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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Naaman & Elisha - Level 1     9/8/02


Naaman and Elisha
2 Kings 5


Why is this man in the river? Is he dirty? Listen to today’s story to find out.
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The Story


Naaman was a great leader of the
army in Syria. He had a bad disease called
leprosy.


One day his wife’s servant girl said,
“Naaman should go to see God’s servant
in Israel. He would be able to heal him of his
leprosy!”


This servant of God was named
Elisha. He was a prophet.


Naaman’s king thought it was a
good idea. He wrote a letter to the king of
Israel asking that Naaman might be
healed. The king of Israel was worried
because he didn’t know how to heal
anyone. 


Elisha said, “Let him come to me,
and he shall know that there is a prophet
in Israel.”


Naaman rode in his chariot pulled by
his horses. His servants went along with him.
He came to Elisha’s house but Elisha didn’t
come out to meet him. Instead he sent a
messenger who told Naaman, “My master
said you should go wash in the Jordan
River seven times. Then you will be healed.”


When Naaman heard this he was
very angry. He had expected Elisha to
come out of his house and heal him in
person. Then Naaman said, “I could have
washed in the rivers of my own country
and become clean!” 


He went away angry. Naaman’s
servants tried to talk to him. They said, “If
the prophet had told you to do something
very hard, wouldn’t you have done it? So
now, just try following his simple directions.”


Naaman did it. He went to the
Jordan River and dipped himself seven
times in the water. When he came out, his
skin was healed and back to normal. The
disease was gone! He went back to Elisha
to thank him and give him some gifts. But
Elisha would not take the gifts.


As Naaman was leaving to go back
to his country, Syria, Elisha’s servant,
Gehazi, ran after him. Gehazi had a
wicked plan to get money from Naaman.
He made up a lie and told Naaman that
his master had sent him to ask for money
and clothing for some young men who
needed it. Of course Naaman gladly gave
it to him. Gehazi ordered his servants to
carry the clothes and money back to
Gehazi’s tent so Elisha wouldn’t see it.


Later Elisha asked Gehazi, “Where
did you go?”


Gehazi lied, “I didn’t go anywhere.”
Elisha knew the truth. He cursed


Gehazi and gave him the disease of
leprosy.


The Lord, through Elisha healed Naaman of his leprosy.
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Activity One - Color the happy or sad face to show how Naaman felt.


1. Naaman had a disease called leprosy.


2. The servant girl told about a prophet who could
heal Naaman.


3. Elisha didn’t come out to meet Naaman to heal
him in person.


4. Through Elisha, God healed Naaman.


God, through Jesus Christ, has taken away our sins.


Passages


Psalms 119:105 -  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Hymn - TLH #297 v. 1


The Gospel shows the Father’s grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That man might thus be justified.
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Activity Two - Help Naaman find his way back to Syria.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, sometimes we don’t believe in Your Word like we should. Sometimes we are like
Naaman who didn’t know that the simplest thing to do was just trust in Your Word. Please
give us a stronger faith. Help us always to follow You until we see You at last in heaven.
Amen.
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Naaman and Elisha
2 Kings 5


What is this man doing? Let’s read and find out from our story how he followed
some very simple directions to solve his big problem.
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The Story


There was a man named Naaman who
was a commander of the army in the country
of Syria. He was a great leader, but he had a
terrible disease called leprosy.


Naaman’s wife had a young servant
girl who heard about Naaman’s disease. She
had been taken a prisoner from Israel. The girl
told her mistress, “If only my master were with
the prophet who is in Samaria! For he would
heal him of his leprosy.” The prophet’s name
was Elisha.


Naaman went to the king of Syria and
told him what the little girl had said. The king
sent a letter to the king of Israel, along with
many gifts, asking him to heal Naaman’s
leprosy. The king of Israel was upset because
he knew he couldn’t heal anyone. When
Elisha the prophet found out, he told the king
to send Naaman to him.


Naaman went with his horses and
chariot and stood at the door of Elisha’s
house. Elisha sent a messenger to Naaman
saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan River
seven times and you will be healed.” 


When Naaman heard this, he was very
angry. He expected Elisha to come outside
and heal him. He also said, “Aren’t the rivers
in my country better than all the waters of
Israel? I could have washed in them and
become clean.” Then he went away in a
rage.


Naaman’s servants went after him and
asked, “If the prophet had told you to do
something very difficult, wouldn’t you have
done it? Then why not try doing this very
simple thing?


So Naaman went down and dipped


seven times in the Jordan River as Elisha had
told him. His skin looked clean and the
disease was gone. Naaman went back to
Elisha and said, “Indeed, now I know that
there is no God in all the earth, except in
Israel; now please accept a gift.”


But Elisha would not accept a gift.
Naaman asked for some soil to take with
him, perhaps to show that nothing in his own
country was as good as Israel’s, not even the
soil. Naaman also asked Elisha to pardon
him whenever he needed to assist his master
in the temples of false gods. As a new
believer in the true God, Naaman did not
want to have it on his conscience.


Elisha said, “Go in peace.”
After Naaman had gone a short


distance, Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, thought
up a wicked plan. He knew that Elisha had
refused the gifts, so in his greed, he wanted
to get them. Gehazi ran after Naaman and
told a lie. He said that his master had sent
him because two young men of the sons of
the prophets needed money and clothing.
Naaman gladly gave Gehazi the things,
even more than he had asked. Gehazi
made his servants carry the goods to his
house, then he sent them away.


When Gehazi went before his master,
Elisha asked, “Where did you go, Gehazi?”


Once again Gehazi lied saying, “Your
servant did not go anywhere.”


But Elisha knew the truth. Because of
Gehazi’s greed and lies, Elisha cursed him
and his descendants with leprosy. Gehazi
left with skin as white as snow.


The Lord through Elisha healed Naaman of his leprosy.
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Activity One - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE using the words in the Word Box.


ACROSS
2.  The terrible disease that


Naaman had.


5.  The river in which
Naaman was to
wash.


7.  The number of times
Naaman had to
wash.


8.   The prophet of God.


DOWN


1.  The country the servant
girl was from.


3.  The country Naaman
was from.


4.  The man with leprosy.


6.  The man who was
greedy.


Activity Two - Answer the following questions.


1. What was Naaman’s big problem?


2. What was the “simple” way to cure it? 


3. After Naaman heard about the cure, he was very angry.  Why?


   SEVEN      NAAMAN      ISRAEL      ELISHA      JORDAN      GEHAZI      SYRIA     LEPROSY


1 


2 3


4


5


6


7


8
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4. Who supplied the real cure for Naaman’s problem?


5. What did Gehazi want?


6. What were the two lies Gehazi told?


a.


b.


7. What happened to Gehazi because of his greed and lies?


God, through Jesus Christ, has taken away our sins.


Passages


Psalms 119:105 -  Your word is a lamp to my
feet And a light to my path.


1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanses us from all sin.


John 3:16 -  For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish


but have everlasting life.


Hymn - TLH #297 v. 1, 2


The Gospel shows the Father’s grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That man might thus be justified.


It sets the Lamb before our eyes,
Who made the atoning sacrifice,
And calls the souls with guilt opprest
To come and find eternal rest.


Prayer
Dear Savior Jesus Christ,
 We thank You for allowing us to be here today to learn about Your precious Word.  Teach us
to cherish this Word and never to despise it because it is “too simple”! Make us brave to
speak up and tell others about our faith as the little servant girl did.  We ask this in Your saving
name.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Naaman & Elisha - Level 3     8/17/04


Naaman and Elisha
2 Kings 5


Which map would be more easily read to
give an idea of the land of Israel?
Sometimes the simplest solution is the best
solution.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, You have given us the
blessing of Your Word. Help us to listen and
concentrate today on its message as we
learn more about trusting in Your power.
Amen.


The Story - summaries and excerpts


At the time of Elisha the prophet in
Israel, there was a great commander of the
Syrian army named Naaman.  He was a mighty
man of valor, but was also a leper.  


After one of the raids, a young Israelite
girl was taken captive as a slave, which was a
common practice. This young girl,
handmaiden to Naaman’s wife, suggested
that he go to see Elisha, who she believed
would heal him of his leprosy.  


The king of Syria (Ben-Hadad II) wrote a
letter to Jehoram, the king of Israel, asking for
the act of healing for Naaman.  Jehoram tore
his clothes in frustration, apparently thinking it
was up to him to do the healing; the prophet
Elisha heard about this and told him to send
Naaman to him.


The story continues:
{9} Then Naaman went with his horses


and chariot, and he stood at the door of
Elisha's house. {10} And Elisha sent a messenger
to him, saying, "Go and wash in the Jordan
seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to
you, and you shall be clean." 


{11} But Naaman became furious, and
went away and said, "Indeed, I said to myself,
'He will surely come out to me, and stand and
call on the name of the LORD his God, and
wave his hand over the place, and heal the
leprosy.' {12} "Are not the Abanah and the
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all
the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them
and be clean?" So he turned and went away
in a rage. 


{13} And his servants came near and
spoke to him, and said, "My father, if the
prophet had told you to do something great,
would you not have done it? How much more
then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be
clean'?" 


{14} So he went down and dipped
seven times in the Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God; and his flesh was
restored like the flesh of a little child, and he
was clean. {15} And he returned to the man of
God, he and all his aides, and came and
stood before him; and he said, "Indeed, now I
know that there is no God in all the earth,
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except in Israel; now therefore, please take a
gift from your servant." 


{16} But he said, "As the LORD lives,
before whom I stand, I will receive nothing."
And he urged him to take it, but he refused. 


{17} So Naaman said, "Then, if not,
please let your servant be given two
mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no
longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to
other gods, but to the LORD. {18} "Yet in this
thing may the LORD pardon your servant:
when my master goes into the temple of
Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on my
hand, and I bow down in the temple of
Rimmon; when I bow down in the temple of
Rimmon, may the LORD please pardon your
servant in this thing." 


{19} Then he said to him, "Go in peace."
So he departed from him a short distance. 


The servant of Elisha was named


Gehazi.  After Naaman refused a gift in return
for healing him of the leprosy, Gehazi had an
idea.  He ran after Naaman and told a lie,
saying that Elisha had sent him because two
young men were in need of money and
clothing.  


Naaman gladly gave him more than he
asked for: two talents of silver and two
changes of garments.  Gehazi gave these
things to his servants, who carried them for him
so Elisha wouldn’t notice them.  Then Gehazi
hid them in his house and dismissed the
servants.  


When Elisha asked him, “Where did you
go, Gehazi?”  He said he had not gone
anywhere.  But Elisha knew the truth. 
Therefore, he cursed Gehazi and his
descendants with the very leprosy of which
Naaman had so recently been cured.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. How did the servant girl confess her faith?


2. Why did Naaman become “furious” when he heard the instructions to cure his
leprosy? (two reasons)


a.


b.


3. What was Naaman worried about after he was cured?


4. What motivated Gehazi to run after Naaman?


Outer Aim - The Lord through Elisha healed Naaman of his leprosy.
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Your Turn - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE.


ACROSS
2.  A terrible disease


5.  The river in which
Naaman was to
wash.


7.  The number of times
Naaman had to
wash.


8.   The prophet of God.


DOWN


1.  The country the servant
girl was from.


3.  The country Naaman
was from.


4.  The man with leprosy.


6.  The man who was
greedy.


Inner Aim - God, through Jesus Christ, has taken away our sins.


1 


2 3


4


5


6


7


8
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up the following Bible passages. Fill in the missing
words and discuss their meaning.


1 Corinthians 1:25   Because the ____________________________________ of God is wiser than 


________________, and the ______________________ of God is ______________________ than men.


John 20:31 But these are written that you may __________________________ that Jesus is the


 ________________________, the Son of God, and that ________________________ you may have


 __________________________ in His name.


Passages


2 Timothy 3:15 -  and that from childhood you
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are


able to make you wise for salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Psalms 119:105 -  Your word is a lamp to my
feet And a light to my path.


1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.


John 3:16 -  For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have


everlasting life.


Hymn - TLH #294 v. 1, 2


O Word of God Incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky ---
We praise Thee for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our foot-steps, shines on from age to age.


The Church from her dear Master received the gift divine,
And still that light she lifteth o’er all the earth to shine.
It is the golden casket where gems of truth are stored;
It is the heav’n-drawn picture of Christ, the living Word. 


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
Thank You for giving us Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take away all our sins.  Because of what He


has done, we can be sure of our place in Heaven with You.  Let us never think of the Gospel as “too
simple” or foolish for us.  It is Your holy Word that leads us to You through the power of Your Holy Spirit! 
Keep us strong in the faith and help us love You more and more each day.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen.
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Naaman and Elisha
2 Kings 5


If you had an extremely difficult  math problem to
solve, which of these tools would you use? Why? In
t oday’s story we will see that  sometimes the
simplest solution is the best solution.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, Thank You for allowing us to gather in Your name today. Bless our study
as we learn more about the great power of Your word.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.


The Story - summaries and excerpts


Now Naaman, commander of the
army of the king of Syria, was a great and
honorable man in the eyes of his master,
because by him the LORD had given
victory to Syria. He was also a mighty man
of valor, but a leper. 


{2} And the Syrians had gone out on
raids, and had brought back captive a
young girl from the land of Israel. She
waited on Naaman's wife. {3} Then she
said to her mistress, "If only my master were
with the prophet who is in Samaria! For he
would heal him of his leprosy." 


{4} And Naaman went in and told
his master, saying, "Thus and thus said the
girl who is from the land of Israel." 


{5} Then the king of Syria said, "Go
now, and I will send a letter to the king of


Israel." So he departed and took with him
ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of
gold, and ten changes of clothing. {6} 


Then he brought the letter to the
king of Israel, which said, Now be advised,
when this letter comes to you, that I have
sent Naaman my servant to you, that you
may heal him of his leprosy.


{7} And it happened, when the king
of Israel read the letter, that he tore his
clothes and said, "Am I God, to kill and
make alive, that this man sends a man to
me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore
please consider, and see how he seeks a
quarrel with me."


{8} So it was, when Elisha the man of
God heard that the king of Israel had torn
his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying,
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"Why have you torn your clothes? Please let
him come to me, and he shall know that
there is a prophet in Israel."


{9} Then Naaman went with his
horses and chariot, and he stood at the
door of Elisha's house. {10} And Elisha sent a
messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall
be restored to you, and you shall be clean." 


{11} But Naaman became furious,
and went away and said, "Indeed, I said to
myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and
stand and call on the name of the LORD
his God, and wave his hand over the
place, and heal the leprosy.' {12} "Are not
the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of
Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them and be
clean?" So he turned and went away in a
rage. 


{13} And his servants came near and
spoke to him, and said, "My father, if the
prophet had told you to do something
great, would you not have done it? How
much more then, when he says to you,
'Wash, and be clean'?" 


{14} So he went down and dipped
seven times in the Jordan, according to
the saying of the man of God; and his flesh
was restored like the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean. {15} And he returned to
the man of God, he and all his aides, and
came and stood before him; and he said,
"Indeed, now I know that there is no God
in all the earth, except in Israel; now
therefore, please take a gift from your
servant." 


{16} But he said, "As the LORD lives,
before whom I stand, I will receive


 nothing." And he urged him to take it, but
he refused. {17} So Naaman said, "Then, if
not, please let your servant be given two
mule-loads of earth; for your servant will no
longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice
to other gods, but to the LORD. {18} "Yet in
this thing may the LORD pardon your
servant: when my master goes into the
temple of Rimmon to worship there, and
he leans on my hand, and I bow down in
the temple of Rimmon; when I bow down
in the temple of Rimmon, may the LORD
 please pardon your servant in this thing." 


{19} Then he said to him, "Go in
peace." So he departed from him a short
distance. 


Elisha had a servant named Gehazi. 
After Elisha refused a gift for healing
Naaman of the leprosy, Gehazi had an
idea.  He ran after Naaman and told a lie,
saying that Elisha had sent him because
two young men were in need of money
and clothing (Gehazi was really just being
greedy and wanted the goods for himself). 
Naaman gladly gave him more than he
asked for: two talents of silver and two
changes of garments.  Gehazi gave these
things to his servants, who carried them for
him so Elisha wouldn’t notice them.  Then
Gehazi hid them in his house and dismissed
the servants.  


When Elisha asked him, “Where did
you go, Gehazi?” he said he had not gone
anywhere.  But Elisha knew the truth. 
Therefore, he cursed Gehazi and his
descendants with the very leprosy of which
Naaman had so recently been cured.


Outer Aim - The Lord through Elisha healed Naaman of his leprosy.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. How did the Israelite servant girl demonstrate her faith?


2. How did the king of Israel demonstrate his “lack” of faith?


3. God through Elisha told Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan River, a simple
solution for his problem.  Can you think of a “simple” solution to our sin that also
involves water?  Explain.


4. What difficulty did Naaman foresee would happen after his leprosy was cured?  Can
you think of a problem that might arise in your life because you are a Christian?


5. Our conscience is a gift from God that warns us when we sin or are being tempted to
do so. Explain how one lie led to another for Gehazi.


Inner Aim - God, through Jesus Christ, has taken away our sins.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up and copy the following Bible passages. Then explain
how they are related to our story.


1 Corinthians 1:16  
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1 Corinthians 1:18


Passages


2 Timothy 3:15 -  and that from childhood
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which


are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Psalms 119:105 -  Your word is a lamp to my
feet And a light to my path.


1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.


John 3:16 -  For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish


but have everlasting life.


Hymn - Fill in the blanks from TLH #264 v. 3-4. Then sing it together.


Preserve O Lord, thy ________________________, Thine own blest heritage;


__________, disperse, and scatter those who against Thee ________________.


Let Thy _______________________ guide us, grant us Thy heavenly food;


Clothe us in Thy rich ___________________, bought with Thy ______________ blood.


Preserve Thy Word and _____________________, the truth that makes us whole,


The _____________ of Thy glory, the _____________ that saves the soul.


Oh, may this living water, this dew of __________________ grace,


_______________ us while here living until we see Thy _____________.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, Thank You for giving us Your Son, Jesus Christ, to take away all
our sins.  Because of what He has done, we can be sure of our place in Heaven with You.  Let
us never think of the Gospel as “too simple” or foolish for us.  It is Your Holy Word that leads us
to You through the power of Your Holy Spirit!  Keep us strong in the faith and help us love
You more and more each day.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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STORY
Naaman and Elisha - 2 Kings 5


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father, In this age of technology and interest in the complex, help me to remember that the gospel
message is beautifully simple.  As I teach this lesson, allow me to impart the simplicity and the beauty of
what You have to say.  Though Your ways are above our ways, You have graciously revealed to us the
mystery of being saved by grace alone.  For this I am ever thankful.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Aram -  A people and a nation named for Aram, a son of Shem and grandson of Noah. The Aramaean
(Aramean) peoples inhabited the areas northeast of Israel (modern day Syria). They developed the
Aramaic language much in use during Jesus' day.


Leprosy - A disease undoubtedly different than the disease known today as leprosy (elephantiasis 


Graecorum). Biblical leprosy referred most often to a whiteness that may have disfigured those who
suffered from it, but did not disable them. Interestingly a leper that was completely covered from head to
toe by the whiteness of the disease was to be pronounced clean by the priests - apparently an indication
that the disease was no longer contagious. 


Abana and Pharpar - Rivers of Syria. The Abana is today known as the Barada and flows from the
wooded hills of Lebanon into Syria and through Damascus. The Pharpar is a 40 miles long river flowing
south of Damascus.


Rimmon - A Syrian idol also known as Ramman and Hadad - the Syrian Baal. "Rimmon" literally means
"pomegranate" which because of its many seeds was used as a symbol of fertility by pagan cultures. 


OUTER AIM
The Lord, through Elisha, heals Naaman of his leprosy.


INNER AIM
Do not despise the gospel for its simplicity.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Volume 1, pages 366-371)
Verses 1-8
Naaman was the commander of the army of Syria under King Ben-Hadad II. The country is also called
Aram (see note above) after the grandson of Noah who settled this region. Note that Naaman was able to
hold high office in Syria despite his leprosy, something that would not have been possible in Israel.


"…by him the Lord had given victory to Syria" - it should be neither troubling nor surprising for us to
hear that the Lord also grants victories to those nations that have rejected him (cf. Amos 9:7). Against
whom these victories were won we do not know, but we can have confidence that they served God's
purpose of preserving Israel for the birth of the Promised Messiah.


Slavery was common in those days. Captives were considered war plunder and were sold at the slave
markets in Damascus. Note how the young Israelite girl continued to serve to the best of her ability despite
being torn from her home and family and sold as a slave. (See application below.)
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Though Elisha traveled all over Israel and Judah, he spent most of his time teaching and prophesying among the
northern Ten Tribes of Israel (Samaria).


The kings mentioned here were Ben-Hadad II of Syria and Jehoram, the son of Ahab, in Israel. (Jehoram is also called
Joram to distinguish him from Jehoram the King of Judah - see notes in previous lesson.)


Tearing his clothes was an act of desperation and frustration on the part of Jehoram. Although he recognized that God
(he did not use the more personal name Jehovah) could cure Naaman, he apparently did not expect that God would
help him in his hour of need.


Verses 9-19
Elisha does not even appear before Naaman, but sends a messenger out to him with instructions to wash seven times in
the Jordan River. Although Naaman was ceremonially unclean to the Jews, it is unlikely that that is the reason Elisha did
not appear before him. Elisha wanted Naaman to understand that it was the power of the Lord, not Elisha himself, that
would heal him. The 25-mile trip to the Jordan and multiple washings called for trust in the Lord's power.


It is not known whether Naaman's rage was caused by Elisha's breach of protocol by not coming out personally to
greet him, or by the logically absurd remedy commanded by Elisha, or by a combination of the two. The point is that
the humble simplicity of the cure almost caused Naaman to reject it. As noted by the Inner Aim above, this is the most
important lesson of this Bible story. God's simple cure for sin (the gospel) is often rejected for its very simplicity.


Naaman's advisors serve him well. Lacking the pride of high position that had blinded Naaman, they served their master
with sound advice.


While the miracle of healing caused Naaman to recognize and accept the supreme and unique power of the one true
God, true saving faith comes not through the observance of miracles but through the hearing of the Word of God
(Romans 10:17). Salvation came to Old Testament believers through faith in the promise of a Savior.


While Elisha himself appears before Naaman after he is cured, he refuses any gift or payment from him. Elisha wanted
nothing to obscure the fact that God, not Elisha, had cured Naaman, and that the gift of healing had been freely given,
not earned or purchased.


In asking for soil from Israel, Naaman may have been exemplifying the pagan notion of a localized god who must be
worshipped only over native soil. This request may also have been a simple indication that Naaman now believed that
nothing in Syria was as good as its counterpart in Israel 
--not the god Rimmon, not the rivers that he had once thought superior, not even the soil itself. Whatever his thoughts, it
should be noted that Elisha does not condemn the request.


Note the character of the man Naaman. During his return trip from the Jordan (about 25 miles) he had time to reflect on
how his life had now changed. He recognized the God of Israel as the only true God, but he also understood his duties
to King Ben-Hadad II of Syria. Those duties included physically supporting the King as he worshipped the idol
Rimmon. Naaman recognized the compromising position into which this service would place him and brought the
dilemma to the attention of Elisha. Here, again, Elisha offers no condemnation (see application below). True worship is
a matter of the heart.
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Verses 20-27
Gehazi, heretofore an exemplary servant of Elisha, gives in to greed. His reference to Naaman as "this Syrian" may also
be an indication of bitterness or racial bigotry on his part.


Note how easily lying came to Gehazi after he gave in to the sin of greed.


Gehazi allowed the servants of Naaman to carry the booty, but only so long as Elisha could not see him. Nor did he
want Naaman's servants to see that he hid the gifts in his own tent.


As is so often the case, sin begets lying, and one lie often leads to another.


Sin has its consequences. Gehazi was allowed to accept one gift from Naaman - his leprosy.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, There are times when I have a hard time taking You at Your Word.  As I grow older and
receive more education about this world, I pray that You will help me to continue to put my faith above my head
knowledge.  Though on my own I would not understand the news of my Savior, yet You have caused me believe it with
all of my heart. Help me to treasure that news even when I am confronted by pressure to despise it.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
This Bible account is too long to read in class. Assign its reading of this lesson to the students the week before it is
presented, and then retell or summarize the story for your students in your own words. 


APPLICATION
1. The chief application of this account is the parallel between Naaman's initial rejection of God's simple cure for his


leprosy and natural man's rejection of God's simple cure for sin - the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (salvation by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ).


2. Paint a vivid picture in the minds of the students as to the trauma that must have been endured by the young Israelite
maiden who was taken captive and sold into slavery. Lead them to imagine themselves in her position.  Point out that
she served her new masters well by offering advice and was a witness to her God that was above and beyond the
call of her duties as a slave. Adverse conditions do not remove our calling as witnesses for our God and Savior. If
anything, they make that witness all the more remarkable to the hearer. 


3. King Jehoram serves as a negative example of what to do when faced (humanly speaking) with an impossible task.
He gave way to despair. Our initial reaction may often be the same. From this lesson we learn to turn all such
matters over to our God, for "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13)


4. As God through Elisha told Naaman to wash seven times in the Jordan River, so he at times calls for faithful, trusting
obedience from his children in order to bless them. So today we bring our children to be baptized, not understanding
how that simple act of applying water in connection with the Word of God can serve as a vehicle for the Holy Spirit
and His work of creating saving faith in the human heart.


5. The gospel has been given freely to us; freely it should be given by us. Though Elisha refused the gifts of Naaman, he
did not refuse all compensation. Clarify to the students that pastors and teachers are not paid for preaching and
teaching the Word. Rather, the congregation provides for their earthly needs so that the pastors and teachers can
carry on the Lord's work of ministry full-time and without distraction. 


6. As Naaman recognized the difficulty he would have in carrying out his official secular duties as a new convert to the
one true God, so also such dilemmas may well confront us. Ask the students to come up with examples in their own
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lives (e.g., paying taxes to a government that does bad things, defending 1st Amendment rights to free speech, even
when what is said is morally wrong, working as a policeman or judge to enforce laws with which he disagrees, etc.)


7. Sin blinds us and makes us do foolish things. Remind the students how Adam, once so wise, tried to hide from God
in the Garden after he sinned. Here too note how Gehazi, who had witnessed such great things during his time of
service under Elisha, was fooled by his greed into believing that he could fool the Lord whom Elisha served.


8. The fact that Gehazi had to hide the gifts from Elisha should have convinced him that what he was doing was wrong. 
Emphasize the need to listen to our conscience, which is a gift from our God to warn us when we sin  or are being
tempted to do so.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
John 17:3  - And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have


sent.
1 John 1:7 - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Middle
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should


not perish but have everlasting life.
John 20:31 - But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing


you may have life in His name.
1 Corinthians 1:25 - The foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.


Upper
2 Timothy 3:15 - From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for


salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
Romans 1:16 -  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone


who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
1 Corinthians 1:18 - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being


saved it is the power of God.


HYMN CHOICES
Preserve Thy Word, O Savior -  TLH #264:4-5
O Word of God Incarnate - TLH #294:1-2
The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace - TLH #297:1-2, 5-6
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Elijah & the Prophets of Baal
1 Kings 18


God, through Elijah, led Israel to choose the LORD not Baal.
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The Story


The land of Israel had no rain for
three and a half years. This was a trouble
given to them from God because King Ahab
and his family did not love the true God, but
worshiped false gods.


After the three years had passed God
told Elijah to go to King Ahab and tell him
the rain would come on the earth and
plants for food would again grow.


King Ahab blamed the trouble of no
rain on Elijah.


Elijah told King Ahab to gather all of
Israel to meet on Mount Carmel. The false
prophets were to come also. There were 850
false prophets of the gods Baal and
Asherah. These false prophets were helped
by Queen Jezebel, King Ahab’s wife.


All the children of Israel and the many
false prophets gathered together on Mount
Carmel. Elijah came to all the people, and
said, "How long will you worship two gods? If
the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal is
god, follow him." 


But the people did not answer. 
Then Elijah said to the people, "I am


the only prophet of the LORD left. There are
850 prophets of Baal and Asherah. We will
both make an altar, lay wood on it and offer
a bull. But neither of us will put fire on the
offering. Then the prophets of Baal will call
on their god and I will pray to the LORD. The
God who answers by sending fire is the true
God.” 


So all the people said, "It is a good
thing to do." 


Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,
"Choose one bull for yourselves and prepare
it first, for you are many; and call on the
name of your god, but put no fire under it." 


So they took the bull which was
given them, and they prepared it, and
called on the name of Baal from morning
until noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But
there was no answer. Then they leaped
about the altar. 


At noon Elijah said to the prophets of
Baal, "Cry louder he is thinking, or busy, or
gone away, or perhaps he is sleeping and
must be awakened." 


So they cried louder and cut
themselves with knives until the blood
gushed out on them. They did this until
evening but no one paid attention. 


Then Elijah said to all the people,
"Come near to me." 


So all the people came near to him
and he repaired the altar of the LORD.
Elijah took 12 stones, according to the
number of the 12 tribes of Jacob, and built
an altar to the LORD. He made a very
large trench around the altar, put on the
wood, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on
the wood. Then Elijah had 4 water pots
filled with water. Those 4 water pots were
poured over the offering, wood and altar.
Then he had the 4 filled again a second
time. Also a third time the 4 pots were filled
with water and poured on the sacrifice. So
the water ran all around the altar and
filled the trench with water. 


At the time of the evening sacrifice
Elijah prayed to God saying, "LORD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known
this day that You are God in Israel and I
am Your servant, and that I have done all
these things at Your word. Hear me, O
LORD, hear me, that this people may know
that You are the LORD God, and that You
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have turned their hearts back to You
again." 


Then the fire of the LORD fell and
burned up completely the sacrifice, and the
wood and the stones and the dust, and it
licked up the water that was in the trench. 


Now when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces and said, "The LORD, He is
God! The LORD, He is God!" 


Elijah told the people to kill the false
prophets of Baal and Asherah and they
did.


Activity One - Choose the correct letter from the box to finish the riddles. Your teacher
will help you read the sentences.


 


1. I am God’s prophet. _____lijah


2. I am the King of Israel. _____hab


3. I am the false god. _____aal


4. I came down from heaven and burned up the altar. _____ire


5. I am the true God. ___ORD


     A     B     E     L     F
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Activity Two - Follow the directions below.
1. First, color red around the altar of Baal to show how the false prophets cut themselves


and bled in hopes their god would hear them.
2. Second, color blue over the altar of the LORD to show the water that was poured on


it. Be sure to put blue around the bottom of the altar also to show the big puddle that
was made.


3. Third, use red and yellow colors to show fire coming from the sky on to the altar of the
LORD. Be sure to color over the whole altar to show how it was completely burned up,
even the water puddle. Look at the picture on page 1 if you need help.


Baal’s Altar The LORD’s Altar
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God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.


Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.'


The First Commandment - Sydow Catechism ©2000


You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?


We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


Hymn - TLH #396 v. 1, 6


Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe.


Lord, give us such a faith as this;
And then, whate’er may come,
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank You for the love You have shown me in so many ways. You have given
me saving faith in Jesus Christ. Give me Your Holy Spirit so that I will want to
share with others that wonderful message of salvation through Jesus. Amen.
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Elijah & the Prophets of Baal
1 Kings 18
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The Story


Ahab was the king of Israel, but he
did not love the true God. He and his
family worshiped false gods. To punish the
king and his people, the land of Israel had
no rain for three and a half years.
 After the three years had passed,
God told His prophet Elijah to go to King
Ahab and tell him the rain would come on
the earth so plants for food would again
grow. King Ahab blamed all the trouble of
no rain on Elijah.


Elijah told King Ahab to gather all of
Israel to meet on a mountain named 
Mount Carmel. The prophets of the false
gods that Ahab worshiped were to come
also. There were 850 false prophets of the
gods Baal and Asherah. These false
prophets were helped by Queen Jezebel,
King Ahab’s wife.


All the children of Israel and the
many false prophets gathered together on
Mount Carmel. Elijah came to all the
people, and said, "How long will you
worship two gods? If the LORD is God,
follow Him; but if Baal is god, follow him."
But the people did not answer. 


Then Elijah said to the people, "I am
the only prophet of the LORD left. There
are 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah. We
will both make an altar, lay wood on it and
offer a bull. But neither of us will put fire on
the offering. Then the prophets of Baal will
call on their god and I will pray to the
LORD. The God who answers by sending
fire is the true God.” 


So all the people said, "It is a good
thing to do." 


Elijah said to the prophets of Baal,
"Choose one bull for yourselves and
prepare it first, for you are many; and call
on the name of your god, but put no fire
under it." 


So they took the bull which was
given them, and they prepared it, and


called on the name of Baal from morning
until noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But
there was no answer. Then they leaped
about the altar. 


At noon Elijah said to the prophets of
Baal, "Cry louder he is thinking, or busy, or
gone away, or perhaps he is sleeping and
must be awakened." 


So they cried louder and cut
themselves with knives until the blood
gushed out on them. They did this until
evening but no one paid attention. 


Then Elijah said to all the people,
"Come near to me." 


So all the people came near to him,
and he repaired the altar of the LORD.
Elijah took 12 stones, one for each of the 12
tribes of Jacob, and built an altar to the
LORD. He made a very large trench
around the altar. Elijah put wood on the
altar, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on
the wood. Then Elijah had four water pots
filled with water. Those four water pots
were poured over the offering, wood and
altar. Then he had the four pots filled a
second time. A third time the four pots
were filled with water and poured on the
sacrifice. So the water ran all around the
altar and filled the trench with water. 


At the time of the evening sacrifice,
Elijah prayed to God saying, "LORD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known
this day that You are God in Israel and I am
Your servant, and that I have done all
these things at Your word. Hear me, O
LORD, hear me, that this people may know
that You are the LORD God, and that You
have turned their hearts back to You
again." 


Then the fire of the LORD fell and
burned up completely the sacrifice and
the wood and the stones and the dust,
and it licked up the water that was in the
trench. 
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Now when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces and said, "The LORD, He is
God! The LORD, He is God!" 


Elijah told the people to kill the false
prophets of Baal and Asherah and they
did.


God, through Elijah, led Israel to choose the LORD not Baal.


Activity One - Match the correct answer with the riddle.


1. _____ I am God’s prophet.


2. _____ I am the King of Israel.


3. _____ I am the false god.


4. _____ I came down from heaven and burned
up the altar of the LORD. 


5. _____ I am the place the people gathered
together.


6. _____ I am the Queen of Israel.


7. _____ I was built for the offering.


8. _____ I am the true God.


1. Altar


2. Fire


3. LORD


4. Mt. Carmel


5. Baal


6. Elijah


7. Jezebel


8. Ahab


God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.
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Activity Two - Follow the directions below.


1. First, color the ground around the altar of Baal red showing the blood of the false
prophets who cut themselves praying to the false god.


2. Second, color blue over the altar of the LORD to show the water that was poured on it.
Be sure to put blue around the bottom of the altar also to show the big puddle that
was made.


3. Third, use red and yellow colors to show fire coming from the sky on to the altar of the
LORD. Be sure to color over the whole altar to show how it was completely burned up,
even the water puddle. Look at the picture on page one if you need help.


Baal’s Altar The LORD’s Altar
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.'


1 John 2:15 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


The First Commandment - Sydow Catechism ©2000


You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?


We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


Hymn - TLH #396 v. 1, 6


Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe.


Lord, give us such a faith as this;
And then, whate’er may come,
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank You for the love You have shown me in so many ways. You have given
me saving faith in Jesus Christ. Give me Your Holy Spirit so that I will want to
share with others that wonderful message of salvation through Jesus. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Eiljah & Prophets of Baal - Level 3      8/16/04


Elijah & the Prophets of Baal
1 Kings 18


YES.  NO.  NOT YET. Those are some of the ways God will 
answer our prayers. Today’s story shows the LORD answering 
the prayer of Elijah. He will show once again that “The LORD, 


He is God!”


Prayer


Preserve Thy Word, O Savior, to us this latter day
And let Thy kingdom flourish, enlarge Thy Church, we pray.
O, keep our faith from failing, keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let naught from Thy Word turn us while wand’ring here below.
Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 18:1-2, 17-40


And it came to pass after many days
that the word of the LORD came to Elijah,
in the third year, saying, "Go, present
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
earth." {2} So Elijah went to present himself
to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in
Samaria...


 {17} Then it happened, when Ahab
saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, "Is that
you, O troubler of Israel?" {18} And he
answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but
you and your father's house have, in that
you have forsaken the commandments of
the LORD and have followed the Baals.
{19} "Now therefore, send and gather all
Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and
the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who
eat at Jezebel's table."


{20} So Ahab sent for all the children


of Israel, and gathered the prophets
together on Mount Carmel. {21} And Elijah
came to all the people, and said, "How
long will you falter between two opinions?
If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal,
follow him." 


But the people answered him not a
word. 


{22} Then Elijah said to the people, "I
alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but
Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty
men. {23} "Therefore let them give us two
bulls; and let them choose one bull for
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on
the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will
prepare the other bull, and lay it on the
wood, but put no fire under it. {24} "Then
you call on the name of your gods, and I
will call on the name of the LORD; and the
God who answers by fire, He is God." 
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So all the people answered and
said, "It is well spoken." 


{25} Now Elijah said to the prophets
of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves
and prepare it first, for you are many; and
call on the name of your god, but put no
fire under it." 


{26} So they took the bull which was
given them, and they prepared it, and
called on the name of Baal from morning
even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But
there was no voice; no one answered.
Then they leaped about the altar which
they had made. 


{27} And so it was, at noon, that
Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud,
for he is a god; either he is meditating, or
he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps
he is sleeping and must be awakened."
{28} So they cried aloud, and cut
themselves, as was their custom, with
knives and lances, until the blood gushed
out on them. {29} And when midday was
past, they prophesied until the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice. But there
was no voice; no one answered, no one
paid attention. 


{30} Then Elijah said to all the people,
"Come near to me." So all the people
came near to him. And he repaired the
altar of the LORD that was broken down.
{31} And Elijah took twelve stones,
according to the number of the tribes of
the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of
the LORD had come, saying, "Israel shall be
your name." {32} Then with the stones he
built an altar in the name of the LORD; and


 he made a trench around the altar large
enough to hold two seahs (a measure) of
seed. {33} And he put the wood in order,
cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the
wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with
water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice
and on the wood." 


{34} Then he said, "Do it a second
time," and they did it a second time; and
he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it
a third time. {35} So the water ran all
around the altar; and he also filled the
trench with water. 


{36} And it came to pass, at the time
of the offering of the evening sacrifice,
that Elijah the prophet came near and
said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, let it be known this day that You are
God in Israel and I am Your servant, and
that I have done all these things at Your
word. {37} "Hear me, O LORD, hear me,
that this people may know that You are
the LORD God, and that You have turned
their hearts back to You again." 


{38} Then the fire of the LORD fell and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood and the stones and the dust, and it
licked up the water that was in the trench. 


{39} Now when all the people saw it,
they fell on their faces; and they said, "The
LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!" 


{40} And Elijah said to them, "Seize
the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of
them escape!" So they seized them; and
Elijah brought them down to the Brook
Kishon and executed them there.


Outer Aim - God, through Elijah, led Israel to choose the LORD not Baal.
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What the Story Tells Us - Make the False sentence True by crossing out one word in the
sentence that is false and writing the correct word from the story on the blank. The number in
( ) will help you find the answer in the Story on pgs. 1-2.


1. The LORD told Elijah to go see King Saul. (1) _______________________


2. Elijah wanted the people to gather on Mt. Horeb. (19) ____________________


3. There were also 100 prophets of Baal gathered there. (22) __________________


4. The prophets of Baal would build one altar for a sacrifice and the Prophet Isaiah would
build an altar for the LORD. (23-24) ____________________


5. The god who answered the prayers would send down rain on the altar to show he is
the true god. (23-24) ____________________


6. When Baal did not answer the prophets they hit themselves. (28) ____________


7. Elijah repaired the altar of the LORD by building an altar with 10 stones for the tribes of
Israel. (31) ______________


8. To show that the LORD has power Elijah had dust poured on the altar 3 times. (33-34)
____________________


9. The LORD answered Elijah’s prayer by sending rain that consumed everything. (38)
___________________


10. The people cried, “Baal, He is God!” (39) ______________________


11. Elijah had the false prophets whipped. (40) ______________________


Inner Aim - God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.
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Your Turn - Fill in the chart below using the answers from the box.


the LORD Baal
<  <


<  <


<  <


<  <


<  <


What God’s Word Tells Us - Cross out the letters B, M and Z to find the missing Bible
verse from 1 Thessalonians 5:17.


