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God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Return from Captivity & Rebuilding the Temple
Ezra 1 - 6


All of these things can cause us trouble. Tell what kind of trouble each thing can cause.
Today we are going to see how God took care of all troubles for the children of Israel. God
also takes care of all our troubles.
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The Story


The children of Israel were God’s
people. God blessed them and gave them
a beautiful land in which to live. The land
was called Canaan or sometimes, Israel. 
God took care of them and gave them
everything they needed. Even through
God gave the children of Israel everything
they needed, they did not obey God’s
commandments. To punish them, God let
some enemies take the children of Israel
away to a far land as prisoners. The far
land was called Babylonia and the
children of Israel had to stay there for 70
years.


Today we will hear a story written
down by Ezra the prophet. This is not a
make-believe story, but a true story. Ezra
lived back in the time when the children of
Israel were prisoners in Babylonia. God
helped Ezra write a perfect story to tell us
what happened to the children of Israel.


The new king was named Cyrus. He
believed in God. Cyrus wanted to let the
children of Israel go home. He made a law
that said the children of Israel could go
home. He told them to  rebuild Jerusalem,
the main city of the children of Israel. Cyrus
also said that he would give them all the
money they would need to rebuild the
temple. He also made a law that everyone
in the land should give the children of
Israel something to help them rebuild their
city.


Zerubbabel was the new leader of the
children of Israel. He led all the people
back to Canaan. The people were very
happy to return to the Promised Land of
Canaan. God had told the children of
Israel that they would live in the Promised
Land. God also told them that the Savior
Jesus would be born there. So when the
people got back to Canaan, they started
to build the Temple. The Temple was the


big church in which the people worshiped.
The people wanted to worship God and
thank Him for bringing them back to the
Promised Land.


There were many people who did not
want the children of Israel to live in the
land of Canaan. They tried to stop the
children of Israel from building the Temple.
They would fight against them with armies.
They even tricked the new king named
Artaxerxes and the new king told the
children of Israel to stop building the
Temple. So the children of Israel had to
wait for 16 years before they could keep
building the Temple. Then another new
king came to power. His name was Darius.
Darius told the children of Israel that they
could continue building the Temple.
Finally, the Temple was rebuilt so the
children of Israel could worship God again.


You might think that all the troubles
were done now that the Temple was built.
They weren’t. In those days, your city
needed to have high walls around them or
your enemies could attack you easily.
Jerusalem didn’t have any walls so they
needed to build walls. This was a big job.
The enemies of the children of Israel didn’t
want the walls built, so they tried to stop
them again. But God helped the children
of Israel to finish the walls of Jerusalem so
they could live safely.


Again you might think all the troubles
of the children of Israel were done, but
they weren’t. The Temple was built. The
walls were done. The people had a safe
place to live and worship, but some of the
people ignored God’s commandments
again. God sent the prophet Ezra to go to
the people and tell them about their sins. 
When Ezra reminded them of God’s words,
the people repented and started to do
what God wanted them to. 
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Questions for the teacher to ask for review.
1. Why were the children of Israel captives in


Babylonia?
2. Who said that the children of Israel could


return home?
3. Who was the one who really made it possible


for the children of Israel to go back to
Canaan?


4. What was the first thing the children of Israel
rebuilt in Jerusalem?


5. Why did they rebuild the Temple first?
6. Who tried to stop them from rebuilding?
7. How did God help the children of Israel to


finish building the Temple?
8. What else did God have to help the children


of Israel rebuild?
9. Who told the people that they should listen to


what God told them?
10. What did the people do when they heard


God’s word about their sins?


Activity One - Help Zerubbabel and the children of Israel to rebuild Jerusalem by
connecting the dots in order from 1 to 20 .  When you are finished building the city, color it.


God delivered His people from their captivity and brought them back
to the Promised Land of Canaan.
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Activity Two -Circle the things that can cause us problems. What kinds of trouble can
these things bring us? The question mark means, “What other things can you think of that
give us troubles?” Who will take care of all our troubles? In the box, draw a picture of Jesus,
the one who takes care of all our troubles.


?


 God delivers us from every trial.
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Passages


Psalms 136:1 - Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.


Joshua 24:15 -  But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.


 


Hymn - TLH #636 v. 1, 3 


Great is the Lord, our God, 
And let His praise be great;
He makes His churches His abode, 
His most delightful seat.


In Zion God is known,
A Refuge in distress;
How bright has His salvation shone,
How fair His heav’nly grace!


Prayer


Dear God in heaven, we all have some troubles in our lives. You are the only one who can
take care of all those troubles. Thank You for showing us in our story today how You fixed the
troubles of the children of Israel. Also, remind us that You will take care of our troubles, too.
We pray this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen
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Return from Captivity & Rebuilding the Temple
Ezra 1 - 6


The Story


The children of Israel were God’s
people. God blessed them and gave them a
beautiful land in which to live. The land was
called Canaan or sometimes, the Land of
Israel.  God took care of the children of Israel
and gave them everything they needed. But
even though God gave the children of Israel
everything they needed, they did not always
obey God’s commandments. To punish them,
God let their enemies take the children of
Israel to a far-off land as prisoners. The land
was called Babylon,  and the children of Israel
had to stay there for 70 years as captives.


Today we will hear the account of Ezra
the prophet, who lived back in the time when
the children of Israel were captive in Babylon.
God caused Ezra to write a perfect account
of what happened to the children of Israel.


Nebuchadnessar, the old king of
Babylon, was dead. The new king in Babylon
was named Cyrus. He believed in the true
God. God caused Cyrus to let the children of
Israel go home! Cyrus told the people to go
home and rebuild the city of Jerusalem.
More importantly, Cyrus also said that  he
would give them all the money they would
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need to rebuild Solomon’s Temple. The Temple
was the church in which the children of Israel
worshiped. The Temple had been destroyed
when the people were taken captive. Finally,
Cyrus made a law that everyone in the land
should give the children of Israel something to
help them rebuild the Temple and Jerusalem.
Cyrus put all this in writing so that no one
would forget his commands or argue about
them.


Zerubbabel was chosen as the new
leader of the children of Israel. He led 42,360
people back to Canaan. The people were
very happy to come back to the Promised
Land. God had told the children of Israel that
they would live in this Promised Land. God also
told them that the Savior Jesus would be born
here in Canaan. When the people got back
to Canaan, they started to build the Temple in
the same spot that Solomon’s temple had
stood. The people wanted to worship God
and thank Him for bringing them back to the
Promised Land. They began offering burnt
offerings and sang happy songs of praise and
worship.


There were many people who did not
want the children of Israel to live in the land of
Canaan. One of these groups was called the
Samaritans. They tried to stop the children of
Israel from building the Temple. They would
fight against them with soldiers and spies. King
Cyrus had died, so they tricked the new king
named Artaxerxes. He told the children of
Israel to stop building the Temple. So the
children of Israel had to wait for sixteen years
before they could continue building the
Temple. Then God caused another new king
to come to power. His name was Darius and
he believed in the true God. When Darius
checked the records, he found that Cyrus had
given the Children of Israel permission to
rebuild the city and the Temple. So, Darius told
the children of Israel that they should continue


their work on the Temple. Finally, after twenty
years, the Temple was rebuilt. Now the
children of Israel could worship God again.


In those days,  cities  needed to have
high walls around them to protect the people
from invaders. The walls of Jerusalem had
also been destroyed seventy years before. So
the people needed to rebuild the walls. This
was a big job. The enemies of the children of
Israel didn’t want the walls built either, so they
tried to stop them again. Once again, God
helped the children of Israel.  The leaders,
Zerubabel and Jeshua, told the people to
take turns working and guarding so that they
would always have protection. Darius, the
king, also made a law that said that
everyone should support the work on the
walls by giving money and materials. After
only fifty-two days, the walls were completely
finished.


Now you might think all the troubles of
the children of Israel were over, but they
weren’t. The Temple was built, the walls were
standing and the people had a safe place to
live and worship, but some of the people
ignored God’s commandments again. The
children of Israel had been marrying
unbelievers and then they started to forget to
worship God in the right way. God again had
to solve their problem. He sent the prophet
Ezra to go to the people and tell them about
their sins.  When Ezra reminded them of God’s
words, the people repented and started to
do what God wanted them to do. They
moved away from the heathen people they
had been marrying and started to obey God
again.


Finally, the children of Israel were back
in the Promised Land of Canaan, worshiping
God in the Temple and waiting for God’s
next promise. That promise was that the
Savior of the world, Jesus, would be born to
the children of Israel in the land of  Canaan.


God delivered His people from their captivity and brought them back
to the Promised Land of Canaan.







Old Testament 3  Return Captivity & Temple Rebuilt - Level 2


Activity One - Answer the following questions together in class. You do not need to  write
the answers.


1. Why were the children of Israel captives in Babylon?


2. Who said that the children of Israel could return home?


3. Who was the one who really made it possible for the children of Israel to go back to
Canaan?


4. What was the first thing the children of Israel rebuilt in Jerusalem?


5. Why did they rebuild the Temple first?


6. Who tried to stop them from rebuilding?


7. How did God help the children of Israel to finish building the Temple?


8. What else did God have to help the children of Israel rebuild?


9. Who told the people that they should listen to what God told them?


10. What did the people do when they heard God’s words about their sins?


Activity Two - Talk about these questions.


What are some problems that you often have?


What do you do when you have a problem that you can’t solve?


Who is the only one who can solve all problems?


God delivers us from every trial.
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Activity Three - Arrange the numbered words in order and write them  in the blocks of the
city walls of Jerusalem. When you have finished, you will find a passage that all people should
follow in their families


Passages
Psalm 136:1 - Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.


Which people in today’s story could have said the words of this passage? Why?


Matthew 7:15   - Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravenous wolves.


Who, in today’s story could be called “ravenous wolves?” Do we have this kind of ravenous
wolves around today? Where?


Hymn - TLH #636 v. 1, 3 


Great is the Lord, our God, 
And let His praise be great;
He makes His churches His abode, 
His most delightful seat.


In Zion God is known,
A Refuge in distress;
How bright has His salvation shone,
How fair His heav’nly grace!


Prayer
Dear Jesus, Please help us to learn that, even though bad things happen in this life, You are
always in control. As we studied the children of Israel today, we saw how God took care of
their troubles and made things work out for the best in their lives. You have always promised
to take care of us and You always will. Teach us to trust that always. In Your name we pray.
Amen.


8. Joshua 24:15b   4. house,  3. and my  6. serve     
5. we will 1. But as         7. the LORD.   2. for me
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Return from Captivity & Rebuilding the Temple
Ezra 1 - 6


Look at the pictures of an egg, an unwrapped present and a newly married 
couple. What does each “promise?”


Could something bad happen in each picture?
Who determines whether something good or bad happens in this life?


Prayer
Dear Lord, today we will hear about Your chosen people Israel. We will see


how You helped them in their troubles and how even though they did not obey
Your commands, You forgave them and brought them back to You. Help us today
to understand Your words so that they increase our faith in You and Your kindness
and goodness toward us. In the name of Jesus, Your Son, we pray. Amen.


The Story


The children of Israel had been in
captivity for 70 years, under first the
Babylonians and then the Persians. It is at
the end of the 70 years that our story begins
in the land of Persia under King Cyrus II. The
Lord caused King Cyrus  to issue a decree
that would allow the children of Israel to
return home to the land of Canaan.  Cyrus
said God had told him that he should
rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, so he gave
all of the captive Israelites the chance to
return home. About 50,000 people took this
opportunity and returned home. Besides
allowing the people to return home, Cyrus
also gave the Israelites silver, gold and
other materials needed to build the Temple.
Cyrus also returned all of the utensils that
had been taken from the Temple seventy
years before. Two new leaders were chosen
to lead the Israelites back to Canaan. Their
names were Zerubbabel and Jeshua. What
a joyful procession it was as God’s people,
the children of Israel, returned to the land
that God had promised them, the land in


which the Savior Jesus would later be born!
When the children of Israel returned,


they first built an altar on which they could
offer sacrifices to thank God for rescuing
them from slavery. They once again began
worshiping God they way they were
supposed to as outlined for them in the Law
of Moses. The people also began to plan for
rebuilding the Temple. Finally, in the second
year after they had returned, the people
began building the Temple. It was not as
elaborate as the temple that Solomon had
built, but that was not important. They were
building God a house in which they could
worship Him.


The Samaritans were a race of people
distantly related to the Israelites. They had
continued to live in Canaan when the
Israelites were taken captive. Even though
they were somewhat related, they did not
worship the true God as the Israelites did.
When they heard that the Temple was being
rebuilt, they offered to help. Jeshua and
Zerrubabel would not let Samaritans help
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because their false worship would lead the
Israelites into sin.


When they were not allowed to help
rebuild the Temple, the Samaritans began
to hinder the rebuilding of the Temple. They
even hired men to help discourage the
Israelites and prevent them from finishing
the Temple. The Samaritans wrote a letter to
Artaxerxes, the new Persian king. They told
him that if Jerusalem and the Temple were
rebuilt, the Israelites would rebel and not
pay taxes and cause problems. Artaxerxes
agreed and issued a decree that
prevented the Israelites from finishing the
Temple. This delay lasted for sixteen years
until Darius became the new king of Persia.


When the new king, Darius, came to
power, the Israelites decided to try to
continue rebuilding the Temple and the
city. As soon as they started, the people of
the surrounding land tried to make them
stop. Zerubbabel and Jeshua wrote a letter
to the new king. The letter asked Darius to
look into the records and see that they
were rebuilding because Cyrus had given
them permission and had also said that
they should get supplies of gold and silver
and lumber at the expense of the king.
When Darius checked the records, he of
course found out that this was true. So he
told the Samaritans that not only should
they stop bothering the Israelites, but they
should also provide them with everything
they needed to finish rebuilding the Temple.
Finally, after twenty years, the Temple was
finished. 


Sometime later, Ezra was allowed to
bring another group of Israelites back from
captivity in Babylonia. He was given great
authority in the land. When Ezra arrived, he
found out that many of the Israelites who
had returned had started to marry the
heathen sons and daughters of the
surrounding people. This was causing the
Israelites to fall away into sin. After Ezra read
the Law of Moses and reminded the people
that they were not to intermarry, he told


them that they must get rid of the heathen
wives and separate themselves from the
idolatrous people.  The Israelites took Ezra’s
message to heart. They said, “As thou hast
said, so must we do.” So the people of Israel
removed themselves from the heathen
people they had married.


Nehemiah was the cupbearer for the
king of Persia. After the children of Israel had
been back in Canaan for about ninety
years, word came back to Nehemiah that
the people had not rebuilt the walls of
Jerusalem. The people had built for
themselves expensive houses, but they
hadn’t finished rebuilding the protective
walls around the city. Nehemiah asked
Artaxerxes for permission to return to
Canaan and oversee the rebuilding of the
walls of the city. He received permission from
the king to return to Canaan and supervise
the rebuilding of the walls. Not only did the
king give Nehemiah permission to return for
12 years, he also appointed him governor of
the land and gave him the authority to
collect, in the king’s name, all the needed
materials to rebuild the walls.


The work on the walls was opposed by
the surrounding people who posed a threat
with their armies. Because of the danger,
Nehemiah organized the workers so that half
would do the work and the other half would
stand guard. All the workers were armed at
all times. Nehemiah and the Israelites were
even able to resist a surprise attack by their
enemies. Nehemiah was also personally
threatened with assassination plots which,
thanks to God, failed. Some people tried to
halt the work on the walls by using political
methods and lying to the king of Persia.
Despite all the efforts of the enemies of the
children of Israel, the walls were completed
in only fifty-two days. Now all Israel was
rebuilt and the Israelites were living in the
Promised Land of Canaan once again.
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Outer Aim - God delivered His people from their captivity and brought them
back to the Promised Land.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions from the lesson.


1. What did King Cyrus say God had told him?


2. Why wouldn’t the Israelites allow the Samaritans to help rebuild the Temple?


3. Which king allowed the work on the Temple to continue?


4. In what sin had many of the people of the land become involved?


5. Why was the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem so difficult?


Inner Aim - God Delivers Us from Every Trial


What God’s Word Tells Us - God had promised many things to the Israelites and He
kept all those promises. He promised that their captivity would only last 70 years and it did.
He foretold that the Babylonians would be defeated and they were defeated by the
Persians. Throughout history we see that God keeps all of His promises.


Look up and read these passages and tell what other great promises God has made and
kept.


Isaiah 7:14 


Micah 5:2 


Genesis 3:15


Look up these Bible references. What great promises are we still looking forward to that we
know God will keep?


Matthew 25:31-46 


John 5:28-29 


Matthew 28:20 
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Your Turn - In our story today, we saw how the children of Israel had ignored God’s word
so much that they had forgotten what it said. Twice today we saw how the prophet Ezra
preached to the people to remind them of the words of God. One of those review lessons
came in Nehemiah chapter 9 where Ezra recounted the history of the children of Israel from
Abraham to the present. Below you see some problems (column 2) that Ezra pointed out in
his review of the history of Israel. Read the verse mentioned in the first column below and
describe God’s solution by writing it in the third column below.


Ezra Ch. 9
Verse


Problem God’s Solution


7 Israel was not even
living in the Promised
Land.


9-10 Israel was enslaved to
Pharaoh.


11 Israel was trapped
between the
Egyptians and the Red
Sea.


12 Israel did not know
which way to go as
they crossed the
wilderness.


13 Israel had no laws to
rule themselves.


15, 20 Israel needed food
and water as they
traveled.


22, 24, 25 Israel had no cities
and the people of
Canaan were strong.


31 Israel constantly
ignored God and
sinned against His
commandments.
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Passages


Psalms 136:1 - Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.


Matthew 7:15   - Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they
are ravenous wolves.


Romans 16:17  Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the
doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.


Hymn - TLH 467 v. 1-4
Each stanza of TLH 467 speaks of a “church” in some way. Choose one stanza and explain
what point is being made about a church.


Built on the Rock the Church doth stand,
Even when steeples are falling;
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land,
Bells still are chiming and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest,
But above all the soul distrest,
Longing for rest everlasting.


Surely in temples made with hands,
God, the Most High, is not dwelling;
High above earth His temple stands,
All earthly temples excelling.
Yet He whom heav’ns cannot contain
Chose to abide on earth with men,
Built in our bodies His temple.


We are God’s house of living stones,
Builded for His habitation;
He through baptismal grace us owns
Heirs of His wondrous salvation.
Were we but two His name to tell,
Yet He would deign with us to dwell,
With all His grace and His favor.


Now we may gather with our King
E’en in the lowliest dwelling;
Praises to Him we there may bring,
His wondrous mercy forthtelling.
Jesus His grace to us accords;
Spirit and life are all His words;
His truth doth hallow the temple.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Please help us to learn that, even though bad things happen in this life, You are always


in control. As we studied the children of Israel today, we saw how God took care of their
troubles and made things work out for the best in their lives. You have always promised to
take care of us and You always will. Teach us to trust that always. In Your name we pray.
Amen.
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Return from Captivity & Rebuilding the Temple
Ezra 1 - 10, Nehemiah1-8


Look at the pictures of an egg, an unwrapped present and a newly married 
couple.  Each of these pictures suggests a promise.


What good thing is being promised in each picture?
What bad thing might happen in each instance above?
Who is the one who promises to control all the good and bad that happens in
the world?


Prayer
Dear Jesus, help us today to understand Your perfect love for all people.


We thank You that You kept Your promise to seek and to save that which was lost.
We ask that You bless our study this morning so that we may understand Your
grace in our lives and learn that in all our troubles You are there to help. Teach us
to realize how important it is that we hear and keep Your Word. Deliver us from
every evil of body and life. Amen.


The Story


The children of Israel had been in
captivity for 70 years under, first the
Babylonians and then the Persians. It is at
the end of the 70 years that our story
begins in the land of Persia under King
Cyrus.


Read Ezra1 and answer the questions
below.
What did Cyrus say God had told him?
What did he ask of the children of Israel?
What two things did Cyrus say should be
given to the children of Israel by their
neighbors?


Under the leadership of Zerubbabel
and Jeshua, the priest, about 50,000
people returned to the Promised Land of
Canaan to live. The first thing they did
when they returned to Jerusalem was to
once again worship the Lord as He had


commanded them. An altar was built and
sacrifices offered. The Feast of the
Tabernacles was observed as before. Also,
the foundations of the Temple were laid
and construction was begun as Cyrus had
commanded. Not everyone in the land
was pleased about the rebuilding of the
Temple. The Samaritans, a mixed race of
people that were distantly related to the
Israelites, did their best to halt the building
of the Temple. They had originally offered
to help in the building but their help was
rejected by Zerubbabel and Jeshua
because the Samaritans did not worship
the true God. So, the Samaritans frustrated
the Israelites in the efforts and were even
able to get Artaxerxes, the king of Persia, to
stop the building of the Temple by means
of a deceitful letter sent to the king. For 16
years the work on the Temple ceased. It
was not until God caused Zerubbabel and
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Jeshua to write a letter to the new king,
Darius, that work again resumed.


Read Ezra 5-6:12 and answer the
questions below.
What did the letter ask Darius to do?
What did Darius find?
What decrees did Darius make?


Fifty-eight years later, Ezra the priest
who also penned this part of the Bible,
received permission from the Persian king
to take another group of Israelites back to
Canaan. Ezra was given the right to rule
the area of Canaan and to appoint
whomever he thought would be the best
rulers. So Ezra lead 1,800 men and their
families and servants to Canaan safely,
despite having no army. God protected
them on their journey. When Ezra arrived,
he found, to his great dismay that the
children of Israel had forgotten the
command God had given to them.


Read Ezra 9:1- 10:12 and answer the
questions below.


What command of God had the children
of Israel forgotten?


What did Ezra tell the people they must
do?


What was the response of the people?


About ninety years had passed since
the Israelites had returned to Canaan.
During that time the Temple had been
rebuilt and the people had rebuilt their
own houses. Yet the walls of the city were
still in ruin. God used Nehemiah to
accomplish His purpose of rebuilding the
city walls. Nehemiah was the cupbearer
for the Persian king. Nehemiah learned
about the sad situation in Jerusalem and
received permission from the king to return
to Canaan and supervise the rebuilding of
the walls. Not only did the king give
Nehemiah permission to return for 12 years,


he also appointed him governor and gave
him the authority to collect, in the king’s
name, all the needed materials to rebuild
the walls.


The work on the walls was opposed by
the surrounding people who posed a
threat with their armies. Because of the
danger, Nehemiah organized the workers
so that half would do the work and the
other half would stand guard. All the
workers were armed at all times.
Nehemiah and the Israelites were even
able to resist a surprise attack by their
enemies. Nehemiah was also personally
threatened with assassination plots which,
thanks to God, failed. Some people tried to
halt the work on the walls by using political
methods and lying to the king of Persia.
Despite all the efforts of the enemies of the
children of Israel, the walls were
completed in only fifty-two days.


Now everything was rebuilt and things
were back to normal, right? Wrong. The
children of Israel had greatly neglected
the Law of God written by Moses. So Ezra
the prophet was asked to read the law to
the people.


Read Nehemiah 8 and answer the
questions below.


As Ezra read the law, what did the priests
and Levites be sure about?


What reaction did the people have when
they heard the laws that they had
been breaking?


What did the priests and Levites tell the
people they should do?


What celebration did the people once
again celebrate after many years of
neglect?


Outer Aim - God delivered His
people from their captivity and
brought them back to the Promised
Land.
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What the Story Tells Us - Throughout the history of Israel, the children of Israel got into
trouble because of their actions. In every case, God was there to overcome the troubles.
Sometimes God would use individuals and sometimes God would use kings and entire
nations to solve the problems of the children of Israel. Draw lines to connect the problem
from the first column with the person or people, listed in the second column, that God used
to solve that problem.


1. The children of Israel had been in
captivity for 70 years and should return
home..............................................................


...Ezra (the prophet)


2. The children of Israel needed materials
to build the
Temple..........................................................


...Cyrus (the king of the
Persians)


3. The people neglected the Law of Moses
and needed to be brought
back..............................................................


...Nehemiah (the king’s
wine taster)


4. The people had built their houses but
had not finished the wall of
Jerusalem....................................................


...The people of Babylon


5. The Samaritans had caused the building
of the Temple to cease............................


...Darius (a king of the
Persians)


What God’s Word Tells Us


Read Jeremiah 25:1-11. What had God promised through the prophet Jeremiah?


Read Isaiah 44:24 - 45:13. What had God promised through the prophet Isaiah?


These two passages show that God does keep His promises. What other important promises
did God make in the passages below that He has kept?


Isaiah 7:14 - 


Micah 5:2 -


Genesis 3:15 -


Matthew 12:40 -
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What great promises are will still looking forward to that we know God will keep?


Matthew 25:31-46 -


John 5:28-29 -


John 14:2-3 -


Matthew 28:20 -


Your Turn -  It is easy to be critical of the children of Israel. Below are listed some of the
things they did  in this story. Next to the list, explain how we today, in some of the same ways,
are often as guilty as the children of Israel.


Children of Israel Us today


The people were living ungodly lives
because they had married ungodly spouses
who got them involved in sinful activities.


The people rebuilt their own expensive
houses but were not as interested in
rebuilding the house of God.


The people had ignored the Law of Moses
to the extent that they forgot the basic
celebrations and decrees of God.


The people had many sins, but when they
turned to God, He forgave them.


Inner Aim - God Delivers Us from Every Trial
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Passages
Psalms 136:1 - Oh, give thanks to the LORD,


for He is good! For His mercy endures
forever.


Matthew 7:15   - Beware of false prophets,
who come to you in sheep's clothing, but


inwardly they are ravenous wolves.


Romans 16:17  Now I urge you, brethren,
note those who cause divisions and


offenses, contrary to the doctrine which
you learned, and avoid them.


Hymn - Answer the following questions about TLH #54.
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more.


Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliv’rer,
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.


When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s Destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises I will ever give to Thee.


1. How would stanza one have been a comfort to the children of Israel?


2. How is stanza one a comfort to us in our lives?


3. What does stanza three say to comfort us as we approach the end of our lives?


Prayer


Dear Jesus, Please help us to learn that, even though bad things happen in this
life, You are always in control. As we studied the children of Israel today, we saw how
God took care of their troubles and made things work out for the best in their lives.
You have always promised to take care of us and You always will. Teach us to trust
that always. In Your name we pray. Amen.
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STORY
Return from the Captivity and the Rebuilding of the Temple - Ezra 1-10, Nehemiah 1-8


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I thank You for the grace and mercy You revealed in preserving Your chosen Old
Testament people Israel.  You brought them home to the land promised to Abraham and made sure
that the promise of the Messiah would be fulfilled in the fullness of the time.  Bless this hour we
spend in Your Word.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Cyrus - king of Persia who signed the decree returning the Jews to their homeland
Zerubbabel - descendant of King Jehoiachin, who led the first expedition
Jeshua or Joshua - the high priest and religious leader 
Darius - King of the Medes
Ezra - a priest or scribe
Nehemiah - cupbearer of the king of Persia, who led the third expedition
Samaritan - a mixed race of people with a mixture of religious beliefs despised by the Jews


OUTER AIM
God Delivered His People From Their Captivity and Brought Them Back to the Promised Land


INNER AIM
God Delivers Us from Every Trial


BACKGROUND 
Ezra continues the Old Testament history of the chosen people of God, the Jewish nation.  The
northern kingdom of Israel disappeared from the stage of history when it was taken into the Assyrian
Captivity (722 BC) because of its wickedness and unbelief.    The Southern kingdom of Judah was
not much better.  However, because of the promise of the Messiah, God preserved the tribe of Judah. 
In 512 BC, the kingdom of Judah was taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian empire. 
The Babylonian Empire was replaced by the Medes and the Persians.


Ezra shows how God fulfilled His promised to return His people to the land promised to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.  After seventy years of captivity, a remnant of the Jews chose to leave Babylon and
return to the Promised Land.


Ezra relates the story of two returns from Babylon:  the first led by Zerubbabel to rebuild the temple
(Ezra 1-6), and the second under the leadership of Ezra, the scribe, to rebuild the spiritual condition
of the people (Ezra 7-10).  Sandwiched between these two accounts is a gap of nearly sixty years. 
Nehemiah is a contemporary of Ezra and leads the third and last return to Jerusalem after the
Babylonian exile.    Nehemiah challenges God’s people to rebuild the shattered walls of Jerusalem. 
In spite of opposition, the walls are rebuilt in only fifty-two days.


STUDENT PRAYER
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Dear Jesus, help us today to understand Your perfect love for all people.  We thank You that You came
to seek and to save that which was lost.  We ask that You bless our study this morning so that we may
understand Your grace in our lives.  Help us to realize how important it is that we hear and keep Your
Word.  Deliver us from every evil of body and life.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Introduction:
The return of the Jewish people in Exile was no accident of history.  Isaiah had prophesied that it would
happen through King Cyrus who would set the captives free (Isaiah 44:24-45:13).  The Lord had
revealed through Jeremiah that the Babylonian Captivity would last for only seventy years.  All this was
put into motion by the intercessory prayer of Daniel.


I.  The work of Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6)
The Lord caused King Cyrus II of Persia to issue a decree authorizing the return of the Jews to Palestine. 
He also returned them to the gold, silver, and vessels that Nebuchadnezzar had taken when the temple
had been destroyed.  Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, and Jeshua or Joshua, the high priest, led
49,897 Israelites back to Palestine in 537 BC.  It is probable that Sheshbassar and Zerubbabel were the
same person.  After the fall of Jerusalem, there were no kings from David’s family who reigned.  This
heightened the anticipation when Jesus claimed to be the promised Messiah-King.


The returnees proceeded to build an altar at Jerusalem.  The various offerings commanded by  Moses
were reinstated and the Feast of Tabernacles was observed.  In fact the foundation for the new temple
was also laid.  Some of the older people wept because this second temple was so inferior to the temple
Solomon had built.


The Samaritans were Jews who had remained in Palestine when Judah was carried off into captivity. 
They had intermarried with the heathen people in the area and their religion was part true and part pagan.
(Cf. John 4)  Zerubbabel and Jeshua refused the offer of Samaritans to help in order to prevent their
worship life from being corrupted by the watered down religion of the Samaritans.   The Samaritans then
did everything possible to frustrate the rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 4:4-5).  The temple project came to
a halt for sixteen years until it was restarted under Darius, King of Persia.  It took twenty years to finish
the rebuilding of the temple.  To encourage His people, the Lord sent the prophets Haggai and Zechariah
to His people.  Darius found the original decree of Cyrus and authorized money from the treasury to
complete the work.  


II.  The Second Return and the Reforms of Ezra (Ezra 7-10)
Note that there is a gap of about fifty-eight years between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7.  The second large
contingent of exiles returned to Jerusalem eighty years after the first under the leadership of Ezra, a
priest.  Ezra had studied the Mosaic law and sought to put it into practice (Ezra 7:10).  Ezra returned
with about 1,800 men and their families from Babylon during the reign of Artaxerxes I.  Artaxerxes gave
Ezra full authority to function officially in Judah with the backing of the Persian king.  This included
government funding.


Ezra recruited Levites (priests from the tribe of Levi) for the journey.   Even though they did not have a
military escort, the Lord protected this small group (Ezra 8:31).  When they reached Jerusalem, they
presented Burnt Offerings and Sin Offerings to the Lord.  They also presented the legal documents from
Artaxerxes (Ezra 7-8).







Page 3


It came as a surprise to Ezra (not a surprise in view of the history of Israel) that many of the Jews, who
had returned, had defected from the worship of Jehovah.  This included the “officials and chief men”
(Ezra 9:2).  This so distressed Ezra that he pulled the hair from his head and beard.  Ezra, then in a
lengthy prayer, confessed Israel’s guilt and reminded them of Israel’s past wrongdoing.  He also
reminded them of God’s judgments and God’s grace in bringing them back from captivity.  Listen to
Ezra’s words,  "And after all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and for our great guilt, since You
our God have punished us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us such deliverance as this,
{14} should we again break Your commandments, and join in marriage with the people committing
these abominations? Would You not be angry with us until You had consumed us, so that there would be
no remnant or survivor? {15} O LORD God of Israel, You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant, as
it is this day. Here we are before You, in our guilt, though no one can stand before You because of this." 
(Ezra 9:13-15)


The chief issue was the intermarriage with the pagan women of the nations around them.  The priests
and Levites led a move “to put away all these wives and their children” (Ezra 10:3).  The people
responded with a confession of sins and an amending of their sinful actions.  Later John the Baptist
would call upon Israel to “bring forth fruits in keeping with their repentance.”  In spite of the fact that
divorce was forbidden, the preservation of the religious obedience of Israel was more important.  This
was to be a time of repentance and renewal for Israel.


III.  Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1-7)
About ninety years had passed since the returned exiles had been in Judea.  The temple had been rebuilt
under Ezra, but they had never succeeded in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  God used  Nehemiah, to
accomplish His purposes.  Nehemiah, like Esther, was a resident of Susa, and he was the cupbearer for
Artaxerxes, the King.  The cupbearer was responsible for tasting the wine for the king (cf. Joseph in
prison).  Nehemiah learned that the Jews in Judea were in trouble and that the walls and gates of
Jerusalem were in bad shape.


When Artaxerxes wondered why Nehemiah was so sad, Nehemiah told him about the problems in Judea. 
Nehemiah asked for a leave of absence and documents authorizing him to procure the needed materials
to finish the wall.  Nehemiah was given a twelve-year leave of absence and the rank of “governor.” 
Nehemiah laid down the “mission.”  "Then I said to them, ‘You see the distress that we are in, how
Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that
we may no longer be a reproach.’" (Nehemiah 2:17).  


This work was opposed by Sanballat of Samaria, Tobiah of Ammon, and Geshem of Arabia.  Because of
the danger, Nehemiah wanted to get the walls rebuilt as fast as possible.  He assigned work parties to
certain sections of the gates and defensive towers so that work on the wall could go on simultaneously. 
When the walls were about half height, Nehemiah got wind of a surprise attack by their enemies. 
Nehemiah organized the workers so that half of them worked on construction while the other half stood
guard duty.  Even those who worked were equipped with swords. 


Unfortunately, there were also internal forces at work which threatened the success of God’s people. 
Some of the Jews, contrary to provisions of the Old Testament Law, were taking interest from their
fellow Jews.  Priests, too, were guilty of lovelessness.  Nehemiah sought to institute a spiritual reform.  


There also were plots to kill Nehemiah and appeals to Artaxerxes to stop the project.  In spite of this, the
walls were rebuilt in a record fifty-two days.  Nehemiah also sought to get people to move into the city
of Jerusalem.
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IV.  The Renewal of the Covenant (Nehemiah 8-12:26)
On the first day of the seventh month, the Jews assembled in Jerusalem in order to read the Mosaic Law. 
The Mosaic Law had been greatly neglected.  Ezra read the law from early morning to noon from a
platform.  The Levites helped the people to understand the law (Nehemiah 8:7-8).  Nehemiah and Ezra
counseled the people not to grieve because of their neglect of the law but to be strengthened in the joy of
the Lord’s forgiveness.  The next day the people learned about eight festival days required by the law
including the “Festival of Booths.”


Then the people participated in their last known covenant-renewal ceremony.  This included expressions
of repentance, readings from the law (five books of Moses), and confessions of sins.  Ezra led a prayer
for the people (Nehemiah 9:6-37).  This included a history of Israel’s ingratitude and rebellion (the Law),
Jehovah’s forgiving nature and His acts of love and mercy toward the people (the Gospel).  At this time
many people signed a document reaffirming their obedience to the Mt. Sinai covenant.  They pledged to
live according to the law of God.  This included refraining from two common practices - marrying
pagans and profaning the Sabbath.  They also were to support the work of the Temple by an annual tax
and by observing the laws regarding the tithes (tenth of income).


V.  The Dedication of the Walls and Nehemiah’s Second Visit (Nehemiah 12:27-13:31)
The walls of Jerusalem were dedicated with great joy.  After the priests purified themselves, they
purified the people, the walls, and the gates.  They ended up at the temple where sacrifices were offered
in gratitude for the renewal of joy the Lord had brought into the lives of these transplanted exiles. 
Persons were appointed to take charge of the collection and the distribution of the tithes.  The orders of
singers and gatekeepers begun by David were reestablished. 


