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STORY 8/23/06


The Last Days of Moses – Numbers 20:1-13, 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 6-8, 18:15-18, 31-34


TEACHER PRAYER
Thank You Lord for giving me the privilege of sharing Your Word with the children entrusted
into my care in this class.  I pray that You will give me Your Spirit and that Your loving will for
us all will be clearly presented.  I pray that through Your Word You will enter the hearts of these
Your children by Your Spirit.  Pour Your grace upon them that their relationship with You will
grow ever stronger.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior I pray. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Mount Abarim (Numbers 27:12) -  "A mountain east of Jordan.  Nebo, Peor, and Pisgah belong to
this range."  (Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, p. 226)


Urim and Thummim (Numbers 27:21, Deuteronomy 33:8) - "Beneath the breastplate - in order
that it might be on the high priest's heart when he 'went in before the Lord' - was the Urim and
Thummim ('lights and perfections'), the crowning glory of the Levite tribe, but nowhere described
in Scripture.  With the Urim and Thummim the will of the Lord concerning judicial matters was
learned, not only in the Sanctuary of where the Ark of the Covenant was, but in any place,
provided the authorized priest with the ephod was present."  (Rupprecht Bible History References
Vol. 1, p. 202)


OUTER AIM
Moses prepares God's people for his death.


INNER AIM
God's blessing on His people continues as they are prepared to enter the promised land.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp. 226-230)
The 120 years of the life of Moses can be neatly divided into three equal sections.  The first 40
years were spent in Egypt.  The second 40 years were spent in Midian.  The final 40 years were
spent leading the people of Israel in the desert toward the land of promise.


Numbers 20:1-13
Because of a particular sin God forbad Moses "to bring this congregation into the land which I
have given them."  (vs. 12b)  The sin of Moses was the sin of unbelief. 


(vs. 12a)  This apparently resulted in anger and possibly pride.  (vs. 10-11)  God's instructions
were very simple and complete. 
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(vs. 8)  Nevertheless Moses angrily upraided the people and seemed to adopt a rather prideful attitude.
Secondly, he apparently adopted a mode of operation different from what the Lord had instructed. God had
said, "Speak to the rock."  Moses rather "struck the rock twice with his rod."


 Numbers 27:12-23
Joshua is commissioned to assume the responsibilities of Moses as God commanded.


Deuteronomy 6-8
The book of Deuteronomy consists of a series of farewell messages by Moses, the 120-year-old whom God
appointed leader of Israel.  He addressed the generation of Israel who would soon be faced with the trials of entering
the Promised Land.


These three chapters make three primary points:   1) teach the Word,  2) possess the promised land,  3)
remember the LORD your God


Deuteronomy 18:15-18
These words of Moses point to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ, who would be the Prophet of prophets. (cf.
John 1:19-21; 5:46; 6:14, Matthew 17:5, Acts 3:19-26; 7:37)


Deuteronomy 30-34
In his final words, Moses predicts what will befall Israel in the days ahead. He rehearses the blessings which
God will pour out upon Israel.  He also shows the judgments that will be their lot because of their unbelief and
perverse ways.


God buries Moses in an unknown place.  This may have been done to prevent undue reverence to the past or
even possible idolatry.


Though Moses was permitted to see the land of promise only at a distance before his death, he did return to this
home for God's people when he appeared with the Christ on the Mount of transfiguration. (Matthew 17:3)


Some of the significant verses in this section: 30:11-20, 31:6, 12, 16-17; 32:1-7, 43, 48-52; 34:5-12).


STUDENT PRAYER
We thank you Lord for the many servants that You call to serve You in the labors of Your kingdom.  We thank
You for pastors, teachers, parents, relatives and Christian friends who guide us according to Your Word of
truth.  Give us , we pray, ready hearts to hear Your servants as they teach us Your Word.  May we be lead to
respond with willing and thankful hearts.  In our Savior's name we pray.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
An entire generation of Israel died in the wilderness.  A new generation took its place.  This was the generation
which Moses was now preparing it for entrance into the Promised Land.  Was this generation better equipped to
handle the adversity that stood before them?  The challenge was to occupy the populated land of Canaan which
the Lord gave to them.  On one hand, the answer is, yes.  They had been trained in the adversity of the
wilderness.  On the other hand, they too were sinful as are all of mankind. Their complaints at Meribah resulted
in Moses loosing his patience and sinning against God.  As a result God did not permit Moses to enter into the
Promised Land.  
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Moses at no time debated the matter with the LORD but fully accepted God's righteous judgment and the
punishment.  Under God's direction he appointed Joshua his successor and commissioned him to complete the
work which he had begun, namely, to lead the children of Israel into the land of Canaan and divide it among the
tribes of Israel.  With deep devotion to His Lord and concern for God's people, he gathered all the
representatives of the people and repeated the Words of God so that this new generation of Israel might know
the will of God clearly and simply.  He reminded them of the many blessings of God and showed them that they
could best manifest their gratitude by walking in the Words of their God.


Furthermore, he admonished them to destroy completely all the inhabitants living in the land of Canaan, lest
they lead the people of Israel to worship idols. The final words of Moses might be summarized in such words as
these: "I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may love the LORD
your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of
your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your father, to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, to give them." (Deuteronomy 30:19-20)


Finally, in the presence of all the people, he ascended Mount Nebo.  At that time he was 120 years old, and
during the last 40 years of his life he had endured many hardships; yet his eyes were not dim, nor was his
strength abated.  God had wonderfully preserved him.  With a lively step he walked up the mountain side until
he reached its summit.  There God showed him the whole land of Canaan. How delighted Moses must have
been to see that beautiful country which stretched before him.  There he died and we are told that the LORD
"buried him in a valley in the land of Moab...but no one knows his grave to this day." (Deuteronomy 34:6)


APPLICATIONS
Down through the generations God has used many people, sinful though they were, to accomplish His divine
purposes.  As revealed in the Bible, God’s will was always that mankind would be redeemed and saved from
sin.  Through the sinful world, Satan and the sinful ways of mankind continually challenged and obstructed the
will of God, yet, God's will is always done.  Thank God that this is so!  The central point of salvation in the
Messiah overshadows every other consideration.  Praise the Lord!


When the Lord instructs us to do a thing in His Word, we do not have the right to change His words, add
something to them or interpret them according to the ways of our sinful flesh or of the world around us.  God
brought water out of the rock at Meribah even though Moses put his own spin on the event. Moses permitted his
sinful flesh to dictate how he carried out God's instructions rather than abide by the simple words of God.  This
is done constantly in the world around us today both in the unbelieving world and sometimes in the Christian
Church at large.  We must take care not to be influenced by advice and judgments which are contrary to the
Word and will of God. 


We should thank God for people that He has used and continues to use today to lead and guide His people in
His ways.  Discuss the teaching and pastoral ministry and the privilege to serve God in these special ways. 
Discuss the priesthood of all believers and how we all have the privilege and responsibility, as children of God,
to share God's blessings of salvation in Christ Jesus with everyone.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 143:10 - Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is good.  Lead me in the land of
uprightness.


Middle any of the above and...
Romans 12:2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.


1 John 2:15-16 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.


Galatians 5:17 - For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.


Upper any of the above and...


1 Timothy 3:1 - This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he desires a good work.
(bishop - literally a spiritual overseer)


2 Timothy 4:2 - Preach the word!  Be ready in season and out of season; convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching.


Hebrews 13:20-21 - "Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every good work to
do His will, working in you what is wellpleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen


HYMN CHOICES
"What God Ordains Is Always Good" (TLH #521)
"I Leave All Things To God's Direction" (TLH #529)
"Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing" (TLH #535)
"With the Lord Begin Thy Task" (TLH #540)
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The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13, 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 6-8, 18:15-18, 31-34
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The Story


We have seen in the last stories
how God took care of His chosen
people as they journeyed to the
promised land.  He also did many
miracles through His servant Moses. 


Moses was a great leader and
trusted God to help him, but there
were times when his faith was weak. 
At one time the Children of Israel
camped at a place where there was
no water.  God told Moses to strike a
large rock with his rod and water came
gushing out of it.  Then many years
later they needed water again and
complained to Moses.  This time God
told Moses and Aaron to speak to the
rock and water would come out of it. 
But Moses disobeyed God and hit the
rock with his rod instead of speaking to
it.  Then God told Moses and Aaron
that they would not be able to enter
the promised land because they had
disobeyed Him in front of the people. 


Moses asked God to appoint a
new leader.  God chose Joshua to
lead the people into the promised
land.


Moses was now 120 years old.  He
knew that he would soon die, so he
called the people together.  He
reminded them of how God had taken
care of them on their long journey to
the promised land.  He also told them
again that the Savior would come as
God had promised.  By believing in the
promised Savior, they would some day
enter the Promised Land of Heaven. 


He reminded them that as God’s
people they should obey His
commandments and live as His
children.  Finally Moses told the
people that they should not be
afraid to conquer the land of
Canaan because God would be
with them.


The Lord told Moses to go to
the top of Mt. Nebo, and He would
show him the land that He had
promised Abraham and all his
descendants.   The Children of Israel
were very sad as they watched
their beloved leader climb the
mountain where he would die.  


After God showed Moses the
beautiful land of Canaan, Moses
died.  God Himself buried Moses.  No
one knows where he was buried.  


Many years later Moses
returned to this earth one more time. 
When Jesus took His disciples to a
mountain to show them His glory
before He died on the cross, Moses
appeared on that mountain with
the prophet Elijah.


Through the story of Moses we
can see how God takes care of His
servants and uses them to
accomplish His work.   We can also
learn how important it is not to
change what God tells us to do in
His Word.  We pray that God would
use us to do His work and that He
would teach us to obey Him in all
that we do.
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Moses prepared God’s people for his death.


Activity One - Connect the dots to see where God showed Moses the
promised land.  Then draw a picture on the back of this paper of what you think
Moses saw from the top of Mt. Nebo.


6.
7.


5.


  4. 8.


  3. 9.


2.


1.  10.


God wants us to prepare for our death.
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Activity Two - Place an X  before each of the sentences that are true.


_____ Moses was too old to enter the promised land.


_____ Moses disobeyed God by hitting the rock instead of speaking to it.


_____ Joshua became the new leader.


_____ Moses told the people to forget about God.


_____ God showed Moses the promised land from Mt.  Nebo.


_____ Moses believed in the promise of the Savior.


_____ The people were happy when Moses died.


Passage
Luke 11:28 - “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!“


Hymn - TLH 410 v. 1


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand to our fatherland.


Whom are we asking to lead us in this life?


Where is our “fatherland”?


Prayer
Heavenly Father, teach us to trust You in everything we do.  Many times


we want to do things our own way instead of Your way.  Forgive us for not
always listening to what You tell us to do in Your Word.  Thank you for giving us
pastors and teachers to be our leaders and to teach us about Jesus our
Savior.  In His name we pray.  Amen.
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The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13, 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 6-8, 18:15-18, 31-34
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The Story
We have seen in the last stories how


God took care of His chosen people as
they journeyed to the promised land.  He
also did many miracles through His servant
Moses. 


Moses was a great leader and
trusted God to help him, but there were
times when his faith was weak.  At one
time the Children of Israel camped at a
place where there was no water.  God
told Moses to strike a large rock with his
rod and water came gushing out of it. 
Then many years later they needed water
again and complained to Moses.  This time
God told Moses and Aaron to speak to the
rock and water would come out of it.  But
Moses disobeyed God and hit the rock
with his rod instead of speaking to it.  Then
God told Moses and Aaron that they
would not be able to enter the promised
land because they had disobeyed Him in
front of all the people. 


Moses asked God to appoint a new
leader.  God chose Joshua to lead the
people into the promised land.


Moses lived for 120 years.  For the first
40 years, he had been a prince in Egypt. 
He spent the next 40 years of his life
tending sheep in the land of Midian  near
Mount Sinai.  During the last 40 years of his
life, he was the leader of the Children of
Israel as they wandered in the wilderness.


Near the end of his life, Moses knew
that he would soon die, so he called the
people together.  He reminded them of
how God had taken care of them on their
long journey to the promised land.  He also
told them again that the Savior would


come as God had promised.  By
believing in the promised Savior, they
would someday enter the Promised
Land of Heaven.  He reminded them
that as God’s people they should obey
His Commandments and live as His
children.  Finally, Moses told the people
that they should not be afraid to
conquer the land of Canaan because
God would be with them.


The Lord told Moses to go to the
top of Mount Nebo, and He would
show him the land that He had
promised Abraham and all his
descendants.   The Children of Israel
were very sad as they watched their
beloved leader climb the mountain
where he would die.  


After God showed Moses the
beautiful land of Canaan, Moses died. 
God Himself buried Moses.  No one
knows where he was buried.  


Many years later, Moses returned
to this earth one more time.  When
Jesus took His disciples to a mountain to
show them His glory before He died on
the cross, Moses appeared on that
mountain with the prophet Elijah.


Through the story of Moses, we
can see how God takes care of His
servants and uses them to accomplish
His work.   We can also learn how
important it is not to change what God
tells us to do in His Word.  We pray that
God would use us to do His work and
that He would teach us to obey Him in
all that we do.


Moses prepared God’s people for his death.
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Activity One - Choose the correct ending for each sentence by placing and X in the
blank.


1.  Moses could not enter Canaan 


a. ____ because at one time he had
disobeyed God.


b. ____ because it was too dangerous
in Canaan.


c. ____ because he was too old.


2.  God chose a new leader whose
name was


a. ____ Eleazar


b. ____ Aaron


c. ____ Joshua


3.  God told Moses to go to the top of 


a. ____ Mt. Sinai


b. ____ Mt. Nebo


c. ____ Mt. Horeb


4.  God showed Moses the land of


a. ____ Canaan


b. ____ Goshen


c. ____ Egypt


5.  Moses told the people to 


a. ____ go back to Egypt


b. ____ trust in the Lord


c. ____ mourn for him


God wants us to prepare for our death.


Activity Two - Place an X before all the statements that are true.


_____ Moses spent the first 40 years of his life in Canaan.


_____ God did many miracles through Moses.


_____ God loved Moses even though Moses disobeyed Him.
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_____ Moses told the people that a Savior would come.


_____ Joshua buried Moses on Mt. Nebo.


_____ Moses appeared to Jesus’ disciples many years later.
 
_____ God wants His children to obey His Word.


Passages


Luke 11:28b - Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it. 


Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength.


Hymn - TLH 410 v. 1, 4


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand to our


fatherland.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won.
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand in our fatherland.


Whom are we asking to lead us in this life?
When will “our rest be won”?  
Where is our “fatherland”?


Prayer
Heavenly Father,
Teach us to trust You in everything we do.  Many times we want to do things our
own way instead of Your way.  Forgive us for not always listening to what You
tell us to do in Your Word.  Thank you for giving us pastors and teachers to be
our leaders and to teach us about Jesus our Savior.  In His name we pray. 
Amen.
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The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13, 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 6-8, 18:15-18, 31-34


 


We have learned how Moses spent 40 days on
Mt. Sinai when God gave him the Ten
Commandments.  Forty years later, when Moses’ life
was almost over, God took him to the top of another
mountain.  In our story today we will hear about what
God did for Moses on top of Mt. Nebo.  We will also
look ahead to another time, hundreds of years later
when Moses was on a mountain with Jesus. 


Prayer


Dear Lord, help us to learn more about You and
Your will for us through our study of Your servant
Moses. Teach us the importance of listening to Your
Word and living according to it. Bless our study and increase our faith and trust in You. Amen.


The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13; 27:12-23   Deuteronomy 6 - 8; 18:15-18; 30-34 


After 40 years of wandering in the desert,
the Children of Israel came to the east side of the
Jordan River.  The land of Canaan lay on the other
side of the Jordan River.   God’s servant Moses
had led the people out of Egypt to the border of
the promised land; however, he would not be
able to enter Canaan with them.  Earlier, Moses
had disobeyed God’s command when God told
him to speak to the rock in order to get water for
the people. 


(Numbers 20:7-12)  Then the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying, {8} "Take the rod; you and your
brother Aaron gather the congregation together.
Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will
yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them
out of the rock, and give drink to the
congregation and their animals." 


{9} So Moses took the rod from before the
LORD as He commanded him. {10} And Moses
and Aaron gathered the assembly together


before the rock; and he said to them, "Hear
now, you rebels! Must we bring water for
you out of this rock?" {11} Then Moses lifted
his hand and struck the rock twice with his
rod; and water came out abundantly, and
the congregation and their animals drank. 


{12} Then the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron, "Because you did not believe
Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children
of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this
assembly into the land which I have given
them."


At this time Moses was 120 years old. 
For the first 40 years of his life, he had been
a prince in Egypt.  He spent the next 40
years of his life tending sheep in the land of
Midian  near Mt. Sinai.  During the last 40
years of his life, he was the leader of the
Children of Israel as they journeyed to the
promised land.
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Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible
as God gave him the words to write.  In the book
of Genesis he told of how God created the world
and took care of His people until they were
delivered from the bondage of Egypt.  Then Moses
recorded the journey of the Israelites from Egypt to
Mt. Sinai in the book of Exodus.  After God gave
Moses the Ten Commandments, he recorded all
of God’s laws and instructions for His chosen
people in the book of Leviticus.  In Numbers,
Moses recorded the 40 years of wandering from
Mt. Sinai to the borders of Canaan.  


Now Moses knew that he would soon die,
so he called the people together.  His farewell
address is recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. 
Moses reminded the people of how God had
taken care of them on their long journey to the
promised land. 


(Deuteronomy 7:6)  "For you are a holy
people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God
has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a
special treasure above all the peoples on the
face of the earth.  


(Deuteronomy 8:2)  "And you shall
remember that the LORD your God led you all the
way these forty years in the wilderness, to humble
you and test you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or
not.


He also told them again that the Savior
would come as God had promised.  Through Him
they would someday enter the Promised Land of
Heaven.  


(Deuteronomy 18:15)  "The LORD your God
will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your
midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.”


He reminded them that as God’s people
they should obey His commandments and live as
His children.


(Deuteronomy 6:5-9)  "You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength. {6} "And these
words which I command you today shall be in


your heart. {7} "You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, when you
walk by the way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up. {8} "You shall bind them
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. {9} "You shall
write them on the doorposts of your house
and on your gates.


Finally Moses told the people that
they should not be afraid to conquer the
land of Canaan because God would be
with them.


(Deuteronomy 31:6)  "Be strong and
of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid
of them; for the LORD your God, He is the
One who goes with you. He will not leave
you nor forsake you."


The Lord told Moses to go to the top
of Mt. Nebo, and He would show him the
land that He had promised Abraham and
all his descendants.   The Children of Israel
were very sad as they watched their
beloved leader climb the mountain where
he would die.  


After God showed Moses the
beautiful land of Canaan, Moses died. 
God Himself buried Moses.  No one knows
where he was buried.  


Many years later Moses returned to
this earth one more time.  When Jesus took
His disciples to a mountain to show them His
glory before He died on the cross, Moses
appeared on that mountain with the
prophet Elijah.


Through the story of Moses we can
see how God takes care of His servants and
uses them to accomplish His work.   We can
also learn how important it is not to change
what God tells us to do in His Word.  We
pray that God would use us to do His work
and that He would teach us to obey Him in
all that we do.


Outer Aim - Moses prepared God’s people for his death.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why do you think Moses hit the rock instead of speaking to it?


2. Why is it important for us to never make changes in what God says in His Word?


3. How is Moses an example for us both in what we should do and in what we should not
do?


4. Was Moses more concerned about himself or about the Children of Israel when he
knew he wouldn’t be entering the Promised Land with them?  How do you know this?


5. Compare our journey through life to the Israelite’s journey through the wilderness.
a) Who led the Children of Israel?


b) Who leads us?


a) What dangers did the Children of Israel face?


b) What dangers do we face?


a) Where did the journey end for the Children of Israel?


b) Where will our journey through life end?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use your Bible for the following.


Numbers 27:12 - 21 
What did the Lord tell Moses to do? (vs.12)
  
What did God say would happen? (vs.13)


Why did it have to be this way? (vs.14)


What did Moses want the Lord to do? (vs.15 -17)


What did the Lord instruct Moses to do? (vs.18-21)


Deuteronomy 34
Where did Moses go? (vs.1)


What did the Lord show him? (vs.1-3)


To whom had the Lord promised this land? (vs.4) 
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What happened to Moses? (vs.5)


Who buried him? (vs.6)


How is Moses described physically? (vs.7)


How is he described as a prophet? (vs.10-12)


Passages


Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and


with all your strength.


Psalm 143:10 - Teach me to do Your will, for You
are my God; Your Spirit is good.  Lead me in the


land of uprightness.


Revelation 14:13 - Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now
on.  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they
may rest from their labors, and their


works follow them.


Inner Aim - God wants us to prepare for our death.


Hymn -  TLH 410


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand to our fatherland.


If the way be drear, if the Foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many a woe to our home we go.


When we seek relief from a long-felt grief;
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring;
Show us that bright shore where we weep no more.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won.
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand in our fatherland.


Whom are we asking to lead us in this life?
When will “our rest be won”?  
Where is our “fatherland”?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, teach us to trust You in everything we do.  Many times we want to do
things our own way instead of Your way.  Forgive us for not always listening to what You tell
us to do in Your Word.  Thank You for giving us pastors and teachers to be our leaders and to
teach us about Jesus our Savior.  In His name we pray.  Amen.
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The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13, 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 6-8, 18:15-18, 31-34


 


We have learned how Moses spent 40 days on
Mt. Sinai when God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments.  Forty years later, when Moses’ life
was almost over, God took him to the top of another
mountain.  In our story today we will hear about what
God did for Moses on top of Mt. Nebo.  We will also
look ahead to another time, hundreds of years later
when Moses was on a mountain with Jesus.


Prayer


Dear Lord, help us to learn more about You and Your will for us through our study of
Your servant Moses.  Teach us the importance of listening to Your Word and living according
to it.  Bless our study and increase our faith and trust in You.  Amen.


The Last Days of Moses
Numbers 20:1-13; 27:12-23   Deuteronomy 6 - 8; 18:15-18; 30-34 


After 40 years of wandering in the
desert, the Children of Israel came to the east
side of the Jordan River.  The land of Canaan
lay on the other side of the Jordan River.  
God’s servant Moses had led the people out
of Egypt to the border of the promised land;
however, he would not be able to enter
Canaan with them.  Earlier, Moses had
disobeyed God’s command when God told
him to speak to the rock in order to get water
for the people. 


(Numbers 20:7-12)  Then the LORD
spoke to Moses, saying, {8} "Take the rod; you
and your brother Aaron gather the
congregation together. Speak to the rock
before their eyes, and it will yield its water;
thus you shall bring water for them out of the
rock, and give drink to the congregation and
their animals." 


{9} So Moses took the rod from before


the LORD as He commanded him. {10}
And Moses and Aaron gathered the
assembly together before the rock; and
he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels!
Must we bring water for you out of this
rock?" {11} Then Moses lifted his hand
and struck the rock twice with his rod;
and water came out abundantly, and
the congregation and their animals
drank. 


{12} Then the LORD spoke to
Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of
the children of Israel, therefore you shall
not bring this assembly into the land
which I have given them."


At this time Moses was 120 years
old.  For the first 40 years of his life, he
had been a prince in Egypt.  He spent
the next 40 years of his life tending
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sheep in the land of Midian  near Mt. Sinai. 
During the last 40 years of his life, he was the
leader of the Children of Israel as they
journeyed to the promised land.


Moses wrote the first five books of the
Bible as God gave him the words to write.  In
the book of Genesis he told of how God
created the world and took care of His
people until they were delivered from the
bondage of Egypt.  Then Moses recorded the
journey of the Israelites from Egypt to Mt. Sinai
in the book of Exodus.  After God gave Moses
the Ten Commandments, he recorded all of
God’s laws and instructions for His chosen
people in the book of Leviticus.  In Numbers,
Moses recorded the 40 years of wandering
from Mt. Sinai to the borders of Canaan.  


Now Moses knew that he would soon
die, so he called the people together.  His
farewell address is recorded in the book of
Deuteronomy.  Moses reminded the people of
how God had taken care of them on their
long journey to the promised land. 


(Deuteronomy 7:6)  "For you are a holy
people to the LORD your God; the LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for
Himself, a special treasure above all the
peoples on the face of the earth.  


(Deuteronomy 8:2)  "And you shall
remember that the LORD your God led you all
the way these forty years in the wilderness, to
humble you and test you, to know what was
in your heart, whether you would keep His
commandments or not.


He also told them again that the Savior
would come as God had promised.  Through
Him they would someday enter the Promised
Land of Heaven.  


(Deuteronomy 18:15)  "The LORD your
God will raise up for you a Prophet like me
from your midst, from your brethren. Him you
shall hear.”


He reminded them that as God’s
people they should obey His commandments
and live as His children.


(Deuteronomy 6:5-9)  "You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, with all


your soul, and with all your strength. {6}
"And these words which I command
you today shall be in your heart. {7}
"You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk by
the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up. {8} "You shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. {9} "You
shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates.


Finally Moses told the people that
they should not be afraid to conquer
the land of Canaan because God
would be with them.


(Deuteronomy 31:6)  "Be strong
and of good courage, do not fear nor
be afraid of them; for the LORD your
God, He is the One who goes with you.
He will not leave you nor forsake you."


The Lord told Moses to go to the
top of Mt. Nebo, and He would show
him the land that He had promised
Abraham and all his descendants.   The
Children of Israel were very sad as they
watched their beloved leader climb the
mountain where he would die.  


After God showed Moses the
beautiful land of Canaan, Moses died. 
God Himself buried Moses.  No one
knows where he was buried.  


Many years later Moses returned
to this earth one more time.  When
Jesus took His disciples to a mountain to
show them His glory before He died on
the cross, Moses appeared on that
mountain with the prophet Elijah.


Through the story of Moses we
can see how God takes care of His
servants and uses them to accomplish
His work.   We can also learn how
important it is not to change what God
tells us to do in His Word.  We pray that
God would use us to do His work and
that He would teach us to obey Him in
all that we do.
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Outer Aim - Moses prepared God’s people for his death.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why do you think Moses hit the rock instead of speak to it?


2. Why is it important for us to never make changes in what God says in His Word?


3. How is Moses an example for us both in what we should do and in what we should not
do?


4. Was Moses more concerned about himself or about the Children of Israel when he
knew he wouldn’t be entering the Promised Land with them?  How do you know this?


5. Compare our journey through life to the Israelite’s journey through the wilderness.
a) Who led the Children of Israel?


b) Who leads us?


c) What dangers did the Children of Israel face?


d) What dangers do we face?


e) Where did the journey end for the Children of Israel?


f) Where will our journey through life end?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use your Bible for the following.


Numbers 27:12 - 21 
What did the Lord tell Moses to do? (vs.12)
  
What did God say would happen? (vs.13)


Why did it have to be this way? (vs.14)


What did Moses want the Lord to do? (vs.15 -17)


What did the Lord instruct Moses to do? (vs.18-21)
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Deuteronomy 34
Where did Moses go? (vs.1)


What did the Lord show him? (vs.1-3)


To whom had the Lord promised this land? (vs.4) 
 


What happened to Moses? (vs.5)


Who buried him? (vs.6)


How is Moses described physically? (vs.7)


How is he described as a prophet? (vs.10-12)


Passages


Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your strength.


Psalm 143:10 - Teach me to do Your will,
for You are my God; Your Spirit is good. 


Lead me in the land of uprightness.


Revelation 14:13 - Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.  “Yes,”
says the Spirit, “that they may rest from


their labors, and their works follow them.


Deuteronomy 18:15 - The Lord your God
will raise up for you a Prophet like me
from your midst, from your brethren. 


Him you shall hear.


Inner Aim - God wants us to prepare for our death.
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Hymn -  TLH #410


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand to our fatherland.


If the way be drear, if the Foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
Fro through many a woe to our home we go.


When we seek relief from a long-felt grief;
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring;
Show us that bright shore where we weep no more.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won.
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand in our fatherland.


Whom are we asking to lead us in this life?


When will “our rest be won”?  


Where is our “fatherland”?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, teach us to trust You in everything we do.  Many times we
want to do things our own way instead of Your way.  Forgive us for not always listening
to what You tell us to do in Your Word.  Thank You for giving us pastors and teachers
to be our leaders and to teach us about Jesus our Savior.  In His name we pray. 
Amen.
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Israel in the Desert
Exodus 15:22 - 17:16
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The Story


God’s people had left the land
of Egypt. God led them safely
through the Red Sea and saved
them from the army of Pharaoh.
Now God led them by a cloud
through the wilderness.


The people traveled for three
days in the hot dry desert. At last
they came to Marah. There was
water here, but it was too bitter to
drink. The people did not trust in
God to help them. They grumbled to
Moses, “What shall we drink?”


God showed Moses a tree.
Moses threw the tree into the water
and the water tasted sweet!


The next stop on the journey
had twelve wells of water and
seventy palm trees. They rested for
a month in this wonderful place.


When it was again time to
travel on, God led the people into
the Wilderness of Sin. The people
again grumbled to Moses. They said
they wished they had stayed in
Egypt where there was plenty of
food.


God supplied this need also.
That evening God sent so many
quails into the camp that it was easy
to kill them to eat. In the morning a
small round seed lay all around on
the ground. They asked, “What is
it?” (Manna) Moses said that this
was the bread that God had sent.
For five days they were to gather


just enough for each person. If
anyone gathered extra it grew
worms and smelled bad. On Friday
they were to gather twice as much,
because God would not send any
on the day of rest. The extra that
they gathered did not grow worms
or smell bad on Saturday.


As they set out again through
the wilderness, they came to
Rephidim. There was again no water
for them to drink. The people
thought they would die of thirst.
God commanded Moses to hit a
certain rock with his staff and water
poured out of it.


At Rephadim the Amalekites
attacked the Israelites. Joshua led
an army against the Amalekites
while Moses watched from a nearby
hill. As long as Moses held up his arms
in prayer to God, the Israelites were
winning the battle. After a while
Moses’ arms grew tired. When he let
them drop to his sides, the
Amalekites began to win. Moses
then sat on a rock while Aaron, his
brother, and Hur held up his hands
until sunset. With the help of God
Joshua and the Israelites won a
great victory.


God continues to provide for a
complaining people.
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Activity One - Draw or cut and glue pictures out of a magazine to show
blessings God has given us.


    JESUS’ DEATH ON THE CROSS IS OUR GREATEST BLESSING       


God continues to provide for us.
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Activity Two - Try 
any of these activities.


1. What does “bitter” taste
like? Sample some bitter
baking chocolate to
see.


2. Role play Moses holding
up his arms until they
were too tired. Then
show Aaron and Hur
holding up Moses’ arms
until the battle was over.
(rod optional)


3. Color this picture of the
Israelites gathering
manna from the ground.


Passage


Psalms 103:2 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1, 2


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Prayer
Dear Jesus,


Thank You for all the food and drink You give me every day. Thank You
also for coming to the world to save me. Keep me every day in Your care.
Amen.
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Israel in the Desert
Exodus 15:22 - 17:16
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The Story


God’s people, the Israelites, were on
their journey from Egypt to the Promised
Land. God had delivered them from
Pharaoh and his army by parting the Red
Sea and leading them through it. They
were sure God was with them! However, it
did not take long for them to doubt God’s
goodness and to forget to trust in Him.


Following the pillar of cloud, which
showed that God was with them, Moses
led the people to the Wilderness of Shur.
They traveled through the barren desert for
three days without finding any water. At
last, they came to the waters at Marah. To
their great disappointment, the water was
so bitter that they could not drink it. After
only three days, the people were
forgetting to trust in God. They began to
murmur against Moses. “What shall we
drink?” they said. Moses turned to the Lord
who was ready to help. God showed
Moses a tree. When Moses cast this tree
into the waters, they became sweet. The
need of the people was well supplied.


When the people continued their
journey, they came to a wonderful oasis
called Elim, where there were 12 wells of
water and 70 palm trees. God gave them
this pleasant place to rest for a month.


After this time of rest, the journey
went on through the Wilderness of Sin.
Instead of trusting in God, the complaints
began again. “Oh that we had died in
Egypt where we sat by the pots of meat
and ate bread until we were full. Did you
bring us out to this wilderness to die of
hunger?” they groaned.


God again patiently supplied this
need. He told Moses, “I will rain bread from
heaven.”


Moses and Aaron told the people,
“At evening you will know that the Lord has
brought you out of Egypt and in the


morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
for He hears your murmurings against Him.
God will send meat to eat in the evenings
and bread in the morning, and you shall
know that the Lord is God.”


That evening so many quails came
up and covered the camp that the people
could easily kill them for meat. The next
morning dew lay about the camp. When
the dew dried, there remained a small
round substance as fine as frost. It was like
white coriander seed and tasted like
wafers with honey. All the people asked,
“What is it?!”


Moses explained, “This is the bread
(Manna) which the Lord has given you to
eat.” Everyone was to gather one omar
(two quarts) for each person each day. If
anyone tried to save it overnight, it grew
wormy and smelled bad. On the sixth day
they were to gather twice as much, for
none would appear on the seventh day,
the day of rest. On the seventh day the
extra bread did not have worms or smell
bad.


The Israelites were commanded to
save an omar of manna in a pot as a
remembrance of God’s goodness to them.
The Lord supplied this manna for 40 years
until they entered the Promised Land.


After setting out on their journey
once more through the Wilderness of Sin,
the people arrived at Rephadim, only to
find that there was no water. Instead of
remembering how God had taken care of
their needs before, they demanded of
Moses, “Give us water to drink. Why did
you bring us up out of Egypt to kill us and
our children and livestock with thirst?”


Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I
do with this people? They are almost ready
to stone me!”
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God told Moses to lead the people
to a rock at Horeb. When Moses struck the
rock with his staff, water would come from
it. Moses obeyed the Lord and the people
had water. He called the place Massah
(temptation), and Meribah (quarrel).


While the Israelites were camped at
Rephadim, the Amalekites attacked them.
Moses told Joshua to pick some men and
lead them out to fight the Amalekites the
next day.


During the battle, Moses stood at the


top of a hill overlooking the battlefield with
his staff in his hand. As long as Moses held
up his hands in prayer, the Israelites were
winning the battle. However, when his
hands grew tired and sank down, the
Amalekites began to be stronger. Aaron
and Hur found a rock for Moses to sit upon,
and they each propped up one of his arms
until sunset. By that time, with God’s help,
Joshua and the Israelites had won a great
victory.


God continues to provide for a complaining people.


Activity One - Fill in the blanks with words from the WORD BOX.


          


1. The waters of Meribah were ___________________.


2. The Lord made the waters sweet when Moses threw in a _______________.


3. The food that God supplied for the people was ___________________ in the


morning, and _____________________ in the evening.


4. At Rephadim, the Lord made ______________________ come from a rock.


5. The Israelites were winning the battle with the Amalekites when Moses held up his
___________________.


6. The leader of the Israelite army was _________________________.


hands           bitter          tree          bread          Joshua
water          quail           Moses
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Activity Two - Use the map to do the following activities.


1. Trace the route which the Israelites traveled.
2. Draw...


< a tree in the water at Marah
< palm trees at Elim
< manna and quail in Wilderness of


Sin


< a rock with water pouring out of it at
Rephadim


< Moses with his hands held out at
Rephadim


God continues to provide for us.


Red Sea


gRed Sea Crossing
   
    WILDERNESS 
        OF SHUR


       gMarah


      g Elim


WILDERNESS
   OF SIN


gRephidim
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Activity Three - Answer the following.


How does God supply our daily needs of food, clothing and shelter?


Make a list of the blessings God has given you.