B


O


P


M


R


B


B


U


Z


Z


M


T


A


C


M


E


Y


M


W


M


Z


A


B


Z


B


S


I


I


T


Z


B


N


H


M


Z


G


__ __ __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .


< false god
< true God
< hears prayers
< can’t hear prayers
< can’t answer prayers


< answers prayers
< sent fire
< sent no fire
< has no power
< has power to save
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'


1 John 1:7 -  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


1 John 2:15 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.


The First Commandment - Sydow Catechism ©2000
You shall have no other gods.


What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


Hymn - TLH #396


Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe;


That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chast’ning rod,
But in the hour of grief or pain
Can lean upon its God.


A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without;
That, when in danger, knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt;


That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown
Nor heeds its scornful smile;
That sin’s wild ocean cannot drown
Nor Satan’s arts beguile;


A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life’s last spark is fled
And with a pure and heavenly ray
Lights up the dying bed.


Lord, give us such a faith as this;
And then, whate’er may come,
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank You for the love You have shown me in so many ways. You have made me Your


child and given me saving faith in Jesus Christ. Give me Your Holy Spirit so that I will want to
share with others that wonderful message of salvation through Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection. In His name I pray. Amen.
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Elijah & the Prophets of Baal
1 Kings 18


YES.  NO.  NOT YET. Those are some of the ways God will 
answer our prayers. Today’s story shows the LORD answering 
the prayer of Elijah. He will show once again that “The LORD, 
He is God!”


Prayer


Preserve Thy Word, O Savior, to us this latter day
And let Thy kingdom flourish, enlarge Thy Church, we pray.
O, keep our faith from failing, keep hope’s bright star aglow.
Let naught from Thy Word turn us while wand’ring here below.
Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 18:1-2, 17-40


And it came to pass after many days
that the word of the LORD came to Elijah,
in the third year, saying, "Go, present
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
earth." {2} So Elijah went to present himself
to Ahab; and there was a severe famine in
Samaria...


 {17} Then it happened, when Ahab
saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, "Is that
you, O troubler of Israel?" {18} And he
answered, "I have not troubled Israel, but
you and your father's house have, in that
you have forsaken the commandments of
the LORD and have followed the Baals.
{19} "Now therefore, send and gather all
Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and
the four hundred prophets of Asherah,
who eat at Jezebel's table."


{20} So Ahab sent for all the children
of Israel, and gathered the prophets
together on Mount Carmel. {21} And Elijah
came to all the people, and said, "How
long will you falter between two opinions?
If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal,
follow him." 


But the people answered him not a
word. 


{22} Then Elijah said to the people, "I
alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but
Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty
men. {23} "Therefore let them give us two
bulls; and let them choose one bull for
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on
the wood, but put no fire under it; and I will
prepare the other bull, and lay it on the
wood, but put no fire under it. {24} "Then
you call on the name of your gods, and I
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will call on the name of the LORD; and the
God who answers by fire, He is God." 


So all the people answered and said,
"It is well spoken." 


{25} Now Elijah said to the prophets
of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and
prepare it first, for you are many; and call
on the name of your god, but put no fire
under it." 


{26} So they took the bull which was
given them, and they prepared it, and
called on the name of Baal from morning
even till noon, saying, "O Baal, hear us!" But
there was no voice; no one answered.
Then they leaped about the altar which
they had made. 


{27} And so it was, at noon, that
Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud,
for he is a god; either he is meditating, or
he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps
he is sleeping and must be awakened."
{28} So they cried aloud, and cut
themselves, as was their custom, with
knives and lances, until the blood gushed
out on them. {29} And when midday was
past, they prophesied until the time of the
offering of the evening sacrifice. But there
was no voice; no one answered, no one
paid attention. 


{30} Then Elijah said to all the people,
"Come near to me." So all the people came
near to him. And he repaired the altar of
the LORD that was broken down. {31} And
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob,
to whom the word of the LORD had come,
saying, "Israel shall be your name." {32}
Then with the stones he built an altar in


the name of the LORD; and he made a
trench around the altar large enough to
hold two seahs (a measure) of seed. {33}
And he put the wood in order, cut the bull
in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and
said, "Fill four water pots with water, and
pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the
wood." 


{34} Then he said, "Do it a second
time," and they did it a second time; and
he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it
a third time. {35} So the water ran all
around the altar; and he also filled the
trench with water. 


{36} And it came to pass, at the
time of the offering of the evening
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came
near and said, "LORD God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day
that You are God in Israel and I am Your
servant, and that I have done all these
things at Your word. {37} "Hear me, O
LORD, hear me, that this people may know
that You are the LORD God, and that You
have turned their hearts back to You
again." 


{38} Then the fire of the LORD fell
and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood and the stones and the dust, and it
licked up the water that was in the trench. 


{39} Now when all the people saw it,
they fell on their faces; and they said, "The
LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!" 


{40} And Elijah said to them, "Seize
the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of
them escape!" So they seized them; and
Elijah brought them down to the Brook
Kishon and executed them there.


Outer Aim - God, through Elijah, led Israel to choose the LORD not Baal.
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What the Story Tells Us - Make the False sentence True by crossing out one word in the
sentence that is false and writing the correct word from the story on the blank. The number
in ( ) will help you find the answer in the Story on pgs. 1-2.


1. The LORD told Elijah to go see King Saul. (1) _______________________


2. Elijah wanted the people to gather on Mt. Horeb. (19) ____________________


3. There were also 100 prophets of Baal gathered there. (22) __________________


4. The prophets of Baal would build one altar for a sacrifice and the Prophet Isaiah would
build an altar for the LORD. (23-24) ____________________


5. The god who answered the prayers would send down rain on the altar to show they
are the true god. (23-24) ____________________


6. When Baal did not answer the prophets they hit themselves. (28) ____________


7. Elijah repaired the altar of the LORD by building an altar with 10 stones for the tribes of
Israel. (31) ______________


8. To show that the LORD has power Elijah had dust poured on the altar 3 times. (33-34)
____________________


9. The LORD answered Elijah’s prayer by sending rain that consumed everything. (38)
___________________


10. The people cried, “Baal, He is God!” (39) ______________________


11. Elijah had the false prophets whipped. (40) ______________________


Inner Aim - God, through the Holy Spirit in the Word, has led us to Jesus.
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Your Turn - Fill in the chart below using the answers from the box.


the LORD Baal


<  <


<  <


<  <


<  <


<  <


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up the following passages in the Bible. Find the missing
words and discuss their meanings together.


Romans 16:17-18 -  Now I urge you, brethren, _____________ those who cause divisions and


offenses, _____________________ to the doctrine which you learned, and ___________________


them. {18} For those who are such do not __________________ our Lord Jesus Christ, but their


own __________________, and by smooth words and flattering speech ___________________ the


hearts of the simple.


Matthew 5:10 -  Blessed are those who are _____________________ for righteousness'


___________________, for theirs is the ________________________ of heaven.


< false god
< true God
< hears prayers
< can’t hear prayers
< can’t answer prayers


< answers prayers
< sent fire
< sent no fire
< has no power
< has power to save
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Passages


Matthew 4:10 - 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'


1 John 1:7 -  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


1 John 2:15 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.


The First Commandment - Sydow Catechism ©2000


You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?


We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


Hymn - TLH #396


Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe.


That will not murmur nor complain
Beneath the chast’ning rod,
But in the hour of grief or pain
Can lean upon its God’


A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without;
That, when in danger, knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt;


That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown
Nor heeds its scornful smile;
That sin’s wild ocean cannot drown
Nor Satan’s arts beguile;


A faith that keeps the narrow way
Till life’s last spark is fled
And with a pure and heavenly ray
Lights up the dying bed.


Lord, give us such a faith as this;
And then, whate’er may come,
We’ll taste e’en now the hallowed bliss
Of an eternal home.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank You for the love You have shown me in so many ways. You have made me Your child
and given me saving faith in Jesus Christ. Give me Your Holy Spirit so that I will want to share
with others that wonderful message of salvation through Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
In His name I pray. Amen.
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STORY
Elijah and the Prophets of Baal - I Kings 18


TEACHER PRAYER
I praise You, oh Lord, for calling me into Your kingdom and giving me the privilege of laboring
together with You. Especially, I thank You for the privilege of teaching little children the wonders of
Your grace and mercy in Christ Jesus. Give me Your Spirit, Lord, that I may help the children
committed to my charge to recognize the spiritual dangers in this world of sin. May they be moved to
fight the fight of faith and thus live to praise Your holy name before all. In the name of Jesus I pray.
Amen.


OUTER AIM
Israel was called upon to chose between the LORD God and Baal


INNER AIM
God’s people are called upon every day to chose God and deny Satan and the unbelieving world.


BACKGROUND  (Rupprecht Bible History References - Vol. 1, pp. 346-352)
God created man to live with Him and for Him. In this state he reaches his highest potential and can
expect every blessing from God. When Adam and Eve rebelled against God their spiritual
relationship with God was broken. They were estranged from God, and their offspring would be
born, not in the image of God but in the image of sinful man.


Mankind was spiritually dead by nature, separated from God for time and for all eternity. (cf. Eph.
2:1)  This terrible spiritual void in man’s life is filled in Christ Jesus, the promised Messiah. “He
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” (Ps. 147:3) By His substitutionary atonement
“The LORD gives freedom to the prisoners.”  (Ps. 146:7). “By grace you have been saved through
faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Eph.
2:8-9)  If this perfect relationship with God in Christ is not found man wanders about in this world of
sin a lost soul searching-ever searching for purpose in life, reason for living and peace in heart and
mind. He tries to fill the spiritual void in life with all kinds of works; works dictated by his sinful
flesh and/or some type of religion which he invents.


Thus he hopes to gain eternal life.  As a result, there are many, many religions in the world. Yet,
basically there are but two: either of God or it is of man. God’s religion is salvation by God’s grace
in Christ Jesus received through faith.  Man’s religion is a hoped-for salvation earned by his own
works whereby he hopes to appease the wrath of whatever deity he has invented and thus find peace
in heart and soul. Yet, man’s religion can never give peace.  It shall ever be true; “You will keep him
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.” (Is. 26:3) The worship of
the Baalim (plural for Baal which means Lord, Master) was very prominent among the people
occupying the eastern borders of the Mediterranean.  There were many Baalim. Much like the
Romans and Greeks they had a god or goddess for every aspect of life. Ahab maintained 450 priests
of Baal. The domineering Jezebel introduced the worship of the main goddess of her native country
of Tyre. Ashtoreth  (Astarte) was her name. She was called “the queen of heaven.”   Jezebel
employed 400 priests to foster this religion which included fleshly lewdness.
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STUDENT PRAYER
I thank You Lord for your love to me which You have shown in so many ways. You have made me Your
child when I was baptized in Your name. There I was cleansed of my sins, brought to believe in You as
my Lord and Savior.  You came to me in Spirit and to live in me. Lord God, help me always to be alert
to any words and actions which oppose Your words of Truth. Strengthen me always to confess Your
name in all I do and say so that Your name may be honored and that others see You as the gracious and
loving Lord that You are. In the name of Jesus my Savior I pray.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
The years of draught in Israel were about to come to an end according to the will of God. The LORD
through it all had sustained Elijah. Now he was called to present the LORD’S message announcing the
end of the severe draught to Ahab. But this message would be delivered only in conjunction with some
very definite spiritual lessons.


All Israel would see the absolute rule, power and majesty of the LORD God of heaven and earth and  the
total impotence of the false gods invented by man. As is generally the case, when man places his trust in
false gods, he is blind to the works and ways of the one true God. So it was that Ahab blamed Elijah for
his problems rather than recognizing how he had brought his problems upon Himself by forsaking the
LORD God and supporting, as well as worshipping the man-made Baalim and encouraging the people of
Israel to do the same.  


All Israel would be required to make a choice:  “If the LORD is God, follow Him.  If Baal, then follow
him.”  It is sad to hear the deafening silence, which prevailed as Elijah challenged the people with that
simple choice. “But the people answered him not a word.”  False teaching threatens faith! The LORD
wishes for us to either remove the false teaching or remove ourselves from it. He never gives His
approval to consort with false teaching and /or false teachers! Rather, our Lord who loves us instructs us
to take careful note of those who teach contrary to his Word to and avoid them.  (Cf. Rom. 16:17-18)


APPLICATION
False gods are as prominent today as ever. This is Satan’s playground.  He gains a tremendous following
by using the religion invented by man to occupy the hearts and minds of people who are spiritually
ignorant of the Truth of the one true God. Remember, Satan works through people. He uses people -
friends, neighbors, peers, acquaintances, people of influence, the wealthy, etc. to attract and draw people
away from the Truth of God.


Satan does not always challenge the Truth directly. He might try to inject a reasonable element into his
temptation. (cf. Mat. 4) He is satisfied with small victories. He is very patient and will settle for small
compromises. The people of Israel who began to follow Ahab and Jezebel in their idolatry were just
trying to get along with their neighbors and friends, to begin with. Besides, it was reasonable, wasn’t it? 
It was surely much closer going to Dan and Bethel than all the way to Jerusalem for worship. Probably it
was also reasonable to think that they could worship both the Baalim and the LORD. 


Whatever the thinking, idolatry had done its work and when faced with the choice between the LORD
and Baal the Israelites were speechless. Doubtless many had become faithless. FALSE TEACHING
THREATENS FAITH. “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.” (Gal. 5:9)  
Syncretism-compromising the Truth of God and mixing it with  man-made teachings is the order of our
day. Churches merge with little or no concern about whether God’s Truth is being violated. Children are
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particularly vulnerable because they are easily subjected to peer pressure. They won’t always understand
why they are forbidden to keep company with certain individuals or become involved with certain
groups or join certain organizations which espouse teachings contrary to the Word of our Lord.
Nevertheless, Christian parents who recognize spiritual danger for their children will do what is
necessary, in love, to shield them from it.  As parents will do whatever is necessary to protect their
children from physical harm, how much more should they not do the same concerning their spiritual
welfare? 


As pastors and teachers, we are called to help the parents by reinforcing them with the truths of God’s
Word. For “if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (I John 1:7)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


I Timothy 6:12 - “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called.” 


Matthew 4:10 - “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


”Matthew 5:10 - “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.”


”I John 2:15 - “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him.”


HYMN CHOICES
Oh, For Faith That Will Not Shrink - TLH #396
Fight The Good Fight With All Thy Might - TLH #447
Rise, My Soul, To Watch And Pray - TLH #446
Preserve Thy Word, O Savior - TLH #264
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The Story


What do you think God looks like?
Who has seen God?
Do you think God can make himself look


like whatever He wants to look like?
Why can God do that?


In today’s lesson, we are going to
see that Elijah isn’t doing what God wants
him to do.  Elijah thinks that there is no use
for him to keep on preaching the Word of
God to the people of Israel, because they
worship the false god Baal anyway.  Elijah
wants to die. God has to come to Elijah to
tell him that he is acting in a wrong way.  


God sent four things in front of Elijah
and said that He was in one of those four
things.  The first was a strong wind storm;
the second was an earthquake; the third
was a fire; and the fourth was a quiet small
voice. Which one do you think God was in?


Listen carefully to today’s story and
we will see in which one of the four things
God came to Elijah to tell him that he was
acting in a wrong way.


After Elijah had killed all the prophets
of Baal, Queen Jezebel found out.  She was
very upset and promised to kill Elijah before
the next night.  Elijah heard this and ran
out into the wilderness where no people
lived.


Elijah was not happy.  He was
worried.  He sat under a tree and prayed
to God that God would end his life.  After
Elijah prayed, he fell asleep.


Then, suddenly, an angel touched
Elijah and woke him up.  The angel said,
“Get up and eat.”  Elijah looked and there
was bread and a jar of water.  So, he got
up, ate the bread and drank the water. 


Elijah fell back asleep after he was done
eating.  


Again, the angel came to Elijah and
told him, “Get up and eat for you have to
make a long trip.”  Elijah woke up and saw
more bread and water.  He ate the bread
and drank the water.  This food gave him
enough strength so that he didn’t have to
eat for the next 40 days!


Elijah went to a mountain and
stayed in a cave.  It was the same
mountain where God had talked to Moses
in the burning bush.  God talked to Elijah
and asked, “What are you doing here?” 
Elijah complained to God and said, “I have
served you Lord, but the children of Israel
have worshiped other gods, and killed your
prophets.  I am the only one left, and they
are trying to kill me too.”


The Lord told Elijah to stand on the
mountain and He would pass by Elijah.  A
strong wind blew across the mountain and
knocked down rocks.  But the Lord wasn’t
in the strong wind.  Then there was an
earthquake, but the Lord wasn’t in the
earthquake.  Next, came a fire that
passed by, but the Lord wasn’t in the fire
either.  Finally, a small voice whispered to
Elijah.  When Elijah heard it, he was afraid
because the Lord was in that small voice.  


God’s voice said again to Elijah,
“What are you doing here?”  Elijah gave
the same answer as before.  Then the Lord
told Elijah, “Go, and find Elisha.  He will be
the next prophet after you. There are also
7,000 people who have not bowed down
to worship the false god Baal.  You are not
the only one left.”


Elijah left the mountain and went to
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find Elisha.  He found him and threw his
coat on Elijah saying, “The Lord wants you
to be the next prophet.”  Elisha knew that


 God was choosing him to be the next
prophet, so he followed Elijah.  


Activity One - Answer the following questions by drawing lines to the correct answer in
the second column.  If you need it, get help reading the questions and answers.


Why did Elijah leave to go into
the wilderness? 


— —
An angel.


Why was Elijah so sad? 
— —


He was getting away from
Jezebel who was going to
kill him.


Was he the only one left?
— —


No, there were 7,000
people that believed in
God.


Who came to tell Elijah to
eat?


— —
The still small voice.


What was special about the
food that Elijah ate?  — —


We learn about Jesus and
how He saved us from our
sins.  This is the Gospel
message. 


What did God have pass in
front of Elijah?  


— —
He uses His Word the
Gospel.


Which one was God in?  — — He thought he was the only
believer left in Israel.


Why do think God was in the
still small voice and not the
powerful things?  


— —
A windstorm, an
earthquake, a fire, and a
still small voice.


What does God use to come
to us?  


— —
God used it to show that
His power is the Gospel


What is in God’s Word that is
so important for us?  — —


God blessed it so after he
ate it he didn’t have to
eat for 40 days.


Activity Two -Color the background picture on page 4. Then color the figures on page
5. After you have colored the figures, cut them out along the dotted lines. Glue the figures
to popsicle sticks and use them to retell the story.
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The Gospel message is the still small voice that has the power to save
us from our sins.


Passages


2 Timothy 2:19 -  "The Lord knows those who are His."


Should we ever worry that the Lord will leave us?  No he will always keep us safe.


Deuteronomy 31:6  "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid
of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not


leave you nor forsake you."


What should we do with this Word that God has given to us?  We should use it to tell others about
Jesus dying on the cross for us.


What does this Word, the Gospel message do for us?  It has the power to save us.


Hymn - TLH #292 v. 1, 9


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heav’nly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.


Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for giving us the Gospel so we can tell others that Jesus died on the cross to


take away our sins.  Thank You for sending Him as our Savior.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.
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Elijah in the Wilderness
1 Kings 19
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The Story


What do you think God looks like?  (Answers
will vary)
Who has seen God? (Real people have
actually seen God, Moses, Adam and Eve, Elijah,
disciples)
Do you think God can make himself look
like whatever he wants to look like? Yes.
Why can God do that? Because He is God and
he is all-powerful.


In today’s lesson we are going to see
that Elijah isn’t doing what God wants him
to be doing.  Elijah thinks that there is no
use for him to keep on preaching the Word
of God to the people of Israel because
they just worship the false idol Baal.  Elijah
wants to give up and die. God has a most
wonderful, miraculous message for Elijah to
teach him that it is not right to feel so
discouraged.  


God showed Elijah four mighty works
and told him that He was in one of those
four things.  The first was a strong wind
storm. The second was an earthquake. The
third was a fire. And the fourth was a quiet,
small voice. Which one do you think God
was in? Let each student pick one of the
choices.(If there is time ask them why they picked
their answer.)


Listen carefully to today’s story and
we will see in which one of the four things
God came to Elijah to tell him that he was
acting wrong.


(Write this outer aim on the chalkboard.)  


God came to Elijah to tell him
that he should not ever be


discouraged.


Queen Jezebel found out that
Elijah had killed the prophets of Baal on
Mt. Carmel.  She sent a message to
Elijah saying, “may the gods deal
severely with me, if, by this time


tomorrow, I do not make your life like
that of one of the dead priests.”  


After Elijah heard this, he ran 100
miles into the countryside where no one
was so that he could hide.  He sat
under a huge juniper tree and prayed
that God would end his life. He had
worked so hard to make his people
believe in their God. He had preached
so loud and so long. He did not think
that his hard work had made a
difference. Now Queen Jezebel was
after him.


Elijah fell asleep until an angel
touched him and said, “Get up and
eat.”  Elijah woke up and found some
bread and a jar of water.  He ate the
bread, drank the water, and fell back
asleep.  Then The Angel of the Lord
came back again and touched him
and said, “Get up and eat because
you have a long trip to make.”  Elijah
got up, ate the food and drank the
water. Then he got up and walked for
40 days and 40 nights without eating.  


Elijah then went to a mountain
called Horeb.  This was the same
mountain on which God talked to
Moses from the burning bush.  Elijah
lived in a cave on the mountain.  God
came to him there and said, “What are
you doing here?”


Elijah complained to God saying,
“I have served you Lord, but the
children of Israel have worshiped other
gods, and killed your prophets.  I am the
only one left, and they are trying to kill
me too.”


The Lord told Elijah to stand on the
mountain, and He would pass by Elijah. 
A strong wind blew across the mountain
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and knocked down rocks.  But the Lord
wasn’t in the strong wind.  Then there
was an earthquake that went in front of
Elijah, but the Lord wasn’t in the
earthquake.  Next came a fire that
passed by, but the Lord wasn’t in the
fire either.  Finally, a small voice
whispered to Elijah.  When Elijah heard
it, he was afraid because the Lord was
in that small voice.  


God’s voice said again to
Elijah,“What are you doing here?”  Elijah
gave the same answer as before.  Then


the Lord told Elijah, “Go, and find Elisha. 
He will be the next prophet after you. 
There are 7,000 people who have not
bowed down to worship the false god
Baal.  You are not the only one left.”


Elijah left to find Elisha who would
be the next prophet.  He found him
plowing a farm field with some oxen.  As
soon as Elijah saw Elisha, he threw his
coat on Elisha and told him that he
would be the next prophet.  Elisha knew
God had chosen him so he followed
Elijah.


Activity One - Answer the following questions by telling the answer from the lesson.


1. Why did Elijah leave to go into the wilderness?


2. Why was Elijah so sad?


3. Was he the only one left?


4. Who came to tell Elijah to eat?


5. What was special about the food that Elijah ate?


6. What did God have pass by in front of Elijah?


7. Which one was God in?


8. Why do think God was in the still small voice and not the powerful things?


9. What does God use to come to us?


10. What is in God’s Word that is so important for us?


The Gospel message is the still small voice that has the power to save
us from our sins.
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Activity Two -Color the background picture on page 4. It is side ways on the page.
Then color the figures on page 5. Next cut out the figures along the dotted lines. Glue or
tape the figures to popsicle sticks. Finally, use the figures to retell the story.
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Passages


2 Timothy 2:19 -  "The Lord knows those who are His,"


Should we ever think like Elijah did that we are the last believers on this earth?


Deuteronomy 31:6  "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid
of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not


leave you nor forsake you."


Should we ever worry that the Lord will leave us?


What does this Word, the Gospel message do for us?


Hymn - TLH #292 v. 1, 9


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heav’nly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.


Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, 


Thank You for sending Jesus as our Savior. Thank You for giving us the Gospel so we
can tell others that Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins.  In Your name we pray. 
Amen.
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Elijah in the Wilderness
1 Kings 19


Raise your hand if you have brothers or sisters.
What do you do or should you do if you see them
doing something your parents told them not to do? 


How would it make you feel if they kept doing it
and your parents didn’t even seem to notice or care? 


That’s exactly how Elijah felt today in our story. 
He served the Lord faithfully and he had just defeated
the prophets of Baal by killing them on Mt. Carmel.  All
the people saw God send down the fire to prove that
He was the True God of Israel and not a false god.  But
still, the children of Israel kept on worshiping this     false
god.  It made Elijah so upset that he didn’t even want to serve the Lord by preaching anymore.  He
didn’t think the people would ever believe and he just wanted to die.


Is this the kind of attitude that God wants us to have? Why not? 
In today’s story we are going to see how God showed Elijah that he needed to change his attitude,
to go and preach to the people.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for giving us the Gospel so we can listen and tell others that Jesus died on


the cross to take away our sins. Help us to listen to the teacher.  Thank You for sending Him as
our Savior.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 19


And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah
had done, also how he had executed all the
prophets with the sword. {2} Then Jezebel sent
a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So let the gods
do to me, and more also, if I do not make your
life as the life of one of them by tomorrow
about this time." 


{3} And when he saw that, he arose and
ran for his life, and went to Beersheba, which
belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. {4}
But he himself went a day's journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a
broom tree. And he prayed that he might die,
and said, "It is enough! Now, LORD, take my


life, for I am no better than my fathers!" {5} Then
as he lay and slept under a broom tree,
suddenly an angel touched him, and said to
him, "Arise and eat." 


{6} Then he looked, and there by his
head was a cake baked on coals, and a jar of
water. So he ate and drank, and lay down
again.


 {7} And the angel of the LORD came
back the second time, and touched him, and
said, "Arise and eat, because the journey is too
great for you." {8} So he arose, and ate and
drank; and he went in the strength of that food
forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb, the
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mountain of God. 
{9} And there he went into a cave, and


spent the night in that place; and behold, the
word of the LORD came to him, and He said to
him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"


 {10} So he said, "I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant,
torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets
with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek
to take my life." 


{11} Then He said, "Go out, and stand on
the mountain before the LORD." 


And behold, the LORD passed by, and a
great and strong wind tore into the mountains
and broke the rocks in pieces before the LORD,
but the LORD was not in the wind; and after
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not
in the earthquake; {12} and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the
fire; and after the fire a still small voice. {13} So
it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood
in the entrance of the cave. 


Suddenly a voice came to him, and
said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 


{14} And he said, "I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts; because
the children of Israel have forsaken Your
covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed
Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left;
and they seek to take my life."


 {15} Then the LORD said to him: "Go,
return on your way to the Wilderness of
Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint Hazael
as king over Syria. {16} "Also you shall anoint
Jehu the son of Nimshi as king over Israel. And
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah you
shall anoint as prophet in your place. {17} "It
shall be that whoever escapes the sword of
Hazael, Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the
sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. {18} "Yet I have
reserved seven thousand in Israel, all whose
knees have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not kissed him." 


{19} So he departed from there, and
found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him,
and he was with the twelfth. Then Elijah passed
by him and threw his mantle on him. {20} And
he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said,
"Please let me kiss my father and my mother,
and then I will follow you." 


And he said to him, "Go back again, for
what have I done to you?" 


{21} So Elisha turned back from him, and
took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them
and boiled their flesh, using the oxen's
equipment, and gave it to the people, and
they ate. Then he arose and followed Elijah,
and became his servant.


Outer Aim - God showed Elijah that he needed to change his attitude to go and
preach to the people.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the Fourth Petition (©Sydow Catechism 2000) below and
answer the questions.


The Fourth Petition
“Give us this day our daily bread.”


What does this mean?
God gives daily bread without our asking, even to unbelievers, but we pray in this petition


that He would teach us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.
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1. Why wasn’t Elijah’s attitude very good when he was praying to God? 


2. Elijah complained and felt sorry for himself. How did God respond to Elijah’s complaints?


3. What does this show us about God? 


4. Do we need to be concerned about our physical needs?  What is the most important
thing in life?


5. God’s way of salvation in the Gospel message seems foolish to so many people.  What
do they fail to realize about this Gospel message? 


Your Turn - Label the following pictures from the lesson.


wind storm


earthquake


fire


quiet voice
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What the Story Tells Us - Cut out the sentences and put them in the correct order so
that they tell the story presented in the lesson.


_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah had the prophets of Baal killed on Mt. Carmel.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Jezebel promised to kill Elijah before the next night.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah ran away into the wilderness.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah prayed to God asking God to take his life.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah ate the miracle food that gave him strength for 40 days.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


God said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah said, “I have served you Lord, but the Israelites worship other gods.  I alone am left.”
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


God told Elijah to come out of the cave and He would pass before Elijah.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


A great windstorm passed by tearing down rocks, but God wasn’t in it.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


An earthquake came before Elijah, but God wasn’t in it.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


A fire passed in front of Elijah, but God wasn’t in it.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


A still small voice spoke to Elijah and God was in it.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


God asked Elijah again, “What are you doing here?”
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


Elijah gave the same excuse as before.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _


God told Elijah to go and get Elisha for he would be the next prophet of Israel.
_   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _   _
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Inner Aim - The Gospel message is the still small voice that has the power to
save us from our sins.


Passages


2 Timothy 2:19 -  "The Lord knows those who are His,"


Deuteronomy 31:6  "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for
the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you."


Romans 1:16 -  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.


Hymn - TLH #292 v. 1, 2, 8, 9


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heav’nly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.


In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till life is spent,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament.


A trusty weapon is Thy Word,
Thy Church’s buckler, shield and sword.
Oh, let us in its power confide
That we may seek no other guide!


Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for giving us Your still small voice, the Gospel message which is the power of


salvation for all who believe it.  Let us trust in Your ways for they are good and perfect.  Thank
You for making Your plan of salvation complete for us by sending Jesus to die on the cross to
take away all our sins.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.
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Elijah in the Wilderness
1 Kings 19


Raise your hand if you have brothers or sisters.
What do you do or should you do if you see them


doing something your parents told them not do? 
How would it make you feel if they kept doing it


and your parents didn’t even seem to notice or care? 
That’s exactly how Elijah felt today in our story. 


He served the Lord faithfully and he just defeated the
prophets of Baal by killing them on Mt. Carmel.  All the
people saw that God sent down the fire to prove that He was the True God of Israel and
not a false god.  But still, the children of Israel kept on worshiping this false god.  It made
Elijah so upset that he didn’t even want to serve the Lord by preaching anymore.  He didn’t
think the people would ever believe and he just wanted to die.


Is this the kind of attitude that God wants us to have? Why not? 
In today’s story, we are going to see how God showed Elijah that he needed to change his
attitude, to go and preach to the people.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for giving us the Gospel so we can listen and tell others
that Jesus died on the cross to take away our sins. Thank You for sending Him as our Savior. 
Help us to listen to the teacher.  In Your name we pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 19


And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah
had done, also how he had executed all
the prophets with the sword. {2} Then
Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,
"So let the gods do to me, and more also, if
I do not make your life as the life of one of
them by tomorrow about this time." 


{3} And when he saw that, he arose
and ran for his life, and went to Beersheba,
which belongs to Judah, and left his
servant there. {4} But he himself went a
day's journey into the wilderness, and


came and sat down under a broom tree.
And he prayed that he might die, and
said, "It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life,
for I am no better than my fathers!" {5}
Then as he lay and slept under a broom
tree, suddenly an angel touched him, and
said to him, "Arise and eat." 


{6} Then he looked, and there by his
head was a cake baked on coals, and a
jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay
down again.


 {7} And the angel of the LORD
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came back the second time, and touched
him, and said, "Arise and eat, because the
journey is too great for you." {8} So he arose,
and ate and drank; and he went in the
strength of that food forty days and forty
nights as far as Horeb, the mountain of
God. 


{9} And there he went into a cave,
and spent the night in that place; and
behold, the word of the LORD came to
him, and He said to him, "What are you
doing here, Elijah?"


 {10} So he said, "I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the
children of Israel have forsaken Your
covenant, torn down Your altars, and
killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left; and they seek to take my life." 


{11} Then He said, "Go out, and
stand on the mountain before the LORD." 


And behold, the LORD passed by,
and a great and strong wind tore into the
mountains and broke the rocks in pieces
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in
the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake; {12} and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in
the fire; and after the fire a still small voice.
{13} So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went
out and stood in the entrance of the cave. 


Suddenly a voice came to him, and
said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" 


{14} And he said, "I have been very
zealous for the LORD God of hosts;
because the children of Israel have
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your
altars, and killed Your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left; and they seek to
take my life."


 {15} Then the LORD said to him: "Go,
return on your way to the Wilderness of
Damascus; and when you arrive, anoint
Hazael as king over Syria. {16} "Also you
shall anoint Jehu the son of Nimshi as king
over Israel. And Elisha the son of Shaphat
of Abel Meholah you shall anoint as
prophet in your place. {17} "It shall be that
whoever escapes the sword of Hazael,
Jehu will kill; and whoever escapes the
sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. {18} "Yet I have
reserved seven thousand in Israel, all
whose knees have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him." 


{19} So he departed from there, and
found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was
plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before
him, and he was with the twelfth. Then
Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle
on him. {20} And he left the oxen and ran
after Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my
father and my mother, and then I will
follow you." 


And he said to him, "Go back again,
for what have I done to you?" 


{21} So Elisha turned back from him,
and took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered
them and boiled their flesh, using the
oxen's equipment, and gave it to the
people, and they ate. Then he arose and
followed Elijah, and became his servant.
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Outer Aim - God showed Elijah that he needed to change his attitude, to go
and preach to the people.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why was Elijah running into the wilderness? 


2. Why was she going to kill him?


3. What was special about this food? 


4. Why did God ask Elijah what he was doing in the cave? 


5. What does Elijah’s response show us about Elijah? 


6. In whom was Elijah putting his trust and confidence? 


7. How did God show that Elijah was being foolish? 


8. Why do you think God came to Elijah in the still small voice and not the powerful
destructive wind, earthquake, and fire? 







Old Testament 4 Elijah in the Wilderness  - Level 4


9. What do you think that still small voice is? 


10. How did God comfort Elijah by using the still small voice? 


Inner Aim - The Gospel message is the still small voice that has the power to
save us from our sins.
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Your Turn - Read the Fourth Petition (©Sydow Catechism 2000) below and answer the questions.
The Fourth Petition


“Give us this day our daily bread.”
What does this mean?


God gives daily bread without our asking, even to unbelievers, but we pray in this petition
that He would teach us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.


Why wasn’t Elijah’s attitude very good when he was praying to God?


 
Elijah complained and felt sorry for himself. How did God respond to Elijah’s complaints? 


What does this show us about God? 


Do we need to be concerned about our physical needs?  What is the most important thing
in life?


God’s way of Salvation in the Gospel message seems foolish to so many people.  What do
they fail to realize about this Gospel message? 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Read Romans 1:16.  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek.”  Why does this passage fit our Bible story today?


2. Read I Corinthians 1:18-21. “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written:
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of
the prudent.’  Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the
foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”   In our story today,
what would the world think about God coming in the still small voice?
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3. According to that passage why has God chosen to use the still small voice to save
people?  


4. What is the only way to Salvation which the world thinks is foolishness but is really the
wisdom of God?


Passages


2 Timothy 2:19 -  "The Lord knows those who are His,"


Deuteronomy 31:6  "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for
the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you."


Romans 1:16 -  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.


Hymn - TLH #292 v. 1, 2, 8, 9


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,
For round us falls the eventide;
Nor let Thy Word, that heav’nly light,
For us be ever veiled in night.


In these last days of sore distress
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness
That pure we keep, till life is spent,
Thy holy Word and Sacrament.


A trusty weapon is Thy Word,
Thy Church’s buckler, shield and sword.
Oh, let us in its power confide
That we may seek no other guide!


Oh, grant that in Thy holy Word
We here may live and die, dear Lord;
And when our journey endeth here,
Receive us into glory there.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for giving us Your still small voice, the Gospel message which is the power of


salvation for all who believe it.  Let us trust in Your ways for they are good and perfect. 
Thank You for making Your plan of salvation complete for us by sending Jesus to die on the
cross to take away all our sins.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.
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STORY 7/31/03


Elijah in the Wilderness - I Kings 19


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, all of us are weak in so many ways. As your people, we are challenged on every hand and
need Your wisdom, encouragement and strength every day. As a teacher of Your lambs, give me Your
Spirit that I may help to prepare them to live in a world of sin. They need to know that in the midst of the
struggles of life You will never let them down but will be with them always even unto the end of the world.
Help us all to remember Your words, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Mat. 5:10)


VOCABULARY
Beersheba - about 50 miles SW of Jerusalem
Broom tree - a type of juniper
Mt. Horeb / Mt. Sinai - Approx. 250 miles south of Jerusalem


OUTER AIM
Elijah is depressed by the unbelief of the people of Israel.


INNER AIM
God’s kingdom will endure regardless of the unbelief of man.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. I, pp. 352 - 356)
Elijah was emotionally spent. For years he had preached, admonished, exhorted and rebuked the people of
Israel in the Northern Kingdom. Yet, the constant slide toward make-believe gods of the surrounding
nations continued.  The teachings of this man-made religion appealed to their reason and their sinful flesh. 
God had made one last, clear and irrefutable testimony through the prophet Elijah on Mount Carmel.  As a
result for a short time, the people acknowledged the LORD God as the one true God and carried out the
instruction of Elijah to execute the false prophets. This was in accord with the law of God. (Cf. Deut. 13:5;
12: 29 - 32)


This may seem extremely harsh. Yet, we must remember that the preservation of the promise of redemption
in the Messiah was intricately connected with the nation of Israel. The LORD God was fighting for our life! 
At stake was nothing less than our life with God for time and for eternity.


As we recall from the previous lesson, Satan never quits. In the New Testament era our Lord nowhere
instructs us to exterminate false prophets. The Messiah has come. His kingdom has been established in the
Christ. Yet, the struggle goes on. This war against Satan and his followers is well described in Ephesians
6:10 -18.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, before me stands the future.  There are many unknowns,  but I do know who holds the future. I
pray that You will fill me with Your Spirit that I may face my tomorrow with a confident expectation. Help
me to remember that You are always first in my life. Help me to confess Your name before all by word and
action regardless of the consequences.  I know that You will never let me down but will bless me.  In Your
holy name I pray. Amen
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PRESENTATION
Answers to introductory questions.
Answers will vary
Real people have actually seen God, Moses, Adam and Eve, Elijah, disciples.
Yes.
Because He is God and he is all-powerful.


Let each student pick one of the choices.(If there is time ask them why they picked their answer.


Write this outer aim on the chalkboard after the introductory remarks.  
God came to Elijah to tell him that he was acting in 
a wrong way.


Activity One - Answer the following questions by telling the answer from the lesson. The answers are in italics.


1. Why did Elijah leave to go into the wilderness?  He was getting away from Jezebel who was going to kill him.


2. Why was Elijah so sad?  He thought he was the only believer left in Israel.


3. Was he the only one left?  No, there were 7,000 people that believed in God.


4. Who came to tell Elijah to eat?  An angel.


5. What was special about the food that Elijah ate?  God blessed it so after he ate it he didn’t have to eat for 40
days.


6. What did God have pass in front of Elijah?  A windstorm, an earthquake, a fire, and a still small voice.


7. Which one was God in?  The still small voice.


8. Why do think God was in the still small voice and not the powerful things?  God used it to show that His power is
the Gospel.  (Ask this follow up question if they can’t figure this last one out.)


9. What does God use to come to us?  He uses His Word the Gospel.


10. What is in God’s Word that is so important for us?  We learn about Jesus and how He saved us from our sins.  This is
the Gospel message.


Elijah had done the Lord’s work faithfully. That is all the Lord asked him to do. Yet, in his assessment his labors were
in vain. Jezebel had threatened to take his life “tomorrow about this time.” Besides that, the children of Israel had
forsaken the LORD and had given themselves to the worship of Baal.


Elijah had fled to Beersheba and went a day’s journey into the wilderness. There he prayed that the LORD would take
him from this world. But the LORD had something He wished for Elijah to do first. The LORD watched over him as he
slept under a broom tree. The angel of the LORD prepared food on a fire and provided water. He was being prepared
for the 200-mile trip to Horeb, “the mountain of God.”


There in a cave the LORD came to Elijah with a very simple question: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Elijah
explained, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken Your
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covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my
life.” (Vs. 10) Yet, the LORD had a very important lesson to teach Elijah, His faithful servant in a very graphic way.


First, there was the strong wind that broke rocks into pieces. The LORD was not in the wind.


Secondly, there was an earthquake violently shaking the ground. The LORD was not in the earthquake.


Thirdly, there was a consuming fire.  The LORD was not in the fire.  Finally, Elijah heard “a still small voice.”  He
covered his face in reverent awe and went out to hear the LORD ask again, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  What
was Elijah to learn from this? 