His work finished, Nehemiah returned to King Artaxerxes in Susa.  When Nehemiah left, things reverted
to type.  So Nehemiah had to return and deal with the following problems.  The High Priest had made
peace with Tobiah, the Ammonite, and even had housed him in the Temple.  The people were neglecting
the support of the Levites by withholding tithes.  There also was widespread neglect of the Sabbath
(Nehemiah 13:17-18).  Lastly, many were involved in mixed marriages including a grandson of the High
Priest (Nehemiah 13:4-31).


APPLICATION
God keeps His promises.  In the return from exile, God kept His promise to return His people from
Babylon after seventy years.  More important, God was keeping His promise to send a Messiah to
deliver His people.  Explore the promises that God has kept in the lives of your children.


God controls the affairs of mighty nations to bring about the saving of many people.  Consider how God
used the Roman Empire to make sure that Jesus was born in Bethlehem and provided for the spread of
the Gospel throughout the world.  God still controls the events of history for the good of those who love
Him.


God’s Old Testament people continually tested the mercy and patience of God.  These examples are
written for our learning that we do not fall away through sin.  God’s people tended to ignore the study of
Scriptures.


When God’s people came back from the Exile, they were more interested in rebuilding their own
expensive houses, than in building a house of worship for the Lord.  How do we today allow our
priorities to become mixed up and confused?
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God always preserves a remnant or small remainder of believers no matter how affairs may deteriorate in
society or our nation.  This is the lesson of the story of Ezra and Nehemiah.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


Joshua 24:15 - "But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."


Haggai 1:4 - "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple to lie in
ruins?"


Matthew 15:8-9 - “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but
their heart is far from Me. {9} And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments
of men."


HYMN CHOICES
Great Is the Lord, Our God - TLH #636
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah - TLH #54
Built on the Rock the Church doth Stand - TLH #467





		returnfromcaptivity1

		returnfromcaptivity2

		returnfromcaptivity3

		returnfromcaptivity4

		returnfromcaptivitynotes






God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Jonah - Preschool      11/13/05


Jonah
Jonah 1- 4


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


God told Jonah to go to a very large
and very wicked city called Nineveh and tell its
people that God would destroy them because
of their sins and their unbelief. Instead of
obeying God and going to Nineveh, Jonah
tried to run from God. He got onto a ship
sailing very far from the city of Nineveh.


The Lord knew what Jonah was doing
and He made a storm come up which made
the water full of waves. The sailors were afraid
their ship would sink, and they prayed to their
false gods for help. The storm did not stop. The
captain of the ship asked Jonah who he was
and what he was doing. Jonah told the sailors
that he was running away from God and that
the storm was because of his sin. God was
teaching him not to run away and disobey
Him. Jonah told the sailors to throw him into the
sea so that the storm would stop. The sailors
threw him over the ship into the water.
Immediately the storm stopped.


But God did not let Jonah die. He loved
Jonah and wanted to forgive him and save his
life. God caused a large fish to swallow Jonah
alive!  For three days and three nights Jonah
lived in the belly of the fish. Jonah was sorry for
his sins and he prayed to God to forgive him.
God heard Jonah’s prayer and caused the fish
to spit Jonah up onto dry land. 


God told Jonah again to go to the
wicked city of Nineveh and tell them God was
angry with them because they did not believe
in Him and did bad things. This time Jonah
obeyed God and told the people of Nineveh
what God had said. The Lord caused the
people to be sorry for their sins and to trust in
Him to forgive them and save them. Even the
king of Nineveh was sorry and turned to God.
God saw their hearts and knew they trusted in


Him and He did not destroy them.
Jonah should have been happy that


God forgave so many people, just as God had
forgiven him. But instead, he was angry that
God did not destroy them. God told him that
he should show love and kindness to all people
because God wants all people to believe in
Jesus and be saved. In the Bible we hear God
tell us the same thing. We will want to love
others and tell them about Jesus’ forgiveness
also.


God wants all people to know about
Jesus and be saved.


Passage
1 Timothy 2:3-4  - “God our Savior, who desires


all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”


Hymn - TLH #400 v.  5 (Sup. #786 v. 5)


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, Help me to see my sins and feel
sorry for them. Help me to trust in You for
forgiveness. Thank You for dying for all people.
Help me to love all people and tell them about
You. Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Review Lesson Action Songs - Sing these songs
and make up actions for the first song and do the actions of the second to review the lesson.


Jonah and the Big Fish
(sing to “I’m A Little Teapot” tune)


Jonah ran from God to get away
He didn’t want to hear what God had to say.
He climbed on board a boat and sailed to sea
Jonah wanted God to let him be.


God knew that Jonah tried to hide
He sent a storm they were scared inside.
As soon as the sailors threw Jonah in
A great fish came and swallowed him.


Jonah prayed to God three nights and days, 
“I have sinned in many ways.”
The fish spit Jonah to the land and then
On to Nineveh Jonah went.


Jonah
(sing to “London Bridge” tune)


Jonah was swallowed by a great fish,
By a great fish, by a great fish.
Jonah was swallowed by a great fish.
Swallowed whole! (rub tummy)


Jonah prayed to God above
God above, God above.
Jonah prayed to God above
And was forgiven! (fold hands in prayer)


Classroom Art Activity - Lunch Bag Fish - Have the children color a lunch
bag (preferably white) and make fish eyes. Staple the crease of the bag to make a tale. 
Color and cut out Jonah at
right. Tape inside of lunch
bag as shown.
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Jonah is swallowed by a great fish and asks the LORD for forgiveness.
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Jonah
Jonah 1- 4


Jonah is swallowed by a great fish before he carries out the Lord’s call
to repentance to the city of Nineveh.
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The Story


In the days before Jesus came to live
on earth, God chose certain men to
preach His Word to the people. These men
were called prophets. One of God’s
prophets was named Jonah. 


God told Jonah to go to a very large
and very wicked city called Nineveh and
tell its people that God would destroy
them because of their sins and their
unbelief. Instead of obeying God and
going to Nineveh, Jonah tried to run from
God. He got onto a ship sailing to the city
of Tarshish, which was very far from the city
of Nineveh.


The Lord knew what Jonah was
doing and He made a storm come up
which made the water full of waves. The
sailors were afraid their ship would sink, and
they prayed to their false gods for help. The
storm did not stop. The captain of the ship
asked Jonah who he was and what he
was doing. Jonah told the sailors that he
was running away from God and that the
storm was because of his sin. God was
teaching him not to run away and disobey
Him. Jonah told the sailors to throw him
into the sea so that the storm would stop.
The sailors threw him over the ship into the
water. Immediately the storm stopped.


But God did not let Jonah die. He
loved Jonah and wanted to forgive him
and save his life. God caused a large fish to
swallow Jonah alive!  For three days and
three nights Jonah lived in the belly of the
fish. Jonah was sorry for his sins and he
prayed to God to forgive him. God heard
Jonah’s prayer and caused the fish to spit
Jonah up onto dry land. 


God told Jonah again to go to the


wicked city of Nineveh and tell them God
was angry with them because they did not
believe in Him and did bad things. This time
Jonah obeyed God and told the people of
Nineveh what God had said. The Lord
caused the people to be sorry for their sins
and to trust in Him to forgive them and
save them. Even the king of Nineveh was
sorry and turned to God. God saw their
hearts and knew they trusted in Him and
He did not destroy them.


Jonah should have been happy that
God forgave so many people, just as God
had forgiven him. But instead, he was
angry that God did not destroy them. God
told him that he should show love and
kindness to all people because God wants
all people to believe in Jesus and be
saved. In the Bible we hear God tell us the
same thing. We disobey God too, just like
Jonah did, and yet God loves us and
forgives all our sins because of Jesus who
died to take our sins away. Now we will
want to love others and tell them about
Jesus’ forgiveness also.


God calls us to deliver the
message of repentance to the


unbelieving world.
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Activity One - Match the names with their description. Draw lines to connect the dots.


1. Tarshish �


2. Lord God �


3. Nineveh �


4. Jonah �


5. Jesus �


6. Large Fish �


•The prophet who tried to run away from God.


•The city Jonah tried to sail to on the boat.


•The animal God used to keep Jonah alive.


•Our Savior who died on the cross to save us.


•The city Jonah preached to about God.


•The true God who loves all people and wants
all people to go to heaven.


Activity Two - Take turns answering these questions out loud.


1. When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh the first time, what should Jonah
have done?


2. Why did God let the big fish swallow Jonah?


3. How do you think Jonah felt when he knew he had sinned against God?


4. What did God do when Jonah prayed that he was sorry for his sins?


5. How should we feel when we have sinned against God?


6. What did Jesus do to take away our sins?


7. How should we feel about all the people Jesus died for?  


8. What should we tell them?
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.'


1 Timothy 2:3-4  - God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth.


Psalms 143:10 -  Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.


Hymn - TLH #400 v. 1, 5 (Supplement 2000 #786 v. 1, 5)


Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Help me to see my sins and feel sorry for them. Help me to trust in You for


forgiveness. Thank You for dying for all people. Help me to love all people and
tell them about You. Amen.
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Jonah
Jonah 1- 4


Jonah is swallowed by a great fish before he carries out the Lord’s call
to repentance to the city of Nineveh.
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The Story


In the days before Jesus came to live
on earth, God chose certain men to
preach His Word to the people. These men
were called prophets. One of God’s
prophets was named Jonah. 


God told Jonah to go to a very large
and very wicked city called Nineveh and
tell its people that God would destroy
them because of their sins and their
unbelief. Instead of obeying God and
going to Nineveh, Jonah tried to run from
God. He got onto a ship sailing to the city
of Tarshish, which was very far from the city
of Nineveh.


The Lord knew what Jonah was
doing, and He made a storm come up
which made the water full of waves. The
sailors were afraid their ship would sink, so
they prayed to their false gods for help. The
storm did not stop. The captain of the ship
asked Jonah who he was and why he was
along. Jonah told the sailors that he was
running away from God, and that the
storm was because of his sin. God was
teaching him not to run away or to disobey
Him. Jonah told the sailors to throw him into
the sea so that the storm would stop. The
sailors threw him over the ship into the
water. Immediately the storm stopped.


But God did not let Jonah die in the
sea. He loved Jonah and wanted to
forgive him and save his life. God caused
a large fish to swallow Jonah alive!  For
three days and three nights Jonah lived in
the belly of the fish. Jonah was sorry for his
sins and he prayed to God to forgive him.
God heard Jonah’s prayer and caused the
fish to spit Jonah up onto dry land. 


God told Jonah again to go to the
wicked city of Nineveh and tell them God
was angry with them because they did not
believe in Him and did bad things. This time
Jonah obeyed God and told the people of
Nineveh what God had said.


The Lord caused the people of
Nineveh to be sorry for their sins. They
trusted in God to forgive them and save
them. Even the king of Nineveh was sorry
and turned to God. God saw their hearts
and knew they trusted in Him, and He did
not destroy them.


Jonah should have been happy that
God forgave so many people, just as God
had forgiven him. But instead, he was
angry that God did not destroy them. God
told him that he should show love and
kindness to all people because God wants
all people to believe in Jesus and be
saved. In the Bible we hear God tell us the
same thing. We disobey God, too, just like
Jonah did.  Yet God loves us and forgives
all our sins because of Jesus who died to
take our sins away. Now we will want to
love others and tell them about Jesus’
forgiveness also.


God calls us to deliver the
message of repentance to the


unbelieving world.
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Activity One - Draw a line to match the beginning with the correct ending.


1. God told Jonah to go ..........


2. Jonah tried to go ..................


3. God sent the storm ...............


4. The big fish ..............................


5. Jonah told the people of
Nineveh that ..........................


6. The people of Nineveh ........


7. God gave His love and
forgiveness to ........................


... swallowed Jonah alive.


... God would destroy them.


... to Tarshish.


... to Nineveh.


... were sorry and trusted in
God.


... Jonah and to the people
of Nineveh.


... to teach Jonah a lesson.


Activity Two - Take turns answering these questions out loud.


1. When God told Jonah to go to Nineveh the first time, what should Jonah have done?


2. Why did God let the big fish swallow Jonah?


3. How do you think Jonah felt when he knew he had sinned against God?


4. What did God do when Jonah prayed that he was sorry for his sins?


5. How should we feel when we have sinned against God?


6. What did Jesus do to take away our sins?


7. How should we feel about all the people Jesus died for?  


8. What should we tell them about?
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Passages


Matthew 4:10b - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.


1 Timothy 2:3-4  - God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth.


Psalms 143:10 -  Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God.


Hymn - TLH #400 v. 1, 5 (Supplement 2000 #786 v. 1, 5)


Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Help me to see my sins and feel sorry for them. Help me to trust in You for


forgiveness. Thank You for dying for all people. Help me to love all people and
tell them about You. Amen.
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Jonah
Jonah 1- 4


What things in life are really hard for you
to do? 


What makes it hard for you to
accomplish those tasks?  


Does fear play a large part?  How about
not caring about the task?


Today’s lesson about Jonah shows us
that we humans often let our fears and
personal feelings get in the way of trusting and
obeying God and His Word.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have given us this day to study Your Word and learn about Jonah. Help us to listen


about Jonah and learn the lesson You taught him. Help us to apply that lesson to our lives. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Jonah 1:1-2:1, 2:9-4:11


Now the word of the LORD came to
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, {2} "Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against
it; for their wickedness has come up before
Me."


{3} But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from
the presence of the LORD. He went down to
Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so
he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go
with them to Tarshish from the presence of the
LORD. 


{4} But the LORD sent out a great wind on
the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on
the sea, so that the ship was about to be
broken up. {5} Then the mariners were afraid;
and every man cried out to his god, and threw
the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to
lighten the load. 


But Jonah had gone down into the lowest
parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast


asleep. {6} So the captain came to him, and
said to him, "What do you mean, sleeper?
Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will
consider us, so that we may not perish." 


{7} And they said to one another, "Come,
let us cast lots, that we may know for whose
cause this trouble has come upon us." So they
cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.


(8)  Then they said to him, "Please tell us!
For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What
is your occupation? And where do you come
from? What is your country? And of what
people are you?" 


{9} So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew;
and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land." 


{10} Then the men were exceedingly
afraid, and said to him, "Why have you done
this?" For the men knew that he fled from the
presence of the LORD, because he had told
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them. 
{11} Then they said to him, "What shall we


do to you that the sea may be calm for us?";
for the sea was growing more tempestuous. 


{12} And he said to them, "Pick me up and
throw me into the sea; then the sea will
become calm for you. For I know that this
great tempest is because of me." 


{13} Nevertheless the men rowed hard to
return to land, but they could not, for the sea
continued to grow more tempestuous against
them. {14} Therefore they cried out to the LORD
and said, "We pray, O LORD, please do not let
us perish for this man's life, and do not charge
us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have
done as it pleased You." {15} So they picked up
Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea
ceased from its raging. {16} Then the men
feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a
sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. 


{17} Now the LORD had prepared a great
fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the
belly of the fish three days and three nights.


(2:1)  Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his
God from the fish's belly...


{10} So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it
vomited Jonah onto dry land.


(Jonah 3)  Now the word of the LORD
came to Jonah the second time, saying, {2}
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
preach to it the message that I tell you." 


{3} So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, a
three-day journey in extent. {4} And Jonah
began to enter the city on the first day's walk.
Then he cried out and said, "Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!"


{5} So the people of Nineveh believed
God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,
from the greatest to the least of them... 


{6} Then word came to the king of
Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and laid
aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth
and sat in ashes...


{10} Then God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God relented
from the disaster that He had said He would
bring upon them, and He did not do it.


(Jonah 4)  But it displeased Jonah


exceedingly, and he became angry. {2} So he
prayed to the LORD, and said, "Ah, LORD, was
not this what I said when I was still in my
country? Therefore I fled previously to Tarshish;
for I know that You are a gracious and merciful
God, slow to anger and abundant in
lovingkindness, One who relents from doing
harm. {3} "Therefore now, O LORD, please take
my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live!" 


{4} Then the LORD said, "Is it right for you
to be angry?" 


{5} So Jonah went out of the city and sat
on the east side of the city. There he made
himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade,
till he might see what would become of the
city. {6} And the LORD God prepared a plant
and made it come up over Jonah, that it
might be shade for his head to deliver him
from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for
the plant. {7} But as morning dawned the next
day God prepared a worm, and it so
damaged the plant that it withered. {8} And it
happened, when the sun arose, that God
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun
beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew faint.
Then he wished death for himself, and said, "It is
better for me to die than to live." 


{9} Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right for
you to be angry about the plant?" 


And he said, "It is right for me to be angry,
even to death!" 


{10} But the LORD said, "You have had pity
on the plant for which you have not labored,
nor made it grow, which came up in a night
and perished in a night. {11} "And should I not
pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more
than one hundred and twenty thousand
persons who cannot discern between their
right hand and their left; and much livestock?"


Outer Aim - Jonah is called, flees
and is swallowed by a great fish
before he carries out the Lord’s call
to repentance to the city of Nineveh.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. At the beginning of the lesson, what did God tell Jonah to do? 


2. What did Jonah do instead?


3. Why do you think God caused the storm at sea and the great fish to swallow Jonah? 


4. What did Jonah learn about God from his experiences?


5. How does Jonah’s lesson apply to us and to our lives as Christians?


What God’s Word Tells Us & Passages - Study each Bible passage, then write or
tell how it applies to today’s lesson.


1. Galatians 6:7 -  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap.


2. Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


3. Proverbs 3:5 -  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding.


4. 1 Timothy 2:3-4  - God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.
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Inner Aim - God calls us to deliver the message of repentance to the
unbelieving world.


Hymn - TLH #400 (Supplement 2000 #786 - alternate melody)


Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.


Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.


Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only , for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.


Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all, for Thee.


Prayer


Lord God, Heavenly Father, 
I confess that like Jonah, I have often thought that my way of doing things was better


than Your way.  I pray that You would move me to humbly submit to Your will.  Increase my
faith that, although I cannot see everything that You can, I will be able to trust that You know
best.  Forgive me also for being cold and loveless toward my neighbor.  Help me to speak
Your words of Law and Gospel from a loving heart – a heart that desires all men to be saved. 
Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Jonah
Jonah 1- 4


What things in life are really hard for you
to do? 


What makes it hard for you to
accomplish those tasks?  


Does fear play a large part?  How about
not caring about the task?


Today’s lesson about Jonah shows us
that we humans often let our fears and
personal feelings get in the way of trusting and
obeying God and His Word.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have given us this day to study Your Word and learn about Jonah. Help us to


listen about Jonah and learn the lesson You taught him. Help us to apply that lesson to our
life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Jonah 1:1-2:1, 2:9-4:11


Now the word of the LORD came to
Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, {2} "Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out
against it; for their wickedness has come up
before Me."


{3} But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the LORD. He went
down to Joppa, and found a ship going to
Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down
into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD. 


{4} But the LORD sent out a great wind
on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest
on the sea, so that the ship was about to be
broken up. {5} Then the mariners were afraid;


and every man cried out to his god, and
threw the cargo that was in the ship into the
sea, to lighten the load. 


But Jonah had gone down into the
lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and
was fast asleep. {6} So the captain came to
him, and said to him, "What do you mean,
sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps
your God will consider us, so that we may not
perish." 


{7} And they said to one another,
"Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for
whose cause this trouble has come upon us."
So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.


(8)  Then they said to him, "Please tell us!
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For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What
is your occupation? And where do you come
from? What is your country? And of what
people are you?" 


{9} So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew;
and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land." 


{10} Then the men were exceedingly
afraid, and said to him, "Why have you done
this?" For the men knew that he fled from the
presence of the LORD, because he had told
them. 


{11} Then they said to him, "What shall
we do to you that the sea may be calm for
us?"; for the sea was growing more
tempestuous. 


{12} And he said to them, "Pick me up
and throw me into the sea; then the sea will
become calm for you. For I know that this
great tempest is because of me." 


{13} Nevertheless the men rowed hard
to return to land, but they could not, for the
sea continued to grow more tempestuous
against them. {14} Therefore they cried out to
the LORD and said, "We pray, O LORD, please
do not let us perish for this man's life, and do
not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O
LORD, have done as it pleased You." {15} So
they picked up Jonah and threw him into the
sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. {16}
Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly,
and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took
vows. 


{17} Now the LORD had prepared a
great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights.


(2:1)  Then Jonah prayed to the LORD
his God from the fish's belly...


{10} So the LORD spoke to the fish, and
it vomited Jonah onto dry land.


(Jonah 3)  Now the word of the LORD
came to Jonah the second time, saying, {2}


"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
preach to it the message that I tell you." 


{3} So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD.
Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city,
a three-day journey in extent. {4} And Jonah
began to enter the city on the first day's walk.
Then he cried out and said, "Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"


{5} So the people of Nineveh believed
God, proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of
them... 


{6} Then word came to the king of
Nineveh; and he arose from his throne and
laid aside his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth and sat in ashes...


{10} Then God saw their works, that
they turned from their evil way; and God
relented from the disaster that He had said He
would bring upon them, and He did not do it.


(Jonah 4)  But it displeased Jonah
exceedingly, and he became angry. {2} So he
prayed to the LORD, and said, "Ah, LORD, was
not this what I said when I was still in my
country? Therefore I fled previously to
Tarshish; for I know that You are a gracious
and merciful God, slow to anger and
abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents
from doing harm. {3} "Therefore now, O LORD,
please take my life from me, for it is better for
me to die than to live!" 


{4} Then the LORD said, "Is it right for you
to be angry?" 


{5} So Jonah went out of the city and
sat on the east side of the city. There he made
himself a shelter and sat under it in the shade,
till he might see what would become of the
city. {6} And the LORD God prepared a plant
and made it come up over Jonah, that it
might be shade for his head to deliver him
from his misery. So Jonah was very grateful for
the plant. {7} But as morning dawned the next
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day God prepared a worm, and it so
damaged the plant that it withered. {8} And it
happened, when the sun arose, that God
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun
beat on Jonah's head, so that he grew faint.
Then he wished death for himself, and said, "It
is better for me to die than to live." 


{9} Then God said to Jonah, "Is it right
for you to be angry about the plant?" 


And he said, "It is right for me to be


angry, even to death!" 
{10} But the LORD said, "You have had


pity on the plant for which you have not
labored, nor made it grow, which came up in
a night and perished in a night. {11} "And
should I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in
which are more than one hundred and
twenty thousand persons who cannot discern
between their right hand and their left; and
much livestock?"


Outer Aim - Jonah is called, flees and is swallowed by a great fish before he
carries out the Lord’s call to repentance to the city of Nineveh.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. At the beginning of the lesson, what did God tell Jonah to do? 


2. What did Jonah do instead?


3. Why do you think God caused the storm at sea and the great fish to swallow Jonah? 


4. What did Jonah learn about God from his experiences?


5. How does Jonah’s lesson apply to us and to our lives as Christians?


Inner Aim - God calls us to deliver the message of repentance to the
unbelieving world.
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What God’s Word Tells Us & Passages - Study each Bible passage, then write or tell
how it applies to today’s lesson.


1. Galatians 6:7 -  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap.


2. Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'


3. Proverbs 3:5 -  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding.


4. 1 Timothy 2:3-4  - God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.


Hymn - TLH #400 (Supplement 2000 #786 - alternate melody)


Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.


Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.


Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only , for my King;
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee.


Take my silver and my gold,
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all, for Thee.


Prayer
Lord God, Heavenly Father, 


I confess that like Jonah, I have often thought that my way of doing things was better
than Your way.  I pray that You would move me to humbly submit to Your will.  Increase my
faith that, although I cannot see everything that You can, I will be able to trust that You
know best.  Forgive me also for being cold and loveless toward my neighbor.  Help me to
speak Your words of Law and Gospel from a loving heart – a heart that desires all men to be
saved.  Amen.
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STORY
Jonah  - Jonah 1-4


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, there are times when I do not feel like obeying Your will.  There can even be reluctance
as I go about my work in this blessed call to feed Your lambs.  Forgive me I pray, and give to me a heart
that says (as You said or prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane), "Thy will be done."  Amen.


VOCABULARY
   Nineveh - The capital city of the Assyrian Empire located on the east bank of the Tigris River. The city was


founded by Nimrod (Genesis 10:11) and was utterly destroyed in 612 BC by an army made up of
Babylonians, Medes, and Scythians. Though the walled part of the city was three miles long and a mile and
a half wide, the term "Nineveh, the great city" might well have included various outlying cities (compare "the
Twin Cities," which include not only Minneapolis and St. Paul, but also the many other surrounding
municipalities in that area).


Joppa - An ancient city located on the Mediterranean Sea about 30 miles NW of Jerusalem. Originally a
city assigned to the tribe of Dan, Joppa served as the port for Jerusalem, receiving all the timber used in the
construction of Jerusalem's great buildings. From here Jonah sailed in flight from the Lord.  Peter later lived
in Joppa with Simon the Tanner.


Tarshish - A city located on the extreme west end of the Mediterranean Sea (probably in Southern Spain).
Jonah evidently tried to get as far away from the Lord as possible. The word, Tarshish, comes from the
ancient Akkadian language and means "smelting plant" or "refinery." The ship on which Jonah sailed
was very likely one of many ships that carried refined ore from the smelting plants in Tarshish to Jerusalem
(through Joppa).


tempestuous - turbulent or stormy.


Sheol- The Hebrew name for "the place of the dead."


sackcloth - A course, rough cloth made of goat or camel hair, flax, or hemp, and worn as a symbol of
mourning or repentance.


OUTER AIM
Jonah is called, flees, and is swallowed by a great fish before he carries the Lord's call to repentance to the
great city of Nineveh.


INNER AIM
Our omnipotent God exercises His power in love, desiring all men to repent and be saved.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Volume 1, pages 371-379) 
Most Bible scholars and historians place Jonah's ministry at about 782-772 BC. This fits well with the
historical fact that the Assyrian kings of that period were less ruthless and aggressive than later kings, most
notably Tiglath-pileser III who came to power in 745 BC. At this time, the Assyrian Empire had spread to
the very borders of Israel, and Israel's destruction must have seemed inevitable to many. 
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Although the book of Jonah is best known for the incident with the great fish, the Scriptures emphasize the loving
compassion of our omnipotent God. It is different from the other books of the prophets in that it is made up more of the
biography of the prophet himself (Jonah) rather than the messages of God which that the prophet was to proclaim.
Though Jonah was an actual prophet, many believe that he is here also symbolic of the nation as a whole. Israel had
wandered from her mission of calling sinners to repentance and sought instead the destruction of all her enemies.


Chapter 1
Exactly why Jonah fled (or tried to flee) from the Lord's presence is a matter of some debate. There are several
possibilities: 1) he feared the legendary cruelty of the Assyrians, 2) he prejudged the lack of effectiveness his message
would have on the heathen nation, 3) he prejudged that his message would have the desired effect and did not want
Assyria to be saved, but destroyed, 4) he knew his message would have the desired effect on the people of Nineveh
and that his prophesy of destruction would come to naught, causing him personal embarrassment in the eyes of the
Assyrians. Given Jonah's words in 4:2, one of the last two possibilities seems likely.


Since the connection between Israel and Tarshish was the smelting capabilities of the latter, the cargo thrown overboard
by the sailors in an attempt to save their ship probably had something to do with the refining of ore or the re-supply of
the refinery outpost.


Jonah's sleep brings to mind the time Jesus slept in a boat during a storm (Mark 4:38), yet Jonah's sleep was not the
sleep of faith demonstrated by Jesus since Jonah was running from the Lord.


The casting of lots was used in ancient times both for gambling and to answer certain questions. Whether the lot in this
case was directed by God, the devil, or chance, it rightly fell to Jonah and he did not hesitate to tell his shipmates about
his God and his plight.


The sailors were honorable men - even calling on God by his personal name, Jehovah. They tried valiantly to save the
ship with Jonah intact, but they were struggling against the will of God. Reluctantly they threw Jonah overboard
according to his own recommendation. 


Much is made of the great fish that swallowed Jonah, though that part of this story plays a relatively minor role in the
overall message. The word used here is correctly translated "fish" rather than "whale." Though Jonah's preservation is
certainly miraculous by all accounts, the relatively tiny throats of known whales are too small to allow the swallowing of
an entire man. (See Rupprecht Vol. 1, page 375 for his discussion of the "great fish.")


The word translated "prepared" is used in connection with the great fish, the shade plant, the worm that destroyed it,
and the scorching east wind. All these things God "prepared." The word itself carries the picture of a military officer
giving an order to a subordinate. 


Chapter 2
The Lord here teaches Jonah that not even through death can a man escape from His hand. It is quite possible that
Jonah imagined that once thrown into the sea his inner turmoil would cease. His misery not only continued, it was
magnified many times over. We can only imagine how terrible three days and nights in the dark belly of the great fish
must have been.
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Finally Jonah stops running from the Lord and instead turns to Him in praise and worship. He recognizes not only the
futility of running from God, but also the folly of looking to any other source for help. He said, "Those who regard
worthless idols forsake their own Mercy."


As petty and wrong-hearted as Jonah appears to be before and after this event, here he demonstrates great faith in the
midst of what must have been terrible suffering. He not only acknowledges that "salvation is of the Lord," he also here
offers a prayer of thanksgiving.


Chapter 3
God calls to Jonah a second time, indicating that although God took no pleasure in Jonah's suffering, He did not allow
His word and will to be ignored or thwarted. (See application below.) This time Jonah obeyed.


The reference to Nineveh as "that great city" might also carry with it the idea of "greater Nineveh." Though the walled
part of the city was only about four and one half square miles, Jonah's three-day journey could well have taken him to
the outlying communities. (See note on Nineveh above under Vocabulary and Rupprecht's notes in Volume 1, page
372.)


When the Bible talks of "believing God" (as did the people of Nineveh) it does not refer simply to a mental acceptance
of facts. "Believing" carried with it the inclusion of action, as the believer felt appropriate. Knowing the facts and yet
refusing to act in harmony with them was considered the height of foolishness, while true wisdom was the prudent
exhibition of knowledge through appropriate actions.


The national repentance of the heart of the Assyrian Empire was nothing short of miraculous. It is a testament to the
power of God's Word and the need to preach law and gospel without prejudging what effect God's Word will have.


History and archeology bear out the assumption that violence and barbaric cruelty were among Nineveh's greatest sins.
This is borne out in the King's command that every citizen "turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his
hands." Assyrian pottery and relief carvings depict unimaginable cruelty, including the gouging out of eyes, severing of
tongues, flaying of live captives, and the impaling of prisoners upon sharpened poles.


It is important to recognize God's complete consistency, not fickle inconsistency.  His consistent desire is that sinners
everywhere repent and turn to Him. His desire is to bless us. Whenever man repents, God is always merciful, always
forgiving.


Chapter 4
It is difficult to understand Jonah's displeasure at the Lord's mercy toward Nineveh.  It could have been motivated by
hatred of Assyria for which Jonah wanted destruction, not pardon.  Perhaps in pride he felt that his warning of calamity
would not be fulfilled.  We do not know if Jonah asked to die out of a sense of humiliation, pride, or stubborn hatred of
the gentiles. What is remarkable is that God demonstrates the same patient love toward Jonah that he displayed toward
Nineveh.


Jonah went and sat on the east side of the city to see what would happen because Nineveh was protected on the west
and south by the Tigris River. Any attack would have to come from the east or north.


God prepared and destroyed the shade plant as an object lesson for Jonah. Through the rise and destruction of the
plant (for which Jonah greatly cared) God demonstrated His own loving concern for the 120,000 souls he had created
in Nineveh.
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The statement that Nineveh's inhabitants "cannot discern between their right hand and their left" refers to their natural
spiritual ignorance apart from the Lord and His Word.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, Heavenly Father, I confess that like Jonah, I have often thought that my way of doing things was better than
Your way. I pray that You would move me to humbly submit to Your will. Increase my faith that, although I cannot see
everything that You can, I will be able to trust that You know best. Forgive me also for being cold and loveless toward
my neighbor. Help me to speak Your words of law and gospel from a loving heart-a heart that desires all men to be
saved.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
This Bible account could possibly be read in class, but it would be best to again assign its reading  the week before it is
presented.  You could then retell or summarize the story for your students in your own words. 


APPLICATION
1. We can neither run from God nor hide from him. Use Jonah's initial flight to demonstrate how foolish it is to try to


hide from an all-powerful, all-knowing God. Then apply this fact to the life of a child. (God knows when we are
lying; God sees when we take money from Mom's purse; God hears when we say a bad word, even if no one else
does.)


2. Lead the students to imagine the horror of living for three days inside of the great fish. What would it be like? (pitch
black, confined, smelly, irritating, nauseating, etc.) Then point out how Jonah turned to the Lord during this dark
hour and was saved. We should learn to recognize hard times as the Lord's way of calling to us. The Lord tried to
call to Jonah in less painful ways, but he refused to listen. Listen to God when He calls.


3. Jesus himself draws the comparison between Jonah in the great fish and Jesus in the tomb (Matthew 12:39-40).
Jesus goes on in Matthew 12 to condemn those who in His day rejected His message of repentance and salvation
through faith, even though someone greater than Jonah was delivering the message. We too have been warned. The
people of Nineveh will also rise up on the Last Day to condemn us if we reject His call to repentance and faith.


4. God does not take pleasure in our suffering. He allows hardships so that we might take notice and obey. So also
when Jonah had suffered through his ordeal, God called to him again.


5. Bringing the Word of God will very seldom make us popular with the world, for God's Word begins with the
condemnation of the law. No one likes to be condemned, but only the hammer blows of the law can break the
stubborn, rebellious pride of our sinful hearts. Think of how much courage it took for Jonah to speak law to the cruel
inhabitants of Nineveh. What things today make us afraid to speak God's Word?


6. This lesson demonstrates how eager God is to forgive sinful mankind and to shower us with His blessings. Yet
forgiveness comes only through repentance.


7. As God demonstrated to Jonah just how much more valuable human beings are than material things on this earth, so
the students should be led to recognize that all our hearts are filled with the same selfish nonsense that clouded
Jonah's understanding. (We might, for example, hope that the star player on the other team gets hurt so that our team
might win; or we might lose sight of the fact that the life of a human being is more important than the earthly
inheritance others might leave for us.)


8. Point out how foolish it would be to "not know your right hand from your left," and then help the student to realize
that that is how unbelievers are spiritually. Even young children can be teachers of those who do not know God's
Word or Jesus as their Savior.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Deuteronomy 6:4 - Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.


Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding;


Psalm  143:10 - Teach me to do Your will, For You are my God


Middle
Matthew  4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


Matthew 7:24 - Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who
built his house on the rock


Matthew 16:24 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me.


Upper
Psalm  90:2 - Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the earth and the world, Even from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God.


Jeremiah 23:28 - He who has My word, let him speak My word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat?" says the
LORD.


Colossians 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through Him.


HYMN CHOICES
Take My Life and Let It Be - TLH #400
Jesus Lead Thou On - TLH #410
What God Ordains Is Always Good - TLH #521:1-4
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Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


What safety rules do you know about
fire? What do things look like when they’ve
been in a fire?  Today we will hear about three
men who were protected by God in a fiery
furnace.


While King Nebuchadnezzar was still
ruling over the people of Israel, he decided to
have a very large idol built. It was very and
covered with gold. All of the people in the
land were told to bow down and pray to the
statue when they heard music. The king
decided that anyone who did not bow down
and pray would be thrown into a fiery furnace.
There were three men who believed in the true
God and knew it would be a sin to bow and
pray to the idol. 


One day the sound of music was heard,
but Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did
not bow down. Some of the king’s men saw
this and told the king. 


Nebuchadnezzar asked that the three
men be brought to him. He gave the men one
more chance to bow to the statue or they
would be killed in the furnace.


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
were not afraid of the king’s words, and said to
him, “O king, our God is able to save us from
being killed in your fiery furnace. If our God
wants to save us, we will not die in the fire. But
even if the Lord wants us to die that way, we
will never bow down to your idol of gold.”  


This angered the king, who made the
fire seven times hotter than before, and
ordered the three men to be tied and thrown
into the furnace. It was so hot that the guards
died. To the king’s surprise, the three men did
not die. In fact, when he looked into the


furnace, he saw 4 men. The fourth man was an
angel of the Lord. 


Nebuchadnezzar said,  "Did we not cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire?" 


So he ordered that the three men be
brought out of the furnace. He was surprised to
see that not one hair had been burnt, and
their clothes didn’t even smell like smoke.
When Nebuchadnezzar saw this he said that
there was no other god that could have saved
the three men but the true God. Then he
made Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
leaders in his country.


The three men believed in the one,
true God.


We believe in the one, true God.


Passage
Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your


God, and Him only you shall serve.


