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The Story


The brothers had gone to Egypt. Why?
What happened? What now?


When the grain that they had brought
back from Egypt was gone, Jacob told his
sons to go back to Egypt and buy more.
Judah reminded Jacob that they couldn’t
return to Egypt without Benjamin along.
Jacob blamed them for telling the Egyptian
ruler about Benjamin. He said, “Why did you
tell him?”


They answered Jacob, “The man asked
us directly. Is your father still alive? Do you
have another brother? So we told him the
truth. How would we know he’d want us to
bring Benjamin?”


Then Judah said, “Send the boy with
me. I’ll take care of him. If I don’t bring him
safely back, you can blame me the rest of my
life.”


So Jacob gave in and let them go and
take Benjamin along. He also sent great
presents along to obtain favor in the ruler’s
sight. They all took the money and more to
repay. And Jacob sent them away with the
Lord’s blessings.


When they had arrived before Joseph,
Joseph had his servants take them to his
home to dine at noon with him.


The brothers didn’t understand. They
were afraid and thought Joseph would make
them all slaves because of the money they
had found in their sacks on the way home last
time they came to Egypt. They pleaded with
Joseph’s servant and told him what had
happened with the money.


But the servant said, “Peace be with
you and do not be afraid. Your God and the
God of your fathers has given you treasure in
your sacks. I had your money.” Then he


brought Simeon from prison to join
them.


They cleaned up, got the gifts,
and met Joseph at noon. They bowed
down before him and Joseph asked
them about their father and he met
Benjamin. Then Joseph left and he cried
in private. His brothers were seated to
eat; oldest to youngest. They were
amazed. When they were served
Benjamin received five times as much
as the other brothers. So they drank
and were merry with him.


After the meal, Joseph
commanded his servant to fill the
brothers’ sacks with food and put each
man’s money into the sacks as well. Also
Joseph told his servant to place his silver
cup in the sack of the youngest.


The next morning the brothers
left. Joseph sent his chief servant after
them and told him what to say.


When the servant caught up to
them he said, “Why did you steal my
lord’s cup after he was so good to
you?”


“Why are you accusing us? We
brought back the money we found. We
are honest. If you find the cup let that
man die and the rest of us will be your
slaves.


The servant answered, “Whoever
has the cup can be my slave and the
rest can go free.”


When Joseph’s servant searched
the sacks of grain, he found the cup in
Benjamin’s sack. Then Joseph’s brothers
tore their clothes and each man
returned to the city with Joseph’s
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servant.
When they came before Joseph, they


all fell before him and Judah pleaded for
Benjamin. Judah begged for his father’s sake
to take Benjamin’s place in prison.


Then Joseph couldn’t hold back
anymore and he commanded all but his
brothers to leave the room, but everyone
heard his loud cries. “I am Joseph,” he said, “Is
father still alive? Please come here. I am
Joseph. You sold me into slavery, but God was
with me and set me as ruler to save lives.
There are still 5 years of famine left. Go, tell my
father I am a ruler here and he should come
be with me to live.” He hugged, kissed, and
cried with his brothers.


When Pharaoh heard of Joseph’s family,
he was pleased and told Joseph to send for
his father’s household . Pharaoh would give


them the best  of the land of Egypt. He
said, “You would eat the fat of the
land.”


Joseph sent the brothers home to
Canaan with carts to ride in, provisions
for the journey, changes of garments.
Benjamin was given 30 pieces of silver
and 10 donkeys loaded with the goods
from Egypt.


Joseph said, “Do not be troubled
on your way home! Go and bring my
father to me!”


They arrived home and told
Jacob that Joseph was alive! They told
their father everything that they had
said and done.


Jacob believed them and said,
“Joseph my son is still alive! I will go and
see him before I die.”


Activity One - The Bible tells us that Joseph cried. Why do you think he cried? Why do
you cry? Make a face with tears and sadness on the left and a smiling face on the right.


cry: sad, hurt, sorry, happy smile: happy, joy because we
are forgiven


The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and
correct their sinful behavior.
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Activity Two - Look at the three  pictures below. Do you remember the dreams of
Joseph? Draw a line from the dreams to the picture of the brothers bowing down to Joseph.


God keeps His promises. He loves us and forgives us.


Passages


Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.


Hymn - TLH #435 v. 2


In Thee I place my trust, 
On Thee I calmly rest;
I know Thee good, I know Thee just, 
And count Thy choice the best.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, You have shown me how much I am loved by my Father in
heaven.   Help me to remember that no matter what I have done wrong,
God the Father has freely forgiven me of all my sins for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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The Story
Joseph’s brothers had gone to Egypt.


Why? What happened? What now?
When the grain that they had brought


back from Egypt was gone, Jacob told his
sons to go back to Egypt and buy more.
Judah reminded Jacob that they couldn’t
return to Egypt without Benjamin coming with
them. Jacob blamed his sons for telling the
Egyptian ruler about Benjamin. He said, “Why
did you tell him?”


The brothers answered Jacob, “The
man asked us directly. Is your father still alive?
Do you have another brother? So we told him
the truth. How would we know he’d want us
to bring Benjamin?”


Then Judah said, “Send the boy with
me. I’ll take care of him. If I don’t bring him
safely back, you can blame me the rest of my
life.”


So Jacob gave in and let them go and
take Benjamin with them. Jacob also sent
great presents along to obtain favor in the
ruler’s sight. They also took the money that
had been sent with them by the pharaoh and
more to repay the ruler. So Jacob sent them
away with the Lord’s blessings.


When his brothers arrived, Joseph had
his servants take them to his home to dine at
noon with him.


The brothers didn’t understand. They
were afraid and thought Joseph would make
them all slaves because of the money they
had found in their sacks on the way home the
last time they came to Egypt. They pleaded
with Joseph’s servant and told him what had
happened with the money.


But the servant said, “Peace be with
you and do not be afraid. Your God and the
God of your fathers has given you treasure in
your sacks. I had your money.” Then he
brought Simeon from prison to join them.


Joseph’s brothers cleaned up, got the
gifts, and met Joseph at noon. They bowed
down before him. Then Joseph asked them


about their father and he met
Benjamin. Then Joseph left and he cried
in private. His brothers were seated to
eat; oldest to youngest. They were
amazed! When they were served,
Benjamin received five times as much
as the other brothers. So they drank and
were merry with him.


After the meal, Joseph
commanded his servant to fill the
brothers’ sacks with food and put each
man’s money into the sacks as well.
Also Joseph told his servant to place his
silver cup in the sack of the youngest.


The next morning the brothers left.
Joseph sent his chief servant after them
and told him what to say.


When the servant caught up to
them he said, “Why did you steal my
lord’s cup after he was so good to
you?”


“Why are you accusing us? We
brought back the money we found. We
are honest. If you find the cup, let that
man die and the rest of us will be your
slaves.


The servant answered, “Whoever
has the cup can be my slave and the
rest can go free.”


When they searched the sacks of
grain, they found the cup in Benjamin’s
sack. Then they tore their clothes and
each man loaded his donkey and
returned to the city.


When the brothers came before
Joseph, they all fell before him and
Judah pleaded for Benjamin. Judah
begged for his father’s sake that he be
allowed to take Benjamin’s place in
prison.


Then Joseph couldn’t hold back
anymore and he commanded all but
his brothers to leave the room. “I am
Joseph,” he said, “Is father still alive?
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Please come here. I am Joseph. You sold me
into slavery, but God was with me and set me
as ruler to save lives. There are still five years of
famine left. Go, tell my father I am a ruler here
and he should come and live with me.” He
hugged, kissed his brothers, and cried with
them.


When Pharaoh heard of Joseph’s
family, he was pleased and told Joseph to
send for his father’s household . Pharaoh
would give them the best of the land of
Egypt. He said, “You would eat the fat of the
land.”


Joseph sent his brothers home to
Canaan with carts to ride in, provisions for the


journey and changes of garments.
Benjamin was given 30 pieces of silver
and 10 donkeys loaded with the goods
from Egypt.