Ask the children to give their thoughts regarding this rather graphic display of God’s power and gentleness. How might
one compare the wind, the earthquake and the fire? How do they differ from the “still small voice?” What was the
purpose of asking for the second time, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”


Compare the condemning nature of the Law with the gentle loving nature of the Gospel. Had Elijah become so
disturbed by the unfaithfulness of the people of Israel that he no longer could function in his ministry in a fashion pleasing
to God? Is that why God asked His servant to answer that simple question, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” If Elijah
would answer that question after examining his heart, he would find an answer to his inner turmoil. 


APPLICATION
All God’s people need to recognize that He who rescued us from the slime pit of sin and washed us clean in the blood
of Jesus has one primary purpose for us, His purchased people, namely, “that you may proclaim the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (I Peter 2:9) All of us wish to be successful in our endeavors
in life. So also, we hope and pray for a positive response when we are engaged in the labors of our Lord’s kingdom.
Yet, our success or failure is not determined by a hoped-for positive response. Our Lord wishes for us to realize that,
as we work with Him and for Him He has given us a special duty. He has not asked much of us. He has simply invited
us to share the blessings in Christ, which He has given to us. The only way we can fail is if we refuse to give His love to
others. Our success is simply in the doing of it.


Our Lord never asks us to build His church.  He has reserved that for Himself. “I will build my Church,” says the Lord.
(Matt. 16:18)  It appears Elijah lost sight of this all-important truth.  As a result, he became extremely depressed and
stopped sharing God’s Word with others. That was not good.  The Lord also warned His disciples when they were
filled with excitement because their work was producing positive results. The Savior cautioned,  “Do not rejoice in this,
that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” (Luke 19:20) The fact
that their names were written in heaven would be a constant, solid basis for rejoicing regardless of the reaction of their
hearers to the Gospel.  The kingdom labors will have many ups and downs, bu tour basis for rejoicing must remain
constant and sure. Praise the Lord!
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Luke 10:20 - “Rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”


I Peter 2:9 - “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”


Matthew 5:10 - “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”


Ephesians 6:10-11 - “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor
of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”


HYMN CHOICES
All Praise To God, Who Reigns Above - TLH #19
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - TLH #262
Soldiers Of The Cross, Arise - TLH #501
How Firm A Foundation, Ye Saints Of The Lord - TLH #427 
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Naboth’s Vineyard
1 Kings 21-22
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The Story
Naboth had a vineyard near King


Ahab’s palace. King Ahab wanted
Naboth’s vineyard.  He said, “Give me
your vineyard, so I can plant a garden
since it is so close to my house.  I will
pay you, or I will buy you a different
vineyard.”


Naboth said, “I can’t.  It is from my
father.  God wants me to keep it.”


King Ahab went home and was
sad.  He went to bed and wouldn’t eat.
When Queen Jezebel saw him, she
asked, “Why are you so sad that you
won’t eat?”


King Ahab told her about the
vineyard.  Queen Jezebel said, “You’re
the king.  Let me get Naboth’s vineyard
for you.”


Jezebel wrote letters as if she was


 King Ahab.  She sent them to the
leaders of the town.  The leaders should
find two men who would lie about
Naboth.  Those men should say that
Naboth said bad things about God and
the king.  Then they would have to take
Naboth and stone him to death.


The leaders did what the letter
said.  They threw stones at Naboth until
he died.  Jezebel told Ahab that
Naboth was dead. Ahab took the
vineyard.  


God sent Elijah to Ahab.  Elijah
said, “God says, ‘You did evil things. You
will die.  Jezebel will die, too.’ ”


A while later King Ahab went to
war. King Ahab was hit with an arrow.
He died.  A little later Jezebel died, too.


Ahab and Jezebel went against God and with Satan to get what they
wanted.


Activity One - Follow the directions below to color the picture on page 1.


1. Circle the man who owns the vineyard.


2. What is his name?


3. Why could he not sell the vineyard?


4. Put an X on the king.


5. What is his name?


6. Why did he want the vineyard?


7. What sin did the king do because he wanted the vineyard in a sinful way (covet)?


8. Color the rest of the picture.
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Activity Two -Follow the directions below.


1. Ahab did not  love Naboth like God want ed.
Draw and color grapes to show that Ahab
coveted Naboth’s vineyard.


2. Draw and color stones to show how Naboth
was murdered.


3. Draw and color a heart to show that  God wants
us to love Him and everyone else more than
things.


A life without God always leads to disaster in time and for eternity. A
life with God is full of blessing now and in eternity. 
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Passages


Matthew 22:39 -  'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'


Deuteronomy 5:21 -   'You shall not covet ...'


Deuteronomy 5:17 -   'You shall not murder.


Hymn - TLH #416 v. 1, 4


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Make me to walk in Thy commands - 
‘Tis a delightful road -
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.  Amen.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
You love me so much that You died for me. Thank You. Help me to love You and all


people as Your commandments tell.  Amen.
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Naboth’s Vineyard
1 Kings 21-22
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The Story


Naboth owned a vineyard near
the palace of King Ahab.  King Ahab
wanted Naboth’s vineyard.  He said,
“Give me your vineyard, so I can
plant a vegetable garden since it is
so close to my house.  I will pay you,
or I will buy you a different vineyard.”


Naboth answered, “I can’t.  It is
my inheritance.  God wants me to
keep it.”


King Ahab went home and
pouted.  He went to bed and
wouldn’t eat.  When Queen Jezebel
saw him, she asked, “Why are you so
sad that you won’t eat?”


King Ahab told her about the
vineyard.  Queen Jezebel said,
“You’re the king in Israel.  I’ll take
care of it and get Naboth’s vineyard
for you.”


Jezebel wrote letters in King
Ahab’s name.  She sent them to the
leaders of the town.  The letters said
that they should have a city-wide
fast and give Naboth a place of
honor.  They should also find two
men who would lie about Naboth. 
Those men should say that Naboth
dishonored God and the king.  Then


they would have to take Naboth
and stone him to death.


The leaders did what the letter
said.  So Naboth was stoned and
died.  The leaders sent a letter to
Jezebel to tell her it was done. 
Jezebel told Ahab, and Ahab took
the vineyard.  


God told Elijah to go to Ahab in
the vineyard.  Elijah said, “God says,
‘Do you murder and take?’  God
says, ‘You will die, and the dogs will
lick your blood in the same place
that they licked Naboth’s blood. 
You will not have any grandchildren
or great-grandchildren.  Jezebel will
die, too.’ ”


A while later, King Ahab went
to war.  He put on a disguise to
protect himself. God directed an
arrow and it hit King Ahab.  Ahab
told his chariot driver to take him out
of the battle, but he died in his
chariot later that evening.  His body
was taken to Samaria.  The blood
that was washed out of the chariot
was licked up by the dogs just like
God said.  A while later, Jezebel was
killed, too.


Ahab and Jezebel went against God and with Satan to get what they
wanted.
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Activity One - Write the word and then find it in the WORD SEARCH. The words go
across, down and diagonally.


1. the king’s name___________________


2. the queen’s name________________


3. what Naboth owned that the king wanted________________


4. the crime for which Naboth was killed___________________


5. what the people used to kill Naboth__________________


6. the man God sent to Ahab_______________________


A
H
A
B
S
R
C
B
I


C
R
N
B
T
W
B
L
E


L
O
U
R
B
Q
A
A
W


J
V
E
Q
L
D
R
S
C


E
L
I
J
A
H
T
P
V


Z
V
S
N
O
Y
I
H
I


E
L
I
N
E
O
P
E
N


B
F
W
U
H
Y
S
M
E


E
K
O
P
B
E
A
Y
U


L
X
J
L
R
Q
L
R
C


M
T
D
F
X
C
Z
D
D


N
R
S
T
O
N
E
S
M


A life without God always leads to disaster in time and for eternity. A
life with God is full of blessing now and in eternity. 
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Activity Two -Follow the directions below.


1. Ahab did not love Naboth like God wanted.
Draw and color grapes to show that Ahab
coveted Naboth’s vineyard.


2. Draw and color stones to show how Naboth
was murdered.


3. Ahab was punished by God for his sins against
Naboth. Draw a bow and arrow to show how
Ahab died.


4. Draw and color a heart to show that God
wants us to love Him and everyone else more
than things.
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Passages


Matthew 22:39 -  'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'


The Fifth Commandment ©Sydow Catechism 2000


You shall not murder.
What does this mean?


We should fear and love God that we do not hurt nor harm our neighbor’s
body; but we should help and be a friend to him in every bodily need.


The Ninth Commandment ©Sydow Catechism 2000


You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?


We should fear and love God that we do not sinfully desire to get our
neighbor’s inheritance or house by a trick or in a way that appears to be right;


but we should do everything we can to help him keep what is his.


Hymn - TLH #416 v. 1, 4


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Make me to walk in Thy commands - 
‘Tis a delightful road -
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.  Amen.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,  
I, too, have coveted things that belong to other people. I have also hurt


people.  Thank You for taking away my sin. You love me so much that You died
for me.  Help me to love people so that I do not hurt them.    Amen
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Naboth’s Vineyard
1 Kings 21:1-24, 22:30-38; 2 Kings 9:30-37


What are some things that God says everyone needs to live on this earth?
How many of these things do you have?
What are some things that you have beyond those needed things?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, Thank You for all the blessings You have given us.  Help us to be
content with what we have.  Please help us to love and care for each other.  Forgive us
when we want things You don’t want us to have.  Forgive us when we want things that
belong to other people. Keep us from going after things that belong to other people and
things You don’t want us to have. In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 21, 22; 2 Kings 9


1 Kings 21:1  And it came to pass after
these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a
vineyard which was in Jezreel, next to the palace
of Ahab king of Samaria. {2} So Ahab spoke to
Naboth, saying, "Give me your vineyard, that I
may have it for a vegetable garden, because it
is near, next to my house; and for it I will give you
a vineyard better than it. Or, if it seems good to
you, I will give you its worth in money." 


{3} But Naboth said to Ahab, "The LORD
forbid that I should give the inheritance of my
fathers to you!" 


{4} So Ahab went into his house sullen and
displeased because of the word which Naboth
the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said,
"I will not give you the inheritance of my fathers."
And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his
face, and would eat no food. 


{5} But Jezebel his wife came to him, and
said to him, "Why is your spirit so sullen that you
eat no food?"


{6} He said to her, "Because I spoke to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, 'Give me
your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you,
I will give you another vineyard for it.' And he
answered, 'I will not give you my vineyard.'" 


{7} Then Jezebel his wife said to him, "You
now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat food,


and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."


{8} And she wrote letters in Ahab's name,
sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to the
elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city
with Naboth. {9} She wrote in the letters, saying,
Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor
among the people; {10} and seat two men,
scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him,
saying, "You have blasphemed God and the king."
Then take him out, and stone him, that he may die.


{11} So the men of his city, the elders and
nobles who were inhabitants of his city, did as
Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the
letters which she had sent to them. {12} They
proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with high
honor among the people. {13} And two men,
scoundrels, came in and sat before him; and the
scoundrels witnessed against him, against Naboth,
in the presence of the people, saying, "Naboth has
blasphemed God and the king!" Then they took
him outside the city and stoned him with stones, so
that he died. {14} Then they sent to Jezebel, saying,
"Naboth has been stoned and is dead." 


{15} And it came to pass, when Jezebel
heard that Naboth had been stoned and was
dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite,
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which he refused to give you for money; for
Naboth is not alive, but dead." {16} So it was,
when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that
Ahab got up and went down to take possession
of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 


{17} Then the word of the LORD came to
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, {18} "Arise, go down to
meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria.
There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he
has gone down to take possession of it. {19} "You
shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the LORD:
"Have you murdered and also taken possession?"
' And you shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the
LORD: "In the place where dogs licked the blood
of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours."'
" 


{20} So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you
found me, O my enemy?" 


And he answered, "I have found you,
because you have sold yourself to do evil in the
sight of the LORD: {21} 'Behold, I will bring calamity
on you. I will take away your posterity, and will cut
off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond
and free. {22} 'I will make your house like the
house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of
the provocation with which you have provoked
Me to anger, and made Israel sin.' 


{23} "And concerning Jezebel the LORD
also spoke, saying, 'The dogs shall eat Jezebel by
the wall of Jezreel.' 


{24} "The dogs shall eat whoever belongs
to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of the
air shall eat whoever dies in the field."


22:30  And the king of Israel said to
Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go into
battle; but you put on your robes." So the king of
Israel disguised himself and went into battle. 


{31} Now the king of Syria had
commanded the thirty-two captains of his
chariots, saying, "Fight with no one small or great,
but only with the king of Israel." {32} So it was,
when the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, that they said, "Surely it is the king
of Israel!" Therefore they turned aside to fight
against him, and Jehoshaphat cried out. {33} And


it happened, when the captains of the chariots
saw that it was not the king of Israel, that they
turned back from pursuing him. 


{34} Now a certain man drew a bow at
random, and struck the king of Israel between the
joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his
chariot, "Turn around and take me out of the battle,
for I am wounded." {35} The battle increased that
day; and the king was propped up in his chariot,
facing the Syrians, and died at evening. The blood
ran out from the wound onto the floor of the
chariot. {36} Then, as the sun was going down, a
shout went throughout the army, saying, "Every
man to his city, and every man to his own country!"


{37} So the king died, and was brought to
Samaria. And they buried the king in Samaria. {38}
Then someone washed the chariot at a pool in
Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while
the harlots bathed, according to the word of the
LORD which He had spoken.


2 Kings 9:30 Now when Jehu had come to
Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put paint on
her eyes and adorned her head, and looked
through a window. {31} Then, as Jehu entered at
the gate, she said, "Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of
your master?" 


{32} And he looked up at the window,  and
said, "Who is on my side? Who?" So two or three
eunuchs looked out at him. {33} Then he said,
"Throw her down." So they threw her down, and
some of her blood spattered on the wall and on
the horses; and he trampled her underfoot. 


{34} And when he had gone in, he ate and
drank. Then he said, "Go now, see to this accursed
woman, and bury her, for she was a king's
daughter." {35} So they went to bury her, but they
found no more of her than the skull and the feet
and the palms of her hands. {36} Therefore they
came back and told him. And he said, "This is the
word of the LORD, which He spoke by His servant
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 'On the plot of ground at
Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; {37} 'and
the corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the
surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that
they shall not say, "Here lies Jezebel."' "


Outer Aim - Ahab and Jezebel went against God and with Satan to get what they
wanted.







Old Testament 3 Naboth’s Vineyard  - Level 3


What the Story Tells Us - Number these events in the order in which they happened.


_____ Liars said that Naboth was a blasphemer.


_____ Elijah told Ahab he would die because of what happened to Naboth.


_____ Naboth was stoned to death.


_____ Ahab tried to buy Naboth’s vineyard.


_____ Jezebel died.


_____ Jezebel sent letters to the leaders to tell them to arrange Naboth’s death.


_____ Ahab died.


_____ Ahab pouted when he couldn’t get what he wanted.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use the following questions for discussion.


1. Against which commandment did Ahab sin when he kept on wanting Naboth’s vineyard
after he found out he couldn’t have it?


2. Against which commandment did Jezebel sin when she arranged to get Naboth’s vineyard
by a seemingly legal way?


3. Against which commandment did the liars sin when they testified falsely against Naboth?


4. Against which commandment was Naboth’s death?


5. How are Ahab and Jezebel guilty of all these sins?


6. What did they deserve for their sins?


7. How could they have avoided eternal damnation?


8. Against which commandment did they sin by not depending on God for everything?


Inner Aim - A life without God always leads to disaster in time and for eternity. A
life with God is full of blessing now and in eternity. 
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Your Turn - List ten things for which you are thankful. From Whom have these things come?


1.  


2.  


3.   


4.  


5.


6.  


7.  


8.  


9.  


10.  


Passages


Galatians 6:7-8 -  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he
will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.


1 Timothy 6:6-9 -  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we
shall be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.


1 John 2:15 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love
of the Father is not in him.


Matthew 22:37-39 -  Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' "


Psalm 1:6 -  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.
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Hymn  - Read TLH #395 v. 1-4, 7, 8 and answer these questions together with the class.


O God, Thou faithful God, Thou Fountain ever flowing,
Who good and perfect gifts in mercy art bestowing,
Give me a healthy frame, and may I have within
A conscience free from blame, a soul unhurt by sin!


Grant Thou me strength to do with ready heart and willing
Whate’er Thou shalt command, my calling here fulfilling;
To do it when I ought, with all my might, and bless
The work I thus have wrought, for Thou must give success.


Oh, let me never speak what bounds of truth exceedeth;
Grant that no idle word from out my mouth proceedeth;
And then, when in my place I must and ought to speak,
My words grant pow’r and grace lest I offend the weak.


If dangers gather round, still keep me calm and fearless;
Help me to bear the cross when life is dark and cheerless;
And let me win my foe with words and actions kind.
When counsel I would know, good counsel let me find.


Let me depart this life confiding in my Savior;
Do Thou my soul receive that it may live forever;
And let my body have a quiet resting-place
Within a Christian grave; and let it sleep in peace.


And on that solemn Day when all the dead are waking.
Stretch o’er my grave Thy hand, Thyself my slumbers breaking.
Then let me hear Thy voice, change Thou this earthly frame,
And bid me aye rejoice with those who love Thy name.


1. Which phrase of hymn 395, stanza 1,


describes God’s generosity? 


2. Which stanza asks for a committed spirit to


serving God?


3. Which stanza talks about guarding our


speech?  In what ways?


4. Read stanza 4.  Who in the lesson had to


face great danger? 


5. Read stanza 7.  Which person in our lesson


did not have a Christian grave?


6. Who will be raised on the last day?   


7. Which people do we pray to join? 


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, Thank You for all the blessings You have given me.  Help me to see that I do not
need to want things that other people have or try to get things in evil ways.  You know what I
need.  You love me so much You want to give me whatever is good for me.  You have the
power to give me those things that are good for me.  Forgive me when I forget and start to
covet.   Thank You especially for the forgiveness of my sins and the promise of heaven.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament  Naboth’s Vineyard - Level 4      8/6/02


Naboth’s Vineyard
1 Kings 21:1-24, 22:30-38; 2 Kings 9:30-37


What are some things that God says everyone needs to live on this earth?
How many of these things do you have?
What are some things that you have beyond those needed things?


Prayer
Dear Lord, You have been so generous to me by providing everything I need for my body
and my soul.  Help me to remember this every day. Forgive me when I covet and when I hurt
other people because of my selfishness.  Lord, give me a contented and loving heart so that
I may help and be of service to others and may avoid getting into things that help Satan. 
Lord, keep me faithful to You that I may join You in heaven.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 21, 22; 2 Kings 9


1 Kings 21:1  And it came to pass after
these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a
vineyard which was in Jezreel, next to the
palace of Ahab king of Samaria. {2} So Ahab
spoke to Naboth, saying, "Give me your
vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable
garden, because it is near, next to my house;
and for it I will give you a vineyard better than
it. Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its
worth in money." 


{3} But Naboth said to Ahab, "The LORD
forbid that I should give the inheritance of my
fathers to you!" 


{4} So Ahab went into his house sullen
and displeased because of the word which
Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he
had said, "I will not give you the inheritance of
my fathers." And he lay down on his bed, and
turned away his face, and would eat no food. 


{5} But Jezebel his wife came to him, and
said to him, "Why is your spirit so sullen that you
eat no food?"


{6} He said to her, "Because I spoke to
Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, 'Give
me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases
you, I will give you another vineyard for it.' And
he answered, 'I will not give you my vineyard.'" 


{7} Then Jezebel his wife said to him, "You
now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat


food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give
you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite."


{8} And she wrote letters in Ahab's
name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the
letters to the elders and the nobles who were
dwelling in the city with Naboth. {9} She wrote
in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and seat
Naboth with high honor among the people;
{10} and seat two men, scoundrels, before him
to bear witness against him, saying, "You have
blasphemed God and the king." Then take him
out, and stone him, that he may die. 


{11} So the men of his city, the elders
and nobles who were inhabitants of his city,
did as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was
written in the letters which she had sent to
them. {12} They proclaimed a fast, and seated
Naboth with high honor among the people.
{13} And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat
before him; and the scoundrels witnessed
against him, against Naboth, in the presence
of the people, saying, "Naboth has
blasphemed God and the king!" Then they
took him outside the city and stoned him with
stones, so that he died. {14} Then they sent to
Jezebel, saying, "Naboth has been stoned and
is dead." 


{15} And it came to pass, when Jezebel
heard that Naboth had been stoned and was
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dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, "Arise, take
possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for
money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead." {16}
So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, that Ahab got up and went down to
take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite. 


{17} Then the word of the LORD came to
Elijah the Tishbite, saying, {18} "Arise, go down to
meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria.
There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he
has gone down to take possession of it. {19}
"You shall speak to him, saying, 'Thus says the
LORD: "Have you murdered and also taken
possession?" ' And you shall speak to him,
saying, 'Thus says the LORD: "In the place where
dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick
your blood, even yours."' " 


{20} So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you
found me, O my enemy?" 


And he answered, "I have found you,
because you have sold yourself to do evil in the
sight of the LORD: {21} 'Behold, I will bring
calamity on you. I will take away your posterity,
and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel,
both bond and free. {22} 'I will make your house
like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah,
because of the provocation with which you
have provoked Me to anger, and made Israel
sin.' 


{23} "And concerning Jezebel the LORD
also spoke, saying, 'The dogs shall eat Jezebel
by the wall of Jezreel.' 


{24} "The dogs shall eat whoever belongs
to Ahab and dies in the city, and the birds of
the air shall eat whoever dies in the field."


22:30  And the king of Israel said to
Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go into
battle; but you put on your robes." So the king
of Israel disguised himself and went into battle. 


{31} Now the king of Syria had
commanded the thirty-two captains of his
chariots, saying, "Fight with no one small or
great, but only with the king of Israel." {32} So it
was, when the captains of the chariots saw
Jehoshaphat, that they said, "Surely it is the king
of Israel!" Therefore they turned aside to fight
against him, and Jehoshaphat cried out.      


 {33} And it happened, when the captains of
the chariots saw that it was not the king of
Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. 


{34} Now a certain man drew a bow at
random, and struck the king of Israel between
the joints of his armor. So he said to the driver
of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out of
the battle, for I am wounded." {35} The battle
increased that day; and the king was propped
up in his chariot, facing the Syrians, and died
at evening. The blood ran out from the wound
onto the floor of the chariot. {36} Then, as the
sun was going down, a shout went throughout
the army, saying, "Every man to his city, and
every man to his own country!" 


{37} So the king died, and was brought
to Samaria. And they buried the king in
Samaria. {38} Then someone washed the
chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs
licked up his blood while the harlots bathed,
according to the word of the LORD which He
had spoken.


2 Kings 9:30 Now when Jehu had come
to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put
paint on her eyes and adorned her head, and
looked through a window. {31} Then, as Jehu
entered at the gate, she said, "Is it peace,
Zimri, murderer of your master?" 


{32} And he looked up at the window, 
and said, "Who is on my side? Who?" So two or
three eunuchs looked out at him. {33} Then he
said, "Throw her down." So they threw her
down, and some of her blood spattered on the
wall and on the horses; and he trampled her
underfoot. 


{34} And when he had gone in, he ate
and drank. Then he said, "Go now, see to this
accursed woman, and bury her, for she was a
king's daughter." {35} So they went to bury her,
but they found no more of her than the skull
and the feet and the palms of her hands. {36}
Therefore they came back and told him. And
he said, "This is the word of the LORD, which He
spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying,
'On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat
the flesh of Jezebel; {37} 'and the corpse of
Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the
field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall
not say, "Here lies Jezebel."' "







Old Testament 3 Naboth’s Vineyard  - Level 4


Outer Aim - As instruments of Satan, Ahab and Jezebel carried out the Devil’s
murderous plans.


What the Story Tells Us - Identify the person from the lesson who fits the description.


1. Rightfully owned a vineyard______________________


2. Wanted to honor God with His inheritance_____________________


3. Was not happy with “no” as an answer____________________


4. Pouted and was depressed____________________


5. Set up an evil plan___________________


6. Was lied about____________________


7. Was killed because he had something someone else wanted________________


8. Was instructed by God to reprove a sinner______________________


9. Went into battle with Jehoshaphat___________________


10. Wore a disguise to try to protect himself__________________


11. Died in the battle___________________


12. Was thrown out a window___________________


13. Was eaten, after dying, by dogs_______________


What God’s Word Tells Us - Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse.


1. _____ It is OK to go after anything you want.


2. _____ Godliness with contentment is great gain.


3. _____ The end justifies the means


4. _____ God knows when we covet.


5. _____ Coveting often leads to other sins.


6. _____ Coveting is unforgivable.


7. _____ Contentment is the opposite of coveting.


8. _____ Everything that is legal is right in God’s eyes.


9. _____ Greediness can lead people away from God.


10. _____ The love of money is the root of all evil.
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Your Turn 


Friends of yours want you to help them get something they want that belongs to someone
who wants to keep it. What do you do?


You realize that you are coveting a friendship.  What sins might that coveting lead you to
commit if you are not careful?  Write a prayer to God that would help you to be free of
coveting.


Inner Aim - A life without God always leads to disaster in time and for eternity. A
life with God is full of blessing now and in eternity. 
 


Passages


Galatians 6:7-8 -  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he
will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to
the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.


1 Timothy 6:6-9 -  Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into
this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with
these we shall be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.


1 John 2:15 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.


Deuteronomy 5:7, 17, 19-21  -  You shall have no other gods before Me... You shall not
murder... You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall
not covet your neighbor's wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, his
male servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.


Hymn  - Read TLH #447 and answer these questions together with the class.


1. What are the “good fight” and “straight race”?
2. Which stanza talks about contentment?


3. What are 6 descriptive names used for Christ in this hymn?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, You have been so kind to me in living a perfect life for me and dying for my
sins.  Lord, I do covet.  Please forgive me when I do and keep me from sinning even more in
an attempt to get what I want.  Help me to trust in Your perfect wisdom, love, and power
that will give me only what is good for me in my life.  Amen  
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STORY
Naboth’s Vineyard - I Kings 21-22, II Kings 9:30-37


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, Your gracious forgiving love is before me every day as I labor for You in Your kingdom. I need
Your forgiveness, Your guidance and Your constant love as I continue through this world of sin. Help me to
accept the responsibility of teaching Your lambs Your precious Truths that they may clearly see You as the
one true God and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. For in You and You alone will they reach the highest
potential for true life here in time and for all eternity. In Your holy name I pray,  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Jezreel - 30 miles north of Samaria (21:1)


Scoundrels - wicked, immoral and dishonest men (21:10)


Dogs - classed as unclean animals in the Law of Moses, thus, viewed by Israel with contempt (21:19, 23,
24)


OUTER AIM
As instruments of Satan Ahab and Jezebel carried out the devil’s murderous plans.


INNER AIM
A Godless life always leads to disaster in time and, unless there is repentance, for eternity.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp. 356-361)
Satan worked through Jezebel and the prophets of Baal who were successful in drawing King Ahab into
the kingdom of Satan. He became a pawn in Satan’s murderous schemes. Yet, we must realize that Ahab
was responsible for his own actions. The Lord has said of Satan, “He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his
own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” (John 8:44) Ahab became Satan’s child.


The royal palace for the King of Israel was in Samaria, the capital city. However, Ahab had built his own
private palace at Jezreel. Adjoining Ahab’s property was the vineyard of Naboth. Ahab wished to expand
his holdings by either buying Naboth’s vineyard or trading a better vineyard in another location for it.


At this point, apparently, there is nothing unusual or sinful about the proposal itself. These kinds of
transactions go on all the time and often are carried out for the benefit of both parties. However, there were
circumstances which had to be considered. In the first place, “Naboth said to Ahab, ‘the LORD forbid that
I should give the inheritance of my fathers to you.’” The LORD forbade the people to sell their land
permanently. (Cf. Lev. 25:23-28; Num. 36:7-9) Secondly, Naboth, evidently, wasn’t interested in any
proposition even on a temporary basis.


Ahab was accustomed to getting what he wanted. Besides, Jezebel was quick to remind him, “You now
exercise authority over Israel!” Ahab was depressed. Jezebel devised a plan and promised Ahab, “Arise
and eat food, and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” Did
Ahab caution Jezebel and urge her not to do anything illegal or contrary to the Word of God? Not at all.
His silence was approval for the words and actions that followed.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord, You have been so gracious to me and have provided for all my needs both physical and spiritual. Help me
to realize this each day of my life. Forgive my sins of covetousness and lovelessness. Give me a heart, O Lord, which is
not greedy but one which rather is ready to help my friends and neighbors keep what belongs to them. Give me Your
Spirit that I may be able to recognize the activity of Satan and avoid it. And so may I live with you and for You in
righteousness to the glory of Your holy name. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
The greed of Ahab accompanied by the satanic devices of Jezebel led to a plan for murder. With Naboth out of the
way Ahab could realize his petty desire of having Naboth’s property. (Cf. King David’s lust for Bathsheba led to
adultery and murder.


Cain’s jealous hatred of Abel led to murder.) Jezebel was well aware that, “Whoever blasphemes the name of the
LORD shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him….” (Lev. 24:16) Somehow,
Naboth would have to be portrayed as blasphemer so that he could be put to death “legally” before the people. (Cf.
Jesus on trial on trumped up charges.)


Jezebel, filled with the spirit of Satan, had beaten her conscience into submission and was governed totally by her sinful
flesh. Might made right in her eyes. The forgery of the king’s seal on fictitious documents was a minor matter in her
devilish scheme. The fact that the forged documents especially called for “scoundrels” to bear witness against Naboth
was an open admission that the charges were false. These “sons of Belial” (KJV) were lawless, vile persons who would
stoop to any crime for a price.


Apparently, the “elders and nobles” of the city were so eager to follow the orders of the king (in fact, the orders of
Jezebel) that they failed to be concerned about justice. The law of God was clear and guarded against this very kind of
abuse. (Read Deut. 19:15-21)  It would appear that Naboth had no heirs who could legally claim the property after his
death. Such property reverted to the king. An honorable king would, of course, restore such property to heirs if they
should be found in the future. (Cf. II Sam. 9:6-7)


The judgment of God upon Ahab and Jezebel was announced to Ahab, quite fittingly, as he was in the vineyard which
he had stolen from Naboth. Elijah was given the task. Because of Ahab’s spiritual blindness, he could see Elijah only as
his enemy. Yet, Elijah would not be intimidated but told it like it was, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself
to do evil in the sight of the LORD.” (I Kings 21:20)  Both Ahab and Jezebel would die dishonorably. The dogs would
drink the blood of Ahab and eat the flesh of Jezebel. It appears that Ahab showed signs of repentance after Elijah
announced God’s judgment upon him and Jezebel.  (I Kings 21:27) Because of His infinite mercy the LORD delayed
the action of His judgment upon Ahab until after his death. “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a
man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.” (Gal. 6:7-8)


APPLICATION
Walking in ungodly paths always leads to disaster. Ahab and Jezebel had all the luxury, worldly comforts and honor
before men imaginable. Yet, their life was a disaster. Not only did they destroy themselves but how many souls did they
lead into the kingdom of Satan and finally into hell?
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The world around us exonerates such things as worldly wealth, lust, prestige, power and honor before others. These
are often bought at the price of rejection of God and His salvation in Christ. The unholy trinity of the world is wealth,
sex and power. If we look around we will see the dedication and worship of this godless trinity everywhere.


“Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the
love of money is the root of all evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and
have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. (I Tim. 6:6-12)


Children are constantly bombarded with man-made religious philosophies as well as the thinking and ways of the world
about us. Their friends, movies, television, neighbors all may become tools of Satan to draw these impressionable minds
and hearts into a way of thinking, judging, talking and acting which may lead to a compromise of their faith in their
Savior and could finally lead to a rejection of God and His Word.


Offense is also something which our children need to take seriously. We are called to be the salt of the earth and the
light of the world. We are called upon to show forth the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light.. Together with being one of God’s own in Christ comes responsibility. As God’s own we have been
bought with a price-the price the Christ paid for us in love as He gave Himself a ransom for all.


There are many influences which threaten the faith of our children. However, none of them can rob us and our children
of the blessings that are ours in the kingdom of God for time and for eternity as we remain close to our Lord and His
Means of Grace.


Sometimes believers suffer because of the wickedness in the world. Naboth died, but he joined his Savior in heaven.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


I John 2:15 - “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not
in him.”


I Timothy 6:6-9 - “Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. Having food and clothing, let us be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.


Galatians 6:7-8 - “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he
who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life.


Deuteronomy 5:7 - “You shall have no other gods before Me. 
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Deuteronomy 5:17 - ”You shall not murder.” 


Deuteronomy 5:19-20 - “You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” 


Deuteronomy 5:21 - “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife; and you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, his
field, his manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”


Psalm 1:6 - “For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”


Matthew 22:37-39 - “Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it:’You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.’”


HYMN CHOICES
O God, Thou Faithful God - TLH #395
My Soul, Be On Thy Guard - TLH #449
Fight The Good Fight With All Thy Might - TLH #447
How Shall The Young Secure Their Hearts - TLH #286
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word - TLH #261
Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways - TLH #416
The Man is Ever Blest - TLH #414
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 1-11


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


King David was chosen by God to be
king of Israel. He ruled Israel for forty years.
When he became old, he anointed his son,
Solomon, as the next king. David reminded
Solomon to walk in the way of the Lord and to
follow God’s commandments.


King David gave Solomon plans for the
temple, or church. Solomon was to build the
temple. David asked the people to give freely
and from the heart for the building of the
temple. King David then died and was buried
in Jerusalem.


King Solomon loved the Lord. During a
dream, the Lord came to Solomon and asked
him, “What do you want Me to give to you?”


Solomon asked for wisdom to rule the
kingdom of Israel. God was pleased with this
request. He granted Solomon wisdom and He
also gave him riches and honor. King Solomon
ruled with great wisdom. People from far away
heard of Solomon’s wisdom.


After four years Solomon began to build
the temple. The temple was beautiful. The walls
were made from very fine stone. The inside of
the temple was made of cedar wood covered
with gold. The floor was covered with gold. All
the vessels and furnishings in the temple were
gold. There was a thick curtain dividing the
temple into two parts. The two parts were the
Holy Place and the Most Holy Place or the Holy
of Holies.


After seven years the temple was
completed. Solomon called together all the
leaders of Israel for a celebration to dedicate
the temple to the Lord. The priests brought the
ark of the covenant into the temple. As they
were coming out of the Holy of Holies, a bright
glory cloud of the Lord filled the house of the
Lord. The cloud was so bright the priests had to


leave the temple.
Solomon spoke to the crowd gathered


for the dedication. He praised God and asked
the Lord to look down in mercy on this house
and to hear the prayers of the people.


We should use all the blessings God
gives us (time, talent, treasure)


to glorify God.


Passage
Psalm 84:1 -  How lovely is Your tabernacle, O


LORD of hosts!


Hymn - sung to the tune of “Mary Had a
Little Lamb”


Solomon built God’s temple,
God’s temple, God’s temple.
Solomon built God’s temple
With wisdom and with gold.


We can build God’s kingdom,
God’s kingdom, God’s kingdom.
We can build God’s kingdom,
By sharing His true Word.


Prayer
Dear God,


Thank You for giving us a place to
worship You. Please help us to share Your Word
with our family, friends and neighbors. In Jesus’
name. Amen.







2Old Testament 2  Solomon Builds the Temple  - Preschool


Classroom Activity - Teacher, read the sentences and have the students color the happy
face if the sentence is true. Color the sad face if the sentence is false.


1. King David ruled for forty years.


2. Solomon was Saul’s son.


3. David told Solomon to obey God.


4. Solomon asked God for riches.


5. Solomon built a temple to God.


6. God gave Solomon many blessings.


7. We will want a church to worship God together.


8. God wants us to use our time, talent and treasure
for His work.


Classroom Activity Two - We build God’s Kingdom by spreading His Word. How can
you share God’s Word with other people? Talk about it together. Optional Activity: You may want to
act out sharing God’s Word with neighbors, being a teacher, pastor or missionary in other countries,
etc.
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Classroom Art Activity - Have the children decorate and name a church for worship.
Encourage them to show outward appearances of our faith (cross, name of the church, etc.) and
make a place of worship that would show our love for God (neatness, stained glass windows, etc.)
Make a thank you prayer to God for giving you a place to worship Him. 


_________________________________
name of church


Thank You, Dear Father in Heaven, ...
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God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor to use to glorify His Name in
Solomon’s rulership of Israel and in the building of the Temple.
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 1-11


God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor to use to glorify His
Name in Solomon’s rulership of Israel and in the building of the


Temple.







Old Testament 2  Solomon Builds the Temple  - Level 1


The Story


King David ruled Israel for forty
years. When he became old, he
anointed his son, Solomon, as the
next king. David reminded Solomon
to walk in the way of the Lord and
to follow God’s commandments.


King David gave Solomon
plans for the temple. Solomon was to
build the temple during his reign as
king. David encouraged the people
to give freely and from the heart for
the building of the temple. King
David then died and was buried in
Jerusalem.


King Solomon loved the Lord.
During a dream, the Lord came to
Solomon and asked him, “What do
you want Me to give to you?”


Solomon asked for wisdom to
rule the kingdom of Israel. God was
pleased with this request. He
granted Solomon wisdom and He
also gave him riches and honor.
King Solomon ruled with great
wisdom. People from far away
heard of Solomon’s wisdom.


After four years Solomon
began to build the temple. The
temple was beautiful. The walls were
made from very fine stone. The
inside of the temple was made of
cedar wood covered with gold. The
floor was covered with gold. All the
vessels and furnishings in the temple
were gold. There was a thick curtain
dividing the temple into two parts.
The two parts were the Holy Place


and the Most Holy Place or the Holy
of Holies.


After seven years the temple
was completed. Solomon called
together all the leaders of Israel for a
celebration to dedicate the temple
to the Lord. The priests brought the
ark of the covenant into the temple.
As they were coming out of the Holy
of Holies, a bright glory cloud of the
Lord filled the house of the Lord. The
cloud was so bright the priests had
to leave the temple.


Solomon spoke to the crowd
gathered for the dedication. He
praised God and asked the Lord to
look down in mercy on this house
and to hear the prayers of the
people.


During the last years of
Solomon’s life he began to pray to
idols. This made God angry. God
took part of the kingdom away from
Solomon’s family. After Solomon’s
death his family ruled only two tribes
of Israel instead of all twelve tribes.


We should use all the blessings
God gives us 


(time, talent, treasure)
to glorify God in our work,
worship and recreation.
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Activity One - Color the happy face if the sentence is true. Color the sad face if the
sentence is false.


1. King David ruled for forty years.


2. Solomon was Saul’s son.


3. David told Solomon to obey God.


4. Solomon asked God for riches.


5. Solomon built a temple to God.


6. God gave Solomon many blessings.


7. Solomon followed God’s ways all his life.


8. Solomon’s family would rule two tribes of Israel.


Activity Two - Draw a picture of your church below. Thank God for giving you a place
to worship Him. 
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Activity Three - We build God’s Kingdom by spreading His Word. How can you share
God’s Word with other people? Talk about it together.


Passage


Psalm 84:1 -  How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!


 
Hymn - TLH #466 v. 1


Christ, Thou art the sure Foundation,
Thou the Head and Cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord and precious,
Binding all the Church in one;
Thou Thy Zion’s Help forever
And her Confidence alone.


Optional Hymn - sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”


Solomon built God’s temple,
God’s temple, God’s temple.
Solomon built God’s temple
With wisdom and with gold.


We can build God’s kingdom,
God’s kingdom, God’s kingdom.
We can build God’s kingdom,
By sharing His true Word.


Prayer


Dear God,
Thank You for giving us a place to worship You. Please help us to share Your Word


with our family, friends and neighbors. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 1-11


God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor. Solomon used these
gifts to glorify God during his rulership of Israel and in the building of


the God’s Temple.
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The Story


King David ruled Israel for forty
years. When David became old,
Nathan anointed David’s son,
Solomon, as the next king. David
reminded Solomon to walk in the
way of the Lord and to follow God’s
commandments.


King David also gave Solomon
plans for building the temple of God.
Solomon was to build the temple
during his reign as king. David
encouraged the people to give gifts 
freely from the heart for the building
of the temple. King David then died
and was buried in Jerusalem.


King Solomon loved the Lord.
During a dream, the Lord came to
Solomon and asked him, “What do
you want Me to give to you?”


Solomon asked for wisdom to
rule the kingdom of Israel. God was
pleased with this request. He granted
Solomon wisdom and He also gave
him riches and honor. King Solomon
ruled with great wisdom. People
from far away heard of Solomon’s
wisdom.


After four years Solomon began
to build the temple. The temple was
beautiful. The walls were made from
very fine stone. The inside of the
temple was made of cedar wood
covered with gold. The floor was
covered with gold. All the vessels
and furnishings in the temple were
gold. There was a thick curtain
dividing the temple into two parts.


The two parts were the Holy Place
and the Most Holy Place also called 
the Holy of Holies.