________________________________


________________________________


________________________________


_________________________________


_________________________________


_________________________________


Passages


Psalms 103:2 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1, 2


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now
present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for supplying all our needs each day. Please help me to be


thankful and to always trust in You.  Amen.
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Israel in the Desert
Exodus 15:22 - 17:16


 


Look at the picture. These men are defeating
the enemy at war. How could that happen? Do they
have special powers? Let’s read today’s lesson and
find the answers.


Prayer TLH 496 v. 3


If you cannot be a watchman,
Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,
Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties
You can do what God demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron, holding up the prophet’s hands.


The Story


God’s people, the Israelites, were
on their journey from Egypt to the
Promised Land. God had delivered
them from Pharaoh and his army by
parting the Red Sea and leading them
through it. Surely God was with them!
However, it did not take long for them
to doubt God’s goodness and to forget
to trust in Him.


Following the pillar of cloud,
which showed that God was with them,
Moses led the people to the Wilderness
of Shur. They traveled through the
barren desert for three days without
finding any water. At last they came to
the waters at Marah. To their great
disappointment the water was so bitter
that they could not drink it. After only
three days the people were forgetting
to trust in God. They began to murmur


against Moses. “What shall we drink?”
they asked. Moses turned to the Lord
who was ready to help. God showed
Moses a tree. When Moses cast this tree
into the waters, they became sweet.
The need of the people was well
supplied.


When the people continued their
journey, they came to a wonderful oasis
called Elim where there were twelve
wells of water and seventy palm trees.
God gave them this pleasant place to
rest for a month.


After this time of rest, the journey
went on through the Wilderness of Sin.
Instead of trusting in God, the
complaints began again. “Oh that we
had died in Egypt where we sat by the
pots of meat and ate bread until we
were full. Did you bring us out to this
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wilderness to die of hunger?” they
groaned.


God again patiently supplied this
need. He told Moses, “I will rain bread
from heaven.”


Moses and Aaron told the people,
“At evening you will know that the Lord
has brought you out of Egypt and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the
Lord, for He hears your murmurings
against the Lord. God will send meat to
eat in the evenings and bread in the
morning, and you shall know that the
Lord is God.”


That evening so many quails
came up and covered the camp that
the people could easily kill them for
meat. The next morning dew lay about
the camp. When the dew dried, there
remained a small round substance as
fine as frost. It was like white coriander
seed and tasted like wafers with honey.
All the people asked, “What is it?!
(Manna)


Moses explained, “This is the
bread which the Lord has given you to
eat.” Everyone was to gather one omar
(two quarts) for each person in their
household each day. If anyone tried to
save it overnight, it grew worms and
smelled bad. On the sixth day they
were to gather twice as much, for none
would appear on the Sabbath day, the
day of rest. On the seventh day the
extra bread did not have worms or
smell bad.


The Israelites were commanded
to save an omar of manna in a pot as a
remembrance of God’s goodness to
them.


The Lord supplied this manna for
forty years until they entered the
Promised Land.


After setting out on their journey
once more through the Wilderness of
Sin, the people arrived at Rephadim,
only to find that there was no water.
Instead of remembering how God had
taken care of their needs before, they
demanded of Moses, “Give us water to
drink. Why did you bring us up out of
Egypt to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?”


Moses cried to the Lord, “What
shall I do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me!”


God told Moses to lead the
people to a rock at Horeb. When he
would strike the rock with his staff, water
would come from it. Moses obeyed the
Lord and the people had water. He
called the place Massah (temptation),
and Meribah (quarrel).


While the Israelites were camped
at Rephadim, the Amalekites attacked
them. Moses told Joshua to pick some
men and lead them out to fight the
Amalekites the next day.


During the battle, Moses stood at
the top of a hill overlooking the
battlefield with his staff in his hand. As
long as Moses held up his hands in
prayer, the Israelites were winning the
battle. However, when his hands grew
tired and sank down, the Amalekites
began to be stronger. Aaron and Hur
found a rock for Moses to sit upon, and
they each propped up one of his arms
until sunset. By that time, with God’s
help, Joshua and the Israelites had won
a great victory.
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Outer Aim - God continues to provide for a complaining people.


What the Story Tells Us - Even though God constantly took care of the Israelites while
they wandered in the desert, as when He brought them to the oasis at Elim, they often
complained. Match up the COMPLAINT/PROBLEM of Israelites listed below with the SOLUTION
given by God through Moses.


Israel’s COMPLAINT/PROBLEM


1. _____ The water at Marah was bitter


2. _____ No food at the Wilderness of Sin


3. _____ Rephadim had no water


4. _____ The battle against the Amalekite
enemies


SOLUTION from God


A. God gave victory in battle through
Moses’ raised arms in prayer and
Joshua’s leading the Israelite army.


B. God told Moses to cast a tree into the
water.


C. God gave water from a rock at Horeb.


D. God gave manna and quail.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the Bible passage below. Then list the blessings God
has given you for your life on earth and for your life to come in heaven.


Psalm 103:1-3 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His
holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who


forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases.


Earthly Blessings


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  


6.  


Spiritual Blessings
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Map Work - Use the map to do the following activities.


1. Trace the route which the Israelites traveled.
2. Draw...


< a tree in the water at Marah
< palm trees at Elim
< manna and quail in Wilderness of Sin


< a rock with water pouring out of it
at Rephadim


< Moses with his hands held out at
Rephadim


Inner Aim - God continues to provide for us.


Red Sea


gRed Sea Crossing
   
    WILDERNESS 
        OF SHUR


       gMarah


      g Elim


WILDERNESS
   OF SIN


gRephidim
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Passages


Psalm 103:1-3 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals


all your diseases.


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.


Hymn - TLH #434


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led,


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Now with the humble voice of prayer
Thy mercy we implore;
Then with a grateful voice of praise
Thy goodness we’ll adore.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
All too often it is true that the more You give us, the less satisfied we are. May our faith


not depend on how much we have but on You alone. When we need something, instead of
complaining, help us to ask You for what we need with thanksgiving. Keep us from
complaining and whining. Feed us today on Jesus, Who is the “Bread of Life” and the “Water
of Life.” Amen.
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Israel in the Desert
Exodus 15:22 - 17:16


 


Look at the picture. These men are defeating
the enemy of war. How is it happening? Who is on
their side? Let’s read today’s lesson and find the
answers.


Prayer TLH 496 v. 3


If you cannot be a watchman,
Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven,
Off’ring life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties
You can do what God demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron, holding up the prophet’s hands.


The Story


God’s people, the Israelites, were on
their journey from Egypt to the Promised
Land. God had delivered them from
Pharaoh and his army by parting the Red
Sea and leading them through it. Surely
God was with them! However, it did not
take long for them to doubt God’s
goodness and to forget to trust in Him.


Following the pillar of cloud, which
showed that God was with them, Moses
led the people to the Wilderness of Shur.
They traveled through the barren desert
for three days without finding any water.
At last they came to the waters at Marah.
To their great disappointment the water
was so bitter that they could not drink it.
After only three days the people were
forgetting to trust in God. They began to


murmur against Moses. “What shall we
drink?” they said. Moses turned to the Lord
who was ready to help. God showed
Moses a tree. When Moses cast this tree
into the waters, the water became sweet.
The need of the people was well supplied.


When the people continued their
journey, they came to a wonderful oasis
called Elim where there were twelve wells
of water and seventy palm trees. God
gave them this pleasant place to rest for a
month.


After this time of rest, the journey
went on through the Wilderness of Sin.
Instead of trusting in God, the complaints
began again. “Oh that we had died in
Egypt where we sat by the pots of meat
and ate bread until we were full. Did you
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bring us out to this wilderness to die of
hunger?” they groaned.


God again patiently supplied this
need. He told Moses, “I will rain bread from
heaven.”


Moses and Aaron told the people,
“At evening you will know that the Lord
has brought you out of Egypt and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
for He hears your murmurings against the
Lord. God will send meat to eat in the
evenings and bread in the morning, and
you shall know that the Lord is God.”


That evening so many quails came
up and covered the camp that the
people could easily kill them for meat. The
next morning dew lay about the camp.
When the dew dried, there remained a
small round substance as fine as frost. It
was like white coriander seed and tasted
like wafers with honey. All the people
asked, “What is it?! (Manna)


Moses explained, “This is the bread
which the Lord has given you to eat.”
Everyone was to gather one omar (two
quarts) for each person in their household
each day. If anyone tried to save it
overnight, it grew worms and smelled bad.
On the sixth day they were to gather
twice as much, for none would appear on
the Sabbath day, the day of rest. On the
seventh day the extra bread did not have
worms or smell bad.


The Israelites were commanded to
save an omar of manna in a pot as a
remembrance of God’s goodness to them.


 The Lord supplied this manna for forty
years until they entered the Promised Land.


After setting out on their journey
once more through the Wilderness of Sin,
the people arrived at Rephadim, only to
find that there was no water. Instead of
remembering how God had taken care of
their needs before, they demanded of
Moses, “Give us water to drink. Why did you
bring us up out of Egypt to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?”


Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I
do with this people? They are almost ready
to stone me!”


God told Moses to lead the people
to a rock at Horeb. When he would strike
the rock with his staff, water would come
from it. Moses obeyed the Lord and the
people had water. He called the place
Massah (temptation), and Meribah
(quarrel).


While the Israelites were camped at
Rephadim, the Amalekites attacked them.
Moses told Joshua to pick some men and
lead them out to fight the Amalekites the
next day.


During the battle, Moses stood at
the top of a hill overlooking the battlefield
with his staff in his hand. As long as Moses
held up his hands in prayer, the Israelites
were winning the battle. However, when
his hands grew tired and sank down, the
Amalekites began to be stronger. Aaron
and Hur found a rock for Moses to sit upon,
and they each propped up one of his arms
until sunset. By that time, with God’s help,
Joshua and the Israelites had won a great
victory.


Outer Aim - God continues to provide for a complaining people.







Old Testament 3  Israel in the Desert  - Level 4


What the Story Tells Us - Look at the COMPLAINT/PROBLEM of Israelites. Find the
SOLUTION given by God through Moses from the story and write it.


Israel’s COMPLAINT/PROBLEM


1. The water at Marah was bitter . . . . .


2. The oasis at Elim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


3. No food at the Wilderness of Sin . . . . .


4. Rephadim had no water . . . . . . . . . . .


5. The battle against the Amalekite
enemies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


SOLUTION from God


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the Bible passage below. Then list the blessings God has
given you for your life on earth and for your life to come in heaven.


Psalm 103:1-3 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His
holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who


forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases.


Earthly Blessings


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.  


6.  


Spiritual Blessings
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Map Work - Use the map to do the following activities.


1. Trace the route which the Israelites traveled.
2. Draw...


< a tree in the water at Marah
< palm trees at Elim
< manna and quail in Wilderness of Sin


< a rock with water pouring out of it
at Rephadim


< Moses with his hands held out at
Rephadim


Red Sea


gRed Sea Crossing
   
    WILDERNESS 
        OF SHUR


       gMarah


      g Elim


WILDERNESS
   OF SIN


gRephidim
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Inner Aim - God continues to provide for us.


Passages


Psalm 103:1-3 -  Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals


all your diseases.


1 Corinthians 10:12 -  Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
What does this passage mean for us?


Hymn - TLH #434


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Now with the humble voice of prayer
Thy mercy we implore;
Then with a grateful voice of praise
Thy goodness we’ll adore.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
All too often it is true that the more You give us, the less satisfied we are. May our faith


not depend on how much we have but on You alone. When we need something, instead of
complaining, help us to ask You for what we need with thanksgiving. Keep us from
complaining and whining. Feed us today on Jesus, Who is the “Bread of Life” and the “Water
of Life.” Amen.
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Israel in the Desert - Exodus 15:22-17:16


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, sometimes the things of this world seem to occupy my attention to the exclusion of You. I
also tend to complain and gripe when I don’t get what I want. Create in me a quiet sense of contentment.
Feed me with the Bread of Life and the Water of Life that I may share this spiritual food with the children
entrusted to me. Thank You for everything You have provided for me and enable me to receive these gifts
with thanksgiving that drives out complaining and discontent. Amen.


VOCABULARY
complain - to let someone know that you are not happy with what you have
murmur - the sound of complaining; for example, when someone mutters under his breath
content - to be satisfied with what you have
test - to try a person’s faith so that faith may grow and become stronger
manna - bread that God provided for His people (Hebrew word meaning “What is it?”)


OUTER AIM
God continues to provide for a complaining people


INNER AIM
God must get tired of our complaints or does He?


BACKGROUND
Moses’ song of thanksgiving after the deliverance at the Red Sea (Exodus15:2-18) can be divided into
three parts (Ex. 15: 2-5, 6-10, 11-18) showing the power of Jehovah, the destruction of His enemies, and
the calling of Israel to be the people of God.


The results of God’s deliverance were short-lived with the children of Israel. They came to the wilderness,
and after three days under the hot desert sun and the pebbly ground, they had not found water. When they
finally came to a pool, it was too bitter for use. They named this place Marah, meaning bitterness. Their
outlook seemed hopeless, and they were only three days on the road. Luther remarked that when our
provision ceases, our faith is liable to come to an end.


Again God intervened on behalf of His people. He had Moses throw a tree into the water, and it became
drinkable. Thus He made for them a statute and an ordinance (principle that the Lord would provide on
their journey), and there Jehovah proved the Children of Israel by testing them (Exodus 15:25). God also
“proves” us by constantly exercising our faith with challenges that it may grow. Our enjoyment of the
blessings of God is made dependant upon a constant exercise of our faith.


A short march brought them to Elim where they found 12 wells of water and 70 palm trees. Here they
stayed for a month before venturing into the Desert of Sin (Exodus 16: 1). The Wilderness of Sin was a
sandy plain which ran along the shore of the Red Sea to the southern end of the Sinai Peninsula. It was a
dreary trek with chalk hills and mountains in the distance.


Once more the Israelites’ unbelief surfaced out of concern for their physical needs. They complained about
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Moses and Jehovah. The people’s displeasure with Moses was really a dissatisfaction with God and His
ways. This was a part of God’s “proving” or testing His people to see whether they would walk in His
ways. In response, God showed them His glory and then met their needs. The food was called Manna
(Hebrew for “What is it?”). In this way, God taught them to pray for their daily bread. Jehovah provided
enough for each day. Those who tried to store it up found that it decayed. This is a lesson in our attitude
toward the things of this world. He also provided quail for the entire camp.


Must the Lord continue to prove Himself? At Rephidim, again there was no water. Had Israel learned to trust
the Lord? The answer is a resounding, “No!” The grumbling prompted Moses to go to the Lord. Again God
provided water from a rock which was struck with Moses’ rod. These places were called Massah (testing)
and Meribah (quarreling).


The Lord demonstrated His total protection package by defeating the Amalekites. It was the Lord’s battle as
evidenced by Moses’ hands. As long as Moses’ hands were in the air, Israel triumphed over the Amalekites.
Israel and Joshua had to learn that Jehovah would deliver them from the hands of their enemies. Israel must
fight, but its success would be granted only as long as their fight was carried on under the banner of Jehovah.
This is seen from the name given to this place of victory; namely, “The-Lord-Is-My Banner.” The banner or
ensign was the identifying mark of the regiment.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, all too often it is true that the more You give us, the less satisfied we are. May our faith not depend
on how much we have but on You alone. When we need something, instead of complaining, help us to ask
You for what we need with thanksgiving. Keep us from complaining and whining. Feed us today on Jesus,
Who is the “Bread of Life” and the “Water of Life.” Amen.


PRESENTATION
Again, review everything God had done for the nation of Israel as He led them out of Egypt to the land
promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The deliverance and mercy of God stands out in sharp contrast to the
whining and unbelief of the people of Israel. Have a map handy so that you can trace the journey of the people
of God toward Mt. Sinai and then north to the Promised Land.


Tell each of the stories illustrating how, in spite of everything God did for them, the Children of Israel had a very
short memory. They continually put God to the test by complaining and revealing their lack of trust in Him.


1. Show how at Marah (Exodus 15:22-27), they complained about the lack of water and how God met their
need.


2. Show how in the Wilderness of Sin (Exodus 16:1-36), they complained about the lack of food, and how
God miraculously satisfied their needs.


3. Show how at Masseh and Meribah (Exodus 17:1-7), Israel again complained because of the lack of water
and God met their great needs.


4. Show how God defeated the Amalakites (Exodus 17:8-16) on behalf of His chosen people. 


Review these events in your own words.
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APPLICATIONS
• The joy of God’s immediate deliverance is all too quickly forgotten. People tend to quickly forget the good


things God has done for them. Have the children list the good things God has done them from their own
experiences.


• When things are going well, we are vulnerable to temptation from the devil. Prosperity, instead of
promoting faith, often leads people to forget about God and His care. How is this true in our country today
and in the lives of these children?


• I Corinthians 10 reminds us that all these events were examples for us so that we do not fall into the trap
that consumed the nation of Israel. It is a warning that anyone who thinks he stands on his own two feet,
he must be careful that he does not fall on his face.


• This is a good opportunity to discuss with the children the danger of complaining against parents,
circumstances, teachers, other children, and especially the danger of complaining against God.


• Finally, do not forget the spiritual blessings that God has given us. List these with your children’s help.


• Remember that Jesus is called the “Bread” from heaven and the “Water” of life. In a spiritual sense, God
meets our deepest spiritual hunger and thirst by sending Jesus to die for our sins and give us everlasting life.
Consider the meaning Christians apply to the terms “Bread of Life” and “Water of Life” with the
background of these accounts from the Exodus.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Psalms 103:2 - Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits:


Middle any of the above and...
Psalms 103:1-3 - Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the
LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your
diseases.


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:12 - Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.


HYMN CHOICES
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (TLH # 54)
“O God of Jacob, by Whose Hand” (TLH # 434)
“The Lord my Shepherd Is” (TLH # 426)
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The Tenth Plague: The First Passover - Exodus 12


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I thank You that while You have hidden the mystery of Your salvation from the wise and
prudent, You have revealed it to children. Impress upon me the seriousness of my high calling as a teacher
and enable the love of Christ to shine forth through my teaching. I pray that You would help me see Jesus in
this story of Your great Old Testament salvation act of deliverance. Amen


VOCABULARY
Passover - the Jewish festival commemorating God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt
leaven - yeast, that which makes bread rise
firstborn - the oldest child in a family


OUTER AIM
God saved his people from death and delivered them from Egypt.


INNER AIM
Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.


BACKGROUND
God told Moses to prepare the people for their Exodus from Egypt. The difference between Israel and
Egypt and between Jehovah and the gods of Egypt was about to be revealed in a final cataclysmic stroke
from God. The judgment would be the death of the firstborn (11:4-7).


The Passover celebrates the most important salvation act of the Old Testament. The date the Passover took
place would become the first month of the Jewish new year emphasizing the importance of the Passover.
This month had been named Abib meaning "ears" because the "ears" of grain appeared in this month (March-
April depending on the new moon). This is why the date of Easter corresponding to the Passover is always in
March or April. This month of Abib is now called Nisan because of the "Passover" sacrifice chosen by each
household.


Four days before the Passover took place, a one-year-old male lamb or kid without a blemish was to be
sacrificed. The meat of the lamb would have to be totally eaten by a family or group of families. The blood
was to be caught in a basin and then “struck” with a branch of hyssop on the two sideposts and the upper
doorpost of the house. Hyssop in ancient times was often considered to have cleansing properties.


The blood of a lamb or goat was to be applied directly to the house to make atonement for its inhabitants
and convert it to an altar. Seeing the blood, Jehovah would pass over the door and spare the inhabitants of
the house. The name “passover” or “pascha” literally expressed the meaning of this observance. The
sacrificial meal consisted of the lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The bitter herbs symbolized the
bitterness of the afflictions in Egypt. The unleavened bread symbolized the removal of the old corruption and
the need to leave in a hurry. Finally, the Passover lamb symbolized God’s great Old Testament act of act of
salvation and the deliverance of His people from Egypt.
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At midnight, God’s judgment came upon Egypt. About midnight Jehovah passed through the land of Egypt and
a great cry went up. Pharaoh begged the children of Israel to leave. He even gave them the wealth of Egypt to
leave Egypt immediately lest “we all be dead men.” God’s salvation was to be a perpetual memory, as each
year the Jews were to celebrate the Passover and explain the deliverance of God. Every year at this time,
God’s people were to reenact the Passover meal that would bring to remembrance God’s great salvation act.
When the children would ask, “Why are we eating this lamb and unleavened bread, and bitter herbs?” the
parents would then tell them how God had delivered His people from Egypt. The observance of the Passover
was to be followed by a “feast of unleavened bread,” lasting for seven days in which all leaven or yeast was to
be purged or removed from the households.


Israel left Egypt with 600,000 men of military age. The total number of the Children of Israel was probably
about two million.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, You are the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We pray that you would help us
see how You delivered Your people out of Egypt protecting them from death through the blood of the
Passover Lamb. Help us to believe that the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, protects us from death. Amen.


PRESENTATION
It is important that the teacher review the previous story of the first nine plagues or strokes. Stress the stubborn
opposition of Pharaoh to the Jehovah and how senseless it was for Pharaoh to oppose God.


Some have actually reenacted a Jewish Passover meal. It might be interesting to have at least a sample of lamb,
unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs. As you tell the story, you can emphasize the “shadow” pictures of these
elements in the Passover meal.


Discuss the story in the context of the feeling of horror Pharaoh and the Egyptians felt when they discovered
what had happened that night. Now they couldn’t wait to get rid of God’s people. This will lead into the next
story as you reveal the depth of Pharaoh’s opposition to God.


It is also important to connect this story with Jesus. The Bible reveals that the lamb which was killed was a
shadow picture of Jesus. In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Christ is called “our Passover Who was sacrificed for us.” Jesus
is the Passover Lamb, Whose blood protects and delivers us from eternal death. In 1 Peter 1:17-18 in a
reference to the Passover lamb, Jesus is referred to as the “lamb without blemish or spot.” It is the blood of
Jesus, the Lamb of God that redeems us from sin and death.


Before Jesus died on the cross, He celebrated the last Passover with His disciples. It is called the last Passover
because Jesus was establishing the “new covenant” or “new testament” through His death on the cross. Jesus’
blood would deliver His people from death by giving them the forgiveness of their sins. In keeping with the Old
Testament meal of remembrance, Jesus gave His believers a New Testament meal of remembrance. Jesus took
the unleavened bread and the wine from the Old Testament Passover and gave them to His disciples saying,
“This is my body. This is my blood shed for you.” We are to partake of this meal in remembrance of Him, that
is remembering what Jesus did for us when He died on the cross.







The First Passover - Teacher’s Notes Page 3


APPLICATIONS
1. What was the meaning of the Passover for Old Testament Israel?
2. What is the deeper meaning as seen in the cross of Jesus, cf. I Peter 1: 18-20? Why do you think that


Jesus’ death occurred at the time of the Passover?
3. What was the Old Testament significance of the lamb, the unleavened bread, and the bitter herbs?What


were the people to remember?
4. What is the shadow picture of the Old Testament Passover as it relates to Jesus?


a. What does the Passover lamb picture for us? (1 Peter 1:18-19)
b. What does the unleavened bread picture? 1 Corinthians 5:6-8


5. When we celebrate communion, what are we to remember?
6. It is important to stress that this Old Testament salvation act of God pointed to a greater salvation act in


the death of Jesus. We understand the Sacrament of the Altar better against the backdrop of the
Passover Meal.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
John 1:29 - Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!


Middle any of the above and...
1 Peter 1:19 - You were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.


1 Corinthians 5:7 - Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us.


Upper any of the above and...
1 Peter 1:18-19 - Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”


1 Corinthians 11:24-25 - Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of
Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in
My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.


HYMN CHOICES
“O Christ, Thou Lamb Of God” (TLH #147)
“Lamb Of God, Pure And Holy” (TLH #146)
“The Day Of Resurrection” (TLH #205:1)







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                The First Passover Level 1


The Tenth Plague/The First Passover
Exodus 12


 







Old Testament                                                                                      First Passover  - Level 12


The Story


In our last lesson we learned about the
nine plagues or troubles God sent Egypt. The
picture on this page will help you remember. 


Why did God send these troubles? Did
Pharaoh let God’s people leave his country?


Today’s lesson will tell of the last
plague sent to Egypt. Will Pharaoh finally let
the people leave? Let’s find out.


God told Moses about a very
important day - the Passover. Why
was it called the Passover? 


To get ready for the Passover
every family of God’s people should
take an unblemished lamb and kill it.
Then they should take some of the
blood and put it on the doorposts of
the house. The meat of the lamb
should be roasted and eaten with
unleaven bread and bitter herbs. The
meal should be eaten in a hurry and
they should be ready to leave.


The people of God did as Moses
told them. 


At midnight the LORD passed
over the houses of God’s people who
had the blood of the lamb on the
doorpost. The LORD killed the firstborn
of any in Egypt who did not have
blood on their doorposts and He also
killed the firstborn of their livestock.


Do you see why it was called the
Passover? 


Pharaoh’s firstborn died and he
was very sad. In all of Egypt there was
a great cry because not a house was
without someone dead.


Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron
that night and said, “Get up and go


out from my people. Go serve the
LORD as you have said. Take
your animals and go.”


All of God’s people
immediately left Egypt where
they had lived for 430 years. The
people of Egypt had given them
silver, gold and clothing before
they left.  There was a great
number of people. Possibly as
many as 2,000,000 people plus all
of their animals left Egypt that
day.


God saved His people from
death and delivered them


from Egypt.
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God commanded the people to
celebrate the Passover every year at
the same time. They would have the
same meal of lamb, unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. They would tell their
children how the LORD passed over
their houses in Egypt so that none of
their firstborn was killed.


We no longer
celebrate the Passover
because Jesus, the
perfect Lamb of God


shed His blood on the cross
to take away our sins. We
are now saved from death


and given life and heaven.


Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.


Activity One - Get the lamb to the doorpost following the path. Write the letters in the
boxes under the maze as you go along. It will spell a very important word from today’s lesson.


Hidden Word: 


Passage


John 1:29  “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!” 
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Activity Two - Trace the lines or glue strips of paper or popsicle sticks to make a
doorway and a cross. Paint or color red on the doorpost to show how the blood of the lamb
was placed for the Passover. Paint or color red on the ends of the cross to show the blood
the Lamb of God shed for our sins with the nails to his hands and feet and the crown of
thorns on His head.


Hymn - TLH 147


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, grant us Thy peace!


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
Thank You for sending Jesus, the Lamb of God, to save us from death in hell.
Help us to tell others about this perfect Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The
First


Passover


Jesus,
the


Lamb of
God
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The Story


              In our last lesson we learned about the
nine plagues or troubles God sent Egypt. The
picture on this page will help you remember. 


Why did God send these troubles? Did
Pharaoh let God’s people leave his country?


Today’s lesson will tell of the last plague
sent to Egypt. Will Pharaoh finally let the people
leave? Let’s find out.


God told Moses about a very
important day--the Passover. Why was it
called the Passover? 


To get ready for the Passover, Moses
told every family of God’s people that
they should take a perfect lamb and kill
it. Then they should take some of the
blood and put it on the doorposts of the
house. The meat of the lamb should be
roasted and eaten with unleavened
bread, bread with no yeast in it, and
bitter herbs. The meal should be eaten in
a hurry and they should be ready to
leave.


The people of God did as Moses
told them. 


At midnight, the LORD passed over
the houses of God’s people who had the
blood of the lamb on the doorpost. The
LORD killed the firstborn of everyone in
Egypt who did not have blood on their
doorposts. He also killed the firstborn of
their livestock.


Do you see why it was called the
Passover? 


Pharaoh’s firstborn died and he was
very sad. In all of Egypt there was a great
cry because not a house was without
someone dead.


Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron


that night and said, “Get up and
go out from my people. Go serve
the LORD as you have said. Take
your animals and go.”


All of God’s people
immediately left Egypt where they
had lived for 430 years. The people
of Egypt had given them silver,
gold and clothing before they left. 
There was a great number of
people. Possibly as many as
2,000,000 people plus all of their
animals left Egypt that day.


God saved His people from
death and delivered them


from Egypt.


God commanded the
people to celebrate the Passover
every year at the same time. They
would have the same meal of
lamb, unleavened bread and
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bitter herbs. They would tell their children
how the LORD passed over their houses in
Egypt so that none of their firstborn was
killed. We no longer celebrate the
Passover because Jesus, the perfect


 Lamb of God, shed His blood on
the cross to take away our sins. We
are now saved from death and
given life and heaven.


Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.


Activity One - Write the letter of the correct answer in the blank.


1. _____  He was ruler of Egypt.


2. _____ God sent 10 of these troubles to convince
the Pharoah to let God’s people leave Egypt.


3. _____ This was the last trouble God sent.


4. _____ The ____ of the Egyptians and livestock
died.


5. _____ This unblemished animal was killed.


6. _____ Bitter herbs and this were eaten.


7. _____ God’s people were saved from death by
spreading this on their doorposts.


8. _____ He is the perfect Passover Lamb.


A. lamb


B. unleavened
bread


C. Jesus


D. Pharaoh


E. firstborn


F. blood


G. plagues


H. Passover


Passages


“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 
John 1:29b


Christ, our Passover was sacrificed for us. 1 Corinthians 5:7b







4Old Testament                                                                                      First Passover  - Level 2


Hymn - TLH 147


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, grant us Thy peace!


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
Thank You for sending Jesus, the Lamb of God, to save us from death in hell.
Help us to tell others about this perfect Savior. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Activity Two - Trace the lines or glue strips of paper or popsicle sticks to make a
doorway and a cross. Paint or color red on the doorpost to show how the blood of the lamb
was placed for the Passover. Paint or color red on the ends of the cross to show the blood
the Lamb of God shed for our sins from the nails to His hands and feet and the crown of
thorns to His head.


The
First


Passover


Jesus,
the


Lamb of
God
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The Tenth Plague/The First Passover
Exodus 12


 


How many of the nine plagues from the last lesson can
you name? See page 2 for help.


God sent a tenth and final plague that would convince
Pharaoh to let God’s people leave Egypt. What is that
plague?  


The man in the picture at the right is doing something
commanded by God to save his family and him. Let us
read more about that plague.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirit into
my heart as we study Your Word. Help me to learn about
the Passover lamb and about Jesus, our true Passover
Lamb who died for the whole world’s sins. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Tenth Plague & The First Passover


The Passover Feast Instituted
Now the LORD spoke to Moses and


Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, {2} "This
month shall be your beginning of months; it
shall be the first month of the year to you.
{3} Speak to all the congregation of Israel,
saying: 'On the tenth day of this month
every man shall take for himself a lamb,
according to the house of his father, a
lamb for a household. {4} And if the
household is too small for the lamb, let him
and his neighbor next to his house take it
according to the number of the persons;
according to each man's need you shall
make your count for the lamb. {5} Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a male of
the first year. You may take it from the
sheep or from the goats. {6} Now you shall


keep it until the fourteenth day of the
same month. Then the whole assembly of
the congregation of Israel shall kill it at
twilight. {7} And they shall take some of the
blood and put it on the two doorposts and
on the lintel of the houses where they eat
it. {8} Then they shall eat the flesh on that
night; roasted in fire, with unleavened
bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat
it. {9} Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all
with water, but roasted in fire; its head with
its legs and its entrails. {10} You shall let


 none of it remain until morning, and what
remains of it until morning you shall burn
with fire. {11} And thus you shall eat it: with
a belt on your waist, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand. So you
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shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover.
{12} 'For I will pass through the land of
Egypt on that night,
and will strike all the
firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and
beast; and against all
the gods of Egypt I will
execute judgment: I
am the LORD. {13} Now
the blood shall be a
sign for you on the
houses where you are.
And when I see the
blood, I will pass over
you; and the plague
shall not be on you to
destroy you when I
strike the land of
Egypt.’”


The First Passover
 {21} Then Moses


called for all the elders of Israel and said to
them, "Pick out and take lambs for
yourselves according to your families, and
kill the Passover lamb. {22} And you shall
take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood
that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and
the two doorposts with the blood that is in
the basin. And none of you shall go out of
the door of his house until morning. {23} For
the LORD will pass through to strike the
Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on
the lintel and on the two doorposts, the
LORD will pass over the door and not allow
the destroyer to come into your houses to
strike you. {24} And you shall observe this
thing as an ordinance for you and your
sons forever. {25} It will come to pass when
you come to the land which the LORD will
give you, just as He promised, that you shall
keep this service. {26} And it shall be, when
your children say to you, 'What do you
mean by this service?' {27} that you shall
say, 'It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD,


who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt when He struck


the Egyptians and
delivered our
households.' " So the
people bowed their
heads and worshiped.
{28} Then the children
of Israel went away
and did so; just as the
LORD had
commanded Moses
and Aaron, so they
did. 


{29} And it
came to pass at
midnight that the
LORD struck all the
firstborn in the land of
Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh
who sat on his throne
to the firstborn of the


captive who was in the dungeon, and all
the firstborn of livestock. {30} So Pharaoh
rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all
the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where
there was not one dead. 


{31} Then he called for Moses and
Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out from
among my people, both you and the
children of Israel. And go, serve the LORD
as you have said. {32} Also take your flocks
and your herds, as you have said, and be
gone; and bless me also." 


{33} And the Egyptians urged the
people, that they might send them out of
the land in haste. For they said, "We shall all
be dead." {34} So the people took their
dough before it was leavened, having
their kneading bowls bound up in their
clothes on their shoulders. {35} Now the
children of Israel had done according to
the word of Moses, and they had asked
from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles
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of gold, and clothing. {36} And the LORD
had given the people favor in the sight of
the Egyptians, so that they granted them
what they requested. Thus they plundered
the Egyptians. 


{37} Then the children of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth,
about six hundred thousand men on foot,
besides children. {38} A mixed multitude
went up with them also, and flocks
and herds; a great deal of livestock.
{39} And they baked unleavened
cakes of the dough which they had
brought out of Egypt; for it was not
leavened, because they were driven


out of Egypt and could not wait, nor had
they prepared provisions for themselves. 


{40} Now the sojourn of the children
of Israel who lived in Egypt was four
hundred and thirty years. {41} And it came
to pass at the end of the four hundred and
thirty years; on that very same day; it came
to pass that all the armies of the LORD
went out from the land of Egypt. {42} It is a
night of solemn observance to the LORD


for bringing them out of the land of
Egypt. This is that night of the LORD, a
solemn observance for all the children of
Israel throughout their generations.


Outer Aim 
God saved His people from death and delivered them from Egypt.


What God Tells Us - Draw lines to match up the two (2) columns comparing the lamb of
the Passover feast and Jesus, our Passover Lamb.


Lamb of the Passover Feast


without blemish  \


killed \


blood  saved the firstborn from death \


Jesus, our Passover Lamb


\ blood shed on the cross
saves us from eternal death 


\ without sin


\ killed
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1


2


3


4


5 6


7


8


What the Story Tells Us - Crossword Puzzle - Fill in the crossword puzzle using words from
the Word Box.


ACROSS
2. God sent 10 ____ upon Egypt.
4. The ____ celebration would
take place each year.
5. All ____ of the Egyptians were
killed.
7. The ____ was spread on the
doorposts of the Jews’ homes.
8. An unblemished ____ was
sacrificed.


DOWN
1. ____ is the perfect Sacrifice. 
3. Bitter ____ were eaten.
4. ____ would not let God’s
people leave Egypt.
6. Unleaven ___ was eaten.


Your Turn - Draw a picture of
a Passover meal. Be sure to label the three (3) things in the meal that God commanded for
the Old Testament Jews to eat.