Joseph said, “Do not be troubled
on your way home! Go and bring my
father to me!”


They arrived home and told
Jacob, “Joseph is alive!” They told their
father everything that they had said
and done.


Jacob believed them and said,
“Joseph my son is still alive! I will go and
see him before I die.”


Activity One - The Bible tells us that Joseph cried. Why do you think he cried? Why do
you cry? Make a face with tears and sadness on the left and a smiling face on the right. 


cry: sad, hurt, sorry, happy smile: happy, joy because we
are forgiven


The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and
correct their sinful behavior.
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Activity Two - Look at the three  pictures below. Do you remember the dreams of
Joseph? Follow the lines from the dreams to the picture of the brothers bowing down to
Joseph.


Fill in the blanks using the words in the box.


God keeps his _______________. He _____________ us


and _______________ us.


forgives
promises


loves
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Passages


Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


Matthew 6:12  And FORGIVE us our trespasses as we FORGIVE those who
trespass against us.


Copy the word FORGIVE in the boxes below.


Hymn - TLH #435 2, 4


In Thee I place my trust, 
On Thee I calmly rest;
I know Thee good, I know Thee just, 
And count Thy choice the best.


Let good or ill befall, 
It must be good for me;
Secure of having Thee in all, 
Of having all in Thee.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,


in this Bible truth You have shown me how much I am loved by my Father in
heaven.   Help me to remember at all times that no matter what I have done
wrong, God the Father has freely forgiven me of all my sins for Jesus’ sake. 
Grant me an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit to turn me from my sinful ways to
follow You.  In Jesus’ name I ask this.  Amen.
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Imagine a parent who would take a syringe containing a
disease and inject the disease into his/her infant’s blood stream. 
This certainly would be a bad thing, right!?  


The truth is this injection of disease can actually help save a
child’s life!  How you ask?  Good question, but before we go on let’s
recognize that this is a scenario that surely looked bad, or wrong,
at first.  Let’s find out how it is indeed good for an infant.  


The act of injection referred to earlier is called an
immunization.  Our bodies are better at fighting disease the
‘second time around.’  So, in an immunization a weakened form of
the disease is introduced to the child’s blood stream so the child’s immune system can learn
to fight the disease.  The idea is once the immune system learns to fight, using  a weakened
enemy, it will be better prepared if a stronger form of the disease attacks!


In today’s lesson we will acknowledge how God is in control of our lives and try to
identify how He takes things that seem bad to us and turns them into good - life saving, soul
saving good!


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for allowing us to meet again today to study Your Word. 
Help us apply this lesson to our own lives so that our faith in Your Son, Jesus, is strengthened.
In His name we ask this. Amen.


The Story


The famine in Canaan and the
surrounding area was severe.  After the food
that his sons had purchased from Egypt ran
out, Jacob told them to go back and buy
more. Judah reminded his father that they
had been told to bring their youngest brother
back with them, or they would not be
allowed to buy any more grain.  This worried
Jacob very much, but after much persuading,
he finally agreed to let Benjamin go along. 
Judah promised, “I myself will be surety (one


who is responsible for another) for him;
from my hand you shall require him.  If I
do not bring him back to you and set
him before you, then let me bear the
blame forever.” 


Jacob told his sons to take some
gifts along to Egypt: a little balm and a
little honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio
nuts and almonds.  He also told them to
take double the amount of money
required to purchase the grain.  He did
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this because the last time they had gone,
their money had been found inside their grain
sacks, making it look like they had stolen the
grain.


So the brothers returned to Egypt and
stood before Joseph, the Egyptian ruler in
charge of selling grain.  Again they did not
recognize him.  When Joseph saw Benjamin,
he ordered one of his servants to slaughter an
animal and prepare a feast to eat at noon
with his unsuspecting brothers.  


As they prepared to buy more grain
from Joseph’s steward, the brothers were
afraid.  They explained what had happened
when they found the money in their sacks the
last time.  But he said, “Peace be with you, do
not be afraid.  Your God and the God of your
father has given you treasure in your sacks; I
had your money.”  Then he brought Simeon
out of prison to them and took them to
Joseph’s house.


When Joseph appeared at noon, the
brothers all bowed to him and offered their
gifts.  Joseph asked about their father’s
health.  He then said, “Is this your younger
brother of whom you spoke to me?”  And he
said to Benjamin, “God be gracious to you, my
son.”  Joseph was so moved to see his younger
brother that he had to leave the room to go
out and weep.  When he had washed his face
and composed himself, he returned and
joined the feast.  Joseph arranged the
brothers at the table in order from youngest
to oldest, which surprised them since they had
not told him their ages.  Benjamin received
five times as much food as the others.


After the feast, Joseph commanded
the steward to fill the men’s sacks with food
and to put each man’s money in the sack
again as well.  Joseph also told him to put his
special silver cup in the mouth of Benjamin’s


sack.  The steward did as he asked.
When the brothers had left Egypt,


Joseph ordered the steward to go after
them. He accused them of stealing his
master’s silver cup. The brothers were
astonished and afraid.  They couldn’t
believe it was true, and were so
convinced of their innocence, they
promised that if the cup were found in
one of the sacks, that owner of the sack
would be killed. The steward told them
whoever had the silver cup would
become his slave instead.  As planned,
it was found in Benjamin’s sack. The
brothers tore their clothes; they were
very upset.  Then they went back to
Egypt.  


Judah pleaded with Joseph.  He
told him the whole story about Jacob’s
loss of one son and their promise to
bring Benjamin back safely.  Judah told
Joseph he would remain instead of
Benjamin as a slave, because it would
surely kill Jacob if his youngest son did
not return to him.


At last Joseph knew it was time
to reveal the truth.  He asked all his
servants to leave the room, and then
he wept aloud so that all heard him.  He
cried, “I am Joseph; does my father still
live?”  His brothers were shocked and
couldn’t answer.


Then Joseph said, “Please come
near to me.” Again he repeated, “I am
Joseph your brother, whom you sold into
Egypt.  But now, do not be angry with
yourselves because you sold me here;
for God sent me before you to preserve
life.  For these two years the famine has
been in the land, and there are still five
years in which there will be neither
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plowing nor harvesting.  And God sent me
before you to preserve posterity for you in the
earth, and to save your lives by a great
deliverance.  So now it was not you who sent
me here, but God; and He has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of his entire house,
and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.”


Joseph went on to tell them that he
wanted them to go back and get Jacob
because he wanted them to live in the land
of Goshen.  Then he embraced Benjamin and
wept.  He kissed all his brothers and wept over
them, and they talked together for some
time.  Pharaoh also heard about the situation,
and assured Joseph that his father and family


 would be richly provided for in Egypt. 
He sent  donkeys, carts, food, and
supplies with them all so they could go
back to Canaan and get Jacob.  
When the eleven brothers got home,
they told Jacob, “Joseph is alive, and
he is governor over all the land of
Egypt.”  Jacob’s heart stood still,
because he did not believe them.  But
when they told him all the words that
Joseph had said to them, and when he
saw the carts that Joseph had sent to
carry him, he started to believe them.


Then Jacob said, “It is enough. 
Joseph my son is still alive.  I will go and
see him before I die.” 


Outer Aim - The Lord sent Jacob and his family to Egypt to make a great
nation of them.


What the Story Tells Us -Answer the following from the story.(Teacher should read
through questions beforehand and guide discussion during the reading to emphasize
important parts of the reading.) 


1. Can you identify the ‘bad’ event that brought Joseph’s brothers back to Egypt?


2. What great benefit did the brothers gain by returning to Egypt?


3. Jacob worried about sending Benjamin.  This was evidence of his lack of trust that the
Lord does indeed work all things out to our good.  It is easy for us to have such a lack of
trust as well.  What good was the Lord working out for Jacob when he was asked to
send his son Benjamin to Egypt?


4. Forgiveness of sins is one of the greatest gifts God gives us.  The Lord used Joseph as a
tool to bring the brothers to repentance and recognize the forgiveness they have -
which leads then to a ‘change of heart.’  Quote evidence from Scripture that the
brothers have indeed been led to a change in they way they act.