It took seven years to finish
building the temple. Solomon called
together all the leaders of Israel for a
celebration to dedicate the temple
to the Lord. The priests brought the
Ark of the Covenant into the temple.
As they were coming out of the Holy
of Holies, a bright cloud of the glory
of the Lord filled the House of the
Lord. The cloud was so bright the
priests had to leave the temple.


Solomon spoke to the crowd
gathered for the dedication. He
praised God and asked the Lord to
look down in mercy on this house
and to hear the prayers of the
people.


During the last years of
Solomon’s life, he began to pray to
idols. This made God angry. God
took part of the kingdom away from
Solomon’s family. After Solomon’s
death his family ruled only two tribes
of Israel instead of all twelve tribes.


We should use all the blessings
God gives us 


(time, talent, treasure)
to glorify God in our work,
worship and recreation.
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Activity One - Circle T if the sentence is True. Circle F if the sentence is False.


T F


T F


T F


T F


T F


T F


T F


T F


1. King David ruled for forty years.


2. Solomon was Saul’s son.


3. David told Solomon to obey God.


4. Solomon asked God for riches.


5. Solomon built a temple to God.


6. God gave Solomon many blessings.


7. Solomon followed God’s ways all his life.


8. Solomon’s family would rule two tribes of Israel.


Activity Two - Draw a picture of your church below. Thank God for giving you a place
to worship Him.
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Activity Three - We build God’s Kingdom by spreading His Word. How can you share
God’s Word with other people? Talk about it together.


Passages
Psalm 84:1 -  How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!


Matthew 6:33 -  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.


Hymn - TLH #466 v. 1, 4


Christ, Thou art the sure Foundation,
Thou the Head and Cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord and precious,
Binding all the Church in one;
Thou Thy Zion’s Help forever
And her Confidence alone.


Praise and honor to the Father,
Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit,
Ever Three and ever One,
One in might and one in glory,
While unending ages run.  Amen.


Prayer


Dear God,
Thank You for giving us a place to worship You. Please help us to share


Your Word with our family, friends and neighbors. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 1-11


It usually isn’t enough just to say words; you need to mean them.
For example, it wouldn’t make any sense at all if you would tell your parents, "I love you,"


but then go about disobeying them and mistreating them.
Saying words like, "I love you,” would be much better followed up with helping to keep


the house clean, doing the dishes, or mowing the lawn.
See if you can find the ways in which King


Solomon showed or failed to show his love for his God.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
You have given me so much. Please help me to


learn from Solomon so that I, too, will use the time,
talents and treasures You have given me in a God-
pleasing way. Be with me as I listen and study Your
Word. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 1-11


SOLOMON ANOINTED -  Now when King
David was old, advanced in years, he ordered
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet to
anoint Solomon as king over Israel. And they blew
the horn, and all the people said, "Long live King
Solomon!"


DAVID’S FINAL INSTRUCTIONS TO SOLOMON -
When the days of David drew near that he should
die, he charged Solomon his son, saying, "I go the
way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and
prove yourself a man; and walk in the ways of the
LORD your God, to keep His statutes,
commandments, judgments and testimonies, that
you may prosper in all that you do. 


Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you
to build a house for the sanctuary." 


Then David gave his son Solomon the plans
for the courts of the house of the LORD and of all
the chambers all around.
Then the leaders of the tribes of Israel offered
willingly for the house of the LORD gold, silver,


bronze, iron, and precious stones; with a loyal
heart they offered willingly to the LORD. And
David rejoiced greatly and blessed the LORD.


So David rested with his fathers, and was
buried in the City of David. Then Solomon sat on
the throne of his father David; and his kingdom
was firmly established.


SOLOMON’S PRAYER - And Solomon loved
the LORD, walking in the statues of his father
David. Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice
there.


At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon
in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask! What
shall I give you?"


And Solomon said: "You have shown great
mercy to Your servant David my father, and You
have given him a son to sit on his throne. Now, O
LORD my God, You have made Your servant king,
but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out
or come in. Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people, that I
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may discern between good and evil."
And the speech pleased the LORD, that


Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said,
"Because you have asked this thing, and have
not asked long life for yourself, nor riches, behold,
I have done according to your words; see, I have
given you a wise and understanding heart. And
I have also given you what you have not asked:
both riches and honor. So if you walk in My ways,
as your father David walked, then I will lengthen
your days."


Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had
been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and
offered up burnt offerings.


SOLOMON’S JUDGMENT - Then two women
who were harlots came to the king. And one
woman said, "O my lord, this woman and I dwell
in the same house; and this woman’s son died in
the night, because she lay on him. So she arose in
the middle of the night and took my son from my
side, while your maidservant slept, and laid her
dead child in my bosom. And when I rose in the
morning to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But
when I had examined him in the morning, indeed,
he was not my son."


Then the other woman said, "No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is your
son."


Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So
they brought a sword before the king.


And he said, "Divide the living child in two,
and give half to one, and half to the other."


Then the woman whose son was living spoke
to the king, for she yearned with compassion for
her son; and she said, "O my lord, give her the
living child, and by no means kill him!"


But the other said, "Let him be neither mine
nor yours, but divide him."


So the king answered and said, "Give the first
woman the living child, and by no means kill him;
she is his mother."


And all Israel heard of the judgment, and
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to
administer justice.


SOLOMON PREPARES TO BUILD THE TEMPLE -
Then Solomon sent to Hiram, king of Tyre, saying,
"Behold, I propose to build a house for the name
of the LORD. Now therefore, command that they
cut down cedars for me from Lebanon; and I will
pay you wages for your servants." So Hiram gave


Solomon cedar and cypress logs.
And Solomon sent thirty thousand workers to


Lebanon. And Solomon had seventy thousand
who carried burdens and eighty thousand who
quarried stone in the mountains, besides three
thousand three hundred from the chiefs of
Solomon’s deputies, who supervised the people
who labored in the work. And they quarried large
stones, costly stones, and hewn stones, to lay the
foundation.


THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE - In the four
hundred and eightieth year after the children of
Israel had come out of Egypt, Solomon began to
build the house of the LORD.


Its length was sixty cubits, its width twenty,
and its height thirty cubits. The vestibule in front of
the sanctuary was twenty cubits long across the
breadth of the house, and its width extended ten
cubits from the front of the house. Against the
wall of the temple he built chambers all around.


And the temple was built with stone finished
at the quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any
iron tool was heard in the temple while it was
being built.


THE MOST HOLY PLACE - And he prepared
the inner sanctuary inside the temple, to set the
ark of the covenant of the LORD there. It was
twenty cubits long, wide, and high. The whole
temple he overlaid with gold. He was seven years
in building it.


THE DEDICATION - And all the men of Israel
assembled to King Solomon. Then the priests
brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD to
its place, to the Most Holy Place. And when the
priests came out of the holy place, the glory of
the LORD filled the house of the LORD.


Then Solomon stood before the altar of the
LORD and spread out his hands toward heaven;
and he said: "LORD God of Israel, behold, heaven
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You.
How much less this temple! Yet regard the prayer
of Your servant, that Your eyes may be open
toward this temple night and day.


"When Your people are defeated before an
enemy; when the heavens are shut up and there
is no rain; when there is famine in the land, or
pestilence, whatever plague or sickness there is;
whatever prayer and supplication is made by
anyone toward this temple, then hear in heaven
and forgive Your people who have sinned
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against You."
And Solomon arose from before the altar of


the LORD, and blessed all the congregation of
Israel.


And Solomon offered a sacrifice to the
LORD, twenty-two thousand bulls and one
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. At that
time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him.


SOLOMON’S LAST DAYS - But King Solomon
loved many foreign women. When he was old, his
wives turned his heart after other gods, and he
did evil in the sight of the LORD.


So the LORD became angry and said,
"Because you have not kept My covenant, I will
surely tear the kingdom away from you.
Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the
sake of your father David."


Now it happened at this time, when
Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijah met him on the way; and he had
clothed himself with a new garment, and the two
were alone in the field.


Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment
that was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces.
And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten
pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:
‘‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand
of Solomon and will give ten tribes to you.’’"


SOLOMON’S DEATH - And the period that
Solomon reigned over all Israel was
 forty years. Then Solomon rested with his fathers
and was buried in the City of David. And
Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.


Outer Aim - God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor to use to glorify His
Name in Solomon’s rulership of Israel and in the building of the Temple.


What the Story Tells Us  - Complete the Crossword Puzzle with answers from the story.


Across 
2. what a woman mistakenly killed by rolling on it in the night 
4. Solomon asked the Lord for an understanding one of these to judge the people 
7. the third king of Israel 
9. the capital city of Israel 


Down 
1. the king of Tyre 
2. Solomon's mother 
3. what Solomon spent 7 years
building in Jerusalem 
5. what Solomon's unbelieving
wives led him to worship 
6. Solomon was one 
8. Solomon's father
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What God’s Word Tells Us 
SOLOMON BECOMES KING -  Find the correct answers below.


1. Solomon became the (second –– third –– fourth) king of Israel.


2. Who were the priest and prophet involved in Solomon’s anointing as king?


3. When David died, where was he buried? (Jerusalem –– Bethlehem –– Hebron ––
Gibeon)


4. What preparations had David made for the building of the Temple? Choose one.
(    ) He had prepared the foundations.
(    ) He had caused much of the lumber to be cut.
(    ) He had prepared the pattern (plans) for it.


5. T     F  The people gave willingly of their time and treasures for the Temple
construction.


6. T     F  It was extremely noisy while the Temple was being built.


SOLOMON’S PRAYER –– Put the proper word in the blank.


King Solomon went to ______________ to offer a _____________. While he was there the


LORD appeared to him in a ______________, saying, "_______________ whatever you want of


Me."


Solomon asked for a _______________ and _________________ heart to be able to judge


God’s great people, the children of ________________.


The LORD was ________________ with Solomon’s __________________, and gave him not


only what he had asked for, but also great ________________ and __________________ as well.


THE TWO WOMEN –– True and False


1. T     F The two women were next door neighbors.


2. T     F Each woman had a child.


3. T     F The one child died because of a high fever.


riches Gibeon  Israel ask wise understanding
sacrifice pleased fame dream prayer 
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4. T     F The mother of the dead child exchanged him for the living one.


5. T     F This was done while the mother of the dead child was sleeping.


6. T     F The mother of the living child discovered the trade in the middle of the night.


7. T     F At the trial both mothers claimed the living child.


8. T     F The king actually intended to have the child cut in two.


9. T     F The real mother said, "Give her the child; don’t kill him."


10. T     F Solomon gave the living child to the wrong mother.


WORK ON THE TEMPLE


1. Hiram was king of (Ammon –– Syria –– Egypt –– Tyre).


2. What kind of wood did Solomon want from Hiram? Circle all correct answers.


poplar –– maple –– fir –– cedar –– oak –– cypress


3. Write down how many men of Israel did each of the following:


a. helped cut trees in Lebanon __________


b. were burden bearers __________


c. quarried stone in the mountains __________


d. overseers and managers __________


4. The whole Temple was overlaid with (bronze –– silver –– gold –– copper).


5. How long did it take to build the Temple?


6. What does it mean to "dedicate" the Temple?


7. When Solomon said, "LORD, the heavens cannot contain You," what was he revealing
about God?


a. He is holy.


b. He is omnipresent.


c. He is eternal.


Inner Aim - We should use all the blessings God gives us (time, talent, treasure)
to glorify God in our work, worship and recreation.
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SOLOMON’S LATER YEARS


1. What led King Solomon away from the LORD?


a. His great wealth


b. His great fame


c. His heathen wives and concubines


2. How many wives and concubines did Solomon have?


3. Does this mean that we today should be careful who we take as a spouse?


4. What did God cause to happen because of Solomon’s sin?


a. The people rebelled against him.


b. God caused a large part of the kingdom to be torn from his family.


c. Solomon’s enemies overpowered him.


5. How long did Solomon reign?


6. Who took over the throne after Solomon?


Passages


Matthew 6:33 -  But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these


things shall be added to you.


Psalm 84:12 -  O LORD of hosts, blessed is
the man who trusts in You!


Psalm 26:8 -  LORD, I have loved the
habitation of Your house, and the place


where Your glory dwells.


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #466 v. 1, 4 


Christ, Thou art the sure Foundation,
Thou the Head and Cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord and precious,
Binding all the Church in one;
Thou Thy Zion’s Help forever
And her Confidence alone.


Praise and honor to the Father,
Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit,
Ever Three and ever One,
One in might and one in glory,
While unending ages run.  Amen.
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Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Kings 1-11


It usually isn’t enough just to say words; you need to mean them.
For example, it wouldn’t make any sense at all if you would tell your parents, "I love you,"


but then go about disobeying them and mistreating them.
Saying words like, "I love you,” would be much better followed up with helping to keep


the house clean, doing the dishes, or mowing the lawn.
See if you can find the ways in which King Solomon showed or failed to show his love for


his God.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, You have given me so
much. Please help me to learn from Solomon so that I,
too, will use the time, talents and treasures You have
given me in a God-pleasing way. Be with me as I listen
and study Your Word. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 1-11


SOLOMON ANOINTED -  Now when King
David was old, advanced in years, he ordered
Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet to
anoint Solomon as king over Israel. And they
blew the horn, and all the people said, "Long
live King Solomon!"


DAVID’S FINAL INSTRUCTIONS TO SOLOMON
- When the days of David drew near that he
should die, and he charged Solomon his son,
saying, "I go the way of all the earth; be strong,
therefore, and prove yourself a man; and walk
in the ways of the LORD your God, to keep His
statutes, commandments, judgments and
testimonies, that you may prosper in all that you
do. 


Consider now, for the Lord has chosen you


to build a house for the sanctuary." 
Then David gave his son Solomon the


plans for the courts of the house of the LORD
and of all the chambers all around. The leaders
of the tribes of Israel offered willingly for the
house of the LORD gold, silver, bronze, iron,
and precious stones; with a loyal heart they
offered willingly to the LORD. And David
rejoiced greatly and blessed the LORD.


So David rested with his fathers, and was
buried in the City of David. Then Solomon sat
on the throne of his father David; and his
kingdom was firmly established.


SOLOMON’s PRAYER - And Solomon loved
the LORD, walking in the statues of his father
David. Now the king went to Gibeon to
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sacrifice there.
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon


in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask! What
shall I give you?"


And Solomon said: "You have shown great
mercy to Your servant David my father, and You
have given him a son to sit on his throne. Now,
O LORD my God, You have made Your servant
king, but I am a little child; I do not know how to
go out or come in. Therefore give to Your
servant an understanding heart to judge Your
people, that I may discern between good and
evil."


And the speech pleased the LORD, that
Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said,
"Because you have asked this thing, and have
not asked long life for yourself, nor riches,
behold, I have done according to your words;
see, I have given you a wise and understanding
heart. And I have also given you what you
have not asked: both riches and honor. So if you
walk in My ways, as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your days."


Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had
been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and
offered up burnt offerings.


SOLOMON’s JUDGMENT - Then two women
who were harlots came to the king. And one
woman said, "O my lord, this woman and I dwell
in the same house; and this woman’s son died in
the night, because she lay on him. So she arose
in the middle of the night and took my son from
my side, while your maidservant slept, and laid
her dead child in my bosom. And when I rose in
the morning to nurse my son, there he was,
dead. But when I had examined him in the
morning, indeed, he was not my son."


Then the other woman said, "No! But the
living one is my son, and the dead one is your
son."


Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So
they brought a sword before the king.


And he said, "Divide the living child in two,


and give half to one, and half to the other."
Then the woman whose son was living


spoke to the king, for she yearned with
compassion for her son; and she said, "O my
lord, give her the living child, and by no means
kill him!"


But the other said, "Let him be neither
mine nor yours, but divide him."


So the king answered and said, "Give the
first woman the living child, and by no means
kill him; she is his mother."


And all Israel heard of the judgment, and
they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to
administer justice.


SOLOMON PREPARES TO BUILD THE TEMPLE
- Then Solomon sent to Hiram, king of Tyre,
saying, "Behold, I propose to build a house for
the name of the LORD. Now therefore,
command that they cut down cedars for me
from Lebanon; and I will pay you wages for
your servants." So Hiram gave Solomon cedar
and cypress logs.


And Solomon sent thirty thousand workers
to Lebanon. And Solomon had seventy
thousand who carried burdens and eighty
thousand who quarried stone in the mountains,
besides three thousand three hundred from
the chiefs of Solomon’s deputies, who
supervised the people who labored in the
work.


And they quarried large stones, costly
stones, and hewn stones, to lay the
foundation.


THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE - In the four
hundred and eightieth year after the children
of Israel had come out of Egypt, Solomon
began to build the house of the LORD.


Its length was sixty cubits, its width
twenty, and its height thirty cubits. The
vestibule in front of the sanctuary was twenty
cubits long across the breadth of the house,
and its width extended ten cubits from the
front of the house.
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Against the wall of the temple he built chambers
all around.


And the temple was built with stone
finished at the quarry, so that no hammer or
chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple
while it was being built.


THE MOST HOLY PLACE - And he prepared
the inner sanctuary inside the temple, to set the
ark of the covenant of the LORD there. It was
twenty cubits long, wide, and high. The whole
temple he overlaid with gold. He was seven
years in building it.


THE DEDICATION - And all the men of Israel
assembled to King Solomon. Then the priests
brought in the ark of the covenant of the LORD
to its place, to the Most Holy Place. And when
the priests came out of the holy place, the glory
of the LORD filled the house of the LORD.


Then Solomon stood before the altar of the
LORD and spread out his hands toward heaven;
and he said: "LORD God of Israel, behold,
heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot
contain You. How much less this temple! Yet
regard the prayer of Your servant, that Your eyes
may be open toward this temple night and day.


"When Your people are defeated before
an enemy; when the heavens are shut up and
there is no rain; when there is famine in the land,
or pestilence, whatever plague or sickness
there is; whatever prayer and supplication is
made by anyone toward this temple, then hear
in heaven and forgive Your people who have
sinned against You."


And Solomon arose from before the altar of


the LORD, and blessed all the congregation of
Israel.


And Solomon offered a sacrifice to the
LORD, twenty-two thousand bulls and one
hundred and twenty thousand sheep. At that
time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with
him.


SOLOMON’S LAST DAYS - But King Solomon
loved many foreign women. When he was
old, his wives turned his heart after other gods,
and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.


So the LORD became angry and said,
"Because you have not kept My covenant, I
will surely tear the kingdom away from you.
Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the
sake of your father David."Now it happened
at this time, when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah met him on
the way; and he had clothed himself with a
new garment, and the two were alone in the
field.


Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment
that was on him, and tore it into twelve
pieces. And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for
yourself ten pieces, for thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel: ‘‘Behold, I will tear the kingdom
out of the hand of Solomon and will give ten
tribes to you.’’"


SOLOMON’S DEATH - And the period that
Solomon reigned over all Israel was
 forty years. Then Solomon rested with his
fathers and was buried in the City of David.
And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.


Outer Aim - God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor to use to glorify His
Name in Solomon’s rulership of Israel and in the building of the Temple.


Inner Aim - We should use all the blessings God gives us (time, talent, treasure)
to glorify God in our work, worship and recreation.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Complete the Crossword Puzzle with answers from the story.
Across 


2. what a woman mistakenly killed by rolling on it in the night 


4. Solomon asked the Lord for
an understanding one of these
to judge the people 


7. the third king of Israel 


9. the capital city of Israel 


Down 


1. the king of Tyre 


2. Solomon's mother 


3. what Solomon spent 7 years
building in Jerusalem 


5. what Solomon's unbelieving
wives led him to worship 


6. Solomon was one 


8. Solomon's father


What God’s Word Tells Us  
SOLOMON BECOMES KING -  Find the correct answers below.


1. Solomon became the (second –– third –– fourth) king of Israel.


2. Who were the priest and prophet involved in Solomon’s anointing as king?


3. When David died, where was he buried? (Jerusalem –– Bethlehem –– Hebron –– Gibeon)


4. What preparations had David made for the building of the Temple? Choose one.
(    ) He had prepared the foundations.
(    ) He had caused much of the lumber to be cut.
(    ) He had prepared the pattern (plans) for it.


5. T     F  The people gave willingly of their time and treasures for the Temple
construction.


6. T     F  It was extremely noisy while the Temple was being built.







Old Testament 5  Solomon Builds the Temple  - Level 4


SOLOMON’S PRAYER –– Put the proper word in the blank.


King Solomon went to ______________ to offer a _____________. While he was there the


LORD appeared to him in a ______________, saying, "_______________ whatever you want of


Me."


Solomon asked for a _______________ and _________________ heart to be able to judge


God’s great people, the children of ________________.


The LORD was ________________ with Solomon’s __________________, and gave him not


only what he had asked for, but also great ________________ and __________________ as well.


THE TWO WOMEN –– True and False


1. T     F The two women were next door neighbors.


2. T     F Each woman had a child.


3. T     F The one child died because of a high fever.


4. T     F The mother of the dead child exchanged him for the living one.


5. T     F This was done while the mother of the dead child was sleeping.


6. T     F The mother of the living child discovered the trade in the middle of the night.


7. T     F At the trial both mothers claimed the living child.


8. T     F The king actually intended to have the child cut in two.


9. T     F The real mother said, "Give her the child; don’t kill him."


10. T     F Solomon gave the living child to the wrong mother.


WORK ON THE TEMPLE


1. Hiram was king of (Ammon –– Syria –– Egypt –– Tyre).


2. What kind of wood did Solomon want from Hiram? Circle all correct answers.


poplar –– maple –– fir –– cedar –– oak –– cypress


riches Gibeon  Israel ask wise understanding
sacrifice pleased fame dream prayer 
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3. Write down how many men of Israel did each of the following:


a. helped cut treas in Lebanon __________


b. were burden bearers __________


c. quarried stone in the mountains __________


d. overseers and managers __________


4. The whole Temple was overlaid with (bronze –– silver –– gold –– copper).


5. How long did it take to build the Temple?


6. What does it mean to "dedicate" the Temple?


7. When Solomon said, "LORD, the heavens cannot contain You," what was he revealing
about God?


a. He is holy.


b. He is omnipresent.


c. He is eternal.


SOLOMON’S LATER YEARS


1. What led King Solomon away from the LORD?


a. His great wealth


b. His great fame


c. His heathen wives and concubines


2. How many wives and concubines did Solomon have?


3. Does this mean that we today should be careful who we take as a spouse?
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4. What did God cause to happen because of Solomon’s sin?


a. The people rebelled against him.


b. God caused a large part of the kingdom to be torn from his family.


c. Solomon’s enemies overpowered him.


5. How long did Solomon reign?


6. Who took over the throne after Solomon?


7.  THOUGHT QUESTION: Did Solomon die a believer?


Passages


Matthew 6:33 -  But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these


things shall be added to you.


Psalm 84:12 -  O LORD of hosts, blessed is
the man who trusts in You!


Psalm 26:8 -  LORD, I have loved the
habitation of Your house, and the place


where Your glory dwells.


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #466 v. 1, 4 


Christ, Thou art the sure Foundation,
Thou the Head and Cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord and precious,
Binding all the Church in one;
Thou Thy Zion’s Help forever
And her Confidence alone.


Praise and honor to the Father,
Praise and honor to the Son,
Praise and honor to the Spirit,
Ever Three and ever One,
One in might and one in glory,
While unending ages run.  Amen.
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STORY
Solomon as King and the Building the Temple - I Kings 1-11 and I Chronicles 28-29


TEACHER PRAYER  
Dear Jesus, the Wisdom from on high, I pray that You fill my heart with the wisdom of Your Word so that I
can proclaim that wisdom to my  students. Do not let me trust or rely upon my own wisdom or abilities, but
fill me with the Holy Spirit so the words I teach are truly from You.  May this heavenly Wisdom remain in
my heart and my students’ hearts and lives forever until we stand before You in perfect wisdom,
righteousness and peace. I ask this in Your name. Amen.  


VOCABULARY


OUTER AIM
God gave Solomon wisdom, riches and honor to use to glorify His name in his rulership of Israel and in the
building of the Lord's house. 


INNER AIM
We should use all the blessings God gives us (time, talents, treasures) to glorify God in our work, worship
and recreation.


BACKGROUND 
Our lesson takes place about ten years after Absalom's rebellion and death. David is now 70 years old. His
son, Solomon, is appointed to rule in his place when he dies. Solomon became a world famous king, noted
for his wisdom and his wealth. He begins his rule like his father David and like King Saul; a God-fearing,
obedient child of God. The most prominent event in his life was the building of the magnificent and
extraordinarily beautiful house of God, the temple in Jerusalem.  Solomon built the temple not to enhance or
further his own fame and glory, but to glorify God and to further the spread of His spiritual kingdom on
earth.  He would give to God the best he and his people had to offer.


1:5-6
• Adonijah tried to usurp the throne by exalting himself as the next king after David.
• David did not rebuke him, either because of his old age or simple lack of fatherly discipline.  


1:11-14
• Nathan and Bathsheba plan to speak to David to tell him what is happening with Adonijah and get him
to proclaim Solomon king as he had sworn earlier.


2:1-9
• A dying father's words to his son. Wise advice and fatherly admonition.
• 1) Be strong in faith and courageous in battle
• 2) Walk in the ways of the LORD, keeping His statutes (Mosaic laws); His commandments the 10
Commandments; His judgments (ceremonial and civil  laws); His testimonies (the revelations of God's
covenant of grace with His people concerning the  Messiah).  


I Chronicles 28-29
• David gives Solomon plans for the temple, no doubt given to him by God in a vision 
• David also encourages all the people to give from their hearts for this house of God and there was a
great response. They "gave willingly." The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they
had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord. 
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I Kings 3:5-9
• Solomon acknowledges God's great mercy to him.  He realizes his youthful inexperience (about 20 years old). 
• Solomon shows his faith and love for the LORD by not asking for wealth and fame, but as a benefit and blessing for


the people-an understanding heart and wisdom to govern justly, wisely and well.


3:10-14
• Solomon's request sought 1) the glory of God and 2) the welfare of his fellow man. The LORD grants not only an


understanding heart beyond any man before or since, but also great wealth and honor so that he will have no equal.
Matt. 6:33  


3:16-28
• Solomon's wisdom is put into practice and seen in this judgment. Solomon knew the love of a mother for her own


child. The people held him in awe, yet acknowledged that his wisdom  came from God.


5:1-8
• King Hiram, dear friend of David and Solomon. It appears Hiram had a heart knowledge of the     LORD Jehovah


as well. Brought down cedars from Lebanon and also pine or fir logs.


5:5 
• A prophecy with an immediate and a future meaning.  Solomon is a type of Christ because it was foretold of Him


that He would build God's house. Christ's house is not made of wood or stone, but is a spiritual temple, an eternal
house and kingdom, which is the house of the Church of Jesus Christ, all believers.  All of us, like Solomon and his
people, are called to help build this temple, His Kingdom!


5:9
• The logs were floated down to Joppa and then hauled overland to Jerusalem -quite an undertaking.


5:13-18
• 30,000 laborers to Lebanon: 10,000 a month with 2 months off;  70,000 carrying burden; 80,000 stone cutters;


3,600 supervisors


6:1-38
• Time: 480th year after the exodus from Egypt; the fourth year of Solomon's reign.   Place: Mt. Moriah, where


Abraham sacrificed Isaac; where David erected an altar during the time of the plague; where in the future, the
Messiah would walk and speak and be judged by the Sanhedrin and was crucified.


• Size: arrangements the same as the tabernacle, but twice as large.  900 x 600 feet;    temple proper:  90'l x 30'w x
45'h


• Materials: Built of white and rose-tinted marble, cedar and fir (most lasting wood).  It's front toward the east.  See
Rup. Pg. 329-331 for more details of the temple.   Time of building: It took 7 ½ years; estimated cost: $2,450
million.  It was the most  magnificent edifice in the world at the time. 


7:1-39
• It took Solomon 13 years to build his palace after the temple was completed.


8:1-21
• Representatives from all 12 tribes.  There were many people, it required 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep to feed


them.  The Lord's presence was in the cloud that filled the temple.  The Lord showed His pleasure to live in this
temple with His presence.  NOTE: The dedication of our churches, school buildings, parsonages and teacherages
means to set it apart for sacred use - for the glory of God.
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8:22-53
• Solomon's dedication prayer gives praise to God requests His continued presence even in bad times, and asks God


to hear their prayers and to forgive their sins.  These are the small ways of salvation for the New Testament
believer.  Acts. 15:11 "We shall be saved in the same manner as they (O.T.), through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ."


11:1-13
• Unfortunately Solomon was led astray by the many foreign heathen wives whom he married.  A warning to all, not


to despise the Law of the Lord and put oneself into a place of temptation.  He burned incense and offered sacrifices
to these idols. In Deut. 17:17, the Lord warns Kings not to take wives to themselves for this very reason.


• There is danger in mixed marriages, especially if the one spouse is not a Christian.  Our children need to be advised
of this before their dating begins.  If a love does grow between the two, the danger should be clearly revealed so
that a blessing may result 


      (conversion of a spouse) and not a curse (the falling away of the once faithful spouse).  
• Two dangers: 1) seduced to follow false doctrine; 2) fall from faith. 
• The great blessing: bring the unbelieving spouse to Christ or lead him or her out of false doctrine to the truth. 
• Punishment from God upon faithless Solomon: the Kingdom would be torn into two nations; but in mercy (showing


love for David) it would not happen in Solomon's lifetime.  


11:41-43
• It seems that Solomon's last days were blessed ones. He wrote Ecclesiastes late in life, when near his death, he


preaches of the perishability of everything earthly and that the joys and glories of this world as only vanity
(emptiness). The true lasting joy and glory are in Christ and His Word.


• He is described as having slept with his fathers and is counted with the faithful, being buried in Jerusalem. 
• Jesus mentions Solomon and honors him. This would not likely be so, had Solomon died in unbelief like the fallen


King Saul.
Solomon was 58 years old at the time his death. 


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, I pray that You ever keep me in the wisdom of Your Word so that I do not trust in my own
wisdom or intellect. I thank You for all of the lessons You have taught me in my Sunday School. May these lessons
give me the true wisdom to be able to rely upon You throughout all the days of my life. May we children always
love Your house and come as often as we can to worship You. As we hear Your word, help us to learn the way of
salvation better and better.  Help us learn to do Your will more and more until we are taken to be with You for an
eternity of worship and praise in heaven. Hear my prayer for Jesus' sake. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Teacher should tell the story with perhaps a model to the temple to scale. The following website has a good picture
of a model of the temple. http://www.yahrzeit.org/temple.html


APPLICATION
Ask the children what they pray for. Make a list. Do material things top the list? Do they ever pray for wisdom;
wisdom to learn their lessons, to know right from wrong, to be able to understand and live according to God's
Word? Encourage prayer at all times: before school, before tests, for parents, brothers and sisters, teachers and
pastors, the government, good weather, friends, etc..
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We, like Solomon, should spend our time, efforts, and talents in building up the house of God: HIS CHURCH. 
This means more than just a building.  It means helping to spread the Word through missions (providing for
missionaries and their expenses) and at home, by providing for pastor's and teachers’ salaries and paying bills. 
Children can be encouraged to bring friends and neighbors to our Lord, thereby building the Spiritual kingdom!


Solomon first built the Lord's house, then built his own.  Our firstfruits should be given to our Lord, not the
leftovers. We give to our Lord, not out of necessity, grudgingly or being forced; but freely, willingly, out of love.
Christ's love compels us. We rejoice when we see each other willingly, freely giving of our time and talents to the
Lord, not comparing each other's gifts, but rejoicing in the blessed privilege and opportunity to be able to help by
giving.


Ask the students the following questions: Why do we dedicate churches?--To set them apart for use in the Lord's
kingdom.  Why is the church the house of God?--Because God is present in the church.  Where is His presence
evident?--God is present in His WORD AND SACRAMENTS. How do we act in this house of God?--We are
reverent and worshipful to the Lord.


Encourage the older children to be very selective in their dating choices.  Remind them the blessings of a Christian
spouse, especially of the same synod.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 84:1 - "How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!"


Middle
Psalm 26:8 - "LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the place where Your glory dwells."
I Corinthians 10:12 -  "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall."
Psalm 84:12 - "O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man who trusts in You!"


Upper
Psalm 84:10 - "For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of
my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness."
Matthew 6:33 -  "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you."


HYMN CHOICES
Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation - TLH #466
My Soul, Be on Thy Guard - TLH #449
Here in Thy Name, Eternal God - TLH #635
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
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The Prophet Elijah
1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24


God provided for all of Elijah’s needs.
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The Story


The people of Israel had a very bad
king named Ahab. Ahab did not worship
the true God.  He worshiped false gods
called Baal and Asherah.  These were just
statues made from stone or wood.  His
wicked wife, Queen Jezebel, even killed as
many of God’s prophets as she could find. 
Jezebel and Ahab wanted all the people
of Israel to worship their false gods, Baal
and Asherah.


God knew what King Ahab and
Queen Jezebel were doing.  God wanted
the people of Israel to be saved from their
sins. The only way to be saved is to believe
in the true God, not false gods. God sent
His prophet Elijah to warn King Ahab and
the people of Israel to worship only the true
God.  Elijah told King Ahab, “The living
God, whom I serve, the God of Israel will
not send rain or dew unless I say so.” 
Without any water, the plants would die
and there would not be enough food to
feed the people.  


God knew King Ahab would try to kill
Elijah, so He told Elijah to go away to the
east and live by a brook.  (A brook is a
small stream of water.)  “You will drink from
the stream, and I’ve ordered the crows to
feed you there.”


Elijah obeyed the Lord.  He went
away and lived by the brook.  God told
the crows to bring bread and meat to
Elijah every morning and evening, and
Elijah drank water from the stream.


Meanwhile, with no rain for several
years, many of the plants the farmers grew
for food died, and there was very little food
left for the people of Israel.  The Lord
wanted the people of Israel to get rid of
their false gods and pray only to Him to
send the rain and save them.  But King
Ahab, Queen Jezebel, and the people of
Israel were very stubborn.  They still prayed
only to their false gods of wood and stone.


Do you think pieces of wood or stone can
send rain?


God had His special ways to provide
food for the very few people who still
believed in Him, just as He had sent the
crows to bring food to Elijah.  Hadn’t God
sent the crows to feed Elijah?


After a while, the water in the brook
where God sent Elijah dried up. God told
Elijah to go to a town called Zarephath. 
“There I have ordered a widow to feed
you.” (A widow is a woman whose
husband has died.)  Certainly, she and her
son needed God to provide them with
what they needed.


Elijah obeyed God and went to
Zarephath.  At the gate of the town, Elijah
saw the widow gathering wood.  He called
to her, “Please bring me a little water in a
cup.”  As she was going to get it, he called
to her again, “And please bring me a bite
of bread.”


“As the Lord your God lives,” she
answered, “I don’t have anything baked;
only a handful of flour in a  jar and little oil
in the jug.  I’m gathering a few sticks.  I will
go and make some bread for myself and
my boy so that we may eat it and then we
will die.” The widow was worried that she
and her boy would die because their food
would be all gone.


“Don’t be afraid,” Elijah told her. “Go
and do as you said, but first make me a
little cake of it, bring it to me, and after that
prepare something for yourself and your
boy.  The Lord, the God of Israel, says this,
‘The jar of flour will never get empty, and
the jug will never run out of oil till the Lord
sends rain on the land.’”


The widow did what Elijah told her,
and so she, Elijah, and her family had food
for a long while.  It didn’t matter how many
times she took flour out of the jar, it never
got empty, and it didn’t matter how much
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oil she poured out of the jug, it, too, was
never empty.  In this way, the Lord took
care of Elijah, the widow, and her family,
just as He had promised.


Later, the son of the widow became
very sick and died.  The widow told Elijah,
“Leave me alone.”  She thought God was
punishing her for her sins by killing the boy.


“Give me the boy,” Elijah told her. 
Elijah took the dead boy and carried him
to the room where he was staying and laid
the dead boy on his bed. Elijah cried to the
Lord in prayer, “Lord my God, why are you


bringing sadness to this widow I’m staying
with by causing her boy to die?”  Then he
stretched himself out on the boy three
times and prayed, “O Lord my God, please
make this boy live again.”
            The Lord did what Elijah asked, and
the boy became alive again!  Elijah took
the boy to his mother and said, “Look, your
boy is alive.”


“Now I believe,” the woman told
Elijah, “that you are a man of the true God,
and the Lord’s Word you speak is the truth.” 


Activity One - Show how God provided for the widow, her family and Elijah. Connect
the dots. Color the oil in the jug yellow.
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GOD


Activity Two - Listen to the following sentences.  Draw a line to the correct person the
sentence is about. There will be more than one answer for some.


• I worshiped false gods


• I warned King Ahab there would be no rain.


• I sent no rain for 3 years.


• I sent the crows to feed Elijah.


• I told the widow to take care of Elijah


• I promised the widow that the flour and oil would
not run out.


• I was sad when my son died.


• I prayed to God about the widow’s boy.


• I raised the boy to life from death.


• I believed God’s promises.


We can trust God to provide all of our needs
because He is all powerful.


Ahab


Elijah


Widow
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Activity Three - Plant some seeds to watch them grow over the next few weeks.


Passages


Psalm 124:8  - Our help is in the name of the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.


Matthew 6:11 -  Give us this day our daily bread.


Hymn 
TLH #644 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.


TLH #648
I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
You are so kind and good to us. You give us everything that we need. Thank
You for all the blessings You give us. Please help us to use them wisely and to
share these blessings with others. Amen.
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The Prophet Elijah
1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24
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The Story


The people of Israel had a very bad
king named Ahab.  He did not worship the
true God.  He worshiped false gods called
Baal and Ashtoreth.  These were just
statues made from stone or wood.  His
wicked queen, Jezebel, even killed as
many of God’s prophets (which are like
pastors) as she could find.  She and Ahab
wanted all the people of Israel to worship
their false gods, Baal and Ashtoreth.


God knew what King Ahab and
Queen Jezebel were doing.  God wanted
the people of Israel to worship Him,
because He is the only true God who can
save people from their sins. God sent His
prophet Elijah to warn King Ahab and the
people of Israel to worship only the true
God.  Elijah told King Ahab, “The living
God, whom I serve, the God of Israel will
not send rain or dew unless I say so.” 
Without rain, the plants would die and
there would not be enough food to feed
the people.  


God knew King Ahab would try to kill
Elijah so He told Elijah to go away to the
east and live by a brook.  (A brook is a
small stream of water.)  “You will drink from
the stream, and I’ve ordered the crows to
feed you there.”


Elijah obeyed the Lord.  He went
away and lived by the brook.  God told
the crows to bring bread and meat to
Elijah every morning and evening, and
Elijah drank water from the stream.


Meanwhile, with no rain for several
years, many of the plants the farmers grew
for food died, and there was very little
food left for the people of Israel.  The Lord
wanted the people of Israel to get rid of
their false gods and pray only to Him to
send the rain and save them.  But King
Ahab, Queen Jezebel, and the people of
Israel were very stubborn.  They still would
pray only to their false gods of wood and


stone. Do you think pieces of wood or
stone can send rain?


For the very few people who did still
worship the true God, God had His special
ways to provide them with food.  Hadn’t
God sent the crows to feed Elijah?


After a while, the water in the brook
dried up. Now how could Elijah get water? 
God told Elijah to go to a town called
Zarephath.  “There I have ordered a widow
to feed you.” A widow is a woman whose
husband has died.  Certainly she and her
son needed God to provide them with
what they needed.


Elijah obeyed God and went to
Zarephath.  At the gate of the town Elijah
saw a widow gathering wood.  He called
to her, “Please bring me a jar of water to
drink.”  As she was going to get it he called
to her again, “And please bring me a bite
of bread.”


“As the Lord your God lives,” she
answered, “I don’t have anything baked;
only a handful of flour in the jar and little oil
in the jug.  I’m gathering a few sticks.  I will
go and make some bread for myself and
my boy so that we may eat it and then we
will die.”
She was worried that she and her boy
would then die because their food would
be all gone.


“Don’t be afraid,” Elijah told her. “Go
and do as you said, but first make me a
little cake of it, bring it to me, and after
that prepare something for yourself and
your
boy.  The Lord, the God of Israel, says this,
‘The jar of flour will never get empty, and
the jug will never run out of oil till the Lord
sends rain on the land.’”


She went and did what Elijah told
her, and so she, Elijah, and her family had
food for a long while.  It didn’t matter how
many times she took flour out of the jar, it
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never got empty, and it didn’t matter how
much oil she poured out of the jug, it, too,
was never empty.  In this way the Lord took
care of Elijah, the widow, and her family,
just as He had promised.


Later, the son of the woman got very
sick and died.  The woman told Elijah,
“Leave me alone.”  She thought God was
punishing her for her sins by killing the boy.