PASSOVER
LAMB


BLOOD
PLAGUES


HERBS
JESUS


PHARAOH
BREAD


FIRSTBORN
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Inner Aim - Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.


Passages - Fill in the missing words from the Bible passages. Use your Bible if you need
help.


John 1:29 “Behold! The ________________of God who takes away the ____________ of


the ___________________.”


1 Corinthians 5:7 ... Christ our _________________________ , was sacrificed for us.


(You were redeemed ...) 1 Peter 1:19 ... with the precious ________________ of Christ, as


of a lamb without __________________________ and without ______________________.


Hymn - TLH 147


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, grant us Thy peace!


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
You are the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We pray that you


would help us see how You delivered Your people out of Egypt protecting them from death
through the blood of the Passover lamb. Help us to believe that the blood of Jesus, the
perfect Passover Lamb, protects us from eternal death in hell and gives us life in heaven. 


In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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The Tenth Plague/The First Passover
Exodus 12


 


How many of the nine plagues from the last lesson can you
name? See page 2 for help.


After each plague Pharaoh promises to let God’s people go
from Egypt but then changes his promise. In Exodus 11 God
promises a tenth plague that would guarantee Pharaoh
would release the Israelites. Let us study that final plague.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirit into my
heart through Your Word that we are about to study. Help me
to learn about the Passover lamb and about Jesus, our true
Passover Lamb who died for the whole world’s sins. In Jesus’
name. Amen.


The Tenth Plague & The First Passover


The Passover Feast Instituted
Now the LORD spoke to Moses and


Aaron in the land of Egypt,
saying, {2} "This month shall be
your beginning of months; it
shall be the first month of the
year to you. {3} "Speak to all
the congregation of Israel,
saying: 'On the tenth day of
this month every man shall
take for himself a lamb,
according to the house of his
father, a lamb for a
household. {4} 'And if the
household is too small for the
lamb, let him and his neighbor
next to his house take it
according to the number of
the persons; according to each man's
need you shall make your count for the
lamb. {5} 'Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male of the first year. You may


take it from the sheep or from the goats.
{6} 'Now you shall keep it until the


fourteenth day of the same
month. Then the whole
assembly of the congregation
of Israel shall kill it at twilight. {7}
'And they shall take some of
the blood and put it on the two
doorposts and on the lintel of
the houses where they eat it.
{8} 'Then they shall eat the flesh
on that night; roasted in fire,
with unleavened bread and
with bitter herbs they shall eat
it. {9} 'Do not eat it raw, nor
boiled at all with water, but
roasted in fire; its head with its
legs and its entrails. {10} 'You


shall let none of it remain until morning,
and what remains of it until morning you
shall burn with fire. {11} 'And thus you shall
eat it: with a belt on your waist, your
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sandals on your feet, and your staff in your
hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the
Lord's Passover. {12} 'For I will pass through
the land of Egypt on that night, and will
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast; and against all the
gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am
the LORD. {13} 'Now the blood shall be a
sign for you on the houses where you are.
And when I see the blood, I will pass over
you; and the plague shall not be on
you to destroy you when I strike the
land of Egypt.


The First Passover
 {21} Then Moses called for all


the elders of Israel and said to them,
"Pick out and take lambs for yourselves
according to your families, and kill the
Passover lamb. {22} "And you shall take a
bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is
in the basin, and strike the lintel and the
two doorposts with the blood that is in the
basin. And none of you shall go out of the
door of his house until morning. {23} "For the
LORD will pass through to strike the
Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on
the lintel and on the two doorposts, the
LORD will pass over the door and not allow
the destroyer to come into your houses to
strike you. {24} "And you shall observe this
thing as an ordinance for you and your
sons forever. {25} "It will come to pass when
you come to the land which the LORD will
give you, just as He promised, that you shall
keep this service. {26} "And it shall be, when
your children say to you, 'What do you
mean by this service?' {27} "that you shall
say, 'It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD,
who passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt when He struck
the Egyptians and delivered our
households.' " So the people bowed their
heads and worshiped. {28} Then the
children of Israel went away and did so;
just as the LORD had commanded Moses


and Aaron, so they did. 


{29} And it came to pass at midnight
that the LORD struck all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the
captive who was in the dungeon, and all
the firstborn of livestock. {30} So Pharaoh
rose in the night, he, all his servants, and all
the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where
there was not one dead. 


{31} Then he called for Moses and
Aaron by night, and said, "Rise, go out
from among my people, both you and
the children of Israel. And go, serve the


LORD as you have said. {32} "Also take
your flocks and your herds, as you have
said, and be gone; and bless me also." 


{33} And the Egyptians urged the
people, that they might send them out of
the land in haste. For they said, "We shall all
be dead." {34} So the people took their
dough before it was leavened, having
their kneading bowls bound up in their
clothes on their shoulders. {35} Now the
children of Israel had done according to
the word of Moses, and they had asked
from the Egyptians articles of silver, articles
of gold, and clothing. {36} And the LORD
had given the people favor in the sight of
the Egyptians, so that they granted them
what they requested. Thus they plundered
the Egyptians. 


{37} Then the children of Israel
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth,
about six hundred thousand men on foot,
besides children. {38} A mixed multitude
went up with them also, and flocks and
herds; a great deal of livestock. {39} And
they baked unleavened cakes of the
dough which they had brought out of
Egypt; for it was not leavened, because
they were driven out of Egypt and could
not wait, nor had they prepared provisions
for themselves. 
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{40} Now the sojourn of the children
of Israel who lived in Egypt was four
hundred and thirty years. {41} And it came
to pass at the end of the four hundred and
thirty years; on that very same day; it came
to pass that all the armies of the LORD


went out from the land of Egypt. {42} It is a
night of solemn observance to the LORD
for bringing them out of the land of Egypt.
This is that night of the LORD, a solemn
observance for all the children of Israel
throughout their generations.


Outer Aim 
God saved His people from death and delivered them from Egypt.


What the Story Tells Us - Change these false sentences to true sentences by crossing out
the wrong word (s) and writing the correct word above it.


1. The LORD spoke to Moses and Abraham about the Passover feast.


2. The lamb that was killed should be sickly.


3. The blood from the lamb was to be spread on the ground.


4. The feast included unleavened bread, bitter herbs and boiled lamb.


5. The LORD would visit the homes that had blood on the doorposts.


6. The youngest child in  the family of the Egyptians was killed.


7. Pharaoh told Moses and God’s people to stay in Egypt.


8. The children of Israel got clothing and copper and silver items from the Egyptians.


9. There were 6,000 men that left Egypt.


10. The children of Israel had been in Egypt 100 years.


What God Tells Us - Compare the lamb of the Passover feast and Jesus, our Passover
Lamb by completing the chart below. The answers are below the chart, but mixed up.


Lamb of the Passover Feast Jesus, our Passover Lamb
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without blemish 


killed 


blood shed on the cross
saves us from eternal
death 


without sin


killed


blood  saved the
firstborn from death 


Your Turn - Draw a picture of a Passover meal or describe the meal. Be sure to label the
three (3) things in the meal that God commanded for the Old Testament Jews to eat.
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Inner Aim - Jesus, our Passover Lamb, was sacrificed for us.


Passages - Fill in the missing words from the Bible passages. Use your Bible if you need help.


John 1:29 “Behold! The ________________of God who takes away the ____________ of the


___________________.”


1 Corinthians 5:7 Christ our _______________________ _____________________ is sacrificed for us.


1 Peter 1:18-19 Knowing the you were not _________________________ with corruptible things,


like _____________________ or ____________________, from your aimless conduct received by


tradition from your fathers, but with the precious ________________ of Christ, as of a lamb


without __________________________ and without ______________________.


Hymn - TLH #147


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, have mercy upon us!


O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away 
The sin of the world, grant us Thy peace!


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
You are the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. We pray that You


would help us see how You delivered Your people out of Egypt protecting them from death
through the blood of the Passover lamb. Help us to believe that the blood of Jesus, the
perfect Passover Lamb, protects us from eternal death in hell and gives us life in heaven. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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STORY 8/21/04
Worship in the Temple - Exodus 35-40; Lev. 24; Num. 6, 15


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, I pray that You lovingly keep and protect our pastors, teachers, fellow
members and the whole Christian Church on earth. Keep all of us from false teaching and a careless
attitude toward Your holy Word. Lead us week after week to Your house of worship for the
strengthening of our souls. May Your blessing of peace fill my soul with comfort and confidence to
do my best in teaching this precious Word to Your children. Keep me and all of Your children in
Your care until we stand before You face-to-face and praise You forevermore in our heavenly home.
Amen.


VOCABULARY
Tabernacle - a portable tent used by the Israelites as their worship place of the LORD Jehovah.


Bezaleel and Aholiab - the head artisans(craftsmen) that directed the building of the Tabernacle.


Laver - large basin used by the priests to wash in.


OUTER AIM
God established an orderly series of sacrifices and services for the spiritual welfare of His people
and to the glory of His name. 


INNER AIM
Every Christian is called upon by God to publicly worship Him by hearing His Word, repenting of
his sins and receiving the Good News of forgiveness through Jesus. 


BACKGROUND 
God described in minute detail the way in which the Israelites were to worship Him. He prescribed
every feature of their worship: the place, the building, the time, the priesthood, the services and
sacrifices. As long as they were in the wilderness, their place of worship would be a tent, which
could easily be taken down, carried and put up again. The LORD Himself gave to Moses a pattern
which the builders strictly followed in the building of the Tabernacle. Everything associated with the
worship of God was to point to the coming Messiah.


Ex. 35:4-9
The LORD instructs Moses to tell the Israelites to bring Him an offering.  This offering will be from
"whoever is of a willing heart," prompted by God's love for him. This offering should consist of
gold; silver; bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn; fine linen thread and goat's hair; ram's skins dyed
red; badger skins; acacia wood; oil for the light; spices; onyx stones.  


Ex. 36:2-7
The leaders of the building project were chosen by God (cf. Ex. 35:30-35). When they received the
gifts of the people from Moses they found that there was "much more than enough for the service of
the work which the LORD commanded us to do."
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See Rupprecht Vol. 1, pgs. 192-210 for specific details and pictures of the various furnishings built and placed
into the temple and the clothing worn by the priests.


Tabernacle measured: 45l  15w 15h and was erected in the west end of a courtyard. The Tabernacle consisted of
two parts: The holy place and the holy of holies. 


The holy of holies was separated from the rest of the Tabernacle by a heavy four-inch thick curtain and was
kept completely dark. In it stood the ark of the covenant. This was a chest covered inside and out with gold. The
cover of the ark was called the mercy seat made of gold. On the ends of the cover were the figures of two
cherubim (angels). They faced each other with their wings outspread. Inside of the ark of the covenant were the
two stone tablets of the Law; a jar of manna; and Aaron's rod. Only the High Priest could enter the holy of
holies and this only once a year on the Day of Atonement, when he sprinkled the blood of the sacrificial lamb
on the mercy seat as a picture of Christ's shed blood atoning for (covering) our sins before God.   


The holy place was the rest of the Tabernacle which contained the altar of incense on which the priests burned
incense every morning and evening; the table of showbread, on which 12 loaves of bread were placed every
Sabbath and left there for a week; and the seven-branched golden lampstand. These candles were lit every night
and were the only source of light in the holy place. Only Priests were allowed in this part of the tabernacle.


The courtyard measured 150 x 75 feet and was surrounded by a canvas screen about eight feet high. The
courtyard contained the altar of burnt offering on which two lambs were offered every day, one in the morning
and one in the evening. The fire on the altar was kept burning constantly. In the courtyard was the bronze laver
(basin) in which the priests washed their hands and feet before performing their priestly duties. All the Israelites
were allowed to gather in the courtyard of the tabernacle.


The priesthood was ordained by God. Aaron was the first high priest chosen by God and the LORD commanded
that his sons serve as priests.  Special garments were to be worn by the priests when they performed their many
duties. The high priest was to wear two onyx stones and a breastplate, inscribed with the names of the twelve
tribes of Israel. . .six on each of the stones. He also wore a gold plate on his forehead with the inscription:
"Holiness to the LORD."


The sacrifices were of two kinds: bloody sacrifices and bloodless sacrifices. Cattle, sheep, goats, turtledoves
and pigeons were offered as bloody sacrifices. The bloodless sacrifices consisted of offerings of meal, cakes,
grain, salt, oil and wine.


Exodus 40:34-38
God's appearance was in the cloud by day and in the fire by night. If the cloud was taken up from the
tabernacle, the children of Israel could go on in their journeys, if the cloud remained over the tabernacle, the
people remained where they were.


Numbers 6:22-27
The same blessing given by the LORD to His people over 3,000 years ago is still bestowed upon each of us at
the close of our worship services. The LORD assures us that HE will keep and protect us from all harm (safe in
His arms); the LORD smiles upon us with His undeserved love in Christ Jesus washing away our sins; the
LORD lifts up His countenance (face) to look at us and give us His peace which passes all understanding. We
are at one with God. Note the threefold blessing which definitely reminds us of  the Trinity and of the threefold
work of God's goodness and mercy toward us. God the Father planned our Salvation and sent His Son; God the
Son came into this world to take our place and live a perfect life of obedient love, (satisfying God's justice) and
die upon the cross (paying our punishment); God the Holy Spirit takes the powerful Gospel and creates faith in
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our hearts to believe this message. He also strengthens and preserves us in that faith through the Gospel.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I thank You that You have made me, redeemed me and brought
me to saving faith. Your work alone has saved me. I thank You for my church and Sunday School, for my
pastor and teachers who faithfully bring me Your holy Word. Keep them in Your care so that they always teach
what is true and right to the glory of Your name. Help me to always love to come into Your house to worship
You and hear Your Word. May Your Word be my constant guide day and night.   Strengthen me in all areas of
my life, especially in my worship of You and my praise of Your glorious salvation given to me. I ask this in
Jesus' name. Amen.    


PRESENTATION
.


APPLICATION
1. God prepared a place for His Old Testament people to worship Him: the Tabernacle. The ark of the covenant
in the holy of holies was the sign of His presence. He has given us houses of worship today also. He is present
in His house in His Word. 


2. The heavy, thick curtain separated the people from the holy of holies. Only the high priest could go in with
the blood of the lamb and sprinkle it on the mercy seat. Jesus is our high priest and sacrificial lamb who had His
shed blood spread on the cross for us. There is now nothing that separates us from our loving Heavenly Father.
Hebrews 7:26-27


3. All the daily sacrifices for the sins of the people pointed ahead to the one sacrifice that would obtain
forgiveness for the whole world; Jesus' blood. "... without shedding of blood there is no remission."  Hebrews
9:22    "...the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin."  I John 1:7    


4. What a privilege to hear the same message of God's grace and peace as the Old Testament believers. When
we come to church we hear the Good News of a Savior who has come to suffer and die for us. As we leave
God's House we hear Him pronounce the same blessing of grace and peace upon us that He announced through
Aaron over 3,000 years ago. The unchanging God has unchanging grace and mercy for us which give peace to
our hearts and lives.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
I John 1:7 - "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin."  


Middle
Hebrews 10:14 - "For by one offering He(Jesus) has perfected forever those who are being sanctified."  


Upper
Psalm 27:4 - "One thing I have desired of the LORD, that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD."  


Numbers 6:24-26 - "The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace."  


HYMN CHOICES
Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing - TLH #50
To Thy Temple I Repair - TLH #2
For Many Years, O God of Grace - TLH #639
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Worship in the Tabernacle
Exodus 35-40; Leviticus 24; Numbers 6, 15


The LORD established sacrifices and services for the welfare of His
people and to the glory of His Name.
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The Story


Then Moses gathered all of the
children of Israel together, and said
to them, "The LORD has
commanded you to work for six
days, but the seventh day shall be a
holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest to
the LORD. Whoever does any work
on it shall be put to death.”


Moses also spoke to all of the
children of Israel asking for those with
a willing heart to bring offerings for
the building of the tabernacle. The
tabernacle would be their place of
worship. Many people were also
needed to work on the outside and
inside of the tabernacle. The LORD
would give exact directions to
follow.


The children of Israel brought
back to Moses so much in offerings
that Moses had to stop them from
bringing more. They had given more
than was needed!


Then all the workers made
curtains, a special golden box with
angels of gold on top,  a table for


showbread, a golden lampstand,
and an altar covered in gold to burn
incense and a bronze bowl.


The priests wore special clothes
also. 


They brought all that they had
made to the tabernacle and Moses
blessed them.


A cloud of the LORD was
above the tabernacle by day and
fire by night. It led the children of
Israel throughout all their journeys.


And the LORD spoke to Moses,
"This is the way you shall bless the
children of Israel. Say to them: "The
LORD bless you and keep you; the
LORD make His face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the LORD lift
up His countenance upon you, and
give you peace." 


The LORD also commanded
Moses to burn many sacrifices for
offerings. Every sacrifice pointed to
the coming Christ, Jesus, Who would
die to save all people from their sins. 


Every Christian is called upon by God to publicly worship Him by hearing His
Word, repenting of his sins and receiving the Good News of forgiveness through


Jesus. 
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Activity One - Does it belong in the Old Testament tabernacle or a church from today?
Draw lines to place the pictures where they belong.
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L   G   O    D


____ A M B    O F    ____ ____ ____


S V O


____ A ____ I ____ R


Activity Two - The children of Israel were told to burn sacrifices for their worship. These
sacrifices pointed to the coming Savior Who would take away the sins of the world. Use the
letters to fill in the names of Jesus below. The picture will help with the name.


Passages


1 John 1:7 - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”


Numbers 6:24-26 - “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon
you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift us His countenance upon you, and give you


peace.”


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #2, v. 1 & 6


To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there
When within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy seat.


From Thy house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,
“I have walked with God today.” Amen.
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Worship in the Tabernacle
Exodus 35-40; Leviticus 24; Numbers 6, 15


The LORD established sacrifices and services for the welfare of His
people and to the glory of His Name.
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The Story


Then Moses gathered all of the children
of Israel together, and said to them, "These
are the words which the LORD has
commanded you to do: work shall be done
for six days, but the seventh day shall be a
holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest to the
LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be
put to death.”


Moses also spoke to all of the children
of Israel asking for those with a willing heart
to bring offerings for the building of the
tabernacle. The tabernacle would be their
place of worship. He also asked for people
to give of their talents as well. Many people
were needed to work on the outside and
inside of the tabernacle. The LORD would
give exact directions to follow.


The children of Israel brought back to
Moses articles for the tabernacle. Men and
women brought jewelry of gold, silver and
jewels, spices and oil, cloth, skins, and
wood. People gifted and skilled at certain
tasks also came forward to work. The
children of Israel brought so much in
offerings that Moses had to stop them from
bringing more. They had given more than
was needed!


Then all the workers made curtains
woven of fine linen and  blue, purple, and
scarlet thread with designs of angels on
them. They were made the size the LORD
had told Moses. They made curtains of
goats' hair for the tent over the tabernacle
and a covering for the tent of ram skins
dyed red, and a covering of badger skins
above that. Boards covered in gold made
up the outer sides of the tabernacle. The
tabernacle was made to come apart and
would be carried and moved as the
children of Israel roamed in the wilderness.


They made an ark or box of wood and
overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside
with wooden poles covered with gold so


that the ark could be carried. 
The mercy seat on top of the ark was


also of pure gold with two angels on each
side facing each other with their wings
touching. This ark of the covenant was
placed in a special room called the Holy of
Holies.


Other furnishings of the Holy Place
outside of the Holy of Holies included a
table for showbread, a golden lampstand,
and an altar covered in gold to burn
incense.


The area outside of the Holy Place had
an altar of burnt offerings made of wood
covered with bronze. Once again all of
these furnishings had to be made to be
moveable and were exactly the size the
LORD commanded. There was also a
bronze basin or large bowl on a pedestal. 


The garments of the High Priest were
made with blue, purple, and scarlet thread.


They brought all that they had made
to the tabernacle and Moses blessed them.


A cloud of the LORD was above the
tabernacle by day and fire by night. It led
the children of Israel throughout all their
journeys.


And the LORD spoke to Moses, "This is
the way you shall bless the children of Israel.
Say to them: "The LORD bless you and keep
you; the LORD make His face shine upon
you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift
up His countenance upon you, and give
you peace." 


The LORD also commanded Moses to
burn many sacrifices for offerings. There
were rules for burning animals and rules for
bringing grain and drink offerings. The priest
was in charge of the offerings and
sacrifices. Every sacrifice pointed to the
coming Christ, Jesus, Who would be the
One Sacrifice needed to save all people
from their sins. 
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Activity One - Place the items of the Tabernacle in their proper place by drawing lines
from the items at the top to the diagram at the bottom of the page.
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Activity Two - Does it belong in the Old Testament tabernacle or a church from today?
Draw lines to place the pictures where they belong.


Every Christian is called upon by God to publicly worship Him by hearing His
Word, repenting of his sins and receiving the Good News of forgiveness through


Jesus. 
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God
Risen


of
Lamb
Savior
Jesus


Activity Two - The children of Israel were told to burn sacrifices for their worship. These
sacrifices pointed to the coming Savior Who would take away the sins of the world. Use the
Word Box to fill in the names of Jesus below. The pictures will help
with the name.


L __ __ __     __ __     __ __ __         J__ __ __ __, 


  our R __ __ __ __     S __ __ __ __ __


Passages


1 John 1:7 - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”


Numbers 6:24-26 - “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon
you, and be gracious to you; the LORD lift us His countenance upon you, and give you


peace.”


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #2, v. 1-2, 6


To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there
When within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy seat.


I through Him am reconciled,
I through Him become Thy child.
Abba, Father, give me grace 
In Thy courts to seek Thy face.


From Thy house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,
“I have walked with God today.” Amen.
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Worship in the Tabernacle
Exodus 35-40; Leviticus 24; Numbers 6, 15


Do you know what the picture shows? It is the
Tabernacle of the Children of Israel when they were in the
wilderness coming from Egypt to Canaan.


Why did the LORD command Moses and the Children
of Israel to make this tabernacle?


What would all the sacrifices, offerings and worship
services point toward?


See if you can remember these questions and find the
answers in today’s lesson.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Help us to listen and learn today’s lesson about Old Testament worship. Help us also to learn that


You, O Lord Jesus, are the only way of salvation. Send Your Holy Spirit to be with us and our teacher
so that the lesson taught will bring Your true message to our hearts. Hear our prayer in Jesus’ name.
Amen.


The Story
(Taken from Exodus 35-40, Leviticus 24 and Numbers 6:15)


Sabbath Regulations
Then Moses gathered all the congregation


of the children of Israel together, and said to
them, "These are the words which the LORD has
commanded you to do: work shall be done for
six days, but the seventh day shall be a holy day
for you, a Sabbath of rest to the LORD. Whoever
does any work on it shall be put to death. You
shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings on
the Sabbath day." 


In Exodus and Numbers we hear about men
who were collecting sticks on the Sabbath and
they were stoned for their disobedience to this
law.


Offerings for the Tabernacle
Moses spoke to all the congregation of the


children of Israel asking for those with a willing
heart to bring offerings for the building of the


tabernacle. He also asked people to give of
their talents. Many people were needed to work
on the outside and inside of the tabernacle, on
all the cloth hangings and garments to be worn
by the priests, and also on the furnishings for the
inside. The LORD would give exact directions to
follow.


The children of Israel left Moses and brought
back articles for the tabernacle. Men and
women brought jewelry of gold, silver and
jewels, spices and oil, cloth, skins, and wood.
People skilled at certain tasks also came forward
to work. Men and women with a willing heart
brought material for all kinds of work which the
LORD, by the hand of Moses, had commanded
to be done. 


God called two men, Bezalel and Aholiab,
to be overseers of the tabernacle workmanship
and building. The LORD used their special
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abilities and gave them willing and able hearts
to fulfil His plans. Moses called Bezalel and
Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whose heart
the LORD had put wisdom, everyone whose
heart was stirred, to come and do the work. 


The children of Israel brought so much that
Moses had to stop them from bringing more.
THEY HAD GIVEN MORE THAN WAS NEEDED!
Building the Tabernacle


Then all the artistic workers made curtains
woven of fine linen and  blue, purple, and
scarlet thread with designs of cherubim on them.
They were made the size the LORD had told
Moses and were held together by gold clasps.  


They made curtains of goats' hair for the tent
over the tabernacle and a covering for the tent
of ram skins dyed red, and a covering of badger
skins above that. Boards covered in gold and
held together with gold bars and silver sockets
made up the outer sides of the tabernacle. All of
the tabernacle had to be made in such a way
that it could be taken apart and carried with
them as they roamed in  the wilderness.
The Ark of the Covenant or Testimony


Then Bezalel made the ark of wood and
overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and
made a molding of gold all around it. He made
wooden poles covered with gold so that the ark
could be carried. 


The mercy seat was also of pure gold with
two cherubim on each side, facing each other
with wings touching, covering the mercy seat.
This ark of the covenant was placed in a special
room called the Holy of Holies. This area was only
visited once a year and only by the High Priest.
Other Furnishings


Other furnishings of the Holy Place outside of
the Holy of Holies included a table for
showbread, a golden lampstand, and an altar
covered in gold, to burn incense. This area was
only visited by the priests who burned incense for
offerings.


The area outside of the Holy Place had an
altar of burnt offerings made of wood covered
with bronze. There was also a bronze basin or
large bowl on a pedestal. Once again all of
these furnishings had to be made to be
moveable and were exactly the size the LORD
commanded.


How the Priests Were Dressed
The garments of the High Priest were made


with blue, purple, and scarlet thread. They made
an ephod and breastplate of gold, blue, purple
and scarlet thread and woven linen. Bells of pure
gold were put on the hem of the robe. Onyx
stones set in gold were engraved with the
names of the twelve sons of Israel and then
placed in the breastplate. This ephod and
breastplate were worn by the High Priest. All of
the priests wore a turban of linen on their head
and a sash of linen with blue, purple and scarlet
thread woven into it. 
The Work Completed


Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the
tent of meeting was finished. And the children of
Israel did according to all that the LORD had
commanded Moses. They brought all that they
had made to the tabernacle and Moses blessed
it and placed it in the tabernacle as the LORD
had commanded him to do.
The Cloud and the Glory


Then the cloud covered the tabernacle and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Whenever the cloud was taken up from above
the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go
onward in all their journeys. But if the cloud was
not taken up, then they did not journey till the
day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the
LORD was above the tabernacle by day, and
fire was over it by night. 
The Priestly Blessing


And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:
"Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the
way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to
them: "The LORD bless you and keep you; the
LORD make His face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up His
countenance upon you, and give you peace."' 
Laws Concerning Offerings


The LORD commanded Moses to burn many
sacrifices for offerings. There were rules for
burning animals and rules for bringing grain and
drink offerings. Each offering was brought
according to the LORD’s directions. The priest
was in charge of the offerings and sacrifices.
Every sacrifice pointed to the coming Christ Who
would be the One Sacrifice needed to save all
people from their sins. 
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Outer Aim - The LORD established sacrifices and services for the welfare of His
people and to the glory of His Name.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Everything in the Old Testament worship pointed to Jesus,
the coming Messiah. In the Bible passages below underline the names and works of Jesus
that reflect this worship in the tabernacle. (There may be more than one in each.)


Hebrews 8:1 - “We have such a High Priest, Who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary 


of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.”


Hebrews 8:6 - “...as He is also Mediator of a better covenant.”


Hebrew 10:19-20 - “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, 


through the veil, that is, His flesh.”


1 Peter 1:18-19 - “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
like silver or gold, ... but with the precious blood of Christ, 


as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”


Inner Aim - Every Christian is called upon by God to publicly worship Him by
hearing His Word, repenting of his sins and receiving the Good News of
forgiveness through Jesus. 
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What the Story Tells Us - Place the items of the Tabernacle in their proper place by
drawing lines from the items at the top to the diagram at the bottom of the page.







Old Testament 5  Worship in the Tabernacle - Level 3


Your Turn - Read the chart below about the Church Year. Use colored pencils, crayons, or
markers to fill in the “color here” area of the chart.


The Church Year
FESTIVAL COLOR color here MEANING OF COLOR


Advent “coming” purple or blue royalty


Christmas white holiness


Epiphany “appearing” white holiness


Lent purple repentance


Good Friday black death


Easter white holiness


Pentecost red fire/purification


Trinity green life


Reformation red fire/purification


Thanksgiving red fire/purification


Passages


1 John 1:7 - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us
from all sin.”


Psalm 27:4 - “One thing I have desired of the LORD, that
will I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD.”


Numbers 6:24-26 - “The LORD bless you
and keep you; the LORD make His


face shine upon you, and be gracious
to you; the LORD lift us His


countenance upon you, and give you
peace.”


Hymn - TLH #2, v. 1-2, 6-7


To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there
When within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy seat.


I through Him am reconciled,
I through Him become Thy child.
Abba, Father, give me grace 
In Thy courts to seek Thy face.


While Thy ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Thy name,
Through their voice, by faith, may I
Hear Thee speaking from the sky.


From Thy house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,
“I have walked with God today.”


Find and underline references to the Old Testament worship that are found in the hymn stanzas
above. (There are at least 4)
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Worship in the Tabernacle
Exodus 35-40; Leviticus 24; Numbers 6, 15


Do you know what the picture shows? It is the Tabernacle of the Children of Israel when they
were in the wilderness coming from Egypt to Canaan.


Why did the LORD command Moses and the Children of Israel to make this tabernacle?
What would all the sacrifices, offerings and worship services point
towards? See if you can remember these questions and find the
answers in today’s lesson.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,


I thank You that You have made me, redeemed me and
brought me to saving faith. I thank You for my church and
Sunday School, for my pastor and teachers who have brought
me Your holy Word. May Your Word strengthen and guide me in
my life.
Help us to listen and learn today’s lesson about Old Testament worship. Help us to also learn that You,
O Lord Jesus, are the only way of salvation. Send Your Holy Spirit to be with us and our teacher so that
the lesson taught will bring Your true message to our hearts. Hear our prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story
(Taken from Exodus 35-40, Leviticus 24 and Numbers 6:15)


Sabbath Regulations
Then Moses gathered all the


congregation of the children of Israel together,
and said to them, "These are the words which
the LORD has commanded you to do: work
shall be done for six days, but the seventh day
shall be a holy day for you, a Sabbath of rest to
the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall
be put to death. You shall kindle no fire
throughout your dwellings on the Sabbath
day." 


In Exodus and Numbers we hear about
men who were collecting sticks on the
Sabbath and they were stoned for their
disobedience to this law.


Offerings for the Tabernacle
Moses spoke to all the congregation of


the children of Israel asking for those with a


willing heart to bring offerings for the building
of the tabernacle. He also asked for people to
give of their talents as well. Many people were
needed to work on the outside and inside of
the tabernacle, all the cloth hangings and
garments to be worn by the priests, and also
the furnishings for the inside and the LORD
would give exact directions to follow.


The children of Israel left Moses and
brought back articles for the tabernacle. Men
and women brought jewelry of gold, silver and
jewels, spices and oil, cloth, skins, and wood.
People gifted and skilled at certain tasks also
came forward to work The children of Israel
brought a freewill offering to the LORD, all the
men and women whose hearts were willing to
bring material for all kinds of work which the
LORD, by the hand of Moses, had
commanded to be done. God also called two
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certain men, Bezalel and Aholiab, to be
overseers of the tabernacle workmanship and
building. The LORD used their special abilities
and gave them and able hearts to fulfil His
plans. Moses called Bezalel and Aholiab, and
every gifted artisan in whose heart the LORD
had put wisdom, everyone whose heart was
stirred, to come and do the work.


The children of Israel brought so much in
offerings that Moses had to stop them from
bringing more. THEY HAD GIVEN MORE THAN
WAS NEEDED!


Building the Tabernacle
Then all the artistic workers made


curtains woven of fine linen and  blue, purple,
and scarlet thread with designs of cherubim on
them. They were made the size the LORD had
told Moses and were held together by gold
clasps.


They made curtains of goats' hair for the
tent over the tabernacle and a covering for
the tent of ram skins dyed red, and a covering
of badger skins above that. Boards covered in
gold and held together with gold bars and
silver sockets made up the outer sides of the
tabernacle. All of the tabernacle had to be
able to come apart and be carried and
moved as the children of Israel roamed in the
wilderness.


The Ark of the Covenant or Testimony
Then Bezalel made the ark of wood and


overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside,
and made a molding of gold all around it. He
made wooden poles covered with gold so
that the ark could be carried.


The mercy seat was also of pure gold
with two cherubim on each side of the mercy
seat facing each other with wings touching
covering the mercy seat. This ark of the
covenant was placed in a special room called
the Holy of Holies. This area was only visited
once a year and only by the High Priest.


Other Furnishings
Other furnishings of the Holy Place


outside of the Holy of Holies included a table
for showbread, a golden lampstand, and an
altar covered in gold to burn incense. This area


was only seen by the priests who burned
incense for offerings.


The area outside of the Holy Place had
an altar of burnt offerings made of wood
covered with bronze. Once again all of these
furnishings had to be made to be moveable
and were exactly the size the LORD
commanded. There was also a bronze basin or
large bowl on a pedestal.


How the Priests Were Dressed
The garments of the High Priest were


made with blue, purple, and scarlet thread.
They made an ephod and breastplate of gold,
blue, purple and scarlet thread and woven
linen. Bells of pure gold were put on the hem of
the robe. Onyx stones set in gold were
engraved with the names of the twelve sons of
Israel and then placed in the breastplate. This
ephod and breastplate were worn by the High
Priest. The High Priest and other priests also
wore a turban of linen on their head and a
sash of linen with blue, purple and scarlet
thread woven into it. 


The Work Completed
Thus all the work of the tabernacle of


the tent of meeting was finished. And the
children of Israel did according to all that the
LORD had commanded Moses. They brought
all that they had made to the tabernacle and
Moses blessed them and placed them in the
tabernacle as the LORD had commanded him
to do.


The Cloud and the Glory
Then the cloud covered the tabernacle


and the glory of the LORD filled the
tabernacle. Whenever the cloud was taken up
from above the tabernacle, the children of
Israel would go onward in all their journeys. But
if the cloud was not taken up, then they did
not journey till the day that it was taken up. For
the cloud of the LORD was above the
tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by
night.


The Priestly Blessing
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:


"Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the
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way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to
them: "The LORD bless you and keep you; the
LORD make His face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the LORD lift up His
countenance upon you, and give you
peace."' 


Laws Concerning Offerings
The LORD commanded Moses to burn


many sacrifices for offerings. There were rules


for burning animals and rules for bringing grain
and drink offerings. Each type of offering had
an amount and a method for taking before
the LORD. The priest was in charge of the
offerings and sacrifices. Every sacrifice pointed
to the coming Christ Who would be the One
Sacrifice needed to save all people from their
sins.


Outer Aim - The LORD established sacrifices and services for the welfare of His
people and to the glory of His Name.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Everything in the Old Testament worship pointed to Jesus, the
coming Messiah. In the Bible passages below underline the names and works of Jesus that
come from this worship in the tabernacle. (There may be more than one in each.)


Hebrews 8:1 - “We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of
the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary of the true tabernacle which the Lord


erected, and not man.”


Hebrews 8:6 - “...as He is also Mediator of a better covenant.”


Hebrew 10:19-20 - “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way which he consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His


flesh.”


1 Peter 1:18-19 - “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, ... but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”


Inner Aim - Every Christian is called upon by God to publicly worship Him by
hearing His Word, repenting of his sins and receiving the Good News of
forgiveness through Jesus. 







Old Testament 4 Worship in the Tabernacle - Level 4


What the Story Tells Us - Place the items of the Tabernacle in their proper place by
drawing lines from the items at the top to the diagram at the bottom of the page.
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The Third Commandment ©Sydow Catechism
Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.