5. How could Judah’s actions in this section of scripture be a picture of Christ?
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Inner Aim - The Lord works all things for the good of His people.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss the following.


Try to come up with a time in your life when you feel the Lord was turning something bad
into your good.


Your Turn
Concordance Activity:
N Search for passages that show God is in control of our lives.


Passages
Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,


to those who are the called according to His purpose.


Proverbs 3:5,6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.


Isaiah 42:16 - I will bring the blind by a way they did not know; I will lead them in paths they
have not known. I will make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight.       


These things I will do for them, and not forsake them.


Matthew 6:25 -  "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor


gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not of more value than they?”


Philippians 4:6,7 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which


surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.







Old Testament 5 Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt Again  - Level 4


Hymn - TLH #435


My spirit on Thy care, 
Blest Savior, I recline;
Thou wilt not leave me to despair, 
For Thou art Love divine.


In Thee I place my trust, 
On Thee I calmly rest;
I know Thee good, I know Thee just, 
And count Thy choice the best.


Whate’er events be’tide, 
Thy will they all perform;
Safe in Thy breast my head I hide 
Nor fear the coming storm.


Let good or ill befall,
It must be good for me;
Secure of having Thee in all, 
Of having all in Thee.


Prayer ACTivity
Write a prayer that will remind us of the main points presented in this lesson. Use the acronym
ACTS as explained below.


A (Acknowledge who you are praying to along with a characteristic)
Ex - Dear just and forgiving Father in Heaven.


C (Confess)
Ex. - We admit that we sinfully resist the correction of Your Word.  We ,at times. lack the
wisdom to see that it is out of love for our souls that You instruct our parents to punish
us.


T (Thank)
Ex. - We praise You for Your indescribable love that led You to send Your Son to save
us from our sins and for those you have placed over us to help us recognize our need
for repentance.


S (Supplicate - ask)
Ex. - We ask for the continued blessing of the Holy Spirit to lead us to confess and
repent of our sins and that through Christ we may one day be with You in heaven. 
Amen.







G
od


’s 
H


an
d 


in
 O


ur
 L


iv
es


   
 T


ea
ch


er
’s


 N
ot


es
   


  O
T 


   
 Jo


se
ph


’s
 B


ro
th


er
s C


om
e 


to
 E


gy
pt


 A
ga


in
STORY 8/18/04
Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt Again - Genesis 43-45


TEACHER PRAYER
Guide and bless me, dear Savior, so that I never forget that all things work together for good to those
who love You. Bless me as I bring this truth to Your lambs. Grant me the faith, strength, and
patience I need to be faithful in my calling to the lambs You have placed under my care. In Jesus'
saving name. Amen. 


VOCABULARY
famine:  a time in which crops failed to grow and there was not enough food


surety:  one who will be responsible for another; a guarantee


bereaved:  to be deprived of something or someone, especially by death


repaid evil for good:  to do something evil to someone who has done good to you; in this case
stealing from a man who showed kindness


abomination:  something that causes intense loathing or disgust in another.


divination:  the act of foretelling future events


OUTER AIM
  How God provided for Joseph’s family to come to Egypt. Why God sent Jacob’s family to Egypt.


 INNER AIM
   God sent Jacob and his family to Egypt to make a great nation of them. From this people


(specifically Judah) the Savior Jesus would come. As God worked all things for the good of His
people, so our Lord still does for us today. "And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose." (Romans 8:28)


 BACKGROUND 
   The famine again brought the brothers to Egypt to buy grain. (Only ten brothers made the trip since


Joseph and Simeon were already in Egypt).  Unknown to the brothers their fate rested in the hands
of Joseph, whom they had sold into slavery some twenty-odd years earlier. Joseph wanted to be
certain that they had not only truly repented of their sins against him, but that they had also changed
their sinful, selfish ways. He tested them by pretending to threaten Benjamin, their youngest brother.
Joseph revealed himself to his brothers when they demonstrated that they would sacrifice themselves
rather than see harm come to Benjamin. This was indication that a profound change had been
worked in their hearts. The reunion that followed was therefore heartwarming and complete  without
reservation of any kind.


Certainly one will want to discuss the forgiveness the brothers received and the joy at finding out
their brother was alive. What relief they must have felt in knowing that the sin that had been burning
in their hearts was forgiven. Joseph certainly had the power and could have made his brothers suffer
greatly for their sin. We see in Joseph a true man of God who was both loving and forgiving.  The
chastening of the Lord through Joseph had brought the brothers to repentance and forgiveness. The
brothers could now see, by faith, that God had sent Joseph to save lives. The fact that God turned
their evil plan to serve His purpose does not excuse the sin they committed. It does demonstrate to
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us that our loving and gracious God is merciful and long suffering toward us all. God does not want
anyone to die in unbelief.  


Chapter 43
Jacob again demonstrates some of the same character flaws that marked his early years. He 
continues to allow one son, Simeon, to suffer in Egypt rather than risk his cherished son Benjamin
in his mind the only living son of his beloved Rachel. He then blames his other sons for telling the
truth to the "Egyptian ruler" (Joseph) when he asked them about other sons. Jacob then resorts to
the tried and true tactic of gifting himself into the good favor of another (remember his attempt to
pacify his brother Esau in Genesis 32). Finally Jacob realizes that he has no choice but to trust in
the Lord and send Benjamin with his brothers. He is still wrestling with God.


Though Joseph invited his brothers to dine with him, they, the Egyptians, and Joseph himself were
all actually served in different areas of Joseph's house to preserve proper protocol. It was an
abomination for Egyptians to dine directly with foreigners.


The brothers were filled with wonder when they were seated according to age. They had evidently
never revealed their relative ages to the Egyptians and very likely believed that "the Egyptian ruler"
must have determined this by divination.


Joseph again tested his older brothers by showing favoritism to Benjamin. He was no doubt
observing them closely for signs of the old jealousy he remember all too well.


Chapter 44
By implicating Benjamin for the theft of the ruler's cup, Joseph was arranging one final test for his
brothers. He gave them the chance to escape with their lives if they would give up Benjamin. The
brothers he had known in his youth would have gladly accepted Joseph's offer. His brothers now
demonstrated the change that had been wrought in them by not only refusing to give up Benjamin
but also by offering to take his place.


In Judah we see not only a changed man but also a picture of his most famous Descendant. As
Judah was willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of both his brother Benjamin and his father, so
Christ Jesus willingly sacrificed himself for all mankind.


Chapter 45
The moment of revelation was a private moment between Joseph and his brothers, therefore he
orders all Egyptians from the room. Like Moses after him, living the life of a wealthy, powerful
Egyptian had not changed Joseph's allegiance.


Joseph demonstrates no lingering animosity toward his brothers. He recognized the hand of God in
what had happened and was thus able to truly forgive them.


There has been some attempt in modern times to characterize the land of Goshen as substandard
land passed off to the Children of Israel as something valuable. This land was in fact very valuable
and remains fertile to this day. The area was given to Joseph's family at a time when Joseph was at
the height of his power in Egypt. All of Egypt, from Pharaoh on down, looked with grateful eyes
upon Joseph as their national savior. It seems unlikely they would have rewarded him with poor
land or that Joseph, second only to Pharaoh, would have accepted a poor region for his family.
The picture of Jacob's sons revealing the news to their father that Joseph was alive is one of the
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most poignant and heartwarming in all of the Bible. We should view this scene as but a small taste
of the indescribable joy all Christians will one day experience in heaven.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord Jesus, help me to remember always that You make all things work for the good of Your children. 
Make me realize the love and mercy You have for me.  May I be ever grateful for all  you have given
me especially for the forgiveness and salvation through my Savior Jesus.  Lord, strengthen the faith
You have given me and keep me ever faithful. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and grant me the courage
to share the message of forgiveness and salvation with others. In Jesus name.  Amen 


PRESENTATION
The account is too long to read in class. It will be best if you tell this Bible truth in your own words
using the written account as your guide. Emphasize that God worked all things for good for Jacob’s
family; and that He still does that for us today. God sent Jacob’s family to Egypt to make a great
nation of them. Above all, emphasize that it was from this nation, the Children of Israel (specifically
the tribe of Judah) that the Savior of the world would come.