“Give me the boy,” Elijah told her. 
Elijah took the dead boy and carried him
to his room where he was staying and laid
him on his bed.  Then Elijah cried to the
Lord in prayer, “Lord my God, why are you


 bringing sadness to this widow I’m staying
with by causing her boy to die?”  Then he
stretched himself out on the boy three
times and prayed, “O Lord my God, please
make this boy live again.”
            The Lord did what Elijah asked, and
the boy became alive again.  Elijah took
the boy to his mother and said, “Look, your
boy is alive.”


“Now I believe,” the woman told
Elijah, “that you are a man of the true God,
and the Lord’s Word you speak is the
truth.” 


Activity One - Write the letter of the name that answers the question. You will use some
names more than once.
 
1. _____ & _____ Who did King Ahab worship instead


of God?


2. _____ Who warned King Ahab there would be no
rain?


3. _____ How did God provide for Elijah by the brook?


4. _____ Who commanded a widow to take care of
Elijah?


5. _____Who promised the widow that her flour and oil would not run out?


6. _____ Who got sick and died?


7. _____ Who thought God was punishing her for her sins?


8. _____ Who prayed to God to raise the boy back to life?


9. _____ Who raised the boy from the dead?


10. _____ Who believed all of God’s promises spoken through Elijah were true?


A. The widow
B. Widow’s son
C. Eiljah
D. Baal
E. God
F. Ashtoreth
G. Crows
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God provided food for Elijah, the widow and her family.


Activity Two - Mark an X under the correct heading. BODILY NEED is something our
body needs to stay alive. SPIRITUAL NEED is something our soul needs for eternal life. There
are extra blanks for needs you may think of.


BODILY
NEED


SPIRITUAL
NEED


the Word of God


food


clothes


forgiveness of sins


baptism


air


faith


eternal life


water


love of God


family


home


prayer


God in His love provides us with all that we need for our body and soul.
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Activity Three - Read the passages below and discuss the answers to the questions.


^  ^  ^
Acts 14:17 - Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, 
in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, 


filling our hearts with food and gladness.


This passage shows the usual way God provides food for us. What is that?


Today’s story shows another way God can supply food. How is that?


Can you think of any other Bible stories where God fed His people by a miracle?


How can we make the best use of our bodily blessings?


^  ^  ^
Acts 2:38 -Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 


in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


Through whom does God supply what our souls need?


How does the Holy Spirit give us spiritual blessings?


Can you think of any Bible stories where God sent His Holy Spirit to provide for His people’s
spiritual needs?


How can we make the best use of our spiritual blessings?
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Activity Four - Plant some seeds and watch them grow over the next few weeks.


Passages


Matthew 6:11 -  G__v__     __s    th__s    d__y     __ __r    d__ __ly   br__ __d.
(Fill in the missing vowels.)


Psalms 106:1 ...O__,   __i__e    __ __a__ __ __    __o    __ __e    __O__ __, 


__o__    __e    i__     __oo__!    __o__    __i__    __e__ __y    


e__ __u__e__     __o__e__e__.
(Fill in the missing consonants.)


Philippians 4:19  And my ________ shall______________   __________ your


______________ according to His ____________ in glory by 


_______________ _________________.
(Fill in the missing words.)


Hymn - TLH 570 v. 1, 4, 7, 8


Praise, oh, praise, our God and King,
Hymns of adoration sing;
For His mercies still endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure.


Praise Him that He gave the rain
To mature the swelling grain;
For His mercies still endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure.


And for richer food that this,
Pledge of everlasting bliss;
For His mercies still endure, 
Ever faithful, ever sure.


Glory to our bounteous King,
Glory let creation sing;
Glory to the Father, Son,
And the Spirit, Three in One!


Prayer - Write a prayer thanking God for giving you all that you need for your body and
soul.


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Prophet Elijah
1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24


Have you ever thought, “I can’t share what I have with you
because then I won’t have enough for myself”?  


Try to think of a situation where someone might feel this way.  
As you read this story, notice what Elijah shared with King Ahab


and the widow and her family; what the widow shared with
Elijah; and what the gracious hand of God shared with all of
them.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, You have given us so freely of Your Son


to take away our sins.  Help us to give freely and generously to those in need and in our
offerings at church.  Help them to be gifts of love.  Please give us the faith to trust that You
will provide for all of our needs.  Amen.


The Story
In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of


Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king
over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned
over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. {30}
Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight
of the LORD, more than all who were before
him. {31} And it came to pass, as though it had
been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as
wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of
the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal
and worshiped him. {32} Then he set up an altar
for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had
built in Samaria. {33} And Ahab made a
wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the
LORD God of Israel to anger than all the kings
of Israel who were before him. 


{34} In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho.
He laid its foundation with Abiram his firstborn,
and with his youngest son Segub he set up its
gates, according to the word of the LORD,
which He had spoken through Joshua the son
of Nun.


(1 Kings 17)  And Elijah the Tishbite, of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the


LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand,
there shall not be dew nor rain these years,
except at my word." 


{2} Then the word of the LORD came to him,
saying, {3} "Get away from here and turn
eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith,
which flows into the Jordan. {4} "And it will be
that you shall drink from the brook, and I have
commanded the ravens to feed you there." 


{5} So he went and did according to the
word of the LORD, for he went and stayed by
the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.
{6} The ravens brought him bread and meat in
the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening; and he drank from the brook. 


{7} And it happened after a while that the
brook dried up, because there had been no
rain in the land. {8} Then the word of the LORD
came to him, saying, {9} "Arise, go to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell
there. See, I have commanded a widow there
to provide for you." {10} So he arose and went
to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate
of the city, indeed a widow was there
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said,
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"Please bring me a little water in a cup, that I
may drink." {11} And as she was going to get it,
he called to her and said, "Please bring me a
morsel of bread in your hand." 


{12} So she said, "As the LORD your God
lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of
flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I
am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go
in and prepare it for myself and my son, that
we may eat it, and die." 


{13} And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go
and do as you have said, but make me a small
cake from it first, and bring it to me; and
afterward make some for yourself and your son.
{14} "For thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'The
bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar
of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain
on the earth.'" 


{15} So she went away and did according
to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her
household ate for many days. {16} The bin of
flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run
dry, according to the word of the LORD which
He spoke by Elijah.


{17} Now it happened after these things
that the son of the woman who owned the
house became sick. And his sickness was so
serious that there was no breath left in him. 


{18} So she said to Elijah, "What have I to do
with you, O man of God? Have you come to
me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill
my son?" 


{19} And he said to her, "Give me your son."
So he took him out of her arms and carried him
to the upper room where he was staying, and
laid him on his own bed. {20} Then he cried out
to the LORD and said, "O LORD my God, have
You also brought tragedy on the widow with
whom I lodge, by killing her son?" {21} And he
stretched himself out on the child three times,
and cried out to the LORD and said, "O LORD
my God, I pray, let this child's soul come back
to him." 


{22} Then the LORD heard the voice of
Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to
him, and he revived. {23} And Elijah took the
child and brought him down from the upper
room into the house, and gave him to his
mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!" 


{24} Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by
this I know that you are a man of God, and
that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the
truth."


Outer Aim – God provides for all of Elijah, the widow and her family’s  bodily
and spiritual needs.


What the Story Tells Us  - Give a short answer to the questions below.
 
1. Who needed to hear there would be a punishment from God for worshiping idols?


2. Who do you think sent Elijah to talk to King Ahab?


3. How did God provide for Elijah at the brook Cherith?


4. Whom did God send Elijah to live with after the stream dried up?


5. How did God provide the widow, her family, and Elijah with food?


6. God also wanted the widow and her family to be saved and go to heaven. Whom did
they need to learn about in order to be saved?


7. What did Elijah share with the woman and her family?  (v. 24)
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What God’s Word Tells Us  - Discuss the questions below.


1. Elijah did not have earthly possessions to share.  What treasure did he have that he
shared with King Ahab, the widow, and her family?


2. Did King Ahab want to hear Elijah’s message? Since he was king, what could Ahab
have done to Elijah?


3. Did Elijah let fear stop him from preaching God’s Word? Whom did He trust in to take
care of him?


4. Why was the widow hesitant to share her food with Elijah?


5. Elijah promised her that the oil and flour would never be gone until God sent the rain.
The widow must have believed him because she brought food for Elijah before she fed
her son and herself.  How did she know that Elijah was speaking the truth?


6. Who gave her faith to believe God’s promise?
7. Matt. 25:40 says, “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,


inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’” So
when we help people in need, to whom are we also giving a gift?


8. There is a similar story in Mark 12:41-44.  Look it up. The widow gave all she had at the
temple.  Who would provide for all of her needs?


9. Who gave her the faith to believe that God would provide?


10. God has asked us to give to Him first.  Look up 2 Cor. 9:7 and discuss. Why would we
want to give offerings to the Lord?


11. But if we give to the Lord first, doesn’t that mean we’ll have less money to spend on
ourselves?     Look up Mal. 3:10-11 and discuss.


12. How do we know God will provide for all of our needs?


13. How has God provided for our spiritual needs?


14. What does this show us about God? Who gives us the faith to trust God to take care of
us?


Inner Aim – We bring our first fruits to God out of love, trusting that He will
provide for all of our future needs.
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Your Turn  - Put an X in front of each person who is giving God his or her first fruits and is
trusting God to provide.


_____ Joey spent his time and money on Saturday with his friends seeing a movie and
going out to eat.  He only had a little change left to put in the collection plate on
Sunday.


_____ Carl is saving his money for a new bike.  Each week he sets some of his           
allowance aside for church and saves the rest for his bike.


_____ Mr. and Mrs. Jones aren’t sure how they’ll pay all their bills this month, but they write
out a check to the church first for their offering.


_____ Katie has a classmate named Sue.  Sue’s family lost their home in a fire. Katie
decides to give some of her clothes to Sue.


_____ Dr. Johnson is a Christian.  He knows the Smith family can’t afford health care so he
charges them nothing for office visits.


_____ When Lisa finishes with nursing school, she wants to be a medical missionary in
India and share her knowledge of God’s Word and medicine with the orphans.


Hymn/Prayer - TLH 442 v. 1, 2


Lord of Glory, who hast bo’t us
With Thy lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that has freely given 
Blessings countless as the sand
To th’ unthankful and the evil
With Thine own unsparing hand.


Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee
Gladly, freely, of Thine own;
With the sunshine of Thy goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by Thee, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed
‘Tis to give than to receive. Amen


Passages


Philippians 4:19 -  And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.


Romans 8:32 - He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?


Proverbs 19:17 -  He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, 
and He will pay back what he has given.
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Look up part of the explanation to THE FIRST ARTICLE (Sydow Catechism). Fill in the blanks. 
Then transfer each underlined word in order to the word puzzle.  The letters in the box will
make a message.


. . . ________   ________ preserves me by richly and ___________  providing clothing


and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and ____________________,


____________, animals, and ___________  my ______________________ and all I need


to ________________ this body and life.  He ________________ me from all danger.


 He guards and defends me from _______________ evil. God does this because


He is my good and _____________________ Father in  heaven, not because of 


anything I have done to earn or deserve it. For all of this it is my  _____________ 


to thank, ______________, serve, and obey Him. This is most certainly true.


____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____


W
____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____


____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____


Now transfer the letters in the box in order to the blanks below.


___ ___ ___         ___ ___ ___ ___         ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.
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The Prophet Elijah
1 Kings 16:29 - 17:24


Have you ever had to tell someone God’s Word to correct him
when he was caught up in sin?  


What are two ways the person caught in sin might react to you
bringing him God’s Word?  


Think about this as you study how Elijah confronted King Ahab with
his sin of idolatry. 


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, You have given us so freely of Your Son to


take away our sins.  Help us to give freely and generously to those in
need and in our offerings at church.  Help them to be gifts of love.  Please give us the faith to
trust that You will provide for all of our needs.  Amen.


The Story


In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of
Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king
over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri
reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two
years. {30} Now Ahab the son of Omri did
evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all
who were before him. {31} And it came to
pass, as though it had been a trivial thing
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel
the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the
Sidonians; and he went and served Baal
and worshiped him. {32} Then he set up an
altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which
he had built in Samaria. {33} And Ahab
made a wooden image. Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger
than all the kings of Israel who were before
him. 


{34} In his days Hiel of Bethel built
Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram
his firstborn, and with his youngest son
Segub he set up its gates, according to the
word of the LORD, which He had spoken


through Joshua the son of Nun.
(1 Kings 17)  And Elijah the Tishbite, of


the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As
the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I
stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these
years, except at my word." 


{2} Then the word of the LORD came to
him, saying, {3} "Get away from here and
turn eastward, and hide by the Brook
Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. {4}
"And it will be that you shall drink from the
brook, and I have commanded the ravens
to feed you there." 


{5} So he went and did according to the
word of the LORD, for he went and stayed
by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the
Jordan. {6} The ravens brought him bread
and meat in the morning, and bread and
meat in the evening; and he drank from
the brook. 


{7} And it happened after a while that
the brook dried up, because there had
been no rain in the land. {8} Then the word
of the LORD came to him, saying, {9} "Arise,
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go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and dwell there. See, I have commanded
a widow there to provide for you." {10} So
he arose and went to Zarephath. And
when he came to the gate of the city,
indeed a widow was there gathering sticks.
And he called to her and said, "Please
bring me a little water in a cup, that I may
drink." {11} And as she was going to get it,
he called to her and said, "Please bring me
a morsel of bread in your hand." 


{12} So she said, "As the LORD your God
lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of
flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and
see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I
may go in and prepare it for myself and my
son, that we may eat it, and die." 


{13} And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear;
go and do as you have said, but make me
a small cake from it first, and bring it to me;
and afterward make some for yourself and
your son. {14} "For thus says the LORD God
of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used
up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the
day the LORD sends rain on the earth.'" 


{15} So she went away and did
according to the word of Elijah; and she
and he and her household ate for many
days. {16} The bin of flour was not used up,
nor did the jar of oil run dry, according to
the word of the LORD which He spoke by
Elijah. 


{17} Now it happened after these things
that the son of the woman who owned the
house became sick. And his sickness was so
serious that there was no breath left in him.
{18} So she said to Elijah, "What have I to do
with you, O man of God? Have you come
to me to bring my sin to remembrance,
and to kill my son?" 


{19} And he said to her, "Give me your
son." So he took him out of her arms and
carried him to the upper room where he
was staying, and laid him on his own bed.
{20} Then he cried out to the LORD and
said, "O LORD my God, have You also
brought tragedy on the widow with whom I
lodge, by killing her son?" {21} And he
stretched himself out on the child three
times, and cried out to the LORD and said,
"O LORD my God, I pray, let this child's soul
come back to him." 


{22} Then the LORD heard the voice of
Elijah; and the soul of the child came back
to him, and he revived. {23} And Elijah took
the child and brought him down from the
upper room into the house, and gave him
to his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son
lives!" 


{24} Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now
by this I know that you are a man of God,
and that the word of the LORD in your
mouth is the truth."


Outer aim – God provides for all of Elijah, the widow and her family’s  bodily
and spiritual needs.


What the Story Tells Us  - Discuss your answers.
 
1. Who was trying to stamp out the worship of the true God?  (1 Kings 18:4)


2. What did King Ahab do to establish the worship of Baal and Asherah in his land?(1 K.
16:31-33)


3. What lesson did King Ahab, Queen Jezebel, and the other people of Israel need to
learn? How did God try to teach them that lesson?
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4. God had two ways to try to teach them to worship the true God - He sent Elijah to speak
God’s Word and He sent troubles (drought in this case). Did King Ahab, Queen Jezebel,
and the people of Israel learn their lesson from God?


5. This is one way people might react to God’s correction.  They reject God’s Word and
God’s will for their lives with rebellious hearts and thereby actually harden their own
hearts against God and His Word. Who sent Elijah to speak to Ahab about his idolatry?


6. Since Ahab was the King, what could Ahab have done to Elijah as an angry response?


7. Do you think Elijah knew this was a possibility before he went to Ahab? How was this a
test for Elijah’s faith?


8. Did this stop Elijah from going to speak God’s Word to Ahab? How did Elijah put God’s
Kingdom and God’s work before his own personal safety?


9. How was Elijah able to do this?


10. Speaking God’s Word can be hard to do in the face of persecution.  Elijah simply
obeyed God’s will in this matter and entrusted his life into the hands of the Lord. The
widow also needed to learn some spiritual lessons.  What does verse 12 tell us the woman
thought would happen to her and her son?


11. Basically she thought, “My son and I are going to die.  If we share with you we will die
faster.”  Does this attitude show a trust in God? What promise of God’s providence did
Elijah make in verse 14?


12. Did the woman believe this promise?  How do we know?


13. Who had given her the faith to believe this promise?


14. Later, when her son died, the woman thought God was punishing her.  What did she
believe God was punishing her for?  (v. 18)


15. This is a common misconception among many people, “God is punishing me for my sins,
that is why God has sent this trouble.” Does God ever punish us for our sins? Who was
punished in our place for our sins?


16. Trials in life are never a punishment for believers.  Jesus was completely punished for our
sins on the cross.  Then why did God send the problems of drought and death to the
widow?


Inner aim – God sends trials and sufferings to test us spiritually, to correct us and
to strengthen our faith.
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What God’s Word Tells Us  - Look up the following Scripture references and then discuss
the following questions.


James 1:24, Rom. 5:1-4
What should be our attitude when we are confronted by trials?
God sends trials to us as well. What are some trials people your age might face?
What good can come from trials?  (See the above passages and also I Pet. 5:10.)


Hebrews 12:1-11
What do trials prove to us regarding our relationship to God? (vv. 6-7)
What do they prove regarding God’s feelings toward us?  (v. 6)
Who is our perfect example of bearing trials?  (vv. 2-3)
What does God accomplish in our hearts through trials?  (vv. 10-11)
How should we receive this chastening from God? (v. 9)


Isaiah 53:4-6
Are we being punished for our sins when we suffer trials? (vv. 5-6)
Who bore all the punishment for our sins? 


Hebrews 2:18,  4:15
Do we ever suffer alone?  Who else is helping us to bear the sorrow of this trial?
How was Christ tempted through His trials?  (v. 4:15)
Who perfectly withstood every trial and temptation?
Who can sympathize with us and provide help when we need it?


Romans 8:16-18, 26-39
Who or what can separate us from God’s love?  (vv. 38-39)
Who helps us in our weakness by praying for us?  (vv. 26, 34)
How do all things (even trials) turn out for the Christian?  (v. 28)
How can we be conquerors in the midst of trials as verse 37 states?


2 Corinthians 11:23-27
Name some trials St. Paul faced.
Didn’t the Apostle Paul already have a strong faith?  Why would God send him so many
trials?  (Hint: 2 Cor. 1:3-11 may help.)


2 Corinthians 1:3-11
Who comforts us in our suffering?  (vv. 3-4)
Who comforted Paul in his sufferings?
The Christian Church in Paul’s day was suffering much persecution from Jews and
government leaders.  How could St. Paul use his experiences of suffering to minister to a
Church that was suffering persecution?
Let’s make up an example.  Let’s say you have been persecuted (ridiculed, excluded) by
peers at school for being a Christian.  Where should you look for comfort?  How, then, can
you comfort another person who is facing similar persecution?
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Your Turn  - Look up the Scripture references, then pick an answer from the word box below
to answer the questions.


deliverance stop worrying thanksgiving
pray                                         anxious Scripture


Psalm 46:10
What do we need to remember when things seem out of control in our lives?  (This answer is
not in the word box.)
What do you think it means to “be still”? __________________________


Psalm 50:15 
Instead of worrying, what should we do when we have troubles?_______________


What is God’s promise in this passage?_________________________________


Romans 15:4
Where will we find the comfort and hope we need?________________________
The Psalms are especially full of encouragement for those who are facing trials.
See Ps. 25; 27; 46; 85; 86; and many more.  See also Is. 12; Is. 43:1-3; Is. 49:15-16.


Philippians 4:6-9
What shouldn’t we be? _____________________________


What should we have in our prayers along with requests? _____________________


What should we be thinking about? _______________________________________
(This answer is not in the word box.)


What should we be busy doing? __________________________________________
(This answer is not in the word box.)


1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
What could we possibly rejoice about and give thanks for during times of trouble?  (Answer
not found in box.)


Summing it up – During times of trials we should…
Trust God
Stop worrying
Remember Christ’s example
Pray


Study God’s Word
Give thanks
Let our mind dwell on good things
Be busy doing what is right and good.
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Passages
Be still, and know that I am God.  Psalm 46:10


Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.  Ps. 50:15


Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your God, He
is the One who goes with you.  He will not leave you nor forsake you.  


Deuteronomy  31:6
Hymn - TLH 442 v. 1, 2


Lord of Glory, who hast bo’t us
With Thy lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that has freely given 
Blessings countless as the sand
To th’ unthankful and the evil
With Thine own unsparing hand.


Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to yield Thee
Gladly, freely, of Thine own;
With the sunshine of Thy goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by Thee, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed
‘Tis to give than to receive. Amen


Prayer
  
Dear Heavenly Father, When You choose to test us through trials, fill us with Your Spirit so that
we do not turn away from You in rebellion.  Instead, fill us with comfort from Your Word.  Let
Christ in His sufferings be our example.  As Christ turned to You in prayer for comfort and
strength, likewise help us to turn to You in prayer.  Let our times of trial be times of faith
strengthening for us.  We pray that You will help us to use the comfort we receive from Your
Word to comfort others in their distress.  We thank You for the trials You send because You
thereby prove to us Your love for us, and that You have truly made us Your own dear
children.  Help us to accept Your will for our lives with joy.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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STORY 8/30/2002


The Prophet Elijah - I Kings 16-17


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, Your mercies are new every morning. Great is Your faithfulness. Sometimes suffering is
our lot because we are living in a world of sin among the godless. Fill us with Your Spirit, O Lord,
that we may commit ourselves into Your care and keeping knowing that You will never forsake Your
people but rather will bless them even in the midst of suffering. Be with me to communicate these
gracious truths to the children placed in my charge in my Sunday School class. In Your holy name I
pray.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Oil - (17:12)  Olive oil was used in many ways for many purposes
Flour - 17:12 Likely, barley flour, the grain of the poor people


OUTER AIM
The prophet Elijah confronts wicked King Ahab with a message of a severe draught


INNER AIM
In the midst of suffering God’s people are preserved and blessed


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. l,  pp. 340-346)
After the division of the Kingdom, both the northern ten tribes (Israel) and the southern two tribes
(Judah) declined in proportion to their departure from God. The nineteen kings of Israel were all
wicked and led the people into the grossest forms of idolatry. They worshipped before the golden
calves as did the Egyptians; they served Baal and Ashtoreth as did the Phoenicians and Babylonians.
They even sacrificed their children to Moloch, as did the Canaanites.


It is difficult to understand how the people who had come to know the one true God could sacrifice
this blessed truth and serve false gods. This did not happen suddenly. As they continued to
commingle and intermarry with the heathen, step-by-step their involvement in the lives and worship
of the heathen increased until they could hardly be distinguished from the idolatrous people with
whom they lived. The worship of idols became so prominent it seemed that there were no people left
at all who still served the living God.


Judah also turned to idolatry. However, in Judah the people enjoyed the leadership of pious kings
from time-to-time.  Of the twenty kings in Judah, eight could be considered pious men who initiated
sweeping reforms to restore the true religion of the one true God.


Idolatry brought Israel to its lowest spiritual point under Ahab, the king of Israel. “Ahab the son of
Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD, more than all who were before him. And it came to pass, as
though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he
took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and
worshiped him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.
And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than
all the kings of Israel who were before him.” (I Kings 16:30-33)
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, I must confess that often I take things for granted in my life. Sometimes I forget that all things are
blessings from Your gracious and loving hands. Lord, help me to see Your love for me in my earthly and
spiritual blessings which I enjoy every day of my life. Fill me with Your Spirit that I may thankfully appreciate
all that you have done for me in Christ Jesus my Savior and all that You continue to do for me. May I always
worship You, the one true God of heaven and earth and give all glory to You in my words and actions. In the
name of my Savior Jesus. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Though Ahab deserved nothing but condemnation from the Lord God, He had not yet given up on Ahab. The
LORD God sent Elijah, His faithful prophet, to face Ahab directly. This was no easy mission. Elijah knew how
dangerous it was. Ahab was a ruthless self-indulgent king. Jezebel, his wife, held an intense hatred for all the
priests and prophets of the living God. They were not safe anywhere. Now Elijah was instructed to go to the
capital city of Samaria where Ahab and Jezebel lived and bring them this message: “As the LORD God of Israel
lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word.” (I Kings 17:1) 


The faith that God worked in Elijah is to be noted. He not only carried a message to the King, which would
surely infuriate him, but the message would predict a famine over all the country. He too would be affected. Yet,
Elijah obediently carried out God’s wishes confident that God would watch over him and care for him. He
needed to simply walk with His Lord, speak His Word and leave all things to God’s direction.


Evidently the king and his henchmen were so completely surprised by Elijah’s boldness that he was able to
leave without being taken captive or harmed in anyway. Whether Ahab sought to find Elijah and punish him for
such behavior, we don’t know. It appears that Elijah was in extreme danger, for God Himself instructed Elijah
to head eastward “and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan.” (17:3) There the Lord would
protect him from Ahab and Jezebel as well as supply him with sustenance.


From that day on there was neither dew nor rain throughout the entire kingdom of Israel. The grass and grain
withered and died. The livestock began to die and the people suffered from hunger and thirst. In Palestine when
moisture is lacking growing things dry up very rapidly because of the heat of the day and the very sandy soil.
But this drought continued for three years and six months!
The Brook Cherith was a tributary flowing into the Jordan River.  Ravens are rather voracious birds eating
everything they find.  It would seem they were an unlikely choice by God. Yet, He constantly challenges the
knowledge of this world by using creation as He chooses. Zaraphath was located in Phoenicia on the shore of
the Mediterranean between Tyre and Sidon. It was about 85 miles from the Brook Cherith. This was the native
country of Queen Jezebel.


Another noteworthy example of faith is found there in Zaraphath. What a blessing came to the widow and her
son when she took the Lord at His Word in faith. “Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that the
word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.” (17:24)


APPLICATION
In this world of sin we cannot avoid confrontation. Jesus says, “I have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take
them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world. Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.” 
(John 17:14-17)
Sometimes we can get by, simply by minding our own business.  We need not try to find ways to bring about a
confrontation with our fellowman. Nevertheless, we will not be able to avoid it. Just as surely as we stand up for
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God’s truth in our words and actions, we will find ourselves at odds with someone or something in this world of
sin.


Sometimes, since we live in a country where religious freedom is to be tolerated, we are permitted to speak and
practice openly as our conscience dictates. Yet, we may find that people are hesitant to become our friends with
us because of our unwillingness to disregard God and His Word in our lives.


Children are under a great deal of peer pressure. They want to be accepted and liked. All of us do. Yet, they are
young and haven’t experienced the downside of actions and words which are contrary to God and His Word of
Truth.  For the sake of having friends, they may sacrifice faithfulness to God, become disobedient to parents and
disregard the law. The vulnerability of children makes them a prime target of Satan.


It is all-important, first of all, for mothers and fathers to “stand up for Jesus!” Parents need to do this in their
family life, at work etc. Children are deeply impressed by actions far more than words. As someone once said,
“What you are doing speaks so loudly I can’t hear what you are saying.”


Secondly, we need to help our children realize that they are first of all Christians. They have been bought with a
price. That price is what Jesus paid in coming here to rescue us “that you may proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” (I Pet. 2:9, also see the explanation to the second article of
the Creed)


Thirdly, if we are called upon to sacrifice Jesus and His Word for “friendship,” the price is far too high.
Remember, Satan works through people. God works through people. If we care about the would-be friends, we
will do everything we can to share with them the love of Jesus rather than confirm them in a godless way by
joining them in their error.


Fourthly, we can be assured that blessing will always  result from confessing His Truth in word and action in a
kind, gentle and loving way. Remember, contending for the Truth doesn’t mean that we must be contentious in
the process.


Discuss with the children examples from their lives which required a confession of their faith before others in
the world. What were the results?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.
I Peter 5:7 - “Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you”.
James 5:16 - “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”
Psalms 37:25 - “I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his


descendants begging bread.”
Deuteronomy 5:9-10 - “I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the


children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands of
those who love Me and keep My commandments.”


HYMN CHOICES
The Man Is Ever Blest - TLH 414
I walk In Danger All The way - TLH 413
May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill - TLH 412
Oh, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways - TLH 416
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STORY 8/13/2003


The Prophet Elijah - I Kings 16-17 - Extra Notes


Introduction:  Hold up a living plant.  What does this plant need to live?  What would happen if it didn’t
get any water?  What would happen to strawberry plants, or corn plants, or wheat plants if they didn’t get
any water?  What would we eat for food if all the plants died?  That is just what happened during the
Prophet Elijah’s day.  We’re going to learn today how God provided food for his faithful prophet,
Elijah. 


Suggestions for telling the story:  Your students may not know what idol worship is.  It might help to
bring a stick and stone and talk about the futility of praying to sticks and stones even if they are carved in
the shape of a man or animal.


For the miracle of the oil and flour, actually present two jars, one with a small amount of flour and one with
a small amount of oil.  Mix the flour with the oil and some water to make a lump of dough.  Show how the
two jars have become empty in the process.  This will emphasize to small children that it was a miracle. 
Kindergartners probably will not know what the word miracle means unless you spend some time
explaining it.  A miracle is something people and machines can’t do.  Only God can do a miracle because
He has great power.


OUTER AIM
God provided food for Elijah, a widow, and her family.


INNER AIM
We can trust God to provide all of our needs because He has all power. (lower)
We bring our first fruits to God out of love, trusting that He will provide for all of our future needs. (middle)
God sends trials and sufferings to test us spiritually, correct us, and to strengthen our faith. (upper)


PASSAGES
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.   Ps. 124:8
Give us this day our daily bread.  Matt. 6:11 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures (lasts) forever.  Ps. 106:1 
1st Article


HYMN CHOICES
 “I am Jesus’ Little Lamb”    TLH  648
 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    TLH  644
“Praise, Oh, Praise, Our God and King”    TLH 570 verses 1, 4-8
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  TLH 457
“What God Ordains is Always Good”  TLH 521
“Be Still, My Soul”  TLH 651
“Children of the Heavenly Father”  WS 785
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STORY 8/30/2002


God Provides For Elijah - 1 Kings 16:29-17:24


TEACHER PRAYER
O Lord, You have taught us to pray, “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.” You have thereby taught
us that You will provide for all of our earthly needs. Teach us that lesson so that we are can thereby
instruct the lambs given into our care on Sunday morning. Amen.


OUTER AIM
God provided food for Elijah by a miracle of the crows.
After the water in the brook dried up, where did God send Elijah to live? (To a widow in Zarephath)
Who had God told to take care of Elijah?  (the widow)
Why was the widow worried that she couldn’t share her food with Elijah?  (She thought she would
soon run out of food.)
What promise about the flour and oil did Elijah make to her?  ( Her jar of flour and jug of oil would
never run out.)
Could Elijah make the jar of flour and jug of oil never run out?  (no)
Who really made the flour and oil never run out? (God)
God provided the widow, her family, and Elijah with food every day by a miracle.
Do you have food to eat at your house?  
Where does your food come from? (Note:  Children in rural areas will understand that food is grown
on farms from crops or livestock.  Children growing up in the city may not understand this concept. 
It may be helpful to show some bread and some wheat and talk about how it gets to your table from
the farm.)
Can the farmers make the plants grow? (no)
Who is the only one who can make the seeds grow into plants with food? (God)
What does God send so that the plants will grow? (Rain and sunshine)
Can the farmer make the cows grow?  (no)
Who only can make the cows grow?  (God)
What does God give the cows so they can grow?  (green grass and grain to eat)
So, who is it that gives us our food?  (God)
God also gives us trees to build houses with, clay from the ground to make bricks with, cotton from a
plant to make clothes with, and wool from sheep to make clothes with.  
God provides for all of our needs.


INNER AIM
How does God make plants, trees, clay, cows, and sheep?  (God has special power to make things. 
He created the heavens and the whole earth.)
But even when there was no rain in Elijah’s day to make the plants grow, how did God give Elijah
food?  (He did miracles.)
Do we ever have to worry if God can give us enough food? (no) Why not?
We can trust God to provide all of our needs because He has all power. (Level 1)
God, in His love, provides us with all that we need for our body and soul. (Level 2)


INTRODUCTION & PRESENTATION
Level 1 Hold up a living plant.  What does this plant need to live?  What would happen if it


didn’t get any water?  What would happen to strawberry plants, or corn plants, or
wheat plants if they didn’t get any water?  What would we eat for food if all the plants
died?  That is just what happened during the Prophet Elijah’s day.  We’re going to
learn today how God provided food for his faithful prophet, Elijah. 
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Level 2 Have the students help you make a list of things they need to stay alive and things they want.  As
the children suggest things help them to understand the difference between what we need to keep
alive as opposed to things we want but don’t need to sustain life.  (Needs – water, air, food,
clothing, shelter, family, etc.)  Save the list for later lesson development.  At this point emphasize
only physical needs.  We’ll add spiritual needs later.


Suggestions for telling the story:  
Level 1 Your students may not know what idol worship is.  It might help to bring a stick and stone and


talk about the futility of praying to sticks and stones even if they are carved in the shape of a man
or animal. For the miracle of the oil and flour, actually present two jars, one with a small amount
of flour and one with a small amount of oil.  Mix the flour with the oil and some water to make a
lump of dough.  Show how the two jars have become empty in the process.  This will emphasize
to small children that it was a miracle.  Kindergartners probably will not know what the word
miracle means unless you spend some time explaining it.  A miracle is something people and
machines can’t do.  Only God can do a miracle because He has great power.


Extra activity:  Plant some seeds and watch them grow over the next few weeks.


Level 2 If your students don’t understand how lack of rain can affect the food supply, then spend some
time explaining this.  Having a plant in class may aid in this discussion.  Your students may not
know what idol worship is.  It might help to bring a stick and stone and talk about the futility of
praying to sticks and stones even if they are carved in the shape of a man or animal.


For the miracle of the oil and flour, actually present two jars, one with a small amount of flour and one with a
small amount of oil.  Mix the flour with the oil and some water to make a lump of dough.  Show how the two
jars have become empty in the process.  This will emphasize to young children that it was a miracle.  Your
students may not know what the word miracle means unless you spend some time explaining it.  A miracle is
something people and machines can’t do.  Only God can do a miracle because He has great power.
Words which 2nd and 3rd graders may not know but they should certainly be introduced to might include: idols,
idol worship, drought, famine, starvation.
As a class: Make a list of things our body needs in order to stay alive.(air, water, food, clothing, shelter, family)
Just like our body has needs to stay alive, our soul has needs for eternal life.  We call these spiritual needs. List
as many spiritual needs as you can think of. (faith, forgiveness, God’s love, baptism, power of Holy Spirit,
prayer, God’s Word, eternal life, and probably more)


Read the passages in bold type and then answer the questions orally.


He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with
plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.  Acts 14:17


This passage shows the usual way God provides food for us.  What is that? (God makes the crops in the ground
grow.) 
Today’s story shows another way God can supply food.  How is that? (by a miracle)
Can you think of any other Bible stories where God fed His people by a miracle?  (manna in the desert, feeding
the 5,000, feeding the 4,000)


Repent and be baptized, for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 2:38
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Through whom does God supply what our souls need?  (the Holy Spirit)
How does the Holy Spirit give us spiritual blessings?  (He works through God’s Word, baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper to give us spiritual blessings.)
Can you think of any Bible stories where God sent His Holy Spirit to provide for His people’s spiritual needs? 
(Pentecost, Peter preaches to Cornelius)
(God also provides for our spiritual needs through people who tell us God’s Word.)


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, You are so kind and good to us.  You give us everything that we need.  Thank You for
all the blessings You give us.  Help us to use them wisely and share these blessings with others.  Amen.


APPLICATION
Do your parents give you good things?  (yes)  
Why?  (They love you and want to take care of you.)
Does God give us good food, clothing, and homes? (yes)
Why?  (God loves us and wants to take care of us.)
All these good things God gives us are called blessings.
How can we show God we like the good blessings He gives us?  (Thank Him.  Take good care of what He gives


us.  Share with others.)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  Ps. 124:8
Give us this day our daily bread.  Matt. 6:11 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures (lasts) forever. Ps. 106:1 


HYMN CHOICES
“I am Jesus’ Little Lamb”    TLH  648
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”    TLH  644
“Praise, Oh, Praise, Our God and King”    TLH 570 verses 1, 4-8
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11-14







Old Testament 2  The Kingdom Divided  - Level 1


The Story


King Solomon began ruling Israel
following and believing the true God.  God
gave Him a very large kingdom and lots of
money.  When Solomon got older, he
forgot about the true God and believed in
idols.  God was very sad that Solomon had
turned away from Him.  Because Solomon
turned away from God, God said that He
would divide Solomon’s kingdom into two
parts.


Solomon died.  His son began to rule
the kingdom.  The new king’s name was
Rehoboam.  The people in the kingdom
had to work very hard for Solomon.  They
also had to pay him lots of money, called
taxes.  The people in the northern part of
the kingdom did not want to do these
things anymore.  The people’s leaders
went to the new king, Rehoboam and
asked, “Please take away some of the
hard work and taxes that your father made
us pay.  Then we will be your servants.” 
Rehoboam didn’t know how to answer. 
He said, “Give me three days to think
about it.”


Some of Solomon’s advisors were
with Rehoboam.  Their job was to tell the
king what he should do.  Rehoboam asked
them to help him answer the question the
people had asked.  The advisors said,
“Listen to the people.  Take away some of
the hard work


and taxes.”  Rehoboam didn’t like this
answer.  He went to ask some of his friends
what he should do.  His friends said, “Make
the people work harder and pay you more
money.”  Rehoboam liked this answer.  He
told the leaders, “You will work harder and
pay more taxes for me than you did for my
father.”


The leaders of the people did not like
this answer.  They decided that another
man, Jeroboam, would be their new king. 
God’s words to Solomon had come true. 
Solomon’s kingdom was split into two parts.


Rehoboam stayed king over the
southern part of Solomon’s kingdom.  His
kingdom was called Judah.  Jeroboam
became the king of the northern part of
Solomon’s kingdom.  His kingdom was
called Israel.


Both Rehoboam and Jeroboam
were bad kings.  They did not listen to what
God was telling them.  They made idols for
the people to worship. So, the people did
not worship the true God.  Both of these
kings made their people turn away from
God.  Because they did these bad things
and did not say they were sorry, God
promised that bad things would happen to
their families.


God’s kingdom of Israel is divided.
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Activity One - Answer these Review Questions together.
 
1. Who began to rule after Solomon had died?
2. Some of the leaders of the people came to Rehoboam and asked him a question. 


What did they want Rehoboam to do?
3. Rehoboam asked two groups of people what he should do about the people wanting


to do less work and pay less money to him.  Which group of people did Rehoboam
listen to—Solomon’s advisors or his friends?


4. Because Rehoboam listened to his friends, what did the leaders of the people do?
5. There were now two kings in Solomon’s kingdom.  Who words had come true?
6. All of God’s words come true.  God said that bad things would happen if Solomon did


not listen to what God had to say.  Which other two people did not listen to what God
had to say?


7. Bad things would happen to Rehoboam and Jeroboam if they did not listen to God. 
What do you think would happen to us if we do not believe and listen to what God
has told us?


Activity Two - The sentences below tell about the story.  If the sentence says something
that is correct, circle yes.  If the sentence says something that is wrong, circle no.


1. God was happy with King Solomon. Yes         No


2. All the people liked Rehoboam as king. Yes         No


3. Rehoboam listened to Solomon’s advisors. Yes         No


4. Some of the people chose a new king. Yes         No


5. Solomon’s kingdom did not split into two. Yes         No


6. The new kings were bad kings. Yes         No


7. The new kings listened to God’s words. Yes         No


8. All of God’s words came true. Yes         No


Disobedience to God has dire consequences.
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Activity Three - Use a pencil or a crayon to help the children find the path that leads
them to the God’s Word.







Old Testament 5  The Kingdom Divided  - Level 1


Passages


Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.


Hymn - TLH #462 or v. 1, 4 


I love Thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of Thine abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.


For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend,
To her my cares and toils be given
Till toils and cares shall end.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank You for giving us Your Word in the Bible.  Please help us to walk in


the path that You set for us.  Watch over us so that one day we will see You in
heaven.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 12-14
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The Story


When King Solomon began ruling
Israel, he worshiped and believed in the
true God.  As Solomon grew older, he
turned away from the Lord and built idols
for his family.  The Lord was very unhappy
with Solomon.  Because Solomon turned
away from the Lord, the Lord told Solomon
that he would divide Solomon’s  kingdom
into two parts after he died.