What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not


despise His Word and the preaching of it; but we
should regard God’s Word as holy and gladly


hear and learn it.


Your Turn - Read the Third Commandment. Find the Bible passages and answer the
questions.
1.


1. Who listened to Jesus in Luke 10:39?
________________


2. Finish this passage: “Blessed are those
who ____________ the ___________ of God and
___________ it.” Luke 11:28


3. Look at Acts 17:10-11. What group
studied the Scriptures after Paul and Silas
spoke to them?


4.         Fill in the rest of Psalm 122:1 - “I was glad when they said to me, “________________________
____________________________________________________________.”


Passages


1 John 1:7 - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”


Psalm 27:4 - “One thing I have desire of the LORD, that will I seek; that I may dwell in the house of the
LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD.”


Numbers 6:24-26 - “The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make His face shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; the LORD lift us His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #2, v. 1-2, 6-7


To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there
When within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy seat.


I through Him am reconciled,
I through Him become Thy child.
Abba, Father, give me grace In
Thy courts to seek Thy face.


While Thy ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Thy name,
Through their voice, by faith, may
I Hear Thee speaking from the
sky.


From Thy house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say, “I
have walked with God today.”


***Find and underline or highlight references to the Old Testament worship in these hymn stanzas.
(There are at least 4)
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The Twelve Spies
Numbers 13 - 14
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The Story


After the children of Israel
wandered around in the wilderness they
came to the land of Canaan. The LORD
told Moses to spy out the land He was
giving to them. He told Moses to send
12 men to see what the land was like.
So Moses chose 12 men to be spies as
God had told him.


Moses told them to find out what
the land and people were like. Moses
said, “See if the people are strong or
weak, few or many. See if the land is
good or bad. See if the cities are strong
or weak. Bring back some of the things
that grow in the land.”


The 12 men went into the land of
Canaan and found the first grapes
were just getting ripe. They cut a
branch of grapes that was so heavy
two men had to carry it between them
on a pole. They also brought other fruits.


After 40 days the spies returned
from the land of Canaan. They came
back to Moses and Aaron and all the
people. The spies said, “We went to the
land where you sent us. It truly flows with
milk and honey, and this is its fruits.”
They showed them the grapes and
other fruit from the land.


Then the spies told them, “The
people who live in the land are strong.
Their cities are very large with walls built
around them.”


Caleb said, “Let us go at once.
We will be able to take the land.”


But some of the other spies said,
“The people who live there are stronger
than we are. The people are giants and
we seemed like grasshoppers next to


them. We will not be able to capture
the land.”


That night the people cried and
complained against Moses and Aaron.
They said, “If only we had died in Egypt
or in the wilderness. Why did the LORD
bring us here to be killed? Let us choose
a new leader and return to Egypt.”


Then two of the spies, Joshua and
Caleb, spoke to the people and said,
“The land is a very good land. If it is the
LORD’s will, He will bring us into this land
and give it to us. Do not turn against the
LORD. The LORD is with us. We need not
fear the enemy.”


The people were angry at Joshua
and Caleb and wanted to kill them with
stones. God was not happy with His
people. He told Moses He would let the
children of Israel die in the desert.


Moses prayed for God to forgive
the people.


Then the LORD told Moses that He
heard his prayer and forgave the
people. But everyone who was 20 years
old or older would not come into the
land of Canaan. They would die in the
desert because they had complained
against God. Only Joshua and Caleb
would enter the land of Canaan.


So Moses told the people that the
LORD said, “Your little ones I will bring
into the land which you have
despised.” 


Moses told them they were to go
back to the desert where they would
wander around for 40 years.







Old Testament 3  The Twelve Spies  - Level 1


Activity One - Circle each item below that the 12 spies found in the land of Canaan.


          


Many of God’s people did not enter the Promised Land 
due to their lack of trust.


Activity Two - 
Look at the following people.
Put an “X” on each person
that would not be allowed to
live in the land of Canaan. 


Why didn’t all the people get
to go into the land?


Our life is a time of
grace and blessings to
help unbelievers find


Jesus, their Savior.
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Passage - This passage tells us that it is important to pray to God.  Prayer is very powerful! 
What are some things that you pray about?


James 5:16 -  Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man


avails much.


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1, 3, 4


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear God,
Thank You for letting me learn about You. Help my faith to grow strong,


and keep me always trusting in You to guide me. Give me courage to share
Your good news of salvation with other people. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament The Twelve Spies - Level 2                7/24/2004


The Twelve Spies
Numbers 13 - 14







Old Testament 2  The Twelve Spies  - Level 2


The Story


After the Children of Israel
wandered around in the wilderness they
came to the land of Canaan. The LORD
told Moses to spy out the land he was
giving to them. He told Moses to send 12
men to see what the land was like. So
Moses chose 12 men to be spies as God
had told him.


Moses told them to find out what
the land and people were like. Moses
said, “See if the people are strong or
weak, few or many. See if the land is
good or bad. See if the cities are strong
or weak. Bring back some of the things
that grow in the land.”


The 12 men went into the land of
Canaan and found the first grapes were
just getting ripe. They cut a branch of
grapes that was so heavy two men had
to carry it between them on a pole. They
also brought other fruits.


After 40 days the spies returned
from the land of Canaan. They came
back to Moses and Aaron and all the
people. The spies said, “We went to the
land where you sent us. It truly flows with
milk and honey, and this is its fruits.” They
showed them the grapes and other fruit
from the land.


Then the spies told them, “The
people who live in the land are strong.
Their cities are very large with walls built
around them.”


Caleb said, “Let us go at once. We
will be able to take the land.”


But some of the other spies said,
“The people who live there are stronger
than we are. The people are giants and
we seemed like grasshoppers next to


them. We will not be able to capture the
land.


That night the people cried and
complained about Moses and Aaron.
They said, “If only we had died in Egypt
or in the wilderness. Why did the LORD
bring us here to be killed? Let us choose
a new leader and return to Egypt.”


Then two of the spies, Joshua and
Caleb, spoke to the people and said,
“The land is a very good land. If it is the
LORD’s will, He will bring us into this land
and give it to us. Do not turn against the
LORD. The LORD is with us. We need not
fear the enemy.”


The people were angry with Joshua
and Caleb and wanted to kill them with
stones. God was not happy with His
people. He told Moses He would let the
Children of Israel die in the desert.


Moses prayed for God to forgive
the people.


Then the LORD told Moses that He
heard his prayer and forgave the
people. But everyone who was 20 years
old or older would not come into the
land of Canaan. They would die in the
desert because they had complained
about God. Only Joshua and Caleb
would enter the land of Canaan.


So Moses told the people that the
LORD said, “Your little ones I will bring into
the land which you have despised.” 


Moses told them they were to go
back to the desert where they would
wander around for 40 years.
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Activity One - Read the following statements.  Circle T if the statement it true; circle F if
the statement is false.


1. T       F Joshua chose 12 men to look at the land of Canaan.


2. T       F The explorers returned with amazing reports about the land.


3. T       F The people complained about Moses and Aaron.


4. T       F The people wanted to stone the 12 explorers.


5. T       F Anyone older than 13 years old could not enter Canaan.


Many of God’s people did not enter the Promised Land 
due to their lack of trust.


Activity Two - Color each shape below that contains a star.  When you’ve completed
the puzzle, you’ll see the very important thing that Joshua and Caleb possessed!


Our life is a time of grace and blessings to help unbelievers find Jesus,
their Savior.
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Activity Three - Circle the letter of the correct answer in each of the following
questions.


1. What did the 12 spies discover about the land of Canaan?
a. The weather was beautiful.
b. It was a rich and abundant land.
c. The people living there were kind and friendly.


2. What did the people of Israel want to do?
a. Trust in God and go into the land of Canaan.
b. Wander around the desert
c. Choose a new leader and go back to Egypt.


3. What did Joshua and Caleb say to the people?
a. The LORD is with us. We need not fear.
b. You’re right. Let’s return to Egypt.
c. We should send another group of explorers.


Passages


James 5:16 -  Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails


much.


This passage tells us that it is important to pray to God.  Prayer is very powerful!  What are
some things that you pray about?
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Numbers 14:18  - 'The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, 


visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children 
to the third and fourth generation.'


How did God show His mercy for the children of Israel when they complained and did not
trust Him?


How did God punish the guilty for their sin of complaining and lack of faith in Him?


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1, 3, 4


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Prayer


Dear Father, 
We learned today how the children of Israel cut themselves off from the blessed
land of Canaan by choosing not to trust in You for guidance.  Help us always to
remember to look to You with faith and to firmly believe Your words, so that we
do not miss out on any of the blessings You have in store for us.  Teach us to live
our lives that others may learn about You, and also take part in all the blessings
You offer, especially the blessing of a Savior from sin.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                    The Twelve Spies - Level 3                                     7/24/04


The Twelve Spies
Numbers 13 - 14


 


“A land flowing with milk and honey.” What does that
mean? Does it sound like bad land?


The LORD had promised this land to Abraham and his
descendants. Moses had led the children of Israel to the
border into the land.  


Why won’t the children of Israel live in this wonderful land
for 40 more years? Why would those 20 years old and
older never see this “land flowing with milk and honey?”
Let’s look at today’s lesson for the answers.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirit into
my heart through Your Word which we are about to
study. Help me to learn not to make the same mistake Israel did and distrust You, but
give me a faith like Caleb and Joshua who said, “The LORD is with us.”  In Jesus’
name. Amen.


The Twelve Spies - Numbers 13 - 14


          The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
"Send men to spy out the land of Canaan,
which I am giving to the children of Israel.
From each of the 12 tribes you shall send
one of their leaders."


So Moses sent them saying, "Go and
see what the land is like: whether the
people who dwell in it are strong or weak,
few or many; whether the land they dwell
in is good or bad. Be of good courage and
bring some of the fruit of the land." 


So they went up and spied out the
land and they returned after forty days. 


They brought back word to them
and showed them the fruit of the land and
said,   "We went to the land where you sent
us. It truly flows with milk and honey.


Nevertheless the people who dwell in the
land are strong, and the cities are fortified
and very large." 


Then Caleb, one of the leaders who
had gone in to spy on the land quieted the
people and said, "Let us go up at once
and take possession, for we are well able
to overcome it." 


 But the other spies said, "We are not
able to go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we." 


And they gave the children of Israel
a bad report of the land which they had
spied out, saying, "All the people whom we
saw in it are giants of men and we look
small to them."


 So all the congregation wept that
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night and complained against Moses and
Aaron. They said, "If only we had died in
the land of Egypt or if only we had died in
this wilderness! Why has the LORD brought
us to this land? Would it not be better for us
to return to Egypt?" 


So they said to one another, "Let us
select a leader and return to Egypt." 


Then Moses and Aaron fell on their
faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the children of Israel. But
Joshua and Caleb, who were among
those who had spied out the land, tore
their clothes; and they spoke to all the
congregation of the children of Israel,
saying: "The land we passed through to spy
out is an exceedingly good land. Only do
not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the
people of the land, for the LORD is with us.
Do not fear them." 


All the congregation said to stone
Caleb and Joshua with stones. Now the
glory of the LORD appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the
children of Israel. Then the LORD said to
Moses: "How long will these people reject
Me? And how long will they not believe
Me, with all the signs which I have
performed among them?  I will strike them
with the pestilence and disinherit them,
and I will make of you a nation greater
and mightier than they." Moses said to the
LORD, "Now if You kill these people, then
the nations which have heard of Your
fame will speak, saying, 'Because the LORD


was not able to bring this people to the
land which He swore to give them,
therefore He killed them in the wilderness.'
Now, I pray, let the power of my LORD be
great. Pardon the iniquity of this people, I
pray, according to the greatness of Your
mercy." 


Then the LORD said to Moses, "I have
pardoned, according to your word, but
those who are twenty years and older who
have rejected Me certainly shall not see
the land of which I swore to their fathers.
They shall wander in the wilderness forty
years - one year for every day the spies
were gone. They shall die in the wilderness
and their children shall know the land
which they have despised. But Joshua and
Caleb, because they followed Me fully,
shall see the land."


The 10 spies who made a bad report
died of a plague before the LORD. Joshua
and Caleb survived. 


Then Moses told these words to all
the children of Israel, and the people
mourned greatly.  But they tried to enter
Canaan through the mountains.


Moses said, "Do not go up, lest you
be defeated by your enemies, for the
LORD will not be with you."


But the people  went up to the
mountaintop anyway. Then the Amalekites
and the Canaanites drove them back so
they could not enter Canaan.


Outer Aim - Many of God’s people did not enter the Promised Land due to their
lack of trust.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Number the following sentences in order 1-7 as they
happened in the lesson.


_______ They returned and 10 of the spies said they should not go into the land because
the people were too strong. Caleb and Joshua said, “The LORD is with us. Let us go
at once and take over the land. ”


_______ 12 leaders, 1 from each tribe, were sent out and told to bring back fruits of the
land and a report.


_______ God told Moses to send out spies into Canaan.


_______ The people tried to go into the land anyway, but were kept back by the
Amalekites and Canaanites.


_______ The children of Israel listened to the bad report and wanted to stone Caleb and
Joshua and go back to Egypt. 


_______ God would not let Israel go into Canaan for 40 years. Only those under age 20
would ever see the Promised Land. (Except for Caleb and Joshua)


_______ Moses pleaded with God for the people.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss the following Bible Passage and then fill in the
blanks using the words from the passage.


Romans 15:4 -  For whatever things were written before were written 
for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 


of the Scriptures might have hope.


1. This passage tell us to use the _______________________.


2. They were written for our  ________________________.


3. They give us ______________________, ________________________, and _________________.


Inner Aim - Our life is a time of grace and blessings to help unbelievers find
Jesus, their Savior.
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Passages - Fill in the blanks. Look up the passages in the Bible. (NKJV)


Numbers 14:18   -  The _________________ is ______________________________ and abundant in
_________________________ , _____________________ iniquity and transgression.


James 5:16  - ________________ your trespasses to one another, and ______________ for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a


_________________________ man avails much.


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1-5


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Now with the humble voice of prayer
Thy mercy we implore;
Then with a grateful voice of praise
Thy goodness we’ll adore.


Prayer


Dear Father, 
We learned today how the children of Israel cut themselves off from the blessed land of
Canaan by choosing not to trust in You for guidance.  Help us always to remember to look to
You with faith and firmly believe Your words, so that we do not miss out on any of the
blessings You have in store for us.  Teach us to live our lives that others may learn about You,
and also take part in all the blessings You offer, especially the blessing of a Savior from sin. 
Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament The Twelve Spies - Level 4        2/9/2002                  


The Twelve Spies
Numbers 13 - 14


 


“A land flowing with milk and honey.” What does that mean?
Does it sound like bad land?


The LORD had promised this land to Abraham and his
descendants. Moses had led the children of Israel to the
border of the land.  


Why won’t the children of Israel live in this wonderful land for
40 more years? Why would those 20 years old and older never
see this “land flowing with milk and honey?” Let’s look at
today’s lesson for the answers.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send your Holy Spirit into my
heart through Your Word that we are about to study. Help me
to learn not to make the same mistake Israel did and distrust
You, but give me a faith like Caleb and Joshua who said, “The
LORD is with us.”  In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Twelve Spies - Numbers 13 - 14


The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
"Send men to spy out the land of Canaan,
which I am giving to the children of Israel.
From each of the 12 tribes you shall send
one of their leaders."


So Moses sent them saying, "Go and
see what the land is like: whether the
people who dwell in it are strong or weak,
few or many; whether the land they dwell
in is good or bad. Be of good courage and
bring some of the fruit of the land." 


So they went up and spied out the
land and they returned after forty days. 


They brought back word to them
and showed them the fruit of the land and
said,   "We went to the land where you sent
us. It truly flows with milk and honey.
Nevertheless the people who dwell in the


land are strong, and the cities are fortified
and very large." 


Then Caleb, one of the leaders who
had gone in to spy on the land quieted the
people and said, "Let us go up at once
and take possession, for we are well able
to overcome it." 


 But the other spies said, "We are not
able to go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we." 


And they gave the children of Israel
a bad report of the land which they had
spied out, saying, "All the people whom we
saw in it are giants of men and we look
small to them."


 So all the congregation wept that
night and complained against Moses and
Aaron. They said, "If only we had died in
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the land of Egypt or if only we had died in
this wilderness! Why has the LORD brought
us to this land? Would it not be better for us
to return to Egypt?" 


So they said to one another, "Let us
select a leader and return to Egypt." 


Then Moses and Aaron fell on their
faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the children of Israel. But
Joshua and Caleb, who were among
those who had spied out the land, tore
their clothes; and they spoke to all the
congregation of the children of Israel,
saying: "The land we passed through to spy
out is an exceedingly good land. Only do
not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the
people of the land, for the LORD is with us.
Do not fear them." 


All the congregation said to stone
Caleb and Joshua with stones. Now the
glory of the LORD appeared in the
tabernacle of meeting before all the
children of Israel. Then the LORD said to
Moses: "How long will these people reject
Me? And how long will they not believe
Me, with all the signs which I have
performed among them?  I will strike them
with the pestilence and disinherit them,
and I will make of you a nation greater
and mightier than they." Moses said to the
LORD, "Now if You kill these people, then
the nations which have heard of Your
fame will speak, saying, 'Because the LORD


 was not able to bring this people to the
land which He swore to give them,
therefore He killed them in the wilderness.'
Now, I pray, let the power of my LORD be
great. Pardon the iniquity of this people, I
pray, according to the greatness of Your
mercy." 


Then the LORD said to Moses, "I have
pardoned, according to your word, but
those who are twenty years and older who
have rejected Me certainly shall not see
the land of which I swore to their fathers.
They shall wander in the wilderness forty
years - one year for every day the spies
were gone. They shall die in the wilderness
and their children shall know the land
which they have despised. But Joshua and
Caleb, because they followed Me fully,
shall see the land."


The 10 spies who made a bad report
died of a plague before the LORD. Joshua
and Caleb survived. 


Then Moses told these words to all
the children of Israel, and the people
mourned greatly.  But they tried to enter
Canaan through the mountains.


Moses said, "Do not go up, lest you
be defeated by your enemies, for the
LORD will not be with you."


But the people  went up to the
mountaintop anyway. Then the Amalekites
and the Canaanites drove them back so
they could not enter Canaan.


Outer Aim - Many of God’s people did not enter the Promised Land due to their
lack of trust.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Number the following sentences in order 1-7 how they
happened in the lesson.


_______ Moses pleaded with God for the people.


_______ The people tried to go into the land anyway, but were kept back by the
Amalekites and Canaanites.


_______ They returned and 10 of the spies said they should not go into the land because
the people were too strong. Caleb and Joshua said, “The LORD is with us. Let us go
at once and take over the land. ”


_______ 12 leaders, 1 from each tribe, were sent out and told to bring back fruits of the
land and a report.


_______ God told Moses to send out spies into Canaan.


_______ God would not let Israel go into Canaan for 40 years. Only those under age 20
would ever see the Promised Land. (Except for Caleb and Joshua)


_______ The children of Israel listened to the bad report and wanted to stone Caleb and
Joshua and go back to Egypt. 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss the following Bible Passage and the fill in the blanks
using the words from the passage.


Romans 15:4 -  For whatever things were written before were written 
for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort 


of the Scriptures might have hope.


1. This passage tell us to use the _______________________.


2. They were written for our  ________________________.


3. They give us ______________________, ________________________, and _________________.







Old Testament                                                                                      First Passover  - Level 44


Inner Aim - Our life is a time of grace and blessings to help unbelievers find
Jesus, their Savior.


Passages - Fill in the blanks. Look up the passages in th e Bible. (NKJV)


Numbers 14:18   -  The _________________ is ______________________________ and abundant in
_________________________ , _____________________ iniquity and transgression.


James 5:16  - ________________ your trespasses to one another, and ______________ for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a


_________________________ man avails much.


Hymn - TLH #434 v. 1-5


O God of Jacob, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed;
Who thro’ this weary pilgrimage
Hast all our fathers led.


Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before Thy throne of grace;
God of our fathers, be the God
Of their succeeding race.


Thro’ each perplexing path of life
Our wand’ring footsteps guide;
Give us each day our daily bread
And raiment fit provide.


Oh, spread Thy covering wings around
Till all our wanderings cease
And at our Father’s loved abode
Our souls arrive in peace.


Now with the humble voice of prayer
Thy mercy we implore;
Then with a grateful voice of praise
Thy goodness we’ll adore.


Prayer


Dear Father, 
We learned today how the children of Israel cut themselves off from the blessed land of
Canaan by choosing not to trust in You for guidance.  Help us always to remember to look to
You with faith and firmly believe Your words, so that we do not miss out on any of the
blessings You have in store for us.  Teach us to live our lives that others may learn about You,
and also take part in all the blessings You offer, especially the blessing of a Savior from sin. 
Amen.
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The Twelve Spies - Numbers 13 and 14 (refer also to Deut. ch. 1 for a rehearsal account)


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father, whom I claim in Jesus’ name, infuse my heart with Your love and mercy so that I can
work as Your servant in this classroom. Also get my brain working at best capacity so that I use your
Word correctly; then give me the most effective language skills, the most effective psychological
techniques, and the most effective “presence” to be what You want me to be for these Your children.
Thank you. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Numbers - actually means numbers; Moses made a head count of men fit for military service. Ch.1
reports them as numbering 603,550; in Ch. 3 the Levites were counted--numbering 22,000 for their
service career as clergy.


Spies - It made sense to scout the territory they were going to invade--to evaluate the strengths of the
native population as the enemy; so this was a covert military expedition.


Locate map places such as Wilderness of Zin--the rift valley stretching from Dead Sea to Gulf of
Akaba; Hebron--20 miles south of Jerusalem; Rehob--in the north, later known as Dan. Kadesh - at
bottom border of Canaan.


OUTER AIM
The record of Israel shows how they cut themselves off from the blessings available to them.


INNER AIM
Our life is a time of grace for our blessing and a time to help the unbeliever find God as Savior.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 210-214)
Since our last story-episode in God’s Bible History, the children of Israel had their first census
(Numbers chs.1-3) for military duty, for clergy responsibilities, and for other preparations needed to
“move on out” from Sinai. When complaints came against the food (God’s manna), or the leadership
(God’s man Moses), God dealt out some tough love. By the time our story-episode opens in chapter
13, they had progressed close to the southern border of Palestine (Canaan).


vs. 1-16
In this first tour across the desert (still ahead many years of being nomads), they got close enough to
send out an expeditionary force to do some scouting of the territory. The LORD directed Moses how
to select the men for the job--one from each tribe would create fair representation. They were going
out as a survey team, not to engage in combat.


vs. 17-26
Their job was to scout out military forces, survey the ecology and economy of the country, its crops
and population factors. They took forty days to get a good survey of their new homeland.


vs. 27-29
When they returned, they used visual aids to support their claim that the place was fertile and
productive and reported that its citizens were strong enough to defend their territory.







Page 2The Twelve Spies - Teacher’s Notes


vs. 30
This report evidently scared the Jews, who needed quieting down so Caleb could bring his recommendation:
“Let us go up at once (without further delay) and take possession, for we are able to overcome it.”


vs. 31-33
Caleb’s encouragement was undercut by the faithless cowardice of the other ten scouts.


Ch.14: 1-4
Their pessimism infected others. The whole nation lodged complaint against the LORD and was about to
depose Moses for any substitute who could lead them in retreat back to Egypt.


vs.5-9
Moses and Aaron, Joshua and Caleb were still confident that the LORD was on their side: Only do not
rebel...Do not fear them... are the anguished words of a pastor in fear for the souls and earthly safety of his
congregation.


vs. 10
The plea did not work. Satan brought the nation to a new low in rejecting their God-revering leaders. So the
LORD stepped in to set things back on course for His purposes.


vs.11-12
God was disappointed and pained enough to discard the whole group of unbelievers.


vs.13-19
Moses could see that God’s position and reputation were at stake; so he pleaded with the LORD to maintain His
program of mercy (rather than anger) and to do the merciful thing of forgiving this sin, just as He had been
doing time and again. The power of faith, holding God to His word and appealing to His heart of love WORKS!


vs. 20-22
The LORD pardoned just as Moses asked. However, the whole group of complainers, unbelievers, rebels--from
oldest to youngest--would learn the ultimate lesson of how bad it was that they had robbed themselves of any
future in the country God had prepared for them.


vs. 23
There’s an earthly penalty that comes from opposing God; Satan has no intention of blessing anyone who
leaves God’s care.


vs. 24
Caleb’s different spirit (like Joshua’s) spared him from the fate (see vv. 36-38) of the other ten who had
badmouthed the LORD.


vs. 25-27
So it was going to be a retreat from the border of the Promised Land. God was very precise about the
consequences that disobedience (which comes from not believing or trusting in God) produces. Here’s the bad
news: a) you will get what you asked for, (and more) b) you will not enter Canaan, (but die in the wilderness) c)
your generation will be stuck in the wilderness for forty years d) you will all die off, one-by-one (or in groups)
e) while the babies born will grow up and receive what you rejected.
vs. 39-40
Contrariness was still in their hearts; they next wanted what God said they could not have.
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vs. 41-45
So they had to be told they were headed for another dead-end if they disobeyed; which is what they did,
anyway, and received what they deserved--because they had deserted their LORD God.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear God, I’m thankful that I’m learning to know You better in Sunday School; but I need a lot of help to live
as You want me to. So train my heart and soul to love You and desire to serve You. Bless me, please, in
Jesus’ name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Abbreviate the sequence of events; but read verbatim the verses that have special such importance, as the
orders to the scouting expeditionary force (ch.13:17-20). A land flowing with milk and honey means that the
countryside was good for dairy animals as well as for wild species. It was rich in resources, with an agreeable
climate, having wild game aplenty in woods and lakes. It had good grazing and pasture land, suitable for
orchards and crops. (It was more productive and rich than Wisconsin. When settlers arrived here they found
wild game aplenty and native Americans doing some subsistence agriculture. Yet it was a different situation in
that God did not give settlers in Wisconsin permission to shove out the Chippewa nation already living here.
Nor does He authorize us to invade Cuba or Canada or Mexico. The Jews were special, and so was the land He
had promised to Abraham.)


Since the history of God’s people is so important as example, God has given us two additional reminders: 1)
Psalm 106 gives a poetic review of the whole sequence of events from Passover to Takeover of Canaan. 2) I
Cor. 10:5-12.


APPLICATIONS
Most beneficial is 1 Cor. 10:5-12, which should be read with the students as introduction and again as closure,
for it presents three distinct phases of involvement: 1) what happened back then came first, 2) then writing it in
the Bible came second, and finally, 3) learning from their bad example is God’s main point and purpose for us.


Emphasize the words like our example...to the intent we should not lust...nor let us tempt Christ...written for our
admonition. It is basically a very sad story, and the only good thing to come of it is whatever we can learn from
it for our own lives.


So since God always wants to bless us, let’s be careful not to shove the blessings aside in fear of fighting the
good fight of faith. He’s not asking too much of us that we resist the temptations of worldliness (represented by
Egypt); He’s not asking too much of us that we should squelch the inner voice that complains, “I don’t want to
go to the trouble of being faithful to my Savior.” Our warfare is against the evil kingdom; the battlefield is
inside our hearts and souls. Let’s do a better job of preparing ourselves than did the Jews.


Life on the frontier was not easy for settlers, but it toughened them so they survived (with many gravestones
along the way) to become our great grandparents. (Illustrate with any old photo album or National Geography
with pictures of settlers or Indian scouts or native Americans.)


When we have easy living, we are tempted to not want to do as God tells us; we think we cannot handle His
new challenge or go in His new direction to a new life that will be even better. That was the challenge your
parents and/or grandparents had in leaving the churches they were raised in, when they started a new synod in
the sixties. It was always a temptation to go back to what was familiar and comfortable rather than follow His
Word forward into the unknown.







Page 4The Twelve Spies - Teacher’s Notes


We also need to learn the difference between punishment and chastisement. Punishment is what God sends
upon the unrepentant child of Satan; chastisement is what God administers to His repentant child. Thus the
forty years of marking time outside Canaan was a punishment for the rebel, but the same forty years was a
chastening for the person who accepted it as a time of preparation for the Promised Land. In real time, life is a
time of grace for the unbeliever to find the Savior; for the believer, it’s time to help the unbeliever find the
Savior.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Numbers 14:18 - The LORD is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression.
James 5:16 - Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.


Middle any of the above and...
Romans 15:4 - For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.


Hebrews 3:12-13 - Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.


Upper any of the above and...
Hebrews 12: 5-6 - My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.


I Cor. 10: 6 - Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as
they also lusted.


I Cor. 10: 11-12 - Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they are written for our
admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest
he fall.


HYMN CHOICES
“Lord, As Thou Wilt, Deal Thou With Me” (TLH #406 1-2)
“O God Of Jacob, By Whose Hand” (TLH #434 1-5)
“Jesus, Lead Thou On” (TLH #410 1-4)
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The Story


The people of Israel had been
camping in the desert for 40 years.  Does
anyone remember why they had to spend
40 years in the desert?  (They had shown
distrust in the Lord when the twelve spies
gave their report.  They didn’t trust God to
help them fight their enemies.)  The people
of Israel were tired of living in the desert
and were eager to get to their new land.


Moses asked the King of Edom if they
could take a short cut through his country. 
Moses promised the king, “We will not go
into any of your fields or eat any of your
food.  We will not take any water from your
wells unless we pay for it.  We will only stay
on the road.”


But the King of Edom said, “No, you
may not come through my country.”  Then
he sent his soldiers to make sure the
Israelites did not come into his country.


The people of Israel were
discouraged.  Now they would have to
walk hundreds of miles around the country
of Edom.  That would take a long time. 
What a long, hot walk that would be!


The people were so unhappy they
started to complain against God and
against Moses.  “Why did you make us
leave Egypt to die in the desert?” (They
were forgetting that many years before
they had prayed to God to help them get
free from slavery in Egypt.)  The people
cried, “There is no bread or water, and
we’re sick of this miserable food!”


In all of their grumbling and
complaining they were forgetting how God
had miraculously given them water from a
rock, and that God sent them manna
every morning.  They were in no danger of


dying in the desert from lack of food
or water with their loving heavenly
Father providing for all their needs.


This was a sin not to thank God
for His blessings, but to complain
instead.  They were showing that
they were not trusting God to
provide for them.
            So the Lord sent poisonous
snakes among the people.  They bit
the people, and many in Israel died. 
The people came to Moses.  “We’ve
sinned,” they said, “by talking
against the Lord and against you. 
Pray to the Lord to take the snakes
away from us.”


Moses prayed for the people. 
God would show His love for His
people by saving them.


“Make a snake,” the Lord told
Moses, “and put it on a pole.  When
anyone who is bitten looks at it, he
will live.”


Moses made a bronze snake
(out of metal) and put it on a pole. 
When a snake bit a man, he looked
at the bronze snake and stayed
alive.


When the children of Israel
turned away from God, He


chastised them and lovingly
brought them back.


The bronze serpent is a picture
of Christ 


on the cross, 
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the cure for our souls.


Activity One & Passages
- Color the pictures as you review
the Bible passages.


"And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that


whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have


eternal life.”
John 3:14-15


"For God so loved the world
that He gave His only


begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not


perish but have 
everlasting life.”


John 3:16
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Activity Two  - Circle T if the sentence is TRUE or F if the sentence is FALSE.


1. T F The people of Israel thanked God for their food.


2. T F The complaining of the people was a sin.


3. T F God sent harmless snakes to bite them.


4. T F The people were not sorry for their sins.


5. T F They asked Moses to pray for them.


6. T F God told Moses to put a bronze snake on a dish.


7. T F Everyone who looked at the snake lived.


8. T F God showed His love for them by saving them.


9. T F God forgave their sins.


Hymn - TLH #394 v. 1


My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
Oh, let me from this day be wholly Thine!


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, we admit that we sin against You every day when we
complain and don’t obey our parents and teachers. We are sorry for our sins
and ask that You forgive us for Jesus’ sake. We know that You will save us
because You love us. We pray that You will help us to always trust that Jesus
paid for all our sins on the cross.  Help us to trust in Your promise of eternal life. 
We thank You for Your love and mercy.  Amen.
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The Story
The people of Israel had been


camping in the desert for 40 years.  Does
anyone remember why they had to spend
40 years in the desert?  (They had shown
distrust in the Lord when the 12 spies gave
their report.  They didn’t trust God to help
them fight their enemies.)  The people of
Israel were tired of living in the desert and
were eager to get to their new land.


Moses asked the King of Edom if they
could take a short cut through his country. 
Moses promised the king, “We will not go
into any of your fields or eat any of your
food.  We will not take any water from your
wells unless we pay for it.  We will only stay
on the road.”


But the King of Edom said, “No, you
may not come through my country.”  Then
he sent his soldiers to make sure the
Israelites did not come into his country.


The people of Israel were
discouraged.  Now they would have to
walk hundreds of miles around the country
of Edom.  That would take a long time. 
What a long, hot walk that would be!


The people were so unhappy they
started to complain against God and
against Moses.  “Why did you make us
leave Egypt to die in the desert?” (They
were forgetting that many years before
they had prayed to God to help them get
free from slavery in Egypt.)  The people
cried, “There is no bread or water, and
we’re sick of this miserable food!”


In all of their grumbling and
complaining they were forgetting how
God had miraculously given them water
from a rock, and that God sent them
manna every morning.  They were in no
danger of dying in the desert from lack of
food or water with their loving heavenly
Father providing for all their needs.


This was a sin to complain rather
than thank God. They were showing
that they were not trusting God to
provide for them.
            So the Lord sent poisonous
snakes.  They bit the people, and many
Israelites died.  The people came to
Moses.  “We’ve sinned,” they said, “by
talking against the Lord and against
you.  Pray to the Lord to take the snakes
away from us.”


Moses prayed for the people. 
God would show His love for His people
by saving them.


“Make a snake,” the Lord told
Moses, “and put it on a pole.  When
anyone who is bitten looks at it, he will
live.”


Moses made a bronze snake (out
of metal) and put it on a pole.  When a
snake bit a man, he looked at the
bronze snake and stayed alive.


When the Children of Israel
turned away from God, He


chastised them and lovingly
brought them back.


The bronze serpent is a picture
of Christ 


on the cross, 
the cure for our souls.
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Activity One  - Fill in the blanks with the words from the cross.


1. The people of Israel complained against
________________ and Moses.


2. This complaining was a
_________________.


3. God sent poisonous _________________
to bite the people.


4. The people were ______________ for their
sins.


5. They asked ________________ to pray for
them.


6. God told Moses to put a bronze snake on a __________________.


7. Everyone who looked at the snake ___________________.


8. God ______________________ their sins.


9. God showed His ___________________ by saving them.


Activity Two  - Fill in the blanks with the words from John 3:14-16(NKJV).


"And as ____________ lifted up the ______________ in the wilderness, even so must


the __________   _______ ___________ be lifted up, that whoever _____________ in


Him should not _______________ but have ________________   _________________.


For ___________ so ______________ the ______________ that He ______________ His


only begotten ___________, that whoever ______________ in Him should not


________________ but have 


_____________________   __________________.”


sin


sorry


forgave   lived   snakes


Moses


God


pole


love







Old Testament 4 Bronze Serpent in Wilderness - Level 2 


Activity Three - Color only the spaces with the letters  L  O  V  E.


Hymn - TLH #394 v. 1, 2


My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary,  Savior divine.
Now hear me while I pray;
Take all my guilt away;
Oh, let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine!


May Thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me, 
Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm and changeless be,
A living fire!