APPLICATION
1. God’s grace is at the forefront of this Bible story. We see clearly the love and forgiveness He has
for us and that we should have for one another. Emphasize in the first part of this lesson the
repentance of the brothers (turning from sin and in faith turning to God for forgiveness). Emphasize
the forgiving nature of our Lord and the excellent example provided by Joseph. To demonstrate how
difficult it might be to freely forgive someone who actually does great harm to us, try to get your
students to imagine how they would act and feel if they had been in Joseph’s place. Because of our
sinful nature we have a tendency to want to get even. Show the students how Joseph truly acted in a
God-pleasing manner. Show them how in faith Joseph realized that what had happened to him God
worked for the good of him and his family.  Encourage them to look for God's hand in everything that
happens to them, good and bad. 


2. There are times when we can’t understand how something can be working for our good (sickness,
sadness, etc.) and when it is very difficult for us to understand why God allowed something to happen
to us or to someone we love. In faith (believing what we cannot prove) we cling only to the promise of
our Lord: "And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose." (Romans 8:28) We will probably not understand why God
allows what He does allow until we arrive in heaven.


3. Impress upon the students that we are all members of a family through our faith in Jesus. Our Lord
gives many wonderful blessings to us as part of His family. Have the children give examples (e.g.,
forgiveness, salvation, peace, comfort, fellowship, confirmation class, earthly blessings, etc.) When
we are brought to faith in Jesus as our Savior, God becomes our dear Father and we His dear children.
What a precious blessing it is to know that we are members of God’s family through Spirit-worked
faith in Jesus Christ.


4. Ask the children to think of a Christian love done who has" fallen asleep in the Lord."   Remind 
the student that one day he or she will be united with that loved one in heaven.  This is only
possible because Jesus has paid for all of our sins on the cross.
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Additional Teacher’s Aids


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss the following.
(Try to lead discussion of the Lord’s hand in our lives turning things we thought we bad into good.)


(Examples:  Woman is followed by a trucker in the middle of the night after she leaves a gas station.
She can’t seem to shake him even when she exits and reenters the highway.  Finally she stops at
another gas station and runs inside to call the police, as she does the trucker goes to the her car and
pulls a man out of the back seat!  She felt the trucker was bad…now she understands how he is
good.  Many events in our lives can be like this.


I can remember a difficult break up in high school.  I felt empty, the only thing that seem to fill the
void was the time I spent in devotion with my Lord.  This bad break up definitely strengthened my
relationship with the Lord. How about the man who was a slave, then falsely imprisoned, and
ended up ruling…okay we’re back to Joseph.)


Prayer ACTivity
Guide the students is writing a group prayer that reiterates main lessons of the day.  This acrostic


approach can help the students remember how to build a prayer. 


ACTS
I’ve found it helpful to assign groups to work on each ‘letter’ of the prayer and then use an overhead


projector transparency and have a leader from each group write their part of the prayer where
everyone can see and pray it at the end of class.  We also used a secretary to keep a log of each
prayer we wrote and the reference it was based on with the intention of printing a class prayer
booklet.


A (Acknowledge who you are praying to along with a characteristic)
Ex - Dear just and forgiving Father in Heaven.


C (Confess)
Ex. - We admit that we sinfully resist the correction Your Word.  We at times lack the wisdom to
see that it is out of love for our souls that You instruct our parents to punish us.


T (Thank)
Ex. - We praise You for Your indescribable love that led You to send Your Son to save us from
our sins and for those you have placed over us to help us recognize our need for repentance.


S (Supplicate - ask)
Ex. - We ask for the continued blessing of the Holy Spirit to lead us to confess and repent of our
sins and that through Christ we may one day be with You in heaven.  Amen.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to


how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalms 103:8 -  The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.


Romans 8:28 -  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His purpose.
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Galatians 3:26 - For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.


Middle
Luke 6:27 - But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.


Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His purpose.


Ephesians 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in
Christ forgave you.


Upper
Psalms 103:8 - The LORD is merciful and gracious, Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.


Jeremiah 31:34 - No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying,
'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says
the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.


Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His purpose.


HYMN CHOICES
“Oh, Blest the House, Whate’er Befall” TLH #625:1, 2
“Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken”  TLH #423:3
“My Spirit On Thy Care”  TLH #435:1 & 4
“With The Lord Begin Thy Task” TLH #540:1 & 4
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Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt Again
Genesis 43-45


 


What is missing from this picture?  
What is it called when everyone in the land is missing food?  
Is there anything more important to your life than food?


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for allowing us to meet again today to study Your Word. 
Help us learn today through this most important food , Your Word, that everything that
happens is for our good.  We pray that  our faith in Your Son, Jesus, is strengthened through
this lesson. In His name we ask this. Amen.


The Story


The famine in Canaan and the
surrounding area was severe.  After the
food that his sons had purchased from
Egypt ran out, Jacob told them to go back
and buy more. Judah reminded his father
that they had been told to bring their
youngest brother back with them, or they
would not be allowed to buy any more
grain.  This worried Jacob very much, but
after much persuading, he finally agreed to
let Benjamin go along.  Judah promised, “I
myself will be surety (one who is responsible
for another) for him; from my hand you shall
require him.  If I do not bring him back to
you and set him before you, then let me
bear the blame forever.” 


Jacob told his sons to take some gifts
along to Egypt: a little balm and a little
honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts and
almonds.  He also told them to take double
the amount of money required to purchase
the grain.  He did this because the last time
they had gone, their money had been


found inside their grain sacks, making it
look like they had stolen the grain.


So the brothers returned to Egypt
and stood before Joseph, the Egyptian
ruler in charge of selling grain.  Again
they did not recognize him.  When
Joseph saw Benjamin, he ordered one
of his servants to slaughter an animal
and prepare a feast to eat at noon with
his unsuspecting brothers.  


As they prepared to buy more
grain from Joseph’s steward, the
brothers were afraid.  They explained
what had happened when they found
the money in their sacks the last time. 
But he said, “Peace be with you, do not
be afraid.  Your God and the God of
your father has given you treasure in
your sacks; I had your money.”  Then he
brought Simeon out of prison to them
and took them to Joseph’s house.


When Joseph appeared at noon,
the brothers all bowed to him and
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offered their gifts.  Joseph asked about their
father’s health.  He then said, “Is this your
younger brother of whom you spoke to
me?”  And he said to Benjamin, “God be
gracious to you, my son.”  Joseph was so
moved to see his younger brother that he
had to leave the room to go out and weep. 
When he had washed his face and
composed himself, he returned and joined
the feast.  Joseph arranged the brothers at
the table in order from youngest to oldest,
which surprised them since they had not
told him their ages.  Benjamin received five
times as much food as the others.


After the feast, Joseph commanded
the steward to fill the men’s sacks with food
and to put each man’s money in the sack
again as well.  Joseph also told him to put
his special silver cup in the mouth of
Benjamin’s sack.  The steward did as he
asked.


When the brothers had left Egypt,
Joseph ordered the steward to go after
them. He accused them of stealing his
master’s silver cup. The brothers were
astonished and afraid.  They couldn’t
believe it was true, and were so convinced
of their innocence, they promised that if the
cup were found in one of the sacks, that
owner of the sack would be killed. The
steward told them whoever had the silver
cup would become his slave instead.  As
planned, it was found in Benjamin’s sack.
The brothers tore their clothes; they were
very upset.  Then they went back to Egypt.  


Judah pleaded with Joseph.  He told
him the whole story about Jacob’s loss of
one son and their promise to bring Benjamin
back safely.  Judah told Joseph he would
remain instead of Benjamin as a slave,
because it would surely kill Jacob if his
youngest son did not return to him.