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #252  v. 1 


We all believe in one true God,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Ever-present Help in need,
Praised by all the heav’nly host,
By whose mighty pow’r alone
All is made and wrought and done.
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Classroom Activity - Picture Review  - Read the
sentences aloud to the children. Have them draw lines to match the
sentence with the picture answer.


1. Who was King Nebuchadnezzar?!


2. What did he make of gold?!


3. Who would not bow down?!


4. Where were they thrown?!


5. Who was with them in the fire?!
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Classroom Art Activity - Fiery Furnace Plate - Each child will need a
paper plate, furnace outline, men in fire and glue stick. Fold back about 2" of the paper
plate. It should stand up by itself. Color, cut out and glue the figures to the plate as shown.
Color, cut out and glue the furnace to the outer edge as shown.
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Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego confessed their faith in the one
true God even though it meant possible death.
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The Story


What safety rules do you know
about fire? What do things look like when
they’ve been in a fire?  Today we will hear
about three men who were protected by
God in a fiery furnace.


While King Nebuchadnezzar was still
ruling over the people of Israel, he
decided to have a very large idol built. It
was about 90 feet tall, nine feet wide, and
covered with gold. All of the people in the
land of Babylon were told to bow down
and pray to the statue when they heard
the sounds of different kinds of instruments.
He decided that anyone who did not bow
down and pray would be thrown into a
fiery furnace. There were three men who
been taken from Israel to serve
Nebuchadnezzar named Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. They believed
in the true God and knew it would be a sin
to bow and pray to the idol. 


One day the sound of music was
heard, but Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego did not bow down. Some of
the king’s men saw this and said to the
king, “O king, there are three men from
Israel who have not obeyed you. They did
not worship your idol of gold.”  


Nebuchadnezzar asked that the
three men be brought to him. He gave the
men one more chance, but promised that
if they didn’t bow to the statue, they
would be killed in the furnace. He even
made fun of the fact that there would be
no god who could ever save them from
the fire.


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
were not afraid of the king’s words, and
said to him, “O king, our God is able to
save us from being killed in your fiery
furnace. If our God wants to save us, we
will not die in the fire. But even if the Lord
wants us to die that way, we will never
bow down to your idol of gold.”  


This angered the king, who made
the fire seven times hotter than before,
and ordered the three men to be tied and
thrown into the furnace. It was so hot that
the guards ordered to throw the men into
the furnace died, but to the king’s surprise,
the three men did not die. In fact, when
he looked into the furnace, he saw 4 men.
The fourth man was an angel of the Lord. 


Nebuchadnezzar said to the men
with him,  "Did we not cast three men
bound into the midst of the fire?" 


They answered and said to the king,
"True, O king." 


So he ordered that the three men
be brought out of the furnace. He was
surprised to see that not one hair had
been burnt, and their clothes didn’t even
smell like smoke. When Nebuchadnezzar
saw this, he said, “Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
sent His Angel and delivered His servants
who trusted in Him.”  


He saw that there was no other god
that could have saved the three men but
the true God. Then he made Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego leaders in his
country.


God wants us to confess and share our faith in the one true Savior,
Jesus Christ.


Activity One - Answer these questions about the story.


1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar insist that all his people do?
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2. Who refused to do this?


3. What was the punishment if they disobeyed?


4. Why would it have been wrong for the men to follow the king’s order?


5. Whom did God send to protect these men?


6. If someone asks you to do something against God’s Word, who should you
follow, God or man?


Activity Two - Follow the directions for this art activity.


Materials: 
< shoe boxes for the class
< various colors of construction paper or magazines
< drawing paper or the figures on the next page


Instructions for students: 
1. Cut out pieces of red, orange, and yellow from construction pieces or out


of magazine pieces that have these colors. 


2. Glue the collage of flames on the inside of the box. 


3. Draw five people or use the pictures on the next page, cut them out, and
glue the three men and the angel in the box and place King
Nebucadnezzar outside the flames. Show that God did not allow the fire
to hurt them or their clothes in any way.
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you


shall serve.


Psalm 46:1 -   God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in


trouble.


Hymn - TLH #447 v. 1 


Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.


Prayer


Lord God,
We know that we are often afraid of the world and our enemies.  Thank You for
sending Your Son to fight and win the battle against the devil, the world, and
our sinful nature. We look forward to the day when we will join You in the glory
of heaven.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.    
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Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego confessed their faith in the one
true God even though it meant possible death.
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The Story


What safety rules do you know
about fire? What do things look like when
they’ve been in a fire?  Today we will hear
about three men who were put in a fiery
furnace but were protected by God.


While King Nebuchadnezzar was still
ruling over the people of Israel, he
decided to have a very large idol built. It
was about 90 feet tall, nine feet wide, and
covered with gold. All of the people in the
land of Babylon were told to bow down
and pray to the statue when they heard
the sounds of different kinds of instruments.
Nebuchadnezzar decided that anyone
who did not bow down and pray, would
be thrown into a fiery furnace. There were
three men who had been taken from
Israel to serve Nebuchadnezzar. They
were  named Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. They believed in the true God
and knew it would be a sin to bow and
pray to the idol. 


One day the sound of music was
heard, but Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego did not bow down. Some of
the king’s men saw this and said to the
king, “O king, there are three men from
Israel who have not obeyed you. They did
not worship your idol of gold.”  


Nebuchadnezzar asked that the
three men be brought to him. He gave the
men one more chance, but promised that
if they didn’t bow to the statue, they
would be killed in the furnace of fire. He
even made fun of the fact that there
would be no god who could ever save
them from the fire.


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
were not afraid of the king’s words. They
said to him, “O king, our God is able to
save us from being killed in your fiery
furnace. If our God wants to save us, we
will not die in the fire. But even if the Lord
wants us to die that way, we will never
bow down to your idol of gold.”  


This angered the king. He made the
fire seven times hotter than before, and
ordered the three men to be tied and
thrown into the furnace. It was so hot that
the guards who were ordered to throw
the men into the furnace died. To the
king’s surprise, the three men did not die. In
fact, when he looked into the furnace, he
saw four men. The fourth man was the
angel of the Lord. 


Nebuchadnezzar said to the men
with him,  "Did we not cast three men
bound into the midst of the fire?" 


They answered and said to the king,
"True, O king." 


So he ordered that the three men
be brought out of the furnace. He was
surprised to see that not one hair had
been burnt, and their clothes didn’t even
smell like smoke. When Nebuchadnezzar
saw this, he said, “Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
sent His Angel and delivered His servants
who trusted in Him.”  


He saw that there was no other god
that could have saved the three men but
the true God. Then he made Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego leaders in his
country.
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Activity One - Answer these questions about the story.


1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar insist that all his people do?


2. Who refused to do this?


3. What was the punishment if someone disobeyed?


4. When given a second chance, what answer did the three men give?


5. As a response, what order did the king give about the fire in the furnace?


6. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were confident that God could
deliver them, and that He would do so it if was His will.  What were they
willing to do in case God decided not to deliver them?


7. Whom did God send to deliver the three men?


8. If God allows struggles to come our way, does it mean that He does not
love us?  Why?  


9. What do troubles help us remember?


10. Will God ever send us more struggle than we can bear?


11. Whom does God send to deliver us from the struggles in
this world?


12. Whom did God send to win the battle against sin, death,
and the devil?  How was this battle won?


Activity Two - Follow the directions for this art activity.


Materials: 
< shoe box for each child in the class
< various colors of construction paper or magazines
< King Nebuchadnezzar on this page and the three men and the


angel on the next page (enlarge these if you wish)
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Instructions for students: 
1. Cut out pieces of red, orange and


yellow (in the shape of flames) from
the construction paper or out of
magazine pieces that have these
colors.


2. Glue the collage of flames on the
inside of the box. 


3. Cut out the five people and glue the
three men and the angel into the box.
Place King Nebuchadnezzar outside
the flames. Show that God did not
allow the fire to hurt them or their
clothes in any way.


Activity Three - Match the numbers with the letters to
find the Bible passage that is a great comfort to us.


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
6 11 3 8 14 11 16 13 13 4 5 16 6 4


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , __
1 10 3 14 15 13 4 10 6 15 7 1


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
17 4 13 18 12 13 4 14 4 10 15 7 4 9 12


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .


8 10 15 13 11 16 2 9 4


God wants us to confess and share our faith in the one true Savior,
Jesus Christ.


A = 1
B = 2


D = 3
E = 4


F = 5
G = 6


H = 7
I = 8


L = 9
N = 10


O = 11
P = 12


R = 13
S = 14


T = 15
U = 16


V = 17
Y = 18
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.


Psalm 46:1 -   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.


Hymn - TLH #447 v. 1, 3 


Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.


Cast care aside; upon thy Guide
Lean, and His mercy will provide;
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its Life and Christ its Love.


Prayer


Lord God,
We know that we are often afraid of the world and our enemies.  Thank You for
sending Your Son to fight and win the battle against the devil, the world, and
our sinful nature. We look forward to the day when we will join You in the glory
of heaven.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.    
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Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3


Would you be willing to defend your beliefs? Are you
willing to die defending them? 


Today’s lesson shows us the faith of three men who
showed by their actions that they would not go along with the
crowd and worship an idol.


Prayer


Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine. Amen


The Story - Daniel 3 (paraphrased)


Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon,
made an image of gold, whose height was 90
feet and its width 9 feet. He then sent word to
gather together all the important rulers and
officials of the provinces, to come to the
dedication of the image which the king had
set up. So all the officials of the provinces
gathered together for the dedication. 


Then a herald cried aloud, "To you it is
commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, that at the time you hear the
sound of the music which the instruments play,
you shall fall down and worship the gold image
that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.
Whoever does not fall down and worship shall
be cast immediately into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace." 


So at that time, when all the people
heard the sound of the music, they worshiped
the gold image. 


At that time certain Chaldeans came
forward and accused the Jews. They spoke
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live


forever! You, O king, have made a decree that
everyone who hears the sound of the music
shall fall down and worship the gold image.
There are certain Jews whom you have set
over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these
men, O king, have not paid due regard to you.
They do not serve your gods or worship the
gold image which you have set up." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury,
gave the command to bring Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought
these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar
spoke, saying to them, "Is it true, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed- Nego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the gold image
which I have set up? Now if you fall down and
worship the image which I have made, good!
But if you do not worship, you shall be cast
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver
you from my hands?" 


Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- Nego
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answered and said to the king, "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer
you in this matter. If that is the case, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be
known to you, O king, that we do not serve
your gods, nor will we worship the gold image
which you have set up." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury,
and the expression on his face changed
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.
He spoke and commanded that they heat the
furnace seven times more than it was usually
heated. He commanded certain mighty men
of valor who were in his army to bind
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and
cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then
these men were bound in their coats, their
trousers, their turbans, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace. Therefore, because the
king's command was urgent, and the furnace
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed
those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. These three men , Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 


Then King Nebuchadnezzar was
astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke,
saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three
men bound into the midst of the fire?" 


They answered and said to the king,
"True, O king." 


"Look!" he answered, "I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they
are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like
the Son of God." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the
mouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke,
saying, "Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego,
servants of the Most High God, come out, and
come here."


Then Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire.
And the satraps, administrators, governors, and
the king's counselors gathered together, and
they saw these men on whose bodies the fire
had no power; the hair of their head was not
singed nor were their garments affected, and
the smell of fire was not on them.


Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed
be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered
His servants who trusted in Him, and they have
frustrated the king's word, and yielded their
bodies, that they should not serve nor worship
any god except their own God! Therefore I
make a decree that any people, nation, or
language which speaks anything amiss against
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
Nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses
shall be made an ash heap; because there is
no other God who can deliver like this." 


Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of
Babylon.


Outer Aim - Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego confessed their faith in the
one true God even though it meant possible death.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these discussion questions together.


1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar insist that all his people do?
2. Who refused to do this?
3. What was the punishment if they disobeyed?
4. When given a second chance, what was their answer?
5. As a response, what order did the king give to do to the furnace?
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6. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were confident that God could deliver them and
that He would do so it if was His will.  What were they willing to do in case God decided
not to deliver them?


7. Whom did God send to deliver the three men?
8. If God allows struggles to come our way, does it mean that He does not love us?  Why? 


What do they help us remember?
9. Will God ever send us more struggle than we can bear?
10. Whom does God send to deliver us from the struggles in this world?
11. Whom did God send to win the battle against sin, death, and the devil?  How did he


do this?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Match the numbers with the letters to find the Bible
passage that is a great comfort to us.


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
6 11 3 8 14 11 16 13 13 4 5 16 6 4


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , __
1 10 3 14 15 13 4 10 6 15 7 1


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
17 4 13 18 12 13 4 14 4 10 15 7 4 9 12


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .
8 10 15 13 11 16 2 9 4


A = 1
B = 2


D = 3
E = 4


F = 5
G = 6


H = 7
I = 8


L = 9
N = 10


O = 11
P = 12


R = 13
S = 14


T = 15
U = 16


V = 17
Y = 18
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Your Turn - Fill in the CROSSWORD PUZZLE.


Across
1. How many feet


tall was the
statue?


2. What was played
to signal for the
people to bow?


3. What was the
name of one of
the men in the
fiery furnace?


4. What was the
statue covered
with?


6. In what country
did this take
place?


Down
1.  What was the


name of the
king?


4.  Who sent an
angel of the Lord
to deliver the
men?


5.  How many times
hotter was the
furnace made?


Inner Aim - God wants us to confess and share our faith in the one true Savior,
Jesus Christ.


1


2


3


4


5


6
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'


1 Corinthians 10:13 -  God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape.


Hymn - TLH #447


Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.


Run the straight race thro’ God’s good grace;
Lift up thine eyes and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the Path and Christ the Prize.


Cast care aside; upon thy Guide
Lean, and His mercy will provide;
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its Life and Christ its Love.


Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is All in all to thee. Amen


Prayer


Dear Lord God, 
We know that we are often afraid of the world.  We are tempted and asked to do many


things that are contrary to Your Word.  It fills us with doubt in Your power.  For this forgive us
and help us to have no fear of enemies.  Thank You for sending Your Son to fight and win the
battle against the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.  We could not fight that battle on
our own.  Give us the understanding that You will never tempt us more than we are able. 
And finally, may Your will be done as You see fit.  We look forward to the day when we will
join You in the glory of heaven.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.    
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Three Men in the Fiery Furnace
Daniel 3


Would you be willing to defend your beliefs? Are you
willing to die defending them? 


Today’s lesson shows us the faith of three men who
showed by their actions that they would not go along with
the crowd and worship an idol.


Prayer


Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine. Amen


The Story - Daniel 3 (paraphrased)


Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon,
made an image of gold, whose height was 90
feet and its width 9 feet. He then sent word to
gather together all the important rulers and
officials of the provinces, to come to the
dedication of the image which the king had
set up. So all the officials of the provinces
gathered together for the dedication. 


Then a herald cried aloud, "To you it is
commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages, that at the time you hear the
sound of the music which the instruments
play, you shall fall down and worship the gold
image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.
Whoever does not fall down and worship
shall be cast immediately into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace." 


So at that time, when all the people


heard the sound of the music, they worshiped
the gold image. 


At that time certain Chaldeans came
forward and accused the Jews. They spoke
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king,
live forever! You, O king, have made a
decree that everyone who hears the sound
of the music shall fall down and worship the
gold image. There are certain Jews whom
you have set over the affairs of the province
of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not
paid due regard to you. They do not serve
your gods or worship the gold image which
you have set up." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and
fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. So they brought
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these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar
spoke, saying to them, "Is it true, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed- Nego, that you do not
serve my gods or worship the gold image
which I have set up? Now if you fall down
and worship the image which I have made,
good! But if you do not worship, you shall be
cast immediately into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace. And who is the god who will
deliver you from my hands?" 


Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- Nego
answered and said to the king, "O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
answer you in this matter. If that is the case,
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will
deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not,
let it be known to you, O king, that we do not
serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold
image which you have set up." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury,
and the expression on his face changed
toward Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded that
they heat the furnace seven times more than
it was usually heated. He commanded certain
mighty men of valor who were in his army to
bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego,
and cast them into the burning fiery furnace.
Then these men were bound in their coats,
their trousers, their turbans, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace. Therefore, because the
king's command was urgent, and the furnace
exceedingly hot, the flame of the fire killed
those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego. These three men , Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 


Then King Nebuchadnezzar was


astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke,
saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast
three men bound into the midst of the fire?" 


They answered and said to the king,
"True, O king." 


"Look!" he answered, "I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and
they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is
like the Son of God." 


Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the
mouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke,
saying, "Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, servants of the Most High God,
come out, and come here."


Then Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego came from the midst of the fire.
And the satraps, administrators, governors,
and the king's counselors gathered together,
and they saw these men on whose bodies
the fire had no power; the hair of their head
was not singed nor were their garments
affected, and the smell of fire was not on
them.


Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying,
"Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and
delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and
they have frustrated the king's word, and
yielded their bodies, that they should not
serve nor worship any god except their own
God! Therefore I make a decree that any
people, nation, or language which speaks
anything amiss against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed- Nego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash
heap; because there is no other God who
can deliver like this." 


Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego in the province of
Babylon.


Outer Aim - Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego confessed their faith in the
one true God even though it meant possible death.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer these discussion questions together.


1. What did King Nebuchadnezzar insist that all his people do?
2. Who refused to do this?


3. What was the punishment if they disobeyed?


4. When given a second chance, what was their answer?
5. As a response, what order did the king give to do to the furnace?


6. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were confident that God could deliver them and
that He would do so it if was His will.  What were they willing to do in case God decided
not to deliver them?


7. Whom did God send to deliver the three men?


8. If God allows struggles to come our way, does it mean that He does not love us?  Why? 
What do they help us remember?


9. Will God ever send us more struggle than we can bear?


10. Whom does God send to deliver us from the struggles in this world?


11. Whom did God send to win the battle against sin, death, and the devil?  How did he
do this?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up the passages in the first column.  In the spaces
provided, tell how they apply to the story, then how they apply to our lives.
  


Passage Application to the STORY Application to YOU


Hebrews 1:14
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Passage Application to the STORY Application to YOU


Matthew 10:32b


Isaiah 43:1-3


Psalm 118:1-9


Inner Aim - God wants us to confess and share our faith in the one true Savior,
Jesus Christ.
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


1 Corinthians 10:13 - God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape.


Hymn - TLH #447


Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.


Run the straight race thro’ God’s good grace;
Lift up thine eyes and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the Path and Christ the Prize.


Cast care aside; upon thy Guide
Lean, and His mercy will provide;
Lean, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its Life and Christ its Love.


Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is All in all to thee. Amen


Prayer


Dear Lord God, 
We know that we are often afraid of the world.  We are tempted and asked to do


many things that are contrary to Your Word.  It fills us with doubt in Your power.  For this
forgive us and help us to have no fear of enemies.  Thank You for sending Your Son to fight
and win the battle against the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.  That battle that we
could not fight on our own.  Give us the understanding that You will never tempt us more
than we are able.  And finally, may Your will be done as You see fit.  We look forward to the
day when we will join You in the glory of heaven.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.    
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STORY October 22, 2002


The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace - (Daniel 3)


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, grant me grace to bear whatever persecution may come for Your Name’s sake, knowing that
no trial can be hotter than the fiery furnace!


VOCABULARY


satrap - A prince with little authority serving an absolute ruler


OUTER AIM
To understand our Lord’s training program for His own.


INNER AIM
To realize that our Lord never tests us beyond what we are able to bear.


BACKGROUND 
Nebuchadnezzar 's dream of the great colossus, with him and his empire being the head of gold.


Account - Nebuchadnezzar made an image completely overlaid with gold--not  solid gold.  


Dimensions--90 feet high and nine feet wide.  Erected in the Plain of  Dure--province of Babylon. 
Assembling of all political personages for the dedication of the image.  At the sound of the music, all were
to fall down and worship the image.  The penalty for failing to worship the image was death in the fiery
furnace.


The image - represented the man-made god--King Nebuchadnezzar.  All the nations had their gods.  The
gods of the Babylonians outranked the gods of the other nations because they had given Nebuchadnezzar
the victory over all other nations and their gods.  From
worshipping the gods of Babylon, it became easy for Nebuchadnezzar to cross the line and consider himself
to be the chief god to be worshiped.  So the command to worship the image was a command to
acknowledge the gods of Babylon as superior to all other gods and Nebuchadnezzar as the highest and
greatest of all gods on the earth.  There is reason to believe that King Nebuchadnezzar erected this massive
image after the fall of Judah
and Jerusalem.  He, as god, had conquered the God of the Jews.  The bowing was thus a religious and
civic function.  Failing to bow would be the double crime of blasphemy and
rebellion.


The Accusation - Certain Chaldeans accused Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego of failing to fall down
and worship the image of Nebuchadnezzar.  Accusers were political opponents of the three men.  Though
enraged by the fact that anyone would dare to dis-
obey his command, Nebuchadnezzar sensed the reason for the charges brought against the three men. He
offered them a second chance.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, grant me grace to obey the Holy Spirit when He lays on my heart the words of the Scriptures.


PRESENTATION


V. 16: "we have no need to answer you in this matter."  No arrogance or fanaticism!  The three are simply
acknowledging the correction of the indictment made against them and declaring that there is no defense or apology that
need be made.  They cast themselves utterly upon God.  It is a case where they were compelled to serve God rather
than man, and for their noble faith they are evidently honored by the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews as those who
by faith “quenched the violence of fire,” Heb. 11:34," 


V. 17:  "If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us..."  There is here no doubting the omnipotence of the Lord
God--His ability to save.  The reference is to the "ethical
ability” i.e, "the ability limited by the divine holiness and righteousness, not the omnipotence of God as such,"  


The Lord could have saved all martyrs down through the ages, but he chose to let most die for their faith. The three
repeat their refusal to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar 's image.


Deliverance-Nebuchadnezzar is furious.  The furnace was heated the furnace seven times hotter.  The three men were
bound in their clothes, and thrown into the furance by Nebuchadnezza’s mighty men.  The furnace was shaped like a
beehive, fueled from the top with an opening on ground level.  Mission accomplished, but outcome was entirely
different from what Nebuchadnezzar expected.


Nebuchadnezzar, and apparently only he, saw four men walking around in the furnace.  The fourth was described by
Nebuchadnezzar as "a son of  the gods," actually the pre-incarnate Son of God.


Nebuchadnezzar called to the three men to come out of the furnace.  There were no bodily burns, their hair was not
singed, garments were not burned, and there was no smell of fire on them.


Reaction of Nebuchadnezzar --  His decree:  "...that any people, nation, or language
which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap, because there is no other God who can deliver like
this," v. 29.


Compare Nebuchadnezzar 's word after Daniel revealed his dream and gave the
interpretation thereof, 2:41:  "Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets."
Nebuchadnezzar never rose above pagan polytheism.  


APPLICATION
1. In our society the parallel of pagan polytheism with its many gods is an appeal to a generic god.  As Nebuchadnezzar
considered Jahve as one of the gods, on occasion even the greatest of the gods, so the Holy Trinity was considered to
be one form of "god."


2.  Comfort:  No matter what the situation may be, our God is able to save us, but we must always prayer, "Thy will be
done."
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Ps. 46:1  - God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble, 


I Cor. 10:13 - God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


HYMN CHOICES
In the Hour of Trial  - TLH #516
If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee - TLH #518
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Job
Job


Job said, “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD.”
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The Story


A long time ago there was man named
Job who believed in the True God. He was
blessed by the Lord in many ways. The Lord
gave Job and his wife 10  children. Seven of
them were boys and three were girls. The
Lord also gave Job many herds of animals.
Job owned camels that could be ridden
across the desert. He owned oxen that he
could yoke together and plow his fields. He
owned many sheep whose wool he could
shear and use for clothing. Job also owned
many donkeys. Job was a very rich man.


Job lived on earth, and the Lord
watched Job from His place in heaven. One
day,  the Lord met with a group of angels,
and Satan, the fallen angel that we call the
devil, was there. The Lord asked him where
he had come from, and Satan answered that
he had come from walking around on earth.
The Lord asked Satan if he had noticed Job, a
faithful servant of the Lord.


“Yes,” Satan replied, “but maybe Job is
faithful to You because You have blessed him
with many things.”


Satan wanted to tempt Job to fall


away from believing God, and the Lord gave
Satan permission to tempt Job in any way
except to hurt his body.


Satan was delighted to go out and


make trouble, and he started by sending
enemies to steal all of Job’s oxen and
donkeys and kill all of Job’s servants. Next the
Devil sent a fire to burn up all of the sheep. He
sent more thieves to drive away all of Job’s
camels. Finally, Satan sent a wind storm that
blew the tent down over all of Job’s children


and they died. Job heard all this news and
was very sad. He tore his clothes and shaved
his head and was very upset, but rather than
get angry with God, he said these beautiful
words, “The Lord gave and the Lord has
taken away. Blessed be the name of the
Lord.”


The Lord loved Job and again showed


him as an example to Satan. Satan dared to
speak to God again and said that if Job was
hurt in his own body, then he would turn
away from loving the Lord. 


Again the Lord permitted Satan to
tempt Job by hurting his body, but the Lord
ordered that Satan could not kill Job.


So the Devil decided to make Job very


sick with sores all over his body.  The sores are
called boils. Boils itch and hurt very much,
and Job had these boils covering his entire
body, from his head to his feet. Job felt
terrible, but in all his misery, he again spoke


beautiful words of confession, “I know that
my Redeemer lives.”


Job still believed in the Lord and knew
that his Savior would be coming to take his
sins away. 


The Lord triumphed over the Devil. He


didn’t forget His servant Job, and after a time,
the Lord gave back to Job all his camels, and
oxen, and donkeys, and sheep. He blessed
Job with seven more sons and three more
daughters and it is written that Job’s
daughters were more beautiful than any
other in the land. Job lived a long life and he
enjoyed his children and grandchildren and
their children.


God allowed Satan to take earthly possessions away from Job.
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Activity One - Answer these Review Questions together.


1. Who was the man in our lesson
today?


2. What were some of the things he
had that made him very rich?


3. What did the LORD allow Satan to
do to him?


4. What happened to Job’s faith?
5. What was the next trial from Satan to


Job?
6. How was Job’s faith then?
7. What blessings did God give Job


after the Devil took everything?


Activity Two - Look at all the pictures below. What are they? Think of Job. Circle
the pictures of the blessings that were taken away and given back to Job. Which of
these pictures could God give to you as a blessing?


Material wealth is “here today, gone tomorrow”, but spiritual wealth
lasts forever.
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Passage


Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


Hymn - TLH #200 or v. 1, 7 


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead
He lives my ever living Head.


He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Please give me patience to accept all of the troubles
You allow to come my way. Give me strength through Your powerful Word to
stand firm and trust in You and Your Son, my Savior, Jesus. Thank You for the
forgiveness and salvation we have through Jesus so that some day we will be
in heaven.  I ask this in my Savior’s name. Amen.
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Job
Job


Job said, “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD.”
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The Story


A long time ago there was man
named Job who believed in the True
God. He was blessed by the Lord in
many ways. The Lord gave Job and
his wife 10  children. Seven of them
were boys and three were girls. The
Lord also gave Job many herds of
animals. Job owned camels that
could be ridden across the desert.
He owned oxen that he could use to
plow his fields. He owned many
sheep whose wool he could use for
clothing. Job also owned many
donkeys. Job was a very rich man.


Job lived on earth in the land
of Uz, and the Lord watched Job
from His place in heaven. One day, 
the Lord met with a group of angels.
Satan, the fallen angel whom we
call the Devil, was there. The Lord
asked him where he had come from.
Satan answered that he had come
from walking around on earth. The
Lord asked Satan if he had noticed
Job, a faithful servant of the Lord.


“Yes,” Satan replied, “but
maybe Job is faithful to You because
You have blessed him with many
things.” Satan wanted to tempt Job
to fall away from believing God. The
Lord gave Satan permission to tempt
Job in any way except to hurt his
body.


Satan was delighted to go out
and make trouble. He started by
sending enemies to steal all of Job’s
oxen and donkeys and kill all of


Job’s servants. Next the Devil sent a
fire to burn up all of the sheep. He
sent more thieves to drive away all
of Job’s camels. Finally, Satan sent a
wind storm that blew down a house
on all of Job’s children and they
died. Job heard all this news and
was very sad. He tore his clothes and
shaved his head and was very upset.
Rather than getting angry with God
though, Job said these beautiful
words, “The Lord gave and the Lord
has taken away. Blessed be the
name of the Lord.”


The Lord still loved Job and
again showed him as an example to
Satan. Satan dared to speak to God
again, and said that if Job was hurt
in his own body, then he would turn
away from loving the Lord. 


Again the Lord permitted Satan
to tempt Job. This time Satan could
hurt Job’s body, but the Lord
ordered that Satan could not kill Job.


So the Devil decided to make
Job very sick with sores all over his
body.  The sores are called boils. Boils
itch and hurt very much, and Job
had these boils covering his entire
body, from his head to his feet. Job
felt terrible, but in all his misery, he
again spoke beautiful words of
confession, “I know that my
Redeemer lives.”


Job still believed in the Lord
and knew that his Savior would be
coming to take his sins away. 
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The Devil did not succeed in
taking Job away from God. God
didn’t forget His servant Job, and
after a time, the Lord gave back to
Job all his camels, and oxen, and
donkeys, and sheep. He also 
blessed Job with seven more sons


 and three more daughters. It is
written that Job’s daughters were
more beautiful than any other in the
land. Job lived a long life and he
enjoyed his children and
grandchildren and their children.


God allowed Satan to take earthly possessions away from Job.


Activity One - Answer these questions, rearrange the letters of the answer and place
the letters in the box. Then put the numbers below to make a sentence that describes Job.


Land where the story takes place. ZU


Animals that give wool. HEPSE
5


Animals that are yoked together. NEOX
3


He loved God more than his earthly goods. BOJ


He tempted Job to sin. NASAT
1 4 2


JOB WAS ...
M W I F I


1 2 3 4 5 1 4 5
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Activity Two - Look at all the pictures below. What is each one? Think of
Job. Circle the pictures of the blessings that were taken away and given
back to Job. Which blessings does God give you that are like the blessings
God gave to Job?


Earthly wealth is “here today, gone tomorrow”, but spiritual wealth
lasts forever.
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Passages


Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


James 1:2 -  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.


Hymn - TLH #200 or v. 1, 6, 7 


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead
He lives my ever living Head.


He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly Friend,
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.


He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Please give me patience to accept all of the troubles You allow to come my
way. Give me strength through Your powerful Word to stand firm and trust in
You and Your Son, my Savior, Jesus. Thank You for the forgiveness and salvation
we have through Jesus. Some day we will be with you in heaven.  I ask this in
my Savior’s name. Amen.
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Job
Job 1-2:1-10; 19:25-27; 38:1-3; 40:1-5; 42:1-6, 10-17


Would you be able to turn down that money so
that you could hear God’s Word?


You may have to make that choice as you get
older and decide what you should do - go to church or
work at a job. With God’s help you will make a good
decision. 


God gave a very rich man named Job the faith
to love Him more than wealth.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Please be with me today and through my life as I study Your Holy Word. Strengthen my


faith so that I will be like Job and conquer every temptation of Satan with the Holy Spirit’s
help. Be with me today in class to listen and learn from my teacher. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story


There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job.  He was a believer
in the Triune God. Job was very wealthy
because he was blessed by the Lord. He
had ten children, seven of them were boys
and three of them were girls. Job owned
7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 500 yoke of
oxen, 500 donkeys, and he had many
servants.


Satan told God that Job was faithful
to the Lord ONLY because the Lord had
richly blessed Job with earthly treasures
and possessions. Satan challenged God to
take away the earthly “things”, concluding
that Job would curse God.


The Lord then said to Satan, “Behold
all that he has is in your power; only do not
lay a hand on his person.”


Satan then began to destroy Job’s
possessions.  First, the Sabeans raided Job’s
oxen and donkeys. They killed the servants
tending the animals and took every beast
back to their country. Next, a fire came
down and burned up all of Job’s sheep
and also the shepherds guarding the flock.


Then, the Chaldeans raided the
grazing camel herd and took them away.
They killed all of the servants except the
one who had fled to Job to report the loss.
Finally, a great wind destroyed the tents in
which his children were feasting.  All of his
sons and daughters lay dead.


All of this news came to Job within a
very short time. He heard it, stood up, tore
his robe, shaved his head, and fell to the
ground and worshiped. He said, “Naked I
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came from my mother’s womb, and naked
shall I return there.  The LORD gave, and
the LORD has taken away; blessed be the
name of the LORD.”


Satan spoke with God again, saying
that if someone would harm his own body,
then the faithful servant would curse his
Lord and Master. The Lord responded by
permitting Satan to deal with Job as he
wished, but the Lord would not permit
Satan to end Job’s life. 


Satan went out and immediately
struck Job with painful boils. The sores
covered Job from head to foot, and Job
was miserable. He sat down in a bed of
ashes and used a broken piece of pottery
to scratch his sores. Job’s wife came and
suggested the he curse God and die, but
Job responded by saying, “Shall we
indeed accept good  from God, and shall
we not accept adversity?”   


So Job’s reaction to what happened
was remarkably patient. He even made
the beautiful confession, “I know that my
Redeemer lives.”


There were times, however, when he
lost his patience. His suffering became so
great that he cursed the day he was born.
Three of Job’s friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and
Zophar, came to visit him. They suggested
that Job’s suffering was due to a sin he
had committed. They advised him to
repent. Finally, the LORD came and spoke
with Job. He declared His power and
wisdom.  Job listened to the Lord and
repented.


In the final verses of the story, the
LORD restored twice as many camels,
oxen, sheep, and donkeys to Job. Job and
his wife had seven more sons and three
more daughters. The daughters were more
beautiful than any others in the land. Job
was given a long life to enjoy all his family
and possessions.


Outer Aim - God allowed Satan to
take earthly possessions away from
Job.


What the Story Tells Us  - Answer the following from the story, unscramble the answer
and write the answer in the boxes. Then use the numbers to make a confession of Job.


1. The land where the lesson takes
place.


2. An animal which gives wool.


ZU


ESPHE


6 15 14
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3. Animals of the desert with humps.


4. Animals which bray. 


5. People who work for another.


6. The faithful man in this lesson.


7. Another name for the devil.


8. These covered Job’s body.


9. The ___ only allowed the devil some
temptations of Job.


10. God gave Job one  ____ after
another.


MASCEL


SEOKYND


REAVNTSS


BJO


ANAST


OBSIL


DORL


SIGSEBNL


9 18


13 2 21 10


16 17 20 5


7 8


1


4 11


12 22 19 3


Job said,


W
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


11 12 13 14 15 9 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following.


1. Give examples showing how Job was rich in an earthly, or material, way.


2. How was Job rich in a spiritual way?


3. Read Matthew 6:19-21 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. " List some “treasures on
earth” and some “treasures in heaven”. 


4. Why are spiritual gifts more important to us?


Passages


Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


Romans 12:12 -  rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in
prayer


James 1:2 - My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,
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Inner Aim - Material wealth is “here today, gone tomorrow”, but spiritual wealth
lasts forever.


Hymn - TLH #200 v. 1, 2, 5-8


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead
He lives, my ever living Head.


He lives triumphant from the grave,
He lives eternally to save,
He lives all-glorious in the sky,
He lives exalted there on high.


He lives to silence all my fears,
He lives to wipe away my tears,
He lives to calm my troubled heart,
He lives all blessings to impart.


He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly Friend,
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.


He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.


He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Please give me patience to accept all of the troubles, trials and tribulations that You


allow to come my way. Give me strength through Your powerful Word to stand firm in my
confidence and trust in You and Your Son, my Savior, Jesus. Help me to always remember
that You permit these troubles to come to us Christians out of Your love for us, and that You
will use them for our eternal good. Lead me to acknowledge my sins which so often bring
troubles upon me. Wash me daily with Jesus’ blood. Help me focus my heart upon the
perfect peace and joy of the heavenly home You have promised us through Jesus. I ask this
in my Savior’s name. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Job - Level 4           9/4/02


Job
Job 1-2:1-10; 19:25-27; 38:1-3; 40:1-5; 42:1-6, 10-17


Would you be able to turn down that money so that
you could hear God’s Word?
You may have to make that choice as you get older
and decide what you should do - go to church or work
at a job. With God’s help you will make a good
decision. God gave a very rich man named Job the
faith to love Him more than wealth.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Please be with me today and through my life as I study Your
Holy Word. Strengthen my faith so that I will be like Job and conquer every temptation of
Satan with the Holy Spirit’s help. Be with me today in class to listen and learn from my
teacher. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story


There was a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job.  He was a believer
in the Triune God. Job was very wealthy
because he was blessed by the Lord. He
had ten children; seven of them were boys
and three of them were girls. Job owned
7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of
oxen, 500 donkeys, and he had many
servants.