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, we admit that we sin against You every day when we
complain and don’t obey our parents and teachers. We are sorry for our sins
and ask that You forgive us for Jesus’ sake. We know that You will save us
because You love us. We pray that You will help us to always trust that Jesus
paid for all our sins on the cross.  Help us to trust in Your promise of eternal life. 
We thank You for Your love and mercy.  Amen.
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How could this animal be dangerous?


What do you think would be a cure for a snake bite? 


What would happen if you didn’t get a cure for the bite?


Prayer


Dear Lord, As I study Your Word today, send Your Holy
Spirit to open my heart to learn and believe Your
message. Teach me to obey Your commands and to
realize that Jesus Christ is the only remedy for my sin. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


The Story - Numbers 20:14 - 21:9


Now Moses sent messengers from
Kadesh to the king of Edom. "Thus says your
brother Israel: 


'You know all the hardship that has
befallen us, {15} 'how our fathers went
down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a
long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us
and our fathers. {16} 'When we cried out to
the LORD, He heard our voice and sent the
Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; 
now here we are in Kadesh, a city on the
edge of your border. {17} 'Please let us pass
through your country. We will not pass
through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink
water from wells; we will go along the
King's Highway; we will not turn aside to the
right hand or to the left until we have
passed through your territory.'" 


{18} Then Edom said to him, "You
shall not pass through my land, lest I come
out against you with the sword." 


{19} So the children of Israel said to
him, "We will go by the Highway, and if I


or my livestock drink any of your
water, then I will pay for it; let me only
pass through on foot, nothing more." 


{20} Then he said, "You shall not
pass through." So Edom came out
against them with many men and with
a strong hand. {21} Thus Edom refused
to give Israel passage through his
territory; so Israel turned away from
him. 


{22} Now the children of Israel,
the whole congregation, journeyed
from Kadesh and came to Mount Hor.
{23} And the LORD spoke to Moses
and Aaron in Mount Hor by the border
of the land of Edom, saying: {24}
"Aaron shall be gathered to his
people, for he shall not enter the land
which I have given to the children of
Israel, because you rebelled against
My word at the water of Meribah. {25}
"Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and
bring them up to Mount Hor; {26} "and
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strip Aaron of his garments and put them
on Eleazar his son; for Aaron shall be
gathered to his people and die there." 


{27} So Moses did just as the LORD
commanded, and they went up to Mount
Hor in the sight of all the congregation. {28}
Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and
put them on Eleazar his son; and Aaron
died there on the top of the mountain.
Then Moses and Eleazar came down from
the mountain. {29} Now when all the
congregation saw that Aaron was dead,
all the house of Israel mourned for Aaron
thirty days.


 The king of Arad, the Canaanite,
who dwelt in the South, heard that Israel
was coming on the road to Atharim, then
he fought against Israel and took some of
them prisoners. {2} So Israel made a vow to
the LORD, and said, "If You will indeed
deliver this people into my hand, then I will
utterly destroy their cities." {3} And the
LORD listened to the voice of Israel and
delivered up the Canaanites, and they
utterly destroyed them and their cities. So
the name of that place was called
Hormah. 


{4} Then they journeyed from
Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea,
to go around the land of Edom; and
the soul of the people became very
discouraged on the way. {5} And the
people spoke against God and
against Moses: "Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food
and no water, and our soul loathes this
worthless bread." 


{6} So the LORD sent fiery
serpents among the people, and they
bit the people; and many of the
people of Israel died. {7} Therefore the
people came to Moses, and said, "We
have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you;
pray to the LORD that He take away
the serpents from us." So Moses prayed
for the people. 


{8} Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a
pole; and it shall be that everyone
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall
live." {9} So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it
was, if a serpent had bitten anyone,
when he looked at the bronze
serpent, he lived.


Outer Aim - When the children of Israel turned away from God, He chastised
them and lovingly brought them back.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blank with the correct word or words.


1. The king of __________________ would not let the children of Israel pass through
his land.


2. When Aaron died, his son _____________________ became the new
___________________.


3. On the way around Edom, the children of Israel became very ________________.


4. They spoke against ______________________ and said, “Why have you brought us
up out of Egypt to ______________ in the ______________________?”


5. The Lord sent fiery ______________________, and they bit the people and many of
them _________________.


6. The people confessed to Moses that they had ____________________ and Moses
______________________ for the people.


7. The Lord told Moses to put a ____________________ serpent on a pole.


8. Everyone who looked at the serpent _____________________________.


Inner Aim 1 - Although God deals severely with sinfulness, He deals graciously
with repentant sinners.


What God Tells Us - Mark each statement (T)rue or (F)alse.


1. _____ God sent the fiery serpents in order to teach the Israelites a lesson.


2. _____ When problems come to us, they are God’s way of punishing us for our
sins.


3. _____ We should try to solve our problems on our own.


4. _____ The only way our sin problem can be cured is to look to God in faith and
repentance.
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What God’s Word Also Tells Us - The bronze serpent is a type or picture of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Match the statements from the story with the statements about Jesus.


1. _____ The children of Israel were
infected by poisonous venom.


2. _____ The snake bite resulted in
death.


3. _____ The bronze serpent was
raised up on a pole.


4. _____ All who looked at the
serpent would live.


A. All who believe in Jesus as their
Savior will be saved.


B. We are all sinful.


C. Jesus was raised up on a cross.


D. The punishment for sin is eternal
death.


Inner Aim 2 - The bronze serpent is a picture of Christ on the cross, the cure for
our souls.


Your Turn - Use the messages from the story, passages, and hymn to complete the
following activities.


1. Someone you know is feeling extremely guilty about something she has done.
What could you tell her to comfort her?


2. You have been talking to your friend about Jesus and the Bible. Your friend says,
“I believe in God, but there are just some things in the Bible that I can’t believe
because they don’t make sense to me.” What could you say to him?


Passages


John 3:14-16  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that


whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”


John 12:32  "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."


1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
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Hymn - TLH 171, v. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7. Choose one verse that explains our problem and one verse
that gives the cure.


Upon the cross extended,
See, world, thy Lord suspended,
Thy Savior yields His breath.
The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself hath freely given
To shame and blows and bitter death.


Who is it that hath bruised Thee?
Who hath so sore abused Thee
And caused Thee all Thy woe?
While we must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression,
Thou deeds of evil dost not know.


I caused Thy grief and sighing
By evils multiplying
As countless as the sands.
I caused the woes unnumbered
With which Thy soul is cumbered,
Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands.


The load Thou takest on Thee,
That pressed so sorely on me,
It crushed me to the ground,
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
My healing in Thy wounds is found.


A crown of thorns Thou wearest,
My shame and scorn Thou bearest,
That I might ransomed be.
My Bondsman, ever willing,
My place with patience filling,
From sin and guilt hast made me free.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
When problems occur in my life, show me that these are intended to turn me to


You. When I remember what You have done to cure me of my sin sickness, I realize
how greatly You have blessed me. Help me to remember this all my life and to share it
with others. In Your name I pray.  Amen.
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If you were sick, you might go to this man for help.


What other kind of sickness do people have besides bodily sickness? 


To where do we turn for the cure of soul sickness?


Prayer


Create in me a clean heart, Lord,
That gladly I obey Thy Word
And naught but what Thou wilt desire,
With such new life my soul inspire. Amen.


The Story - Numbers 20:14 - 21:9


Now Moses sent messengers from
Kadesh to the king of Edom. "Thus says your
brother Israel: 


'You know all the hardship that has
befallen us, {15} 'how our fathers went down
to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time,
and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers.
{16} 'When we cried out to the LORD, He
heard our voice and sent the Angel and
brought us up out of Egypt; 


now here we are in Kadesh, a city on
the edge of your border. {17} 'Please let us
pass through your country. We will not pass
through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink
water from wells; we will go along the King's
Highway; we will not turn aside to the right
hand or to the left until we have passed
through your territory.'" 


{18} Then Edom said to him,
 "You shall not pass through my land,


lest I come out against you with the sword." 
{19} So the children of Israel said to him, 
"We will go by the Highway, and if I or


my livestock drink any of your water, then I will


pay for it; let me only pass through on
foot, nothing more." 


{20} Then he said, 
"You shall not pass through."
So Edom came out against them


with many men and with a strong hand.
{21} Thus Edom refused to give Israel
passage through his territory; so Israel
turned away from him. 


{22} Then the children of Israel,
the whole congregation, journeyed
from Kadesh and came to Mount Hor.
{23} And the LORD spoke to Moses and
Aaron in Mount Hor by the border of the
land of Edom, saying: {24} "Aaron shall
be gathered to his people, for he shall
not enter the land which I have given to
the children of Israel, because you
rebelled against My word at the water
of Meribah. {25} "Take Aaron and
Eleazar his son, and bring them up to
Mount Hor; {26} "and strip Aaron of his
garments and put them on Eleazar his
son; for Aaron shall be gathered to his
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people and die there." 
{27} So Moses did just as the LORD


commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor
in the sight of all the congregation. {28} Moses
stripped Aaron of his garments and put them
on Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there on
the top of the mountain. Then Moses and
Eleazar came down from the mountain. {29}
Now when all the congregation saw that
Aaron was dead, all the house of Israel
mourned for Aaron thirty days.


 The king of Arad, the Canaanite, who
dwelt in the South, heard that Israel was
coming on the road to Atharim, then he
fought against Israel and took some of them
prisoners. {2} So Israel made a vow to the
LORD, and said, "If You will indeed deliver this
people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy
their cities." {3} And the LORD listened to the
voice of Israel and delivered up the
Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them
and their cities. So the name of that place
was called Hormah.


{4} Then they journeyed from Mount Hor
by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; and the soul of the people


became very discouraged on the way.
{5} And the people spoke against God
and against Moses: "Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and our soul loathes this
worthless bread." {6} So the LORD sent
fiery serpents among the people, and
they bit the people; and many of the
people of Israel died. {7} Therefore the
people came to Moses, and said, "We
have sinned, for we have spoken
against the LORD and against you; pray
to the LORD that He take away the
serpents from us." So Moses prayed for
the people. {8} Then the LORD said to
Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it
on a pole; and it shall be that everyone
who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall
live." {9} So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it
was, if a serpent had bitten anyone,
when he looked at the bronze serpent,
he lived.


Record Any Notes Here:


Outer Aim - When the children of Israel turned away from God, He chastised them
and lovingly brought them back.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions from the Bible lesson.


1. What land were the Israelites not allowed to pass through?


2. Who died at the top of Mount Hor?


3.  Who was appointed the next High Priest?


4.  Whom did the Lord deliver to the Israelites?


5.  As the Israelites were going around Edom, how did they begin feeling?


6.  What did the people complain about?


7.  To whom did they complain?


8.  What did the Lord send to the people?


9.  What began to happen to many of the people?


10.  What did the people say in their requests to Moses?


11. What did the Lord tell Moses to do?


12.  How were the people cured?


Inner Aim 1 - Although God deals severely with sinfulness, He deals graciously with
repentant sinners.


What God Tells Us - Read and discuss the following.


1. Read I Corinthians 10:5-11.  These verses speak of the many chastisements God sent His
people. 


a. Why did God send the serpents to the Israelites?
b. How are we often like the children of Israel in this lesson?
c. Why does God often send chastisements to His children?
d. What will God do if we confess our sins and repent of them?
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2. The bronze serpent is a type, or picture, of our Savior Jesus Christ.  For each of the
following statements from the lesson, explain what they are a picture of regarding us
and our Savior. 


a. The Children of Israel were infected by a poisonous venom:


b. If left to run its course, the snakebite would result in death:


c. The bronze serpent was raised up on a pole:


d. Those who looked at the bronze serpent would be cured of the snakebite and
live:


3. Read John 3:14-16 (see passages section).  From this passage and from your previous
answers, explain why the Israelites with the bronze serpent, and we with our Savior, must
by faith, not reason, receive the cure and live.


Inner Aim 2 - The bronze serpent is a picture of Christ on the cross, the cure for our
souls.


Passages - Discuss together how these passages apply to our lesson today.


John 3:14-16  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him


should not perish but have everlasting life.”


John 12:32  "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."


1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”


Lamentations 3:22-24  Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my


portion," says my soul, "Therefore I hope in Him!"


Hymn - TLH #171, v. 1, 3, 4, 6, 7. Read these verses and discuss them.


Upon the cross extended,
See, world, thy Lord suspended,
Thy Savior yields His breath.
The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself hath freely given
To shame and blows and bitter death.


Who is it that hath bruised Thee?
Who hath so sore abused Thee
And caused Thee all Thy woe?
While we must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression,
Thou deeds of evil dost not know.
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I caused Thy grief and sighing
By evils multiplying
As countless as the sands.
I caused the woes unnumbered
With which Thy soul is cumbered,
Thy sorrows raised by wicked hands.


The load Thou takest on Thee,
That pressed so sorely on me,
It crushed me to the ground,
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
My healing in Thy wounds is found.


A crown of thorns Thou wearest,
My shame and scorn Thou bearest,
That I might ransomed be.
My Bondsman, ever willing,
My place with patience filling,
From sin and guilt hast made me free.


Prayer


Thy cross I’ll place before me,
Its saving power be o’er me,
Wherever I may be;
Thine innocence revealing,
Thy love and mercy sealing,
The pledge of truth and constancy.
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STORY 8/17/04
The Bronze Serpent in the Wilderness - Numbers 20:14 - 21:9 (and Deut. 2:1-9)


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, I am ready and willing to teach again today. In Your loving kindness bring blessing to
me and my class as we study Your holy Word. May the meditation of my heart and the words of my
mouth be acceptable to You. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Brazen serpent (KJV) - bronze serpent (NKJV) Bronze is a metal alloy composed chiefly of copper
and tin melted together; this was cast into a serpentine form in a soil/sand mold.
Edom - the land of Idumea, named after the descendants of Esau who were regarded in the Mosaic
Law as brothers to the Israelites.
Mt. Hor - the mountain on the east side of Arabah, halfway between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of
Akaba; highest and wildest of the whole Edomite range.


OUTER AIM (various options and angles here are usable)
When Israel broke its bond with God by its sinful thoughts, words, and deeds, the Lord brought them
back with His tough love. OR: God cured snakebite in a most miraculous way.


INNER AIM
Though God deals severely with sinfulness, He also deals generously with repentant sinners; and the
brass serpent on the pole represents Christ on the cross.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 220-221)
Forty years of nomadic wandering had passed; a new generation had grown up that had seen neither
Egypt nor Canaan, but only nomadic campgrounds. These children had opportunity to start over in a
life that their parents had messed up for themselves. Nonetheless, this new generation proved to
have the same spiritual DNA as their parents and grandparents had. (A personality is not easily
altered, and only God can do a complete overhaul.)
Ch. 20, vs. 14-21
This can be treated without much explanation, for the events are simple enough. Israel was at
Kadesh, at the south end of Canaan. Moses asked permission for safe passage (not an invasion)
through the homeland of their “cousins.” Though Moses repeatedly pledged to be most careful not to
impact on Edom’s countryside and resources, the king of Edom stubbornly denied them access or
passage. When conditions began to take on the look of a military confrontation, Moses/Israel backed
off, realizing it would mean another detour and delay before arriving safely in Canaan.
vs. 22-29
At Mt. Hor the Lord replaced Aaron with Eleazar as chief priest. A one-month delay followed to
mourn over their loss of such a great man.
Ch. 21, vs. 1-4
In a border clash, the defending Canaanites gained a small victory. It seems that Israel was
continually testing the Lord, and He was training them to realize that they needed to depend on Him
rather than on their own resources.
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vs. 4
From Mt. Hor they went southward toward the tip of the Gulf of Akaba (also called “Red Sea”) in order to back
away from the land of Edom. If the king of Edom had let them pass through his country, Israel could have
approached Canaan more readily; but since he had refused to do so, that resulted in some detours and delays,
which evidently became rather frustrating. Although the Lord was thus sparing them a bloody conflict with
their kin, they did not perceive the advantage.
vs. 5
The new generation had learned to complain as they parents had often done (ten times in all!). Unable to see
their blessings, they attacked Moses as the cause of their unhappy condition.
vs.6
This turn of events was a swift departure from the usual M.O. (complaint registered, Moses interceding, the
LORD relenting, partial penalties, then going forward again). These were fiery serpents either because their
venom produced a burning sensation or because the snakes had a vivid coloration. God sent them on purpose;
they were aggressive and lethal.
vs.7
The people realized the connection between their complaining and the plague. We give them the benefit of any
doubt as to the sincerity of their confession of sin. They acknowledged their sinful thoughts, words, and deeds
against both the LORD and Moses. Their public apology to Moses, however, did not come until many of the
people of Israel died. Moses serves as a type of the Messiah in that he prayed for them--and his prayer was
answered.
vs. 8
It remained to be seen, however, how deep their feelings ran. God’s remedy for snakebite would seem as
foolishness to anyone whose heart was not bonded to the LORD as Savior. If this was not a medically approved
cure nor a recognized treatment for snakebite, so be it! The LORD had sent the snakes and the LORD had a
cure for the punishment they deserved. God’s directions were simple enough: using one’s eyes is not a difficult
task, for there is no labor involved. But we appreciate how it would separate the repentant believer from
impenitant unbeliever. For who would surrender to this unreasonable device unless his heart had first been
brought to kneel before the LORD? It’s very improbability as a cure was enough to make the unbeliever turn
his heart and eyes away in disdain--to his own death, of course.
vs.9
Moses did as directed: It may have taken a good part of a day to smelt pot-metal, gouge a rough- hewn channel
in the sandy soil, pour the molten metal into the trough, let it cool, then shape and bend the metal so it would
drape over a cross-arm on a pole. One can picture the congregation standing by, either patiently or impatiently,
during the whole procedure, even as some of them throbbed with painful swelling, fever, then
heart/diaphragm/muscle failure...and death. So we ask: Why devise a cure that took hours to perform? Why not
an instantaneous miracle? Perhaps because sinners need to learn to wait on the LORD. It reminds us of Gal. 4:4
in that God also delayed sending His Son until “the fullness of the time had come” for His sin-cure to be
presented to the world. But in God’s good time and in His own good way, it worked. Of course, it worked! Our
God always makes all things work together for the good of His children.


STUDENT PRAYER
Create in me a new heart, Lord, that gladly I obey Thy Word and naught but what Thou wilt desire; with such
new life my soul inspire. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Read aloud the more provocative verses thoughtfully, avoiding monotonal presentation. This episode was a
“hands-on” lesson that God is not a lecturer, and that true religion is not like listening to a lecture and then
being quizzed.
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The case of the Israelites was simple:
a) they were rebellious in heart, sinfully insulting to God; so
b) God taught them a hard lesson about being mean-tempered and unloving to Him.
c) He also is willing to lay aside His punishing anger, and He prepares His cure;
d) To receive His cure we need a repentant attitude; then to take God at His word. What an object lesson for
learning to depend on God for solving the horrible fix of sinfulness! Decide in
advance whether to use John 3:14-16 as introduction, as conclusion, or as both.


Additional Teaching Approach


Introduction:
Bring some pictures of snakes (such as from World Book Encyclopedia). Discuss with the children how some
are harmless and some can kill you with their poison. Let the children express their delight or fear of snakes. In
today’s lesson we are going to learn how God used snakes to teach His people two very important lessons.
1. Sin brings death.
2. In God’s mercy and love He gives life when people come with repentance and faith.


Presentation:
Fill a dish pan or cake pan with sand (or dirt). Color Popsicle sticks to represent the people. Use chenille wire
(pipe cleaners), cut into pieces, to be the snakes. Also make a cross out of Popsicle sticks.


The Story:
See student’s leaflet for narration of the story.


Review:
Why were the people of Israel getting discouraged? (It was such a long walk to the Promised Land, they
couldn’t take the short cut.)
What did the people start to do? (By their grumbling and complaining they were really showing rebellion
against God who was directing and leading their lives.)
Why was this a sin? (They weren’t trusting God or thanking Him for their blessings.)
What can happen if we go on sinning and we aren’t sorry for our sin? (We can lose our faith and eternal life.)
How did God show the people that their sin was very serious? (He sent poisonous snakes to bite them.)
What would happen to the people who were bitten by snakes? (They would die.)


Sin brings death. It is very serious.
Did the snakes help the people understand how bad their sin was? (Yes)
How do we know? (They told Moses they were sorry for their sin and asked Moses to pray for them.)
Was there anything the people could do to save themselves from the snake bites? (No)
Who was the only one who could save them? (God)
Why did God want to save them? (Because He loved them.)
What was God’s plan to save the people from the poisonous snakes? (Put a snake on a pole.)
What would happen when the people looked at the snake on the pole? (They would be saved and live.)
Did God forgive their sins? (Yes)
What was God’s plan to save them from their sins? (Jesus would die on the cross to take their sins away.)


Application:
Do we ever sin by grumbling and complaining? (Most kids will complain at times about the food they are
served, orabout having to clean up their rooms or do other chores.)
Why is this a sin? (Disobeying parents is really disobeying God – 4th commandment.)
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Is this sin serious? (“The wages (payment for) of sin is death.”)
What do we deserve because of our sins? (Hell)
Is there anything we can do to save ourselves from sin and hell? (No)
What was God’s plan to save us from our sins? (He would send His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life for us and
to pay the punishment for our sins on the cross. John 3:14-16 may be discussed here. Make sure the children
understand verse 14, “so the Son of Man must be lifted up” means Jesus was lifted up on the cross to pay for
our sins. Emphasize God’s love that He would send His Son to suffer and die for us sinners.)
Why did God send His Son to die for us? (Because He loves us.)
We trust only in God to wash away our sins and forgive us.
What joy becomes ours because Jesus took away our sins? (The joy of eternal life with God in heaven.)


Closing Prayer:
Dear Father in heaven, we admit that we sin against you every day when we complain and don’t obey our
parents and teachers. We are sorry for our sins and ask that You forgive us for Jesus’ sake. We know that You
will save us because You love us. We pray that You will help us to always trust that Jesus paid for all our sins
on the cross. Help us to trust in your promise of eternal life. We thank you for your love and mercy. Amen.


APPLICATION
1. How marvelous that Jesus (the vehicle for the Cure for sin) was placed into the form of a man (the


vehicle of the curse); and that all who look to Him in their desperate need are given life! And Jesus his
elevated position on the “accursed tree” counterbalances the degraded position of those below Him.
How strange the symbolism: bitten by snakes and dying, the victim receives God’s salvation in the form
of a snake! What are we to make of it? Why not a symbol more divine-looking (like an angel, or a
halo)? Because we should expect God to choose the improbable, the unlikely, and with it He does the
impossible.


2. God does His work in the most amazing ways! He sent His own Son (not an angel or a sinner) to put
Himself in the shoes of humankind, to bare his heel to the serpent of Eden, to absorb the venom of
Satan’s attack (suffer and die), then crush Satan’s head by rising from the grave. The worldling reels in
astonishment at such a doctrine (it’s too illogical, too irrational to attract anyone with good sense); yet
there is no Cure but in the cross of Christ.


3. And when in the reign of Caesar Augustus the time was ripe for God’s plan and the embodiment of His
Craftsmanship was finished, Jesus did not appear all that special. “He came unto His own (people and
race), but His own received Him not.” Thus the Cross and our preaching of the Cross (whether by
Moses or by us) will be foolishness to them that are perishing (from Satan’s poison); but unto those who
look in faith to the Cross of Christ, well, to them it is “the wisdom of God and the power of God” (cf. 1
Cor. chs. 1 and 2).


4. So faith is basically an attitude toward God--the attitude that takes God at His word (no matter how
illogical) and reaps the blessing that God channels through such unquestioning trust. Unbelief is
basically the attitude that if it “doesn’t make sense,” then whatever the Bible (God) says is unacceptable.


5. One part of our soul looks askance and stands aloof from the way God acts and speaks-so His ways are
“supernatural”. Each Israelite had the struggle. “Shall I take a peek at that brass serpent? Shall I abandon
my reservations, my doubts, my scientific good sense; shall I fight this thing on my own and die on my
own terms? Or shall I take a peek and see what happens? I certainly have better things to do than stare at
that stupid cross-draped dumb-looking piece of fakery that others find so compelling....etc., etc.” The
other part of our soul looks squarely at Jesus and reaches out to the Lord God who acts and speaks so
wonderfully to us, after all. One learns to appreciate what Jesus saw in Nathanael: “Look, an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile.” Nathanael wasn’t trying to outsmart Satan and God too.


6. Of course, it’s the kind of looking that’s done in FAITH, for looking in disdain would be of no help, as
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Jesus so clearly presents the crux of it: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.” (Jn.3:14-16)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
John 3: 14-16 “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
John 12:32 - And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.
I Peter 2:24 - who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree.


Middle any of the above and...
I Cor. 1:18 - For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are saved it is
the power of God. v.25 - Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is
stronger than men.
Lamentations. 3:22-33 - Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I
hope in Him.”


Upper any of the above and...
1 Cor. 10:5-11 (Use your Bible here for the text.)


HYMN CHOICES
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee” (TLH #394)
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (TLH #428 1-4))
“Upon the Cross Extended” (TLH #171, choice of verses)
“How Firm A Foundation, Ye Saints Of The Lord” (TLH #427 3,5)
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The Giving of the Law
Exodus 19:1-20, 24; 24:1-18
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The Story


Fifty days after God’s people
had left Egypt they came to a big
mountain called Mt. Sinai. They set up
camp at the foot of the mountain.
Moses went up the mountain to talk
with God. God promised to make the
Israelites His people if they would
obey Him. Moses told the people
what God had said and they
promised to obey Him.


The people began to get ready
to meet God in three days. They
washed themselves and their clothes.
They set up a fence around the
mountain so no person or animal
could touch it.


On the third day there was
thunder, lightning, a thick cloud, and
a loud trumpet sound. The mountain
shook as Moses led the frightened
people to its foot. Moses went up to
the mountain and God gave the Ten
Commandments to him. When Moses
came back to tell the people what
God had said they were afraid that
they would die if God spoke to them.
They told Moses to speak with God
and they would listen to Moses.


Moses built an altar at the foot
of the mountain and offered
sacrifices to God on it. Moses sprinkled
half of the blood of the offerings on
the altar and half of it on the people.
This was a sign of their agreement with
God. The people again promised to
obey all God’s words.


Moses and Joshua went up the
mountain so God could give Moses


the law written on two tables of stone.
Aaron and Hur were left at the camp
to settle any arguments among the
people.


Moses went into the cloud at
the top of the mountain and stayed
there for forty days and nights. While
he was there the mountain looked as
if it had fire on top of it.


These are the Ten
Commandments that God gave to
Moses:  (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


1. You shall have no other gods.


2. You shall not take the name of
the LORD your God in vain.


3. Remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy.


4. You shall honor your father and
your mother that it may be well
with you and you may live long
on the earth.


5. You shall not murder.


6. You shall not commit adultery.


7. You shall not steal.


8. You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.


9. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house.


10. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, nor his workers,
nor his animals, nor anything that
is your neighbor’s.


God gave His Commandments
to the Children of Israel at Mt.


Sinai.
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Activity One - Cut out the pictures at the bottom of the page. Then glue
each picture under the correct table of the Law. (There will be 3 on each side.)


          


LOVE
GOD


LOVE
NEIGHBOR
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The Commandments show our sinfulness and our need for a Savior.


Passage


Leviticus 19:2 - You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.


Hymn - TLH #295 v. 1, 6


The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.


To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Your law shows us that we sin every day. We need Your saving love to


take away these sins. Thank You for taking away our sins by dying on the cross
for us. Help us to live for You every day.  Amen.
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The Giving of the Law
Exodus 19:1-20, 24; 24:1-8
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The Story


In the third month after they had
left Egypt, the Children of Israel
reached the foot of Mount Sinai. As
they set up camp, Moses went up into
the mountain to talk with God. The Lord
reminded Moses of His goodness, and
promised to make Israel His treasured
possession, His kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation if they would obey His voice.
When Moses returned to the people
and told them God’s message, they
replied, “Everything that the Lord has
spoken we will do.” Moses brought
back their answer to the Lord.


The people made preparations
according to God’s instructions, for in
three days God was to come down
upon Mount Sinai. They washed
themselves and their clothes. Since
neither men nor animals were to touch
the mountain lest they be put to death,
they put barriers around the mountain.


On the third day there was
thunder, lightning, a thick cloud and a
loud trumpet blast over the mountain.
The people trembled as Moses led them
to the foot of the smoking, quaking
mountain. Moses went up to the
mountain and God spoke the Ten
Commandments to him.


When Moses returned to tell the
people what God had said, they were
afraid. They said, “You speak with us
and we will hear, but don’t let the Lord
speak with us or we will die.”


Moses told the people, “Do not
be afraid. God has come to test you, so
that the fear of God will be with you to
keep you from sinning.”


Then Moses approached the thick
darkness where God was and God
gave Moses His laws. Then Moses told
the people all the Lord’s words and
they all said, “Everything the Lord has
said we will do.” Moses wrote down
everything the Lord had said.


Early the next morning Moses built
an altar at the foot of the mountain.
The young men offered burnt offerings
on it. Half the blood of the animals,
Moses put in a bowl to sprinkle on the
altar. The other half he sprinkled on the
people as the blood of the covenant
with God. Again the people promised
to obey all of God’s words.


Now God commanded Moses to
take Joshua with him up the mountain
where God would give Moses the law
on two tables of stone. Aaron and Hur
were left as judges to settle arguments
among the people. For six days a cloud
covered the mountain. On the seventh
day, Moses entered the cloud and
stayed with God for 40 days and nights.
To the people, the glory of God looked
like a fire on top of the mountain.


God gave His Commandments
to the Children of Israel at Mount


Sinai.
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Activity One - Write the correct commandment number under each heading.


          


These are the Ten Commandments that God gave to Moses:  (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


1. You shall have no other gods.
2. You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.
3. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
4. You shall honor your father and your mother that it may be well with you and you may


live long on the earth.
5. You shall not murder.
6. You shall not commit adultery.
7. You shall not steal.
8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his workers, nor his animals, nor anything


that is your neighbor’s.


The Commandments show our sinfulness and our need for a Savior.


LOVE
GOD


____
____
____


LOVE
NEIGHBOR


____   ____
____  ____
____  ____


____
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Activity Two - Number these sentences in the order in which they happened in the
story.


_____ God gave Moses the Ten Commandments.


_____ The Israelites reached Mount Sinai.


_____ Moses went up into Mount Sinai.


_____ The people were afraid of God.


_____ The people prepared to meet God.


Passage


Leviticus 19:2 - You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.


Hymn - TLH #295 v. 1, 6


The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.


To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Your law shows us that we sin every day. We need Your saving love to


take away these sins. Thank You for taking away our sins by dying on the cross
for us. Help us to live for You every day.  Amen.
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The Giving of the Law
Exodus 19:1-20:24; 24:1-18


 


The picture is not showing a storm found in nature.
What is happening at Mt. Sinai? Let’s read the
account in the Bible .


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Today let me see Your
Holiness reflected in Your Law. Use that Law to
convict me of my own sins. Also let me today see
Your Holiness reflected in the face of Jesus Christ
and the glory of the Gospel. Assure me of the
forgiveness of my own sins in Jesus. Amen.


The Story - Exodus 19, 20 & 24


Three months after the children of
Israel had left Egypt, they came to the
Wilderness of Sinai and camped near
Mt. Sinai.


Moses went up to God, and the
LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, “Thus you shall tell the children
of Israel: ‘You have seen what I did to
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on
eagles' wings and brought you to
Myself. Now if you will obey My voice
and keep My covenant, then you shall
be a special treasure to Me above all
people.’” 


So Moses came and called for the
elders of the people, and laid before
them all these words which the LORD
commanded him. Then all the people
answered together, "All that the LORD
has spoken we will do." So Moses
brought back the words of the people
to the LORD. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I
come to you in the thick cloud, that the
people may hear when I speak with
you, and believe you forever. Go to the
people and consecrate them today
and tomorrow, and let them wash their
clothes. Let them be ready for the third
day when I will come down upon
Mount Sinai in the sight of all the
people. Tell the people, “Do not go up
to the mountain or touch its base.
Whoever touches the mountain shall
surely be put to death, whether man or
beast, he shall not live.' When the
trumpet sounds long, they shall come
near the mountain." 


So Moses went down from the
mountain to the people and sanctified
the people, and they washed their
clothes.


It came to pass on the third day,
in the morning, that there were
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thunderings and lightnings, and a thick
cloud on the mountain; and the sound
of the trumpet was very loud, so that all
the people who were in the camp
trembled. Moses brought the people
out of the camp to meet with God, and
they stood at the foot of the mountain.
Mount Sinai was completely in smoke
and the whole mountain quaked
greatly, because the LORD descended
upon it in fire. When the blast of the
trumpet sounded long and became
louder and louder, Moses spoke, and
God answered him by voice. 


All the people witnessed the
thunderings, the lightning flashes, the
sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking; and when the
people saw it, they trembled and stood
afar off. Then they said to Moses, "You
speak with us, and we will hear; but let
not God speak with us, lest we die." 


Moses said to the people, "Do not
fear; for God has come to test you, and
that His fear may be before you, so that
you may not sin." 


So the people stood afar off, but
Moses drew near the thick darkness
where God was. 


Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel: 'You have seen that I have talked
with you from heaven. You shall not
make anything to be gods of silver or
gold. 


'An altar you shall make for Me,
and you shall sacrifice on it your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings and
I will bless you.'


Now He said to Moses, "Come up
to the LORD. Aaron, Nadab and Abihu,
and seventy of the elders of Israel shall
worship from afar. Moses alone shall


come near the LORD." 
So Moses came and told the


people all the words of the LORD and
all the judgments. And all the people
answered with one voice and said, "All
the words which the LORD has said we
will do." And Moses wrote all the words
of the LORD. 


Moses rose early in the morning,
and built an altar at the foot of the
mountain, and he took the Book of the
Covenant and read in the hearing of
the people. And they said, "All that the
LORD has said we will do, and be
obedient." 


Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Come up to Me on the mountain and
be there; and I will give you tablets of
stone, and the law and
commandments which I have written,
that you may teach them." 


So Moses went up to the
mountain of God and Joshua with him.
And he said to the elders, "Wait here for
us until we come back to you. Indeed
Aaron and Hur are with you. If any man
has a difficulty, let him go to them." 


Then Moses went up into the
mountain, and a cloud covered the
mountain. Now the glory of the LORD
rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days. And on the seventh
day He called to Moses out of the midst
of the cloud. The sight of the glory of
the LORD was like a consuming fire on
the top of the mountain in the eyes of
the children of Israel. And Moses was on
the mountain forty days and forty
nights.


Outer Aim - God gave His
Commandments to the Children of
Israel at Mt. Sinai.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle below.


Across
3.  God gave Moses the 10 _____ .
6.  This flashed in the sky by Mt. Sinai.
7.  Moses left ____ and Hur in charge of the
people in his place.
8.  This was heard by Mt. Sinai.


Down
1.  Moses stayed on the mountain _____


days and nights.
2.  God commanded the people not to go


near or touch the _____.
4. _____ went up Mt. Sinai to meet God.
5.  The name of the mountain was Mt. ___.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read through Exodus 20:1-17. Fill in the blanks of the 10
Commandments. The Commandment wording is from Sydow Catechism 2000.


(Exodus 20:1)  And God spoke all
these words, saying: {2} "I am the LORD
your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. {3}
"You shall have no other gods before Me.
{4} "You shall not make for yourself a
carved image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the


earth beneath, or that is in the water under
the earth; {5} you shall not bow down to
them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your
God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children to the third
and fourth generations of those who hate
Me, {6} but showing mercy to thousands, to
those who love Me and keep My


MOUNTAIN FORTY COMMANDMENTS
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commandments. 
{7} "You shall not take the name of the


LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will
not hold him guiltless who takes His name
in vain. 