At last Joseph knew it was time to
reveal the truth.  He asked all his servants to
leave the room, and then he wept aloud so
that all heard him.  He cried, “I am Joseph;
does my father still live?”  His brothers were


shocked and couldn’t answer.
Then Joseph said, “Please come


near to me.” Again he repeated, “I am
Joseph your brother, whom you sold
into Egypt.  But now, do not be angry
with yourselves because you sold me
here; for God sent me before you to
preserve life.  For these two years the
famine has been in the land, and there
are still five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvesting.  And
God sent me before you to preserve
posterity for you in the earth, and to
save your lives by a great deliverance. 
So now it was not you who sent me
here, but God; and He has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of his entire
house, and a ruler throughout all the
land of Egypt.”


Joseph went on to tell them that
he wanted them to go back and get
Jacob because he wanted them to live
in the land of Goshen.  Then he
embraced Benjamin and wept.  He
kissed all his brothers and wept over
them, and they talked together for
some time.  Pharaoh also heard about
the situation, and assured Joseph that
his father and family would be richly
provided for in Egypt.  He sent donkeys,
carts, food, and supplies with them all
so they could go back to Canaan and
get Jacob.  
When the eleven brothers got home,
they told Jacob, “Joseph is alive, and
he is governor over all the land of
Egypt.”  Jacob’s heart stood still,
because he did not believe them.  But
when they told him all the words that
Joseph had said to them, and when he
saw the carts that Joseph had sent  to
carry him, he started to believe them.
Then Jacob said, “It is enough.  Joseph 
my son is still alive.  I will go and see him
before I die.” 
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Outer Aim - The Lord sent Jacob and his family to Egypt to make a great nation
of them.


What the Story Tells Us -Fill in the CROSSWORD PUZZLE with the correct answers.


Across


1. He offered to
become a
slave to
Joseph.


3. The land
given to
Jacob’s
family.


4. A type of
discipline
from the
Lord.


7. He was the
youngest son
of Jacob.


Down


1. He was in charge of selling food in Egypt.


2. No food in the land.


5. One who will be responsible for another.


6. God’s undeserved love and mercy.


Inner Aim - The Lord works all things for the good of His people.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss these questions.


1. Why was Jacob so against the idea of sending Benjamin along with the brothers to
Egypt?


2. Why didn’t Joseph reveal his identity to his brothers right away?


1


2


3


4 5 6


7


 BENJAMIN             SURETY                  FAMINE             JUDAH              GRACE
JOSEPH                CHASTENING               GOSHEN
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3. It seems like Joseph set a trap for Benjamin by having the silver cup put into his sack.
Explain why he might have done this.


4. Was Joseph truly forgiving of his brothers? How do you know?


Passages


Psalms 103:8  The LORD is merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in


mercy.


Ephesians 4:32  And be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one


another, just as God in Christ forgave you.


Galatians 3:26  For you are all sons of God
through faith in Christ Jesus.


Romans 8:28  And we know that all things
work together for good to those who love


God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.


Hymn - TLH #435


My spirit on Thy care, 
Blest Savior, I recline;
Thou wilt not leave me to despair, 
For Thou art Love divine.


In Thee I place my trust, 
On Thee I calmly rest;
I know Thee good, I know Thee just, 
And count Thy choice the best.


Whate’er events be’tide, 
Thy will they all perform;
Safe in Thy breast my head I hide 
Nor fear the coming storm.


Let good or ill befall,
It must be good for me;
Secure of having Thee in all, 
Of having all in Thee.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, help me to remember always that You make all things work for the good of Your
children.  Make me realize the love and mercy You have for me.  May I be ever grateful for
all You have given me, especially for the forgiveness and salvation through Your death on
the cross.  Lord, strengthen the faith You have given me and keep me ever faithful.  Fill me
with Your Holy Spirit and grant me the courage to share the message of forgiveness and
salvation with others.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt
Genesis 42


 


Introduction: We have been talking about Joseph. Who is Joseph? What do you
remember about him? How many brothers did he have? Did they like him? What did they do
to Joseph? What happened to Joseph? Who took care of  Joseph through all of these bad
things? What did Joseph end up doing in Egypt? (How did God use Joseph?) 


Read/tell story with voice animation. Interject questions to check for understanding.
This story lends itself easily to play form. Help the children to act out the scene. Let them
perform it once or twice on their own. 
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The Story
Jacob heard there was food in


Egypt, so he sent his ten oldest sons there
to buy food. When the ten brothers got to
Egypt, they came to the governor of  the
land and bowed down before him. This
ruler was their brother Joseph, but they
didn't know who he was. He knew them
and spoke to them in an angry way.
 "Who are you, and where do you
come from?" asked Joseph.


 "We come from the land of
Canaan,” said the brothers.


"You are spies!" said Joseph.
The brothers said,  "No, my lord, we


have come to buy food. We are brothers.
We are honest men.  We are not spies."


But Joseph said, "No. You are spies!
You have come to see if you can take
over our land."


"We are twelve brothers that live in
Canaan with our father. Our youngest 
brother is at home and one brother is gone."


Joseph again said, "You are spies!
You shall not leave until your youngest
brother comes here." So he put them into
prison for three days. There they sat and
thought about all the things happening to
them. 


On the third day, Joseph said to
them, "If you are honest men, let one
brother stay in prison, and you return to
your land with the food. But bring your
youngest brother back to me to prove you
aren't lying."


Then they said to each other, "We
are guilty. Long ago we heard our brother
Joseph plead with us to save him, and we
didn't listen. Now we are paying for it."


Reuben said, "Didn't I tell you to
leave him alone? You didn't listen. Now  we
are being punished."


Joseph listened to them talk.
He saw they were sorry for what they
had done to him. Then Joseph had
his servants tie up Simeon, while his
brothers watched, and  lead Simeon
away to prison.


Joseph told his servants to fill
the brothers' sacks with food and put
their  money back inside the sacks.
On their way home, one of the
brothers opened a sack of grain to
feed the donkeys, and he found his
money. Then they were all afraid. 


"What is happening? What is
God doing to us?" they asked.


When they got home, they told
their father Jacob everything that
had  happened. As they emptied
their sacks of food, they found
money in each sack.


Jacob said, "You have taken
Joseph from me, and now Simeon is
gone, and you  want to take
Benjamin. All these things are against
me. Everything bad is  happening to
me."


Then Reuben said, "Trust me. I
will bring Benjamin back to you or
you can  kill my two sons."


And Jacob said, "No. Joseph is
dead. If anything would happen to
Benjamin,  I would die of sadness."
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The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and
correct their sinful behavior.


Activity One - Start at Canaan and follow the maze to get the brothers to Egypt.


The chastening or disciplining we receive from our Lord is a part of the
unconditional love, forgiveness and long-suffering of our God toward us.


w







Old Testament 4 Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt  - Level 1


Activity Two - Draw a line to match the two like pictures.


Passage


Hebrews 12:6 -  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son
whom He receives.


Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, When I run away from You by sinning, come and bring
me back to You. When You discipline me, help me to remember that You are
doing this to show me my sin. It is because You love me and want me to be
with You. Be with me always for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt
Genesis 42
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The Story
Jacob heard there was food in


Egypt, so he sent his ten oldest sons
there to buy food. When the ten
brothers got to Egypt, they came to the
governor of  the land and bowed down
before him. This ruler was their brother
Joseph, but they didn't know who he
was. He knew them and spoke to them
in an angry way.
 "Who are you, and where do you
come from?" asked Joseph.


 "We come from the land of
Canaan,” said the brothers.


"You are spies!" said Joseph.
The brothers said,  "No, my lord,


we have come to buy food. We are
brothers. We are honest men.  We are
not spies."


But Joseph said, "No. You are
spies! You have come to see if you can
take over our land."


"We are 12 brothers that live in
Canaan with our father. Our youngest 
brother is at home and one brother is
gone."


Joseph again said, "You are spies!
You shall not leave until your youngest
brother comes here." So he put them
into prison for three days. There they sat
and thought about all the things
happening to them. 