Often Job’s sons would give great
parties to which they would invite all of
their brothers and sisters. After each party,
Job would offer up offerings to the LORD to
pray for each of his children.


Job was a child of the LORD and the
LORD used Job as an example to the fallen
angel, Satan. Satan had noticed the


faithful servant, Job, but he dared to ask
God, “Does Job fear God for nothing?”


He ventured to say that Job was
faithful to the LORD only because the
LORD had richly blessed Job with earthly
treasures and possessions. Satan
challenged God to take away the earthly
“things,” concluding that Job would curse
God.


The Lord then said to Satan, “Behold
all that he has is in your power; only do not
lay a hand on his person.”


Satan left the presence of the LORD
and during one of the parties held by Job’s
children, he began to destroy Job’s
possessions. The first news came by a
servant of Job who witnessed that the
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Sabeans raided Job’s oxen and donkeys.
They killed the servants tending the animals
and took every beast back to their country.


While that servant was reporting the
first loss, another servant came to Job with
news that a fire from heaven had come
down and burned up all of Job’s sheep
and also the shepherds guarding the flock.


It was while that report was given
that still another servant came to Job with
the news that three bands of Chaldeans
had raided the grazing camel herd and
driven them off. They killed all of the
servants except the one who had fled to
Job to report the loss.


Again, a fourth servant came to
Job’s door to announce that a great wind
had destroyed the tents in which his
children were feasting. All of his sons and
daughters lay dead.


All of this news came to Job within a
very short time. He heard it, stood up, tore
his robe, shaved his head, and fell to the
ground and worshiped. He said, “Naked I
came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return there.  The LORD gave,
and the LORD has taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD.”


In all this, Job did not sin nor charge
God with wrong.


Another day came when Satan
presented himself before the LORD. Again,
the LORD brought Satan’s attention to
faithful Job. Satan quickly responded that
a man could stay faithful to God even if all
his possessions were stripped from him, but
if you would harm his own body then the
faithful servant would curse his Lord and
Master.


The LORD responded by permitting
Satan to deal with Job as he wished, but
the LORD would not permit Satan to end
Job’s life.


Satan went out and immediately
struck Job with painful boils. The sores
covered Job from head to foot, and Job
was miserable. He sat down in a bed of
ashes and used a broken piece of pottery
to scratch his sores. Job’s wife came and
suggested the he curse God and die, but
Job responded by saying, “Shall we
indeed accept good  from God, and shall
we not accept adversity?”   


So Job’s reaction to what happened
was remarkably patient. He even made
the beautiful confession, “I know that my
Redeemer lives.” There were times,
however, when he lost his patience. His
suffering became so great that he cursed
the day he was born. Three of Job’s friends,
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, came to visit
him. They suggested that Job’s suffering
was due to a sin he had committed. They
advised him to repent. Finally, the LORD
came and spoke with Job. He declared His
power and wisdom.  Job listened to the
Lord and repented.


In the final verses of the story, the
LORD restored twice as many camels,
oxen, sheep, and donkeys to Job. Job and
his wife had seven more sons and three
more daughters. The daughters were more
beautiful than any others in the land. Job
was given a long life to enjoy all his family
and possessions.


Outer Aim - God allowed Satan to take earthly possessions away
from Job.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Answer the following from the story, unscramble the answer and
write the answer in the boxes. Then use the numbers to make a confession of Job.


1. The land where the lesson takes
place.


2. An animal which gives wool.


3. Animals of the desert with humps.


4. People who work for another.


5. The faithful man in this lesson.


6. Animals which bray. 


7. Another name for the devil.


8. These people took Job’s oxen and
donkeys.


9. These covered Job’s body.


10. One of Job’s friends.


11. Another of Job’s friends.


ZU


ESPHE


MASCEL


REAVNTSS


BJO


 SEOKYND


ANAST


SANBESA


OBSIL


LEZHAIP


PZHOAR


15 14


7 9 21


11 20 5 22


3 2 10


8


12


1 18


14 19


4 6 17
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12. Another of Job’s friends. DIADLB


13


Job said,


W
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10


11 12 13 14 15 9 16 17 18 19 20 21 22


What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following.


1. Give examples showing how Job was rich in an earthly, or material, way.


2. How was Job rich in a spiritual way?


3. Read Matthew 6:19-21 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. " List some “treasures on
earth” and some “treasures in heaven”. 


4. Why are spiritual gifts more important to us?







Old Testament 5  Job  - Level 4


Passages


Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things
work together for good to those who love


God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.


Romans 12:12 -  rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer


James 1:2 - My brethren, count it all joy
when you fall into various trials,


Inner Aim - Material wealth is “here today, gone tomorrow,” but
spiritual wealth lasts forever.


Hymn - TLH #200 v. 1, 2, 5-8


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead
He lives my ever living Head.


He lives triumphant from the grave,
He lives eternally to save,
He lives all-glorious in the sky,
He lives exalted there on high.


He lives to bless silence all my fears,
He lives to wipe away my tears,
He lives to calm my troubled heart,
He lives all blessings to impart.


He lives, my kind, wise, heavenly Friend,
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.


He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.


He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence give,
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Please give me patience to accept all of the troubles, trials and
tribulations that You allow to come my way. Give me strength through Your powerful Word to
stand firm in my confidence and trust in You and Your Son, my Savior, Jesus. Help me to
always remember that You permit these troubles to come to us Christians out of Your love for
us, and that You will use them for our eternal good. Lead me to acknowledge my sins which
so often bring troubles upon me. Wash me daily with Jesus’ blood. Help me focus my heart
upon the perfect peace and joy of the heavenly home You have promised us through Jesus.
I ask this in my Savior’s name. Amen.
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STORY
Job's Trial and Patience - Job 1, 2:1-10, 19:25-27; 38:1-3; 40:1-5;
42:1-6; 42:10-17  You may want to bring in some selected verses from chapters 38-41.


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, You suffered the agonies of body and soul to redeem me, a lost and condemned
sinner. Thank you for this redemption. Help me to bear with patience whatever afflictions You send
me and help me to believe that You are only permitting them only for my own spiritual good. Help
me look to You and Your Word again and again for strength in all the trials and temptations of my
life. Guide me with Your Spirit in preparing this lesson to show this truth to the children entrusted to
my care. Lord hear me for the sake of Your innocent suffering and death. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Uz - probably that portion of the Arabian Desert east of Edom
sons of God - angels, called sons because they were created by God
potsherd - broken piece of pottery


OUTER AIM
Job trusted in God even in the midst of tremendous suffering.


INNER AIM
God taught Job that He was in control of Job's life in good times and in bad. We learn that God gives
to us only what is for our best.


BACKGROUND 
The first lesson on Job entails three major portions:


a.  Job 1:1-5 repentance and confession
b.  Job 1:6-22 humble submission to God's will
c.  Job 2:1-10 genuine trust in the Triune God, as opposed to hypocrisy


The second lesson is Job's confident words of trust in His Redeemer:
    Job 19:25-27


The third lesson describes God's rebuke of Job for questioning God’s love for him. We hear of Job's
repentance and of how Job's life ends after the trials and sufferings are all over:


    Job 38:1-3; 40:1-5; 42:1-6; 42:10-17


Job 1:1-5
Job exemplifies a concerned Christian father by his actions after his children's celebrations.  Job was
concerned about their spiritual life and would have a burnt offering sacrificed for his children,
thinking "It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular
custom.


His name meant "one ever returning to God."  He found nothing in all the material possessions God
had given to him (they were many - ten children, 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 oxen, 500
donkeys, a large number of servants, and a great reputation) which could make his spirit rich except
a sorrow over sin, and a repentant faith in a forgiving God.  He craved this kind of spirituality for his
children also, thus the gathering of his family for regular purification ceremonies.
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Job would be ready to pray with David that beautiful penitential Psalm 51, in which the believer relies
on God's mercy and grace for the forgiveness of all his transgressions.  He would be at the back of the
temple with the publican, smiting his breast, eyes cast down, admitting no worthiness in himself.


Applications for Job 1:1-5:


1) Encourage children to set aside a daily heartfelt repentance time.  Bedtime is an excellent time to
discuss the day's shortcomings and sincere sorrow for wrong doings.  Hymn 653 v. 2 is a good prayer,
"Jesus Savior, wash away..."


2) Discuss the unburdening of the soul to a pastor, parent, teacher or Christian friend in times of
grievous sins which really trouble the conscience.


3) Note the sons giving feasts in their homes and inviting their sisters-family love and concern shown.


4) Job offered a burnt offering for each of his children-generous giver, sparing nothing for the Lord-
regularly-not just when he felt like it or when he had leftovers--(widow and her mite).


Job 1:6-22
Vs. 6 the sons of God - angels, because they were created by God and in contrast to Satan and his
angels, who had forfeited the right to be called by that name.


came to present themselves-to report, amid reverent shouts of praise (Isaiah 6:3) how they had
done God's commands (Psalm 103:20-21) and to ask what they were to do next.


Satan...means Adversary.  Enemy of God and man - delighting in injuring and harming men in
their body, inflicting temporal losses of every description (John 8:44), and ultimately leading them to
unbelief and a place with him in "the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels." (Matt. 25:41)


Vs. 7 from going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.  Satan walks about-
prowls about as a lion, seeking whom he may devour, bodily and spiritually (I Peter 5:8)


Vs. 8 My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth.  The Lord gives Job the highest praise, a
good example of a truly pious Christian Vs. 10-11 Satan wanted Job to look like a hypocrite.  Day and
night Satan is the accuser of God's people.  Revelations 12:10, Zechariah 3:1.  (He is also called the
devil meaning slanderer.)


Vs. 12 The Lord allows Satan to afflict Job and all Christians for our soul's benefit.  Note the limit to
which God keeps Satan, mighty but not Almighty as is God.


Vs. 15 Sabeans...Arabian horde from Sheba, a country bordering the Red Sea.


Vs. 16 fire of God...a terrific lightening storm or a shower of brimstone


Vs. 17 Chaldeans...people from Chaldea (Babylonia) which was situated on both sides of the  Euphrates
River and bordered on the Persian Gulf.


Vs. 20 tore his robe and shaved his head...Oriental signs of deep grief and sorrow.  He had sustained an
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extraordinarily heavy loss in one day:
1) his oxen and mules; 2) his sheep; 3) his camels; 4) all his servants, farm laborers,
shepherds, herdsmen, and by far the greatest loss 5) all of his children.


Vs. 21 Words of a truly meek Christian: "The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be
the name of the LORD." The Giver of all good gifts had a right to take from him everything that He had
given him, a model of patient submission to the will of God.


Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane is the supreme example of submission to God's Holy will.  Review
His earnest prayer before His Father's throne in full knowledge of the coming suffering, agony and
tortuous death He was soon to undergo; yet, He prays "not My will but Thine be done." 
Uncomplainingly Jesus suffered for all of us.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, please give me patience to accept all of the troubles, trials and tribulations that
You allow to come my way. Give me strength through Your powerful Word to stand firm in my
confidence and trust in You and Your Son, my Savior, Jesus. Help me to always remember that You
permit these troubles to come to us Christians out of Your love for us, and that You will use them for
our eternal good. Lead me to acknowledge my sins which so often bring troubles upon me.  Wash me
daily with Jesus' blood. Help me focus my heart upon the perfect peace and joy of the heavenly home
You have promised us through Jesus. We ask this in our Savior's name. Amen.   


PRESENTATION
1) Foremost in our prayers should be the words of Christ, "Thy will be done." Encourage the students to
discuss the content of their prayers. 


2) Discuss our frequent complaining attitude, despairing in adversity instead of praising God through it
all.  We accept the good from the Lord without question, why not the bad which we by nature deserve.
Romans 5:3; James 1:2


3) Discuss Satan as a very real adversary, not some boogeyman out there to scare us.   I Pet. 5:8


4) Explain the limits of Satan's powers.  Show forth the omnipotence (unlimited power) of the Triune
God.  The Son of God on earth could even cast out demons (thousands at a time). 
Luke 8:26-39    We can also resist the devil with faith in Christ.  I Peter 5:9


Job 2:1-10
vs. 3 Have you considered my servant Job?... Have you observed how faithful he has remained in the
great trial which has come upon him?


vs. 4 Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life...Satan would like to see Job suffer
still more, he delights in harming man.


vs. 6 spare his life...In order to test Job's faith, the Lord permitted Satan to cause him great bodily
suffering, but again He limited Satan's power.


vs. 7 painful boils...The disease was the worst form of leprosy, with horrible ulcers or boils and a
swollen condition of the joints which would make him helpless.  (Rupprecht pg. 142)
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vs. 8 And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself...extreme itching from the
festering sores so that he used this method to give himself some relief by scratching himself with a
broken piece of pottery.


vs. 9 his wife said...To see his wife turn from him with blasphemy on her lips only added to Job's
misery.  (Luther's explanation to the Sixth Petition: "the world and our flesh may not deceive us nor lead
us into misbelief, hopelessness, or any other shameful or sinful acts.")


vs. 10 shall we indeed accept good... Job reveals his strong love for God in rebuking his wife.  A
beautiful answer!


APPLICATION
1) Encourage some discussion on two-faced people, how they say one thing to someone and then turn
around and do or say the opposite to someone else to look good in the eyes of all.  Hypocrisy is
detestable.  So, too, here the devil tried to prove that Job spoke only good of the Lord when he had his
health.  How did Job prove the devil wrong?


2) Coming to church on a Sunday, singing praises, worshiping the Savior for an hour and then living like
the rest of the world shows no genuineness of heart.


3) Job's wife tried to get him to commit blasphemy.  Are we like her when our loved ones have problems
and we give ungodly advice instead of Scriptural counsel?  Our example to those in need or to those
younger than we should be of godly concern to us.  "But whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if  a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were
drowned in the depths of the sea."  Matt.18:6


4) The New Testament lesson of Ananias and Sapphira brings home with fearful power the dangerous
game of playing the hypocrite.  "Be not deceived, God is not mocked."


5) The Lord does permit some trials, troubles and temptations to come to each of us (lengthy sickness,
father looses job, parents become sick, death of a loved one, friends turn against us, school work is very
difficult.)  But God won't tempt us beyond what we are able to bear.  He will make a way to escape. I
Corinthians 10:13   When these troubles come to us, God wants us to remain firm in our faith and to not
turn away from Him. God cares for us. In His love He will give us only that which is best for us, even
though at times it may seem that God does not love us. We never need to be afraid or worried that God
will forget about us or let our troubles overcome us.  II Corinthians 12:10


Job 19:25-27 
Job in his anguish, pain, sorrow and grief yet yearns, hungers and thirsts after the righteousness of His
God.  He has no righteousness of his own with which to stand before His God.  In confident faith He
cries out: "I know that my Redeemer lives!"  His belief that he shall see God face to face surprises many
who believe that the Judeo-Christian religion was an evolutionary (progressive) teaching.  How could
Job who lived during the days of Abraham be so clear on such a teaching as the resurrection?  Job's
desire was to be clothed with Christ; his Redeemer here on earth; but even more than that, to be clothed
with his Savior for an eternity.  "How my heart yearns within me!"
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Job 38:1-3; 40:1-5; 42:1-6
After making this remarkable confession, Job, too, began to complain and murmur about his lot in life. 
He felt he was being treated unfairly and cruelly by God and that he did not deserve it.  God then comes
to Job by speaking to him out of a whirlwind.  He asked Job why he questioned HIS rulership of his life.  


Job 38-41  
Job speaks of God's wonderful, merciful works by means of confession of his unworthiness "Behold, I
am vile; What shall I answer You? I lay my hand over my mouth...Therefore I have uttered what I did
not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know...I have heard of You by the hearing
of the ear, but now my eyes see You.  Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."


Job 42:10-17
The LORD graciously restores to Job far more than was taken away from him. 14,000 sheep; 6,000
camels; 1,000 yoke of oxen; 1,000 female donkeys. He had seven more sons and three more daughters,
the most beautiful of all the land. What a merciful God we have. 


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Romans 8:28a - "We know that all things work together for good to those who love God." 


Middle
Romans 12:12 - "Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer."


James 1:2 - "My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials."


Upper
Isaiah 41:10 - "Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you,
Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand."  


HYMN CHOICES
I Know that My Redeemer Lives - TLH #200
If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee - TLH #518
What God Ordains is Always Good - TLH #521
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel - Level 1      10/29/02


Daniel
Daniel 1 - 2


God was with Daniel and his friends in a strange country. God told
Daniel the king’s dream about the future of the kingdom of Babylon.
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The Story


Great changes came in the life of
a boy named Daniel and his three
friends. First a large army from the land
of Babylon carried them off from their
home in Judah. 


Then the king’s servant chose
them to live at the palace and learn
the new language of this land. But the
king wanted them to eat his meat and
drink his wine. Daniel knew God would
not want them to do this. God had
made laws about what the children of
Israel should eat and drink. He asked
the king’s servant, “Could we eat
vegetables and drink water instead?”


The king’s servant said, “If you look
weak and sickly, the king may kill me.”


Daniel said, “Just let us try it for ten
days.”


The king’s servant agreed to the
test. After ten days he was surprised to
see that Daniel and his three friends
looked healthier than the other boys
that had been chosen to live in the
palace. The servant allowed them to
keep eating their simple food.


At the end of three years the king
spoke with all the young men and found
there were none like Daniel and his
friends. After this they worked for the
king and were ten times wiser than the
older magicians and wise men at the
king’s court.


One night King Nebuchadnezzar
had a dream. It bothered him so much
that he could not sleep. The next day
he called his wise men and said, “Tell me
what my dream meant.”


“Tell us your dream,” the wise men


said.
The king said, “Unless you tell me


my dream and its meaning you will be
killed and your houses destroyed.”


Because none of the wise men
could do such a thing the king became
very angry and commanded all the wise
men to be killed.


Daniel and his friends were some
of the wise men. When they heard of
the king’s command they prayed to
God for help. God showed Daniel the
dream and its meaning.


The next day Daniel went to the
king and told him, “Only God can tell
you the dream and its meaning.”


“You dreamed of a great statue.
Its head was gold, its arms and chest
were silver, its belly and thighs were
brass, its legs were iron and its feet were
iron mixed with clay. A stone cut out
without hands rolled into the feet of the
statue and broke them. Then the whole
statue fell, broke into pieces and was
blown away by the wind. The stone
grew into a great mountain and filled
the earth.


The dream means that your
kingdom is like the statue’s gold head.
After your kingdom, three weaker
kingdoms will come. The final one will be
the weakest. They will all be destroyed
while the Kingdom of God will fill the
whole earth.”


King Nebuchadnezzar was
thankful to know the meaning of his
dream. He bowed down to Daniel,
gave him gifts and made him and his
three friends rulers in Babylon.
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Activity One - Circle the table with the food Daniel and his friends ate. Put an X on the
table of the king’s food. Why couldn’t Daniel and his friends eat that food?


Activity Two - Circle the Y if the answer is YES. Circle N if the answer is NO.


1. Daniel and his friends were taken from their home.


2. Daniel ate what the king ordered them to eat.


3. Daniel loved and obeyed God.


4. The king told the wise men his dream.


5. The wise men were all killed.


6. God told Daniel the dream and what the dream meant.


7. The stone destroyed the statue.


8. The stone was small.


9. God’s kingdom will fill the earth.


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N


Y N
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Activity Three - King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream about a statue. Draw a line to
match the parts to what it was made


<------- .


<------- .


<------- .


<------- .


<------- .


. SILVER


. IRON


. GOLD


. BRASS


. IRON & CLAY


Although our nation and all nations will one day be destroyed, we are
believers and members of the 


Kingdom of God and so shall live forever.
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Passages


Luke 17:20-21 "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will
they say, 'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within


you."


Psalms 2:4  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the LORD shall hold them in
derision.


Hymn - TLH 341 v. 1


Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thro’ all eternity.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
We have a great country. It may not always be as strong and powerful as it


is today. We pray that You, Lord, will send us leaders who fear God and will
lead our land according to Your will. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel - Level 2 8/6/04


Daniel
Daniel 1 - 2


God was with Daniel and his friends in a strange country. God told
Daniel the king’s dream about the future of the kingdom of Babylon.
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The Story
Daniel was a young boy from the land


of Judah. He lived during the saddest days in
history. His people had lost their country and
their city and their temple. And worst of all,
their God was very angry with them.  But
Daniel’s faith in God was strong, even while
he was a captive in Babylon. And there in
the strange land, he received rich blessings
from God.


When the army of King Nebu-
chadnezzar carried all the people away to
Babylon, Daniel was taken too, along with his
friends: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.


The land of Babylon was different from
the land of Judah. The people here did not
know the true God.  They worshipped false
gods and used  the gold and silver dishes
and other treasures from God’s temple to
decorate the temples of their idols.


One day the king decided he should
use some of the best young men from Judah
to help in his kingdom. He ordered his head
servant to choose the young men of Judah
who were the most handsome, healthy, wise
and intelligent. He was to bring them to the
palace for three years to learn the king’s
Chaldean language. They were to eat the
king’s meat and drink his wine. Daniel,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were
among those chosen.


Melzar, the chief servant, noticed what
a fine young man Daniel was. Daniel came
to him with a request. Because in Israel God
had forbidden the eating and drinking of
certain foods, Daniel asked if he and his
friends could eat only vegetables and drink
only water.


Melzar was afraid of the king’s anger.
What if these four young men lost weight?
The king might punish him, even put him to
death.


Daniel begged Melzar to let them try
this diet for ten days. After the ten days,
Melzar was surprised to see that Daniel and


his friends looked healthier than the other
young men who had eaten the king’s food.
He therefore allowed the four young men to
continue eating vegetables and drinking
water for the rest of their time at the palace.


At the end of three years, the king met
with all the chosen young men from Judah.
Because God  had given Daniel and his
friends knowledge and wisdom, none could
compare with them. The king chose them to
work as wise men in his kingdom. 


One night King Nebuchadnezzar had
a dream. It bothered him so much that he
couldn’t sleep after the dream. The next
morning he gathered all his  Babylonian wise
men, magicians  and astrologers. He
commanded them to tell him what he had
dreamed about, and then to tell him the
meaning of the dream.


They were shocked when the king
asked them to tell him not only the meaning
of the dream but also the dream itself.


The men protested, “No man can do
that. Just tell us the dream and then we will
tell you what it means.”


The king answered, “If you are so wise,
you will know what I dreamed about. You’re
just stalling for time.”


The king became very angry and
ordered all the wise men of Babylon to be
destroyed. This included Daniel and his
friends.


When Arioch, the captain of the king’s
guard, found Daniel, Daniel asked that the
king give him time and he would tell him the
meaning of the dream. Daniel and his friends,
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, prayed
to God for help.


During the night God showed Daniel
the dream and its meaning. Daniel blessed
and thanked God. Then he went to Arioch,
the man who had been appointed to
execute all the wise men and said to him,
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“Do not destroy the wise men. Take me to
the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.”


So Arioch took Daniel to the king.
Daniel stood before the king and said, “Your
secret dream is impossible for any man to
know. But there is a God in heaven who
reveals mysteries. This God is telling you what
will happen to your kingdom. “


“What you saw was a gigantic statute,
an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in
appearance.  Its head was pure gold, its
breast and arms were silver, its belly and
thighs were brass, its legs were iron and its
feet were partly of iron and partly of clay.
While you were watching a stone was cut
out, but not by human hands. It struck the
statue on its feet of iron and clay and
smashed them. Then the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver and the gold were broken to
pieces at the same time and became like
chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The
wind swept them away without leaving a
trace. But the rock that struck the statue
became a huge mountain and filled the
whole earth.”


Then Daniel explained the dream. 
 “You, O king, are the king of kings. The God
of heaven has given you power and might
and glory. In your hands he has placed
humankind. Wherever men and women live,
you are ruler over them. After you, another


kingdom will rise, inferior to yours. Next, a third
kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the
whole earth. Finally, there will be a fourth
kingdom, strong as iron - for iron breaks and
smashes everything-and as iron breaks things
to pieces, so it will crush and break all the
others.  In the time of those kings, the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom that will never
be destroyed, nor will it be left to another
people. It will crush all those kingdoms and
bring them to an end, but it will itself endure
forever. This is the meaning of the vision of the
rock cut out of a mountain, but not by
human hands – a rock that broke the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to
pieces. The great God has shown the king
what will take place in the future. The dream
is true and the interpretation is correct.”


The king bowed down to Daniel. He
said, “Surely your God is the God of gods and
the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries
for you were able to reveal this mystery.”
Then the king placed Daniel in a powerful
position and gave him many gifts. He made
Daniel ruler over the entire province of
Babylon and placed him in charge of all its
wise men. He also appointed Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego to be
administrators over the province of Babylon,
while Daniel remained at the royal court.


Although our nation and all nations will one day be destroyed, 
we are believers and members of the 


Kingdom of God and so shall live forever.
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Activity One - Circle the table with the food Daniel and his friends ate. Put an X on the
table of the king’s food. Why couldn’t Daniel and his friends eat that food?


Activity Two - Put the correct letter in the blank.


1. _____ Daniel and his friends were taken to the land of ___.


2. _____ The king wanted the young men to eat ___.


3. _____ Daniel and his friends wanted to obey ___.


4. _____When they ate vegetables they looked ___.


5. _____ King Nebuchadnezzar had a ___.


6. _____ The king commanded his wise men to tell him it and the ___.


7. _____ The king ordered the wise men ___ since they couldn’t tell.


8. _____ Daniel and his friends ___ to God for help.


9. _____ Daniel told the king about the great ___ he dreamed of.


10. _____ The dream told the ___ of Babylon.


11. _____ A ___ cut without hands would destroy the statue.


12. _____ The Kingdom of God would fill the ___.


A. Statue


B. Babylon


C. God


D. Stone


E. Prayed


F. Dream


G. Rich food


H. Healthy


I. Earth


J. Meaning


K. Killed


L. Future
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Activity Three - Write the answer on the line.


<---------------------------------------


<---------------------------------------


<---------------------------------------


<---------------------------------------


<---------------------------------------


Passages
Luke 17:20-21 "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, 'See


here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."


Psalms 2:4  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the LORD shall hold them in derision.


Hymn - TLH 341 v. 1


Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thro’ all eternity.


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven,


We know that all things on this earth
work together for our heavenly good.
Please guide and keep leaders of our land
so they follow in Your ways. Please help us
to always follow You and forgive us when
we fall.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


silver         


iron & clay   


gold         


iron         


bronze







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel - Level 3          8/17/04


Daniel
Daniel 1 - 2


What does a king rule over? Who is our King?
What does He rule?


Prayer


Dear Lord, bless our study of Your Word today.  Send
us Your Holy Spirit to help us hear Your Word.  Cause us
to know more fully our Savior from sin, Jesus Christ.
Amen.


The Story - Daniel 1-2


In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king
of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. {2} And the
Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand,
with some of the articles of the house of God,
which he carried into the land of Shinar to the
house of his god; and he brought the articles into
the treasure house of his god. 


{3} Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the
master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the
children of Israel and some of the king's
descendants and some of the nobles, {4} young
men in whom there was no blemish, but
good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge and quick to understand, who had
ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom
they might teach the language and literature of
the Chaldeans. {5} And the king appointed for
them a daily provision of the king's delicacies
and of the wine which he drank, and three years
of training for them, so that at the end of that
time they might serve before the king. 


{6} Now from among those of the sons of
Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah. {7} To them the chief of the eunuchs
gave names: he gave Daniel the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael,
Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego. 


{8} But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the portion of the


king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he
drank; therefore he requested of the chief of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself. {9} Now
God had brought Daniel into the favor and
goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs. {10} And the
chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear my
lord the king, who has appointed your food and
drink. For why should he see your faces looking
worse than the young men who are your age?
Then you would endanger my head before the
king." 


{11} So Daniel said to the steward whom the
chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, {12} "Please test
your servants for ten days, and let them give us
vegetables to eat and water to drink. {13} "Then
let our appearance be examined before you,
and the appearance of the young men who eat
the portion of the king's delicacies; and as you
see fit, so deal with your servants." {14} So he
consented with them in this matter, and tested
them ten days. 


{15} And at the end of ten days their features
appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the
young men who ate the portion of the king's
delicacies. {16} Thus the steward took away their
portion of delicacies and the wine that they
were to drink, and gave them vegetables. 


{17} As for these four young men, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all literature and
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wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams. 


{18} Now at the end of the days, when the
king had said that they should be brought in, the
chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. {19} Then the king interviewed
them, and among them all none was found like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah;
therefore they served before the king. {20} And in
all matters of wisdom and understanding about
which the king examined them, he found them
ten times better than all the magicians and
astrologers who were in all his realm. 


{21} Thus Daniel continued until the first year
of King Cyrus.


(Daniel 2)  Now in the second year of
Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
dreams; and his spirit was so troubled that his
sleep left him. {2} Then the king gave the
command to call the magicians, the astrologers,
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king
his dreams. So they came and stood before the
king. {3} And the king said to them, "I have had a
dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the
dream." 


{4} Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in
Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell your servants
the dream, and we will give the interpretation."


{5} The king answered and said to the
Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not
make known the dream to me, and its
interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and
your houses shall be made an ash heap. {6}
"However, if you tell the dream and its
interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts,
rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the
dream and its interpretation." 


{7} They answered again and said, "Let the
king tell his servants the dream, and we will give
its interpretation." 


{8} The king answered and said, "I know for
certain that you would gain time, because you
see that my decision is firm: {9} "if you do not
make known the dream to me, there is only one
decree for you! For you have agreed to speak
lying and corrupt words before me till the time
has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and
I shall know that you can give me its
interpretation." 


{10} The Chaldeans answered the king, and


said, "There is not a man on earth who can tell
the king's matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler
has ever asked such things of any magician,
astrologer, or Chaldean. {11} "It is a difficult thing
that the king requests, and there is no other who
can tell it to the king except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh." 


{12} For this reason the king was angry and
very furious, and gave a command to destroy all
the wise men of Babylon. {13} So the decree
went out, and they began killing the wise men;
and they sought Daniel and his companions, to
kill them. 


{14} Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel
answered Arioch, the captain of the king's guard,
who had gone out to kill the wise men of
Babylon; {15} he answered and said to Arioch the
king's captain, "Why is the decree from the king
so urgent?" Then Arioch made the decision
known to Daniel. {16} So Daniel went in and
asked the king to give him time, that he might tell
the king the interpretation. 


{17} Then Daniel went to his house, and made
the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah, his companions, {18} that they might
seek mercies from the God of heaven
concerning this secret, so that Daniel and his
companions might not perish with the rest of the
wise men of Babylon. {19} Then the secret was
revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel
blessed the God of heaven. {20} Daniel
answered and said: "Blessed be the name of
God forever and ever, For wisdom and might are
His. {21} And He changes the times and the
seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He
gives wisdom to the wise And knowledge to
those who have understanding. {22} He reveals
deep and secret things; He knows what is in the
darkness, And light dwells with Him. {23} "I thank
You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You
have given me wisdom and might, And have
now made known to me what we asked of You,
For You have made known to us the king's
demand." 


{24} Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom
the king had appointed to destroy the wise men
of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: "Do not
destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before
the king, and I will tell the king the interpretation."


{25} Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel
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before the king, and said thus to him, "I have
found a man of the captives of Judah, who will
make known to the king the interpretation." 


{26} The king answered and said to Daniel,
whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you able to
make known to me the dream which I have
seen, and its interpretation?" 


{27} Daniel answered in the presence of the
king, and said, "The secret which the king has
demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the
magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare
to the king. {28} "But there is a God in heaven
who reveals secrets, and He has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter
days. Your dream, and the visions of your head
upon your bed, were these: 


{29} "As for you, O king, thoughts came to
your mind while on your bed, about what would
come to pass after this; and He who reveals
secrets has made known to you what will be. {30}
"But as for me, this secret has not been revealed
to me because I have more wisdom than
anyone living, but for our sakes who make known
the interpretation to the king, and that you may
know the thoughts of your heart. 


{31} "You, O king, were watching; and behold,
a great image! This great image, whose splendor
was excellent, stood before you; and its form was
awesome. {32} "This image's head was of fine
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and
thighs of bronze, {33} "its legs of iron, its feet partly
of iron and partly of clay. {34} "You watched
while a stone was cut out without hands, which
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and
broke them in pieces. {35} "Then the iron, the
clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were
crushed together, and became like chaff from
the summer threshing floors; the wind carried
them away so that no trace of them was found.
And the stone that struck the image became a
great mountain and filled the whole earth. 


{36} "This is the dream. Now we will tell the
interpretation of it before the king. {37} "You, O
king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven
has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and
glory; {38} "and wherever the children of men
dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of
the heaven, He has given them into your hand,
and has made you ruler over them all; you are
this head of gold. {39} "But after you shall arise


another kingdom inferior to yours; then another,
a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over
all the earth. {40} "And the fourth kingdom shall
be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in
pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that
crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and
crush all the others. {41} "Whereas you saw the
feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of
iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the
strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw
the iron mixed with ceramic clay. {42} "And as
the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and
partly fragile. {43} "As you saw iron mixed with
ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of
men; but they will not adhere to one another, just
as iron does not mix with clay. 


{44} "And in the days of these kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people; it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever. {45} "Inasmuch as you saw that the
stone was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the
bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the
great God has made known to the king what will
come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and
its interpretation is sure."


 {46} Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his
face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded
that they should present an offering and incense
to him. {47} The king answered Daniel, and said,
"Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of
kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could
reveal this secret." 


{48} Then the king promoted Daniel and gave
him many great gifts; and he made him ruler
over the whole province of Babylon, and chief
administrator over all the wise men of Babylon.
{49} Also Daniel petitioned the king, and he set
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the
affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat
in the gate of the king.


Outer Aim – Earthly kingdoms rise and
fall;  the Kingdom of God destroys all
earthly kingdoms and shall stand
forever.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blank with the correct word or words.


1. Nebuchadnezzar brought young men from Israel to Babylon to train them; among them
were the following four men: _______________, _______________, _______________, and
_______________.


2. Daniel asked the chief eunuch for just _______________ and _______________ to eat and drink
for ten days.


3. After the ten days Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednigo, appeared in better
_______________ than all the other young men.


4. When King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, he commanded his _______________ and
_______________ to tell him what his dream meant.


5. None could, so the king decided to have all of the wise men _______________, including
Daniel.


6. _______________ revealed Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to Daniel.


7. Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar his dream:  In the dream there was a large statue.  The head
was of _______________, the _______________ and _______________ were of silver, the belly and
thighs were of _______________, the legs were of _______________, and the _______________
were a mixture of iron and clay.


8. Daniel explained that the statue represented the _______________ of this world.


9. The stone “cut without hands” that destroyed the statue and grew to fill the earth was the
Kingdom of _______________.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Mark the following statements as true of false.


1. _____  Since our country is the strongest in the world at this time, it will last forever.


2. _____  God has no control over all earthly kingdoms.


3. _____  The Kingdom of God is Christ ruling in the hearts of believers.


4. _____  The earth and everything on it will be destroyed on Judgement Day.


5. _____  As members of the Kingdom of God, we will enjoy everlasting life.


Inner Aim – Although our nation and all nations will one day be destroyed, we are
believers and members of the Kingdom of God and so shall live forever.
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Passages


Luke 17:20-21 "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, 'See
here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."


Psalms 2:4  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the LORD shall hold them in derision.


Hymn - TLH 341 v. 1, 5


Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thro’ all eternity.


Crown Him the Lord of Heaven,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the King to whom is given
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is King of all.


Your Turn  - Think back on the Outer and Inner Aims of the story, the passages, and the
Hymn verses.  How might you use what you have learned to comfort someone who is
worried about what is happening in the world today?


Prayer


O Lord, 
You have taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom Come”.  With these words You have taught


us to pray to the Holy Spirit for growth of our faith in Christ and love towards all.  You have
also taught us to pray for Your final victory over all the kingdoms of the world.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel - Level 4         7/31/03


Daniel
Daniel 1 - 2


What is a kingdom?
What is the Kingdom of God?


Prayer


Dear Lord, bless our study of Your Word today.  Send us
Your Holy Spirit to help us hear Your Word.  Cause us to know
more fully our Savior from sin, Jesus Christ. Amen.