{8} "Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy. {9} Six days you shall labor and
do all your work, {10} but the seventh day is
the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant, nor
your female servant, nor your cattle, nor
your stranger who is within your gates. {11}
For in six days the LORD made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in


 them, and rested the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it. 


{12} "Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is
giving you. 


{13} "You shall not murder. 
{14} "You shall not commit adultery. 
{15} "You shall not steal. 
{16} "You shall not bear false witness


against your neighbor. 
{17} "You shall not covet your


neighbor's house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor's


wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor's." 


1st You shall have no ___________________  _______________________.


2nd You shall not take the _________________ of the _______________ your God in ___________.


3rd Remember the ____________________   ______________ to keep it _________________.


4th You shall honor your_________________ and your _____________________ that it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth.


5th You shall not ____________________.


6th You shall not _______________________   ____________________________.


7th You shall not __________________.


8th You shall not bear  _______________   _________________ against your ___________________.


9th You shall not _______________  your neighbor’s __________________.


10th You shall not _________________ your neighbor’s __________________, nor his workers, nor
his animals, nor ______________________  that is your neighbor’s.
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Complete the table by writing the Commandment number from page 4 under the correct
side of the table.


          


Inner Aim - The Commandments show our sinfulness and our need for a Savior.


Passages


Leviticus 19:2 - You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.


Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the
law is the knowledge of sin.


Romans 3:22-24  For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God,  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,


LOVE
GOD


____
____
____


LOVE
NEIGHBOR


____   ____
____  ____
____  ____


____
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Hymn - TLH #295 v. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6


The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.


Its light of holiness imparts
The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And seek deliv’rance ere too late.


To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as good and right.


The Law is good; but since the Fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no power to justify.


To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.


Prayer


Dear God,
Your holy law reveals to us our own deep sinfulness. We are not holy and can not


come to You. However, You sent Jesus to reveal to us the forgiveness of our sins. Thank You
for the lesson today about Your holy Law and also Your blessed Gospel. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                The Giving of the Law Level 4


The Giving of the Law
Exodus 19:1-20 - 20 - 24:1-18


 


Do you know what those letters mean for a ship or anyone in
distress? Save Our Ship
These letters can be applied to the Law (Shows Our Sins) and
the Gospel (Shows Our Savior).
Today’s lesson is the Giving of the Law. Let us see how the S.O.S.
can be applied to today’s lesson.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Today let me see Your Holiness reflected in Your Law. Use that Law to
convict me of my own sins. Also let me today see Your Holiness reflected in the face of Jesus
Christ and the glory of the Gospel. Assure me of the forgiveness of my own sins in Jesus.
Amen.


The Story - Exodus 19, 20 & 24


Three months after the children of
Israel had left Egypt, they came to the
Wilderness of Sinai and camped near Mt.
Sinai.


Moses went up to God, and the
LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, “Thus you shall tell the children of
Israel: ‘You have seen what I did to the
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles'
wings and brought you to Myself. Now if
you will obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be a special
treasure to Me above all people.’” 


So Moses came and called for the
elders of the people, and laid before them
all these words which the LORD
commanded him. Then all the people
answered together, "All that the LORD has
spoken we will do." So Moses brought back


the words of the people to the LORD. 
The LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I


come to you in the thick cloud, that the
people may hear when I speak with you,
and believe you forever. Go to the people
and consecrate them today and
tomorrow, and let them wash their clothes.
Let them be ready for the third day when I
will come down upon Mount Sinai in the
sight of all the people. Tell the people, “Do
not go up to the mountain or touch its
base. Whoever touches the mountain shall
surely be put to death, whether man or
beast, he shall not live.' When the trumpet
sounds long, they shall come near the
mountain." 


So Moses went down from the
mountain to the people and sanctified the
people, and they washed their clothes.


S.O.S.
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It came to pass on the third day, in
the morning, that there were thunderings
and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the
mountain; and the sound of the trumpet
was very loud, so that all the people who
were in the camp trembled. Moses
brought the people out of the camp to
meet with God, and they stood at the foot
of the mountain. Mount Sinai was
completely in smoke and the whole
mountain quaked greatly, because the
LORD descended upon it in fire. When the
blast of the trumpet sounded long and
became louder and louder, Moses spoke,
and God answered him by voice. 


All the people witnessed the
thunderings, the lightning flashes, the
sound of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking; and when the people saw it, they
trembled and stood afar off. Then they
said to Moses, "You speak with us, and we
will hear; but let not God speak with us, lest
we die." 


Moses said to the people, "Do not
fear; for God has come to test you, and
that His fear may be before you, so that
you may not sin." 


So the people stood afar off, but
Moses drew near the thick darkness where
God was. 


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Thus
you shall say to the children of Israel: 'You
have seen that I have talked with you
from heaven. You shall not make anything
to be gods of silver or gold. 


'An altar you shall make for Me, and
you shall sacrifice on it your burnt offerings
and your peace offerings and I will bless
you.'


Now He said to Moses, "Come up to
the LORD. Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and


seventy of the elders of Israel shall worship
from afar. Moses alone shall come near the
LORD." 


So Moses came and told the people
all the words of the LORD and all the
judgments. And all the people answered
with one voice and said, "All the words
which the LORD has said we will do." And
Moses wrote all the words of the LORD. 


Moses rose early in the morning, and
built an altar at the foot of the mountain,
and he took the Book of the Covenant
and read in the hearing of the people.
And they said, "All that the LORD has said
we will do, and be obedient." 


Then the LORD said to Moses, "Come
up to Me on the mountain and be there;
and I will give you tablets of stone, and the
law and commandments which I have
written, that you may teach them." 


So Moses went up to the mountain
of God and Joshua with him. And he said
to the elders, "Wait here for us until we
come back to you. Indeed Aaron and Hur
are with you. If any man has a difficulty, let
him go to them." 


Then Moses went up into the
mountain, and a cloud covered the
mountain. Now the glory of the LORD
rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days. And on the seventh
day He called to Moses out of the midst of
the cloud. The sight of the glory of the
LORD was like a consuming fire on the top
of the mountain in the eyes of the children
of Israel. And Moses was on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.


Outer Aim - God gave His
Commandments to the Children of
Israel at Mt. Sinai.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle below.


Across


3.  God gave Moses the 10 _____ .


6.  This flashed in the sky by Mt. Sinai.


7.  Moses left ____ and Hur in charge of the
people in his place.


8.  This was heard in the sky  by Mt. Sinai.


Down
1.  Moses stayed on the mountain _____


days and nights.


2.  God commanded the people not to go
near or touch the _____.


4. _____ went up Mt. Sinai to meet God.


5.  The name of the mountain was Mt. ___.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read through Exodus 20:1-17. Fill in the blanks of the 10
Commandments. The Commandment wording is from Sydow Catechism 2000.


(Exodus 20:1)  And God spoke all these
words, saying: {2} "I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. {3} "You shall
have no other gods before Me. {4} "You
shall not make for yourself a carved image,
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth; {5}


you shall not bow down to them nor serve
them. For I, the LORD your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children to the third and
fourth generations of those who hate Me,
{6} but showing mercy to thousands, to
those who love Me and keep My
commandments. 


{7} "You shall not take the name of
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3 4 5
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the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD
will not hold him guiltless who takes His
name in vain. 


{8} "Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy. {9} Six days you shall labor and
do all your work, {10} but the seventh day
is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it
you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servant, nor
your female servant, nor your cattle, nor
your stranger who is within your gates. {11}
For in six days the LORD made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, and rested the seventh day.
Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it. 


{12} "Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is
giving you. 


{13} "You shall not murder. 
{14} "You shall not commit adultery. 
{15} "You shall not steal. 
{16} "You shall not bear false witness


against your neighbor. 
{17} "You shall not covet your


neighbor's house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor's


wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor
anything that is your neighbor's." 


1st You shall have no ___________________  _______________________.


2nd You shall not take the _________________ of the _______________ your God in ___________.


3rd Remember the ____________________   ______________ to keep it _________________.


4th You shall honor your_________________ and your _____________________ that it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth.


5th You shall not ____________________.


6th You shall not _______________________   ____________________________.


7th You shall not __________________.


8th You shall not bear  _______________   _________________ against your ___________________.


9th You shall not _______________  your neighbor’s __________________.


10th You shall not _________________ your neighbor’s __________________, nor his workers, nor
his animals, nor ______________________  that is your neighbor’s.
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Complete the table by writing the Commandment number from page 4 under the correct
side of the table.


          


Inner Aim - The Commandments show our sinfulness and our need for a Savior.


Passages


Leviticus 19:2 - You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.


Romans 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the
law is the knowledge of sin.


Romans 3:22-24  For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God,  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,


LOVE
GOD


____
____
____


LOVE
NEIGHBOR


____   ____
____  ____
____  ____


____
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Hymn - TLH #295 v. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6


The Law of God is good and wise
And sets His will before our eyes,
Shows us the way of righteousness,
And dooms to death when we transgress.


Its light of holiness imparts
The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And seek deliv’rance ere too late.


To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound
It shows what deeds are His delight
And should be done as good and right.


The Law is good; but since the Fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no power to justify.


To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
God’s holy law reveals to us our own deep sinfulness. We are not holy and can not


come to You. However, You sent Jesus to reveal to us the forgiveness of our sins. Thank You
for the lesson today about Your holy Law and also Your blessed Gospel. Amen.
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STORY
The Giving of the Law - Exodus 19:1-20:24; 24:1-18


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, today let me see Your Holiness reflected in Your Law.  Use the Law to convict me of my
own sins.  Also let me today see Your Holiness reflected in the face of Jesus Christ and the glory of the
Gospel.  Assure me of the forgiveness of my own sins in Jesus that I may teach others.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Law - tells me what I should do and not do and convicts me of sin
Gospel - tells me what God has done for me and assures me of God’s love


OUTER AIM
God established His “Old” Covenant with the Nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai.


INNER AIM
The law was given to reveal my sinfulness and my need for a sacrifice for sin.


BACKGROUND
God had promised to Abraham that his descendants would become a great nation.  Up until this time, Israel
was a “family,” a collection of tribes.  With the giving of the Law, Israel would become a nation, the
covenant people of God.  The covenant given at Mt. Sinai is a high point in the Old Testament development
of the plan of God’s salvation.  


God had enabled Israel to defeat the Amalekites (Exodus 17:8-16).  Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law,
appeared on the scene.  He appeared, not only to bring back Moses’ wife and two sons, but also to
express his faith in Jehovah  (Exodus 18:11). This is a picture of a later day when Gentiles would sit down
in the kingdom of God.  Jethro also had some practical observations for Moses.  He told Moses to
delegate authority instead of trying to do everything by himself (Exodus 18:25-26).


It was the third month when Israel reached the peninsula of Sinai and its mountain ranges.  This range is
known as HOREB (dried up ground).   The one special mountain was known as SINAI (mountain of the
thorn).  Israel camped on a plain at the base of the mountain. 


Mt.  Sinai was completely covered with smoke (Exodus 19:18), and it quaked greatly.  There was thunder
and lightning and the voice of the trumpet.  Jehovah came down upon Mount Sinai in His glory.  God had
taken care of Israel (Exodus 18:4), but He would give them even greater riches of His grace.  He would
enter into a covenant with them.  “And you shall become unto me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
(Exodus 19:5-6).   Cf.  New Testament application in I Peter 2:9 and Rev. 1:5,6,10.   These people of
God would not be created by the covenant of the law, but by the new covenant (testament) of the Gospel.  


The people were to prepare themselves  with certain purification rituals which were symbols of the need for
inward cleansing.  No one could come near the mountain nor touch it.    It was not until Jesus died and the
veil of the temple was split that men had free access to God through the sacrifice of Jesus.   The glory of the
Lord in connection with the giving of the Law was so terrifying that the people could not come into the
presence of God.  They begged Moses to speak with them rather than God (Exodus 20:19).
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God revealed His will in the ten commandments of the “ten words.”  These were addressed in their original
form to the nation of Israel (Exodus 20:2). These “ten words” were arranged in two tables.  The numbering of
the commandments is not revealed in Scripture.  The first table deals with our relation to God and the second
table with our relationship to our neighbor.  The “ten words” are also found in Deuteronomy 5.


Moses wrote these words of the Lord (Exodus 24:1-8).  Then he took the “Book of the Covenant” and read it
to the people.  This covenant was sealed with blood sprinkled on the people signifying the need for the
forgiveness of sin.  The sight of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire in the eyes of the Children of
Israel.  Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights (Exodus 24:18).


Yet the law with all its glory brought only the knowledge of sin.  Man could not keep it with its demands for
perfect love toward God and man.  The Old Testament Covenant with its sacrifices of blood and its Day of
Atonement (Leviticus 16) pictured the need of a sinful people for a perfect sacrifice of blood for sin.  The
saving glory of the Lord was revealed in connection with the coming of Jesus, the Son of God, to die for the
sins of the world (John 1:17).  


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, God’s holy law reveals to us our own deep sinfulness.  We are not holy and can not come to You. 
However, You sent Jesus to reveal to us the forgiveness of our sins.  May we today learn more about Your
holy Law and Your blessed Gospel.  Through Jesus, make us a kingdom of priests.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Review the promises made to Abraham that the Lord would make a great nation of his descendants also how
after 430, Jehovah led His people out of Egypt.  The Lord would now make of this people a nation, out of
whom would come the Savior.  The covenant made at Sinai was basically a covenant of law.  “You shall be
holy for I the Lord, your God, am holy.”  It stressed the need for perfect holiness and obedience on the part of
God’s people.  The Sinai Covenant also pictured the need for a sacrifice for the sins of the people.   It was a
“shadow” picture of Jesus and His death on the cross as an atoning sacrifice (Colossians 2).


Talk about the things the people had to do in Exodus 19 which emphasized the fact that God was a holy God
and only those who were holy could come into His presence.  Think of the contrast with  modern theology
which pictures God as a benevolent grandfather or Santa Claus figure.


As you have time, briefly go through the Ten Commandments as given by God on Mt. Sinai.  Realize that these
commandments in this form were given to the nation of Israel i.e. the Sabbath.  Explain that God required His
people to love Him (first through third commandments) and their neighbor (fourth through tenth
commandments).  Also realize that many other civil laws and religious ordinances were contained in the law as
given on Mt. Sinai.


The glory of the holy God was indeed a consuming fire.  This sinful people needed a mediator to go to God on
their behalf and bring God’s words back to them.  How different is the coming of Jesus!  In Jesus, the glory of
God is revealed in connection with the salvation God provided for us, lost sinners.  The glory of God is
revealed in connection with the cross where Jesus died for the sins of the world.  This is the “new” covenant of
the forgiveness of sins the Gospel that Jesus established through His death and resurrection.
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APPLICATIONS
It is important that the children learn of the holiness of God in connection with the Law and the “old” covenant
at Sinai.  It is more important that they know the Gospel and the “new” covenant at Calvary.  The importance
of Jesus’ sacrifice for sin cannot be understood unless a person realizes his own personal sinfulness under the
Law.


Discuss the significance of how the holiness of God is contrasted with the sinfulness of the people and how this
applies to your children.


Apply some of the “Ten Commandments” to show that we have sinned against God and His holiness.


What did God have to do in order to save us from our sins?  Lead them to an appreciation of the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Leviticus 19:2 - You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.


Middle any of the above and...
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 3:20 - Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is
the knowledge of sin


Romans 3:22-24 - For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.


HYMN CHOICES
“The Law Of God Is Good And Wise” (TLH #295)
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” (TLH #246)
“God Loved The World So That He Gave” (TLH #245)
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STORY 8/17/2004


The Plagues - Exodus 5-10


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, thank You for the blessing of giving Your Word to us and our children. It helps us so much
to see Your hand in the lives of Your people in former generations. Oh Lord, Your will is always
done. For this we praise You every day. Help us always to pray, "Your will is our will, Lord." Fill me
with Your Spirit that I may lead those entrusted into my charge willingly and faithfully. Help me to
place their hand in Yours as they deal with life in a sinful world. And so may they live to praise You.
In our Savior's name I pray. Amen


VOCABULARY
hardened heart - Man hardens his own heart by obstinately resisting God. Finally, God may withdraw
His Spirit of Grace from such an individual and abandon him to the sorry perverseness of his own
sinful heart. (Cf. Acts 7:51)


OUTER AIM
God's will is always done.


INNER AIM
All who fight against God will be put to shame in time and finally, if they do not repent, eternally.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 156-160)
For Moses and Aaron to meet with Pharaoh was a difficult and dangerous undertaking. Moses and
Aaron were of the Hebrew people who were nothing but slaves to Pharaoh. Secondly, there could well
have been some officers in the service of Pharaoh who could possibly recognize the man who slayed
the Egyptian and then fled. Also, compare this with the difficulties a citizen would encounter in trying
to gain an audience with the president of the U.S. not to mention the difficulties of a non-citizen.


For Moses to seek permission for his people to worship in the wilderness, it may not seem like a huge
request. Yet, we must realize that the Egyptians had their gods and, generally cared nothing for the
Lord God of the Hebrew people. Besides, the Pharaoh who was an absolute monarch certainly felt no
obligations to grant such a request to these slaves as minor as it might seem. Actually, it seemed to
backfire. Pharaoh used this request as an excuse to increase the work load of the Hebrew people.


If the slaves had time for such things as worship, which he likely considered unimportant, then they
must not have enough to do. Straw was used as a binding material to help hold the clay together as the
bricks dried in the sun. Secondly, some believe straw was used to fuel huge kilns used to fire the
bricks to make them as hard as stone. This took huge amounts of straw and required a tremendous
amount of man hours to gather and then prepare it for use in brick making.


This work which had been done by others was now added to the work load of the people of Israel.
The people became angry and blamed Moses whose promise of deliverance seemed to be nothing but
an idle dream.


The plagues demonstrated the power and judgment of God. The Egyptian sorcerers in league with the
devil copied Aaron. This seemed to have an influence on Pharaoh. Yet, when their rods were
swallowed by Aaron's, the power of God over the devil and his servants is clearly demonstrated.
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1. Ch. 7:14-25 First Plague: Blood
a. The Nile was sacred to the Egyptians
b. Their lives depended upon it


i. Irrigation for crops
ii. Deposits of silt for fertilizer
iii. Fish for food
iv. Water for drinking. cooking, bathing, brick making, etc.


2. Ch. 8:1-15 Second Plague: Frogs
3. Ch. 8:16-19 Third Plague: Lice
4. Ch. 8:20-32 Fourth Plague: Flies
5. Ch. 9:1-7 Fifth Plague: Disease on Beasts
6. Ch. 9:8-12 Sixth Plague: Boils on Man and Beast
7. Ch. 9:13-35 Seventh Plague: Hail
8. Ch. 10:1-20 Eighth Plague: Locusts
9. Ch. 10:21-29 Ninth Plague: Darkness


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, thank You for telling me about the troubles and suffering of Your people in another time. By doing
this You show me how Your hand is always in the lives of those who are in Your kingdom of love and grace.
Help me, Lord, look to You for guidance in my life. And when I must suffer in this world of sin draw me close
by Your hands of love in forgiveness and compassion. And so Lord, protect me and love me, unworthy though I
am, until that day when You receive us all with open arms into the glories of heaven. Through the merits of
Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.


PRESENTATION
God's will shall always prevail. When man sets himself against the one true God of heaven and earth he will
always suffer as a result. Unless he repents he will be separated from God for time and for eternity. The only
way for us to live a life of peace, happiness and joy for time and eternity is to humble ourselves under the
mighty hand of God that He may exalt us in due time.


Moses had to learn humility and exercise his faith in the Lord God before he could properly serve God. God
used those forty years that Moses spent in Midian as a shepherd to prepare him for His work among His people.


We must always remember that the people of Israel were the carriers of God's promise of the Messiah. Nothing
and no one could stand in the way of God Who would bring His people into the land which He had promised to
them and which He had predetermined would be the land where He would bring forth the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
the Savior of us all. Everything that God did served that one ultimate goal.


APPLICATIONS
In this world of sin we may suffer. There may be Godless people who bring this about. We may suffer because
of our own misguided words or deeds. Through it all we must never blame God. He did not bring sin into this
world. Man did through the workings of Satan.


We need to realize that in the midst of a sinful world the Lord God is the one sure anchor in which we can and
must trust. Nothing else is sure, nothing is certain, but the Lord God is. He will never let us down. (Read Is.
54:10) Notice how Jesus was moved by the suffering of people because of sin. When He witnessed the sorrow
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of a sin-laden people in the face of death, we are told "He groaned in the spirit and was troubled." (John 11:33)
Indeed, "Jesus wept." (John 11:35) How earnestly and compassionately He pleads with all, "Come to me all you
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Matthew 11:28 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.


Philippians 1:21 - For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


Middle any of the above and...
Psalm 31:1 - In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed; Deliver me in Your righteousness


Upper any of the above and...
Psalm 27:1 - The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear?  The LORD is the strength of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?


HYMN CHOICES
"In The Hour Of Trial" (TLH #516)
"The Will Of God Is Always Best" (TLH #517)
"Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH #520)
"If God Himself Be For Me" (TLH #528)
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The Plagues
Exodus 5 - 10
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The Story


God’s people, the Israelites, were
slaves in the land of Egypt. God sent Moses
and Aaron to see Pharaoh, the great king
of Egypt. They said to him, “Let my people
go so that they may worship me in the
desert.”


Pharaoh did not let the Israelites go.
So God told Moses and Aaron to go see
Pharaoh again. Aaron held in his hand a
rod. Aaron threw down his rod as God had
told him to and it became a snake.
Pharaoh asked his magicians to turn their
rods into snakes. Each magician turned his
rod into a snake also. But Aaron’s snake
ate up all the other snakes. Pharaoh saw
all of this but he still would not listen to
God’s Word. He would not let the people
go.


God told Moses and Aaron to bring
the rod and go see Pharaoh. They told him,
“The Lord God has asked that you let His
people go. You haven’t listened to God.
God is going to show you that He is the
true God by bringing bad plagues on your
land.”


Aaron took his rod and hit the Nile
River. All the water in Egypt was turned to
blood. All the fish in the water died and
the Egyptians had no water to drink.
Pharaoh still did not listen to God and said
that the Israelites could not go to worship.


Moses and Aaron went back to
Pharaoh and asked him to let God’s
people go to worship Him. Once again
Pharaoh would not let the people go. This
time Aaron held his rod up over the land
and thousands of frogs came up from the
rivers and covered the land of Egypt. They
were even in the people’s beds and food!


Pharaoh asked Moses and Aaron if
they would take the frogs away. He said
that he would let the Israelites go and
worship God. So Moses prayed to the Lord
that the frogs would die. When Pharaoh
saw that all the frogs had died and his
people were OK he changed his mind
(hardened his heart) and would not let the
Israelites go.


After Pharaoh did not listen to the
Lord, God told Aaron to stretch out his rod
and hit the ground. When Aaron did this
the dust on the ground became little bugs
that crawled up on people and animals
and bit them. Pharaoh’s heart was still
hardened and he would not let the
Israelites go.


God sent Moses and Aaron to
Pharaoh again. They told him that if he did
not let God’s people go the Lord would
send millions of flies that would be all over
the Egyptians but not on God’s people,
the Israelites. Pharaoh refused to listen
again. God sent millions of flies into the
land of Egypt.


Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron that
if they made the flies go away he would let
the Israelites go and worship their God.
Moses prayed to God and the flies were
taken away. Pharaoh’s mind again 
changed and he would not let the people
go.


The next plague that God sent was
a horrible sickness to all the cows, camels
and sheep in Egypt. All of them got sick
and died. Still Pharaoh would not listen to
God. He would not let the Israelites go and
worship.


God told Moses and Aaron to take
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handfuls of ash from a fire and throw it in
the air. The ash became like dust and
covered all the people and animals in
Egypt. All the people and animals got sores
that hurt all over their bodies. Pharaoh’s
heart was still hard and he would not
release the Israelites to go worship.


After the sixth plague God sent
Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh and told
them to say, “If you don’t let my people go
I will send three more plagues that will be
worse then all of the ones you have seen.”


Pharaoh ignored God’s Word and
said, “No.”


So God sent a horrible storm to
destroy all the crops and trees in Egypt.
Hail, thunder and lightening came from
the skies hitting the people and animals,
and ruining all the Egyptian crops. Pharaoh
called Moses and Aaron before him and
pleaded that they make the storm stop
and he would surely let the Israelites go
and worship the Lord God. But once again
Pharaoh sinned and changed his mind and
would not let the Lord’s people go.


God sent another plague on the
land of Egypt. This time there were a million
grasshoppers that came into the land.
They were like a huge storm. They ate
everything they saw. Pharaoh sent for
Moses and Aaron and promised that this
time he would let the people go. Moses


said, “We are going to go with the men,
women, children and flocks to worship our
God.”


Pharaoh didn’t want all his slaves to
leave. He told Moses and Aaron that they
could only take the men of Israel with
them to worship.


So God told Moses to stretch his
hand out over the land of Egypt. A great
darkness came over the land; a darkness
so black and scary that you could feel it.
The darkness lasted for three days. The
Egyptians were so afraid that they didn’t
leave their homes. Yet where the Israelites
lived they had light to see by.


Pharaoh asked Moses to come and
see him again. He said to Moses, “I will let
the men, women, and children go worship
but they must leave the animals here.”


Moses told Pharaoh that they
needed their animals to make offerings to
the Lord while they worshiped. Pharaoh’s
heart was hardened again. He said to
Moses, “Leave me alone! If I ever see you
again you will die.


Moses left at once and never saw
Pharaoh again.


God’s will is done for the
Children of Israel in Egypt.


Activity One - Have the children orally answer these questions.


1. What did Aaron’s rod turn into at first?


2. What did God want Pharaoh to do?


3. Why did God want the Israelites to leave Egypt?


4. Why wouldn’t Pharaoh listen to God?


5. What happened each time that Pharaoh said, “No”?
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6. Describe one plague and how it hurt the Egyptians.


7. How did God show His power to Pharaoh?


8. How does God show His power to us?


9. How could Aaron and Moses do such big miracles?


10. What happened to Pharaoh because he wouldn’t listen to God?


11. How do we listen to God?


God’s will is done in our life.


Activity Two - Put a blindfold on children and try to make them find an object. When
they can’t find it have another student or you direct them to it. Explain that this is like the
Egyptians and any person who does not have and listen to God’s Word.


Passages


Matthew 11:28   "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.


Philippians 1:21 -  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Psalms 37:5 -   Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


Hymn - TLH #517 v. 1


The will of God is always best and shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest, He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need, He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend, shall not be left despairing.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for using Your power to help me. Help us to listen and obey


Your Word. Amen.
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The Plagues
Exodus 5 - 10
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The Story


God’s people, the Israelites, were
slaves in the land of Egypt. God sent Moses
and Aaron to see Pharaoh, the great king
of Egypt. They said to him, “Let my people
go so that they may worship me in the
desert.”


Pharaoh did not let the Israelites go.
So God told Moses and Aaron to go see
Pharaoh again. Aaron held in his hand a
rod. Aaron threw down his rod as God had
told him to and it became a snake.
Pharaoh asked his magicians to turn their
rods into snakes. Each magician turned his
rod into a snake also. But Aaron’s snake
ate up all the other snakes. Pharaoh saw
all of this but he still would not listen to
God’s Word. He would not let the people
go.


God told Moses and Aaron to bring
the rod and go see Pharaoh. They told him,
“The Lord God has asked that you let His
people go. You haven’t listened to God.
God is going to show you that He is the
true God by bringing bad plagues on your
land.”


Aaron took his rod and hit the Nile
River. All the water in Egypt was turned to
blood. All the fish in the water died and the
Egyptians had no water to drink. Pharaoh
still did not listen to God and said that the
Israelites could not go to worship.


Moses and Aaron went back to
Pharaoh and asked him to let God’s
people go to worship Him. Once again
Pharaoh would not let the people go. This
time Aaron held his rod up over the land
and thousands of frogs came up from the
rivers and covered the land of Egypt. They
were even in the people’s beds and food!


Pharaoh asked Moses and Aaron if
they would take the frogs away. He said
that he would let the Israelites go and
worship God. So Moses prayed to the Lord
that the frogs would die. When Pharaoh


saw that all the frogs had died and his
people were OK he changed his mind
(hardened his heart) and would not let the
Israelites go.


After Pharaoh did not listen to the
Lord, God told Aaron to stretch out his rod
and hit the ground. When Aaron did this
the dust on the ground became little bugs
that crawled up on people and animals
and bit them. Pharaoh’s heart was still
hardened and he would not let the
Israelites go.


God sent Moses and Aaron to
Pharaoh again. They told him that if he did
not let God’s people go the Lord would
send millions of flies that would be all over
the Egyptians but not on God’s people,
the Israelites. Pharaoh refused to listen
again. God sent millions of flies into the
land of Egypt.


Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron that
if they made the flies go away he would let
the Israelites go and worship their God.
Moses prayed to God and the flies were
taken away. Pharaoh’s mind again 
changed and he would not let the people
go.


The next plague that God sent was a
horrible sickness to all the cows, camels
and sheep in Egypt. All of them got sick
and died. Still Pharaoh would not listen to
God. He would not let the Israelites go and
worship.


God told Moses and Aaron to take
handfuls of ash from a fire and throw it in
the air. The ash became like dust and
covered all the people and animals in
Egypt. All the people and animals got sores
that hurt all over their bodies. Pharaoh’s
heart was still hard and he would not
release the Israelites to go worship.


After the sixth plague God sent
Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh and told
them to say, “If you don’t let my people go
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I will send three more plagues that will be
worse then all of the ones you have seen.”


Pharaoh ignored God’s Word and
said, “No.”


So God sent a horrible storm to
destroy all the crops and trees in Egypt.
Hail, thunder and lightening came from the
skies hitting the people and animals, and
ruining all the Egyptian crops. Pharaoh
called Moses and Aaron before him and
pleaded that they make the storm stop
and he would surely let the Israelites go
and worship the Lord God. But once again
Pharaoh sinned and changed his mind
and would not let the Lord’s people go.


God sent another plague on the
land of Egypt. This time there were a million
grasshoppers that came into the land.
They were like a huge storm. They ate
everything they saw. Pharaoh sent for
Moses and Aaron and promised that this
time he would let the people go. Moses
said, “We are going to go with the men,
women, children and flocks to worship our
God.”


Pharaoh didn’t want all his slaves to
leave. He told Moses and Aaron that they
could only take the men of Israel with them


to worship.
So God told Moses to stretch his


hand out over the land of Egypt. A great
darkness came over the land; a darkness
so black and scary that you could feel it.
The darkness lasted for three days. The
Egyptians were so afraid that they didn’t
leave their homes. Yet where the Israelites
lived they had light to see by.


Pharaoh asked Moses to come and
see him again. He said to Moses, “I will let
the men, women, and children go worship
but they must leave the animals here.”


Moses told Pharaoh that they
needed their animals to make offerings to
the Lord while they worshiped. Pharaoh’s
heart was hardened again. He said to
Moses, “Leave me alone! If I ever see you
again you will die.


Moses left at once and never saw
Pharaoh again.


God’s will is done for the
Children of Israel in Egypt.


Activity One - Read each sentence and decide if it is (T)rue or (F)alse. If it is FALSE cross
out the incorrect word or words and write the correct word on the line behind the sentence.


1. _____ God told Moses and Aaron to go tell Pharaoh to let His people go and worship.
___________________________


2. _____ God sent 12 plagues, or disasters, to show Pharaoh that He was the true God.
___________________________


3. _____ The troubles, called plagues, bothered all the people of Egypt and all the
Israelites. ___________________________


4. _____ The first plague was the locust. ___________________________


5. _____ The ninth plague was the 3 days of darkness. ___________________________
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6. _____ Moses asked Pharaoh after the sixth plague to let all the men, women, children
and cattle go and worship. ___________________________


7. _____ The last 4 plagues were the worst God sent. ___________________________


8. _____ Pharaoh changed his mind because God had power over him.
___________________________


9. _____ Moses and Aaron did these miracles by their own power.
___________________________


10. _____ Pharaoh was punished because he would not listen to God’s Word.
___________________________


11. _____ God’s will is never done. ___________________________


12. _____ God was pleased that Pharaoh did not listen to His Word.
___________________________


God’s will is done in our life.


Passages


Matthew 11:28   "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.


Philippians 1:21 -  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Psalms 37:5 -   Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass.
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Activity Two - You are a journalist in Egypt. Describe one of the plagues that you have
witnessed.


Hymn - TLH #517 v. 1, 2


The will of God is always best and shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest, He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need, He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend, shall not be left despairing.


God is my Comfort and my Trust, My Hope and Life abiding;
And to His counsel, wise and just, I yield, in Him confiding.
The very hairs, His Word declares, upon my head He numbers.
By night and day God is my Stay, He never sleeps nor slumbers.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for using Your power to save me from my sin. Guide me as I learn


about You. Help me to listen and obey Your Word in all things. Amen.


The Nile News
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The Plagues
Exodus 5 - 10


 


The people and animal in the picture are suffering 
a terrible attack of flies sent by God. Why?


That will not be the only suffering sent to the
people of Egypt. Let’s find out more.


 
Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirit
into my heart through Your Word which we are
about to study. Help me to learn about the
plagues You sent on Egypt. Show me how Your will
is done at all times. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Plagues - a paraphrase of Exodus 5 - 10


God’s people, the Israelites, were
slaves in the land of Egypt. God sent Moses
and Aaron to see Pharaoh, the great king
of Egypt. The Lord told Moses and Aaron
that when Pharaoh asked them to perform
a miracle Aaron should take his staff and
throw it down before Pharaoh and it would
become a snake.


Aaron and Moses did just as the Lord
commanded. Aaron threw down his staff in
front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it
became a snake. Pharaoh summoned his
wise men, sorcerers, and magicians to
perform the same act. Each one threw
down his staff and it became a snake.
They did this by their secret arts. Aaron’s
staff swallowed up their staffs. Yet
Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he
would not listen to Moses and Aaron.


The Lord came to Moses and said,
“Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses
to let the people go. Go to Pharaoh in the
morning as he goes out to the water. Wait
on the bank of the Nile to meet him and


take in your hand the staff that was
changed into a snake. Then say to him,
‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has
sent me to say to you; “Let My people go,
so that they may worship Me in the desert.”
But until now you have not listened. This is
what the Lord says: “By this you will know
that I am the Lord; with the staff that is in
my hand I will strike the water of the Nile,
and it will be changed into blood. The fish
in the Nile will die, and the river will stink;
the Egyptians will not be able to drink its
water.”’”


Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord
commanded. Aaron raised his staff in front
of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the
water of the Nile and the water was
changed into blood. All the fish in the
water died, and the river smelled so bad
that the Egyptians could not drink any
water.


Pharaoh’s magicians did the same
thing by their secret arts. Pharaoh saw all
this and was not moved. He went back
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into his palace and would not listen to the
Word of the Lord.


Seven days passed and the Lord
came to Moses and asked him to go speak
to Pharaoh again. Moses went to Pharaoh
and told him that if he would not let the
Israelites go the Lord would send a plague
of frogs on the whole country.


The frogs descended upon the land.
They came into the palace and into
Pharaoh’s bedroom. They got into all the
water and food. They swarmed up on all
the people. The magicians were also able
to bring up frogs. 


Pharaoh called to Moses and Aaron
and said, “Pray to the Lord to take the
frogs away from me and my people, and I
will let your people go to offer sacrifices to
the Lord.”


Moses replied, “I leave to you the
honor of setting the time for me to pray for
you and your officials and your people that
you and your houses may be rid of the
frogs, except for those that remain in the
Nile.”