On the third day, Joseph said to
them, "If you are honest men, let one
brother stay in prison, and you return to
your land with the food. But bring your
youngest brother back to me to prove
you aren't lying."


Then they said to each other, "We
are guilty. Long ago we heard our
brother Joseph plead with us to save
him, and we didn't listen. Now we are


paying for it."
Reuben said, "Didn't I tell you to


leave him alone? You didn't listen. Now 
we are being punished."


Joseph listened to them talk. He
saw they were sorry for what they had
done to him. Then Joseph had his
servants tie up Simeon, while his
brothers watched, and  lead Simeon
away to prison.


Joseph told his servants to fill the
brothers' sacks with food and put their 
money back inside the sacks. On their
way home, one of the brothers opened
a sack of grain to feed the donkeys,
and found his money. Then they were
all afraid. 


"What is happening? What is God
doing to us?" they asked.


When they got home, they told
their father Jacob everything that had 
happened. As they emptied their sacks
of food, they found money in each
sack.


Jacob said, "You have taken
Joseph from me, and now Simeon is
gone, and you want to take Benjamin.
All these things are against me.
Everything bad is happening to me."


Then Reuben said, "Trust me. I will
bring Benjamin back to you or you can 
kill my two sons."


And Jacob said, "No. Joseph is
dead. If anything, would happen to
Benjamin,  I would die of sadness."


The Lord disciplined Joseph’s
brothers to change their hearts


and correct their sinful behavior.
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Activity One - Start at Canaan and follow the maze to get the brothers to Egypt.


Help the brothers find their way to Egypt.


The chastening or disciplining we receive from our Lord is a part of the
unconditional love, forgiveness and long-suffering of our God toward
us.


Activity Two - Talk about these questions.


1. Why didn't Joseph tell his brothers who he was? 


2. Why did he act like he was angry with them? 


w
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3. Why did Joseph throw all of the brothers into prison for three days? 


4. What do you think the brothers thought about while they were in prison? 


5. How did the brothers feel about their sin of hating Joseph? 


6. What made them feel that way?


7. Do bad things ever happen to you? 


8. Do you ever get into trouble at home?


9. Do you get punished or disciplined somehow? Why? 


10. Do your parents do this because they hate you? Why do they do it? 


11. What are they trying to show you?
 


In this same way God disciplines us. He wants us to know what is right so that
we are sorry for our sins and we repent.


Passage


Hebrews 12:6 -  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son
whom He receives.


Hymn - TLH 416, v. 1, 4


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways
To keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace
To know and do His will!


Make me to walk in Thy commands —
‘Tis a delightful road —
Nor let my head or heart or hands
Offend against my God.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, When I run away from You by sinning, come and bring
me back to You. When You discipline me, help me to remember that You are
doing this to show me my sin. It is because You love me and want me to be
with You. Be with me always for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt
Genesis 42


 


Have you ever been punished for doing something wrong?  
We all have.  
Why do our parents discipline us?  
Why does God discipline us?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, Thank You for bringing us together to learn about
You in this class today. Please lead us to understand through this
Bible lesson why You discipline us as You disciplined the brothers of
Joseph. Amen.


The Story


There was a great famine in the land of
Canaan.  Jacob heard there was grain in
Egypt, so he told his sons, “Go down to that
place and buy for us there that we may live
and not die.”  So Joseph’s ten brothers went
down to Egypt to buy grain.  Jacob would not
send Benjamin, however, “lest some calamity
befall him”.  


Now at that time, Joseph was the
governor of Egypt. He was the one who sold
the grain to all who came to buy it. So
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed their
faces to the earth before him.  Joseph
recognized them, but they didn’t know him. 
He spoke roughly to them, “Where do you
come from?”  


They answered, “From the land of
Canaan to buy food.”  


Joseph remembered the dreams he
had had.  He said to them, “You are spies! 
You have come to see the effects of the
famine!” The brothers protested that they
were only there to buy food, but Joseph
accused them again of being spies.  


They pleaded, “Your servants are
twelve brothers, the sons of one man in
the land of Canaan; and in fact, the
youngest is with our father today, and
one is no more.” 


Again Joseph said they were
spies.  Finally he said, “In this manner
you shall be tested: By the life of
Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place
unless your youngest brother comes
here.  Send one of you, and let him
bring your brother; and you shall be
kept in prison, that your words may be
tested to see whether there is any truth
in you; or else, by the life of Pharaoh,
surely you are spies!” Joseph put them
all in prison for three days. 


On the third day, he told them he
would let all but one brother get food
and return to Canaan.  One would be
kept in prison until the youngest brother
was brought back as proof that they
were telling the truth.  They all started
talking about the situation in front of 
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Joseph.  They were upset because they
remembered what they had done to Joseph
years before; now they felt they were being
punished for sinning against him.  Although
Joseph had spoken to them in Egyptian
through an interpreter, he understood their
language and heard every word.  He felt so
sorrowful over their distress that he had to turn
away from them
and weep. When
he returned, he
bound Simeon and
took him away.


Then Joseph
commanded that
all their sacks be
filled with grain.  He
told his servants to
put their money
back in the sacks
as well as provisions
for their journey. 
The brothers then
loaded their
donkeys with the
grain and left.  


Along the
way, one of the
brothers opened his sack to feed his donkey. 
He was surprised and afraid when he saw the
money back in his sack.  He told his brothers
all about it, and they too were terrified. It
looked like they had stolen the grain!


They traveled back to Canaan,
where they immediately told their father
Jacob all that had happened to them. 
When each brother emptied out his
sack, the money came tumbling out
with the grain.


Jacob was very upset.  “You
have bereaved me,” he said, “Joseph is


no more,
Simeon is no
more, and you
want to take
Benjamin.  All
these things
are against
me.” 


Reuben
made a
promise to his
father.  “Kill my
two sons if I do
not bring him
back to you;
put him in my
hands, and I
will bring him
back to you.” 


But
Jacob refused, saying, “If any calamity
should befall him along the way in
which you go, then you would bring
down my gray hair with sorrow to the
grave.”


Outer Aim - The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and
correct their sinful behavior.
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What the Story Tells Us -Write (T)rue or (F)alse for each statement.


1. _____ Jacob told his sons to go down to Egypt to buy grain.


2. _____ All of his sons went together to Egypt.


3. _____ When Joseph saw his brothers again, he embraced them.


4. _____ Joseph accused them of being spies.


5. _____ Joseph wanted them to bring the youngest brother to Egypt.


6. _____ The brothers were thrown into prison for a week.


7. _____ Joseph was chastening his brothers because he hated them.


8. _____ Joseph commanded that each sack of grain should also contain money.


9. _____ The brothers were happy to see their money again.


10. _____ Jacob was afraid something would happen to Benjamin.


Inner Aim - The chastening or disciplining we receive from our Lord is a part of
the unconditional love, forgiveness and long-suffering of our God toward us.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss these questions.


1. Why didn’t Joseph’s brothers recognize him?


2. The brothers were held in prison for 3 days. If Joseph loved them, why did he do this to
them?


3. After the brothers remembered what they had done to their brother, Joseph, they were
truly sorry for their sin. Why did Joseph weep when he heard them discussing it?


4. Jacob had good reason for not allowing Benjamin to go to Egypt, but he was also
sinning. How?
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Passages - Look up the following Bible verses and fill in the blanks.


Psalms 94:12  Blessed is the man whom You ______________, O LORD, and _______________ out


of Your _____________.


Hebrews 12:6  For whom the LORD ___________ He ________________, and ________________


every son whom He ________________.


Revelation 3:19  As many as I love, I ______________ and ________________. Therefore be


_______________ and repent.


Hymn - TLH #342 v. 1, 5


Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.