The Story - Daniel 1-2


In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim


king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. {2} And the
Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his
hand, with some of the articles of the house of
God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to
the house of his god; and he brought the
articles into the treasure house of his god. 


{3} Then the king instructed Ashpenaz, the


master of his eunuchs, to bring some of the
children of Israel and some of the king's
descendants and some of the nobles, {4} young
men in whom there was no blemish, but
good-looking, gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge and quick to understand, who had
ability to serve in the king's palace, and whom
they might teach the language and literature of
the Chaldeans. {5} And the king appointed for
them a daily provision of the king's delicacies
and of the wine which he drank, and three
years of training for them, so that at the end of
that time they might serve before the king. 


{6} Now from among those of the sons of
Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and


Azariah. {7} To them the chief of the eunuchs
gave names: he gave Daniel the name
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to
Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-Nego.


{8} But Daniel purposed in his heart that he


would not defile himself with the portion of the
king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he
drank; therefore he requested of the chief of
the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. {9}
Now God had brought Daniel into the favor
and goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs. {10}
And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I
fear my lord the king, who has appointed your
food and drink. For why should he see your
faces looking worse than the young men who
are your age? Then you would endanger my
head before the king." 


{11} So Daniel said to the steward whom the
chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, {12} "Please test
your servants for ten days, and let them give us
vegetables to eat and water to drink. {13} "Then


let our appearance be examined before you,
and the appearance of the young men who
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eat the portion of the king's delicacies; and as
you see fit, so deal with your servants." {14} So
he consented with them in this matter, and
tested them ten days. 


{15} And at the end of ten days their features


appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the
young men who ate the portion of the king's
delicacies. {16} Thus the steward took away
their portion of delicacies and the wine that
they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.


{17} As for these four young men, God gave


them knowledge and skil l in all literature and
wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all
visions and dreams. 


{18} Now at the end of the days, when the


king had said that they should be brought in, the
chief of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. {19} Then the king interviewed
them, and among them all none was found like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah;
therefore they served before the king. {20} And
in all matters of wisdom and understanding
about which the king examined them, he found
them ten times better than all the magicians


and astrologers who were in all his realm. 
{21} Thus Daniel continued until the first year


of King Cyrus.
(Daniel 2)  Now in the second year of


Nebuchadnezzar's reign, Nebuchadnezzar had
dreams; and his spirit was so troubled that his
sleep left him. {2} Then the king gave the
command to call the magicians, the astrologers,
the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king
his dreams. So they came and stood before the
king. {3} And the king said to them, "I have had
a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the
dream." 


{4} Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in


Aramaic, "O king, live forever! Tell your servants
the dream, and we will give the interpretation."


{5} The king answered and said to the
Chaldeans, "My decision is firm: if you do not
make known the dream to me, and its


interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and
your houses shall be made an ash heap. {6}
"However, if you tell the dream and its
interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts,
rewards, and great honor. Therefore tell me the
dream and its interpretation." 


{7} They answered again and said, "Let the


king tell his servants the dream, and we will
give its interpretation." 


{8} The king answered and said, "I know for
certain that you would gain time, because you
see that my decision is firm: {9} "if you do not
make known the dream to me, there is only one
decree for you! For you have agreed to speak
lying and corrupt words before me till the time
has changed. Therefore tell me the dream, and
I shall know that you can give me its
interpretation." 


{10} The Chaldeans answered the king, and


said, "There is not a man on earth who can tell
the king's matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler
has ever asked such things of any magician,
astrologer, or Chaldean. {11} "It is a difficult thing
that the king requests, and there is no other


who can tell it to the king except the gods,
whose dwelling is not with flesh." 


{12} For this reason the king was angry and
very furious, and gave a command to destroy
all the wise men of Babylon. {13} So the decree
went out, and they began killing the wise men;
and they sought Daniel and his companions, to
kill them. 


{14} Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel
answered Arioch, the captain of the king's
guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of
Babylon; {15} he answered and said to Arioch
the king's captain, "Why is the decree from the
king so urgent?" Then Arioch made the decision
known to Daniel. {16} So Daniel went in and
asked the king to give him time, that he might
tell the king the interpretation. 


{17} Then Daniel went to his house, and


made the decision known to Hananiah,
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Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, {18} that
they might seek mercies from the God of
heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel
and his companions might not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon. {19} Then the
secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision.
So Daniel blessed the God of heaven. {20}
Daniel answered and said: "Blessed be the
name of God forever and ever, For wisdom
and might are His. {21} And He changes the
times and the seasons; He removes kings and
raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise
And knowledge to those who have
understanding. {22} He reveals deep and secret
things; He knows what is in the darkness, And
light dwells with Him. {23} "I thank You and praise
You, O God of my fathers; You have given me
wisdom and might, And have now made
known to me what we asked of You, For You
have made known to us the king's demand." 


{24} Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom


the king had appointed to destroy the wise men
of Babylon. He went and said thus to him: "Do
not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me


before the king, and I will tell the king the
interpretation." 


{25} Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel
before the king, and said thus to him, "I have
found a man of the captives of Judah, who will
make known to the king the interpretation." 


{26} The king answered and said to Daniel,
whose name was Belteshazzar, "Are you able to
make known to me the dream which I have
seen, and its interpretation?" 


{27} Daniel answered in the presence of the
king, and said, "The secret which the king has
demanded, the wise men, the astrologers, the
magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare
to the king. {28} "But there is a God in heaven
who reveals secrets, and He has made known
to King Nebuchadnezzar what wil l be in the
latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your
head upon your bed, were these: 


{29} "As for you, O king, thoughts came to


your mind while on your bed, about what
would come to pass after this; and He who
reveals secrets has made known to you what
will be. {30} "But as for me, this secret has not
been revealed to me because I have more
wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes
who make known the interpretation to the king,
and that you may know the thoughts of your
heart. 


{31} "You, O king, were watching; and


behold, a great image! This great image, whose
splendor was excellent, stood before you; and
its form was awesome. {32} "This image's head
was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its
belly and thighs of bronze, {33} "its legs of iron, its
feet partly of iron and partly of clay. {34} "You
watched while a stone was cut out without
hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron
and clay, and broke them in pieces. {35} "Then
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the
gold were crushed together, and became like
chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind
carried them away so that no trace of them


was found. And the stone that struck the image
became a great mountain and filled the whole
earth. 


{36} "This is the dream. Now we will tell the


interpretation of it before the king. {37} "You, O
king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven
has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and
glory; {38} "and wherever the children of men
dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of
the heaven, He has given them into your hand,
and has made you ruler over them all; you are
this head of gold. 


{39} "But after you shall arise another
kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third
kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the
earth. {40} "And the fourth kingdom shall be as
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces
and shatters everything; and like iron that
crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and
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crush all the others. {41} "Whereas you saw the
feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly
of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; yet the
strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw
the iron mixed with ceramic clay. {42} "And as
the toes of the feet were partly of iron and
partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly
strong and partly fragile. {43} "As you saw iron
mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with
the seed of men; but they will not adhere to
one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.


{44} "And in the days of these kings the God
of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people; it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever. {45} "Inasmuch as you saw that
the stone was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the


bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the
great God has made known to the king what
will come to pass after this. The dream is certain,
and its interpretation is sure."


 {46} Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his


face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded
that they should present an offering and
incense to him. {47} The king answered Daniel,
and said, "Truly your God is the God of gods, the
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since
you could reveal this secret." 


{48} Then the king promoted Daniel and
gave him many great gifts; and he made him
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and
chief administrator over all the wise men of
Babylon. {49} Also Daniel petitioned the king,
and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of
Babylon; but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.


Outer aim – Earthly kingdoms rise and fall;  the Kingdom of God destroys all
earthly kingdoms and shall stand forever.


What the Story Tells Us - Recall details from the lesson and answer the following questions.


1. Why were young men of Israel brought to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar?


2. Who were four of the young Israelite men?


3. Why did Daniel ask to eat only vegetables and drink only water?


4. After the ten days, how had God blessed Daniel and the other three?


5. How did God additionally bless Daniel and the other three after their train ing was over?


6. When King Nebuchadnezzar had his troubling dream, what  did he command his wise men
to do?


7. When the wise men could not interpret the dream, what did Nebuchadnezzar do?


8. How did God give Daniel a way to spare his and his friends lives?
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9. Before Daniel told the king the interpretation of his dream, how did Daniel give all glory to
God? 


10. In your own words, tell King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.


11. Match the items in the king’s dream with the earthly kingdoms they represent.
Head of gold - - Greek Empire


Chest and arms of silver - - Babylonian Empire


Belly and thighs of bronze - - Early Roman Empire


Legs of iron - - Later Roman Empire


Feet of iron and clay - - Medo-Persian Empire


12. What did the stone “cut without hands” represent?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss the following.
1. As King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream represented, what  will happen to all kingdoms of this


world?


2. How did the fact  that  Daniel, rather than the other wise men, was allowed to interpret  the
king’s dream show that God is in charge of the kingdoms of this world?


3. After the stone “cut without hands” (the kingdom of God) destroyed the statue, it grew
larger and became a great  mountain and filled the whole earth.  How is this a picture of
mission work?


4. Why can you be sure that you, a child of God, will live forever in heaven?


Inner Aim – Although our nation and all nations will one day be destroyed, we
are believers and members of the Kingdom of God and so shall live forever.


Your Turn  - How might you use Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednigo as role models in
your life today?
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Passages - Discuss how the following passages fit today’s lesson.


Luke 17:20-21 "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; {21} "nor will they say,
'See here!' or 'See there!' For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you."


Psalms 2:4  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the LORD shall hold them in derision.


Hymn - TLH 341 v. 1, 5


Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns
All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Thro’ all eternity.


Crown Him the Lord of Heaven,
Enthroned in worlds above,
Crown Him the King to whom is given
The wondrous name of Love.
Crown Him with many crowns
As thrones before Him fall;
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns,
For He is King of all.


Prayer


O Lord, you have taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom Come”.  With these words you have taught us to
pray to the Holy Spirit for growth of our faith in Christ and love towards all.  You have also taught us
to pray for Your final victory over all the kingdoms of the world.  Amen.
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STORY 7/31/03


Daniel - Daniel 1-2


TEACHER PRAYER
O Lord, You have taught us to pray, “Thy Kingdom Come.” You have thereby taught us to petition the
Holy Spirit for growth of faith in Christ and love towards all.  But you have also taught us to pray forYour
final victory over all the Kingdom of the world.


VOCABULARY
Kingdom- not a local or static concept, but His worldwide regal rule in the hearts of believers and the
nations.


OUTER AIM
Earthly kingdoms rise and fall; The KINGDOM OF GOD destroys all earthly kingdoms
and shall stand forever.


INNER AIM
Although our nation and all nations will one day be destroyed, we are believers and members of the
Kingdom of God and so shall live forever.


BACKGROUND
1. The setting for the book of Daniel is the time of indignation, of judgment upon Israel.  The Ten Northern
Tribes had been destroyed and deported.  The judgments, announced by Jeremiah, were about to fall on
Judah.


2.  There is always mercy in the midst of judgment.  The Jews tended to identify the KINGDOM OF GOD
with the nation of Israel. When Judah and Jerusalem with the temple fell, it appeared as though the
KINGDOM was being destroyed.


3. Note that there were three deportations--at the time of Jehoakim (II Chron. 36:5-8).  Daniel and his
three friends were beneficiaries of that first deportation.  The second under Jehoiachin (II Chron.36:9-10) 
Ezekiel was the beneficiary of that deportation.  Final deportation occurred under Zedekiah--586.  Daniel,
his friends, and Ezekiel were spared the horrors of the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.  The man
who bestowed these blessings was the same man who was the instrument of judgment upon Israel.  While
the KINGDOM seemed to be destroyed, the destroyer was the agent for the "underground" onward march
of the KINGDOM--Nebuchadnezzar.


 Themes:  
• You're never too young or too old to bear witness to your faith!  
• Teenagers: Use Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego as role models.
• God always tests the faith of His own.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, send me Your Holy Spirit that I may grow in grace and knowledge.


PRESENTATION
Chapter 1 - Confessing:  Daniel made a great confession as he took the initiative by taking his case to the chief of the
eunuchs who passed it on to his steward.  The steward approved a ten-day trial of a menu of vegetables and water.


Daniel and his friends appeared more healthy than the young men who had dined at the king's table. Note the character
traits of Daniel--always a gentleman, humble, gracious, honest, sociable, able to project himself without tooting his own
horn.


Chapter 2 - Nebuchadnezzar's Dream - The learned members of Nebuchadnezzar’s cabinet, all of whom were spiritual
quacks, were unable to interpret  Nebuchadnezzar 's dream, especially since he did not tell them his dream.  (There is a
difference of opinion as to whether Nebuchadnezzar forgot his dream or simply would not reveal it in order get a true
interpretation of the dream.) Nebuchadnezzar 's most learned men declared it to be impossible for anyone to interpret a
dream without knowing what the dream is, v 10.  The demand of  Nebuchadnezzar and the response of his learned men
reveal the bankruptcy of heathenism.   Nebuchadnezzar 's solution: execute all his wise men on the grounds of their
ignorance.


Nebuchadnezzar 's dream revealed and interpreted-Daniel and his friends were under the death sentence, but Daniel
requested time through Arioch.  Note again Daniel's relationship with people in high places in Nebuchadnezzar’s
government.  Note also how the Lord moved Arioch to heed the request of Daniel. Arioch  no doubt knew that
Nebuchadnezzar was more interested is learning the interpretation of the dream than in executing his wise men.  Daniel
and his friends took the matter to the Lord in prayer.
           
The Lord revealed the secret.  Daniel glorified and thanked his God, vs. 20-23.   Arioch brought Daniel to
Nebuchadnezzar, claiming that he had found a man among the captives who could interpret Nebuchadnezzar 's dream. 
Daniel again gave all glory and thanks to his God.  Through the dream the Lord God would reveal the fate of the
kingdoms of this world and their final destructon by the KINGDOM OF GOD.  This flow of history was revealed to
Nebuchadnezzar in the form of a great colossus.  The head of gold--the neo-Babylonian Empire, the breast and arms of
silver--the Medo-Persian Empire, the belly and thighs of bronze--the Grecian Empire,  the legs and feet of iron/clay, the
Roman Empire. Nebuchadnezzar and his kingdom were represented by the head of gold.  Subsequent kingdoms were
represented by parts of the colossus. (It would be good to have a map available at this point to show the locations of
the nations mentioned here.)
           
Then there appeared a stone, cut without hands which struck the image and destroyed it completely.  STONE--see
Ps.118:22 and Isaiah 28:16-the KINGDOM OF GOD, which became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.


Earthly kingdoms rise and fall; The KINGDOM OF GOD destroys all earthly kingdoms and shall stand forever. 
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APPLICATIONS
• The United States of America is the mightiest kingdom on the face of the earth at this time in history, but it's an


earthly kingdom and doomed to destruction.
• As one empire replaced a former, the Lord was preparing His Kingdom, Daniel 2:44.
• Comfort--the Lord is always in complete control!  Therefore "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's


good pleasure to give you the KINGDOM,” Luke 12;32.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Luke 17:20-21 - The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they say, “See here!” or “See there!”
For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.


Ps. 2:4 - He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall hold them in derision.


HYMN CHOICES
Crown Him with Many Crowns - TLH #341 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - TLH #262     
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Babylonian Captivity - Level 1           7/31/03


Babylonian Captivity
2 Kings 23-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36; Jeremiah 34-39


Judah is taken to Babylon because of idol worship, but some
faithful believers are preserved in Judah and Babylon.
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The Story


Josiah was eight years old
when he became king of Judah. He
would serve as the king for 31years.
Josiah loved God and kept His laws.


When Josiah was 26-years-old,
a wonderful thing happened. A
priest in the temple found a book.
That book was God’s Law. It had
been lost for many years, and the
people of Judah had been
worshiping false gods. 


When the Josiah heard the
words of the Book of the Law, he
tore his clothes in sadness because
He was sorry for all his sins.


Josiah went up to the temple
with all his people, both young and
old. He read all the words of the
Book of the Law, which had been
found in the temple. 


The king made a promise to
the LORD. He promised to follow the
LORD and to keep His
commandments with all his heart. All
the people of Judah also promised
to obey God’s laws.


King Josiah commanded that
all idols be destroyed. Anything that
was used to worship false gods was
to be burned.


Then, Josiah commanded all
the people saying, "Keep the
Passover to the LORD your God, as
it is written in this Book of the
Covenant."  That same year, this
Passover was held before the LORD
in Jerusalem.


King Josiah loved the LORD
with all his heart. God had a plan for
Josiah. The LORD sent Josiah away
to an enemy land because the
people worshiped false gods.


King Josiah fought in a war
against Egypt and was killed. All the
people of Judah and Jerusalem
were sad about the king’s death.


The people of the land took
Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, and
made him king in his father's place.
Jehoahaz was 23-years-old when he
became king, and he was king only
three months. Jehoahaz did evil in
the sight of the LORD.


The King of Egypt put
Jehoahaz in his prison, and
Jehoahaz died there in Egypt. Then,
the Egyptian pharaoh declared
Jehoiakim, another son of Josiah,
king.  In return, Jehoiakim gave the
pharaoh silver and gold.  


Jehoiakim was 25-years-old
when he became king. He ruled
eleven years, but he was not a
good king.  He did evil in the sight of
the LORD, and did not obey the
words of Jeremiah, God’s prophet.
Jehoiakim burned a message
Jeremiah sent which warned the
king and people of Jerusalem to
repent of their evil ways.


Nebuchadnezzar, who was
king of Babylon, came up, and
carried Jehoiakim off to Babylon for
three years.  Jehoiakim died there
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and Jehoiachin, his son, reigned in
his father’s place. Jehoiachin was
18-years-old when he became king,
and he only reigned in Jerusalem for
three months. He also did evil in the
sight of the LORD.


Nebuchadnezzar’s army
attacked Jerusalem and everyone
was forced to stay inside the walls of
the city. They could not go in or out
of Jerusalem. Then Jehoiachin king
of Judah, surrendered to
Nebuchadnezzar. He was taken
prisoner to Babylon along with the
treasures from the temple and from
his palace. Also, King
Nebuchadnezzar carried into
captivity all of Jerusalem, (which
was many thousands of people). No
one remained except the poorest
people of the land. 


Next, King Nebuchadnezzar
made Zedekiah king in Judah.
Zedekiah was 21-years-old when he
became king, and he ruled 11 years
in Jerusalem. He also did evil in the
sight of the LORD.  Zedekiah did not
listen to the prophet Jeremiah,
either. Jeremiah warned Zedekiah
to turn away from false gods and
worship the true God. Zedekiah
continued his worship of these false
gods. He put Jeremiah first into
prison and then had him put in a
muddy pit. Jeremiah was later freed.


Zedekiah rebelled against
Babylonian rule. Nebuchadnezzar
sent all his army against Jerusalem
and set up camp near the city. They
built a siege wall around the whole
city of Jerusalem. After many
months, there was no food for the
people of the land. Finally, the army
of Babylon broke through the city
wall and stormed into the city. King
Zedekiah tried to escape, but was
captured. He was blinded and
taken to Babylon.


Most of those in Judah who
were left from the first captivity were
taken captive to Babylon. The
temple, palace and all the houses
were destroyed by fire after all the
valuables that were left were taken
away. 


But the captain of the guard
let some of the poor of the land
remain to care for the grapes and
farm the land. The rest of the people
of Judah were carried away
captive from their own land. 


After Nebuchadnezzar died, 
Evil-Merodach became king of
Babylon. He released Jehoiachin
from prison. He spoke kindly to him,
and gave him a more special place
than those of the captured kings
who were with him in Babylon. 


Though God punishes those who reject Him, He preserves His children
and keeps His promises.
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Activity One - Start at the arrow and follow the right path to help the priest find the
scroll with God’s Law written on it.  Only one path leads to the scroll.


Activity Two - Color the boxes with God’s Word from 2 Timothy 2:19 written in them.
Then write your name below the boxes since you are one of God’s children.


“The


purple


Lord


red


knows


orange


those


yellow


who


green


are


blue


His.”


light blue


(name)______________________________ is God’s child.
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Passages


Psalm 124:8 -  Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made
heaven and earth.


2 Timothy 2:19 - The Lord knows those who are His.


 
Hymn - Worship Supplement #800 v. 1, 4 


Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river 
I have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing - You are My own.


I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you and give you peace.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to love You above all other things. Please help


us to love and serve You all our lives. Thank You for sending the Holy
Spirit into our hearts to make us love and trust in Jesus as our Savior. 
Keep us always as Your dear children. Amen.
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Babylonian Captivity
2 Kings 22-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36; Jeremiah 34-39


Judah is taken to Babylon because of idol worship, but some
faithful believers are preserved in Judah and Babylon.
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The Story


Josiah was eight years old
when he became king. He would be
the King of Judah for thirty-one
years. He loved God and kept the
laws of the LORD.


When Josiah was twenty-six
years old, a wonderful thing
happened. The priest in the temple
found a book. That book was God’s
Laws. It had been lost for many years
and the people had been
worshiping false gods. 


Now it happened, when the
king heard the words of the Book of
the Law, he tore his clothes in
sadness. He was sorry for all his sins
and the sins of his people.


Josiah went up to the temple
with all the people, both young and
old. He read all the words of the
Book of the Law which had been
found in the temple. Then the king
made a promise to follow the LORD
and to keep God’s commandments
with all his heart. All the people also
promised to obey God’s laws.


King Josiah commanded that
all the idols be destroyed. Anything
that was used to worship false gods
was burned.


Then the king commanded all
the people, saying, "Keep the
Passover to the LORD your God, as it
is written in this Book of the
Covenant."  That same year, the
Passover was held before the LORD
in Jerusalem.


King Josiah loved the LORD
with all his heart. But the LORD would
punish Judah because of their
worship of false gods.


King Josiah fought in a war
against Egypt and was killed. All the
people were sad about the king’s
death. The prophet Jeremiah was
also sad.


The people took Jehoahaz the
son of Josiah, and made him king in
his father's place. Jehoahaz was
twenty-three years old when he
became king, and he was king only
three months. He did evil in the sight
of the LORD.


The King of Egypt put Jehoahaz
in prison at Egypt and he died in
Egypt. Then the Egyptian Pharaoh
made Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah,
king.   


Jehoiakim was twenty-five
years old when he became king,
and he ruled eleven years.  And he
did evil in the sight of the LORD, and
did not obey the words of Jeremiah,
God’s prophet. When Jeremiah sent
him a message warning the king and
people of Jerusalem to repent of
their evil ways, Jehoiakim burned it.


Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, invaded, and Jehoiakim
became his servant for three years.
So Jehoiakim died and Jehoiachin
his son reigned in his place.
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old
when he became king, and he
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reigned in Jerusalem three months.
And he did evil in the sight of the
LORD.


At that time Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came up against
Jerusalem, and the city was kept
inside its walls. They could not go in
or out of the city. Then Jehoiachin
king of Judah, surrendered to
Nebuchadnezzar. He was taken
prisoner to Babylon along with the
treasures from the temple and
palace. Also King Nebuchadnezzar
carried into captivity all Jerusalem,
which was many thousands of
people. None remained except the
poorest people of the land. 


Then the king of Babylon made
Zedekiah king in Judah. Zedekiah
was twenty-one years old when he
became king, and he ruled eleven
years in Jerusalem. He also did evil in
the sight of the LORD.  Zedekiah did
not listen to the prophet Jeremiah
either. Jeremiah warned him to turn
away from the false gods and
worship the true God. Zedekiah
continued his worship of false gods
and put Jeremiah first into prison and
then had him put in a muddy pit.
Jeremiah was later freed.


Zedekiah rebelled against
Babyon. Nebuchadnezzar and all his
army came against Jerusalem and
encamped against it; they built a
siege wall all around the city. After
many months, there was no food for
the people of the land. Finally, the
city wall was broken through and the
army of Babylon came into the city.
King Zedekiah tried to escape, but
was captured. He was blinded and
taken to Babylon.


Most of those who were left
from the first captivity were taken
captive to Babylon. The temple,
palace and all the houses were
destroyed by fire after all the
valuables that were left were taken
away. 


But the captain of the guard
left some of the poor of the land to
care for the grapes and farm the
land. Judah was carried away
captive from its own land. 


After Nebuchadnezzar died, 
Evil-Merodach became king of
Babylon. He released Jehoiachin
king of Judah from prison. He spoke
kindly to him and gave him a more
special place than the other
captured kings who were with him in
Babylon. 


Though God punishes those who reject Him, He preserves His children
and keeps His promises.
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Activity One - Choose the correct answer by writing the letter in the blank.


1. ___ became king when he was eight.


2. ___ was God’s prophet who told the people
God’s messages.


3. ___ , king of Egypt, took Jehoahaz to prison in
Egypt.


4. ___ was the King of Babylon.


5. ___ did not listen to Jeremiah and was blinded
and taken to Babylon.


A. Nebuchadnezzar


B. Pharaoh


C. Zedekiah


D. Josiah


E. Jeremiah


Activity Two - Color the boxes that have 2 Timothy 2:19 written in them. Use the colors
written in the boxes as your guide. Then write your name below the boxes since you are one
of God’s children.


“The
purple


Lord
red


knows
orange


those
yellow


who
green


are
blue


His.”
light blue


(name)______________________________ is God’s child.


Passages


Psalm 124:8 -  Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made
heaven and earth.


2 Timothy 2:19 - The Lord knows those who are His.
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Activity Three - Number in order the names of the kings of Judah.


 
Hymn - Worship Supplement #800 v. 1, 4 


Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river 
I have made you Mine forever.
Go, my children, with My blessing - You are My own.


I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children, I will keep you and give you peace.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to love You above all other things. Please help us to love


and serve You all our lives. Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts
to make us love and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  Keep us always as Your dear
children. Amen.


___ Jehoiakim  ___ Jehoahaz ___ Josiah


___ Zedekiah ___ Jehoiachin
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Babylonian Captivity
2 Kings 22-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36; Jeremiah 34-39


What would it be like to have to leave
your home and country?


What would it be like to leave as
captives?


That’s what happens in today’s lesson
to the people of Judah.


Why did God allow that to happen? 


Prayer


Dear Lord,
We know that we are sinful people and


that You do not like sin. Help us to love You
and our neighbor. Please do not let us be
distracted while we learn about Your Word.
Thank You for sending Jesus to earth so that
we can go to heaven. Amen.


The Story


Josiah was eight years old when he
became king, and he reigned thirty-one years
in Jerusalem. He did what was right in the sight
of the LORD, and walked in all the ways of his
father David. He kept the laws of the LORD.


Now it came to pass, in the eighteenth
year of King Josiah, that the king sent a scribe
to the house of the LORD, saying, "Go up to the
high priest, that he may count the money
which has been brought into the house of the
LORD and give the money to those doing the
work to repair the temple."


Then the high priest said to the scribe, "I
have found the Book of the Law in the house
of the LORD."


So the scribe went to the king bringing the
Book of the Law which had been found in the
temple and he read it to King Josiah.


Now it happened, when the king heard
the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore
his clothes in sorrow and repentance. He sent


messengers to ask the prophetess what the
word of the LORD would tell him and the
people. 


She said to them, "Thus says the LORD God
of Israel, 'Behold, I will bring calamity on this
place and on its inhabitants because they
have forsaken Me and burned incense to
other gods. But as for the king of Judah,
because your heart was tender, and you
humbled yourself before the LORD when you
heard what I spoke against this place, you shall
die in peace; and your eyes shall not see all
the calamity which I will bring on this place. ' " 


So they brought back word to the king.
The king went up to the house of the LORD


with all the people, both young and old. He
read in their hearing all the words of the Book
of the Covenant which had been found in the
house of the LORD. Then the king made a
covenant before the LORD, to follow the LORD
and to keep His commandments and His
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testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart
and all his soul, to perform the words of this
covenant that were written in this book. And all
the people took a stand for the covenant. 


King Josiah commanded that all the
articles that were for the worship of false gods
were to be brought out of the temple and
burned.  He ordered all the false priests that
conducted the worship of false gods be killed.
Many idols and altars to false gods were
destroyed and anything that had been
dedicated to a false god by kings before him
who did not worship the true God was burned.


Then the king commanded all the people,
saying, "Keep the Passover to the LORD your
God, as it is written in this Book of the
Covenant."  That same year this Passover was
held before the LORD in Jerusalem.


Now before him there was no king like him,
who turned to the LORD with all his heart, with
all his soul, and with all his might, according to
all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise
like him. Nevertheless the LORD did not turn
from the fierceness of His great wrath, with
which His anger was aroused against Judah,
because of all the worship of false gods in the
past. 


The LORD said, "I will also remove Judah
from My sight, as I have removed Israel, and
will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have
chosen." 


After all this, Necho king of Egypt came up
to fight.  Josiah went out against him. 


Necho said, "What have I to do with you,
king of Judah? I have not come against you
this day, but against the house with which I
have war. Refrain from meddling with God,
who is with me, lest He destroy you."  


Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face
from him, but disguised himself so that he
might fight with him, and did not heed the
words of Necho from the mouth of God. So he
came to fight and the archers shot King Josiah;
and the king said to his servants, "Take me
away, for I am severely wounded." 


His servants therefore took him to
Jerusalem. So he died, and was buried in one
of the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and
Jerusalem mourned for Josiah. Jeremiah,
God’s prophet, also lamented for Josiah. 


The people of the land took Jehoahaz the
son of Josiah, anointed him, and made him
king in his father's place. Jehoahaz was
twenty-three years old when he became king,
and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.
And he did evil in the sight of the LORD.


Pharaoh Necho put Jehoahaz in prison at
Egypt that he might not reign in Jerusalem.
Jehoahaz died in Egypt. Necho imposed on
the land a tribute of silver and gold. Then
Pharaoh Necho made Jehoiakim, the son of
Josiah king.  So Jehoiakim gave the silver and
gold to Pharaoh.  


Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when
he became king, and he reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem.  And he did evil in the sight of the
LORD, according to all that his fathers had
done. He burned the scroll that Jeremiah the
prophet gave him. The scroll had a message of
warning to the king and people of Jerusalem
to repent of their evil ways.


Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
up, and Jehoiakim became under him for
three years. So Jehoiakim died and Jehoiachin
his son reigned in his place. Jehoiachin was
eighteen years old when he became king, and
he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And he
did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to
all that his father had done.


The king of Egypt did not come out of his
land anymore, for the king of Babylon had
taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt.  


At that time Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the
city was besieged. Then Jehoiachin king of
Judah, surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar. He
was taken prisoner to Babylon along with the
treasures from the temple and palace. Also
King Nebuchadnezzar carried into captivity all
Jerusalem, which included many thousands of
people. None remained except the poorest
people of the land. 


Then the king of Babylon made Zedekiah
king in Judah. Zedekiah was twenty-one years
old when he became king, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem. He also did evil in
the sight of the LORD.  Zedekiah did not listen
to the prophet Jeremiah, either. Jeremiah
warned him to turn away from the false gods
and worship the true God. He continued his
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worship of false gods and put Jeremiah first
into prison and then had him put into a muddy
pit. Jeremiah was later freed.


Zedekiah rebelled against
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his
army came against Jerusalem and encamped
against it; and they built a siege wall against it
all around. After many months a famine had
become so severe in the city that there was no
food for the people of the land. Then the city
wall was broken through and the army of
Babylon came into the city. King Zedekiah
tried to escape, but was captured. He was
blinded and taken to Babylon. This was in
keeping with the prophesy of the LORD
because of Zedekiah’s unbelief.


Most of those who were left from the first
captivity were taken captive to Babylon. The
temple, palace and all the houses were
destroyed by fire after all the valuables that
were left were taken away. 


But the captain of the guard left some of
the poor of the land as vinedressers and
farmers. Thus Judah was carried away captive
from its own land. 


After Nebuchadnezzar died, 
Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon. He
released Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison.
He spoke kindly to him, and gave him a more
prominent seat than those of the kings who
were with him in Babylon. 


Outer Aim - Judah is taken to Babylon because of idol worship, but some
faithful believers are preserved in Judah and Babylon.


What the Story Tells Us - Unscramble the words in the [ ] and write the word on the line.


1. [hsiaoj] ___________________ became king when he was only eight years old.


2. He did what was right in the sight of the [ROLD]_____________________.


3. A priest found the Book of the Law in the [plemte] ___________________.


4. The king repented and read the Book of the Law to all the [lopepe]___________________.


5. All the [lodis] ___________________ were destroyed or burned.


6. The [sosapvre] ______________________ was celebrated.


7. Necho king of [typge] ___________________ killed Josiah.


8. [hamerjei] ___________________ was God’s prophet to Judah.


9. Nebuchadnezzar king of [noyblab] _______________________ took Judah captive.


10. Only some of the poor people were left in Judah as vinedressers and 


[masrefr] ____________________.
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Your Turn - Write the names of the Kings of Judah in order from the story. Check whether
they were a good king (one who loved God) or a bad king (one who didn’t love God).


name good bad name good bad


1st 4th 


2nd 5th 


3rd 


Inner Aim - Though God punishes those who reject Him, He preserves His
children and keeps His promises.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read 1 Corinthians 10:13 below. 


1 Corinthians 10:13 -  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 


Think of something bad that has happened to you, your family or someone you know but
God turned it for good. Read the example to get you started. Share your story with the class.


Example: 
BAD EXPERIENCE - Judith was hit by a car while riding her bicycle. She broke her leg and had
to stay in bed.
GOOD OUTCOME - While staying in bed for 3 months Judith read God’s Word every day and
also read to her friends who came to see her.


BAD EXPERIENCE -


GOOD OUTCOME -
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Passages


2 Thessalonians 3:3 -  But the Lord is faithful,
who will establish you and guard you from


the evil one.


1 Peter 1:5 - [You] are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.


John 10:27-28 -  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 


neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.


Hymn - Worship Supplement #800 


Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, my children, with My blessing - You are My own.


Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children sins forgiven, at peace and pure.


Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.


I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you and give you peace.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
With every year I become more aware of the dangers that are all around me,


including my own sinful flesh. It makes me so happy to learn that You have promised to take
care of me, just as You preserved the nation of Judah. I am comforted that You will not
leave me, and I pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to live in me, that I might always
remain faithful to You. In Jesus’ name I ask this. Amen.
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Babylonian Captivity
2 Kings 23-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36; Jeremiah 34-39


What would it be like to have to
leave your home and country?


What would it be like to leave as
captives?


That’s what happens in today’s
lesson to the people of Judah.


Why did God allow that to
happen? 


Prayer


Dear Lord,
We know that we are sinful people


and that You do not like sin. Help us to
love You and our neighbor. Please do
not let us be distracted while we learn
about Your Word. Thank You for
sending Jesus to earth so that we can go to heaven. Amen.


The Story


Josiah was eight years old when he
became king, and he reigned thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. He did what was right in
the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the
ways of his father David. He kept the laws
of the LORD.


Now it came to pass, in the eighteenth
year of King Josiah, that the king sent a
scribe to the house of the LORD, saying,
"Go up to the high priest, that he may
count the money which has been brought
into the house of the LORD and give the
money to those doing the work to repair
the temple."


Then the high priest said to the scribe, "I
have found the Book of the Law in the
house of the LORD."


So the scribe went to the king bringing


the Book of the Law which had been
found in the temple and he read it to King
Josiah.


Now it happened, when the king
heard the words of the Book of the Law,
that he tore his clothes in sorrow and
repentance. He sent messengers to ask the
prophetess what the word of the LORD
would tell him and the people. 


She said to them, "Thus says the LORD
God of Israel, 'Behold, I will bring calamity
on this place and on its inhabitants
because they have forsaken Me and
burned incense to other gods. But as for
the king of Judah, because your heart was
tender, and you humbled yourself before
the LORD when you heard what I spoke
against this place, you shall die in peace;
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and your eyes shall not see all the calamity
which I will bring on this place. ' " 


So they brought back word to the king.
The king went up to the house of the


LORD with all the people, both young and
old. He read in their hearing all the words
of the Book of the Covenant which had
been found in the house of the LORD. Then
the king made a covenant before the
LORD, to follow the LORD and to keep His
commandments and His testimonies and
His statutes, with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of this covenant
that were written in this book. And all the
people took a stand for the covenant. 


King Josiah commanded that all the
articles that were for the false gods to be
brought out of the temple and burn them. 
He ordered all the false priests that
conducted the worship of false gods be
killed. Many idols and altars to false gods
were destroyed and anything that had
been dedicated to a false god by kings
before him who did not worship the true
God was burned.