Rehoboam became king when
Solomon died.  He was not wise like his
father.  Before he was crowned king, the
leaders of the 10 tribes of Israel asked him,
“Please take away some of the hard work
and high taxes your father made us pay. 
Then we will be your servants.” Rehoboam
didn’t know how to answer.


He said, “Give me three days to think
about it.” Rehoboam asked his father’s
advisors what to do.


They said, “Listen to the people and
take away some of the hard work and high
taxes.”  Rehoboam also asked his rich
friends what he should do.


They said, “Make the people work
harder and pay more taxes.”  Rehoboam
decided to follow this advice.


So he told the leaders of Israel, “You
will work harder and pay more taxes to me
than you did for my father.”


The 10 tribes of Israel didn’t like the
answer Rehoboam gave them.  They said
that Jeroboam, Solomon’s servant, would
be their king.  God’s words to Solomon had
come true.  Solomon’s kingdom was split
into two parts.


Rehoboam stayed king over two
tribes.  He ruled in the southern part of
Solomon’s kingdom.  His kingdom was
called Judah.  Jeroboam became the king
over the other 10 tribes of Israel.  He ruled
over the northern part of Solomon’s
kingdom.  His kingdom was called Israel.


Jeroboam was a bad king.  He did
not follow the Lord and do what He said. 
Jeroboam made two golden calves for the
people to worship.  He put one in the city
of Dan and the other in Bethel.  He did not
want the people in Israel to go to
Jerusalem to worship in the temple. 
Jeroboam led the people of Israel away
from the true God to worship idols. 
Because Jeroboam led the people away
from the Lord, the Lord said that bad things
would happen to Jeroboam’s family. 


Rehoboam also was a bad king.  He
did not follow the Lord.  He made idols for
the people in Judah.  They put idols on the
hills and in the trees.  Bad things would also
happen to Rehoboam’s family because he
did not follow the ways of the Lord.


God’s kingdom of Israel is divided.


Disobedience to God has serious consequences.
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Activity One - Answer the following discussion questions orally as a whole group or in
smaller groups as time permits.
 
1. How did Solomon begin ruling Israel?
2. What did Solomon do to make the Lord unhappy?  What did the Lord do to Solomon’s


kingdom?
3. Who became king after Solomon?
4. What question did the 10 tribes of Israel ask Rehoboam?
5. What answer did Rehoboam give the 10 tribes?
6. What did the 10 tribes do after Rehoboam’s answer?  Who became their king?
7. What kind of king was Rehoboam?  What kind of king was Jeroboam?
8. What consequences came to both Jeroboam and Rehoboam because they did not


follow what the Lord said?


Activity Two - Map Skills - THE DIVIDED KINGDOM.  Follow the directions to put the items
on the map. 


1. Label the northern part
Israel.(10 tribes of Israel)


2. Label the southern part
Judah. (Judah and
Benjamin)


3. There are 3 cities on the
map, Label the city to the
far north Dan. Label the
city near the southern
border of Israel Bethel.
Label the only city in Judah
Jerusalem.


4. Label the sea in Israel Sea
of Galilee.  


5. Label the sea near Judah
Dead Sea. 


6. Label the river between
them Jordan River.


7. Color Israel yellow.  
8. Color Judah red.  
9. Color the seas and rivers


blue.
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Passages


Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Matthew 4:10b - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.


The kings in our story did not follow God’s Word.  What happens when we do not follow
God’s Word?


What are some other things that could replace God’s Word in someone’s life?


What are some things we could do if someone was trying to take God’s Word away from us?


Hymn - TLH #462 v. 1, 4 


I love Thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of Thine abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.


For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend,
To her my cares and toils be given
Till toils and cares shall end.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank You for giving us Your Word in the Bible.  Please help us to worship


only You and walk in Your ways.  Help us not to lead others from Your Word but
lead them to Your Word.  Amen.
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The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 12-14


Have you ever heard anyone say he is ‘older and wiser’ than he
was before? Why do you suppose you get wiser with age?
Today’s lesson shows what can happen if you disregard the advice
of older and wiser people.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
You have given me many people in my life to guide me.


Please help me to listen and act on the good advice of those older
and wiser who have studied Your Word. Give me the attitude to
listen and study Your lesson today and then apply it to my life. I ask
this in Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 12-14 (excerpts)


Rehoboam went to Shechem to be made
king. So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of
Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt), that they sent
and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole
assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam,
saying, "Your father made our yoke heavy; now
therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your
father, and we will serve you." 


So he said to them, "Depart for three days,
then come back to me." And the people
departed. 


Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders
who stood before his father Solomon while he still
lived.


And they spoke to him, saying, "If you will
speak good words to them, then they will be your
servants forever."


 But he rejected the advice which the
elders had given him, and consulted the young
men who had grown up with him. 


Then the young men who had grown up
with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus you should
speak to this people who have spoken to you, 'My
little finger shall be thicker than my father's waist!
Now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you,
I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you


with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!'"
So Jeroboam and all the people came to


Rehoboam the third day. Then the king
answered the people roughly, and rejected the
advice which the elders had given him; and he
spoke to them according to the advice of the
young men. 


 Now when all Israel saw that the king did
not listen to them, they departed to their tents.
But Rehoboam reigned over the cities of Judah.


Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who
was in charge of the revenue; but all Israel
stoned him with stones, and he died. Therefore
King Rehoboam fled to Jerusalem. So Israel has
been in rebellion against the house of David to
this day. 


Now it came to pass when all Israel heard
that Jeroboam had come back, they made him
king over all Israel. There was none who followed
the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.


And when Rehoboam came to
Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah
with the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred and
eighty thousand chosen men who were warriors,
to fight against the house of Israel, that he might
restore the kingdom to Rehoboam.
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But the word of God came to Shemaiah
the man of God, saying, "Speak to Rehoboam the
son of Solomon, saying, 'Thus says the LORD: "You
shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the
children of Israel. Let every man return to his house,
for this thing is from Me." ' " Therefore they obeyed
the word of the LORD. 


Then Jeroboam built Shechem and dwelt
there. Also he built Penuel. 


Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the
kingdom may return to the house of David: If these
people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the
LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people
will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of
Judah, and they will kill me and go back to
Rehoboam king of Judah." 


Therefore the king asked advice, made two
calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too
much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your
gods!" And he set up one in Bethel, and the other
he put in Dan. Now this thing became a sin. 


And behold, a man of God went from
Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, and
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Then
he cried out against the altar by the word of the
LORD, and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD:
'Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to
the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice
the priests of the high places who burn incense on
you, and men's bones shall be burned on you.'"
And he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is
the sign which the LORD has spoken: Surely the
altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be
poured out." 


So it came to pass when King Jeroboam
heard the saying of the man of God, that he
stretched out his hand from the altar, saying,
"Arrest him!" Then his hand withered, so that he
could not pull it back to himself. The altar also was
split apart, and the ashes poured out from the
altar. 


Then the king answered and said to the
man of God, "Please pray for me, that my hand
may be restored to me." So the man of God
entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was
restored to him, and became as before. 


Then the king said to the man of God,
"Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I
will give you a reward." 


But the man of God said to the king, "It was


commanded me by the word of the LORD,
saying, 'You shall not eat bread, nor drink water,
nor return by the same way you came.'" So he
went another way. 


Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and
his sons came and told him all the works that the
man of God had done that day in Bethel. And
their father said to them, "Saddle the donkey for
me." So he rode on it, and went after the man of
God, and found him sitting under an oak. Then
he said to him, "Are you the man of God who
came from Judah?" 


And he said, "I am."
Then he said to him, "Come home with


me and eat bread." 
And he said, "I cannot return with you. For


I have been told by the word of the LORD, 'You
shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor
return by going the way you came.'"


He said to him, "I too am a prophet as you
are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of
the LORD, saying, 'Bring him back with you to
your house, that he may eat bread and drink
water.' " (He was lying to him.) So he went back
with him, and ate bread in his house, and drank
water. 


Now it happened, as they sat at the
table, that the word of the LORD came to the
prophet who had brought him back; and he
cried out to the man of God who came from
Judah, saying, "Thus says the LORD: 'Because you
have disobeyed the word of the LORD, your
corpse shall not come to the tomb of your
fathers.'" 


So it was, after he had eaten bread and
after he had drunk, that he saddled the donkey
for him. When he was gone, a lion met him on
the road and killed him. And his corpse was
thrown on the road, and the donkey and lion
stood by the corpse. Men passed by and saw
the corpse thrown on the road, and the lion
standing by the corpse. Then they went and told
it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. 


Now when the prophet who had brought
him back from the way heard it, he said, "It is the
man of God who was disobedient to the word of
the LORD. Therefore the LORD has delivered him
to the lion." 


Then he went and found his corpse
thrown on the road, and the donkey and the lion
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standing by the corpse. The lion had not eaten the
corpse nor torn the donkey. And the prophet took
up the corpse of the man of God, laid it on the
donkey, and brought it back. So the old prophet
came to the city to mourn, and to bury him. Then
he laid the corpse in his own tomb; and they
mourned over him.


So it was, after he had buried him, that he
spoke to his sons, saying, "When I am dead, then
bury me in the tomb where the man of God is
buried; lay my bones beside his bones.  For the
saying which he cried out by the word of the LORD
against the altar in Bethel, and the cities of
Samaria, will surely come to pass." 


After this event Jeroboam did not turn from
his evil way, but again he made priests from every
class of people for the high places, and he
became one of the priests of the high places. And
this thing was the sin of the house of Jeroboam.


At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam
became sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife,
"Please arise, and disguise yourself, and go to
Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who
told me that I would be king over this people. Go
to him; he will tell you what will become of the
child." And Jeroboam's wife did so; she arose and
went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah.


But Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were
glazed by reason of his age. And so it was, when
Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps as she
came through the door, he said, "Come in, wife of
Jeroboam. (For he had been warned by God.)
Why do you pretend to be another person? For I
have been sent to you with bad news. Go, tell
Jeroboam, 'Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
"Because I exalted you from among the people,
and made you ruler over My people Israel, and
tore the kingdom away from the house of David,
and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as
My servant David, who kept My commandments
and who followed Me with all his heart; but you
have done more evil than all who were before
you, for you have gone and made for yourself
other gods and molded images to provoke Me to
anger, and have cast Me behind your back; 


"Therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the
house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from
Jeroboam every male in Israel. The dogs shall eat
whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the
city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies


in the field; for the LORD has spoken!"' 
"Arise therefore, go to your own house.


When your feet enter the city, the child shall die.
And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him,
for he is the only one of Jeroboam who shall
come to the grave, because in him there is
found something good toward the LORD God of
Israel in the house of Jeroboam.


 "Moreover the LORD will raise up for
Himself a king over Israel who shall cut off the
house of Jeroboam. For the LORD will strike Israel,
He will uproot Israel from this good land which He
gave to their fathers, and will scatter them
beyond the River, because they have made
their wooden images, provoking the LORD to
anger. And He will give Israel up because of the
sins of Jeroboam, who sinned and who made
Israel sin." 


Then Jeroboam's wife arose and
departed. When she came to the threshold of
the house, the child died. And they buried him;
and all Israel mourned for him, according to the
word of the LORD. 


The period that Jeroboam reigned was
twenty-two years.  Then Nadab his son reigned in
his place. 


Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in
Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when
he became king. He reigned seventeen years in
Jerusalem.


Now Judah did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy with
their sins which they committed, more than all
that their fathers had done. For they also built for
themselves high places, sacred pillars, and
wooden images.


It happened in the fifth year of King
Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem. And he took away the
treasures of the house of the LORD and the
treasures of the king's house; he took away
everything.


And there was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam all their days. So Rehoboam
rested with his fathers, and was buried with his
fathers in the City of David. Then Abijam his son
reigned in his place.
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Outer Aim - God’s kingdom of Israel is divided.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with words from the word box. Some of the
words will be used more than once. (see the number behind the word)


1. After Solomon died, __________________ was made king of Israel. 


2. ______________________ came back from ________________ to ask that the burdens of the
people be lessened.


3. Rehoboam got advice from ___________ groups of people.  The advice he followed was
from his _____________________. 


4. Rehoboam would make life _________________ for the people in his kingdom.


5. Ten of the tribes of Israel decided to follow ______________________.  The two tribes that
stayed with Rehoboam were _____________________ and _______________________.


6. Jeroboam’s kingdom was called _________________.  Rehoboam’s kingdom was called
_________________.


7. Jeroboam introduced __________________ to his kingdom.  He placed idols in
__________________ and __________________.


8. A prophet of the Lord talked to the people of Israel.  As he talked, Jeroboam stretched
out his hand, it _____________________.  Then __________________ poured out of the altar as
a sign that Jeroboam’s kingdom would be destroyed.


9. The prophet of the Lord was to go ______________.  He was tricked and ______________
because he did not listen to what the Lord told him.


10. ____________________’s son got sick.  He tried to trick ____________________ to find out what
the Lord’s plan was for his son.


11. Ahijah, the Lord’s prophet, knew about Jeroboam’s trick.  Jeroboam’s family would be
punished because of his __________.  Dogs would eat the family members that died in the
_____________________.  Birds would eat the family members that died in the
______________________.


Rehoboam
Judah (2)


friends
Jeroboam (3)


idolatry
Benjamin


Dan
sin


two
Ahijah
Israel
city


ashes
Egypt


country
harder


Bethel
home
died


withered
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Inner Aim - Disobedience to God has dire consequences.


Your Turn - Map Skills - THE DIVIDED KINGDOM.  Follow the directions to put the items on
the map. 


1. Label the northern part
Israel.(10 tribes of Israel)


2. Label the southern part
Judah. (Judah and Benjamin)


3. There are 3 cities on the map,
Label the city to the far north
Dan. Label the city near the
southern border of Israel
Bethel. Label the only city in
Judah Jerusalem.


4. Label the sea in Israel Sea of
Galilee.  


5. Label the sea near Judah
Dead Sea. 


6. Label the river between them
Jordan River.


7. Color Israel yellow.  
8. Color Judah red.  
9. Color the seas and rivers blue.


What God’s Word Tells Us
- Discussion Questions. These
questions are to be discussed as
a whole class or in small groups.


1. Several people in today’s story disobeyed God’s commands.  Tell how each of the
following people disobeyed God—Rehoboam, Jeroboam, the prophet of the Lord.


2. Because each of the men above disobeyed God, God sent a consequence (something
that happened because they disobeyed Him).  What were the consequences that God
sent to each of the men in question #1.


3. We sin everyday.  Our sins have consequences also.  Give examples sins and their
consequences that happen in your lives.


4. How can we repent of our sins and show that we are truly sorry for our sins? 
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Passages


Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


Proverbs 15:1 -  A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.


Hymn/Prayer - TLH #462 or v. 1, 3, 4, 5 


I love Thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of Thine abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.


Should I with scoffers join
Her altars to abuse?
No! Better far my tongue were dumb,
My hand its skill should lose.


For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend,
To her my cares and toils be given
Till toils and cares shall end.


Beyond my highest joy
I prize her heavenly ways,
Her sweet communion, solemn vows,
Her hymns of love and praise. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament The Kingdom Divided - Level 4           6/17/06


The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 12-14


Have you ever heard anyone say he is ‘older and wiser’ than
he was before? Why do you suppose you get wiser with age?
Today’s lesson shows what can happen if you disregard the
advise of older and wiser people.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,


You have given me many people in my life to guide
me. Please help me to listen and act on the good advise of
those older and wiser who have studied Your Word. Give me
the attitude to listen and study Your lesson today and then
apply it to my life. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - 1 Kings 12-14 (excerpts)


Rehoboam went to Shechem to be made
king. So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of
Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt), that they sent
and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole
assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam,
saying, "Your father made our yoke heavy; now
therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your
father, and we will serve you." 


So he said to them, "Depart for three days,
then come back to me." And the people
departed. 


Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders
who stood before his father Solomon while he still
lived.


And they spoke to him, saying, "If you will
speak good words to them, then they will be your
servants forever."


 But he rejected the advice which the
elders had given him, and consulted the young
men who had grown up with him. 


Then the young men who had grown up
with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus you should
speak to this people who have spoken to you, 'My
little finger shall be thicker than my father's waist!
Now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you,
I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you


with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!'" 
So Jeroboam and all the people came to


Rehoboam the third day. Then the king answered
the people roughly, and rejected the advice
which the elders had given him; and he spoke to
them according to the advice of the young men.


 Now when all Israel saw that the king did
not listen to them, they departed to their tents. But
Rehoboam reigned over the cities of Judah. 


Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who
was in charge of the revenue; but all Israel stoned
him with stones, and he died. Therefore King
Rehoboam fled to Jerusalem. So Israel has been in
rebellion against the house of David to this day. 


Now it came to pass when all Israel heard
that Jeroboam had come back, they made him
king over all Israel. There was none who followed
the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.


And when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem,
he assembled all the house of Judah with the tribe
of Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand
chosen men who were warriors, to fight against
the house of Israel, that he might restore the
kingdom to Rehoboam.


But the word of God came to Shemaiah
the man of God, saying, "Speak to Rehoboam the
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son of Solomon, saying, 'Thus says the LORD: "You
shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the
children of Israel. Let every man return to his house,
for this thing is from Me." ' " Therefore they obeyed
the word of the LORD. 


Then Jeroboam built Shechem and dwelt
there. Also he built Penuel. 


Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the
kingdom may return to the house of David: If these
people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the
LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people
will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of
Judah, and they will kill me and go back to
Rehoboam king of Judah." 


Therefore the king asked advice, made two
calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too
much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your
gods!" And he set up one in Bethel, and the other
he put in Dan. Now this thing became a sin. 


And behold, a man of God went from
Judah to Bethel by the word of the LORD, and
Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Then
he cried out against the altar by the word of the
LORD, and said, "O altar, altar! Thus says the LORD:
'Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to
the house of David; and on you he shall sacrifice
the priests of the high places who burn incense on
you, and men's bones shall be burned on you.'"
And he gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is
the sign which the LORD has spoken: Surely the
altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be
poured out." 


So it came to pass when King Jeroboam
heard the saying of the man of God, that he
stretched out his hand from the altar, saying,
"Arrest him!" Then his hand withered, so that he
could not pull it back to himself. The altar also was
split apart, and the ashes poured out from the
altar. 


Then the king answered and said to the
man of God, "Please pray for me, that my hand
may be restored to me." So the man of God
entreated the LORD, and the king's hand was
restored to him, and became as before. 


Then the king said to the man of God,
"Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I
will give you a reward." 


But the man of God said to the king, "It was
commanded me by the word of the LORD, saying,
'You shall not eat bread, nor drink water, nor return


by the same way you came.'" So he went another
way. 


Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his
sons came and told him all the works that the man
of God had done that day in Bethel. And their
father said to them, "Saddle the donkey for me."
So he rode on it, and went after the man of God,
and found him sitting under an oak. Then he said
to him, "Are you the man of God who came from
Judah?" 


And he said, "I am."
Then he said to him, "Come home with me


and eat bread." 
And he said, "I cannot return with you. For I


have been told by the word of the LORD, 'You
shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor
return by going the way you came.'"


He said to him, "I too am a prophet as you
are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the
LORD, saying, 'Bring him back with you to your
house, that he may eat bread and drink water.' "
(He was lying to him.) So he went back with him,
and ate bread in his house, and drank water. 


Now it happened, as they sat at the table,
that the word of the LORD came to the prophet
who had brought him back; and he cried out to
the man of God who came from Judah, saying,
"Thus says the LORD: 'Because you have disobeyed
the word of the LORD, your corpse shall not come
to the tomb of your fathers.'" 


So it was, after he had eaten bread and
after he had drunk, that he saddled the donkey
for him. When he was gone, a lion met him on the
road and killed him. And his corpse was thrown on
the road, and the donkey and lion stood by the
corpse. Men passed by and saw the corpse
thrown on the road, and the lion standing by the
corpse. Then they went and told it in the city
where the old prophet dwelt. 


Now when the prophet who had brought
him back from the way heard it, he said, "It is the
man of God who was disobedient to the word of
the LORD. Therefore the LORD has delivered him to
the lion." 


Then he went and found his corpse thrown
on the road, and the donkey and the lion standing
by the corpse. The lion had not eaten the corpse
nor torn the donkey. And the prophet took up the
corpse of the man of God, laid it on the donkey,
and brought it back. So the old prophet came to
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the city to mourn, and to bury him. Then he laid
the corpse in his own tomb; and they mourned
over him.


So it was, after he had buried him, that he
spoke to his sons, saying, "When I am dead, then
bury me in the tomb where the man of God is
buried; lay my bones beside his bones.  For the
saying which he cried out by the word of the LORD
against the altar in Bethel, and the cities of
Samaria, will surely come to pass." 


After this event Jeroboam did not turn from
his evil way, but again he made priests from every
class of people for the high places, and he
became one of the priests of the high places. And
this thing was the sin of the house of Jeroboam.


At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam
became sick. And Jeroboam said to his wife,
"Please arise, and disguise yourself, and go to
Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who
told me that I would be king over this people. Go
to him; he will tell you what will become of the
child." And Jeroboam's wife did so; she arose and
went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah.


But Ahijah could not see, for his eyes were
glazed by reason of his age. And so it was, when
Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps as she
came through the door, he said, "Come in, wife of
Jeroboam. (For he had been warned by God.)
Why do you pretend to be another person? For I
have been sent to you with bad news. Go, tell
Jeroboam, 'Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
"Because I exalted you from among the people,
and made you ruler over My people Israel, and
tore the kingdom away from the house of David,
and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as
My servant David, who kept My commandments
and who followed Me with all his heart; but you
have done more evil than all who were before
you, for you have gone and made for yourself
other gods and molded images to provoke Me to
anger, and have cast Me behind your back; 


"Therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the
house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from
Jeroboam every male in Israel. The dogs shall eat
whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in


the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever
dies in the field; for the LORD has spoken!"' 


"Arise therefore, go to your own house.
When your feet enter the city, the child shall die.
And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for
he is the only one of Jeroboam who shall come to
the grave, because in him there is found
something good toward the LORD God of Israel in
the house of Jeroboam.


 "Moreover the LORD will raise up for Himself
a king over Israel who shall cut off the house of
Jeroboam. For the LORD will strike Israel, He will
uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to
their fathers, and will scatter them beyond the
River, because they have made their wooden
images, provoking the LORD to anger. And He will
give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam,
who sinned and who made Israel sin." 


Then Jeroboam's wife arose and departed.
When she came to the threshold of the house, the
child died. And they buried him; and all Israel
mourned for him, according to the word of the
LORD. 


The period that Jeroboam reigned was
twenty-two years.  Then Nadab his son reigned in
his place. 


Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in
Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old when
he became king. He reigned seventeen years in
Jerusalem.


Now Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD,
and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins
which they committed, more than all that their
fathers had done. For they also built for themselves
high places, sacred pillars, and wooden images.


It happened in the fifth year of King
Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came up
against Jerusalem. And he took away the
treasures of the house of the LORD and the
treasures of the king's house; he took away
everything.


And there was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam all their days. So Rehoboam rested
with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in
the City of David. Then Abijam his son reigned in
his place.
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Outer Aim - God’s kingdom of Israel is divided.


Inner Aim - Disobedience to God has dire consequences.


What the Story Tells Us -Fill-in the blanks with words from the word box.  Not every word in the
word box will be used. Some of the words will be used more than once.


1. After Solomon died, __________________ was made king of Israel.


2. ______________________ came back from ________________ to ask that the burdens of the
people be lessened.


3. Rehoboam got advice from ___________ groups of people.  The advice he followed was
from his _____________________.


4. Rehoboam would make life _________________ for the people in his kingdom.


5. Ten of the tribes of Israel decided to follow ______________________.  The two tribes that
stayed with Rehoboam were _____________________ and _______________________.


6. Jeroboam’s kingdom was called _____________________.  Rehoboam’s kingdom was
called _____________________.


7. Jeroboam introduced __________________ to his kingdom.  He placed idols in
__________________ and __________________.


8. A prophet of the Lord talked to the people of Israel.  As he talked, Jeroboam stretched
out his hand, it _____________________.  Then __________________ poured out of the altar as
a sign that Jerobaom’s kingdom would be destroyed.


9. The prophet of the Lord was to go ______________.  He was tricked and ______________
because he did not listen to what the Lord told him.


10. ____________________’s son got sick.  He tried to trick ____________________ to find out what
the Lord’s plan was for his son.


11. Ahijah, the Lord’s prophet, knew about Jeroboam’s trick.  Jeroboam’s family would be
punished because of his __________.  Dogs would eat the family members that died in the
_____________________.  Birds would eat the family members that died in the
______________________.


Rehoboam
Moab
friends


Jeroboam


Egypt
officials
Ahijah
Israel


idolatry
Josiah


city
ashes


Elijah
county
harder
Bethel


home
died


Benjamin
back


sin
Judah


two
withered
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Your Turn - Map Skills - THE DIVIDED KINGDOM.  Follow the directions to put the items on the
map. 


1. Label the northern part
Israel.(10 tribes of Israel)


2. Label the southern part
J u d a h .  ( J u d a h  a n d
Benjamin)


3. There are 3 cities on the
map, Label the city to the
far north Dan. Label the city
near the southern border of
Israel Bethel. Label the only
city in Judah Jerusalem.


4. Label the sea in Israel Sea of
Galilee.  


5. Label the sea near Judah
Dead Sea. 


6. Label the river between
them Jordan River.


7. Color Israel yellow.  
8. Color Judah red.  
9. Color the seas and rivers


blue.


What God’s Word Tells Us
Discussion Questions. These questions are to be discussed as a whole class or in small groups.


1. Several people in today’s story disobeyed God’s commands.  Why is it such a bad thing
to disobey God?  


2. What were the serious consequences for each of the king’s disobedience to God?  How
does this disobedience to God affect the relationship of the people and God?


3. We know that if we believe we will go to heaven because Jesus died for our sins.  So, does
it matter if we disobey God?  Can we prevent ourselves from disobeying God?


4. There are many ways in which we are disobedient to God today.  What are some ways
that we are disobedient?  What are some factors that affect how we act towards God?


5. How has disobeying God affected your life?  Give an example of this.
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Passages


Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.


Proverbs 15:1 -  A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.


Hymn/Prayer - TLH #462 or v. 1, 3, 4, 5 


I love Thy kingdom, Lord,
The house of Thine abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.


Should I with scoffers join
Her altars to abuse?
No! Better far my tongue were dumb,
My hand its skill should lose.


For her my tears shall fall,
For her my prayers ascend,
To her my cares and toils be given
Till toils and cares shall end.


Beyond my highest joy
I prize her heavenly ways,
Her sweet communion, solemn vows,
Her hymns of love and praise. Amen.
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STORY
The Kingdom Divided - I Kings 12-14


TEACHER PRAYER
I thank You Lord that You have given me, Your servant, the privilege of declaring Your Truth to little
children. Help me, Oh Lord, to let Your Truth shine forth as a lamp for the children, lighting their way
through this sin-darkened world. I pray that You will fill all of us with Your Spirit that we may live in joyful
and heartfelt obedience to You and Your Word.  Your name may be glorified through us. In the name of
our Savior Jesus we pray.  Amen


VOCABULARY
Scourge (12:11) - whip with knots or hard objects fastened to the lashes
The River (14:15) - the Euphrates
Tirzah (14:17) - the capital city of Israel at the time
High Places (14:23) - places for pagan worship


OUTER AIM
God’s kingdom of Israel is divided


INNER AIM
Disobedience to God has dire consequences


BACKGROUND 
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp 334-340)
Solomon was blessed - Solomon was rich - Solomon was wise - but Solomon was also disobedient to
God. His prosperity and wisdom were sacrificed on the altars of idols.
Solomon’s “wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God….”
(I Kings 11:4) 


“Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, ‘Because you have done his, and have not kept My covenant and
My Statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to
your servant.’” (I Kings 11:11 also read vs. 1-3, 12 and 13)


Solomon had many enemies. One from among his own administration was Jeroboam.  Jeroboam had been
a servant of Solomon. He was very industrious and Solomon had made him “the officer over all the labor
force of the house of Joseph.” (11:28) 


It appears that he was generally well liked among the people.  Now it happened that the prophet Ahijah
revealed to Jeroboam that because of Solomon’s disobedience the LORD revealed that He would tear the
kingdom out of the hands of Solomon and divide it in two. The prophet Ahijah further announced to
Jeroboam that he was chosen to rule over the ten tribes of Israel. To Solomon’s son (Rehoboam) “I will
give one tribe, that My servant David may always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the city which I
have chosen for Myself, to put My name there.” (I Kings 11:36) (Though the house of Benjamin is not
always mentioned, it is generally considered part of Judah.)


When Solomon became aware of God’s promise to Jeroboam through the prophet, he tried to kill
Jeroboam. Jeroboam fled to Egypt and was there until the death of Solomon.12:1-24
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Rehoboam was the one and only son recognized by God’s word as the legitimate heir to the throne. He, therefore,
became king after Solomon. The people contacted Jeroboam notifying him that Solomon was dead and Jeroboam
returned from Egypt.


Jeroboam and a delegation of the people met with Rehoboam urging him to lighten the burdens on the people which
Solomon had enforced.  If an agreement could be reached, they promised to serve Rehoboam. As a result, Rehoboam
sought counsel from the elders of the people. They urged gentleness and kindness toward the people promising that the
people would respond with loyal dedication and service.


Rehoboam stubbornly rejected the counsel of the elders and rather sought out the advice of those with whom he had
grown up. They advised stern and harsh treatment of the people even more severe than that of his father Solomon.
Rehoboam accepted their advice and advised the people accordingly.The people of the northern tribes reacted by
revolting against Rehoboam severing all ties with Judah and made Jeroboam king over the ten northern tribes which
were known then as Israel.


Rehoboam sought to assemble an army from the houses of Judah and Benjamin to attempt to force Israel under his rule
but was advised by a man of God, “Thus says the LORD ‘You shall not go up nor fight ….’” (12:24)12:25-33


Jeroboam settled in as king of Israel. Yet, something bothered him. Jerusalem remained the center of worship for all the
people of both Judah and Israel. He feared that continued contact with Judah could easily erode the loyalty of the
people which he enjoyed. Therefore, he determined that he would establish places of worship in Israel-one at Bethel
(about 12 miles north of Jerusalem) and one at Dan (about 100 miles north of Jerusalem).What kind of worship would
Jeroboam establish? He made calves of gold and said to the people, “Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you
up from the land of Egypt.” Before these idols at shrines and high places, priests were appointed who were not of the
house of Levi to offer sacrifices on the altars.  “And this thing was the sin of the house of Jeroboam, so as to
exterminate and destroy it from the face of the earth.”


Jeroboam’s son became extremely ill. What should he do? He decided to disguise his wife so that they wouldn’t
recognize her and send her-where else but-to Shiloh to the prophet of the one true God, Ahijah. Ahijah had a message
from the LORD for Jeroboam. “You have done more evil than all who were before you.”  As a result, the house of
Jeroboam would be taken away as one takes out the garbage.  As for his sick son, “when your feet enter the city, the
child shall die.” Nevertheless, the LORD makes it clear to Jeroboam that out of all in his house in this young child “there
is found something good toward the LORD God of Israel.”  Beyond that, the LORD foretells the destiny of Israel
through the prophet Elijah in vss. 15-16. This came to pass through the invasion and captivity by the Assyrians some
time later.


As for Rehoboam who ruled in Judah, he and the people also did evil. They too, “built for themselves high places,
sacred pillars and wooden images on every high hill and under every green tree.”  (14:23 and 24)  Their dedication to
the LORD waned and their weakness was obvious. Their enemies looted the house of the LORD of its treasures taking
“everything away.” 


STUDENT PRAYER
I thank You Lord for Your Word of Truth and for pastors and teachers whom You have called to bring Your Words
to us. Fill us with Your Spirit that we may avoid all that is against Your Word. So move us to walk with You in your
Word in all that we say and do. Thus we pray Your name will be glorified through us and many will see Your salvation
and walk with us in obedience and love to You.
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PRESENTATION
Disobedience to God always has serious consequences:  It affects our relationship with God   It may offend others, that
is, lead them into the trap of sin   It may contribute to stifling the labors of His kingdom.  Above everything, it may give
people occasion to ridicule rather than to respect the name of God and worship him.


You may take each of the persons mentioned in our lesson who were disobedient to God and examine how the above
four points applied to their lives. (You might include Solomon with Jeroboam and Rehoboam because of his obvious
contribution to the sad state of affairs outlined in our lesson).  


Discuss the sad state of affairs that results when those called to be leaders in spiritual matters mislead the people. As in
the days of Israel and Judah, disobedience to God and the disregard of His Truth today also results in the people
making their own religion or accepting something which is not of God and therefore harmful which could destroy one’s
relationship with God and eternal life. 


APPLICATION
Because of our sinful flesh we are all prone to disobey God in our thoughts, words and deeds. Each of us, however, by
God’s grace has His Spirit in us.  Because of God’s Spirit in us. we are able to spot evil and root it out of our lives
through repentance and faith in His forgiving love in Christ Jesus. The unbelieving world around us together with Satan
and our sinful flesh are continually trying to tempt us to disobey God and to walk the way of evil.  As we walk with the
Spirit of God, we walk righteously to His glory and for our own good and blessing.


Disobedience to God is always harmful.  Repeat the four points from the presentation section in application to us
personally.  Use examples of disobedience to God from the lives of children to show how seriously it affects one’s
relationship with other people and above all, with God. Example:  Disobedience to parents, teachers, laws; lying etc. 
Repentance is the way to cast sin out of our lives.  Describe how true repentance is healing for our soul:  admitting
one’s guilt to ourselves, to others involved, to Christian friends and/or to parents and above all to God.  We must be
truly sorry for our sins not merely sorry that we “got caught.”  We will make amends in any way we can to correct the
wrong and accept the assurance that we are truly forgiven through the forgiving love of God earned for us by Christ
Jesus our Savior.  We will praying earnestly for strength to avoid such sins in the future.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Proverbs 15:1 - A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.
Matthew 4:10 - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve
Deuteronomy 5:7 - You shall have no other gods before Me.
Psalms 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Galatians 5: 16 - Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh


HYMN CHOICES
Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word - TLH #261
I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord - TLH #462
Stand Up! Stand Up For Jesus - TLH #451
Fight The Good Fight With All Thy Might - TLH #447
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The Story


After King David's great fall into
sin, the Lord told him that his family
would have many problems.  He had
many sons and daughters.  One of his
sons was Absalom.  He was a very
handsome man, with long, beautiful
hair.  Absalom was very vain and
proud. 


The king's sons and daughters did
not get along very well.  Absalom's
brother Amnon sinned against one of
their sisters.  Absalom took revenge
against Amnon and killed him.  This
made David and his household very
sad.


Absalom ran away to another
country and stayed there for three
years.  King David still loved Absalom
and let him come back to Jerusalem. 
They did not see each other for two
more years.  Finally, Absalom wanted to
see his father.  David kissed Absalom
when he saw him.


Absalom wanted to be king
instead of his father.  He thought of
ways to get the people to follow him. 
He stood by the


gate of the city and told lies about his
father David.  More and more people
followed him.


David was afraid that Absalom
and his army would attack, so David
and his followers left Jerusalem and
climbed the Mount of Olives.  He cried
as he went.  Absalom took control of
Jerusalem.  Then David sent his army
into battle.  He told them not to kill his
son.  Absalom's army was defeated.  He
tried to escape on his mule, but his
head got caught in the branches of a
tree.  David's men found Absalom
hanging in the tree and killed him.  After
David found out what happened to his
son, he cried.  He wished he could have
died instead of Absalom.  


The Lord saved David from his
troubles with Absalom!


Absalom rebelled against his
father, David, and tried to steal


the kingdom from him.


Activity One - Answer the following questions about the story.


1. Who was Absalom's father?


2. What did Absalom look like –What was he like on the outside?


3. What did Absalom tell people at the city gate?


4. Who won the battle between David's and Absalom's armies?


5. What happened to Absalom after the battle?
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6. Who saved David from Absalom?


Activity Two - Color the two pictures below and then cut out as puzzle shapes for the
children to piece together again.  


The Lord will deliver us from all evil.


How did God deliver David from
evil?


How did God deliver us from
evil?
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Passages


Matthew 26:41 - “Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”


7th petition – Deliver us from evil.


American Sign Language (ASL) movements to accompany petition:


Deliver: The hands mimic the action of bringing something towards the body.
Start movement with arms extended to one side of the body, palms facing up.  Complete
movement by bringing arms toward the torso.


Us: Hold up middle and index fingers together (the letter U in ASL).  Then touch fingers to nearest
shoulder and then opposite shoulder.


From: Preparation – 1) extend arms in front of you 2) point index fingers 3) cross at the pads of index
fingers
 Actual Movement – Pull right index finger towards the body


Evil: Preparation – 1) make a fist  2) raise index fingers into a  C-shape (the X in ASL)      
Actual Movement – 1) bring up the "C's" to the corners of your mouth 2) make a half-circle with
your arms down to your belly button.


Hymn - TLH 428 v. 1


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Each day we are tempted by the devil, the things in this world, and our own
sinful flesh to sin against You.  When we do, please help us to repent of our sins. 
When we are tempted, give us strength.  We know that You will deliver us from
every evil.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.  
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Absalom’s Rebellion
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The Story


Introduction:
Has anyone ever sinned against you? 


Did you forgive them?  Who have you sinned
against?  Who have all of you sinned against? 
What do we deserve because we have sinned
against God?  Are you forgiven?
How do you know?  What does this make you
also want to do?  Were you punished because
of your sin?


Background:
 After David's great fall into sin with


Bathsheba, the Lord announced that he would
experience some great trials in his family. 
David had sinned against God by taking
another man's wife (Uriah's wife, Bathsheba)
and sending Uriah to the front lines of a battle
where David knew he would be killed.  God
sent His prophet Nathan to show David his sin
and to proclaim God's curse on David for what
he had done.  The Lord said that there would
always be killing in David's family because he
had sinned against God and some of his own
family would be his enemies.  This curse came
true, as do all of God's promises.


Chapter 13:
David had many sons and


daughters.  He had more than one wife.  In
this chapter we hear about Absalom,
Tamar, and Amnon.  Absalom and Tamar
were brother and sister.  Amnon was
another brother from a different wife of
David.  Amnon loved Tamar.  She was very
beautiful.  We read how Amnon defiled
Tamar, and then sent her away.  When
David heard what had happened, he was
very angry.  Absalom didn't do anything at
first, but two years later he made a plan
and killed Amnon.  David, his sons, and
servants all mourned for Amnon.  Absalom
fled to Syria and stayed there for three
years.


Chapter 14:
King David was concerned about


Absalom and wanted to go and see him. 
Joab, David's commander in chief
convinced David to permit Absalom to
return to Jerusalem in peace. Although
Absalom returned, David did not see him
for two years.


Absalom was a very handsome man
and was admired by all the people.  He
had a lot of very beautiful hair.


Absalom finally wanted to see his
father David again.  He urged Joab to
arrange for a meeting.  David kissed
Absalom when he finally saw him.


Chapter 15:
Absalom wanted to be king instead


of his father David.  He said that he would
do a better job for the people.  A lot of
people listened to Absalom.  After a while
Absalom thought that he had enough
people who trusted him that he could take
his father's kingdom away.  


David and his followers were afraid
that they would be attacked and didn't
want people to die in Jerusalem.  They
crossed the brook called Kidron, and
climbed the Mount of Olives.  David's
followers cried as they went and David
cried when he climbed the Mount of
Olives.
Chapter 16:


Even though David was going
through some tough times, he trusted that
the Lord would help him and might bless
David and deliver him from all of his
troubles.
Chapter 17:


A spy for David named Hushai
advised Absalom to send his army to go
out and fight David's army.  He also told
Absalom to go out with the army to fight.  


Meanwhile men from around the
area brought David and his army food to
eat.  
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Chapter 18:
When David's army went out to fight,


he wanted to go with them, but the
people didn't want him to die so they
asked him to stay.  Before the his army
went to fight David told them to treat
Absalom gently.


Many people died in the battle. 
David's army won the battle.  When
Absalom was fleeing from the battle on a


donkey, he rode under a tree and his head
got caught in the tree.  Then the
commander of David's army stuck three
spears in Absalom's heart and a group of
men killed Absalom.  Later Absalom was
buried in a pit under a pile of stones.  The
rest of Absalom's army fled.


When David found out about
Absalom's death he cried bitterly.


Activity One - Answer the following questions about the story together in class.