O my Savior, help afford
By Thy Spirit and Thy Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, in this Bible truth You have shown me how much I am loved by my Father in
heaven.  You have shown me that when I am disciplined by my heavenly Father it is done
out of love.  Help me to accept this discipline and repent of all my sins knowing that in Jesus I
have forgiveness.  Help me to remember at all times that no matter what I have done
wrong, God the Father has freely forgiven me of all my sins for Jesus’ sake.  Grant me an
extra measure of Your Holy Spirit to turn me from my sinful ways to follow You.  In Jesus’ name
I ask this.  Amen.
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Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt
Genesis 42


 


Think (privately) of a time you were in trouble for doing something sinful.)
Yours was probably not a pleasant situation --but it’s very important that
correction takes place.  Sin can separate us from God.  Sin is dangerous
to our souls.  Our sin must be pointed out so we can repent and have it
removed through forgiveness.


This process of correction doesn’t usually feel good – but we should
realize how good this is for our spiritual health.


It is an act of love when God protects our souls from sin.  In today’s Bible
reading your will hear of God using Joseph to help his brothers see their
sins and seek forgiveness!


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, Thank You for bringing us together to learn about You in this class today.
Please lead us to understand through this Bible lesson why You discipline us as You
disciplined the brothers of Joseph. Amen.


The Story - Genesis 42


          When Jacob saw that there was grain
in Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, "Why do you
look at one another?" {2} And he said,
"Indeed I have heard that there is grain in
Egypt; go down to that place and buy for us
there, that we may live and not die." 


{3} So Joseph's ten brothers went
down to buy grain in Egypt. {4} But Jacob
did not send Joseph's brother Benjamin with
his brothers, for he said, "Lest some calamity
befall him." {5} And the sons of Israel went to
buy grain among those who journeyed, for
the famine was in the land of Canaan. 


{6} Now Joseph was governor over the
land; and it was he who sold to all the
people of the land. And Joseph's brothers
came and bowed down before him with
their faces to the earth. {7} Joseph saw his
brothers and recognized them, but he


acted as a stranger to them and spoke
roughly to them. Then he said to them,
"Where do you come from?" 


And they said, "From the land of
Canaan to buy food." 


{8} So Joseph recognized his brothers,
but they did not recognize him. {9} Then
Joseph remembered the dreams which he
had dreamed about them, and said to them,
"You are spies! You have come to see the
nakedness of the land!" 


{10} And they said to him, "No, my lord,
but your servants have come to buy food.
{11} "We are all one man's sons; we are
honest men; your servants are not spies." 


{12} But he said to them, "No, but you
have come to see the nakedness of the
land." 


{13} And they said, "Your servants are
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twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the
land of Canaan; and in fact, the youngest is
with our father today, and one is no more." 


{14} But Joseph said to them, "It is as I
spoke to you, saying, 'You are spies!' {15} "In
this manner you shall be tested: By the life of
Pharaoh, you shall not leave this place
unless your youngest brother comes here.
{16} "Send one of you, and let him bring your
brother; and you shall be kept in prison, that
your words may be tested to see whether
there is any truth in you; or else, by the life of
Pharaoh, surely you are spies!" {17} So he put
them all together in prison three days. 


{18} Then Joseph said to them the third
day, "Do this and live, for I fear God: {19} "If
you are honest men, let one of your brothers
be confined to your prison house; but you,
go and carry grain for the famine of your
houses. {20} "And bring your youngest
brother to me; so your words will be verified,
and you shall not die." And they did so. 


{21} Then they said to one another,
"We are truly guilty concerning our brother,
for we saw the anguish of his soul when he
pleaded with us, and we would not hear;
therefore this distress has come upon us." 


{22} And Reuben answered them,
saying, "Did I not speak to you, saying, 'Do
not sin against the boy'; and you would not
listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now
required of us." {23} But they did not know
that Joseph understood them, for he spoke
to them through an interpreter. 


{24} And he turned himself away from
them and wept. Then he returned to them
again, and talked with them. And he took
Simeon from them and bound him before
their eyes. 


{25} Then Joseph gave a command to
fill their sacks with grain, to restore every
man's money to his sack, and to give them
provisions for the journey. Thus he did for
them. {26} So they loaded their donkeys with
the grain and departed from there. 


{27} But as one of them opened his
sack to give his donkey feed at the


encampment, he saw his money; and there it
was, in the mouth of his sack. {28} So he said
to his brothers, "My money has been restored,
and there it is, in my sack!" 


Then their hearts failed them and they
were afraid, saying to one another, "What is
this that God has done to us?" 


{29} Then they went to Jacob their
father in the land of Canaan and told him all
that had happened to them, saying: {30} "The
man who is lord of the land spoke roughly to
us, and took us for spies of the country. {31}
"But we said to him, 'We are honest men; we
are not spies. {32} 'We are twelve brothers,
sons of our father; one is no more, and the
youngest is with our father this day in the land
of Canaan.' 


{33} "Then the man, the lord of the
country, said to us, 'By this I will know that you
are honest men: Leave one of your brothers
here with me, take food for the famine of
your households, and be gone. {34} 'And
bring your youngest brother to me; so I shall
know that you are not spies, but that you are
honest men. I will grant your brother to you,
and you may trade in the land.'"


{35} Then it happened as they emptied
their sacks, that surprisingly each man's
bundle of money was in his sack; and when
they and their father saw the bundles of
money, they were afraid. {36} And Jacob
their father said to them, "You have
bereaved me: Joseph is no more, Simeon is
no more, and you want to take Benjamin. All
these things are against me." 


{37} Then Reuben spoke to his father,
saying, "Kill my two sons if I do not bring him
back to you; put him in my hands, and I will
bring him back to you." 


{38} But he said, "My son shall not go
down with you, for his brother is dead, and
he is left alone. If any calamity should befall
him along the way in which you go, then you
would bring down my gray hair with sorrow to
the grave."
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Outer Aim - The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and correct their
sinful behavior.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. List three events from Genesis 42 that helped Joseph’s brothers recognize their sins.


2. Quote evidence from Scripture in Genesis 42 that the brothers recognize their guilt and
are being led toward repentance.  Be sure to include a reference as well as key words
from the passage/s.


Inner Aim - The chastening or disciplining we receive from our Lord is a part of the
unconditional love, forgiveness and long-suffering of our God toward us.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss these questions.


1. If Joseph had simply revealed himself to his brothers what may have remained?  


2. Discuss different ways in which you have been corrected in an attempt to identify your
sin and move you toward godly repentance. 


3. Discuss these sayings from God’s Little Instruction Book Volumes I, II, & III. “Too many
parents are not on spanking terms with their children.”   Basis – Proverbs 13:24


“Whenever a man is ready to uncover his sins, God is always ready to cover them.”
Basis – Proverbs 28:13


4. Discuss how radiation treatment of cancer can actually kills cells and makes people
sick…but gets rid of the life threatening cancer.  Discuss how this is like our inner aim.  


5. Discuss how in muscle building  the muscle cells are actually damaged before they
come back stronger than they were before lifting weights.  Discuss how this might be
like our inner aim. 


Hymn - TLH #342 v. 1, 5


Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high, lived that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine, I am His, and He is mine.


O my Savior, help afford by Thy Spirit and Thy Word!
When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die.
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Passages - Concordance Activity - Search for passages that emphasize the Lord chastises
those He loves.  Search for passages that emphasize chastisement as a good thing. List your
passages below in the correct column.


The Lord Chastises Those He Loves Chastisement is a Good Thing 


Prayer ACTivity - Write a group prayer that reiterates main lessons of the day.  This acrostic approach
can help you remember how to build a prayer.  ACTS
A (Acknowledge who you are praying to along with a characteristic)


C (Confess)


T (Thank)


S (Supplicate – ask)
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STORY 8/18/04
Joseph’s Brothers Come to Egypt - Genesis 42


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father, I understand and believe that whom the Lord loves He chastens. Grant to me the faith
and the strength to accept the discipline You give to me and to understand that it is given out of love
for me and my spiritual welfare. Thankful for the forgiveness You have given to me, strengthen me
that I might bring needed discipline to the lives of the young people You have placed under my care,
and that I might do so with love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


VOCABULARY
calamity: an event that brings terrible loss, lasting distress, or severe affliction; a disaster:
famine: a time when there is not enough food.
interpreter: one who translates orally from one language into another.
provisions: food and other material goods necessary to sustain life.
bereaved: suffering the loss of a loved one


 OUTER AIM
   The Lord disciplined Joseph’s brothers to change their hearts and correct their sinful behavior.