“Tomorrow, “ replied Pharaoh.


Moses replied, “It will be as you say,
so that you may know there is no one like
the Lord our God. The frogs will leave you
and your houses, your officials and your
people; they will remain only in the Nile.”


Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh and
prayed to God to remove the frogs. God
did as Moses asked and there were piles of
dead frogs all over the land. When
Pharaoh saw that relief had come to his
people he hardened his heart and would
not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the
Lord had said he would do.


God told Aaron to stretch out his
staff over the land and strike the dust on
the ground. Throughout the land of Egypt
the dust on the ground became lice. They
came up on all the people and animals.


Pharaoh’s magicians were not able
to bring forth lice so they went to Pharaoh
and told him that this was the finger of
God. But Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he
would not listen.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to warn
him that if he did not let the people go to
worship Him he would send swarms of flies
over the land of Egypt. They would fill the
houses and cover the people. There would
be nothing that would not be covered by
flies. However the land of Goshen where
the Israelites lived was not swarmed by
flies.


The Lord did as He said and swarms
of flies ruined the land of Egypt. Pharaoh
called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go,
sacrifice to your God here in the land.”


But Moses said, “That would not be
right. The sacrifices we offer the Lord our
God would be detestable to the Egyptians.
And if we offer sacrifices that are
detestable in their eyes, will they not stone
us? We must take a three day journey into
the desert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our
God, as He commands us.”


Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to
offer sacrifices to the Lord your God in the
desert, but you must not go very far. Now
pray for me.”


Moses answered, “As soon as I leave
you, I will pray to the Lord, and tomorrow
the flies will leave Pharaoh and his officials
and his people. Only be sure that Pharaoh
does not act deceitfully again by not
letting the people go to offer sacrifices to
the Lord.”


Moses left Pharaoh and prayed that
the Lord would take away the flies. The
Lord did as Moses asked. However, by the
time all the flies had gone, Pharaoh had
hardened his heart and would not let the
people go.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to tell
him that unless he let the people go to







Old Testament 3 The Plagues- Level 3


worship the Lord, He would send a horrible
sickness on the livestock in the fields - on
the horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep
and goats. Yet the Lord would not touch
the animals belonging to the Israelites. The
next day the Lord sent the disease and it
killed all the livestock in Egypt but none of
the Israelite’s livestock was hurt.


Pharaoh sent men out to investigate
and found out what the Lord had said was
true. Yet his heart was unchanged and he
would not let the people go.


The Lord told Moses and Aaron to
take handfuls of ashes from a furnace and
have Moses toss it up into the air. The ashes
became a fine dust that covered the
whole land of Egypt and caused festering
boils to break out on all the men and
animals. Pharaoh’s magicians couldn’t
even try to copy Moses and Aaron
because they were covered with boils.
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he
would not listen to the words of Moses and
Aaron.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to warn
him that if he would not let the people go
the Lord would send the full force of His
plagues against the land of Egypt. He
would do this to show Pharaoh that He had
all power. Moses told Pharaoh that
tomorrow a horrible hailstorm would strike
and those who feared the Word of the
Lord should bring their livestock in out of
the fields.


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand toward the sky so that hail
will fall all over Egypt - on men and animals
and on everything growing in the fields of
Egypt.” When Moses stretched out his staff
toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and
hail, and lightning flashed down to the
ground. It was the worst storm Egypt had
see since it had become a nation. The only
place it did not hail was in the land of
Goshen where the Israelites were.


Pharaoh summoned Moses to him
and said, “This time I have sinned. The Lord
is right, I and my people are wrong. Pray to
the Lord for we have had enough thunder
and hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to
stay any longer.”


Moses replied, “When I have gone
out of the city, I will spread out my hands in 
prayer to the Lord. The thunder will stop
and there will be no more hail, so you may
know that the earth is the Lord’s. But I know
that you and your officials still do not fear
the Lord God.”


When Moses had prayed to God
and the storm had stopped Pharaoh
hardened his heart and would not let the
Israelites go, just as the Lord had said
through Moses.


Moses and Aaron went before
Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says; ‘How
long will you refuse to humble yourself
before me? Let my people go, so that they
may worship Me. If you refuse to let them
go, I will bring locusts into your country
tomorrow. They will cover the face of the
ground so that it cannot be seen. They will
devour what little you have left after the
hail, including every tree that is growing in
your fields. They will fill your houses and
those of all your officials and all the
Egyptians - something neither your fathers
nor your forefathers have ever seen from
the day they settled in this land till now.’”


After Moses had said this he left
Pharaoh. Pharaoh’s officials said to
Pharaoh, “How long will this man be a
snare to us? Let the people go, so that
they may worship the Lord their God. Do
you not realize that Egypt is ruined?”


Pharaoh brought back Moses and
Aaron and said, “Go, worship the Lord your
God. But just who will be going?”


Moses answered, “We will go with
our young and old, with our sons and
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daughters, and with our flocks and herds,
because we are to celebrate a festival to
the Lord.”


Pharaoh said, “The Lord had better
be with you if I let you go, along with your
women and children! Clearly you are bent
on evil. No! Have only the men go; and
worship the Lord, since that’s what you
have been asking for.” Then Moses and
Aaron were driven out of Pharaoh’s
presence.


The Lord told Moses to stretch his
hand out over the land so that the locusts
would swarm over the land and devour
everything growing in the fields.


Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses
and Aaron and said, “I have sinned
against the Lord your God and against
you. Now forgive my sin once more and
pray to the Lord your God to take this
deadly plague away from me.”


Moses prayed and the Lord
changed the direction of the wind and not
a locust was left in the land of Egypt. But
the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he
would not let the Israelites go.


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand toward the sky so that the


darkness will spread over Egypt - darkness
that can be felt.”


Moses did as the Lord told him and a
darkness spread over the land of Egypt
that lasted for three days. No one could
see anyone else or leave his place for
three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in
the places where they lived.


Pharaoh called Moses to him, “Go,
and worship the Lord. Even your women
and children may go with you; only leave
your flocks and herds behind.”


But Moses said, “You must allow us to
have sacrifices and burnt offerings to
present to the Lord our God. Our livestock
too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left
behind. We have to use some of them in
worshiping the Lord our God, and until we
get there we will know what we are to use
to worship the Lord.”


But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s
heart and he was not willing to let them
go. Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my
sight! Make sure you do not appear before
me again! The day you see my face you
will die.”


“Just as you say,” Moses replied, “I
will never appear before you again.”


Outer Aim - God’s will is done for the Children of Israel in Egypt.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer each question. Then open your Bible to Exodus 7 - 10
and find 4 passages from the story that answer each question.


1. How did God show Pharaoh His power?
Your answer:


Bible answer:
A.
B.
C.
D.
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2. How did Pharaoh respond to the plagues?
Your answer:


Bible answer:
A.
B.
C.
D.


3. What did God finally do?
Your answer:


Bible answer:
A.
B.
C.
D.


What God Tells Us - Discuss the following questions and answers.


1. What happens when unbelievers reject God over and over again as Pharaoh did?


2. Compare your answer with what God’s Word says in John 12:37-40 - “But although He
had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, {38} that the word
of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: "Lord, who has believed our
report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?" {39} Therefore they
could not believe, because Isaiah said again: {40} "He has blinded their eyes and
hardened their hearts, Lest they should see with their eyes, Lest they should understand
with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them."


Inner Aim - God’s will is done in our life.
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Passages


Matthew 11:28   "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.


Philippians 1:21 -  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Psalms 37:5 -   Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


Psalms 31:1-5 -  In You, O LORD, I put my trust; let me never be ashamed; deliver me in Your
righteousness. Bow down Your ear to me, deliver me speedily; be my rock of refuge, a
fortress of defense to save me. For You are my rock and my fortress; therefore, for Your


name's sake, lead me and guide me. Pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for
me, for You are my strength. Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, 


O LORD God of truth.


Hymn - TLH #517 v. 1, 2


The will of God is always best and shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest, He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need, He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend, shall not be left despairing.


God is my Comfort and my Trust, My Hope and Life abiding;
And to His counsel, wise and just, I yield, in Him confiding.
The very hairs, His Word declares, upon my head He numbers.
By night and day God is my Stay, He never sleeps nor slumbers.


Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Plagues
Exodus 5 - 10


 


The people and animal in the picture are suffering 
a terrible attack of flies sent by God. Why?


That will not be the only suffering sent to the
people of Egypt. Let’s find out more.


 
Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send your Holy Spirit into
my heart through Your Word that we are about to
study. Help me to learn about the plagues You sent on
Egypt. Show me how Your will is done at all times. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Plagues - a paraphrase of Exodus 5 - 10


God’s people, the Israelites, were
slaves in the land of Egypt. God sent Moses
and Aaron to see Pharaoh, the great king
of Egypt. The Lord told Moses and Aaron
that when Pharaoh asked them to perform
a miracle Aaron should take his staff and
throw it down before Pharaoh and it would
become a snake.


Aaron and Moses did just as the Lord
commanded. Aaron threw down his staff in
front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it
became a snake. Pharaoh summoned his
wise men, sorcerers, and magicians to
perform the same act. Each one threw
down his staff and it became a snake.
They did this by their secret arts. Aaron’s
staff swallowed up their staffs. Yet
Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he
would not listen to Moses and Aaron.


The Lord came to Moses and said,
“Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he refuses
to let the people go. Go to Pharaoh in the
morning as he goes out to the water. Wait
on the bank of the Nile to meet him and
take in your hand the staff that was


changed into a snake. Then say to him,
‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has
sent me to say to you; Let my people go,
so that they may worship me in the desert.
But until now you have not listened. This is
what the Lord says: By this you will know
that I am the Lord; with the staff that is in
my hand I will strike the water of the Nile,
and it will be changed into blood. The fish
in the Nile will die, and the river will stink;
the Egyptians will not be able to drink its
water.’”


Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord
commanded. Aaron raised his staff in front
of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the
water of the Nile and the water was
changed into blood. All the fish in the
water died, and the river smelled so bad
that the Egyptians could not drink any
water.


Pharaoh’s magicians did the same
thing by their secret arts. Pharaoh saw all
this and did not care. He went back into
his palace and would not listen to the
Word of the Lord. Seven days passed and
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the Lord came to Moses and asked him to
go speak to Pharaoh again. Moses went to
Pharaoh and told him that if he would not
let the Israelites go the Lord would send a
plague of frogs on the whole country.


The frogs descended upon the land.
They came into the palace and into
Pharaoh’s bedroom. They got into all the
water and food. They swarmed up on all
the people.


Pharaoh called to Moses and Aaron
and said, “Pray to the Lord to take the
frogs away from me and my people, and I
will let your people go to offer sacrifices to
the Lord.”


Moses replied, “I leave to you the
honor of setting the time for me to pray for
you and your officials and your people that
you and your houses may be rid of the
frogs, except for those that remain in the
Nile.”


“Tomorrow, “ replied Pharaoh.


Moses replied, “It will be as you say,
so that you may know there is no one like
the Lord our God. The frogs will leave you
and your houses, your officials and your
people; they will remain only in the Nile.”


Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh and
prayed to God to remove the frogs. God
did as Moses asked and there were piles of
dead frogs all over the land. When
Pharaoh saw that relief had come to his
people he hardened his heart and would
not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the
Lord had said he would do.


God told Aaron to stretch out his
staff over the land and strike the dust on
the ground. Throughout the land of Egypt
the dust on the ground became gnats.
They came up on all the people and
animals.


Pharaoh’s magicians went to
Pharaoh and told him that this was the
finger of God. But Pharaoh’s heart was
hard and he would not listen.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to warn
him that if he did not let the people go to
worship Him he would send swarms of flies
over the land of Egypt. They would fill the
houses and cover the people. There would
be nothing that would not be covered by
flies. However the land of Goshen where
the Israelites lived was not swarmed by
flies.


The Lord did as He said and swarms
of flies ruined the land of Egypt. Pharaoh
called Moses and Aaron and said, “GO,
sacrifice to your God here in the land.”


But Moses said, “That would not be
right. The sacrifices we offer the Lord our
God would be detestable to the Egyptians.
And if we offer sacrifices that are
detestable in their eyes, will they not stone
us? We must take a three-day journey into
the desert to offer sacrifices to the Lord our
God, as He commands us.”


Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to
offer sacrifices to the Lord your God in the
desert, but you must not go very far. Now
pray for me.”


Moses answered, “As soon as I leave
you, I will pray to the Lord, and tomorrow
the flies will leave Pharaoh and his officials
and his people. Only be sure that Pharaoh
does not act deceitfully again by not
letting the people go to offer sacrifices to
the Lord.”


Moses left Pharaoh and prayed that
the Lord would take away the flies. The
Lord did as Moses asked. However by the
time all the flies had gone Pharaoh had
hardened his heart and would not let the
people go.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to tell
him that unless he let the people go to
worship the Lord, He would send a horrible
sickness on the livestock in the fields - on
the horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep
and goats. Yet the Lord would not touch
the animals belonging to the Israelites. The
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next day the Lord sent the disease and it
killed all the livestock in Egypt but none of
the Israelite’s livestock was hurt.


Pharaoh sent me out to investigate
and found out what the Lord had said was
true. Yet his heart was unchanging and he
would not let the people go.


The Lord told Moses and Aaron to
take handfuls of soot from a furnace and
have Moses toss it up into the air. The soot
became a fine dust that covered the
whole land of Egypt and caused festering
boils to break out on all the men and
animals. Pharaoh’s magicians couldn’t
even try to copy Moses and Aaron
because they were covered with boils.
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he
would not listen to the words of Moses and
Aaron.


God sent Moses to Pharaoh to warn
him that if he would not let the people go
the Lord would send the full force of His
plagues against the land of Egypt. He
would do this to show Pharaoh that He had
all power. Moses told Pharaoh that
tomorrow a horrible hailstorm would strike
and those who feared the Word of the
Lord should bring their livestock in out of
the fields.


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand toward the sky so that hail
will fall all over Egypt - on men and animals
and on everything growing in the fields of
Egypt.” When Moses stretched out his staff
toward the sky, the Lord sent thunder and
hail, and lightning flashed down to the
ground. It was the worst storm Egypt had
seen since it had become a nation. The
only place it did not hail was in the land of
Goshen where the Israelites were.


Pharaoh summoned Moses to him
and said, “This time I have sinned. The Lord
is right, I and my people are wrong. Pray to
the Lord for we have had enough thunder
and hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to


stay any longer.”


Moses replied, “When I have gone
out of the city, I will spread out my hands in 
prayer to the Lord. The thunder will stop
and there will be no more hail, so you may
know that the earth is the Lord’s. But I know
that you and your officials still do not fear
the Lord God.”


When Moses had prayed to God
and the storm had stopped Pharaoh
hardened his heart and would not let the
Israelites go, just as the Lord had said
through Moses.


Moses and Aaron went before
Pharaoh and said to him, “This is what the
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says; ‘How
long will you refuse to humble yourself
before me? Let my people go, so that they
may worship Me. If you refuse to let them
go, I will bring locusts into your country
tomorrow. They will cover the face of the
ground so that it cannot be seen. They will
devour what little you have left after the
hail, including every tree that is growing in
your fields. They will fill your houses and
those of all your officials and all the
Egyptians - something neither your fathers
nor your forefathers have ever seen from
the day they settled in this land till now.’”


After Moses had said this he left
Pharaoh. Pharaoh’s officials said to
Pharaoh, “How long will this man be a
snare to us? Let the people go, so that
they may worship the Lord their God. Do
you not realize that Egypt is ruined?”


Pharaoh brought back Moses and
Aaron and said, “Go, worship the Lord your
God. But just who will be going?”


Moses answered, “We will go with
our young and old, with our sons and
daughters, and with our flocks and herds,
because we are to celebrate a festival to
the Lord.”


Pharaoh said, “The Lord be with you
if I let you go, along with your women and
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children! Clearly you are bent on evil. No!
Have only the men go; and worship the
Lord, since that’s what you have been
asking for.” Then Moses and Aaron were
driven out of Pharaoh’s presence.


The Lord told Moses to stretch his
hand out over the land so that the locusts
would swarm over the land and devour
everything growing in the fields.


Pharaoh quickly summoned Moses
and Aaron and said, “I have sinned
against the Lord your God and against
you. Now forgive my sin once more and
pray to the Lord your God to take this
deadly plague away from me.”


Moses prayed and the Lord
changed the direction of the wind and not
a locust was left in the land of Egypt. But
the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he
would not let the Israelites go.


Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch
out your hand toward the sky so that the
darkness will spread over Egypt - darkness
that can be felt.”


Moses did as the Lord told him and a


darkness spread over the land of Egypt
that lasted for three days. No one could
see anyone else or leave his place for
three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in
the places where they lived.


Pharaoh called Moses to him, “Go,
and worship the Lord. Even your women
and children may go with you; only leave
your flocks and herds behind.”


But Moses said, “You must allow us to
have sacrifices and burnt offerings to
present to the Lord our God. Our livestock
too must go with us; not a hoof is to be left
behind. We have to use some of them in
worshiping the Lord our God, and until we
get there we will not know what we are to
use to worship the Lord.”


But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s
heart and he was not willing to let them
go. Pharaoh said to Moses, “Get out of my
sight! Make sure you do not appear before
me again! The day you see my face you
will die.”


“Just as you say,” Moses replied, “I
will never appear before you again.”


Outer Aim - God’s will is done for the Children of Israel in Egypt.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer each question.


1. How did God show Pharaoh His power?


2. How did Pharaoh respond to the plagues?
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3. What did God finally do?


What God Tells Us - Divide into three groups. Each group select one IDEA from the story.
Then discuss each idea in reference to the three DISCUSSION QUESTIONS that follow.


IDEAS:


1. To show Pharaoh that
He was the true God,
God sent horrible
plagues on the
Egyptians.


2. Pharaoh continued to
harden his heart.


3. God hardened
Pharaoh’s heart so
that he could not
repent.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:


1. List passages from Scripture that teach us this idea.


2. Why do you think that the Holy Spirit wrote this information for us, and why is it relevant for


us today?


3. How can we apply what the Lord is teaching us here to our own personal lives?


Inner Aim - God’s will is done in our life.


Passages


Matthew 11:28   "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.


Philippians 1:21 -  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.


Psalms 37:5 -   Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.


Psalms 31:1 -  In You, O LORD, I put my trust; let me never be ashamed; deliver me in Your
righteousness.


Psalm 27:1 - The Lord is my Light and Salvation; Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of
my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?
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The Conclusion to the 10 Commandments (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


What does God say about all of these commandments?
He says, “I, the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to


thousands of those who love Me and keep My commandments.
What does this mean?


God threatens to punish all who do not obey these commandments. Therefore, we should
fear His anger and not do anything against what He commands. God also promises grace


and every blessing to those who obey these commandments. Therefore, we should love and
trust Him and willingly do what He commands.


Hymn - TLH #517 v. 1, 2


The will of God is always best and shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest, He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need, He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend, shall not be left despairing.


God is my Comfort and my Trust, My Hope and Life abiding;
And to His counsel, wise and just, I yield, in Him confiding.
The very hairs, His Word declares, upon my head He numbers.
By night and day God is my Stay, He never sleeps nor slumbers.


Prayer


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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The Golden Calf
Exodus 24:12-18; 31:18 - 32:35; 34:1-7, 28-33


 







Old Testament 2  The Golden Calf  - Level 1


The Story


 The LORD said to Moses, "Come
up to Me on Mt. Sinai and I will give you
tablets of stone, and the law and
commandments which I have written,
that you may teach the people." 


So Moses went up to Mt. Sinai and
left Aaron in charge of the people.
Moses stayed on the mountain 40 days
and 40 nights.  God spoke to Moses on
Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets
of stone. God’s wrote His
commandments on these stones.


The people grew restless waiting
for Moses those forty days. They came
to Aaron and said, "We do not know if
Moses will come back. Make us a god
to worship." 


Aaron said to them, "Bring me
your golden earrings.” So all the people
brought their gold to Aaron and he
made a calf of gold. Aaron also built
an altar before it. The people ate and
danced before the golden calf. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Go, get
down! The people are worshiping a
golden calf.'" 


Moses prayed for the people and
asked God to forgive them their sin of
worshiping an idol.


Moses went down from the
mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand.  In his great
anger at seeing the people worshiping
the golden calf Moses threw down the
tablets and broke them. Then he took
the calf which they had made, burned
it in the fire, and ground it to powder;
and he scattered it on the water and
made the children of Israel drink it. 


Moses commanded that all those


who still worshiped the golden calf be
killed. About three thousand men were
killed. 


Moses and the people asked God
for forgiveness.


The LORD said to Moses, "Come to
Me on the mountain with 2 new tablets
and I will again write the
commandments. Let no man or animal
be near the mountain.” 


Moses did as the LORD said and
he was there with the LORD forty days
and forty nights and the LORD wrote
the Ten Commandments. 


When Moses came down from
Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the
Testimony the skin of his face shone
from talking with the LORD. When Aaron
and all the children of Israel saw Moses
they were afraid to come near him.
Then Moses gave them the tablets
containing the LORD’s Commandments
and told them all that the LORD had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 


When Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil on his
face.


The Children of Israel committed
the sin of idolatry. 


God commands that He be the
most important thing in our life.
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Activity One - Cut out and glue the broken pieces onto the tablet of stone.


         







Old Testament 4  The Golden Calf  - Level 1


Activity Two - Put an X on those things which people could love
more than God. Circle the things that help us worship God.


Passages


Matthew 4:10  - You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.


The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.


What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


(Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH 430 v.  8


What is the world to me! My Jesus is my Treasure,
My Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my Pleasure,
My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare: what is the world to me!


Prayer


Dear Jesus, today we learn about how quickly God’s people turned to
other gods. Keep anything from becoming more important to us than Jesus
and His Word. Thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin.  Amen.
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The Golden Calf
Exodus 24:12-18; 31:18 - 32:35; 34:1-7, 28-33
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The Story


 The LORD said to Moses, "Come
up to Me on Mount Sinai and I will give
you tablets of stone, and the law and
commandments which I have written,
that you may teach the people." 


So Moses went up to Mount Sinai
and left Aaron in charge of the people.
Moses stayed on the mountain 40 days
and 40 nights.  God spoke to Moses on
Mount Sinai. He gave Moses two tablets
of stone. God’s wrote His
commandments on these stones.


The people grew restless waiting
for Moses those 40 days. They came to
Aaron and said, "We do not know if
Moses will come back. Make us a god
to worship." 


Aaron said to them, "Bring me
your golden earrings.” So all the people
brought their gold to Aaron and he
made a calf of gold. Aaron also built an
altar before it. The people ate and
danced before the golden calf. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Go, get
down! The people are worshiping a
golden calf.”


Moses prayed for the people and
asked God to forgive them their sin of
worshiping an idol.


Moses went down from the
mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand.  In his great
anger at seeing the people worshiping
the golden calf, Moses threw down the
tablets and broke them. Then he took
the calf which they had made, burned
it in the fire, and ground it to powder.
He then scattered it on the water and
made the children of Israel drink it. 


Moses commanded that all those
who still worshiped the golden calf be


killed. About three thousand men were
killed. 


Moses and the people asked God
for forgiveness.


The LORD said to Moses, "Come to
Me on the mountain with two new
tablets and I will again write the
commandments. Let no man or animal
be near the mountain.” 


Moses did as the LORD said and
he was there with the LORD forty days
and forty nights and the LORD wrote
the Ten Commandments. 


When Moses came down from
Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the
Testimony, the skin of his face shone
from talking with the LORD. When Aaron
and all the children of Israel saw Moses
they were afraid to come near him.
Then Moses gave them the tablets
containing the LORD’s Commandments
and told them all that the LORD had
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 


When Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil on his
face.


The Children of Israel committed
the sin of Idolatry. 


God commands that He be
more important than anything in


our lives.
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Activity One - Cross out the underlined word and write the correct word from the
WORD BOX to make the sentence true.


1. Moses went up Mt. Horeb to receive God’s
commandments.


2. Joshua was left in charge of the people.


3. Moses stayed on the mountain 25 days and nights.


4. Aaron made a golden snake for them to worship.


5. Moses threw down the two tablets of plastic.


6. Moses face disappeared after he had spoken to the
LORD.


7. God gave the 7 Commandments for all people to obey.


       


Activity Two - Put an X on those things which people could love more than God. Circle
the things that help us worship God.


WORD BOX


calf


Aaron


10


Sinai


stone


40


shone
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Passages
The First Commandment


You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?


We should fear, love and trust in God above all things. (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Fill in the blanks of the First Commandment.


The First Commandment


You shall have ________ other ______________.


What does this mean?


We should ______________, ________________ and _______________ in God


above ___________ ____________________.


Matthew 4:10b  - “You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve.”


Hymn - TLH 430 v. 1, 8 Use a highlighter or yellow crayon to highlight each name of Jesus.


What is the world to me with all its vaunted pleasure
When Thou, and Thou alone, Lord Jesus, art my Treasure!


Thou only, dearest Lord, my soul’s Delight shalt be;
Thou art my Peace, my Rest — what is the world to me!


What is the world to me! My Jesus is my Treasure,
My Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my Pleasure,


My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare: what is the world to me!


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
today we learn about how quickly God’s people turned to other gods. Keep


anything from becoming more important to us than Jesus and His Word. Thank
You for sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin.  Amen.
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The Golden Calf
Exodus 24:12-18; 31:18 - 32:35; 34:1-7, 28-33


 


Look at the money pictured at the right.
How can this be a problem for Christians and others?
Which of God’s commandments deals with loving anything more


than God?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, help me to see how easy it is for things to
become more important to me than You are. May I through the
power of the Holy Spirit fear, love and trust in You above all things.
Bless the Word we are about to study that we may grow in
knowledge of You.  Amen. 


The Story - Exodus 24, 31, 34 excerpts


 The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to
Me on Mt. Sinai and I will give you tablets of
stone, and the law and commandments
which I have written, that you may teach
them." 


So Moses went up to the mountain of
God with his assistant, Joshua. Before he left
Moses said to the elders, "Wait here for us until
we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are
with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go
to them." 


Then Moses went up into the mountain,
and a cloud covered the mountain for six
days. And on the seventh day He called to
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. The sight
of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming
fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of
the children of Israel. So Moses went into the
midst of the cloud and was on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.


After God spoke to Moses on Mount
Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of stone.
God wrote His commandments on these


stones.
The people grew restless waiting for


Moses those forty days. They came to
Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods that
shall go before us. We do not know what
has become of Moses, the man who
brought us up out of the land of Egypt." 


Aaron said to them, "Bring me your
golden earrings.” So all the people brought
their gold to Aaron and he fashioned it
and made a molded calf of gold. 


Then they said, "This is your god, O
Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!" 


Aaron also built an altar before it.
Then they rose early on the next day,
offered burnt offerings, ate and drank, and
did sinful idol worship before the golden
calf. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Go, get
down! For your people whom you brought
out of the land of Egypt have corrupted
themselves. They have turned aside quickly
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out of the way which I commanded them.
They have made themselves a molded calf,
and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said,
'This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out
of the land of Egypt!'" 


The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen
this people, and I will destroy them and make
of you a great nation." 


Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his
God, and said: "LORD, why does Your wrath
burn hot against Your people whom You have
brought out of the land of Egypt with great
power and with a mighty hand? Why should
the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought
them out to harm them, to kill them in the
mountains?’ Turn from Your fierce wrath, and
relent from this harm to Your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your
servants, to whom You swore by Your own self,
and said to them, 'I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of heaven; and all
this land that I have spoken of I give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'"
So the LORD relented from the harm which He
said He would do to His people. 


And Moses turned and went down from
the mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were
the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God engraved on the tablets. The
tablets were written on both sides.


When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
"There is a noise of war in the camp." 


But Moses said: "It is not the noise of the
shout of victory, nor of defeat, but the sound
of singing I hear." 


When they came near the camp, they
saw the calf and the dancing. In his great
anger Moses cast the tablets out of his hands
and broke them at the foot of the mountain.
Then he took the calf which they had made,
burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder;
and he scattered it on the water and made
the children of Israel drink it. 


Moses said to Aaron, "What did this
people do to you that you have brought so


great a sin upon them?" 
So Aaron said, "Do not be angry. You


know how evil these people can be.” 
Then Moses stood in the entrance of


the camp, and said, "Whoever is on the
Lord's side come to me." And all the sons of
Levi gathered themselves together to him. 


Moses told these sons of Levi to kill
those who still wanted to worship the
golden calf. About three thousand men
were killed. 


Then Moses said, "Consecrate
yourselves today to the LORD, that He may
bestow on you a blessing this day." 


The next day Moses and the people
prayed to the LORD to forgive them their
sin of idol worship. God forgave them but
did send a plague to the people because
of this sin against the First Commandment,
the sin of worshiping the golden calf as an
idol.


The LORD said to Moses, "Cut two
tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will
write on these tablets the words that were
on the first tablets which you broke. Come
up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and
present yourself to Me there on the top of
the mountain. Let no man or animal be
near the mountain.” 


Moses did as the LORD said and he
was there with the LORD forty days and
forty nights; he neither ate bread nor drank
water. And the LORD wrote on the tablets
the words of the covenant, the Ten
Commandments. 


When Moses came down from
Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the
Testimony, the skin of his face shone from
talking with the LORD. 


When Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses they were afraid to come
near him. Then Moses gave them the
tablets containing the LORD’s
Commandments and told them all that the
LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 


When Moses had finished speaking
with them, he put a veil on his face.
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Outer Aim - The children of Israel committed the sin of Idolatry.


What the Story Tells Us - Make these false statements true by crossing out the incorrect
word(s) and writing the correct word(s) above them.


1. Moses went up Mt. Horeb to receive God’s commandments.


2. Joshua and Hur were left in charge of the people.


3. Moses stayed on the mountain 25 days and nights.


4. The people wanted Aaron to make them some food.


5. Aaron made a golden snake for them to worship.


6. When Moses saw the people worshiping the false god he threw down the two tablets
of plastic.


7. The sons of Daniel helped Moses find and kill those who still worshiped the idol.


8. God told Aaron to come again to Mt. Sinai for new tablets of commandments.


9. Moses face disappeared after he had spoken to the LORD.


10. God gave the 7 Commandments for all people to obey.


Inner Aim - God commands that He be the most important thing in our lives.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Compare our God and idols by reading Psalm 115:3-4
and answer the questions.


Psalms 115:3-4 -  But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.  Their idols are silver
and gold, the work of men's hands.


1. Where is our God?


2. What does the true God do?


3. Of what are idols made?


4. Who made idols?
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Your Turn - Think about Moses and Aaron. Compare how they were either good or poor
leaders of God’s people.


What did Aaron do that showed he was a poor leader of God’s people while Moses was on


Mt. Sinai?


How did Moses show he was a good leader of God’s people in this lesson? (Try to name at


least 2 examples.)


Passages
Exodus 20:3  You shall have no other gods before Me.


Matthew 4:10  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with
you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’'"


The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in
God above all things.
(Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH 430 v. 1, 4, 8 Use a highlighter or light crayon to highlight each name of Jesus.


What is the world to me with all its vaunted      
     pleasure
When Thou, and Thou alone, Lord Jesus, art     
     my Treasure!
Thou only, dearest Lord, my soul’s Delight         
     shalt be;
Thou art my Peace, my Rest — what is the        
     world to me!


The world seeks after wealth and all that          
    Mammon offers,
Yet never is content tho’ gold should fill its        
    coffers.
I have a higher good, content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my Wealth — what is the world to   
    me!


What is the world to me! My Jesus is my            
      Treasure,
My Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my  
      Love, my Pleasure,
My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare: what is the world 
      to me!


Prayer
Dear Jesus, today we learned about how quickly God’s people turned to other gods.


Keep anything from becoming more important to us than Jesus and His Word. Take care of
us and our families today. We thank You that You love us enough to forgive us when we do
forget about You and do bad things. Thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin. 
Amen.
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The Golden Calf
Exodus 24:12-18; 31:18 - 32:35; 34:1-7, 28-33


 


Look at the money pictured at the right. 
How can this be a problem for Christians and others. 
Which of God’s commandments deals with loving anything more


than God?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, help us to see that often we let things of this
world become more important in our lives than You. May I through
the power of the Holy Spirit fear, love and trust in You above all
things. Bless the Word we are about to study that we may grow in
knowledge of You.  Amen. 


The Story - Exodus 24, 31, 34 excerpts


 The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to
Me on Mt. Sinai and I will give you tablets of
stone, and the law and commandments
which I have written, that you may teach
them." 


So Moses went up to the mountain of
God with his assistant, Joshua. Before he left
Moses said to the elders, "Wait here for us until
we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are
with you. If any man has a difficulty, let him go
to them." 


Then Moses went up into the mountain,
and a cloud covered the mountain for six
days. And on the seventh day He called to
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. The sight
of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming
fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of
the children of Israel. So Moses went into the
midst of the cloud and was on the mountain


forty days and forty nights.
After God spoke to Moses on Mount


Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of stone.
God’s wrote His commandments on these
stones.


The people grew restless waiting for
Moses those forty days. They came to
Aaron and said, "Come, make us gods that
shall go before us. We do not know what
has become of Moses, the man who
brought us up out of the land of Egypt." 


Aaron said to them, "Bring me your
golden earrings.” So all the people brought
their gold to Aaron and he fashioned it
and made a molded calf of gold. 


Then they said, "This is your god, O
Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!" 


Aaron also built an altar before it.
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Then they rose early on the next day, offered
burnt offerings, ate and drank, and did sinful
idol worship before the golden calf. 


The LORD said to Moses, "Go, get down!
For your people whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.
They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them. They have made
themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it
and sacrificed to it, and said, 'This is your god,
O Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!'" 


The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen
this people, and I will destroy them and make
of you a great nation." 


Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his
God, and said: "LORD, why does Your wrath
burn hot against Your people whom You
have brought out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand? Why
should the Egyptians speak, and say, 'He
brought them out to harm them, to kill them
in the mountains?’ Turn from Your fierce
wrath, and relent from this harm to Your
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by
Your own self, and said to them, 'I will multiply
your descendants as the stars of heaven; and
all this land that I have spoken of I give to
your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.'" So the LORD relented from the harm
which He said He would do to His people. 


And Moses turned and went down from
the mountain, and the two tablets of the
Testimony were in his hand the tablets were
the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God engraved on the tablets. The
tablets were written on both sides.


When Joshua heard the noise of the
people as they shouted, he said to Moses,
"There is a noise of war in the camp." 


But Moses said: "It is not the noise of
the shout of victory, nor of defeat, but the
sound of singing I hear." 


When they came near the camp,
they saw the calf and the dancing. In his
great anger Moses cast the tablets out of
his hands and broke them at the foot of
the mountain. Then he took the calf which
they had made, burned it in the fire, and
ground it to powder; and he scattered it
on the water and made the children of
Israel drink it. 


Moses said to Aaron, "What did this
people do to you that you have brought
so great a sin upon them?" 


So Aaron said, "Do not be angry. You
know how evil these people can be.” 


Then Moses stood in the entrance of
the camp, and said, "Whoever is on the
Lord's side come to me." And all the sons of
Levi gathered themselves together to him. 


Moses told these sons of Levi to kill
those who still wanted to worship the
golden calf. About three thousand men
were killed. 


Then Moses said, "Consecrate
yourselves today to the LORD, that He may
bestow on you a blessing this day." 


The next day Moses and the people
prayed to the LORD to forgive them their
sin of idol worship. God forgave them but
did send a plague to the people because
of this sin against the First Commandment
by worshiping the golden calf.