1. David was punished for killing Uriah. How did God punish David for his sin?


2. Why did God punish David?


3. How were Absalom and Tamar related? How were Absalom and Amnon related? How
were Amnon and Tamar related?


4. After Amnon disgraced Tamar, David and Absalom were angry with Amnon. What did
David do? 


5. What did Absalom do? Where did Absalom flee?


6. David was concerned about Absalom. Who helped Absalom get back into Israel? 


7. Did David forgive Absalom when Absalom returned to Israel? How do you know?


8. Why did Absalom tell the people that he would do a better job as king than his father?


9. Why did David flee Israel? Where did David and his followers go?


10. What did David do as he climbed the Mount of Olives?  Why?


11. Why did Absalom decide to go and attack David?


12. How did David tell his army to deal with Absalom?


13. Which army won the battle? 


14. What happened to Absalom after he tried to flee?


15. How did David react to the news of what had happened to Absalom?  Why?
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Absalom rebelled against his father, David, and tried to steal the
kingdom from him.


Activity Two - Draw and color the comic strips below using the suggested story. The
comic strip has two possible endings to show two ways God will deliver Billy or Sally from evil.  


Ending 1:


Ending 2:


Just like David, we don’t always know the way God will choose
to deliver us, but we know that He will fulfill His promise and deliver us
from evil.


Billy or Sally playing with ball. Ball bounces into street he/she
chases it.


Car is approaching from
behind him/her.


Car stops in time. Billy/Sally go back to playing. Parents give hug to him/her.


Parents sad. Billy/Sally in hospital. Billy/Sally on crutches.
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The Lord will deliver us from all evil.


Passages
Matthew 26:41  Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.


7th petition – Deliver us from evil.


2 Timothy 4:18  And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His
heavenly kingdom.


Hymn - TLH 428 v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
I am trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free!


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
We face all sorts of temptation from the devil, the world, and our flesh. Whenever we


fall into temptation, call us to repentance and bring us back to You.  Whenever various
troubles and struggles come our way, give us the strength to face our troubles and stay
strong in our faith.  We are confident that You can and will deliver us from every evil.  In
Jesus' saving Name we pray.  Amen.
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Absalom’s Rebellion
2 Samuel 13:30 - 18:33


 


What would you do if you had a son who was rebelling
against you?


What measures can you take to raise your children as
children of God?


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Although our lives are filled with many difficulties, we take
great comfort in knowing that we can turn to You for help. 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, to help us
with our biggest problem, sin.  Help us to concentrate on
today’s lesson, as we learn about how You delivered King David from the problems which he
faced.  Amen.


The Story - 2 Samuel 13:30 - 18:33 (Paraphrased)


King David’s son, Absalom, ran
away from home after killing his half-
brother Amnon.  When David heard that
his son, Amnon, had been killed, he tore
his clothes because he was very
disturbed by the news.   After this took
place, David did not see Absalom for
three years.  


The king’s general, Joab, saw that
the king was concerned about Absalom. 
So Joab made arrangements for them to
meet again.  David was very happy to
see his son again.  But when Absalom
returned, he wanted to take his father’s
position as king.  


In order to steal his father’s position,
Absalom tried to win the hearts of the
people.  He did this by taking over the
king’s job of settling legal complaints.  His
goal was to get people to question


whether King David cared about their legal
problems.   Absalom also bowed down to
the people and kissed them in order to gain
their favor.  Eventually, more and more
people followed Absalom instead of King
David.  


Finally, Absalom declared himself king
when he was away in Hebron.  King David
saw that Absalom’s rebellion was a threat to
his safety and his people’s safety, so he
decided to get out of Jerusalem along with
his servants.  He also did not want to see the
city of Jerusalem destroyed by war.  David
then crossed the Brook Kidron and went up
to the Mount of Olives, where he wept
bitterly.


While David was traveling, one man
came out to bless David.  However, there
was also a man named Shimei who came
out to curse and throw stones at David.  One
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of David’s followers, Abishai,
recommended that this man be killed for
his cursing.  However, David responded,
“Let him alone, and let him curse; for so
the LORD has ordered him.  It may be
that the LORD will look on my affliction,
and that the LORD will repay me with
good for his cursing this day” (16:11-12). 


Meanwhile, Absalom took control
of Jerusalem.  Then he asked his advisor,
Ahithophel, what he should do next.  
Ahithophel advised that an army of
12,000 men chase David and kill him. 
Instead of going along with Ahithophel’s
plan, Absalom asked another advisor,
whose name was Hushai.  Hushai
recommended a different plan, and
Absalom liked it better.  However,
Absalom did not know that Hushai was
actually on King David’s side.  Because
Absalom chose to follow Hushai’s advice,
Hushai was able to warn David about the
plan.  David then gathered his army for
battle.  He wanted to go along and lead
the army, but his people convinced him
to stay behind.  Before sending his army
to battle, he told them to “Deal gently for
my sake with the young man Absalom”
(18:5). 


During the battle, David’s army
crushed Absalom’s army.  While riding on his
mule, Absalom’s head got stuck in a
terebinth tree.  Going against King David’s
instructions, Joab and his men killed
Absalom while he was still hanging in the


tree.  Then they
threw his body
into a pit in the
woods and
piled stones on
top of him.  


When
King David was
told that his son
had been
killed, he was
very sorrowful. 
He cried out,
“O my son
Absalom - my
son, my son


Absalom - if only I had died in your
place!  O Absalom my son!” (18:33).


Outer Aim - Absalom rebelled against his father, King David, and tried to steal
the kingdom from him.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions from the lesson.


1. What did David do when he found out that Amnon had been killed?  Why did he do
this?


2. What did Joab do when he realized that David was concerned about his son?


3. What did Absalom do to try to steal the hearts of the people?
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4. Why did he want to steal the hearts of the people?


5. Why did David flee from Jerusalem after Absalom declared himself king?  Why didn’t
he want Jerusalem to be destroyed?  How was is different from other cities?


6. Why did David weep bitterly when he was at the Mount of Olives?  


7. Why was David not upset when he was cursed by Shimei?  (16:12)


8. How did Hushai’s advice to Absalom help King David?


9. Why didn’t King David’s people want him to lead them into battle?  (18:3-4)


10. What was David’s instruction to his soldiers regarding how they should deal with
Absalom?


11. What happened to Absalom and his army?


12. Who was responsible for Absalom’s death? 


13. What was David’s reaction to Absalom’s death?


Inner Aim - The Lord will deliver us from all evil.


What God Tells   Decide whether each statement is (T)rue or (F)alse.


1. _______ God allows evil to happen to believers as punishment for their sins.


2. _______ Jesus can help us to make it through any trouble that we have.


3. _______ The suffering which we bear on earth is for our good.


4. _______ When a person suffers affliction, it is usually a sign that he or she has done
something bad to deserve suffering. 


5. _______ God doesn’t allow bad things to happen to believers.


6. _______ We can be like David when we do not retaliate against those who call us
names and harm our bodies.  


7. _______ We have problems in our life because we are sinful people living in a sinful
world.
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Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages, and hymn to help you complete the
following activities.


Describe another Bible account which shows how the Lord has delivered someone from
evil?


In what ways do we rebel or go against our parents and superiors?  How does Jesus want us
to treat our parents and superiors?


Passages


2 Timothy 4:18  - The Lord will deliver me
from every evil work and preserve me for


His heavenly kingdom.


1 Peter 1:5  -  who are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be


revealed in the last time.


Psalms 27:1  - The LORD is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be


afraid?


Psalms 37:39 -  But the salvation of the
righteous is from the LORD; He is their


strength in the time of trouble.


Hymn - TLH 428 v. 1, 2, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free!


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Lord,
In today’s lesson, we learned that You delivered King David from his troubles with


Absalom.  But King David had a bigger problem and it’s the same problem we all have.  This
problem is sin.  In our life on earth, we face all sorts of temptation from the devil, the world,
and our sinful flesh.  Whenever we fall into sin, call us to repentance and restore us unto Your
fold.  Give us strength to endure all the various trial and tribulations that come our way.  We
know that You can and will deliver us from every evil.  In Jesus’ saving Name.  Amen.
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Absalom’s Rebellion
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Introduction:
Ç Let each student estimate how much the hair on their


head weighs.  Compare this to Absalom’s  5 pound
mop that he cut off each year.


Ç If you were trying to take over the United States, how
would you do it?


Ç If you regained your kingdom after a coup, how would
you punish the guilty party?


Ç Look at the picture from the story. What would you do if
you had a son who was rebelling against you?


Prayer
Dear heavenly Father, bless our study today so that we may grow in the grace and
knowledge of Your Word.  Be with us today and always.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.


The Story - 2 Samuel 13:30 - 18:33 (Paraphrased)


Absalom, David’s son, killed his half-
brother Ammon who had defiled his sister
Tamar.  Because of this, Absalom fled from
Jerusalem to Syria and stayed there for
three years.  David was concerned about
his son and mourned for him daily.  


Joab, David’s commander-in-chief,
devised a clever scheme to get David to
permit Absalom to return to Jerusalem in
peace.  David agreed with Joab’s request
and Absalom returned to Jerusalem, but
he did not see David for two more years.  


We learn that Absalom was a very
good-looking man with an abundant
amount of hair.  He was considered the
most handsome man in all of the land of
Israel by many.  At the end of each year,


Absalom cut his hair because it became
too heavy for him.  His hair weighed about
five pounds. 


Finally Absalom desired to see his
father.  When David heard this, he was
very happy and called Absalom to him. 
King David was so happy that he kissed his
son.  


Absalom wanted David’s throne
and he tried to steal it by getting the
people to rebel against the king.  Absalom
would sit outside the city gates and
interfere with any business intended for the
king.  Absalom promised justice if he were
made king.  He eventually gained a large
enough following to lead against the king
in order to take over the throne.  David
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and his army fled Jerusalem
so that he could spare the
city from as much war and
destruction as possible. 
David wept as he and his
men climbed the Mount of
Olives in escape.  As David
continued to confess his
faith in God, Absalom took
control of Jerusalem.


While David and his
men wandered, they
prepared themselves for
battle against Absalom’s
army.  David stayed behind
as his men headed into
battle.  David told his
generals to deal gently with his son. 
David’s army defeated Absalom’s army
and caused Absalom to


 flee on his mule.  As
Absalom passed under a
tree, his head got caught
among the branches,
causing him to hang from
the tree.  When Joab
approached Absalom, “he
took three spears in his
hand and thrust them
through Absalom’s heart,
while he was still alive in
the midst of the terebinth
tree.”  II Sam. 18:14.  


When David found
out that his son was dead,
he wept and said, “O my
son Absalom-my son, my


son Absalom-if only I had died in your
place! O Absalom my son, my son!” II Sam.
18:33   


Outer Aim - Absalom rebelled against his father, King David, and tried to
steal the kingdom from him.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions from the lesson.


1. Who did Absalom kill?


2. Why did Absalom do this?


3. Where did Absalom go after this?


4. Why did Absalom come back?


5. How did Absalom get many people to rebel against David?


6. Where did David and his army flee to get away from Absalom?


7. Who ended up winning the battle?
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8. How did Absalom die?


9. How did David feel after he heard the news about Absalom’s death?


Inner Aim - The Lord will deliver us from all evil.


What God Tells   Discuss these questions.


1. Do you think David was afraid of Absalom? Why or why not?


2. When Absalom took over Jerusalem, David’s faith in God did not waver.  What does
this tell us about David’s relationship with God? 


3. How did God protect David through this battle?


4. God delivered David from the evils Absalom wanted to commit to David.  What
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer talks about God preserving us from evil?


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages, and hymn to help you discuss the following.


< If God will deliver us from all evil, then why do we still have problems in our lives?


< In spite of all that David went through (his son Amnon being murdered, his kingdom
being torn from him by his son Absalom, being cursed at, and finally Absalom's death)
David still manages to praise God and confess his faith in him.  What can we learn from
David’s attitude when we deal with the problems in our lives?


< After David found out that Absalom died, he said that it would have been better for
him to die instead of Absalom.  Why did David say this?


< What should this reply of David make us want to do with the unbelievers that we
meet in our lives?


<< God has called us to faith through the Holy Spirit because of Jesus’s perfect life, death,
and resurrection.  Because of this we should want to confess our faith in Christ to all we
meet despite all the evils that come our way.
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Passages - Tell how each passage relates to the account of Absalom’s rebellion.


Matthew 26:41  "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak."


Acts 14:22  "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God."


1 Corinthians 10:12  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.


2 Timothy 4:18  - The Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His
heavenly kingdom.


1 Peter 1:5  -  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.


1 Peter 5:8-9  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith.


Hymn - TLH 428 v. 1, 2, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
I am trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free!


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer
Dear Lord, In today’s lesson, we learned that You delivered King David from his troubles with
Absalom.  But King David, along with all other people, have a bigger problem.  This problem
is sin.  In our life on earth, we face all sorts of temptation from the devil, the world, and our
sinful flesh.  Whenever we fall into sin, call us to repentance and restore us unto Your fold. 
Give us strength to endure all the various trial and tribulations that come our way.  We know
that You can and will deliver us from every evil.  In Jesus’ saving Name.  Amen.
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STORY 6/17/2006


Absalom’s Rebellion - II Samuel 13:30 - 18:33


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless the students entrusted to my spiritual care. Strengthen their faith
through
Your holy Word and Spirit and lead them in the path of faith and righteousness. Whenever they fall
into
temptation, call them to repentance and graciously restore them to Your fold. In Jesus’ saving Name.
Amen.


VOCABULARY


OUTER AIM
Absalom rebelled against his father David and tried to steal the kingdom from him.


INNER AIM
The Lord will deliver us from all evil.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht, Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 317-323)
The Word of the Lord came true concerning David and his royal house. Much intrigue, quarreling,
fighting, and even killing were going on.


Chapter 13
David had many sons and daughters besides Solomon. He had more than one wife. In this chapter we
learn about Absalom, Tamar, and Amnon. Absalom and Tamar were brother and sister. Amnon was
another brother from a different wife of David, and he loved Tamar. She was very beautiful. We read
how Amnon seduced Tamar, defiled her, and then rejected her. When David heard what had
happened, he was very angry. Absalom didn’t do anything at first, but two years later he conceived a
plot and killed Amnon. David, his sons, and servants mourned for Amnon. Absalom fled to Syria and
stayed there for three years.


Chapter 14
King David was concerned about Absalom. Joab, David’s commander-in-chief, devised a clever
scheme to get David to permit Absalom to return to Jerusalem in peace. The king granted Joab’s
request; Absalom returned, but David never saw Absalom face to face for two more years.


Absalom was a very handsome man and was admired by all. He had such beautiful hair and lots of it.
He had three sons and one daughter (Tamar), who also was very beautiful.


Finally, Absalom desired to see his father again. He urged Joab to arrange for a reconciliation. David
kissed his son when he finally saw him.


Chapter 15
Absalom conveted his father David. He endeavored to steal the throne from him. He sought the
support of the people. He made all sorts of promises and tried to steal their hearts and get their
support. After some time, Absalom thought he was strong enough to overthrow his father. The
conspiracy grew stronger and stronger; more and more people followed Absalom. David and his army
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and his followers fled Jerusalem, fearing an attack. He had hoped to spare his beloved city as much pain and
suffering as possible. He crossed the Brook Kidron with his people and climbed the Mount of Olives. He wept
as he went.


Chapter 16
A servant of Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth came out in support of David. Shimei, a man from Saul’s house,
came out to curse David. At that point David made a beautiful confession of his faith and hope (vs. 12).
Absalom and his people took control of Jerusalem.


Chapter 17
Ahithophel, David’s former counselor, was now serving Absalom. Absalom asked him what he should do.
Ahithophel told him, but Absalom followed the counsel of another man, David’s friend Hushai. Hushai
pretended to follow Absalom, but secretly he was still loyal to David. Absalom consulted with Hushai and
preferred his advice. Feeling betrayed and rejected, Ahithophel left Absalom, returned home, and killed
himself.


David and his army crossed over the Jordan River and were befriended by the Ammonites.


Chapter 18
David prepared his army for battle. He himself remained behind. He ordered his generals to deal gently with
Absalom. Absalom and all Israel attacked David and the men of Judah. Absalom’s army was defeated, and
Absalom fled on his mule. His long hair became entangled in the branches of a tree, and he hung there while his
mule kept on going. Joab and his men killed Absalom and buried him. The remnant of Israel’s army fled.


David was informed of the outcome of the battle and the death of his son. He wept bitterly.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear heavenly Father, we face all sorts of temptation from the devil, the world, and our flesh. Whenever we fall
into temptation, call us to repentance and restore us to Your fold. Whenever various trials and tribulations come
our way, give us the strength to persevere and endure. We are confident that You can and will deliver us from
every evil. In Jesus’ saving Name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
• After David’s great fall into sin, the Lord announced that he would experience some great trials within


his family. “Thus saith the Lord, behold I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house.” These
words were fulfilled when David’s son Absalom rebelled against his father and tried to steal the
kingdom from him.


• There were earlier situations within his family which also brought David much grief.
• Absalom was very handsome and had beautiful hair, but he was very vain and proud. His inner character


was severely blemished.


APPLICATIONS
1. David mourned for his son Absalom, not only because he was dead but also because he had died in his


sins and unbelief.
2. There are places in this lesson where David serves as a type (or symbol) of Christ-his weeping over


Jerusalem and crossing the Kidron and ascending the Mt. of Olives. There are other aspects of his life
which parallel Christ’s as well.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Matthew 26:41 - Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.
Acts 14:22 - We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.
I Corinthians 10:12 - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
II Timothy 4:18 - And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for his heavenly
kingdom.
I Peter 1:5 - You are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
I Peter 5:8-9 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith.


Middle any of the above...


Upper any of the above...


HYMN CHOICES
“Oh, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways” (TLH #416)
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (TLH #428)
“Every Morning Mercies New” (TLH #537)
“Now The Shades Of Night Are Gone” (TLH #538)
“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” (TLH #648)
“Beautiful Savior” (TLH #657)
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Elijah & Elisha - Level 1           9/8/02


Elijah & Elisha
2 Kings 2-5


Elijah was taken bodily into heaven and Elisha served in his place.
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The Story
The Lord did many wonderful signs


and miracles through Elijah, His prophet. 
Elijah was getting old.  He served the Lord for
many years.  He was ready to go to heaven. 
The Lord had chosen a new prophet to take
Elijah’s place.  His name was Elisha.  He
followed Elijah everywhere.


It was time for Elijah to go to heaven. 
Elijah knew it was time.  Elisha knew that it
was time.  “I will not leave you,” Elisha said to
Elijah.  They walked until they came to the
Jordan River.  At the river, Elijah took off his
coat and hit the water.  The water split
apart and Elijah and Elisha walked across on
dry ground.


Elijah asked, “Elisha, what may I do for
you before I go to heaven?”  Elisha said, “I
would like a double share of your spirit.”  This
means that Elisha wanted the Lord to be
with him just like the Lord was with Elijah. 
Elisha wanted this done two times.


Elijah knew that only the Lord could
give that gift to Elisha.  Elijah said, “If you see
me go into heaven, then you will get your
answer.”


They kept talking and walking.  All of a
sudden, a chariot of fire and horses
appeared.  It went between Elijah and
Elisha.  Then Elijah was taken up to heaven
in a whirlwind.  Elisha saw it all happen and
yelled, “My father, my father.”  Then he
didn’t see Elijah anymore.


Elisha remembered that if he saw
Elijah go into heaven, he would get a
double share of the Lord’s Spirit.  Elisha didn’t
feel any different.  He wondered if the Lord’s
Spirit was with him.  Elisha picked up Elijah’s
coat and asked, “Where is the Lord God of
Elijah?”  He took the coat, rolled it up, and
hit the water just like Elijah had done.  The
water separated and Elisha knew that the
Lord was with him.


Elisha was the new prophet of the
Lord.  The Lord was with him.  He did miracles
like Elijah had done.  The people of Israel
knew that the Lord was with him.  The Lord
also promises to be with us.  The Lord is in our
hearts, just like He was in Elisha’s heart.


Activity One - Answer these Review Questions together.
1. Who was the old prophet of the


Lord? 


2. Where was Elijah ready to go to?


3. Who did the Lord pick to take Elijah’s
place as prophet?


4. Did Elisha think he was ready to take
Elijah’s place as prophet?


5. What separated Elijah and Elisha just
before Elijah was taken to heaven?


6. What took Elijah to heaven?
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7. How did Elisha know that the Lord
was with him?


8. Who is the Lord with today just like
He was with Elisha?


Activity Two - There are two prophets in our lesson, circle “Elisha and Elijah.”


1. I was old and knew I would go to heaven soon. Elisha  Elijah


2. I was Elijah’s helper. Elisha  Elijah 


3. I was the first person to hit the water. Elisha  Elijah 


4. I asked for God’s Spirit. Elisha  Elijah


5. I was taken to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha  Elijah 


6. I was the new prophet of the Lord. Elisha  Elijah


Activity Three - Follow the directions.


1. Color the two rectangles brown and the heart red. 
2. Cut all the pieces out.
3. Glue them onto another sheet of paper.  The brown pieces form a cross with the red


heart in the middle of the cross. You may wish to copy Matthew 28:20 at the bottom
of the paper.


4. Alternate activity—Make patterns of the pieces and have children trace them onto
the appropriate color of construction paper.  Then have them glue the pieces onto
another sheet of paper.
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The same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha has
also promised to be with us today.


Passages


Hebrews 13:8 -  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.


Matthew 28:20 - Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.


Hymn - TLH #434 or v. 1, 4 


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Please be with me just as You were with Elijah and Elisha.  I know that I will


change as I grow older, but You will always stay the same.  Amen.
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Elijah & Elisha
2 Kings 2-5


Elijah was taken bodily into heaven and Elisha served in his place.
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The Story


Elijah was getting old.  He served the
Lord as a prophet for many years.  He was
ready to go to heaven.  The Lord had
chosen a replacement for Elijah.  His name
was Elisha.  He followed Elijah everywhere.


It was time for Elijah to go to heaven. 
Elijah knew it was time.  Elisha also knew it
was time.  Elisha did not want Elijah to
leave him.  Elijah made stops in two cities. 
Each time he told Elisha to stay in the city. 
Elisha said, “I will not leave you.”


Elijah and Elisha traveled on.  They
came to the Jordan River.  At the river,
Elijah took off his coat, rolled it up, and hit
the water with it.  The water parted and
Elijah and Elisha crossed the river on dry
ground.


Elijah asked, “Elisha, what may I do
for you before I go to heaven?”


Elisha answered, “I would like a
double portion of your spirit.”  This means
that Elisha wanted the Lord to be with him
just like the Lord was with Elijah.  Elisha
asked for it to be done not one time, but
two times.


Elijah knew that only the Lord could
give that gift to Elisha.  Elijah answered,
“You will know if your question is answered
if you see me go into heaven.”


As they were talking, a chariot of fire
and horses appeared between Elijah and
Elisha.  Elijah was taken up to heaven in a
whirlwind.  Elisha saw it all happen and
yelled, “My father, my father.”  Then he
didn’t see Elijah anymore.


Elisha picked up Elijah’s coat and
asked, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” 
He took the coat and hit the water like
Elijah had done.  The water separated and
Elisha knew that the Lord’s Spirit was with
him.


Elisha performed more signs and
miracles that showed that the Spirit of the
Lord was with him.  He made bad water
good again.  It was always pure and good
tasting after that.  He also helped a widow
make money so that her sons wouldn’t
have to be slaves to pay her debts.


The Spirit of the Lord was shown
through Elisha again when he raised a boy
from the dead.  Elisha also made a pot of
poisonous stew able to be eaten.  Another
time, the Lord allowed Elisha to feed 100
men with a little sack of food.  Through the
signs and miracles Elisha performed, the
people of Israel knew the Lord was with
him.


Activity One - Answer these Review Questions together.


1. Whom did the Lord choose to replace
Elijah?


2. What did Elisha do to get ready to be a
prophet?  


3. Do you think Elisha was ready to be the
Lord’s prophet?  Why or why not?


4. What thing did Elisha ask Elijah to give
him?  Could Elijah give this to him?


5. How did Elijah go up into heaven?


6. Why did a chariot separate Elijah and
Elisha?
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7. How did the people of Israel know that
Elisha was the new prophet?


8. What signs and miracles did Elisha
perform?


Activity Two - Find the answers to the clues in the Word Box.  Write the answers to the
clues in the blanks provided in the CROSSWORD PUZZLE.


1


2 3


4 5


6 7


8


9


10


Across
4. Where Elijah was taken
6. What the water did when Elisha hit it
8. What Elisha wanted a double portion of
9. What Elijah and Elisha hit the water with
10. What Elisha did to show the Spirit of the
Lord was with him


Down
1. What separated Elijah and Elisha
2. How Elijah went to heaven
3. Elisha raised a boy from this
5. The replacement for Elijah
7. The job of both Elijah and Elisha


The same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha has
also promised to be with us today.


Word Box
chariot


coat
dead
Elisha 


heaven 


miracles
prophet


separated
spirit


whirlwind
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Activity Three - Answer the following questions about the passage.


Matthew 28:20 - Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.


1. How did the Lord show that He was with Elisha?


2. How does the Lord show that He is with us?


3. Elisha did signs and miracles to show that the Lord was with him.  We cannot do miracles
like Elisha, but we can show that the Lord is with us.  What are some things that we can
do to show that the Lord is with us?


Passages


Hebrews 13:8 -  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.


Malachi 3:6  - For I am the LORD, I do not change.


Hymn - TLH #434  v. 1, 4 


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Please be with me just like You were with Elisha.  Help me to show that You


are with me and in my life.  I know that You will not change throughout my life. 
Amen. 
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Elijah & Elisha
2 Kings 2-5


Some of the best lessons that we learn and cherish are those that
we learned from our parents and grandparents.  Those who had gone
ahead of us have handed down all their adventures and experiences. 
They shared these items with us sometimes in the form of stories and
other times in the form of lessons.  As we grow we prepare to share these
lessons with the generations that will follow us.


The Lord used this type of passing on information for thousands of
years.  He also guided younger prophets, pastors, by having them train
with older more experienced prophets.  Today’s story tells us how God
passed the leadership of His prophet Elijah on to Elisha.


Prayer


Dear Lord God, 
Please be with us and bless us with the same spirit that You gave to Your servants Elijah


and Elisha.  Fill each of us with love and selfless devotion to You.  Guide us as we study and
put Your truths into practice.  We ask these things in the Name of our Savior Jesus. Amen.


Elijah & His Service to the Lord – Preparing Elisha - 2 Kings 2-5


Elijah had been called by the Lord to
minister to the people of Israel.  As you have
learned in other lessons, the people of Israel
were not God-fearing.  Their leaders had
introduced the worship of false gods including
the worship of Baal.  The work of the Lord
among the people of Israel was thankless. 
Elijah was consistently dealing with the
problems not only of idol worship but famine,
the wrath of the king and queen – Ahab and
Jezebel, and the constant invasion of foreign
armies.


Through it all Elijah kept focused on the
Lord and received the blessings of being fed
and protected.  Though the desire to worship
Baal and other man made objects was very
strong, Elijah continued to proclaim the true
Lord to the people of Israel.  He challenged
the prophets and followers of Baal at Mount
Carmel.  The Lord provided not only the fire but


proof that there is but one true God, the God
that Elijah was proclaiming.  Still shortly after
Mount Carmel Elijah had to run for his life from
the wicked Queen Jezebel.  The Lord then
strengthened His prophet, and Elijah returned
to Israel and continued preaching the Word of
the Lord.


Elijah grows old.  His task in Israel had not
been an easy one and the time had come to
pass his duties on to Elisha.  Elisha had been
called earlier by the Lord (2 Kings 19:15-21) to
serve under Elijah.  It was evident to all that
with Elijah’s growing older there was to be a
new prophet of the Lord in Israel.  The time was
at hand for Elijah to go to heaven.


Elijah informed Elisha that he was going
to Bethal to conduct some business.  Elisha,
strengthened by the Lord, insisted on going
along and made a beautiful statement to his
teacher “…As the LORD lives, and as your soul
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lives, I will not leave you!”  
Elijah and Elisha made the trip to Bethel


together.  Near Bethel some prophets who
were in training joined them.  The impression is
given that these students of the word were
aware that Elijah’s time here on earth was
quickly coming to an end.  Again, Elijah
offered for Elisha to stay while he would go on
to the east of the Jordan River.  Elisha refused. 
The two men are watched from a distance by
the prophets in training as this teacher and
student traveled east toward the Jordan River.


When the two prophets came to the
Jordan River Elijah used his cloak and struck
the water.  The water divided and the two
prophets traveled across the Jordan on dry
land.  We can see the love these two men had
for the Lord by the fact that they understood
that it was God alone who parted the waters
and provided a way for them to cross the river.


Once across the river, Elijah
encouraged Elisha to request a blessing from
him before the Lord would take Elijah away. 
Elisha the student asked for a “double portion”
of Elijah’s spirit.  Elijah knew that this was a
tough item to grant but gave his student a
sign.  If Elisha saw Elijah go up into heaven
Elisha would know that the Lord had granted
the request.


The two continued on walking and
talking. Suddenly a chariot of fire separated
them.  Elisha saw Elijah being taken up into
heaven on a whirlwind.  What a great blessing! 
Elijah was taken by the Lord into heaven and
since Elisha saw it happen it meant the Lord
would grant his request for a double portion of
Elijah’s spirit.


Elijah’s cloak was left behind.  Elisha
picked it up and headed back toward the
Jordan River.  At the river he used the cloak as
Elijah had and the river was divided.  The 
prophets who had been watching from afar
understood that the Lord had passed onto
Elisha the task of being a prophet to the
people of Israel.


As with Elijah, the task of being prophet
of the one true God to Israel was not an easy
one.  Immediately Elisha was tested and
strengthened by the Lord.  Some disrespectful
children from Bethel mocked and made fun of
Elisha and the true Lord.  Elisha cursed them
and two bears came out of the woods and
mauled the forty-two children.


The king of Israel was Jehoram, the son
of Ahab.  Though Jehoram did not promote
the worship of Baal he did continue to do evil
in the sight of the Lord.  At the same time the
people of the country of Moab to the south
rose up against Judah and Israel.  The two
countries joined forces against the Moabites. 
The king of Judah requested that the kings
meet with the prophet of the Lord to know the
Lord’s will.  Elisha, with direction from the Lord,
helped the kings defeat the Moabites.  It was
again clear that the Lord had given His people
the victory.  Still the king of Israel returned to his
country and continued in his sinful ways.


Love is the powerful tool of the Lord. 
This love was demonstrated by Elisha’s dealings
with the Shunammite woman.  Elisha traveled
a lot through Israel and Judah.  Along the way
he came into contact with a man and
woman.  The woman was moved by her love
for the Lord to convince her husband to
provide a place for Elisha. When Elisha traveled
through their area he would rest at their house. 
In return for this wonderful offering Elisha
requested of the Lord that the couple be
blessed with a child.  The request was granted. 
The child was born and the  man and woman 
were very happy. 


After a period of time the child became
sick and died.  This was a very sad time in the
lives of this family.  The Shunammite woman
immediately went to Elisha.  Elisha returned to
the family home and called upon the Lord to
bring the child back to the life.  The Lord heard
the prayer of Elisha and the child was returned
to his family.
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Outer Aim - Elijah was taken bodily into heaven and Elisha served in his place.


What God’s Word Tells Us  - Discuss the following.


1. God was with Elijah and Elisha.  He never left them.  He protected them when they
were in trouble.  Give examples of how God was with Elijah and Elisha.


2. Like Elijah and Elisha, God is with us today.  How do you know God is with you
everyday?  Give examples.


3. Elijah and Elisha were dedicated in their work for the Lord.  Many times difficult things
happened to Elijah and Elisha, but the Lord helped them triumph.  How can you show
that you are dedicated to the Lord?  How can you show that you are dedicated to
the Lord when you grow up?  How can you show you are dedicated to the Lord with a
job?


4. The Lord blessed the woman who cared for Elisha.  Why did the woman help Elisha? 
Did she expect something from Elisha in return?  How do we show our love for the Lord
when we help others?  Give examples.


5. Some of the best lessons that we can learn in this life have been passed down to us
from those who have gone ahead of us.  Just as Elijah had strengthened Elisha to be a
true prophet of the Lord, so have our parents and grandparents given us important
lessons to grow on.  The most important of those lessons both to Elisha and to us is to
remain faithful to the Lord.  If we do, the Lord will bless our families and our work here
on earth.


6. Each of us has the power of God’s Word.  We study it as families and students in
school.  Learning to appreciate, believe, and trust in this word of God is the strongest
and most important lesson that we can live by and pass on to those who look to us for
guidance and direction in the future.  Continue to study the Bible and marvel at the
wonderful work that the Lord has done and is doing for each of us.  Pass it on!
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What the Story Tells Us  - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE. The answers can be
found in 2 Kings using the chapter and verse given.


Across
2. What killed the youth (2:24)
5. What Elisha put into the bad water
(2:20)
7. How Elijah went to heaven (2:11)
9. What gift the Lord gave to the
woman (4:17)
10. What was in the country of Gilgal
(4:38)
12. What the two boys would
become (4:1)


Down
1. Which river Elijah and Elisha crossed
(2:7)
3. Where a woman lived that made
Elisha a room (4:8)
4. What the youth called Elisha (2:23) 
6. What Elisha did to ask how to help
the boy (4:33)
8. How many men ate from the 20
loaves of bread and grain (4:43)
10. How many prophets were on the
other side of the Jordan River (2:7)
11. What the containers were filled
with (4:4)
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Inner Aim - The same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha
has also promised to be with us today.


Passages


Hebrews 13:8 -  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.


Matthew 18:20 -  "For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in
the midst of them."


Malachi 3:6  - For I am the LORD, I do not change.


Romans 8:31- What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1-4


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led,


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
At times I can be frightened about the road that lies ahead. Help me remember that


You will be with me wherever I go, just as You were with Elijah and Elisha. I know I will change
throughout my life, but I am glad You will remain the same. In Your name I pray. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Elijah & Elisha - Level 4           9/4/02


Elijah & Elisha
2 Kings 2-5


Some of the best lessons that we learn and cherish are those that we learned from our
parents and grandparents.  Those who have gone ahead of us have handed down to us all
their adventures and experiences.  They share these items with us sometimes in the form of
stories while other times in forms of lessons.  As we grow, we
prepare to share these lessons with the generations that will follow
us.


The Lord used this type of passing on information for
thousands of years.  He also guided younger prophets, pastors, by
having them train with older, more experience prophets.  Today’s
story tells us how God passed the leadership of His prophet Elijah
on to Elisha.


Prayer
Dear Lord God, Please be with us and bless us with the same spirit
that You gave to Your servants Elijah and Elisha.  Fill each of us
with love and selfless devotion to You.  Guide us as we study and put Your truths into
practice.  We ask these things in the Name of our Savior Jesus. Amen.


Elijah & His Service to the Lord – Preparing Elisha - 2 Kings 2-5


Elijah had been called by the Lord to
minister to the people of Israel.  As you have
learned in other lessons, the people of Israel
were not God fearing.  Their leaders had
introduced the worship of false gods including
the worship of Baal.  The work of the Lord
among the people of Israel was thankless. 
Elijah was consistently dealing with the
problems not only of idol worship but famine,
the wrath of the king and queen – Ahab and
Jezebel, and the constant invasion of foreign
armies.


Through it all Elijah kept focused on the
Lord and received the blessings of being fed
and protected.  Though the desire to worship
Baal and other man made objects was very
strong, Elijah continued to proclaim the true
Lord to the people of Israel.  He challenged
the prophets and followers of Baal at Mount
Carmel.  The Lord provided not only the fire
but proof that there is but one true God, the


God that Elijah was proclaiming.  Still, shortly
after Mount Carmel, Elijah had to run for his life
from the wicked Queen Jezebel.  The Lord
then strengthened His prophet, and Elijah
returned to Israel and continued preaching
the Word of the Lord.


As with time, Elijah grows old.  His task in
Israel had not been an easy one, and the time
had come to pass his duties unto Elisha.  Elisha
had been called earlier by the Lord (2 Kings
19:15-21) to serve under Elijah.  It was evident
to all that with Elijah’s growing older there was
to be a new prophet of the Lord in Israel.  The
time was at hand for Elijah to go to heaven.


Elijah informed Elisha that he was going
to Bethel to conduct some business.  Elisha,
strengthened by the Lord, insisted on going
along and made a beautiful statement to his
teacher “…As the LORD lives, and as your soul
lives, I will not leave you!”  


Elijah and Elisha made a trip to Bethel. 
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Near Bethel some prophets who were in
training joined them.  The impression is given
that these students of the word were aware
that Elijah’s time here on earth was quickly
coming to an end.  Again, Elijah offered for
Elisha to stay while he would go on to the east
of the Jordan River.  Elisha refused.  The two
men are watched from a distance by the
prophets in training as this teacher and student
traveled east toward the Jordan River.


When the two prophets came to the
Jordan River, Elijah used his cloak and struck
the water.  The water divided, and the two
prophets traveled across the Jordan on dry
land.  We can see the love these two men had
for the Lord by the fact that they understood
that it was God alone that parted the waters
and provided a way for them to cross the river.


Once across the river, Elijah
encouraged Elisha to request a blessing from
him before the Lord would take Elijah away. 
Elisha the student asked for a “double portion”
of Elijah’s spirit.  Elijah knew that this was a
tough item to grant but gave his student a
sign.  If Elisha saw Elijah go up into heaven
Elisha would know that the Lord had granted
the request.


The two continued  walking and talking.
Suddenly a chariot of fire separated them. 
Elisha saw Elijah being taken up into heaven
on a whirlwind.  What a great blessing!  Elijah
was taken by the Lord into heaven and since
Elisha saw it happen, it meant that the Lord
would grant his request for a double portion of
Elijah’s spirit.


Elijah’s cloak was left behind.  Elisha
picked it up and headed back toward the
Jordan River.  At the river, he used the cloak as
Elijah had, and the river was divided.  The 
prophets who had been watching from afar
understood that the Lord had passed onto
Elisha the task of being a prophet to the
people of Israel.


As with Elijah, the task of being prophet


of the one true God to Israel was not an easy
one.  Immediately Elisha was tested and
strengthened by the Lord.  Some disrespectful
children from Bethel mocked and made fun of
Elisha and the true Lord.  Elisha cursed them,
and two bears came out of the woods and
mauled the forty-two children.


The king of Israel was Jehoram, the son
of Ahab.  Though Jehoram did not promote
the worship of Baal, he did continue to do evil
in the sight of the Lord.  At the same time, the
people of the country of Moab to the south
rose up against Judah and Israel.  The two
countries joined forces against the Moabites. 
The king of Judah requested that the kings
meet with the prophet of the Lord to know the
Lord’s will.  Elisha, with direction from the Lord,
helped the kings defeat the Moabites.  It was
again clear that the Lord had given His people
the victory.  Still the king of Israel returned to his
country and continued in his sinful ways.


Love is the powerful tool of the Lord. 
This love was demonstrated by Elisha’s
dealings with the Shunammite woman.  Elisha
traveled a lot through Israel and Judah.  Along
the way, he came into contact with a man
and woman.  The woman was moved by her
love for the Lord to convince her husband to
provide a place for Elisha. When Elisha
traveled through their area, he would rest at
their house.  In return for this wonderful offering,
Elisha requested of the Lord that the couple
be blessed with a child.  The request was
granted.  The child was born, and the man
and woman  were very happy. 


After a period of time, the child
became sick and died.  This was a very sad
time in the lives of this family.  The Shunammite
woman immediately went to Elisha.  Elisha
returned to the family home and called upon
the Lord to bring the child back to life.  The
Lord heard the prayer of Elisha, and the child
was returned to his family.


Outer Aim - Elijah was taken bodily into heaven and Elisha served in his place.
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What God’s Word Tells Us  - Discuss the following .
1. The Lord did many powerful things through Elijah and Elisha.  List some of them.  Does


the Lord work those powerful miracles today?  Why or why not?


2. How do you know that the Lord is with you?  Give examples.


3. The young people in today’s story were rebelling against God.  They were making fun
of God’s servant.  How did God react to this rebellion?  Imagine that you are walking
by as these young people are making fun of Elisha.  What would you say to them? 
What do you say to people who make fun of you for going to church or a religious
school?


4. Elijah and Elisha were dedicated to the Lord.  It was evident through their work for the
Lord.  How do you show that you are dedicated to the Lord?  How could you show
your dedication to the Lord as an adult?


5. Elisha’s needs were taken care of by a woman in the story.  Did the woman expect
something in return for her services?  How did the Lord bless the woman?  What lesson
can we learn from the woman?


6. Some of the best lessons that we can learn in this life have been passed down to us
from those who have gone ahead of us.  Just as Elijah had strengthened Elisha to be a
true prophet of the Lord, so our parents and grandparents have given to us important
lessons on which to grow.  The most important of those lessons, both to Elisha and to us,
is to remain faithful to the Lord.  If we do, the Lord will bless our families and our work
here on earth.


7. Each of us has the power of God’s Word.  We study it as families and students in
school.  Learning to appreciate, believe, and trust in this word of God is the strongest
and most important lesson that we can live by and pass on to those who look to us for
guidance and direction in the future. We continue to study the Bible and marvel at the
wonderful work that the Lord has done and is doing for each of us.  Pass it on!