Then the king commanded all the
people, saying, "Keep the Passover to the
LORD your God, as it is written in this Book
of the Covenant."  That same year this
Passover was held before the LORD in
Jerusalem.


Now before him there was no king like
him, who turned to the LORD with all his
heart, with all his soul, and with all his
might, according to all the Law of Moses;
nor after him did any arise like him.
Nevertheless the LORD did not turn from
the fierceness of His great wrath, with
which His anger was aroused against
Judah, because of all the worship of false
gods in the past. 


The LORD said, "I will also remove
Judah from My sight, as I have removed
Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem
which I have chosen." 


After all this, Necho king of Egypt came
up to fight.  Josiah went out against him. 


Necho said, "What have I to do with
you, king of Judah? I have not come
against you this day, but against the house
with which I have war. Refrain from
meddling with God, who is with me, lest He
destroy you."  


Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his
face from him, but disguised himself so that
he might fight with him, and did not heed
the words of Necho from the mouth of
God. So he came to fight and the archers
shot King Josiah; and the king said to his
servants, "Take me away, for I am severely
wounded." 


His servants therefore took him to
Jerusalem. So he died, and was buried in
one of the tombs of his fathers. And all
Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.
Jeremiah, God’s prophet, also lamented
for Josiah. 


The people of the land took Jehoahaz
the son of Josiah, anointed him, and made
him king in his father's place. Jehoahaz
was twenty-three years old when he
became king, and he reigned three
months in Jerusalem. And he did evil in the
sight of the LORD.


Pharaoh Necho put Jehoahaz in prison
at Egypt that he might not reign in
Jerusalem. Jehoahaz died in Egypt. Necho
imposed on the land a tribute of silver and
gold. Then Pharaoh Necho made
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king.  So
Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to
Pharaoh.  


Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he reigned
eleven years in Jerusalem.  And he did evil
in the sight of the LORD, according to all
that his fathers had done. He burned the
scroll that Jeremiah the prophet gave him.
The scroll had a message of warning to the
king and people of Jerusalem to repent of
their evil ways.


Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up, and Jehoiakim became under
him for three years. So Jehoiakim died and
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Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when
he became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem three months. And he did evil in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that
his father had done.


The king of Egypt did not come out of
his land anymore, for the king of Babylon
had taken all that belonged to the king of
Egypt.  


At that time Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and
the city was besieged. Then Jehoiachin
king of Judah, surrendered to
Nebuchadnezzar. He was taken prisoner to
Babylon along with the treasures from the
temple and palace. Also King
Nebuchadnezzar carried into captivity all
Jerusalem, which was many thousands of
people. None remained except the
poorest people of the land. 


Then the king of Babylon made
Zedekiah king in Judah. Zedekiah was
twenty-one years old when he became
king, and he reigned eleven years in
Jerusalem. He also did evil in the sight of
the LORD.  Zedekiah did not listen to the
prophet Jeremiah either. Jeremiah warned
him to turn away from the false gods and
worship the true God. He continued his
worship of false gods and put Jeremiah first


into prison and then had him put in a
muddy pit. Jeremiah was later freed.


Zedekiah rebelled against
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all
his army came against Jerusalem and
encamped against it; and they built a
siege wall against it all around. After many
months a famine had become so severe in
the city that there was no food for the
people of the land. Then the city wall was
broken through and the army of Babylon
came into the city. King Zedekiah tried to
escape, but was captured. He was blinded
and taken to Babylon. This was in keeping
with the prophesy of the LORD because of
Zedekiah’s unbelief.


Most of those who were left from the
first captivity were taken captive to
Babylon. The temple, palace and all the
houses were destroyed by fire after all the
valuables that were left were taken away. 


But the captain of the guard left some
of the poor of the land as vinedressers and
farmers. Thus Judah was carried away
captive from its own land. 


After Nebuchadnezzar died, 
Evil-Merodach became king of Babylon.
He released Jehoiachin king of Judah from
prison. He spoke kindly to him, and gave
him a more prominent seat than those of
the kings who were with him in Babylon. 


Outer Aim - Judah is taken to Babylon because of idol worship, but some
faithful believers are preserved in Judah and Babylon.


What the Story Tells Us - Unscramble the words in the [ ] and write the word on the line.


1. [hsiaoj] ___________________ became king when he was only eight years old.


2. He did what was right in the sight of the [ROLD]_____________________.


3. A priest found the Book of the Law in the [plemte] ___________________.


4. The king repented and read the Book of the Law to all the [lopepe]___________________.
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5. All the [lodis] ___________________ were destroyed or burned.


6. The [sosapvre] ______________________ was celebrated.


7. Necho king of [typge] ___________________ killed Josiah.


8. [hamerjei] ___________________ was God’s prophet to Judah.


9. Jehoiakim [nedubr] _____________the scroll from Jeremiah with God’s message to repent.


10. [hadzikee]_____________________ also did not listen to Jeremiah’s message from God to
repent. He even threw Jeremiah into a muddy pit.


11. Nebuchadnezzar king of [noyblab] _______________________ took Judah captive.


12. Only some of the poor people were left in Judah as vinedressers and 


[masrefr] ____________________.


Inner Aim - Though God punishes those who reject Him, He preserves His
children and keeps His promises.


Your Turn - Write the names of the Kings of Judah in order from the story. Check whether
they were a good king (one who loved God) or a bad king (one who didn’t love God).


name good bad name good bad


1st 4th 


2nd 5th 


3rd 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read 1 Corinthians 10:13 below.
1 Corinthians 10:13 -  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be
able to bear it.


Think of something bad that has happened to you, your family or someone you know but
that God turned it for good. Read the example to get you started. Share your story with the
class.
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Example: 
BAD EXPERIENCE - Judith was hit by a car while riding her bicycle. She broke her leg and had
to stay in bed.
GOOD OUTCOME - While staying in bed for 3 months Judith read God’s Word every day and
also read to her friends who came to see her.


BAD EXPERIENCE -


GOOD OUTCOME -
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Passages


2 Thessalonians 3:3 -  But the Lord is faithful,
who will establish you and guard you from


the evil one.


1 Peter 1:5 - [You] are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.


John 10:27-28 -  My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 
And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 


neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.


Hymn - Worship Supplement #800 
Go, My children, with My blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river I have made you Mine forever.
Go, my children, with My blessing - You are My own.


Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children sins forgiven, at peace and pure.


Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.


I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace:
I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; I will keep you and give you peace.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
With every year I become more aware of the dangers that are all around me,


including my own sinful flesh. It makes me so happy to learn that You have promised to take
care of me, just as You preserved the nation of Judah. I am comforted that You will not
leave me, and I pray that the Holy Spirit would continue to live in me, that I might always
remain faithful to You. In Jesus’ name I ask this. Amen.
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STORY
The Babylonian Captivity - 2 Kings 22-25; 2 Chronicles 34-36; Jeremiah 34-39


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, I thank You for all the comforting promises that I find in Your Word. Surely despair would
have engulfed me long ago had You not comforted me with Your promises. I thank you especially this day
for the assurance that You not only create faith, You also preserve it.  Direct me in this lesson to impart the
same comfort to Your children. May the message of this lesson give them confidence and peace as they
grow up facing the many enemies on every hand.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Josiah - The last righteous king of Judah before the Babylonian Captivity. He was the great grandson of
Hezekiah and began ruling when he was eight years old. Of all the kings in Israel, Josiah was the most
zealous in keeping the Lord's commandments and ordinances.


Bethel - One of the two cities of Israel (along with Dan) where Jeroboam set up his golden calves for
worship. Josiah recognized the abomination in Israel and was able to desecrate the pagan worship areas
there while Assyria was preoccupied with the rising Babylonian Empire.


Brook Kidron - A usually dry riverbed that flows only with the runoff waters of spring, emptying eventually
into the Dead Sea. By Josiah's time it had become the receptacle for all manner of unclean things, swept
clean each spring by the torrential runoff.


Perverted persons - Temple prostitutes, both men and women, who performed all manner of sinful acts in
the name of their pagan religions.


Topheth - The site somewhere to the south and west of Jerusalem where worshippers of Molech made
their children pass through the fire (burning them alive). Topheth was located in the Valley of Hinnom,
known later by the Hebrew name of Gehenna. The place was destroyed and desecrated so thoroughly by
Josiah that its exact location is not known. The entire area became a pit for every kind of waste and
carrion. Funeral pyres were common there, as were all of the vermin generally found around decaying flesh.
Jesus later used the place as a graphic portrayal of hell - "where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is
not quenched.'"  (Mark 9:44 ff).


Mount of Corruption - A hill, believed to have been located south of the Mount of Olives, where Solomon
erected worship sites to the pagan gods Ashtoreth, Chemosh, and Milcom.


Nebuchadnezzar - King of the Babylonian Empire for over 42 years (604-562 BC). He was probably of
mixed Chaldean and Babylonian ancestry, and is known as much for his building and beautification projects
as for his military campaigns.


Nebuzaradan - The Babylonian Officer ("Chief of the Slaughterers") who served under Nebuchadnezzar
during the deportation of Judah. His name means "Nebo has given offspring." He seems to have been
civil in his dealings with the conquered Jews of Judah.


Riblah in Hamath - Located over 200 miles NNE of Jerusalem, the area was occupied by the Egyptian
Necho after the defeat of Judah under King Josiah. It was here that Josiah's son, King Jehoahaz, was
imprisoned after he succeeded his father.  Later the area was taken from Egypt and used as a staging area
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by the Babylonian invaders during their conquest of Judah and Phoenicia. It was to this place that Nebuzaradan
led many of the leaders from Jerusalem after that city's destruction, where they were executed by
Nebuchadnezzar. Hamath is the name of both a city and the region in which it is located.


Chaldeans - A race of people from the Kurdistan Mountains known for their military aggression and their study
of astronomy and astrology. The Chaldeans were in large part responsible for the destruction of the Assyrian
Empire and the establishment of the Babylonian Empire. The Babylonian Empire is also rightly called the
Chaldean Empire, although Babylonia was made up of many ethnic peoples. It is probably fair to say that every
Chaldean became a Babylonian, but not every Babylonian was a Chaldean. Abram (Abraham) was originally
called from Ur of the Chaldees.


OUTER AIM
Because of her idolatry and perversion, Judah is delivered over to her enemies; but a faithful remnant is
preserved, both in Judah and in Babylonia.


INNER AIM
Though God punishes those who reject Him, He preserves His children and keeps His promises.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Volume 1, pages 389-395)
Though the reforms brought by Josiah were indeed God-pleasing, the evil wrought in the early part of
Manasseh's reign was not easily undone. The Jews had broken the conditional covenant God had made with
them as a nation (Exodus 19-24) and therefore God no longer acted as their national defender. However the
covenant that God would send a Savior from the Jews was an unconditional covenant, therefore God
preserved a remnant in Babylon to fulfill His promise.


Chapter 23
Josiah's reforms were both thorough and genuine. He not only destroyed all of the pagan worship sites in Judah
and reestablished the correct celebration of the Passover, he also desecrated all of the pagan worship sites in
what had been Northern Israel (Samaria) - including the destruction of the infamous 300 year old alternate
worship site erected in Bethel by Jeroboam. He was able to do this because of the power vacuum that existed
during this time. Assyria was fast declining on all fronts. Egypt was opportunistically just beginning to occupy
weakened Assyrian territories in the west, and the Chaldeans were chipping away at the Assyrian Empire in the
east.


For background on "the tomb of the man of God" mentioned in 23:17-18, and for the prophesies made by that
man of God concerning Josiah's acts, see 1 Kings 13.


Though the Passover was celebrated under King Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 30) that is not in conflict with 2 Kings
23:22 in this section, since "such a Passover" referred to a ceremonially correct Passover, which was not
celebrated until the time of Josiah.


While Hezekiah's greatness lay in his unparalleled trust in the Lord (2 Kings 18:5) Josiah's greatness lay in his
unparalleled zeal for the Mosaic Law which was rediscovered during his reign (2 Kings 23:25). 2 Kings 18:5
and 23:25 are therefore not in conflict.
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Note the shift in power evident from Egypt's alliance with Assyria (23:29). Egypt, once mightily threatened by
Assyria, now allies itself with its old enemy because Babylonia has become the greater threat.


Egypt ruled Palestine until the power struggle between Assyria and Babylon was settled.


Chapter 24
Nebuchadnezzar was the second king of the Babylonian Empire. He succeeded in subduing most of the
territory that had once been held by the Assyrians. It is clear that God raised up Nebuchadnezzar as a
punishment to Judah for the evil of its kings and people.


Jehoiakim, the grandson of Josiah, became Nebuchadnezzar's vassal. After his rebellion he was replaced by his
son, Jehoiachin. Jehoiachin was king in Jerusalem when the city was plundered and the cream of the Jewish
people carried off into exile. Jerusalem was not destroyed until Jehoiachin's Uncle, Zedekiah, became king and
rebelled against Babylon.


Chapter 25
The city walls were both the blessing and the curse of ancient cities under siege. Starvation often accomplished
what enemy armies could not. So it was in Jerusalem during the 1½-year siege of Nebuchadnezzar.


Nebuchadnezzar often demonstrated mercy toward those who surrendered to him, but he demonstrated
harshest cruelty to those who refused. It is hard to imagine the horror to which Zedekiah was subjected -
forced to witness the execution of his sons before being blinded. Yet so the prophecy of Ezekiel 12:13 was
fulfilled, "I will also spread My net over him, and he shall be caught in My snare. I will bring him to
Babylon, to the land of the Chaldeans; yet he shall not see it, though he shall die there."


As the Lord had now withdrawn from the nation of Judah, so also he allowed the temple that had once borne
his Name to be destroyed by the pagan Babylonians. Yet He did not forget His promise, His unconditional
covenant to send a Savior. Therefore now He resided in the hearts of the remnant of Israel.


As the gold and silver had been carried off during the first plunder of Jerusalem a decade earlier, so now also all
of the bronze articles are carried off to Babylon - a quantity beyond measure. Many of these articles had been
made by Solomon over 350 years earlier.


Once again we see that while Nebuchadnezzar offered life in exile to those who surrendered to him, those who
did not faced dire consequences. So in verses 18-21 we read of the execution of many of the officials who
occupied positions of authority during the last rebellion.


Even after the destruction of Jerusalem those who remain demonstrate that they have learned nothing. The
military leaders who had escaped the Babylonians assassinated their own governor, Gedaliah, as well as their
Chaldean overseers. In a panic (and contrary to the command of the Lord through Jeremiah) those that are left
flee in fear to Egypt. Thus, for them, the Exodus was reversed. 


Refer to the sections in Jeremiah 34-39 for the relationship between the Prophet Jeremiah and the various rulers
of Judah during this period. Note that the rulers, from first to last, were always given fair warning by the Lord
through His prophets. They refused to hear and heed the Lord's commands, and their folly proved to be fatal in
the end.
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Rupprecht gives the following list of Nebuchadnezzar's deportation of Judah: "In the first year of
Nebuchadnezzar's reign: Daniel and a few others; in his eighth year: 10,000 persons; in his seventeenth
year: 3,023; in his eighteenth year: 832; in his twenty-third year: 745. Total, ca. 14,600."


STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, with every year I become more aware of the dangers that are all around me, including my
own sinful flesh.  It makes me so happy to learn that You have promised to take care of me, just as You
preserved the nation of Judah.  I am comforted that You will not leave me, and I pray that the Holy Spirit
would continue to live in me, that I might always remain faithful to You.  In Jesus' name I ask this. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This account is obviously too long to read in class. Although the teacher should read all of the material from 2
Kings and Jeremiah as a preparation toward mastering the material, only the upper grades should be expected
to do the same.  The teacher will need to draw up an outline of the points to be covered in the telling of the
story.  In studying and presenting this material, note that those who obeyed the word and will of the Lord were
spared. Note also, however, that even the righteous prophet Jeremiah suffered terribly for a time. God has
never promised us a life of ease when we follow Him, but He has promised to make all things work for our
spiritual good. 


APPLICATION
1. Sin has consequences. Though King Manasseh turned away from his evil during the latter part of his reign,


and though Josiah brought many reforms in Judah, the perversion and idolatry was too engrained in the
people of Judah. They quickly turned again to their evil ways after the passing of Josiah, and eventually the
Lord drove them from His sight. Emphasize to the students that God does not tolerate sin and rebellion
indefinitely. No one "gets away with" sin.


2. Use the gruesome account of Zedekiah's punishment as evidence of how fearful a thing it would be to be
abandoned by God. (May be suitable only for the older students.)


3. The history of the Jewish nation is a history of great tragedy. Though God preserved a remnant for the sake
of His promise, Israel again rejected her God and Savior, and Jerusalem was again destroyed in 70 AD, this
time by the Romans. Even today the Jewish nation is either scattered around the world, or lives embattled in
Palestine, surrounded by enemies and rejected by God. God did not just reject Judah for a time. He
rejected the nation of Israel for all time, preserving a remnant only for the sake of His promise. Today's
"Israel" is the Christian Church. 


4. Demonstrate to the students how obedience to the Word of the Lord does not always exempt us from
suffering. Jeremiah was faithful, yet he suffered terribly. To suffer for the sake of the Word of God, however,
has positive eternal consequences. To turn from Him in the face of hardship has dire, eternal consequences.
Have the children give examples of how they might have to suffer in their day for speaking the Word of God
(unpopular in school, subjected to ridicule, thought of as odd or old fashioned, etc.).


5.  Discus with the students some of the evil practices in our own country today. How do they compare with
the evil in Israel and Judah? What can we do to help? Why does God preserve America?
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Psalm  124:8 - Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.


2 Timothy 2:19 - The Lord knows those who are His.


1 Peter 1:5 - [You] are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.


Middle
Luke 22:32 - But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me,
strengthen your brethren.


Romans 11:5 - Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.
2 Thessalonians 3:3  But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one.


Upper
1 Peter 5:10 - But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have
suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.


1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


John 10:27-28 - "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. {28} "And I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.’


HYMN CHOICES
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty - TLH #39:3-5 
O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe - TLH #263
Lord Jesus, Thou the Church's Head - TLH #477
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Esther - Level 1 10/29/02


Esther
Esther


God, through Esther, saved Israel from
destruction so that the promised Messiah could


come from Judah.
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The Story


Once there was a king of Persia
named Xerxes. He was also called Ahasuerus
but is best known as Xerxes. He had a great
feast where he invited many important
people in his kingdom. The feast lasted many,
many days. Near the end of the feasting King
Xerxes ordered his queen, Vashti, to come to
the feast in order to show off her beauty.
Queen Vashti refused to come before the
king. Because she did not obey the king she
was no longer the queen.


All the young beautiful women of the


land were brought before the king so that he
could choose another queen. He loved
Esther above all the other young women and
she became the new queen.


Esther was a Jew, one of God’s
people. She was raised by her cousin,
Mordecai, because her parents had died.
Mordecai worked in the king’s palace.


One day Mordecai overheard two


gatekeepers planning to kill the king. He told
Esther who told the king of this evil plan. The
two gatekeepers were killed and the story of
Mordecai’s help was written in the history
book of King Xerxes.


Later a  wicked man named Haman


became a leader in the king’s palace. He
made an order that everyone should bow
down to him because he thought he was so
important. Mordecai would not bow down
because God does not want us to worship
anyone but Him. Because Mordecai would
not bow down, Haman was very angry. He
planned how he could kill Mordecai and all
Mordecai’s people, the Jews.


Haman came up with a plan. He told


King Xerxes that there was a group of people
in the kingdom who had their own laws. These
people should be killed. King Xerxes let
Haman make an order to destroy these


people, the Jews, in one year.
When Esther, Mordecai and all the


Jews heard about this order they were very
sad. Mordecai told Esther that she should go
before the king and ask that the Jews be
spared.


Esther knew that she could be killed if
she went to the king without being invited.
She asked Mordecai and all the Jews to pray
for her so that she would not be killed when
she went before the king uninvited. She said,
“If I perish, I perish.”


On the third day, after praying to God,
Esther went to the king. He held out his
golden scepter to her to show that she found
favor in his eyes. 


He said, “What do you want, Queen
Esther. I will give you up to half of my
kingdom.”


“You and Haman come to a feast,” she


told King Xerxes.


Haman felt great pride that he and the
king were asked to Esther’s feast. At that feast
she asked them to come again the next day
and then she would make her request.


When Haman then saw Mordecai at
the palace he was reminded of how he
didn’t bow down to him. Again Haman was
very angry. Haman had gallows built so that
one day he could have Mordecai hung on
them.


That night the king could not sleep. He
had his servants read from his history book. He
was told of how Mordecai had saved his life
when the two gatekeepers had planned to
kill him.


“What did we do to honor Mordecai?”


the king asked.
“Nothing,” said the servants.


Later King Xerxes asked Haman what
should be done to honor someone the king
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favored. Haman thought the king wanted to
honor him so he told the king to have royal
robes and a royal horse be given to the
person the king honored. Then have the
person taken through the city and have the
people pay their respect to him.


“Hurry, go take robes and a horse to


Mordecai and take him through the city so
that everyone can honor him,” said the king.


Haman had to do this since he was
ordered by the king.


Later Haman and the king again went
to see Queen Esther’s feast. Esther told the
king about the man who had ordered


 the death of her and her people the Jews.
“Who is that man?” asked King Xerxes.
“It is Haman, “ said Queen Esther.


Haman was ordered to be hanged on
the gallows he had built for Mordecai.
Mordecai was then given Haman’s job in the
palace.


When the time of Haman’s order came,
the Jews were not killed but were allowed to
defend themselves and kill their enemies. A
special celebration was started called Purim
to honor the time that God spared the Jews
from death.


Activity One - Draw in the beginning letter of the names in the sentences.


1. _____ erxes was the King of Persia.


2. _____sther was the Queen of Persia.


3. _____aman hated the Jews.


4. _____ordecai was the Jew who helped the king and
queen.


5. _____od took care of His people.


6. _____esus died for everyone.


M


J


X


E


H


G
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Activity Two - Connect the dashes around the picture. Then color the picture.


 "Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."
Revelation 2:10


Passages


Acts 5:29 -We ought to obey God rather than men.


Psalm 37:5  Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring
it to pass.


God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.
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Hymn & Prayer- Worship Supplement 2000 #785 


Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.


God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Esther - Level 2 8/6/04


Esther
Esther


God, through Esther, saved Israel from
destruction so that the promised Messiah


could come from Judah.
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The Story


Once there was a king of Persia
named Xerxes. He had a great feast where
he invited many important people in his
kingdom. The feast lasted many, many
days. Near the end of the feasting King
Xerxes ordered his queen, Vashti, to come
to the feast in order to show off her beauty.
Queen Vashti refused to come before the
king. Because she did not obey the king
she was no longer the queen.


All the young beautiful women of
the land were brought before the king so
that he could choose another queen. He
loved Esther above all the other young
women and she became the new queen.


Esther was a Jew, one of God’s
people. She was raised by her cousin,
Mordecai, because her parents had died.
Mordecai worked in the king’s palace.


One day Mordecai overheard two
gatekeepers planning to assassinate or kill
the king. He told Esther who told the king of
this evil plan. The two gatekeepers were
killed and the story of Mordecai’s help was
written in the history book of King Xerxes.


Later a  wicked man named Haman
became a leader in the king’s palace. He
made an order that everyone should bow
down to him because he thought he was
so important. Mordecai would not bow
down because God does not want us to
worship anyone but Him. Because
Mordecai would not bow down, Haman
was very angry. He planned how he could
kill Mordecai and all Mordecai’s people,
the Jews.


Haman came up with a plan. He
told King Xerxes that there was a group of
people in the kingdom who had their own
laws. These people should be killed. King
Xerxes let Haman make an order to
destroy these people, the Jews, in one
year.


When Esther, Mordecai and all the


Jews heard about this order they were very
sad. Mordecai told Esther that she should
go before the king and ask that the Jews
be spared.


Esther knew that she could be killed
if she went to the king without being
invited. She asked Mordecai and all the
Jews to pray for her so that she would not
be killed when she went before the king
uninvited. She said, “If I perish, I perish.”


The next day she went to the king.
He held out his golden scepter to her to
show that she found favor in his eyes. 


He said, “What do you want, Queen
Esther. I will give you up to half of my
kingdom.”


“You and Haman come to a feast,”
she told King Xerxes.


Haman felt great pride that he and
the king were asked to Esther’s feast. At
that feast she asked them to come again
the next day and then she would make her
request.


When Haman then saw Mordecai at
the palace he was reminded of how he
didn’t bow down to him. Again Haman
was very angry. Haman had gallows built
so that one day he could have Mordecai
hung on them.


That night the king could not sleep.
He had his servants read from his history
book. He was told of how Mordecai had
saved his life when the two gatekeepers
had planned to kill him.


“What did we do to honor
Mordecai?” the king asked.


“Nothing,” said the servants.
Later King Xerxes asked Haman what


should be done to honor someone the king
favored. Haman thought the king wanted
to honor him so he told the king to have
royal robes and a royal horse be given to
the person the king honored. Then he
should have the person taken through the
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city and have the people pay their respect
to him.


“Hurry, go take robes and a horse to
Mordecai and take him through the city so
that everyone can honor him,” said the
king.


Haman had to do this since he was
ordered by the king.


Later Haman and the king again
went to see Queen Esther’s feast. Esther
told the king about the man who had
ordered the death of her and her people
the Jews.


“Who is that man?” asked King
Xerxes.


“It is Haman, “ said Queen Esther.
Haman was ordered to be hanged


on the gallows he had built for Mordecai.
Mordecai was then given Haman’s job in
the palace.


When the time of Haman’s order
came, the Jews were not killed but were
allowed to defend themselves and kill their
enemies. A special celebration was started
called Purim to honor the time that God
spared the Jews from death.


Activity One - Draw a line to match the names to the sentence about them.


1. I am the King of Persia...


2. I am the Queen of Persia...


3. I am a wicked man who hated Jews...


4. I am a Jew who worked in the king’s palace...


5. I will save the Jews...


6. I will die for all people...


...Mordecai


...Haman


...Jesus


...Xerxes


...God


...Esther
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Activity Two - Find the names from the story in the WORD SEARCH below.
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XERXES
ESTHER


MORDECAI
HAMAN
PERSIA


SCEPTER
PERISH
VASHTI


BOW DOWN
FEAST


ASSASSINATE


GALLOWS
KILL
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Passages


Acts 5:29 -We ought to obey God rather than men.


Revelation 2:10 - "Be faithful until death, and I will
give you the crown of life."


Psalm 37:5  Commit your way to the LORD, trust
also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.


Hymn & Prayer- Worship Supplement 2000 #785 


Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.


God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Esther - Level 3 8/17/04


Esther
Esther


This drawing shows someone’s life
being spared. Do you know whose life it
is? This is Esther. What do you know
about her? We’ll read her story today to
find out more.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for again bringing us together to study Your Word in Sunday School. Be with


our teacher so that the lesson may be taught to Your glory and with us so that we will listen
and learn about the truths of Your Scripture. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Esther 1-10 paraphrased


There was a king of Persia named
Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes. He was ruler
over 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia. His
palace was in Shushan. 


Once he made a feast and invited all
his officials, nobles, princes and important
powers of his kingdom. The feast lasted 180
days and the king showed off his riches and
the splendor of his kingdom. Near the end of
the feast days he had a special celebration for
all his people with much expensive food and
drink served in golden vessels. The queen of
Persia, Vashti, was commanded to come
before the king to show off her beauty to the
people. But Queen Vashti refused to come at
the king's command and the king was furious.
It would be a bad example for others if the
wife of the king did not listen to her husband,
therefore Queen Vashti was never allowed to
come before the king again. A new queen
was needed.


A beauty contest was held to find a


new queen. Many beautiful, young, unmarried
women were brought to the palace including
a young Jew named Esther. She had been
raised in the house of her cousin, Mordecai.
Mordecai worked in the king’s palace.


After a year of beauty treatment each
young woman was brought before the king. So
Esther was taken to King Xerxes and he loved
Esther more than all the other women, and so
he set the royal crown upon her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti. 


One day while near the gate of the
palace Mordecai overheard a plot to
assassinate the king. He told Esther who told
the king, and the two gatekeepers who
plotted the assassination were hanged. All of
this was written down in the history book of the
king.


After these things King Xerxes promoted
a wicked man named Haman and set him
above all the princes. All the king's servants
bowed and paid homage to Haman, but
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Mordecai would not bow or pay homage
because he was a Jew and it was forbidden
by God. This made Haman very angry and he
planned how he might destroy Mordecai and
his people, the Jews, who were captives in
Persia. 


Haman went to the king with his plan
and said to the king, "There is a certain people
scattered and dispersed among the people in
all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws
are different from all other people's, and they
do not keep the king's laws. Therefore it is not
fitting for the king to let them remain. If it
pleases the king, let a decree be written that
they be destroyed." 


So the king took his signet ring from his
hand and gave it to Haman saying,"The
people are given to you, to do with them as
seems good to you." 


Haman made the decree that in
one year’s time all the Jews in the
provinces of King Xerxes were to be killed. 


When Mordecai learned all that
had happened, he tore his clothes in
sorrow and put on sackcloth and ashes. All
Jews everywhere mourned. Esther was also
distressed.


Mordecai asked that Esther go
before the king and plead for her people.
King Xerxes did not know she was Jewish. It was
also dangerous to go before the king without
being invited. You would be killed for bothering
him unless he held out his golden scepter to
you, then you would live.


Esther was afraid to go to the king but
Mordecai reminded her that she was a Jew.
He also said, "Yet who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?"


Esther said, "Go, gather all the Jews who
are present in Shushan, and fast for me for
three days. My maids and I will fast likewise.
And so I will go to the king, which is against the
law; and if I perish, I perish!"


After three days Esther put on her royal
robes and went before King Xerxes. So it was,
when the king saw Queen Esther she found
favor in his sight, and the king held out to
Esther the golden scepter. Then Esther went
near and touched the top of the scepter.


The king said to her, "What do you wish,
Queen Esther? It shall be given to you; up to
half the kingdom!"


Esther answered, "If it pleases the king,
let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared."


The king and Haman went to Queen
Esther’s feast. Again the king asked what Esther
requested. She asked that they again come to
a banquet the next day and she would then
tell her request.


Haman felt great pride that he was
important to the king and queen but later
when he saw Mordecai who did not bow
down to him he was angry. He planned to ask
the king to have Mordecai killed and even
had a gallows built that would hang Mordecai
one day. 


But that night the king could
not sleep. He commanded that the
book about his history be read to
him. There he heard and was
reminded of how Mordecai saved
his life from the two gatekeepers
who were planning to kill him. 


The king said, "What honor or
dignity has been bestowed on
Mordecai for this?"


The servants said that nothing
had been done to honor him. So the king
asked Haman, "What shall be done for the
man whom the king delights to honor?" 


Haman, thinking the king was talking
about him, said, "Let a royal robe be brought
which the king has worn, and a horse on which
the king has ridden be delivered to the man.
Then parade him on horseback through the
city square, and proclaim before him: 'Thus
shall it be done to the man whom the king
delights to honor!'" 


The king said, "Hurry, take the robe and
the horse, as you have suggested, and do this
for Mordecai the Jew." 


So Haman took the robe and the horse,
arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback
through the city square. Afterward Mordecai
went back to the king's gate. But Haman
hurried to his house, mourning and with his
head covered. 


Later the king and Haman went to dine
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with Queen Esther. She now told the king her
request, "If I have found favor, O king, please
spare my life and the lives of my people. For
we are to be destroyed because of the wishes
of someone."


King Xerxes answered, "Who is he who
would dare presume in his heart to do such a
thing?"


Esther said, "The enemy is this wicked
Haman!" 


Then the king saw the gallows and said,
"Hang Haman on the gallows!" 


So they hanged Haman on the gallows
that he had prepared for Mordecai. On that
day King Xerxes promoted Mordecai to the
position Haman had held. 


Esther then went again to the king and
he again held out the golden scepter for her.
She said, "If it pleases the king, and if I have
found favor in his sight let it be written to take
back the letters sent by Haman ordering the
death of the Jews." 


Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther
and Mordecai the Jew, "You yourselves write a
decree concerning the Jews, as you please, in


the king's name, for whatever is written in the
king's name and sealed with the king's signet
ring no one can revoke." 


So the king's scribes were called at that
time and it was written that the Jews were
permitted to gather together and protect their
lives and to kill all the forces of any people or
province that would assault them. The Jews
had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday.


When the time came for the enemies of
the Jews to carry out the order of Haman the
Jews gathered together and defeated their
enemies, killing thousands. All the officials of
the provinces even helped the Jews defeat
their enemies and followed the order given by
Mordecai and Esther. Haman’s ten sons were
also hanged.


Mordecai was great in the king's
palace, and his fame spread throughout all
the provinces. A special day of celebration
was established for the Jews to remember this
time when God spared His people from
destruction. It was called Purim. 


Outer Aim - God, through Esther, saved Israel from destruction so that the
promised Messiah could come from Judah.


Passage


Revelation 2:10 - "Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life."
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What the Story Tells Us - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE using the words in the
Word Box.


Across
4. __ was a Jew who


worked for the king.
5. Haman wanted to __


Mordecai and the
Jews.


7. Mordecai did not __
down to Haman.


8. The king held out a
golden __ to show
when a person had
found his favor.


10. Esther invited the king
and Haman to a __.


Down
1. __ was a wicked man


who worked for the
king.


2. Esther said, “If I __, I _.”
3. Haman had these built


for Mordecai.
6. __ was the king of


Persia.
9. __ was the new queen


of Persia.


Inner Aim - God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.


1 2


3


4


5


6


7


8 9


10


XERXES
ESTHER


MORDECAI
HAMAN


SCEPTER
PERISH


BOW
FEAST


GALLOWS
KILL
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Find the missing words in the Bible Passages below. Then
discuss the questions together in class.


Acts 5:29 - We ought to obey ___ ___ ___ rather than ___ ___ ___.
When did Mordecai do what this passage said?


Psalm 37:5 -  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ your way to the LORD, ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


When did Esther remember these words?


Psalms 65:2 -  O You who hear ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___, to You all flesh will come.
What is God’s promise to believers who pray to Him?


Your Turn - Find these Bible references and match the God-fearing leaders.


1. _____ Genesis 41:41


2. _____ Exodus 4:21


3. _____ Judges 6:24


4. _____ 1 Samuel 16:13


5. _____ 2 Kings 5:15


6. _____ Daniel 2:48


7. _____ Esther 10:2


A. David


B. Moses


C. Mordecai


D. Daniel


E. Naaman


F. Joseph


G. Gideon


Hymn & Prayer- Worship Supplement 2000 #785 


Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.


God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy. Amen.
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Old Testament Esther - Level 4 1/8/04


Esther
Esther


This drawing shows someone’s life
being spared. Do you know whose life it is?
This is Esther. What do you know about her?
We’ll read her story today to find out more.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for again bringing us


together to study Your Word in Sunday School. Be with our teacher so that the lesson may
be taught to Your glory and with us so that we will listen and learn about the truths of Your
Scripture. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Esther 1-10 paraphrased


There was a king of Persia named
Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes. He was ruler
over 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia. His
palace was in Shushan. 


Once he made a feast and invited all
his officials, nobles, princes and important
powers of his kingdom. The feast lasted 180
days, and the king showed off his riches and
splendor of his kingdom. Near the end of the
feast days he had a special celebration for all
his people with much expensive food and
drink served in golden vessels. The queen of
Persia, Vashti, was commanded to come
before the king to show off her beauty to the
people. But Queen Vashti refused to come at
the king's command, and the king was furious.
It would be a bad example for others if the


wife of the king did not listen to her husband;
therefore, Queen Vashti was never allowed


to come before the king again. A new queen
was needed.


A beauty contest was held to find a
new queen. Many beautiful, young,
unmarried women were brought to the
palace including a young Jew named Esther.
She had been raised in the house of her
cousin, Mordecai. Mordecai worked in the
king’s palace.


After a year of beauty treatment, each


young woman was brought before the king.
So Esther was taken to King Xerxes, and he
loved Esther more than all the other women
and so he set the royal crown upon her head
and made her queen instead of Vashti. 


One day while near the gate of the


palace Mordecai overheard a plot to


assassinate the king. He told Esther who told
the king. The two gatekeepers who plotted
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the assassination were hanged. All of this was
written down in the history book of the king.