The LORD said to Moses, "Cut two
tablets of stone like the first ones, and I will
write on these tablets the words that were
on the first tablets which you broke. Come
up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and
present yourself to Me there on the top of
the mountain. Let no man or animal be
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near the mountain.” 
Moses did as the LORD said and he was


there with the LORD forty days and forty
nights; he neither ate bread nor drank water.
And the LORD wrote on the tablets the words
of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 


When Moses came down from Mount
Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony
the skin of his face shone from talking with the
LORD. 


When Aaron and all the children of
Israel saw Moses they were afraid to come
near him. Then Moses gave them the
tablets containing the LORD’s
Commandments and told them all that
the LORD had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. 


Moses had finished speaking with
them and put a veil on his face.


Outer Aim - The children of Israel committed the sin of Idolatry.


What the Story Tells Us - Make these false statements true by crossing off the incorrect
word(s) and writing the correct word(s) above them.


1. Moses went up Mt. Horeb to receive God’s commandments.


2. Joshua and Hur were left in charge of the people.


3. Moses stayed on the mountain 25 days and nights.


4. The people wanted Aaron to make them some food.


5. Aaron made a golden snake for them to worship.


6. When Moses saw the people worshiping the false god he threw down the two tablets
of plastic.


7. The sons of Daniel helped Moses find and kill those who still worshiped the idol.


8. God told Aaron to come again to Mt. Sinai for new tablets of commandments.


9. Moses face disappeared after he had spoken to the LORD.


10. God gave the 7 Commandments for all people to obey.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Think about Moses and Aaron. Compare how they were as
good and poor leaders of God’s people.


What did Aaron do while Moses was on Mt. Sinai that showed he was a poor leader of God’s


people?


What should he have said to the people when they came to him asking for a false god?


How did Moses show he was a good leader of God’s people in this lesson? (At least 2 examples.)


Inner Aim - God commands that He be the most important thing in our lives.


Your Turn - Read and discuss the following Bible passage and how it applies to you and your
life. Your teacher or you may even have some examples.


1 Corinthians 10:13 -  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
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Passages


Exodus 20:3  You shall have no other gods before Me.


Matthew 4:10  Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’'"


The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.


What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.


(Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH 430 v. 1, 4, 8 Use a highlighter or light crayon to highlight each name of Jesus.


What is the world to me with all its vaunted pleasure
When Thou, and Thou alone, Lord Jesus, art my Treasure!
Thou only, dearest Lord, my soul’s Delight shalt be;
Thou art my Peace, my Rest — what is the world to me!


The world seeks after wealth and all that Mammon offers,
Yet never is content tho’ gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good, content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my Wealth — what is the world to me!


What is the world to me! My Jesus is my Treasure,
My Life, my Health, my Wealth, my Friend, my Love, my Pleasure,
My Joy, my Crown, my All, my Bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare: what is the world to me!


Prayer


Dear Jesus, today we learn about how quickly God’s people turned to other gods. Keep
anything from becoming more important to us than Jesus and His Word. Take care of us and
our families today. We thank You that You love us enough to forgive us when we do forget
about You and do bad things. Thank You for sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin.  Amen.
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STORY 7/25/2003


The Golden Calf - Exodus 24: 12-18; 31:18-32:35; 34:1-7, 28-33


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, help me to see how easy it is for things to become more important to me than You are.
May I through the power of the Holy Spirit fear, love, and trust in You above all things. May the failings
and unbelief of Your people Israel be a warning for me lest I also fall. Bless the word which I am about to
bring to Jesus’ lambs. Amen.


VOCABULARY
idolatry - the worship of a false (non-existent) god
golden calf - a false god worshiped by the Egyptians
rose up to play - a description of sexual immorality


OUTER AIM
The children of Israel commit the sin of idolatry


INNER AIM
Whatever is most important to us becomes our “god”


BACKGROUND
While these sacred transactions (the giving of the Law) were taking place on the mountain with Moses, a
different scene was being played out in the camp of Israel. Moses was on Mt. Sinai for forty days and
forty nights. Moses went up on the mountain to get detailed instruction about the worship life and ritual of
God’s covenant people.


The prolonged absence of Moses, who had been gone for over a month, awakened doubts and fears in the
minds of the Children of Israel. The people feared the glory of Jehovah (Ex. 24:17). In their sinfulness, they
desired a god that they could see and control. Note how the gods of men are physical in nature, i.e. able to
be seen. The Israelites had been influenced by the Egyptians. The god Apis in the form of a calf
represented the powers of nature. Their sin consisted in their not recognizing the presence of the unseen
God. Their fears led them back to the unbelief of idolatry. We too make gods of whatever becomes most
important in our lives. The modern idols of money, power, and instant gratification are just as terrible as the
golden calf.


Aaron sought to compromise. He made the golden calf but proclaimed a “feast to Jehovah.” Aaron gave
in to the people and proved himself to be no leader of God’s people. This worship was also accompanied
by sexual sins and immorality.


God informed Moses of the quick apostasy of His people. “And the LORD said to Moses, "Go, get
down! For your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They have
turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molten calf,
and worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land
of Egypt!'" (Exodus 32:7-8)


Moses interceded with God for the people (vs. 11-14). These people belonged to Jehovah. God’s glory
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was involved in their fate. God’s gracious promises were pledged to bring the Savior from this people.
However, Moses was not prepared for the sight that greeted his eyes (vs.19). Moses was filled with wrath.
He broke the two tablets and summoned those who were on the side of Jehovah. The Levites slew 3,000 men.
The golden calf was burned, and the powder put into the drinking water. Those slain remained naked, i.e.
unrepentant. God warned that He would visit the sins of the people upon them. The Lord would not
personally go into the midst of Israel. Now an angel, and not Jehovah, would be Israel’s guide.


Moses asked the Lord’s forgiveness for this people with an intensity unequaled except by Christ (Exodus
32:31-32). Moses was reassured by the vision of God’s glory. This glory consisted of God’s grace. The
Lord consented to go before His people, and He would give them the rest of Canaan. Moses was only able to
see the backside of God’s glory (Exodus 33:21-23). We see the glory of God revealed in the face of His son
Jesus Christ and in the cross.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, today we learn about how quickly God’s people turned to other gods. Keep anything from
becoming more to important to us than Jesus and His Word. Take care of us and our families today. We
thank You that You love us enough to forgive us when we do forget about You and do bad things. Thank You
for sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This incident sets the pattern for the Children of Israel’s rebellious relationship with Jehovah. God had made
them His own people, led them out of Egypt, and provided manna for them. Their reaction was one of unbelief
and ingratitude. We see clearly in the account of Israel’s wilderness journey man’s sinfulness and God’s
undeserved grace. This pattern is carried out in the next stories of Israel’s wanderings in the wilderness and
even into the entire history of Old Testament Israel.


Review the account of the revelation of God’s glory in connection with the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai.
Read for yourself the detailed description of Israel’s worship life in Exodus 22-31. All of this pointed to the
coming of Jesus. It is obvious from this account that the Children of Israel could not be saved by the Law.
They were guilty of gross idolatry even before Moses came down from the mountain with God’s revelation of
His holy Law.


Discuss with your children what led the people of God to ask Aaron to make for them a god in the form of a
golden calf. Also pursue why Aaron gave in against better knowledge to this request of the people.


Tell the story by outlining what Moses saw when he came down from the mountain. Pagan idolatry was almost
always accompanied by wild parties and orgies. Idolatry became an excuse for sexual immorality. The phrase
“rose up to play” signifies sexual sins. The punishment was swift and severe. Three thousand people were
killed because of their idolatry and nakedness.


When God told Moses that He was going to destroy this people and make a new people out of God, Moses
interceded for the people. Moses appealed to God’s gracious and merciful nature. Moses argued that Israel
was God’s special people; that God’s own glory was involved in the fate of Israel; and finally that God had
promised that He would give “the land” to this people and bring forth the Savior from them. This was indeed a
stiff-necked people, and yet, God’s gracious promises would preserve them.
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APPLICATIONS
What are some examples of gods that can threaten our relationship with Jehovah? Mention things that can
become more important than Jesus to the children e.g. money and possessions, fun, and especially the form of
peer pressure.


What is the link between God’s punishment for sin and His forgiveness? Why does it become necessary to
punish transgressions as He did in the case of the Children of Israel? God is a just God visiting the iniquities of
the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generations. This is why God had to send Jesus to die for
our sins. God could not simply ignore sin.


Paul applies this account in 1 Corinthians 10:6-7, “Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we
should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is
written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.’" This is a strong warning against how
idolatry can take over even God’s own people.


With older children you might want to touch on the weakness of Israel’s future high priest, Aaron, and how
spiritual leaders sometimes tell people what they want to hear instead of rebuking them according to God’s
Word.


Emphasize that in spite of Israel’s flagrant disobedience and God’s righteous anger, Jehovah did not destroy
this people but kept His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Moses interceded for the people appealing
to God’s grace and mercy. We also need to pray for one another as well as for ourselves throwing ourselves,
upon the mercy of our Savior God.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Exodus 20:3 - You shall have no other gods before Me.


Middle any of the above and...
Matthew 4:10 - Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:7 - And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, "The people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.


HYMN CHOICES
“What Is The World To Me” (TLH #420:8)
“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus” (TLH #428)
“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” (TLH #409)
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STORY 8/17/2004


Israel Leaves Egypt - Exodus 13:17-15:2


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, sometimes I get so busy trying to solve my own problems that I forget that you have
already provided an answer for me. Help me to be quiet so that You can be God in my life. Especially
help me to realize that in teaching these children, only the Holy Spirit can create and preserve their
faith. With a humble spirit, I prepare to teach Jesus’ little lambs. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Passover -Meal to remember how God delivered His people out of Egypt


OUTER AIM
God teaches his people that He will take care of them.


INNER AIM
Be still my soul and God will work in our lives.


BACKGROUND
The Passover became a memorial feast for all generations to remember what God had done for His
people. The month of Abib or Nisan became the first month in the Jewish calendar. From this time
forth, in remembrance of this day, the firstborn of all Israel would belong to the Lord. The first born
son would have to be redeemed by a sacrifice. Compare the presentation of Jesus in the temple in
Luke 2. This would be a sign that the “Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.” ( Exodus
13:14-16) What takes place in today’s lesson must be considered in view of God’s great act of
salvation delivering His people from Egypt. The power of God was mightily revealed that night in
Egypt.


The Children of Israel were on their way to the Promised Land. The number of people including
women and children numbered about two million. There were 600,000 footmen of military age
(Exodus 12:37). They had been in Egypt 430 years from the time Jacob had come with seventy souls.
They journeyed from Rameses (treasure cities) to Succoth (booths), and from there to Etham. Instead
of going the shortest way to Palestine and encountering the Philistines, God led them southward into
the wilderness.


The Lord revealed His presence with the pillar of cloud which led them by day and the pillar of fire
which gave them light at night. Jehovah, the God of the covenant, was leading His people and
protecting them (Exodus 13:21).


The turn to the south ensured that Pharaoh would make one last attempt to get the people back
(Exodus 14:4). He would expect them to be entangled with the mountains on the west and south, the
Red Sea on the east, and would pursue them to the north. Flight was impossible; defense seemed
madness. The chariots of Egypt were the ultimate in warfare at that time. They could be equated with
panzer divisions of Germany and the air power of the Gulf War.


The people reacted to this first test with unbelief. They complained that they were better off in Egypt
(Exodus 14:12). Moses’ answer was the answer of faith. “Be quiet and know that God will fight for
you.” (Cf. Psalm 46:10) The Lord first opened the Red Sea for His people and then caused confusion
and panic among the Egyptians. Jehovah shook off the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. The Red Sea
closed and destroyed once and for all the military might of Egypt. This event became for Old
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Testament Israel a picture of God’s saving power and salvation which found completeness in Jesus and
the cross.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, there are many times that we become afraid of many things. Sometimes we do not know
where to turn for help. Remind us that You saved the nation of Israel by leading them through the Red
Sea. Remind us that You sent Jesus to save us from our sins. Help us be quiet, and know that You will
take care of us. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Ask the children whether it is easier to believe and trust in God when things are going well or when
there are problems. It is important to realize that people, because of their sinful nature, have a difficult
time trusting God. Everything God has done for us seems to disappear in the face of some difficult time
such as in sickness or death or the danger of a tornado.


Again it is very important to review and fit this story in with the previous chapters about the Passover.
The teacher should tell the story, highlighting the contrast between the tremendous deliverance of God’s
people from Egypt and their fear when they encountered the first obstacle on the way to the Promised
Land.


Use a map to trace Israel’s journey from Egypt into the desert area. This map should be used for the next
series of lessons. Stress that the Lord God wanted to protect the Children of Israel by not taking the
short way and encountering the Philistines and their military might in southern Canaan. Stress also that
this was the final act of Pharaoh’s rebellion against God. His blind and stubborn unbelief finally led him
and his nation to destruction.


The application of this lesson is that faith is trust, not in self, but in God. As God’s people, we are to be
quiet and remember that God will protect us. The continuing story of God’s Old Testament people show
how God acts on their behalf. So also with our salvation, we have to be quiet and not try to gain our
salvation by our own works. We need to know that God will act on our behalf through Jesus Christ.


APPLICATIONS
Discuss faith as trust in God when trust doesn’t make sense. Faith is not an intellectual, book-learning
exercise. Faith is trusting that God is taking care of us in every situation. This trust in God begins with
the knowledge and trust that God sent Jesus to die for our sins. Romans 8 reminds us that if God
delivered up His own Son for us, He will with Jesus freely give us all these other things.


Find out when the following people of God were weak in faith: Peter, the disciples, the children of
Israel. They all have one thing in common: a trust in self rather than dependence on the Lord. We also
and our children have times when we are “weak” in faith. Like Peter walking on the water, we are all
right as long as we keep our eyes on Jesus. Do not condemn the Children of Israel in such a way that
children think that they would never be weak of faith.


Discuss situations in which children and adults are afraid. Don’t dismiss any replies because they seem
petty. Children have real fears.


Follow through with what it means in our lives to “be quiet” and to “know God will protect us.” Instead
of trying to do things for ourselves, we need to learn to trust God to take care of our problems. Illustrate
this by telling how people, when they are troubled, tend to become nervous or worried and want to do
something, anything. The child of God learns to quietly wait for God to solve his problems.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Psalms 46:10 - Be still, and know that I am God.


Middle any of the above and...
Psalms 46:10 - Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth!


Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?


Upper any of the above and...
Psalms 46:1-3 - God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;
Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling.


Romans 8:32 - He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not
with Him also freely give us all things?


HYMN CHOICES
“Be Still My Soul” (TLH #651)
“I Am Trusting Thee Lord Jesus” (TLH #428)
“God Moves in a Mysterious Way” (TLH #514)







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                Israel Leaves Egypt Level 1


Israel Leaves Egypt
Exodus 13:17 - 15:2
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The Story


Then it came to pass, when
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had let the
people go, that God led the people
around by way of the wilderness of
the Red Sea.


The LORD went before them
by day in a pillar of cloud to lead
the way, and by night in a pillar of
fire to give them light, so as to go by
day and night.


Now the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: "Speak to the Children of
Israel, you shall camp by the sea."


After the Children of Israel had
left, the king said, "Why have we
done this, that we have let Israel go
from serving us?"  He took six
hundred chariots and his men,
chased Israel and caught up to
them camping by the sea. 


When the Children of Israel saw
the Egyptian army they were very
afraid, and cried out to the LORD
and complained to Moses.


Moses said to the people, "Do
not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will
accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you
will never see again. The LORD will
fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace."


The LORD said to Moses, "Tell
the Children of Israel to go forward.
Lift up your rod, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it.


And the Children of Israel shall go on
dry ground through the middle of
the sea." 


The pillar of cloud went from in
front of them and stood behind
them.  Thus it was a cloud and
darkness to the Egyptians, and it
gave light by night to Israel, so that
the one did not come near the
other all that night. 


Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD
caused the sea to divide.  So the
Children of Israel went into the
middle of the sea on the dry ground,
and the waters were a wall to them
on both sides. 


The Egyptians chased Israel 
into the middle of the sea. The LORD
troubled the army of the Egyptians.
He took off their chariot wheels, so
that they couldn’t drive them.


Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Stretch out your hand over the sea,
that the waters may come back
upon the Egyptians." 


Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea; and the waters
returned and covered the chariots,
the horsemen, and all the army of
Pharaoh. Not so much as one of
them remained. 


So the LORD saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the
Egyptians. The people feared the
LORD, and believed the LORD and
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His servant Moses.


Then Moses and the Children of
Israel sang this song to the LORD,
and spoke, saying: "I will sing to the
LORD, for He has triumphed


gloriously! The horse and its rider He
has thrown into the sea! The LORD is
my strength and song, and He has
become my salvation; He is my God,
and I will praise Him.”


God teaches the Children of Israel to trust Him to take care of them.


Activity One - Draw a picture of what you think the pillar of cloud and fire
looked like.


    PILLAR OF CLOUD (by day) PILLAR OF FIRE (by night)       


God will take care of us as we travel through life.
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Activity Two - Fill in the correct letters then find the words in the WORD
SEARCH.


1. The Children of Israel left Egypt and headed toward the wilderness of the


R___d     Se___.


2. The LORD went before Israel in a ___illa___ of cloud and fire.


3. Pharaoh chased Israel with 600 cha____io____s.


4. Moses stretched out his ____o____ and the LORD caused the sea to part.


5. The Egyptian ar____y chased  Israel into the sea.


6. The Red Sea returned and


co____ere____ the Egyptian


army.


7. Israel feared and


b___li____v____d the LORD


when they saw this great


work.


8. Moses and the Children of


Israel sang, “The LORD is my


strength and song, and He


has become my


____al___atio____.”


chariots             believed               pillar               covered                rod 
army                    salvation               Red Sea             
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Passages


Psalms 46:10 -  Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!


Romans 8:31 -  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Hymn - Worship Supplement 200 #784 v.1


Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
Direct, protect and feed me from day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
There are many times that we become afraid of many things.


Sometimes we do not know where to turn for help. Remind us that
You saved the nation of Israel by leading them through the Red Sea.
Remind us that You sent Jesus to save us from our sins. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Israel Leaves Egypt - Level 2      7/12/04


Israel Leaves Egypt
Exodus 13:17 - 15:2


 


The Story


Then it came to pass, when
Pharaoh had let the people go, that
God led the people around by way of
the wilderness of the Red Sea. The
children of Israel went up in orderly


ranks out of the land of Egypt. 


The LORD went before them by
day in a pillar of cloud to lead the
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to
give them light, so as to go by day
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and night.


Now the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: "Speak to the children of Israel,
you shall camp by the sea. Then I will
harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will
pursue them; and I will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, that the
Egyptians may know that I am the
LORD."


Now it was told to Pharaoh that
the people had fled, and his heart and
the hearts of his servants were turned
against the people; and they said,
"Why have we done this, that we have
let Israel go from serving us?" So
Pharaoh made ready his chariot and
took his people with him. Also, he took
six hundred choice chariots, and all
the chariots of Egypt with captains
over every one of them. The LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and he pursued the children of
Israel. So the Egyptians pursued them,
and caught up to them camping by
the sea. 


When the children of Israel saw
the Egyptians they were very afraid,
and cried out to the LORD and
complained to Moses saying, “Have
you taken us away from Egypt to die in
the wilderness? It would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians
than that we should die in the
wilderness." 


Moses said to the people, "Do not
be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will
accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you


shall see again no more forever. The
LORD will fight for you, and you shall
hold your peace."


The LORD said to Moses, "Tell the
children of Israel to go forward. Lift up
your rod, and stretch out your hand
over the sea and divide it. And the
children of Israel shall go on dry
ground through the midst of the sea." 


The pillar of cloud went from
before them and stood behind them. 
Thus it was a cloud and darkness to
the Egyptians, and it gave light by
night to Israel, so that the one did not
come near the other all that night. 


Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD
caused the sea to go back by a
strong east wind all that night, and
made the sea into dry land, and the
waters were divided. So the children
of Israel went into the midst of the sea
on the dry ground, and the waters
were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. 


The Egyptians pursued and
went after them into the midst of the
sea. The LORD troubled the army of
the Egyptians. He took off their
chariot wheels, so that they drove
them with difficulty; and the
Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the
face of Israel, for the LORD fights for
them against the Egyptians."


Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Stretch out your hand over the sea,
that the waters may come back
upon the Egyptians, on their chariots,
and on their horsemen." 
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Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea; and the waters returned
and covered the chariots, the
horsemen, and all the army of
Pharaoh. Not so much as one of them
remained. 


So the LORD saved Israel that day
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. Thus Israel saw the great
work which the LORD had done in
Egypt; so the people feared the LORD,


and believed the LORD and His
servant Moses.


Then Moses and the children of
Israel sang this song to the LORD, and
spoke, saying: "I will sing to the LORD,
for He has triumphed gloriously! The
horse and its rider He has thrown into
the sea! The LORD is my strength and
song, and He has become my
salvation; He is my God, and I will
praise Him; my father's God, and I will
exalt Him.”


God teaches the Children of Israel to trust Him to take care of them.


Activity One - Draw a picture of what you think the pillar of cloud and fire looked like.


PILLAR OF CLOUD (by day) PILLAR OF FIRE (by night)       
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Activity Two - Fill in the correct answer then find the word in the WORD
SEARCH.


1. The Children of Israel left Egypt and headed toward the wilderness of the


_____________________.


2. The LORD went before Israel in a _____________ of cloud and fire.


3. Pharaoh pursued Israel with 600 ________________.


4. Moses stretched out his ______________ and the LORD caused the sea to part.


5. The Egyptian ______________ pursued  Israel into the sea.


6. The Red Sea returned and ________________ the Egyptian army.


7. Israel feared and _______________ the LORD when they saw this great work.


8. Moses the Children of Israel sang, “The LORD is my strength and song, and He has


become my _______________________.”


chariots             believed               pillar               covered                rod 
army                    salvation               Red Sea             
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God will take care of us as we travel through life.


Passages


Psalms 46:10 -  Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the
nations, I will be exalted in the earth!


Romans 8:31b -  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Romans 8:32 -  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?


Hymn - Worship Supplement 200 #784 1, 2


Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
Direct, protect and feed me from day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.


Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
For You, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding, in peace I go.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
There are many times that we become afraid of many things. Sometimes


we do not know where to turn for help. Remind us that You saved the nation of
Israel by leading them through the Red Sea. Remind us that You sent Jesus to
save us from our sins. Amen.
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Israel Leaves Egypt
Exodus 13:17 - 15:2


 


Would you want to have an enemy army following you?
Would you remember to trust God to protect you?
In today’s lesson the Children of Israel will be followed by
the army of the Egyptians. We will find out how the
Children of Israel needed reminding to trust God for help.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, As we study today’s lesson, help us
learn to trust in You and to grow in knowledge and
understanding, with the help of the Holy Spirit. Amen.


Israel Leaves Egypt


Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh
had let the people go, that God did not
lead them by way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near; for God
said, "Lest perhaps the people change
their minds when they see war, and return
to Egypt."{18} So God led the people
around by way of the wilderness of the
Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up
in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 


{19} And Moses took the bones of
Joseph with him, for he had placed the
children of Israel under solemn oath,
saying, "God will surely visit you, and you
shall carry up my bones from here with
you." 


{20} So they took their journey from
Succoth and camped in Etham at the
edge of the wilderness. {21} And the LORD
went before them by day in a pillar of
cloud to lead the way, and by night in a
pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go
by day and night. {22} He did not take
away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar
of fire by night from before the people.


Now the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: {2} "Speak to the children of Israel,
that they turn and camp before Pi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp
before it by the sea. {3} "For Pharaoh will
say of the children of Israel, 'They are
bewildered by the land; the wilderness has
closed them in.' {4} "Then I will harden
Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue
them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh
and over all his army, that the Egyptians
may know that I am the LORD." And they
did so.


{5} Now it was told the king of Egypt
that the people had fled, and the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned
against the people; and they said, "Why
have we done this, that we have let Israel
go from serving us?" {6} So he made ready
his chariot and took his people with him. {7}
Also, he took six hundred choice chariots,
and all the chariots of Egypt with captains
over every one of them. {8} And the LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of
Egypt, and he pursued the children of
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Israel; and the children of Israel went out
with boldness. {9} So the Egyptians pursued
them, all the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and
overtook them camping by the sea beside
Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon. 


{10} And when Pharaoh drew near,
the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and
behold, the Egyptians marched after them.
So they were very afraid, and the children
of Israel cried out to the LORD. {11} Then
they said to Moses, "Because there were
no graves in Egypt, have you taken us
away to die in the wilderness? Why have
you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of
Egypt? {12} "Is this not the word that we
told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us alone that
we may serve the Egyptians?' For it would
have been better for us to serve the
Egyptians than that we should die in the
wilderness." 


{13} And Moses said to the people,
"Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will
accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
see again no more forever. {14} "The LORD
will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace."


{15} And the LORD said to Moses,
"Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of
Israel to go forward. {16} "But lift up your
rod, and stretch out your hand over the
sea and divide it. And the children of Israel
shall go on dry ground through the midst of
the sea. {17} "And I indeed will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall
follow them. So I will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots,
and his horsemen. {18} "Then the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have
gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his
chariots, and his horsemen." 


{19} And the Angel of God, who
went before the camp of Israel, moved
and went behind them; and the pillar of


cloud went from before them and stood
behind them. {20} So it came between the
camp of the Egyptians and the camp of
Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to
the one, and it gave light by night to the
other, so that the one did not come near
the other all that night. 


{21} Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD caused
the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all that night, and made the sea into dry
land, and the waters were divided. {22} So
the chil2dren of Israel went into the midst
of the sea on the dry ground, and the
waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. 


{23} And the Egyptians pursued and
went after them into the midst of the sea,
all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen. {24} Now it came to pass, in the
morning watch, that the LORD looked
down upon the army of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He
troubled the army of the Egyptians. {25}
And He took off their chariot wheels, so
that they drove them with difficulty; and
the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the
face of Israel, for the LORD fights for them
against the Egyptians."


{26} Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Stretch out your hand over the sea, that
the waters may come back upon the
Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their
horsemen." {27} And Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea; and when the
morning appeared, the sea returned to its
full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing
into it. So the LORD overthrew the
Egyptians in the midst of the sea. {28} Then
the waters returned and covered the
chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after
them. Not so much as one of them
remained. 


{29} But the children of Israel had
walked on dry land in the midst of the sea,
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and the waters were a wall to them on
their right hand and on their left. {30} So
the LORD saved Israel that day out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. {31} Thus
Israel saw the great work which the LORD
had done in Egypt; so the people feared
the LORD, and believed the LORD and His
servant Moses.


Then Moses and the children of Israel
sang this song to the LORD, and spoke,
saying: "I will sing to the LORD, For He has
triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider
He has thrown into the sea! {2} The LORD is
my strength and song, And He has
become my salvation; He is my God, and I
will praise Him; My father's God, and I will
exalt Him.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks and then find the words in the WORD
SEARCH.


1. The Children of Israel left Egypt and headed
toward the wilderness of the ______________.


2. The LORD went before Israel in a
_____________ of cloud and fire.


3. Pharaoh pursued Israel with 600
________________.


4. Moses stretched out his ______________ and
the LORD caused the sea to part.


5. The Egyptian ______________ pursued  Israel
into the sea.


6. The Red Sea returned and ________________
the Egyptian army.


7. Israel feared and _______________ the LORD
when they saw this great work.


8. Moses and the Children of Israel sang, “The LORD is my strength and song, and He has
become my _______________________.”


Outer Aim 
God teaches the Children of Israel to trust Him to take care of them.


chariots      believed        pillar      Red Sea       covered       salvation       rod          army
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What God Tells Us - Discuss the following questions.


1. Of what are you afraid? List as many fears as you can.


2. When we are afraid or doubt, what have we forgotten?


3. Read and discuss Psalm 46:1-3. Underline or highlight the first sentence and memorize it
as a prayer. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore
we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; though its waters roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with its swelling.”


Passages - Discuss the following passages and how they apply to the lesson.


Psalms 46:10 -  Be still, and know that I am
God; I will be exalted among the nations, I


will be exalted in the earth!


Romans 8:31 -  If God is for us, who can be
against us?


Romans 8:32 -  He who did not spare His
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give


us all things?
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Your Turn - Draw a picture of what you think the pillar of cloud and fire looked like.


PILLAR OF CLOUD (by day) PILLAR OF FIRE (by night)       


Inner Aim - God will take care of us as we travel through life.


Hymn - Worship Supplement 2000 #784


Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
Direct, protect and feed me from day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.


Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
For You, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding, in peace I go.


Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come,
I know that You will strengthen my steps toward home,
And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend!
So take my hand and lead me unto the end.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
There are many times that we become afraid of many things. Sometimes we do not


know where to turn for help. Remind us that You saved the nation of Israel by leading them
through the Red Sea. Remind us that You sent Jesus to save us from our sins. Help us be quiet,
and allow You to take care of us. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Israel Leaves Egypt
Exodus 13:17 - 15:2


 


Would you want to have an enemy army following you?
Would you remember to trust God to protect you?
In today’s lesson the Children of Israel will be followed by
the army of the Egyptians.
We will find out how the Children of Israel needed
reminding to trust God for help.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please help us to learn the lesson in
today’s story to trust in You. Help us to study Your Word and grow in knowledge and
understanding with the help of the Holy Spirit.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Israel Leaves Egypt


Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh
had let the people go, that God did not
lead them by way of the land of the
Philistines, although that was near; for God
said, "Lest perhaps the people change
their minds when they see war, and return
to Egypt."{18} So God led the people
around by way of the wilderness of the Red
Sea. And the children of Israel went up in
orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 


{19} And Moses took the bones of
Joseph with him, for he had placed the
children of Israel under solemn oath,
saying, "God will surely visit you, and you
shall carry up my bones from here with
you." 


{20} So they took their journey from
Succoth and camped in Etham at the
edge of the wilderness. {21} And the LORD
went before them by day in a pillar of


cloud to lead the way, and by night in a
pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go
by day and night. {22} He did not take
away the pillar of cloud by day or the pillar
of fire by night from before the people.


Now the LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: {2} "Speak to the children of Israel,
that they turn and camp before Pi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp
before it by the sea. {3} "For Pharaoh will
say of the children of Israel, 'They are
bewildered by the land; the wilderness has
closed them in.' {4} "Then I will harden
Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue
them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh
and over all his army, that the Egyptians
may know that I am the LORD." And they
did so.


{5} Now it was told the king of Egypt
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that the people had fled, and the heart of
Pharaoh and his servants was turned
against the people; and they said, "Why
have we done this, that we have let Israel
go from serving us?" {6} So he made ready
his chariot and took his people with him.
{7} Also, he took six hundred choice
chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with
captains over every one of them. {8} And
the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and he pursued the children
of Israel; and the children of Israel went out
with boldness. {9} So the Egyptians pursued
them, all the horses and chariots of
Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and
overtook them camping by the sea beside
Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon. 


{10} And when Pharaoh drew near,
the children of Israel lifted their eyes, and
behold, the Egyptians marched after
them. So they were very afraid, and the
children of Israel cried out to the LORD.
{11} Then they said to Moses, "Because
there were no graves in Egypt, have you
taken us away to die in the wilderness?
Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us
up out of Egypt? {12} "Is this not the word
that we told you in Egypt, saying, 'Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians?'
For it would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than that we should
die in the wilderness." 


{13} And Moses said to the people,
"Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which He will
accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall
see again no more forever. {14} "The LORD
will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace."


{15} And the LORD said to Moses,


"Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of
Israel to go forward. {16} "But lift up your
rod, and stretch out your hand over the
sea and divide it. And the children of Israel
shall go on dry ground through the midst of
the sea. {17} "And I indeed will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall
follow them. So I will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots,
and his horsemen. {18} "Then the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I
have gained honor for Myself over
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen." 


{19} And the Angel of God, who
went before the camp of Israel, moved
and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud went from before them and stood
behind them. {20} So it came between the
camp of the Egyptians and the camp of
Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to
the one, and it gave light by night to the
other, so that the one did not come near
the other all that night. 


{21} Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea; and the LORD caused
the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all that night, and made the sea into dry
land, and the waters were divided. {22} So
the children of Israel went into the midst of
the sea on the dry ground, and the waters
were a wall to them on their right hand
and on their left. 


{23} And the Egyptians pursued and
went after them into the midst of the sea,
all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his
horsemen. {24} Now it came to pass, in the
morning watch, that the LORD looked
down upon the army of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He
troubled the army of the Egyptians. {25}
And He took off their chariot wheels, so
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that they drove them with difficulty; and
the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the
face of Israel, for the LORD fights for them
against the Egyptians."


{26} Then the LORD said to Moses,
"Stretch out your hand over the sea, that
the waters may come back upon the
Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their
horsemen." {27} And Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea; and when the
morning appeared, the sea returned to its
full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing
into it. So the LORD overthrew the
Egyptians in the midst of the sea. {28} Then
the waters returned and covered the
chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after
them. Not so much as one of them
remained. {29} But the children of Israel


 had walked on dry land in the midst of the
sea, and the waters were a wall to them
on their right hand and on their left. {30} So
the LORD saved Israel that day out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the
Egyptians dead on the seashore. {31} Thus
Israel saw the great work which the LORD
had done in Egypt; so the people feared
the LORD, and believed the LORD and His
servant Moses. {1} Then Moses and
the children of Israel sang this song to the
LORD, and spoke, saying: "I will sing to the
LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The
horse and its rider He has thrown into the
sea! {2} The LORD is my strength and song,
And He has become my salvation; He is my
God, and I will praise Him; My father's God,
and I will exalt Him.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the letter of the correct answer. (See next page.)


1. _____ The Children of Israel left Egypt and headed toward The____ ___________.


2. _____ They took the bones of ______ along.


3. _____ The LORD went before Israel in a ______.


4. _____ Pharaoh pursued Israel with 600 _______.


5. _____ Moses stretched out his _____ and the LORD caused the sea to part.


6. _____ The Egyptian chariots lost their ______ while pursuing Israel in the sea.


7. _____ The Red Sea returned and _______ the Egyptian army.


8. _____ Israel feared and _______ the LORD when they saw this great work.


9. _____ Moses the Israel sang, “The LORD is my strength and song, and He has become
my _______.”
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A. chariots B. Red Sea


C. believed D. covered


E. Joseph F. salvation


G. pillar of cloud and fire H. rod


Outer Aim 
God teaches the Children of Israel to trust Him to take care of them.


What God Tells Us - Discuss the following questions.


1. Of what are you afraid? List as many as you can.


2. When we are afraid or doubt, what have we forgotten.


3. Read and discuss Psalm 46:1-3 underline or highlight the first sentence and memorize it
as a prayer. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though its waters roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with its swelling.”


Your Turn - Draw a picture of what you think the pillar of cloud and fire looked like.


PILLAR OF CLOUD (by day) PILLAR OF FIRE (by night)       
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Inner Aim - God will take care of us as we travel through life.


Passages - Discuss the following passages and how they apply to the lesson.


Psalms 46:10 -  Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth!


Romans 8:31 -  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Romans 8:32 -  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things?


Hymn - Worship Supplement 2000 #784


Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way;
Direct, protect and feed me from day to day.
Without Your grace and favor I go astray;
So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.


Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear;
For You, the Rock of Ages, are always near.
Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe,
For when Your hand is guiding, in peace I go.


Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come,
I know that You will strengthen my steps toward home,
And nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend!
So take my hand and lead me unto the end.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
There are many times that we become afraid of many things. Sometimes we do not


know where to turn for help. Remind us that You saved the nation of Israel by leading them
through the Red Sea. Remind us that You sent Jesus to save us from our sins. Help us be
quiet, and allow You to take care of us. Amen.
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