Old Testament 4  Elijah & Elisha  - Level 4


What the Story Tells Us  - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE. The answers can be found
in 2 Kings using the chapter and verse given.


Across
3. What killed the youth (3:24)
6. What the youth called Elisha (2:23)
7. How Elijah went to heaven (2:11)
9. What gift the Lord gave to the
woman (4:17)
10. What was in the country of Gilgal
(4:38)
12. What Elisha put into the bad
water (2:20)
13. What the two boys would
become (4:1)


Down
1. Which river Elijah and Elisha crossed
(2:7)
2. What the boys were to collect from
the neighbors (4:3)
4. Where a woman lived that made
Elisha a room (4:8)
5. What Elisha did to ask how to help
the boy (4:33)
8. How many men ate from the 20
loaves of bread and grain (4:43)
10. How many prophets were on the
other side of the Jordan River (2:7)
11. What the containers were filled
with (4:4)
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Inner Aim - The same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha
has also promised to be with us today.
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Passages


Hebrews 13:8 -  Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.


Matthew 18:20 -  "For where two or three
are gathered together in My name, I am


there in the midst of them."


Joshua 1:9 - The LORD your God is with you
wherever you go.


Malachi 3:6  - For I am the LORD, I do not
change.


Romans 8:31- What then shall we say to
these things? If God is for us, who can be


against us?


Revelation 1:8 -  "I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End," says
the Lord, "who is and who was and who is


to come, the Almighty."


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1-4


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
At times I can be frightened about the road that lies ahead. Help me remember that


You will be with me wherever I go, just as You were with Elijah and Elisha. I know I will change
throughout my life, but I am glad You will remain the same. In Your name I pray. Amen.
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Elijah and Elisha - 2 Kings 2-4


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, please be with me and bless me with the same spirit that You gave to Your servants Elijah and
Elisha. Fill me with love and selfless devotion so that I might dedicate myself to you and to your service.
Guide me now as I bring the truths of your Word to Your little lambs. Open their hearts to not only hear
and learn, but to put into practice the truths they here come to know. I ask these things in the Name of my
Savior Jesus. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Gilgal - A city located near the place where Israel first crossed the Jordan to enter the Promised Land.
Here the monument of 12 stones (taken from the middle of the Jordan) was erected (Joshua 4:20). The
name means "rolling," perhaps a reference to the rolling green hills in which it is located.


Bethel - A city about 12 miles north of Jerusalem and west of Jericho. The name means "house of God,"
and was so named because it is located at or near where Jacob had his vision when fleeing Esau. Abraham
stopped here when the city was known as Luz. Excavations show that the city was burned both in the 14th
century BC (around the time of the conquest under Joshua), and the 13th century (the conquest by the
house of Joseph in Judges 1:22).  Though Bethel had been a city of the tribe of Benjamin, it later became
part of the ten northern tribes of Israel.


Mantle - A cloak or outer covering. Elijah and Elisha used this garment cloak much like Moses used his
staff.


Mount Carmel - Headlands averaging 1,500 feet in altitude where the Lord through Elijah defeated the
prophets of Baal. Elisha also spent time in this area.


Baal - The chief male god of the Phoenicians, adopted by many tribes in Palestine. The Canaanites
regarded Baal as the god of storms. 


Moab - The country to the east of the Dead Sea founded by and named for Moab, the son of Lot's oldest
daughter. The Moabites, along with the Edomites, refused to allow Israel to pass through on the way to the
Promised Land. It was the Moabites who hired Balaam to curse Israel. The most famous Moabitess was
Ruth.


Indignation - anger aroused by something unjust.


Shunem - A city three miles north of Jezreel and seven miles south and east of what later became
Nazareth. The city of Nain (where Jesus raised the widow's son) was later built near the location of
Shunem. The maiden Abishag, who cared for David in his old age, came from Shunem.


Baal Shalisha - A little known city of Ephraim slightly west of Gilgal and just south of Jericho.


OUTER AIM
Elijah is taken bodily into heaven and Elisha serves in his place.
.
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INNER AIM
The same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah and Elisha has also promised to be with each one of us
today.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Volume 1, pages 361-366)
Elijah's time of service comes to an end 
Elijah has served his Lord long and well, and now his time of earthly service is over. By God's hand he had survived
famine, the priests of Baal, the wrath of Ahab and Jezebel, foreign armies, and much more. This lesson begins as God
prepares Elijah to be taken to heaven.


Chapter 2  
Apparently God had last-minute business for Elijah to attend to in Bethel and Jericho before his time of service on earth
was completed. We are not told what that service might have been, although in each place it seemed to involve "the
sons of the prophets." These were apparently future prophets in training. It had apparently been revealed to all of them
that Elijah was to be taken to heaven on that day.


Though Elijah used his cloak in much the same way Moses used his staff, neither item possessed power in itself. All
power and ability rests with God alone.


When Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah's spirit, he was not asking for a ministry twice as great as Elijah's. In
keeping with Israel's inheritance laws he was asking for the rights of a firstborn son (Deuteronomy 21:17) - in effect
asking to be named Elijah's successor. This request was God's, not Elijah's to give, so he left the answer to God
himself.


It is a misconception that Elijah was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire. The chariot served to separate Elisha from
Elijah, who was then carried to heaven in a whirlwind.


When Elisha referred to Elijah as "the chariot of Israel and its horsemen" he was acknowledging the fact that God had
worked through Elijah (not through the armies of Israel) to preserve the nation. The same would later be said about
Elisha (2 Kings 13:14).  As far as we know, only Enoch (see Genesis 5:22-24) and Elijah were taken bodily into
heaven without first having to pass through death.


The signs that Elisha was able to perform after Elijah was taken gave evidence that he was the rightful successor to
Elijah's ministry.The "youths" who mocked Elisha were not innocent children but disrespectful rogues. Their taunt to
"Go up!" could have been a ridicule in reference to Elijah's assumption into heaven - thus a mocking of a sacred act of
God.


Chapter 3  
Though Jehoram, the new King of Israel, no longer tolerated the public worship of Baal, as had his father Ahab, he still
tolerated the "sins of Jeroboam."  To keep the nation of Israel divided from Judah, Jeroboam had built two golden
calves and set them up as alternate gods for Israel to worship (in Bethel and Dan rather than in Jerusalem). He also
ordained priests outside of the tribe of Levi and enacted his own religious festivals to rival those in Judah prescribed by
God. (See 1 Kings 12:25-33)
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The people of Moab paid tribute to Israel only as long as they feared Israel. They failed to acknowledge that Israel was
God's chosen people.


The armies of Israel and Judah probably took the arid southern route into Moab (around the south end of the Dead
Sea) more to avoid the fortified cities located in the north than in an attempt to surprise.


Edom at this time was a vassal state of Israel. The "King of Edom" mentioned here was appointed by the King of
Judah. Edom did not have its own king until after its revolt against Jehoram, Jehoshaphat's son. (See 2 Kings 8:16 and
20)


When Elisha told Jehoram, "Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother," he was referring to
Ahab and Jezebel, and to the fact that they had accepted both the prophets of Baal and non-Levites as their own. (1
Kings 22:6ff.)


God provided water for the armies of Israel, Judah, and Edom; but note that obedience on their part was required if
they were to benefit. The water probably came in the form of flash floods coming down from the mountains in Edom.
This water would have simply seeped back down into the earth had not the ditches and trenches been dug by the
combined armies.


When Mesha, the King of Moab, saw the destruction of his land, he tried to make a desperate effort to form an alliance
with Edom.  That effort failed.  Mesha then offered his own son as a burnt offering to the idol Chemosh.  The result was
“great indignation against Israel."  While the exact meaning of this phrase is not known, the result was that Moab was
spared from complete destruction, and Moabite raiders continued to plague Israel and Judah in the years to come.


Chapter 4  
As swift and sure as was Elisha's wrath against the rebellious and disrespectful youths, so he here demonstrated a love
and compassion for those who suffered, especially for those who were among the faithful in Israel.


Elisha spent a good deal of time travelling from Judah, through Samaria, and into Galilee.  Shunem lay in his path of
travel where a hospitable family provided room and board for him.  (See application below.)


As did Elijah before him, Elisha spent a good deal of his time and effort prophesying against (and ministering to) the
apostate northern tribes of Israel.  Note the many parallels between Elisha's ministry and the events of Jesus' day: the
cursing of the rebellious youth - the cursing of the fig tree; the jars filled with oil - the changing of water to wine; the birth
of a son in old age - the birth of John the Baptist to Elizabeth and Zacharias; the raising of the woman's son - the raising
of the Widow of Nain (Nain, ironically, was the city built on or near the ruins of the city of Shunem, where Elisha raised
this child from the dead); and finally the feeding of the 100 - the feeding of the 5,000.


The mother of the dead child seemed to display a rare faith here, determining not to abandon hope and mourn for her
son until she had spoken to Elisha. She seems to demonstrate a confidence in the God of Elisha.


Though Elisha acted only according to the command and by the power of the Lord, note the relative difficulty he had in
raising this child compared to the simple words of the Lord Jesus. 
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, at times I can be frightened about the road that lies ahead. Help me to remember that You will be
with me wherever I go, just as You were with Elijah,  Elisha and the other prophets and apostles. I know that I will
change throughout my life, but I am glad that You will remain the same. In Your name I pray. Amen. 


PRESENTATION
The Bible account presented today is too long to read in class. It is also too complex to attempt to present all parts in a
single Sunday School lesson, especially for the younger students. Assign the reading of this entire lesson to the students
the week before it is presented, and then choose from among its many parts what you will emphasize in your
presentation. In doing this, remember the Inner Aim.. 


APPLICATION


. Emphasize to the children (in keeping with the inner aim) that the same Lord who worked so powerfully through Elijah
and Elisha has also promised to be with each one of us today. He is just as powerful today as He was then, and
cares just as much for each of His children today as He did then.


. Bring the attention of the students to the dedication which Elijah and Elisha show for the work of the Lord. Such
dedication is still required today. Encourage the boys to consider serving as pastors or teachers, and the girls to
consider the teaching ministry, emphasizing that there is great honor and blessing in the public ministry. Elisha knew
the hardships that Elijah had faced, yet he desired to continue in that work. We may not witness miracles today as
seen in the days of Elijah and Elisha, but we might be privileged enough to play a part in calling a sinner from death
to Life.


. Though society today cares less and less, God does not look kindly upon any rebellion against any authority He has
ordained. All are to show honor and respect to all those in authority over us. The incident with the bears and the
insolent youths can be used to emphasize just how serious rebellion and lack of respect is in God's sight.


. Jehoram followed in many of the evil ways of his father Ahab. Each generation must be taught to reexamine and
relearn the truths of God's Word for themselves. Only then can we avoid perpetuating any sins into which our
fathers might have fallen.


. As God required the army of Israel to carry out a simple command in order for His blessing to be enjoyed, so He
often today calls for obedience on our part so that we might enjoy the blessings He wants to give us. (Church
attendance yields strengthening, prayer yields answers to prayer, a medical checkup yields an early diagnosis,
honoring parents and superiors leads to a rich and peaceful life, etc.)


. The King of Israel had turned away from the Lord to idols and yet he expected the Lord to answer him at his beck
and call. We cannot cast the Lord away from our lives and expect Him to watch over us as His children.


. The woman who cared for Elisha's needs was blessed in that service. The same promise holds true for laymen and
laywomen today. (Matthew 10:41 NKJV) "He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a
prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous
man's reward."
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Lower
Malachi 3:6 - For I am the LORD: I do not change.


Matthew 28:20 - Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.


Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.


Middle
Matthew 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.


Romans 8:31 - What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?


Upper
Joshua 1:9 - Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go.


Lamentations 3:22-23 - Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are
new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.


Revelation 1:8 - "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End," says the Lord, "who is and who was and
who is to come, the Almighty." 


HYMN CHOICES
O God of Jacob, by Whose Hand - TLH #434
Abide with Me! Fast Falls the Eventide - TLH #552:1-4
We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator - TLH #568 
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David & Bathsheba
2 Samuel 11:1 - 12:25


 


Nathan said to David, “You are the man!”
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The Story


David was the king of Israel.  David’s
army was fighting the people of Ammon. 
David normally went with his army, but this
time he stayed home.  One night David was
walking on the roof of his palace when he saw
a beautiful woman taking a bath on her roof. 
David wanted to know more about the
woman, so he asked about her.  He found out
that her name was Bathsheba and her
husband was Uriah, a commander in David’s
army.


Bathsheba came to the palace when
David asked her to come.  While she was
there, David and Bathsheba acted like
husband and wife.  It was a sin for them to do
this because David and Bathsheba were not
husband and wife.  A while later, Bathsheba
sent word to David that she was going to
have his child. 


David did not tell Uriah he had sinned
with Uriah’s wife. David tried to make a lie
about Uriah, but he could not make the lie
work.


 David wanted Uriah killed in the battle. 
So he made an order to have Uriah in the
front of the battle. He was killed at war. 


When David received the news that
Uriah was dead and Bathsheba had mourned
for her husband, David took her as his wife
and she had their son.  But the Lord was not
happy with David.


The Lord sent His prophet, Nathan, to
talk to David.  Nathan told David a parable
or story about two men.  One was rich and
had a lot of sheep and cattle.  The other man
was poor and had only one ewe lamb whom
he loved as one of his daughters.  When the
rich man had a traveler at his house, instead
of killing one of his animals to eat, he took the


poor man’s lamb and killed it and
prepared it.  


When David heard this, he
became very angry and said that the
rich man should die.  Nathan then told
David that he was the rich man in the
story.


Nathan told David the Lord was
angry with him because he had given
David many blessings, yet David took
Uriah’s wife and murdered Uriah. 
Nathan went on to tell David that from
then on there would always be trouble
and hardship in David’s family.  David
said he was sorry for his sin, and Nathan
told him that the Lord had taken away
his sin and he would not die.  However,
David’s son would die.


After this, David and Bathsheba’s
son became sick.  David went without
food and prayed for his son to live.  On
the seventh day the child died.  David’s
servants were afraid to tell him that the
child was dead, but David heard  them
whispering and they told him the child
was dead.  David got up, washed and
went to worship in the house of the
Lord.  David’s servants wanted to know
why David was not still sad about the
child.  David told them his sadness
would not bring the child back, and he
said he would see the child again in
heaven, which shows David’s faith in
the Lord.  


David comforted Bathsheba, and
soon the Lord blessed them with
another child.  They named him
Solomon, and the Lord loved him.
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Nathan led David to repent of his sin.


Activity One - Answer these questions.


1. ______ Who is the king of Israel?


2. ______ Who did David see while walking on his roof?


3. ______ What did David do to Uriah?


4. ______ Who told David a story that showed his sin?


5. ______ What did David do after he heard he sinned?


6. ______ What happened to David’s sick son?


7. ______ Who was David’s next son?


A. repented


B. Solomon


C. killed


D. David


E. died


F. Bathsheba


G. Nathan


God leads His children to repentance through His Word.


Activity Two - Fill in the blanks using   S  O  S.


1. In God’s Word, the Law ____hows    ____ur   ____ins.


2. In God’s Word, the Gospel ____hows    ____ur   ____avior.
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Passages


Romans 6:23  - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 1:29 - "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for giving us Your Law to show us our sins. Thank You for giving


us the Gospel to show us our Savior, Jesus. Thank You for sending Jesus to die
for our sins to take them away so that we will be in heaven with You. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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David & Bathsheba
2 Samuel 11:1 - 12:25


 


Nathan said to David, “You are the man!”
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The Story


David was the king of Israel.  His army
was fighting the people of Ammon.  David
normally went with his army, but this time he
stayed home.  One night David was walking
on the roof of his palace. He saw a beautiful
woman taking a bath on her roof.  David
wanted to know more about the woman and
asked about her.  He found out that her name
was Bathsheba and her husband was Uriah, a
commander in David’s army.


Bathsheba came to the palace when
David asked her to come.  While she was
there, David and Bathsheba acted like
husband and wife.  It was a sin for them to do
this because David and Bathsheba were not
husband and wife.  A while later, Bathsheba
sent word to David that she was going to
have his child.  So David had Joab, his army
commander-in chief, send Uriah to him.  


Uriah came to David.  David asked
about his army and how the war was going. 
Then David told Uriah to go home.  Still, Uriah
did not go!  He slept at the palace’s
entrance.  David asked Uriah why he did not
go home.  Uriah said he did not want to sleep
in a house when the rest of the army was
sleeping in fields.  The next night David again
tried to get Uriah to go home to his wife, but
Uriah did not go.  


David’s attempt at hiding his sin was not
working, so he sent a note to Joab with Uriah
saying that he wanted Uriah put in the front
line where the fighting was the worst.   David
wanted Uriah killed in the battle.  So Joab did
what David said and Uriah was killed.
When David received the news that Uriah was
dead and Bathsheba had mourned for her
husband, David took her as his wife and she
had their son.  But the Lord was not happy
with David.


The Lord sent His prophet, Nathan, to
talk to David.  Nathan told David a parable
about two men.  One was rich and had a lot
of sheep and cattle.  The other man was poor


and had only one ewe lamb whom he
loved as one of his daughters.  When
the rich man had a traveler at his
house, instead of killing one of his
animals to eat, he took the poor man’s
lamb and prepared it.  When David
heard this, he became very angry and
said that the rich man should die.  He
also said that the rich man should pay
more than the lamb was worth–four
times more.  Nathan then told David
that he was the man.


Nathan told David the Lord was
angry with him because he had given
David many blessings, yet David took
Uriah’s wife and murdered Uriah. 
Nathan went on to tell David that from
then on there would always be trouble
and hardship in David’s family.  David
said he was sorry for his sin, and Nathan
told him that the Lord had taken away
his sin and he would not die.  However,
David’s son would die.


After this, David and Bathsheba’s
son became sick.  David went without
food and prayed for his son to live. 
David’s servants tried to get David to
eat, but he would not.  On the seventh
day the child died.  David’s servants
were afraid to tell him that the child was
dead, but David heard them whispering
and they told him the child was dead. 
David got up, washed and went to
worship in the house of the Lord.  Then
he ate.  David’s servants wanted to
know why David was not still sad about
the child.  David told them his sadness
would not bring the child back, and he
said he would see the child again,
which shows David’s faith in the Lord.  


David comforted Bathsheba, and
soon the Lord blessed them with
another child.  They named him
Solomon, and the Lord loved him.
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Nathan led David to repent of his sin.


Activity One - Answer these questions.


1. Whom did David see while walking on his roof?


2. What did David do to Uriah?


3. Why did God send Nathan to David?


4. What did David say after he heard the story about the rich man and the poor


man?


5. What did David say after he heard he was the rich man?


6. What happened to David’s son?


7. What did the Lord bless David and Bathsheba with?


God leads His children to repentance through His Word.
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Activity Two - Write T if the sentence is TRUE. Write F if the sentence is FALSE.


1. ____ David did not sin by acting like a husband to Bathsheba when he was not her
husband.


2. ____ It was okay for David to have Uriah killed.


3. ____ Nathan said David was like the poor man.


4. ____ David was sorry for what he had done after he talked to Nathan.


5. ____ The Lord had mercy on David and forgave David’s sins.


Activity Three - Match the name to the proper definition by drawing a line between
the two columns.


1.  David                                              A.  Uriah’s wife                                         
                                                                       
                         


2.  Nathan   B.  He helped David kill Uriah


3.  Bathsheba                                      C.  King of Israel


4.  Uriah                                              D.  A prophet from God


5.  Joab   E.  A commander in David’s army
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Passages


Romans 6:23  - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 1:29 - "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would afterward receive as an inheritance.  


And he went out.”


Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1, 2


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.


Prayer
Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Flee the world, which would deceive us
And to sin our souls allure.
Ever in His foot-steps treading.
Body here, yet soul above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.  
Faithful Lord, abide with me;
Savior, lead, I follow Thee.  Amen. TLH 409 vs. 1
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David & Bathsheba
2 Samuel 11:1 - 12:25


 


Do you recall any Bible stories where a friend or stranger 
brought someone to repentance?


Today we will hear of the Prophet Nathan and King David.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Help us to listen to Your Word today so that we learn of sin
and repentance. Your Word shows us our sin and also
shows us our Savior, Jesus Christ. Be with us as we study. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


David and Bathsheba –  2 Samuel 11


It happened in the spring of the year, at
the time when kings go out to battle, that
David sent Joab and his servants with him, and
all Israel; and they destroyed the people of
Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem. 


{2} Then it happened one evening that
David arose from his bed and walked on the
roof of the king's house. And from the roof he
saw a woman bathing, and the woman was
very beautiful to behold. {3} So David sent and
inquired about the woman. And someone
said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" {4} Then
David sent messengers, and took her; and she
came to him, and he lay with her, for she was
cleansed from her impurity; and she returned
to her house. {5} And the woman conceived;
so she sent and told David, and said, "I am with
child." 


{6} Then David sent to Joab, saying,
"Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent
Uriah to David. {7} When Uriah had come to
him, David asked how Joab was doing, and
how the people were doing, and how the war
prospered. {8} And David said to Uriah, "Go
down to your house and wash your feet." So


Uriah departed from the king's house, and a
gift of food from the king followed him. {9} But
Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with
all the servants of his lord, and did not go
down to his house. 


{10} So when they told David, saying,
"Uriah did not go down to his house," David
said to Uriah, "Did you not come from a
journey? Why did you not go down to your
house?" 


{11} And Uriah said to David, "The ark
and Israel and Judah are dwelling in tents, and
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are
encamped in the open fields. Shall I then go to
my house to eat and drink, and to lie with my
wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will
not do this thing." 


{12} Then David said to Uriah, "Wait here
today also, and tomorrow I will let you depart."
So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and
the next. {13} Now when David called him, he
ate and drank before him; and he made him
drunk. And at evening he went out to lie on his
bed with the servants of his lord, but he did not
go down to his house. 


{14} In the morning it happened that
David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the


Nathan said to David, “You are
the man!”
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hand of Uriah. {15} And he wrote in the letter,
saying, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest
battle, and retreat from him, that he may be
struck down and die." 


{16} So it was, while Joab besieged the
city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where
he knew there were valiant men. {17} Then the
men of the city came out and fought with
Joab. And some of the people of the servants
of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 


{22} So the messenger went, and came
and told David all that Joab had sent by him.
{23} And the messenger said to David, "Surely
the men prevailed against us and came out to
us in the field; then we drove them back as far
as the entrance of the gate. {24} "The archers
shot from the wall at your servants; and some
of the king's servants are dead, and your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also." 


{25} Then David said to the messenger,
"Thus you shall say to Joab: 'Do not let this thing
displease you, for the sword devours one as
well as another. Strengthen your attack against
the city, and overthrow it.' So encourage him." 


{26} When the wife of Uriah heard that
Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for
her husband. {27} And when her mourning was
over, David sent and brought her to his house,
and she became his wife and bore him a son.
But the thing that David had done displeased
the LORD.


{1}Then the LORD sent Nathan to David.
And he came to him, and said to him: "There
were two men in one city, one rich and the
other poor. {2} "The rich man had exceedingly
many flocks and herds. {3} "But the poor man
had nothing, except one little ewe lamb which
he had bought and nourished; and it grew up
together with him and with his children. It ate
of his own food and drank from his own cup
and lay in his bosom; and it was like a
daughter to him. 


{4} "And a traveler came to the rich
man, who refused to take from his own flock
and from his own herd to prepare one for the
wayfaring man who had come to him; but he
took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for
the man who had come to him." 


{5} So David's anger was greatly
aroused against the man, and he said to


Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man who has
done this shall surely die! {6} "And he shall
restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did
this thing and because he had no pity." 


{7} Then Nathan said to David, "You are
the man! Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'I
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered
you from the hand of Saul. {8} 'I gave you your
master's house and your master's wives into
your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel
and Judah. And if that had been too little, I
also would have given you much more! {9}
'Why have you despised the commandment of
the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have
taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed
him with the sword of the people of Ammon.
{10} 'Now therefore, the sword shall never
depart from your house, because you have
despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah
the Hittite to be your wife.' 


{11} "Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I will
raise up adversity against you from your own
house; and I will take your wives before your
eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he
shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun.
{12} 'For you did it secretly, but I will do this
thing before all Israel, before the sun.'" 


{13} So David said to Nathan, "I have
sinned against the LORD." 


And Nathan said to David, "The LORD
also has put away your sin; you shall not die.
{14} "However, because by this deed you have
given great occasion to the enemies of the
LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is born
to you shall surely die." 


{15} Then Nathan departed to his house.
And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife
bore to David, and it became ill. {16} David
therefore pleaded with God for the child, and
David fasted and went in and lay all night on
the ground. {17} So the elders of his house
arose and went to him, to raise him up from
the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat
food with them. 


{18} Then on the seventh day it came to
pass that the child died. And the servants of
David were afraid to tell him that the child was
dead. For they said, "Indeed, while the child
was alive, we spoke to him, and he would not
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heed our voice. How can we tell him that the
child is dead? He may do some harm!" 


{19} When David saw that his servants
were whispering, David perceived that the
child was dead. Therefore David said to his
servants, "Is the child dead?" 


And they said, "He is dead." 
{20} So David arose from the ground,


washed and anointed himself, and changed
his clothes; and he went into the house of the
LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own
house; and when he requested, they set food
before him, and he ate. 


{21} Then his servants said to him, "What
is this that you have done? You fasted and


wept for the child while he was alive, but when
the child died, you arose and ate food." 


{22} And he said, "While the child was
alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, 'Who can tell
whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that
the child may live?' {23} "But now he is dead;
why should I fast? Can I bring him back again?
I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." 


{24} Then David comforted Bathsheba
his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So
she bore a son, and he called his name
Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, {25} and
He sent word by the hand of Nathan the
prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah,
because of the LORD.


Outer Aim - Nathan led David to repent of his sin.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions.


1. Who did David see while walking on his roof?


2. What was David’s sin?


3. What did David do to Uriah?


4. Why was this a sin?


5. Why did God send Nathan to David?


6. What did David say after he heard the story about the rich man and the poor man?


7. What did David say after he heard he was the rich man?


8. What did Nathan tell David?


9. What happened to David’s son?


10. What reason did David give for not being sad?


11. How did the Lord bless David and Bathsheba?
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss these questions.


1. Think of a time when you did something wrong and you were punished for it. Why do
your parents discipline you when you do bad things?


2. How can we follow David’s example when we sin?


3. Who had forgiven David’s sins as well as our own?  How did He forgive those sins?


4. Did we do anything to deserve the salvation Jesus won for us? Why did He do this for
us?


Your Turn - Fill in the blanks then find the answers in the WORD SEARCH.


1. ___________________ was the king of Israel.


2. He committed _________________ with Bathsheba.


3. Breaking any of God’s commandments is a __________.


4. _____________ died to take away all of our sins.


5. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God will ______________ all of our sins.


6. ____________ was the commander of the army.


7. God sent Nathan to David so that David would confess his sin and _____________.
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Inner Aim - God leads His children to repentance through His Word.


Passages


Romans 6:23  - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


Romans 5:20  - But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,


John 1:29 - "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would afterward receive as an inheritance.  


And he went out.”
Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1-4


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.


Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.


Make me to walk in Thy commands
‘Tis a delightful road
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.


Prayer


Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
Follow His example pure,
Flee the world, which would deceive us 
And to sin our souls allure.
Ever in His foot-steps treading.
Body here, yet soul above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.  
Faithful Lord, abide with me;
Savior, lead, I follow Thee.  TLH 409 vs. 1
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David & Bathsheba
2 Samuel 11:1 - 12:25


 


Do you recall any Bible stories where a friend or stranger 
brought someone to repentance?


Today we will hear of the Prophet Nathan and King
David.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Help us to listen to Your Word today so that we learn of
sin and repentance. Your Word shows us our sin and
also shows us our Savior, Jesus Christ. Be with us as we
study. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


The Story


It happened in the spring of the year, at
the time when kings go out to battle, that
David sent Joab and his servants with him,
and all Israel; and they destroyed the people
of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David
remained at Jerusalem. 


{2} Then it happened one evening that
David arose from his bed and walked on the
roof of the king's house. And from the roof he
saw a woman bathing, and the woman was
very beautiful to behold. {3} So David sent
and inquired about the woman. And
someone said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite?" {4} Then David sent messengers, and
took her; and she came to him, and he lay
with her, for she was cleansed from her
impurity; and she returned to her house. {5}
And the woman conceived; so she sent and
told David, and said, "I am with child." 


{6} Then David sent to Joab, saying,
"Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab sent


Uriah to David. {7} When Uriah had
come to him, David asked how Joab
was doing, and how the people were
doing, and how the war prospered. {8}
And David said to Uriah, "Go down to
your house and wash your feet." So
Uriah departed from the king's house,
and a gift of food from the king
followed him. {9} But Uriah slept at the
door of the king's house with all the
servants of his lord, and did not go
down to his house. 


{10} So when they told David,
saying, "Uriah did not go down to his
house," David said to Uriah, "Did you not
come from a journey? Why did you not
go down to your house?" 


{11} And Uriah said to David, "The
ark and Israel and Judah are dwelling in
tents, and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are encamped in
the open fields. Shall I then go to my


Nathan said to  David, “You are the man!”
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house to eat and drink, and to lie with my
wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will
not do this thing." 


{12} Then David said to Uriah, "Wait here
today also, and tomorrow I will let you
depart." So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that
day and the next. {13} Now when David
called him, he ate and drank before him; and
he made him drunk. And at evening he went
out to lie on his bed with the servants of his
lord, but he did not go down to his house. 


{14} In the morning it happened that
David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the
hand of Uriah. {15} And he wrote in the letter,
saying, "Set Uriah in the forefront of the hottest
battle, and retreat from him, that he may be
struck down and die." 


{16} So it was, while Joab besieged the
city, that he assigned Uriah to a place where
he knew there were valiant men. {17} Then the
men of the city came out and fought with
Joab. And some of the people of the servants
of David fell; and Uriah the Hittite died also. 


{22} So the messenger went, and came
and told David all that Joab had sent by him.
{23} And the messenger said to David, "Surely
the men prevailed against us and came out
to us in the field; then we drove them back as
far as the entrance of the gate. {24} "The
archers shot from the wall at your servants;
and some of the king's servants are dead, and
your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also." 


{25} Then David said to the messenger,
"Thus you shall say to Joab: 'Do not let this
thing displease you, for the sword devours one
as well as another. Strengthen your attack
against the city, and overthrow it.' So
encourage him." 


{26} When the wife of Uriah heard that
Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for
her husband. {27} And when her mourning
was over, David sent and brought her to his
house, and she became his wife and bore him
a son. But the thing that David had done
displeased the LORD.


{1}Then the LORD sent Nathan to David.
And he came to him, and said to him: "There


were two men in one city, one rich and
the other poor. {2} "The rich man had
exceedingly many flocks and herds. {3}
"But the poor man had nothing, except
one little ewe lamb which he had
bought and nourished; and it grew up
together with him and with his children.
It ate of his own food and drank from his
own cup and lay in his bosom; and it
was like a daughter to him. 


{4} "And a traveler came to the
rich man, who refused to take from his
own flock and from his own herd to
prepare one for the wayfaring man
who had come to him; but he took the
poor man's lamb and prepared it for
the man who had come to him." 


{5} So David's anger was greatly
aroused against the man, and he said
to Nathan, "As the LORD lives, the man
who has done this shall surely die! {6}
"And he shall restore fourfold for the
lamb, because he did this thing and
because he had no pity." 


{7} Then Nathan said to David,
"You are the man! Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: 'I anointed you king over
Israel, and I delivered you from the
hand of Saul. {8} 'I gave you your
master's house and your master's wives
into your keeping, and gave you the
house of Israel and Judah. And if that
had been too little, I also would have
given you much more! {9} 'Why have
you despised the commandment of the
LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword;
you have taken his wife to be your wife,
and have killed him with the sword of
the people of Ammon. {10} 'Now
therefore, the sword shall never depart
from your house, because you have
despised Me, and have taken the wife
of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 


{11} "Thus says the LORD: 'Behold, I
will raise up adversity against you from
your own house; and I will take your
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wives before your eyes and give them to your
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in
the sight of this sun. {12} 'For you did it secretly,
but I will do this thing before all Israel, before
the sun.'" 


{13} So David said to Nathan, "I have
sinned against the LORD." 


And Nathan said to David, "The LORD
also has put away your sin; you shall not die.
{14} "However, because by this deed you
have given great occasion to the enemies of
the LORD to blaspheme, the child also who is
born to you shall surely die." 


{15} Then Nathan departed to his house.
And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife
bore to David, and it became ill. {16} David
therefore pleaded with God for the child, and
David fasted and went in and lay all night on
the ground. {17} So the elders of his house
arose and went to him, to raise him up from
the ground. But he would not, nor did he eat
food with them. 


{18} Then on the seventh day it came to
pass that the child died. And the servants of
David were afraid to tell him that the child
was dead. For they said, "Indeed, while the
child was alive, we spoke to him, and he
would not heed our voice. How can we tell
him that the child is dead? He may do some
harm!" 


{19} When David saw that his
servants were whispering, David
perceived that the child was dead.
Therefore David said to his servants, "Is
the child dead?"  And they said, "He is
dead." {20} So David arose from the
ground, washed and anointed himself,
and changed his clothes; and he went
into the house of the LORD and
worshiped. Then he went to his own
house; and when he requested, they
set food before him, and he ate. 


{21} Then his servants said to him,
"What is this that you have done? You
fasted and wept for the child while he
was alive, but when the child died, you
arose and ate food." 


{22} And he said, "While the child
was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said,
'Who can tell whether the LORD will be
gracious to me, that the child may live?'
{23} "But now he is dead; why should I
fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall
go to him, but he shall not return to me." 


{24} Then David comforted
Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her
and lay with her. So she bore a son, and
he called his name Solomon. Now the
LORD loved him, {25} and He sent word
by the hand of Nathan the prophet: So
he called his name Jedidiah, because
of the LORD.


Outer Aim - Nathan led David to repent of his sin.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions.


1. Whom did David see while walking on his roof?


2. What was David’s sin?
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3. What did David do to Uriah?


4. Why was this a sin?


5. Why did God send Nathan to David?


6. What did David say after he heard the story about the rich man and the poor man?


7. What did David say after he heard he was the rich man?


8. What did Nathan tell David?


9. What happened to David’s son?


10. What reason did David give for not being sad?


11. How did the Lord bless David and Bathsheba?


Inner Aim - God leads His children to repentance through His Word.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss these questions.


1. Think of a time when you did something wrong and you were punished for it. Why do
your parents discipline you when you do bad things?


2. How can we follow David’s example when we sin?


3. Who had forgiven David’s sins as well as our own?  How did He forgive those sins?


4. Did we do anything to deserve the salvation Jesus won for us? Why did He do this for
us?


Your Turn - Fill in the blanks then find the answers in the WORD SEARCH.


1. ___________________ was the king
of Israel.


2. He committed _________________
with Bathsheba.


3. Breaking any of God’s
commandments is a __________.


4. _____________ died to take away
all of our sins.


5. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God will ______________ all of our sins.


6. ____________ was the commander of the army.


7. God sent Nathan to David so that David would confess his sin and _____________.
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Passages - Read and discuss these passages.


Romans 6:23  - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.


Romans 5:20  - But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more,
John 1:29 - "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which
he would afterward receive as an inheritance.  


And he went out.”


1 John 2:1-2 - And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the


whole world.


Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1-4


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Order my footsteps by Thy Word
And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.


Assist my soul, too apt to stray,
A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way,
Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.


Make me to walk in Thy commands
‘Tis a delightful road
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.


Prayer


Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
Follow His example pure,
Flee the world, which would deceive us 
And to sin our souls allure.
Ever in His foot-steps treading.
Body here, yet soul above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.  
Faithful Lord, abide with me;
Savior, lead, I follow Thee.  TLH 409 vs. 1
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David and Bathsheba - II Samuel 11:1-12:25


TEACHER PRAYER
O dearest Jesus, we daily sin much in thought, word, and deed. We so desperately need You for a
Savior. You lived that perfect life which we could never live, keeping the commandments perfectly.
You also suffered and died for all the sins of all mankind. Forgive our sins, O Savior, and help us to
ever amend our sinful lives according to Your holy Word. Amen.


VOCABULARY


OUTER AIM
David’s fall into sin and his repentance


INNER AIM
The snowball effect of sin


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht, Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 311-315)
David was a mighty king for Israel. The Lord was with him and blessed him richly. One neighboring
enemy after another was defeated and subdued by David and his army. Israel had become a great
nation, richly blessed by the Lord. Not only was David concerned about the temporal welfare of his
people but the spiritual as well. To this end, inspired by the Holy Spirit, David wrote many a psalm.
In those beautiful psalms we find prayers, hymns, and prophecies. David, indeed, was a great king, a
man of great faith; but he was not without sin. The devil led David into temptation, and he committed
two terrible sins-adultery and murder.


Chapter 11 - David’s Fall
vs. 1 Usually the king personally led his army into battle. On this occasion, David didn’t. The
Ammonites were descendants of Lot. Rabbah was their capital.


vs. 2 It was a flat roof.


vs. 3 Uriah was one of David’s commanders in his army.


vs. 4 David commited adultery.


vs. 6 Uriah was called back from the battle.


vs. 8-9 David attempted to cover up his sin with Bathsheba by having Uriah return home for a few
days so he could spend time with Bathsheba and Uriah might think the baby was his. The plan didn’t
work; Uriah didn’t go home to Bathsheba.


vs. 12-13 David again attempted to cover up his sin by getting Uriah drunk and hoping he would go
home to Bathsheba. This plan, too, didn’t work.


vs. 15-17 David’s third attempt to cover his sin was to have Uriah killed in battle.


vs. 18 Joab, David’s commander-in-chief, shared in David’s sin.
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vs. 25 David was very cold about his sin and its seriousness. He pretended it never happened. He hoped
all would view it simply as an act of war.


vs. 26-27 Bathsheba was not innocent in this case either. She was an active partner in the seduction and
the adultery. David thought no one knew about his sins, but the Lord knew.


Chapter 12 - David’s Repentance
vs. 1-9 Nathan the prophet confronts David with his sin. He tells a little parable to get David’s attention.
David was the rich man in the parable; Uriah was the poor man.


vs. 10-12 The Lord’s prophet reveals the consequences of David’s grievous sins. There was to be
fighting and killing and turmoil within David’s house as long as he reigned as king.


vs. 13-14 David confesses his great sins, and Nathan immediately assures him of God’s forgiveness. The
prophet also reveals that David’s son with Bathsheba would die.


vs. 23b David’s faith in the resurrection of the dead and the life everlasting is clearly revealed.


vs. 24 The name Solomon means “peaceful.”


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, heavenly Father, we must confess our many, many sins. We so often do what we shouldn’t,
and we so often don’t do what we should. We daily sin much in thought, word, and deed. We deserve
only Your wrath and punishment. O Lord, forgive our many sins and help us live our lives unto You.
For Jesus’ sake. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Point out that David was a great king. He did many good things for Israel. Scripture describes him as “a
man after God’s own heart.” He was very concerned about both the temporal and spiritual welfare of his
people. He was also blessed with the gift of spirtual song and prophecy. He was inspired by the holy
Spirit to write and record many hymns and prayers in the Book of Psalms.


David, however, was not beyond temptation and sin. The devil succeeded in leading him into two
grievous sins-adultery and murder. By God’s grace, he was later brought to repentance and restored to
God’s family. Some of his greatest psalms reflect his experiences.


APPLICATIONS
None of us is immune to temptation. If great men of faith like David succumbed, so can we. It’s
important that our sins, no matter how great, can be forgiven. “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
cleanses us from all sin.”


This lesson demonstrates how one sin can lead to another. We can clearly see in this lesson the snowball
effect of sin.
This lesson also reveals that “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.”


Finally, we can see that even though our sins can be forgiven, they often carry with them certain
consequences.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Isaiah 1:18 - Come now, and let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.


John 1:29 - Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!


Romans 3:23-24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.


Romans 5:20 - But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.


Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Romans 8:1 - There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”


Ephesians 1:7 - In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace.


I Timothy 2:4 - God our Savior desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.


I Peter 1:5 - You are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last
time.


I Peter 5:8-9 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith.


II Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.


I John 2:1-2 - If anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He
Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.


Middle any of the above and...


Upper any of the above and...


HYMN CHOICES
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” (TLH #324:1)
“Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me” (TLH #376)
“Lord, We Confess Our Numerous Faults” (TLH #382)
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (TLH #388)
“Blessed Are The Sons Of God” (TLH #391)
“Renew Me, O Eternal Light” (TLH #398)
“Oh, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways” (TLH #416)
“Rise, My Soul, To Watch And Pray” (TLH #446)
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