After these things, King Xerxes


promoted a wicked man named Haman and
set him above all the princes. All the king's
servants bowed and paid homage to Haman,
but Mordecai would not bow or pay homage
because he was a Jew, and it was forbidden
by God. This made Haman very angry, and he
planned how he might destroy Mordecai and
his people, the Jews, who were captives in
Persia. 


Haman went to the king with his plan


and said to the king, "There is a certain people
scattered and dispersed among the people in
all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws
are different from all other people's, and they
do not keep the king's laws. Therefore it is not
fitting for the king to let them remain. If it
pleases the king, let a decree be written that
they be destroyed." 


So the king took his signet ring from his
hand and gave it to Haman saying,"The
people are given to you, to do with them as


seems good to you." 
Haman made the decree that in one


year’s time all the Jews in the provinces of
King Xerxes were to be killed. 


When Mordecai learned all that had
happened, he tore his clothes in sorrow and
put on sackcloth and ashes. All Jews
everywhere mourned. Esther was also
distressed.


Mordecai asked that Esther go before


the king and plead for her people. King
Xerxes did not know she was Jewish. It was
also dangerous to go before the king without
being invited. You would be killed for
bothering him unless he holds out his golden
scepter to you, then you would live.


Esther was afraid to go to the king, but
Mordecai reminded her that she was a Jew.
He also said, "Yet who knows whether you


have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?"


Esther said, "Go, gather all the Jews


who are present in Shushan, and fast for me
for three days. My maids and I will fast
likewise. And so I will go to the king, which is
against the law; and if I perish, I perish!"


After three days Esther put on her royal
robes and went before King Xerxes. So it was,
when the king saw Queen Esther she found
favor in his sight, and the king held out to
Esther the golden scepter. Then Esther went
near and touched the top of the scepter.


The king said to her, "What do you wish,
Queen Esther? It shall be given to you; up to
half the kingdom!"


Esther answered, "If it pleases the king,


let the king and Haman come today to the
banquet that I have prepared."


The king and Haman went to Queen
Esther’s feast. Again the king asked what
Esther requested. She asked that they again
come to a banquet the next day and she
would then tell her request.


Haman felt great pride that he was
important to the king and queen but later
when he saw Mordecai who did not bow
down to him he was angry. He planned to ask
the king to have Mordecai killed and even
had a gallows built that would hang
Mordecai one day. 


But that night the king could not sleep.


He commanded that the book about his
history be read to him. There he heard and
was reminded of how Mordecai saved his life
from the two gatekeepers who were
planning to kill him. 


The king said, "What honor or dignity


has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?"
The servants said that nothing had


been done to honor him. So the king asked
Haman, "What shall be done for the man
whom the king delights to honor?" 
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Haman, thinking the king was talking


about him, said, "Let a royal robe be brought
which the king has worn, and a horse on
which the king has ridden be delivered to the
man. Then parade him on horseback through
the city square, and proclaim before him:
'Thus shall it be done to the man whom the
king delights to honor!'" 


The king said, "Hurry, take the robe and


the horse, as you have suggested, and do this
for Mordecai the Jew." 


So Haman took the robe and the horse,
arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback
through the city square. Afterward Mordecai
went back to the king's gate. But Haman
hurried to his house, mourning and with his
head covered. 


Later the king and Haman went to dine
with Queen Esther. She now told the king her
request, "If I have found favor, O king, please
spare my life and the lives of my people. For
we are to be destroyed because of the
wishes of someone."


King Xerxes answered, "Who is he who


would dare presume in his heart to do such a
thing?"


Esther said, "The enemy is this wicked
Haman!" 


Then the king saw the gallows and said,
"Hang Haman on the gallows!" 


So they hanged Haman on the gallows
that he had prepared for Mordecai. On that
day King Xerxes promoted Mordecai to the


 position Haman had held. 
Esther then went again to the king, and


he again held out the golden scepter for her.
She said, "If it pleases the king, and if I have
found favor in his sight let it be written to take
back the letters sent by Haman ordering the
death of the Jews." 


Then King Xerxes said to Queen Esther
and Mordecai the Jew, "You yourselves write
a decree concerning the Jews, as you
please, in the king's name, for whatever is
written in the king's name and sealed with the
king's signet ring no one can revoke." 


So the king's scribes were called at that
time and it was written that the Jews were
permitted to gather together and protect
their lives and to kill all the forces of any
people or province that would assault them.
The Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a
holiday.


When the time came for the enemies


of the Jews to carry out the order of Haman,
the Jews gathered together and defeated
their enemies, killing thousands. All the officials


of the provinces even helped the Jews
defeat their enemies and followed the order
given by Mordecai and Esther. Haman’s ten
sons were also hanged.


Mordecai was great in the king's
palace, and his fame spread throughout all
the provinces. A special day of celebration
was established for the Jews to remember this
time when God spared His people from
destruction. It was called Purim. 


Outer Aim - God, through Esther, saved Israel from
destruction so that the promised Messiah could come from
Judah.


Inner Aim - God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led
us to Jesus.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions then find the answers in the
WORD SEARCH.


1. There was a king of __________________________ named ____________________________,
also known as _________________________.


2. Queen ___________________ did not come when summoned by the king.


3. She was replaced by Queen ______________________, a Jew.


4. She had been raised by _________________________, her cousin upon the death of her
parents.


5. The capital city was _______________________.


6. One day Mordecai uncovered a plot to ______________________________ the king by
the gatekeepers.


7. A wicked man, _____________________, ordered every one to honor him and
_____________ down to him.


8. Esther said, “If I ____________________, I _____________________.” (The word will only be found
one time in the puzzle.)


9. The king held out his ________________________ to receive Esther when she went in
uninvited to see him.


10. Esther invited the king and Haman a ____________________ .


11. Haman had _____________________ built to hang Mordecai.


12. The Jews made a celebration called _________________ to honor the day the Jews
were saved from destruction.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Find the missing words in the Bible Passages below. Then
discuss the questions together in class.


Acts 5:29 - We ought to obey _________ rather than _________.
When did Mordecai do what this passage said?


Psalm 37:5 - ____________ your way to the LORD, ______________ also in Him, and He shall bring
it to pass.


When did Esther remember these words?


Psalms 65:2 -  O You who hear _______________, to You all flesh will come.
What is God’s promise to believers who pray to Him?


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
This passage points to Haman. From what sin did Haman suffer?


Your Turn - Find these Bible references and match the God-fearing leaders.


1. _____ Genesis 41:41


2. _____ Exodus 4:21


3. _____ Judges 6:24


4. _____ 1 Samuel 16:13


5. _____ 2 Kings 5:15


6. _____ Daniel 2:48


7. _____ Esther 10:2


A. David


B. Moses


C. Mordecai


D. Daniel


E. Naaman


F. Joseph


G. Gideon


Hymn & Prayer- Worship Supplement 2000 #785 


Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.


God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy. Amen.
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Esther


TEACHER PRAYER
Grant me, Lord, greater insight in the working of your providence which works all things for my temporal
and eternal good.


VOCABULARY
Proper Nouns - Ahasuerus - Xerxes - Esther - Star


Political nouns - Satrapy - Province


OUTER AIM
To understand that the might of the nations are but pawns in the hands of the Almighty.


INNER AIM
To be comforted in the knowledge that all things work out for good for God’s people.


BACKGROUND 
Time Frame - The history recorded in the book of Esther took place durthe era that the Jews were under
the Persian Empire, specifically between the sixth and seventh chapters of Ezra, that is after the return of
Zerubbabel, but before the return of Ezra.  (As there had been three deportations, so there were three
returns--538, Ezra 1-6; 458 or 7, Ezra 7-10; and 445, Nehemiah 1-13).


King Xerxes - attempted to conquer Greece.  His father Darius failed, being defeated in the battle of
Marathon in 490 BC.  Xerxes likewise failed, being defeated in the sea battle at Salamis and the
land battle at Platea.  To get his army into Greece Xerxes had a pontoon bridge built across the Hellespont. 
A storm destroyed the bridge.  Xerxes was enraged, had his construction engineers executed, and the
seagod chained and whipped!  Example of his hotheaded, irrational behavior.


Characters-Plot:  Xerxes held a banquet, ordered Queen Vashti to appear so he could show off her
beauty, but she refused to come.  Xerxes had her deposed as queen and ordered an empire-wide beauty
contest to be held to find a new queen.  Esther was chosen.  She was a cousin of Mordecai who appears
to have been a minor official in the Persian Court.  Enter Haman, an officer of the King who hated
Mardecai because he refused to honor him by bowing down to him. Haman plotted the destruction of all
Jews in the empire.  His plot backfired to his own destruction and blessing for the Jews.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, grant me grace to take all my cares to You, for You have assured me that you care for me.


PRESENTATION
. 1. Xerxes' banquet, his deposing Queen Vashti, the beauty contest  with Esther being crowned Queen.


2. Mordecai had exposed the assassination plot against the King.   His action had been officially recorded.
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3. Xerxes couldn't sleep one night, ordered chronicles to be read, discovered that Mordecai had not been honored,
ordered Haman to arrange a suitable honor.  Haman thought he was to be honored, but ended up bestowing his
prescribed honor on Mordecai.


4. Xerxes acknowledging Esther, offering her up to half of his kingdom, accepting her repeated invitation to her
banquet.  Haman accused, executed.  The Jews saved.  Mordecai elevated to a position of power.  (Joseph, Daniel,
and Mordecai--Jewish statesmen in earthly kingdoms.)


APPLICATION
Features of the Book:
1. No mention of God in the book.  No reference to Esther in the NT or Dead Sea Scrolls.


2. Pride precedes the fall.  ""Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall," I Cor. 10:12.


3. Man proposes; God disposes!  God's providence achieves His  purposes in history.


4. God blesses earthly empires with God-fearing leaders--Joseph, Daniel, Mordecai.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Gen. 50:20 - But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this
day, to save many people alive.


Ps. 37: 5 - Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.


HYMN CHOICES
Jesus, Lead Thou On - TLH #410
Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be - TLH 346
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1 - 24


Daniel obeyed God’s will rather than men.
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The Story


After the children of Israel had
been taken from their homeland to
live in Babylon, God caused King
Darius to chose 120 men to help him
rule the kingdom.  God also caused
one of these men to be a believer
from Israel named Daniel.


Daniel was wise and honest
and served the king faithfully.  The
king liked Daniel and planned to
place him above all the other rulers. 
Some of the other rulers were jealous
and angry with Daniel.  They tried to
find a way to make Daniel look bad
in the king’s eyes.  But they could
not find anything that would make
the king angry with Daniel.


The other rulers came up with a
plan to trick the king into being
angry with Daniel.  They came to the
king and asked him to make a new
law.  The other rulers knew that
Daniel believed in the true God and
prayed to Him every day.   So they
wanted the new law to say that if
anyone in the kingdom prayed to or
worshiped any god but the king in
the next thirty days, he would be
thrown into the lions’ den.  The king
agreed and made the new law.


When Daniel learned about the
new law, he went home, opened his
upstairs windows towards his old
home of Jerusalem, and got down
on his knees and prayed to the true
God three times each day, just as he
always had.  When the other rulers


who were jealous of Daniel found
him praying to the true God, they
went back to the king and told him
that Daniel had broken the new law.


The king was very upset
because he liked Daniel, and he
tried very hard to save Daniel from
being thrown to the lions.  But the
laws of the king could not be
changed.  The king had Daniel
brought to the lions’ den and he
said to Daniel, “May the God you
serve save you.”  Then Daniel was
thrown into the den and a large
stone was placed over the opening.


The king went home to his
palace, but he could not eat or
sleep because he was worried
about Daniel.  When morning came,
the king ran to the lions’ den and
called out to Daniel, “Daniel, was
your God, whom you serve, able to
save you from the lions?”  


Daniel answered the king, “My
God sent his angel to shut the
mouths of the lions and they have
not hurt me.  I have done nothing
wrong against you.”


The king was very happy to
hear that Daniel was alive and not
hurt.  He brought Daniel out of the
lions’ den and not a single scratch
was found on Daniel because he
trusted in God.  But the men who
had tricked the king were thrown
into the lions’ den and died.
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Activity One - Draw a line matching the sentence to the picture.


< Daniel prayed to
God like he had
always done.


< The king chose men
including Daniel to
help him rule
Babylon.


< God sent an angel
to protect Daniel
from the lions.


< Jealous rulers
tricked the king into
signing a law to
bow to the king.


We are to obey God rather than men.
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Activity Two - Answer these questions together.


1. Why did Daniel do well as a ruler for the king?


2. Why did Daniel keep praying to God even when he knew he would be
thrown into the lions’ den?


3. Why wasn’t Daniel hurt in the lions’ den?


4. Do you believe in the same God that Daniel did?


5. Do you have to be afraid of what other people will do to you if you tell
them about Jesus? Why not? 


Passages


Revelation 2:10 - Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.


Acts 5:29 -  We ought to obey God rather than men.


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
You are the God who blessed and protected Daniel, and You have


promised to bless and protect me too.  Help me to trust in You at all times and
not to be afraid.  Help me to pray to You in times of big or little troubles.  Thank
You for sending Jesus, Your Son, to save me. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel in Lions’ Den - Level 2      8/6/04


Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1 - 24


Daniel obeyed God rather than men.
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The Story


The children of Israel had been
taken from their homeland to live in
Babylon as captives. God caused
King Darius of Babylon to chose 120
men to help him rule the kingdom. 
One of these men chosen to rule was
a believer named Daniel.


Daniel was wise and honest
and served the king faithfully.  The
king liked Daniel and planned to
place him above all the other rulers. 
Some of the other rulers were jealous
and angry with Daniel.  They tried to
find a way to make Daniel look bad
in the king’s eyes.  But they could not
find anything that would make the
king angry with Daniel.


The other rulers came up with a
plan to trick the king into being angry
with Daniel.  They came to the king
and asked him to make a new law. 
The other rulers knew that Daniel
believed in the true God and prayed
to Him every day.   So they wanted
the new law to say that if anyone in
the kingdom prayed to or worshiped
any god but the king, he would be
thrown into the lions’ den.  The king
agreed and made the new law.


When Daniel learned about the
new law, it didn’t stop him. He went
home, opened his upstairs windows
toward his old home of Jerusalem,
got down on his knees and prayed
to the true God. He did this three
times each day, just as he had
always done.  When the other rulers
who were jealous of Daniel found


him praying to the true God, they
went back to the king and told him
that Daniel had broken the new law.


The king was very upset
because he liked Daniel. He tried
very hard to save Daniel from being
thrown to the lions.  Unfortunately,
the laws of the king could not be
changed.  The king had Daniel
brought to the lions’ den and he said
to Daniel, “May the God you serve
save you.”  Then Daniel was thrown
into the den and a large stone was
placed over the opening.


The king went home to his
palace, but he could not eat or
sleep because he was worried about
Daniel.  When morning came, the
king ran to the lions’ den and called
out to Daniel, “Daniel, was your God,
whom you serve, able to save you
from the lions?”  


Daniel answered the king, “My
God sent his angel to shut the
mouths of the lions and they have
not hurt me.  I have done nothing
wrong against you.”


The king was very happy to
hear that Daniel was alive and not
hurt.  He brought Daniel out of the
lions’ den and not a single scratch
was found on Daniel because he
trusted in God.  But the men who
had tricked the king were thrown
into the lions’ den and died.
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Activity One - Choose the correct word from the word box to fill in each blank.


1. God caused ________________ to be chosen as one of the rulers to help
the king.


2. Daniel was ___________________ and ______________ and served the king
faithfully.


3. The other rulers were _____________ and ______________ with Daniel
because he served the king well and was blessed by God.


4. The other rulers had the king make a new ______________ in order to get
Daniel in trouble with the king.


5. Daniel was thrown into the ________________   _______________ .


6. God ___________________ Daniel and he was not hurt.


Activity Two - Answer these questions as a group.


1. Why did Daniel do well as a ruler for the king?


2. Why did Daniel keep praying to God even when he knew he would be
thrown into the lions’ den if he did?


3. Why wasn’t Daniel hurt in the lions’ den?


4. Do you believe in the same God that Daniel did?


5. Do you have to be afraid of what other people will do to you if you tell
them about Jesus? Why not?


 


honest
lions’


law
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jealous
angry


Daniel
den


wise
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We are to obey God rather than men.


Passages


Revelation 2:10b - Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.


Acts 5:29 -  We ought to obey God rather than men.


Hymn - #TLH 428 v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all. Amen.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, 


You are the God who blessed and protected Daniel. You have promised
to bless and protect me, too.  Help me to trust in You at all times and not to be
afraid.  Help me to pray to You in times of big or little troubles.  Thank You for
sending Jesus, Your Son, to save me. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel in Lions’ Den - Level 3      8/17/04


Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1 - 24


Are you familiar with various
superstitions, like lucky rabbits feet, throwing
salt over one’s shoulder for good luck, finding
a four leaf clover?  When people believe in
these superstitions, what are they doing? 
What does the first commandment tell us
about trust? 


Today’s lesson is an example to us of an
individual who trusted in God even when his
life was in danger.


Prayer


God Himself is present: let us now adore Him 
And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple - all within keep silence, 
Prostrate lie with deepest rev’rence.
Him alone God we own, Him our God and Savior; 
Praise His name forever. Amen


The Story - Daniel 6


It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom
of Babylon one hundred and twenty satraps, to
be over the whole kingdom; {2} and over
these, three governors, of whom Daniel was
one, that the satraps might give account to
them, so that the king would suffer no loss. {3}
Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the
governors and satraps, because an excellent
spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to
setting him over the whole realm. {4} So the
governors and satraps sought to find some
charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom; but they could find no charge or
fault, because he was faithful; nor was there
any error or fault found in him. {5} Then these
men said, "We shall not find any charge against
this Daniel unless we find it against him


concerning the law of his God." 
{6} So these governors and satraps


thronged before the king, and said thus to him:
"King Darius, live forever! {7} "All the governors
of the kingdom, the administrators and satraps,
the counselors and advisors, have consulted
together to establish a royal statute and to
make a firm decree, that whoever petitions
any god or man for thirty days, except you, O
king, shall be cast into the den of lions. {8}
"Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the
writing, so that it cannot be changed,
according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which does not alter." {9} Therefore
King Darius signed the written decree. 


{10} Now when Daniel knew that the
writing was signed, he went home. And in his
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upper room, with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three
times that day, and prayed and gave thanks
before his God, as was his custom since early
days. {11} Then these men assembled and
found Daniel praying and making supplication
before his God. {12} And they went before the
king, and spoke concerning the king's decree:
"Have you not signed a decree that every man
who petitions any god or man within thirty
days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the
den of lions?"


The king answered and said, "The thing is
true, according to the law of the Medes and
Persians, which does not alter." 


{13} So they answered and said before
the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the
captives from Judah, does not show due
regard for you, O king, or for the decree that
you have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day." {14} And the king, when he heard
these words, was greatly displeased with
himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver
him; and he labored till the going down of the
sun to deliver him. 


{15} Then these men approached the
king, and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it
is the law of the Medes and Persians that no
decree or statute which the king establishes
may be changed." 


{16} So the king gave the command,
and they brought Daniel and cast him into the
den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to
Daniel, "Your God, whom you serve continually,
He will deliver you." 


{17} Then a stone was brought and laid
on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it
with his own signet ring and with the signets of
his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel
might not be changed. {18} Now the king went
to his palace and spent the night fasting; and
no musicians were brought before him. Also his
sleep went from him. 


{19} Then the king arose very early in the
morning and went in haste to the den of lions.
{20} And when he came to the den, he cried
out with a lamenting voice to Daniel. The king
spoke, saying to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the
living God, has your God, whom you serve
continually, been able to deliver you from the


lions?" 
{21} Then Daniel said to the king, "O king,


live forever! {22} "My God sent His angel and
shut the lions' mouths, so that they have not
hurt me, because I was found innocent before
Him; and also, O king, I have done no wrong
before you." 


{23} Then the king was exceedingly glad
for him, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no injury
whatever was found on him, because he
believed in his God. 


{24} And the king gave the command,
and they brought those men who had
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the
den of lions; them, their children, and their
wives; and the lions overpowered them, and
broke all their bones in pieces before they ever
came to the bottom of the den. 


{25} Then King Darius wrote: To all
peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in
all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 


{26} I make a decree that in every
dominion of my kingdom men must tremble
and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the
living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom
is the one which shall not be destroyed, And His
dominion shall endure to the end. {27} He
delivers and rescues, And He works signs and
wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has
delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 


{28} So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.


Outer Aim - Daniel obeyed God’s will
rather than men.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Choose a word from the word box to fill in each blank with
the correct answer. Then find the answers in the WORD SEARCH below.


1. ___________________   ___________________ was the ruler in _______________________.


2. He chose governors and ____________________ to help him rule.


3. _______________________ was one of them chosen and he was a Jew.


4. Jealous rulers tricked the king to sign a ___________________ ordering idol worship.


5. This did not stop Daniel. He still __________________________  __________________ times a
day as God had commanded.


6. Because of the law of the _____________________   __________    ____________________
the king could not change the law.


7. Daniel was thrown into the ____________________   ________________ .


8. God sent an ____________________ to keep him safe.


Inner Aim - We are to obey God rather than men.
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Your Turn - Answer the following questions together.


1. Why did Daniel do well as a governor under King Darius?  What gifts had God given to
Daniel to fulfill his duty to the king?


2. What sinful feelings grew in the hearts of the other rulers because of the way the king
treated Daniel?


3. What did these sinful feelings lead them to do?


4. How did Daniel show that he trusted in God above all things?


5. How did God show that He has all power to care for His children?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the following passage. Then write at least three
sentences explaining how this passage relates to our lesson about Daniel and our lives as
Christians today.  Then talk about times or possible situations in which we should disobey men
in order to obey God.


Acts 5:29 -  We ought to obey God rather than men.


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________
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Passages


Psalm 50:15)  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matthew 10:32-33 -  Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny


before My Father who is in heaven.


Hymn - TLH #428


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need. 


I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,  
You are the God who blessed and protected Daniel, and You have promised to bless


and protect me too.  Help me to trust in You above all things and not to be afraid of
anything that man can do to me.  Help me to pray to You at all times, because I know that
You have promised to hear me.  Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to forgive my sin. 


Amen. 







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Daniel in Lions’ Den - Level 4      10/29/02


Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1 - 24


Are you familiar with various superstitions,
like lucky rabbits feet, throwing salt over one’s
shoulder for good luck, finding a four leaf clover? 
When people believe in these superstitions, what
are they doing?  What does the first
commandment tell us about trust? 


Today’s lesson is an example to us of an
individual who trusted in God even when his life
was in danger.


Prayer


God Himself is present: let us now adore Him and with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple - all within keep silence, prostrate lie with deepest rev’rence.
Him alone God we own, Him our God and Savior; praise His name forever. Amen


The Story - Daniel 6


It pleased Darius to set over the


kingdom (of Babylon)one hundred and
twenty satraps, to be over the whole
kingdom; {2} and over these, three governors,
of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps
might give account to them, so that the king
would suffer no loss. {3} Then this Daniel
distinguished himself above the governors
and satraps, because an excellent spirit was
in him; and the king gave thought to setting
him over the whole realm. {4} So the
governors and satraps sought to find some
charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom; but they could find no charge or
fault, because he was faithful; nor was there
any error or fault found in him. {5} Then these
men said, "We shall not find any charge
against this Daniel unless we find it against him


concerning the law of his God." 
{6} So these governors and satraps


thronged before the king, and said thus to
him: "King Darius, live forever! {7} "All the
governors of the kingdom, the administrators
and satraps, the counselors and advisors,
have consulted together to establish a royal
statute and to make a firm decree, that
whoever petitions any god or man for thirty
days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the
den of lions. {8} "Now, O king, establish the
decree and sign the writing, so that it cannot
be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which does not alter." {9}
Therefore King Darius signed the written
decree. 


{10} Now when Daniel knew that the


writing was signed, he went home. And in his
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upper room, with his windows open toward
Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three
times that day, and prayed and gave thanks
before his God, as was his custom since early
days. {11} Then these men assembled and
found Daniel praying and making supplication
before his God. {12} And they went before the
king, and spoke concerning the king's
decree: "Have you not signed a decree that
every man who petitions any god or man
within thirty days, except you, O king, shall be
cast into the den of lions?"


The king answered and said, "The thing


is true, according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, which does not alter." 


{13} So they answered and said before
the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the
captives from Judah, does not show due
regard for you, O king, or for the decree that
you have signed, but makes his petition three
times a day." {14} And the king, when he
heard these words, was greatly displeased
with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to
deliver him; and he labored till the going


down of the sun to deliver him. 
{15} Then these men approached the


king, and said to the king, "Know, O king, that
it is the law of the Medes and Persians that no
decree or statute which the king establishes
may be changed." 


{16} So the king gave the command,
and they brought Daniel and cast him into the
den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to
Daniel, "Your God, whom you serve
continually, He will deliver you." 


{17} Then a stone was brought and laid


on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed
it with his own signet ring and with the signets
of his lords, that the purpose concerning
Daniel might not be changed. {18} Now the
king went to his palace and spent the night
fasting; and no musicians were brought
before him. Also his sleep went from him. 


{19} Then the king arose very early in


the morning and went in haste to the den of
lions. {20} And when he came to the den, he
cried out with a lamenting voice to Daniel.
The king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your God,
whom you serve continually, been able to
deliver you from the lions?" 


{21} Then Daniel said to the king, "O


king, live forever! {22} "My God sent His angel
and shut the lions' mouths, so that they have
not hurt me, because I was found innocent
before Him; and also, O king, I have done no
wrong before you." 


{23} Then the king was exceedingly glad


for him, and commanded that they should
take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no injury
whatever was found on him, because he
believed in his God. 


{24} And the king gave the command,


and they brought those men who had
accused Daniel, and they cast them into the
den of lions; them, their children, and their


wives; and the lions overpowered them, and
broke all their bones in pieces before they
ever came to the bottom of the den. 


{25} Then King Darius wrote: To all


peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in
all the earth: Peace be multiplied to you. 


{26} I make a decree that in every
dominion of my kingdom men must tremble
and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is
the living God, And steadfast forever; His
kingdom is the one which shall not be
destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to
the end. {27} He delivers and rescues, And He
works signs and wonders In heaven and on
earth, Who has delivered Daniel from the
power of the lions. 


{28} So this Daniel prospered in the reign
of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
reign of Cyrus the Persian.
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Outer Aim - Daniel obeyed God’s will rather than men.


What the Story Tells Us  - Fill in each blank with the correct answer. Then find the answers
in the WORD SEARCH below.


1. ___________________   ___________________ was the ruler in _______________________.


2. He chose governors and ____________________ to help him rule.


3. _______________________ was one of them chosen and he was a Jew.


4. Jealous rulers tricked the king to sign a ___________________ ordering idol worship.


5. This did not stop Daniel. He still __________________________  __________________ times a
day as God had commanded.


6. Because of the law of the _____________________   __________    ____________________ the
king could not change the law.


7. Daniel was thrown into the ____________________   ________________ .


8. God sent an ____________________ to keep him safe.


Inner Aim - We are to obey God rather than men.
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Your Turn - Answer the following questions together.


1. Why did Daniel do well as a governor under King Darius?  What gifts had God given to
Daniel to fulfill his duty to the king?


2. What sinful feelings grew in the hearts of the other rulers because of the way the king
treated Daniel?


3. What did these sinful feelings lead them to do?


4. How did Daniel show that he trusted in God above all things?


5. How did God show that He has all power to care for His children?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the following passage. Then write at least three
sentences explaining how this passage relates to our lesson about Daniel and our lives as
Christians today.  Then talk about times or possible situations in which we should disobey men
in order to obey God.


Acts 5:29 -  We ought to obey God rather than men.


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
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Passages


Psalm 50:15)  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matthew 10:32-33 -  Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny


before My Father who is in heaven.


Hymn - TLH #428


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need. 


I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,  
You are the God who blessed and protected Daniel, and You have promised to bless


and protect me too.  Help me to trust in You above all things and not to be afraid of
anything that man can do to me.  Help me to pray to You at all times, because I know that
you have promised to hear me.  Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to forgive my sin. 
Amen. 
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STORY
Daniel in the Lions’ Den - (Daniel 6)


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord, grant me grace to confess You wherever, however, and whenever you call for my confession.


VOCABULARY
Satrap - a prince, with little or no authority, who is serving an absolute ruler


OUTER AIM
To realize that one’s whole life is either a denial or a confession of our God.


INNER AIM
To remember always that your values are your confession.


BACKGROUND 
Daniel's term of service - Deported in 605 BC, some nineteen years before the third deportation in 586
BC.  He served through the passing of the kingdom from the Babylonian to the Medo/Persian kingdom. 
Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus, 1:21.  The point is that Daniel was a very old man when
the events of this chapter took place.


Daniel's Service: Darius established 120 satraps over this kingdom, then three governors over the satraps. 
Daniel was one of the three governors.  Because of his distinguished service Darius contemplated putting
him over the entire kingdom, 6:1-3.


Plot of the Satraps and Governors:  Jealousy motivated the satraps and governors, as in chapter 3:8ff--the
accusers of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The satraps and governors failed in their effort to find any
malfeasance in Daniel's administration of his
govermental responsibilities.  He was an honest civil servant.  The satraps and governors had observed one
factor in Daniel's life--his daily worship of his God.  Three times a day Daniel  knelt in prayer, facing
Jerusalem.  His worship was to be his undoing!  His political opponents prevailed upon the king to pass a
statute forbidding anyone from petitioning God or man for thirty days, except the king.  Disobedience
punishable by death in the lions' den.  Flattered and unthinking, Darius passed the irrevocable law, 6:4-9.


Obeying God comes before Obeying Man:  The political enemies of Daniel had their flunkies in Daniel's
household, who reported that Daniel continued his practice of praying in his upper room with the window
open facing Jerusalem.  Daniel made no effort to hide his prayer life.  Without any heroics Daniel disobeyed
the imperial statute because it ordered him to do what his God had forbidden him to do, 6:10.


Condemned, but delivered:  Daniel's political opponents brought charges against him which Darius had to
honor because Daniel had transgressed an irreovable law of the empire.  Darius made every effort to secure
the release of Daniel, but he was trapped by the foolished statute that he had signed into law.  Daniel was
lowered into the lions'  den to spend a secure night while Darius spent a sleepless night fasting.  Early the
next morning Darius went to the den and called. Daniel who responded, reporting that his God had sent His
angel to deliver him.  Daniel was delivered, his opponents thrown to their deaths in the lions' den, 6:11-23.


Darius honored the God of Daniel, 6:25-27, even as Nebuchadnezzar had, 3:28-29.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, teach me to confess You not only with my lips, but with my whole life!


PRESENTATION
. We ought to obey God rather than men, Acts 5:29.


. There is no time that is not the right time to confess your  faith.


. There is no peril from which our God can't save us.


APPLICATION
What are your plans for the future?
What part does the Lord play in your plans?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to


how they fit the lesson.


Matt. 10:32-33 - Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who
is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.


Rev. 2:10 - Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.


HYMN CHOICES
Take My Life and Let It Be - TLH #400
I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus - TLH #428
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6:1 - 24


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


After the children of Israel had been
taken from their homeland to live in Babylon,
God caused King Darius to chose 120 men to
help him rule the kingdom.  God also caused
one of these men to be a believer from Israel
named Daniel.


Daniel was wise and honest and served
the king faithfully.  The king liked Daniel and
planned to place him above all the other
rulers.  Some of the other rulers were jealous
and angry with Daniel.  They tried to find a way
to make Daniel look bad in the king’s eyes.  But
they could not find anything that would make
the king angry with Daniel.


The other rulers came up with a plan to
trick the king into being angry with Daniel. 
They came to the king and asked him to make
a new law.  The other rulers knew that Daniel
believed in the true God and prayed to Him
every day.   So they wanted the new law to say
that if anyone in the kingdom prayed to or
worshiped any god but the king in the next
thirty days, he would be thrown into the lions’
den.  The king agreed and made the new law.


When Daniel learned about the new
law, he went home, opened his upstairs
windows towards his old home of Jerusalem,
and got down on his knees and prayed to the
true God three times each day, just as he
always had.  When the other rulers who were
jealous of Daniel found him praying to the true
God, they went back to the king and told him
that Daniel had broken the new law.


The king was very upset because he
liked Daniel, and he tried very hard to save
Daniel from being thrown to the lions.  But the
laws of the king could not be changed.  The
king had Daniel brought to the lions’ den and


he said to Daniel, “May the God you serve
save you.”  Then Daniel was thrown into the
den and a large stone was placed over the
opening.


The king went home to his palace, but
he could not eat or sleep because he was
worried about Daniel.  When morning came,
the king ran to the lions’ den and called out to
Daniel, “Daniel, was your God, whom you
serve, able to save you from the lions?”  


Daniel answered the king, “My God sent
his angel to shut the mouths of the lions and
they have not hurt me.  I have done nothing
wrong against you.”


The king was very happy to hear that
Daniel was alive and not hurt.  He brought
Daniel out of the lions’ den and not a single
scratch was found on Daniel because he
trusted in God.  But the men who had tricked
the king were thrown into the lions’ den and
died.


Daniel obeyed God’s will rather than
men.


We are to obey God rather than
men.


Passage
Revelation 2:10 - Be faithful until death, and I


will give you the crown of life.
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Classroom Activity - Read the sentences to the children and have them draw a line
matching the sentence to the picture.


< Daniel prayed to
God like he had
always done.


< The king chose men
including Daniel to
help him rule
Babylon.


< God sent an angel
to protect Daniel
from the lions.


< Jealous rulers
tricked the king into
signing a law to
bow to the king.







Old Testament 3  Daniel in Lions’ Den  - Preschool


 


“F
or


 H
e 


sh
a


ll 
gi


ve
 H


is 
a


ng
el


s 
ch


a
rg


e 
ov


er
 y


ou
,  


to
 k


ee
p


 y
ou


 in
 a


ll 
yo


ur
 w


a
ys


.”
 P


sa
lm


 9
1 


11
 


C
ut


 sl
its


 


Join together. 


Join together. 


Classroom Art Activity - Stand-up Angel  - Color
and decorate the angel with glitter glue (optional), cut out angel oval. Cut
out passage base, cut 2 slits as shown and glue or tape sides to make a circle
base. Insert angel oval into slits.
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Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all. Amen.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, 


You are the God who blessed and
protected Daniel, and You have promised to
bless and protect me too.  Help me to trust in
You at all times and not to be afraid.  Help me
to pray to You in times of big or little troubles. 
Thank You for sending Jesus, Your Son, to save
me. Amen.


Daniel obeyed God’s will rather than men.
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Overthrow of Israel & King Hezekiah
2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32


The LORD made the sundial shadow move backwards and added 15
years to King Hezekiah’s life in answer to his prayer.
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The Story


King Hoshea of Israel did not
love God. He and his people
worshiped idols. Because of this sin,
the LORD sent Shalmaneser, the king
of Assyria, to come and take away
Hoshea and all the people in Israel
Shalmaneser took them into the land
of Assyria. From there, they never
returned to Israel.


Only one tribe of Israel, the tribe
of Judah, remained from all the 12
tribes of Israel. King Hezekiah was the
leader of Judah. He loved the LORD.
The Lord was with him. Hezekiah
destroyed the idols that were in his
country.


When Hezekiah’s enemies, the
Assyrians, tried to capture Judah,
King Hezekiah prayed to the LORD.
The LORD spoke to Isaiah, the
prophet, “Tell King Hezekiah that I
heard his prayer. The Assyrians and
their new king, Sennacherib, will not
defeat your people. You will be
safe.”


When Sennacherib and his
Assyrian army came to fight Judah,
the LORD sent an angel into their
camp and killed 185,000 of the


Assyrian soldiers.
Some years later, Hezekiah was


sick and near death. Isaiah, the
prophet, went to Hezekiah and said,
"The LORD says, 'Set your house in
order, for you shall die, and not live.'" 


Then Hezekiah prayed to the
LORD and cried in sadness. 


Isaiah again came to King
Hezekiah and said, “The LORD said,  'I
have heard your prayer, I have seen
your tears; I will heal you.' " 


Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is
the sign that the LORD will heal me?" 


Isaiah said, “Do you want the
LORD to make the shadow on the 
sundial move forward or
backward?” 


King Hezekiah said, “Have the
LORD move it backward.”


So it happened that the LORD
made the sun move backwards and
made the day ten hours longer! The
LORD added 15 more years to King
Hezekiah’s life.


After  Hezekiah died, his son,
Manasseh, became the new king of
Judah.


The LORD has promised to answer the prayers of all people who
believe in Him.
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Activity One - Start at the arrow and follow the path writing the letters on the blanks as
you go. What is the name of the king who prayed to the LORD? Write the name below.


King ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ prayed to the LORD.


Activity Two - Show how the LORD made the day longer by drawing the sun shining on
the sundial.
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Passages - Write the letters L-O-R-D in the boxes of the first passage.


 Psalms 37:5 - Commit your way to the 


trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


 


Hymn - TLH #326 v. 1, 4 


Lord, to Thee I make confession;
I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by Thee to see my errors,
Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.


Then on Him I cast my burden,
Sink it in the depths below.
Let me know Thy gracious pardon,
Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let Thy Spirit leave me never;
Make me only Thine forever. 


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to pray to


You and You will hear our prayer.
Please help us to love and serve You
all our lives. Thank You for sending
the Holy Spirit into our hearts to
make us love and trust in Jesus as
our Savior.  Amen.


Trace your hand. Keep your fingers together to look
like a praying hand.


1 Thessalonians 5:17 - Pray without
ceasing.
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Overthrow of Israel & King Hezekiah
2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32


The LORD made the sundial shadow move backwards and added 15
years to King Hezekiah’s life in answer to his prayer.
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The Story


After King Solomon, the twelve
tribes of God’s chosen people had many
kings. Ten of the tribes lived together as
the nation of Israel, and the other two
lived as the nation of Judah. The ten
tribes of Israel became wicked and
disobedient and forgot everything Moses
had taught them. Their last king, King
Hoshea, did not love God. He killed
God’s prophets, and his people
worshiped idols. Because of this sinful
d isobedience,  the LORD sent
Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, to remove
the king and all the people of Israel east
into the land of Assyria. From there they
were scattered through the country and
never again returned to their homeland.


Only Judah remained in Canaan,
the Promised Land. King Hezekiah was
the leader of Judah. The Bible says he
was a wonderful king.  He loved the Lord
God and kept His commandments. He
destroyed the idols that were in his
country. The believers were very happy
to have King Hezekiah, and the LORD
was with him. The city of Jerusalem was
full of songs and psalms of praise to
Jehovah.


When their enemies, the Assyrians,
tried to capture Judah, King Hezekiah
prayed to the LORD. The LORD spoke to
the great prophet, Isaiah. He said, “Tell
King Hezekiah that I heard his prayer. The


Assyrians and their new king Sennacherib
will not defeat your people. You will be
safe.”


When Sennacherib and his army
came to fight Judah, the LORD sent an
angel into the camp of the Assyrians and
killed 185,000 of the enemy soldiers.


Soon after this wonderful
deliverance, Hezekiah became very sick.
Isaiah the prophet went to him and said,
"The LORD says, 'Set your house in order,
for you shall die, and not live.’”


Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD
and cried in sadness.


Isaiah again came to King Hezekiah
and said, “The LORD said, ‘I have heard
your prayer, I have seen your tears; I will
heal you.’”


Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is the
sign that the LORD will heal me?’”


Then Isaiah said, “Do you want the
LORD to make the shadow on the sundial
move forward or backward?”


King Hezekiah said, “Have the LORD
move it backward.” So it happened that
the LORD made the sun move backwards
and made the day 10 hours longer. The
LORD added 15 more years to King
Hezekiah’s life.


After Hezekiah died, his son
Manasseh became the new king of
Judah.


The LORD has promised to answer the prayers of those who believe in
Him.







Old Testament 3  Overthrow of Israel & Hezekiah  - Level 2


Activity One - Circle the correct answer from the story and then find the circled words in
the WORD SEARCH.


1. King Hoshea and the kingdom of [Egypt, Israel, Babylon] worshiped idols and not
the true God.


2. King Shalmaneser of [Assyria, Rome, Judah] captured Israel and took them away
never to return. 


3. The kingdom of [Ephraim, Reuben, Judah] remained and was not captured.


4. King [Hezekiah, Shalmaneser, Saul] was a believer in the true God.


5. He [laughed, sang, prayed] to the LORD when he was in trouble.


6. The LORD sent the prophet [Jeremiah, Isaiah, Nathan] to the king.


7. The LORD made the shadow on the [tree, house, sundial] move backwards.


8. This showed the king he would not die but live 15 more [days, years, months].
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Activity Two - Draw the sun shining on the sundial showing how the LORD made the
day longer.


Hymn - TLH #326 v. 1, 4 


Lord, to Thee I make confession;
I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by Thee to see my errors,
Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.


Then on Him I cast my burden,
Sink it in the depths below.
Let me know Thy gracious pardon,
Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let Thy Spirit leave me never;
Make me only Thine forever. 
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Passages - Write the letters L-O-R-D in the boxes of the first passage.


 Psalms 37:5 - Commit your way to the 


trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


Copy the following passage onto the cross as a reminder to pray to the LORD.


1 Thessalonians 5:17 -
Pray without ceasing.


 


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to


pray to You and You will
hear our prayer. Please help
us to love and serve You all
our lives. Thank You for
sending the Holy Spirit into
our hearts to make us love
and trust in Jesus as our
Savior.  Amen.
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Overthrow of Israel & King Hezekiah
2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32


Do you know what the picture shows?
It is a sundial. These were used to tell time like a clock of today.


The shadow of the sun would move around like the hands of our
clock.


What would you think if our clock would run backwards for 10 hours?
That is what happened in the lesson of King Hezekiah.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Help me to listen and learn today’s lesson about prayer. Help me


to also learn how important it is to keep You, O Lord, as the only way of salvation. Be with our
teacher so that the lesson taught to us is Your true message. Hear our prayer. Amen.


The Story


While Ahaz was king of Judah, Hoshea
became king of Israel and he reigned nine
years. Hoshea did evil in the sight of the LORD,
but not as the kings of Israel who were before
him.


 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against him; and King Hoshea and all Israel
were under Shalmaneser and paid him tribute
money. But King Hoshea did not pay tribute
after awhile and he was bound and put into
prison. 


The king of Assyria, Shalmaneser, then
took Samaria and carried Israel away to
Assyria. For so it was that the children of Israel
had sinned against the LORD their God, who
had brought them up out of the land of Egypt,
from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt;
and they had worshiped other false gods and
made for themselves idols to serve which the
LORD had said to them, "You shall not do this
thing." They would not hear and they rejected
the LORD’s statutes and covenant that He had
made with their fathers. Therefore the LORD
was very angry with Israel, and removed them


from His sight; there was none left but the tribe
of Judah. 


So Israel was carried away from their
own land to Assyria and they never returned.
Then the king of Assyria brought people from
foreign countries and placed them in the cities
of Samaria instead of the children of Israel.
They took possession of Samaria and dwelt in
its cities. They did not fear the LORD either, and
the LORD sent lions among them, which killed
some of them. 


Then the king of Assyria commanded,
"Send there one of the priests whom you
brought from there. Let him go and live there
and teach them the rituals of the God of the
land."


Then one of the priests whom they had
carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in
Bethel, and taught them how they should fear
the LORD. They feared the LORD, yet served
their own gods; according to the rituals of the
nations from among whom they were carried
away. Also their children and their children's
children continued doing as their fathers did.
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During this time Hezekiah the son of
Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He was
twenty-five years old when he became king,
and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem. He did what was right in the sight of
the LORD, according to all that his father David
had done. He trusted in the LORD and
removed the false gods that were in Judah.
The LORD was with him and he prospered
wherever he went. 


King Hezekiah rebelled against the king
of Assyria and did not serve him even though
Shalmaneser king of Assyria captured Israel
and carried it away. 


After King Hezekiah had been king in
Judah 14 years a new king, Sennacherib,
became king of Assyria. Sennacherib came up
against all the fortified cities of Judah and
captured them. Now Hezekiah had to pay the
king of Assyria very much silver and gold. They
even stripped the gold from the doors of the
temple of the LORD, and from the pillars which
Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and
gave it to the king of Assyria. 


After awhile the king of Assyria sent a
great army against Jerusalem. King Hezekiah
heard it and he tore his clothes, covered
himself with sackcloth, and went into the house
of the LORD. Then he sent servants to Isaiah the
prophet. Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say
to your master, 'Thus says the LORD: "Do not be
afraid.  I will cause the king of Assyria to fall by
the sword in his own land."' " 


Then Hezekiah prayed before the LORD,
and said: "O LORD God of Israel, You are God,
You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.
You have made heaven and earth. Now
therefore, O LORD our God, I pray, save us
from Sennacherib’s  hand, that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that You are
the LORD God, You alone." 


Then Isaiah sent to Hezekiah, saying,
"Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'Because you
have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king
of Assyria, I have heard. Sennacherib shall not
come into this city. For I will defend this city, to
save it For My own sake and for My servant
David's sake.'" 


And it came to pass on a certain night
that the angel of the LORD went out, and killed


in the camp of the Assyrians 185,000 and when
people arose early in the morning, there were
the corpses; all dead. So Sennacherib king of
Assyria departed and went away, returned
home. Two of his sons later killed him and
another of his sons became king of Assyria.


In those days Hezekiah was sick and
near death. And Isaiah the prophet went to
him and said to him, "Thus says the LORD: 'Set
your house in order, for you shall die, and not
live.'" 


Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD,
saying, "Remember now, O LORD, I pray, how I
have walked before You in truth and with a
loyal heart, and have done what was good in
Your sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 


And it happened, before Isaiah had
gone out into the middle court, that the word
of the LORD came to him, saying, "Return and
tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, 'Thus
says the LORD, the God of David your father: "I
have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears;
surely I will heal you. On the third day you shall
go up to the house of the LORD. And I will add
to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and
this city from the hand of the king of Assyria;
and I will defend this city for My own sake, and
for the sake of My servant David."' " 


Then Isaiah said, "Take a lump of figs." So
they took and laid it on the boil, and he
recovered.


Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is the sign
that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go
up to the house of the LORD the third day?" 


Then Isaiah said, "This is the sign to you
from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing
which He has spoken: shall the shadow go
forward ten degrees or go backward ten
degrees?"


Hezekiah answered, "It is an easy thing
for the shadow to go down ten degrees; no,
but let the shadow go backward ten degrees." 


So Isaiah the prophet cried out to the
LORD, and He brought the shadow ten
degrees backward.


At that time Berodach-Baladan, king of
Babylon, sent letters and a present to
Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had
been sick. Hezekiah was attentive to them,
and showed them all the house of his treasures;
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the silver and gold, the spices and precious
ointment, and all his armory; all that was found
among his treasures. There was nothing in his
house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did
not show them. 


Then Isaiah the prophet went to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, "What did these
men say, and from where did they come to
you?" So Hezekiah said, "They came from a far
country, from Babylon." 


Isaiah  said, "What have they seen in
your house?" 


Hezekiah answered, "They have seen all
that is in my house; there is nothing among my
treasures that I have not shown them." 


Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the


 word of the LORD: 'Behold, the days are
coming when all that is in your house, and
what your fathers have accumulated until this
day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall
be left,' says the LORD. And they shall take
away some of your sons who will descend from
you, whom you will beget; and they shall be
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.'" 


So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word of
the LORD which you have spoken is good!"
Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah; all his
might, and how he made a pool and a tunnel
and brought water into the city; are written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah.  So Hezekiah died and  Manasseh his
son reigned in his place.


Outer Aim - The LORD made the sundial shadow move backwards and added
15 years to King Hezekiah’s life in answer to his prayer.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use the Bible to answer the following.


1. Judah could not have defeated the stronger Assyrians without the help of God. Look up
the following Bible references to see who else overcame mightier enemies with God’s
help.


Exodus 14:26-28 - __________________________


Joshua 6:20-21 - ____________________________


Judges 7 - ______________________________


1 Samuel 17 - ____________________________


1 Kings 18:16-40 - ____________________________


2. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
King Hezekiah proudly showed off all his wealth to the messengers from Babylon. Later
that led to Babylon taking all that treasure and capturing the land of Judah. Can you
think of a time when your pride made a problem for you? 
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What the Story Tells Us - Write the correct answer in the blank from the story and then
find the words in the WORD SEARCH.


1. King Hoshea and the kingdom of __________________ worshiped idols and not the
true God.


2. King Shalmaneser of __________________ captured Israel and took them away
never to return. 


3. The kingdom of ____________________ remained and was not captured.


4. King ___________________ of Judah was a believer in the true God.


5. He _________________ to the LORD when he was in trouble.


6. The LORD sent the prophet __________________ to the king.


7. The LORD made the shadow on the ________________________ move backwards.


8. This showed the king he would not die but live 15 more _______________.
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Inner Aim - The LORD has promised to answer the prayers of those who believe
in Him.


Passages


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


1 Thessalonians 4:7 -  For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.


Psalm 1:1-2 -  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he
meditates day and night.


Hymn - TLH #326 v. 1, 3, 4


Lord, to Thee I make confession;
I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by Thee to see my errors,
Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.


For Thy Son did suffer for me,
Gave Himself to rescue me,
Died to heal me and restore me,
Reconciled me unto Thee.
‘Tis alone His cross can vanquish
These dark fears and soothe this anguish.


Then on Him I cast my burden,
Sink it in the depths below.
Let me know Thy gracious pardon,
Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let Thy Spirit leave me never;
Make me only Thine forever. 


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to pray to You and You will hear our prayer. Please help us to love


and serve You all our lives. Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts to make us
love and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  Amen.
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Overthrow of Israel & King Hezekiah
2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32


Do you know what the picture shows?
It is a sundial. These were used to tell time like a clock of today.


The shadow of the sun would move around like the hands of
our clock.


What would you think if our clock would run backwards for 10
hours? That is what happened in the lesson of King
Hezekiah.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Help me to listen and learn today’s lesson about prayer. Help me to also learn how


important it is to keep You, O Lord, as the only way of salvation. Be with our teacher so that
the lesson taught to us is Your true message. Hear our prayer. Amen.


The Story


While Ahaz was king of Judah,
Hoshea became king of Israel and he
reigned nine years. Hoshea did evil in the
sight of the LORD, but not as the kings of
Israel who were before him.


 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came
up against him; and King Hoshea and all
Israel were under Shalmaneser and paid
him tribute money. But King Hoshea did not
pay tribute after awhile and he was bound
and put into prison. 


The king of Assyria, Shalmaneser then
took Samaria and carried Israel away to
Assyria. For so it was that the children of
Israel had sinned against the LORD their
God, who had brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, from under the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt; and they had
worshiped other false gods and made for


themselves idols to serve which the LORD
had said to them, "You shall not do this
thing." They would not hear and they
rejected the LORD’s statutes and covenant
that He had made with their fathers.
Therefore the LORD was very angry with
Israel, and removed them from His sight;
there was none left but the tribe of Judah. 


So Israel was carried away from their
own land to Assyria and they never
returned. Then the king of Assyria brought
people from foreign countries and placed
them in the cities of Samaria instead of the
children of Israel. They took possession of
Samaria and dwelt in its cities. They did not
fear the LORD either and the LORD sent
lions among them, which killed some of
them. 


Then the king of Assyria
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commanded, "Send there one of the
priests whom you brought from there. Let
him go and live there and teach them the
rituals of the God of the land."


Then one of the priests whom they
had carried away from Samaria came and
dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they
should fear the LORD. They feared the
LORD, yet served their own gods;
according to the rituals of the nations from
among whom they were carried away.
Also their children and their children's
children continued doing as their fathers
did.


During this time Hezekiah the son of
Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. He
was twenty-five years old when he
became king, and he reigned twenty-nine
years in Jerusalem. He did what was right in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that
his father David had done. He trusted in
the LORD and removed the false gods that
were in Judah. The LORD was with him and
he prospered wherever he went. 


King Hezekiah rebelled against the
king of Assyria and did not serve him even
though Shalmaneser king of Assyria
captured Israel and carried it away. 


After King Hezekiah had been king in
Judah 14 years a new king, Sennacherib,
became king of Assyria. Sennacherib
came up against all the fortified cities of
Judah and captured them. Now Hezekiah
had to pay the king of Assyria very much
silver and gold. They even stripped the
gold from the doors of the temple of the
LORD, and from the pillars which Hezekiah
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to
the king of Assyria. 


After awhile the king of Assyria sent a
great army against Jerusalem. King
Hezekiah heard it and he tore his clothes,
covered himself with sackcloth, and went
into the house of the LORD. Then he sent
servants to Isaiah the prophet. Isaiah said
to them, "Thus you shall say to your master,
'Thus says the LORD: "Do not be afraid.  I


will cause the king of Assyria to fall by the
sword in his own land."' " 


Then Hezekiah prayed before the
LORD, and said: "O LORD God of Israel,
You are God, You alone, of all the
kingdoms of the earth. You have made
heaven and earth. Now therefore, O LORD
our God, I pray, save us from
Sennacherib’s  hand, that all the kingdoms
of the earth may know that You are the
LORD God, You alone." 


Then Isaiah sent to Hezekiah, saying,
"Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'Because
you have prayed to Me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard.
Sennacherib shall not come into this city.
For I will defend this city, to save it For My
own sake and for My servant David's sake.'" 


And it came to pass on a certain
night that the angel of the LORD went out,
and killed in the camp of the Assyrians
185,000 and when people arose early in
the morning, there were the corpses; all
dead. So Sennacherib king of Assyria
departed and went away, returned home.
Two of his sons later killed him and another
of his sons became king of Assyria.


In those days Hezekiah was sick and
near death. And Isaiah the prophet went
to him and said to him, "Thus says the
LORD: 'Set your house in order, for you shall
die, and not live.'" 


Then Hezekiah prayed to the LORD,
saying, "Remember now, O LORD, I pray,
how I have walked before You in truth and
with a loyal heart, and have done what
was good in Your sight." And Hezekiah
wept bitterly. 


And it happened, before Isaiah had
gone out into the middle court, that the
word of the LORD came to him, saying,
"Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My
people, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of
David your father: "I have heard your
prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will
heal you. On the third day you shall go up
to the house of the LORD. And I will add to
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your days fifteen years. I will deliver you
and this city from the hand of the king of
Assyria; and I will defend this city for My
own sake, and for the sake of My servant
David."' " 


Then Isaiah said, "Take a lump of
figs." So they took and laid it on the boil,
and he recovered.


Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is the
sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I
shall go up to the house of the LORD the
third day?" 


Then Isaiah said, "This is the sign to
you from the LORD, that the LORD will do
the thing which He has spoken: shall the
shadow go forward ten degrees or go
backward ten degrees?"


Hezekiah answered, "It is an easy
thing for the shadow to go down ten
degrees; no, but let the shadow go
backward ten degrees." 


So Isaiah the prophet cried out to
the LORD, and He brought the shadow ten
degrees backward.


At that time Berodach-Baladan, king
of Babylon, sent letters and a present to
Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had
been sick. Hezekiah was attentive to them,
and showed them all the house of his
treasures; the silver and gold, the spices
and precious ointment, and all his armory;
all that was found among his treasures.


There was nothing in his house or in all his
dominion that Hezekiah did not show
them. 


Then Isaiah the prophet went to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, "What did these
men say, and from where did they come
to you?" So Hezekiah said, "They came
from a far country, from Babylon." 


Isaiah  said, "What have they seen in
your house?" 


Hezekiah answered, "They have seen
all that is in my house; there is nothing
among my treasures that I have not shown
them." 


Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear
the word of the LORD: 'Behold, the days
are coming when all that is in your house,
and what your fathers have accumulated
until this day, shall be carried to Babylon;
nothing shall be left,' says the LORD. And
they shall take away some of your sons
who will descend from you, whom you will
beget; and they shall be eunuchs in the
palace of the king of Babylon.'" 


So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "The word
of the LORD which you have spoken is
good!" Now the rest of the acts of
Hezekiah; all his might, and how he made
a pool and a tunnel and brought water
into the city; are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah.  So
Hezekiah died and  Manasseh his son
reigned in his place.


Outer Aim - The LORD made the sundial shadow move backwards and added
15 years to King Hezekiah’s life in answer to his prayer.


What the Story Tells Us - Write the correct answer in the blank from the story and then find
the words in the WORD SEARCH.


1. King Hoshea and the kingdom of __________________ worshiped idols and not the
true God.


2. King Shalmaneser of __________________ captured Israel and took them away
never to return. 
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3. The kingdom of ____________________ remained and was not captured.


4. King ___________________ of Judah was a believer in the true God.


5. He _________________ to the LORD when he was in trouble.


6. The LORD sent the prophet __________________ to the king.


7. The LORD made the shadow on the ________________________ move backwards.


8. This showed the king he would not die but live 15 more _______________.
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Inner Aim - The LORD has promised to answer the prayers of those who believe
in Him.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use the Bible to answer the following.


1. Judah could not have defeated the stronger Assyrians without the help of God. Look up
the following Bible references to see who else overcame mightier enemies with God’s
help.


Exodus 14:26-28 - __________________________


Joshua 6:20-21 - ____________________________


Judges 7 - ______________________________


1 Samuel 17 - ____________________________


1 Kings 18:16-40 - ____________________________


2. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”
King Hezekiah proudly showed off all his wealth to the messengers from Babylon. Later
that led to Babylon taking all that treasure and capturing the land of Judah. Can you
think of a time when your pride made a problem for you?


3. 1 John 5:21 says, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” We are to be reminded
that things in our life can become idols, which are more important that God. Share
some ideas with the class of things that may become too important in your life.


Passages


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


1 Thessalonians 4:7 -  For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.


Psalm 1:1-2 -  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in
the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the LORD,


and in His law he meditates day and night.
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Hymn - TLH #326


Lord, to Thee I make confession;
I have sinned and gone astray,
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Led by Thee to see my errors,
Lord, I tremble at Thy terrors.


Yet, though conscience’ voice appall me,
Father, I will seek Thy face;
Tho’ Thy child I dare not call me,
Yet receive me to Thy grace.
Do not for my sins forsake me;
Do not let Thy wrath o’ertake me.


For Thy Son did suffer for me,
Gave Himself to rescue me,
Died to heal me and restore me,
Reconciled me unto Thee.
‘Tis alone His cross can vanquish
These dark fears and soothe this anguish.


Then on Him I cast my burden,
Sink it in the depths below.
Let me know Thy gracious pardon,
Wash me, make me white as snow.
Let Thy Spirit leave me never;
Make me only Thine forever. 


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have told us to pray to You and You will hear our prayer. Please help us to love


and serve You all our lives. Keep us faithful to Your Word so that nothing in our life becomes
an idol and more important than You.  Thank You for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts to
make us love and trust in Jesus as our Savior.  Amen.
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STORY
The Overthrow of Israel. King Hezekiah - 2 Kings 17-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, since by nature I am prone to idolatry, cleanse my heart and rule there. I make gods of
my own wants and pleasures, and I trust in many things beside You. Forgive me for Jesus' sake. Now I ask
for Your help in explaining the dangers of idolatry to these children.  Please give me the knowledge to teach
the truths of this lesson, and the strength to lead by example.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Hoshea - The last king of Northern Israel. He was placed on the throne by the Assyrian Tiglath-pileser, but
later rebelled against him and was imprisoned. Scripture and history are silent as to his final fate.


Samaritans - A race of mixed Gentile and Jewish blood, formed when the remaining Jews (from both
Israel and Judah) intermarried with the pagan peoples imported by Assyria to replace the exiled Jews. The
ethnically pure Jews of Judah despised the Samaritans both for their mixed ancestry and for their worship of
pagan idols.


Haran and Gozan - Cities located in the north of the Assyrian Empire. It was to these cities that the
Israelites were relocated. (See the 6th note under Chapter 17 below for the irony here.)


Babylon, Cuthan, Ava, Hamath, & Sepharvaim - Assyrian cities located in the southeastern part of
the Empire. It was from these cities that colonists were sent to inhabit northern Israel after the fall of
Samaria.


Nehustan- The name given to the bronze serpent constructed at God's command by Moses in the
wilderness. The name literally means: Bronze Thing.  The people came to regard it as an idol and burned
incense to it. When it was destroyed by Hezekiah it was some 650 years old.


Shalmaneser - A family name of five Assyrian kings. The name literally means: "the god Shulman is
ruler." An excavated Assyrian obelisk depicts King Jehu of Israel paying tribute to Shalmaneser III.  It
was Shalmaneser V that laid siege to Samaria in this account. The siege of Samaria lasted three years.
Since Shalmaneser V died sometime in 722 BC (the last year of the siege) it is not known whether he or his
successor (Sargon) actually banished what was left of Israel. Sargon claimed credit in his inscriptions.


Tartan, Rabsaris, & Rabshakeh - These are not the names of men but titles referring to military rank in
the Assyrian army. Literally tartan meant "second in command," rabsaris meant "first eunuch," and
rabshakeh meant "chief officer."


Nishroch - An idol worshipped by Shalmaneser V, believed to have a human body with the head and
wings of an eagle.


Ararat - The name given to the area between the Caucasus Mountains and the Tigris River (modern
day Armenia). The area is located north of the old Assyrian Empire and east of modern day Turkey.
Though we know that Noah's ark came to rest on Mount Ararat, its exact location is not known.
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Manasseh - During the first part of his reign Manasseh was arguably one of the most wicked kings ever to
sit on the throne in either Judah or Israel. He was actually worse than the pagans the Lord drove out of the land
before him. Since he came to the throne when he was only 12 years old, certainly his advisors (and perhaps
also his mother Hephzibah) shared the blame for his return to such open and abominable idolatry. However, 2
Chronicles 33 tells of Manasseh's repentance and return to the Lord. He reigned for 55 years in Judah.


OUTER AIM
Israel is destroyed by Assyria.  Because of her idolatry; Judah is spared under King Hezekiah; and King
Hezekiah's life is lengthened as an answer to his faithful service and prayer.


INNER AIM
Israel was destroyed because she refused God's blessing and protection and turned instead to idols. Judah
under King Hezekiah trusted in the Lord and was protected and blessed. (See also the notes under
Presentation below.)


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Volume 1, pages 379-389) 
The time of grace for the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel is at an end. God raised up the Assyrians to carry them
into exile, from which they never returned. 


The key to understanding these four chapters is to recognize the same military threat that faced both nations.
Israel fell, not because it was militarily weaker than Judah but because it was spiritually bankrupt. Their kings
and their people had turned away from the one true God and had adopted the idols of the people they had
driven out. Judah was spared because she and her king looked to the Lord for their deliverance. Later, when
Judah also turned away, the Lord delivered them over to the Babylonians, preserving only a remnant for the
sake of His promise.


Chapter 17
Hoshea was just another in a long line of evil kings in Israel. Though his evil was "not as the kings of Israel who
were before him," he nonetheless "did evil in the sight of the Lord." Some Bible-era historians believe that
Hoshea was ransomed from his first Assyrian imprisonment and then led a second rebellion against Assyria,
which resulted in the destruction of Samaria and the permanent exile of Israel.


Although Assyria destroyed Samaria in 722 BC and carried many Jews off into exile, a fair number of Jews
remained in the area. Hezekiah reached out to these remaining Jews, imploring them to return to the God of
their fathers, but his words were met for the most part with ridicule (2 Chronicles 30:1-11). Some, however,
returned to the Lord, and were gladly accepted back into the fold in Judah. The final deportation in the North
was carried out by Esarhaddon in 670 BC. This final annihilation was foretold in Isaiah 7:8.


Israel was destroyed for her idolatry. Her sin of turning away from the Lord was compounded by her refusal to
hear the many prophets God sent to call Israel to repentance. They failed to learn the lesson taught to Jonah in
the belly of the great fish: "Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own Mercy."


2 Kings 17:18 tells us, "Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight;
there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone." Though individual Jews remained in Samaria after the
deportation, Israel as a nation ceased to exist.
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Jeroboam was the first king of Israel after Solomon's kingdom was divided. "The sins of Jeroboam" refers to
the many evil practices initiated by Jeroboam, including the building of the golden calves in Bethel and Dan, the
erection of the high places, alternate feasts not prescribed by God, and the establishment of a priesthood
outside the tribe of Levi.


Assyria resettled the area with pagans who carried with them their foreign gods. It is the height of irony that the
new inhabitants of Israel come from the same area as the original patriarch Abraham (a native of Ur); and that
the apostate Israelites were exiled in part to the hometown of the matriarch from whom they all sprang -
Rebekah, the wife of Isaac, who was a native of Haran.


Although an increase in predators and other wild animals was common in the areas where great battles were
fought (due to an abundance of carrion and a decreased human population), the lions in Samaria were sent by
God for a purpose. Although the people brought to Samaria continued to worship their pagan gods, they at the
very least had to be taught to fear the Lord. This God accomplished this by sending the lions.


The people who resettled Samaria superstitiously believed that the observance of certain local customs or
rituals would appease the local God. Thus they "feared" the Lord, but did not worship Him or serve Him. 


Chapter 18
Note the roller coaster of sin and righteousness on the part of the kings in Judah. Jotham was a righteous king
who was the father of Ahaz.  Ahaz was an evil king and the father of the righteous king Hezekiah.  Hezekiah
was a righteous king and the father of Manasseh, an evil king. Manasseh later repented and returned to the
Lord.  After returning to the Lord, Manasseh was succeeded by his son Amon, an evil king. Amon was
succeeded by his son, Josiah, a righteous king. Righteous Josiah was succeeded by Jehoahaz, an evil king.


The Bible tells us that Hezekiah was without equal among the kings of Israel and Judah. Some wonder if this
statement includes David and Solomon. The statement in 18:6 that Hezekiah "held fast to the LORD; he did not
depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the LORD had commanded Moses" seems to
indicate that Hezekiah was the greatest of all kings. David committed adultery and murder in connection with
Bathsheba, and Solomon turned to other gods in his later years.


We have an insight in 2 Chronicles 30 as to Hezekiah's mission spirit. He reached out to the fallen Jews to the
north and invited them to return to their true God.


Roughly halfway through Hezekiah's 29-year reign Judah is attacked by Assyria. When the fortified town of
Lachish falls, Hezekiah strips the treasury and the temple for tribute in an effort to appease Sennacherib, the
Assyrian king. Having received the tribute, Sennacherib advances on Jerusalem anyway.


Unlike Israel to the north, Judah turned to the Lord when danger threatened. Though they armed themselves,
Hezekiah warned them to trust not in weapons but in the Lord (2 Chronicles 32:5-9).


The three military officials sent by Sennacherib to Jerusalem make the fatal mistake of blaspheming the God of
Judah. 
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Chapter 19
Great faith was required on the part of the king and people of Judah. Assyria had crushed all who dared to
stand in her way. They had carried northern Israel into exile. They were capable of sustaining sieges for years.
According to human reckoning, Jerusalem's cause was all but lost. Yet the Lord demonstrated His power in
rescuing those who put their trust in Him alone.


Note how Hezekiah literally takes his case to the Lord and lays it out before Him. The Lord did not need to
have the letter of Sennacherib brought to His temple for Him to know what it said, but doing so demonstrates
Hezekiah's complete reliance on the Lord. This is the kind of trust the Lord wants to see in His people.


The great prophet Isaiah was a contemporary of Hezekiah. In his prophesy from the Lord he mentions a "hook
in your nose and… bridle in your lips." The barbaric Assyrian kings were in the habit of piercing the nose
and/or lips of conquered kings, inserting rings, and leading them about by ropes fastened to the rings. In
picturesque language, the Lord was letting the Assyrians know exactly who was in charge and who possessed
the ultimate power and authority. The one true God detests sinful pride, arrogance, and blasphemy. 


The Word of the Lord through Isaiah was, of course, fulfilled. Though some have tried to reduce the miraculous
slaughter of the Assyrians to an outbreak of bubonic plague (or the like), we have no reason to doubt the text's
clear words that an angel (or Angel) of the Lord personally killed 185,000 men, and did so in a single night.
The number 185,000 is in perfect harmony with the historical record of the typical size of an Assyrian army
during this period.


Although Sennacherib was spared by the angel of the Lord, he returned to Nineveh in shame and defeat and
was soon murdered by his own sons as he worshipped his pagan god, Nisroch.


Chapter 20
The fact that the Lord heard and granted Hezekiah's prayer is evidence of the condition of Hezekiah's heart


when he offered it. The Lord is not fickle when it comes to carrying out His will. He consistently desires to
bless His servants with that which is best for their salvation. 


Note the blessing and the curse Hezekiah received in being told that he would live another fifteen years. Death
comes to all men, but knowing beforehand could well have been a terrible burden. Also of interest is the fact
that his son and heir, Manasseh, (who led Judah back into grievous idolatry) was born three years after
Hezekiah was healed.


God healed Hezekiah, but just as Jesus later used the visible remedy of mud made with his own saliva to cure a
blind man, here the remedy of a fig poultice is used.


Ahaz refused a sign from God and was condemned for it (Isaiah 7:11-12). Hezekiah does not make the same
mistake. Exactly how the Lord made the shadow on the sundial retreat ten degrees is not known.


Hezekiah's life is lengthened, but the stage is set for the fall of Judah when the king shows the envoys from
Babylon all the treasures in the royal city.  We are told in 2 Chronicles 32:31 that God brought the Babylonian
diplomats as a test for Hezekiah - "that He might know all that was in his heart." Apparently Hezekiah gave in
to the sin of pride when he paraded the treasures of Judah to impress the Babylonians. As prophesied by
Isaiah, Babylon returned and plundered Judah in 597 BC.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I have seen in Your Word the price that must be paid for idolatry and rebellion. Help me to
remember that there are idols all around us, even today. Help me to remember that an idol is not only wood or
stone, but whatever I fear, love, or trust above You. Keep me from that which hurts me, and give me the
strength to love you with all my heart, soul, and mind. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This account is obviously too long to read in class and should be assigned reading for the students (preferably
before the class). In presenting the lesson, note that Chapter 17 deals with Israel's fall and the reasons for that
fall - idolatry. Chapters 18 and 19 stand in contrast, for there we read that the same Assyrian military threat that
destroyed Israel was turned away from Judah because of faithful obedience to the Lord on the part of Judah
under King Hezekiah. Chapter 20 deals with Hezekiah's sickness and recovery, again emphasizing that the
Lord is ready and willing to bless us when we turn to Him in time of need rather than to idols. 


APPLICATION
1. Militarily Israel was probably stronger than Judah, yet Judah survived the Assyrian invasions. Try to solicit


from the students the reason why Judah survived and Israel did not (God was with them). Next, ask them
for other examples where God's people won against impossible odds because God fought for them (David
and Goliath, King David against Saul, Elijah against the prophets of Baal, Elijah and the bands of fifty
soldiers, Gideon, etc.)


2. Have the children list some of the idols common today (money, pleasure, boats, cars, cabins, celebrities,
sports heroes, etc.)


3. Imagine how difficult it was to be a God-fearing prophet of God in Israel during these times. Lead the
students to recognize how God might call upon them to make some difficult witnesses or confessions. Out of
love for our Lord Jesus we should never keep silent when we have a chance to tell others what we believe.


4. As the Lord sent lions to get the attention of the new inhabitants of Samaria, so the Lord may allow some hard things to come into our lives. Have the students give
examples. What should be our reaction when God allows hardships to occur?


5.  The unbelievers in Samaria "feared" the Lord but did not believe in Him nor serve Him. What do we mean
when we say we should "fear God above all things"? (Love and respect Him.)


6. Though his father was evil, Hezekiah recognized that the shrines to the pagan idols in Judah were evil and
destroyed them. Demonstrate to the children with examples how each new generation needs to carefully
examine even those customs they take for granted, contrasting them to God's Word to see if they are God
pleasing. For example, dressing up like a devil on Halloween is not something the Christian will want to do
since it glorifies and trivializes evil.


7. Point out to the students the confidence and the comfort that we can have in our hearts when we lay our
needs before the Lord in prayer. He will answer in the way He knows to be best.


8. Proverbs 16:18 says, "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall." Ask the students how
and when this passage applied to King Hezekiah? (When he pridefully displayed all of his wealth to the
Babylonian diplomats.) Ask for examples of how this saying applies to us spiritually even today.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Genesis 39:9 - How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


1 John 5:21 - Little children, keep yourselves from idols.


Middle
1 Thessalonians 4:7-8a - For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness. Therefore he who rejects this
does not reject man, but God.


Jonah 2:8-9 - Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own Mercy. But I will sacrifice to You with the
voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD."


2 Peter 3:5 - For this they willfully forget that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of water and in the water.


Upper
Psalm 1:1 - Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of the scornful.


Romans 12:2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


Galatians 2:20 - "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.


HYMN CHOICES
Lord, to Thee I Make Confession - TLH #326
The Man Is Ever Blest - TLH #414
Abide with Me! Fast Falls the Eventide - TLH #552:5-8
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