 INNER AIM
   As the Lord chastened or disciplined Joseph’s brothers, so the Lord also chastens or disciplines us


because of His love for us. This chastening or discipline we receive from our Lord is a part of the
unconditional love, forgiveness, and longsuffering of our God toward us. The Lord disciplines us
because He loves us. 


 BACKGROUND 
   This story represents the first step in God’s chastening of the ten brothers who had treated Joseph so


shamefully. Joseph’s actions toward his brothers were not done out of hate but love. Joseph, a God-
fearing man, was deeply concerned for the spiritual welfare of his brothers. Joseph's acceptance of
what God had allowed to come into his life, together with his loving forgiveness toward his brothers,
serves as a model for all who would follow.


Verses 1-14
Because there was a great famine in the land, Jacob determined to send his sons to Egypt to buy
grain. He did not, however, send Benjamin. Jacob continued to imitate his own father's shameless
favoritism. As he had once showed favoritism to Joseph, so also now did he favor Benjamin.


Joseph recognized his brothers, but his brothers did not recognize Joseph. There are several possible
explanation for this. 1) Joseph did not look the same, he would have changed much in the twenty or
more difficult years that had passed. 2) His brothers never expected to find Joseph occupying such a
position of authority. 3) While the Israelites were bearded people, the Egyptians were clean-shaven,
often used makeup, and had dramatically different hairstyles and head coverings. 4) Joseph spoke
harshly to them in a foreign language. 5) The brothers probably believed that Joseph was dead. 
Joseph had no doubt wondered often during the past 20 years just when the dreams of his youth
would be fulfilled (Cf. Genesis 37:1-11). He recognized their fulfillment immediately when his
brothers bowed down to him; yet, in great love, for a time he resisted the temptation to reveal
himself and point out the fulfillment of his dreams.
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What might at first seem like harsh behavior is, in fact, God using Joseph to chasten or discipline his brothers to
bring them to repentance. The first part of this chastening was Joseph’s feigned anger with the brothers. The
brothers were naturally puzzled and probably quite fearful when Joseph did not accept their explanation that
they had come to buy food. Why did this Egyptian ruler single them out when there were surely many other
strangers doing just what they were doing? The pleading of the brothers was to no avail. How fitting a
chastisement! Joseph had pleaded with his brothers to spare his life many years ago, and was rejected, so now
the pleading of his brothers is rejected. 


Verses 14-24
The brothers were to be tested. They would not be allowed to leave Egypt until the younger brother
Benjamin was brought to him. Note the wisdom of Joseph's actions. He wanted to see Benjamin, his
only full brother, but he arranged to see him through means that appeared wise and normal to the ten
brothers. Joseph was demanding that they prove their whole story by verifying one small part. If they
could produce Benjamin, their entire story would be validated.


The brothers were unjustly thrown into prison for three days. Later they would certainly learn that
they had likely been held in the same prison where Joseph suffered for several years. Joseph was
giving them time to contemplate their sin.


Joseph left them in prison only three days because he did not want his father’s large household to
suffer from hunger. He would send the brothers back with the exception of Simeon, who would
remain as a hostage or prisoner to ensure the brothers return. The others would carry the muchneeded
food back to his father’s household.


Why Simeon, the second oldest, was chosen is not known, although we have no record of Simeon
ever objecting to the harsh treatment of Joseph - as did the oldest brother, Reuben.


That this chastening awoke the consciences of the brothers was made clear when they confessed to each other
their guilt regarding Joseph. They remembered how Joseph had pleaded and how they had shown no mercy.
Because of their sin long ago, now they were suffering. They came to realize that what they had done to Joseph
was no different from murder in the eyes of God.


Once Joseph realized that his brothers were truly sorry for their sin, he wept. His long heartache was finally at
an end. He was allowed to see the fruit of God's work in his life. We are hereby reminded that our sins can have
far-reaching consequences. Sins don’t simply go away. Time does not heal sins, Christ does. How important for
us to understand that we daily sin much and are in constant need of forgiveness. We also see here the
longsuffering of our merciful and gracious God. He still loved the ten brothers and wanted them brought to
repentance. What comfort there is in this fact for each of us. Our Lord loves us and chastens us because He is
not willing that any should perish.


Verses 25-38
See here again the loving wisdom of God at work through Joseph. He sent provisions for his brothers so they
would have no need to look in their sacks until well on their journey. By returning their money to their sacks,
Joseph was seeking to create in them the same sense of helplessness he must have once felt. Again, revenge was
not his motive, but a loving concern for their souls. The brothers needed to learn that they did not control their
destinies. God did. When life seems unfair, the only course of action is to trust our merciful God.


Reuben tries to put his father at ease and demonstrate his full devotion by offering his two sons as a pledge. It
seems obvious to us that, should Jacob lose his son Benjamin, killing two of his own grandchildren could never
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give him any comfort. Jacob refused to let Benjamin go, in effect, sentencing Simeon to death. Apparently
selfish even in his old age, Jacob was in effect sentencing his whole family to death rather than face the possible
loss of Benjamin and the resulting grief he would suffer.


We see here the temporal effects of sin in the lives of Joseph’s brothers. What they had done twenty years or so
earlier is now causing them great grief. We need to be reminded of this fact as well. The consequences of our
sin can be devastating not only in the present but also in the distant future. Yet the Lord is merciful and
gracious, we see His mercy in this chastening or disciplining of the brothers. Through these events, the Lord
would bring them to repentance and forgiveness. We are once again reminded of what our Lord tells us; “And
we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to
His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) While we leave Jacob and his sons for now in a state of bitter anguish, the Lord in
His grace will turn these events into a most joyful blessing. 


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, in this Bible truth you have shown me how much I am loved by my Father in heaven. You have
shown me that when I am disciplined by my heavenly Father it is done out of love. Help me to accept this
discipline and repent of all my sins knowing that in Jesus I have forgiveness. Help me to remember at all times
that no matter what I have done wrong, God the Father has freely forgiven me of all my sins for Jesus' sake.
Grant me an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit to turn me from my sinful ways to follow You. In Jesus' name I
ask this. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The account is probably too long to read. You may prefer to tell this Bible truth in your own words using the
written account as your guide. Emphasize that sin does not right itself with the passage of time. God in His
wisdom used the famine as an opportunity to discipline Joseph’s brothers to bring them to the knowledge and
repentance of their sin.
-----------------------------------------
Additional Teacher’s Aids


Introduction (Guide listening of story)
(Teacher could come up with an example from his/her life when the Lord brought them blessing through and
event the seemed unpleasant at the time.)


Explain to the students some things that are good for us – don’t always feel that way at first.  Discipline is a
prime example of this.


(Ask the students to think (privately) of a time they were in trouble for doing something sinful.)


Yours was probably not a pleasant situation – but it’s very important the correction takes place.  Sin can
separate us from God.  Sin is dangerous to our souls.  Our sin must be pointed out so we can repent and have it
removed through forgiveness.


This process of correction doesn’t usually feel good – but we should realize how good this is for our spiritual
health.


It is an act of love when God protects our souls from sin.  In today’s Bible reading your will hear of God using
Joseph to help his brothers see their sins and seek forgiveness!
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Answer the Questions


1. List three events from Genesis 42 that helped Joseph’s brothers recognize their sins.


(Possible Answers:
1. Treated unfairly as they had treated Joseph, selling him into slavery.  
2. Their lives threaten as they had put Joseph’s in danger.
3. Simeon bound as Joseph was into slavery.
4. Money being return filled them with fear, as it would look as though they didn’t pay for the


grain.
5. Brothers pleaded for mercy…like Joseph had.
6. The fact they were to bring the youngest, their father’s favorite and endanger his life would


certainly remind them of their sin of betraying and hating Joseph.)


2. Quote evidence from Scripture that the brothers recognize their guilt and are being led toward
repentance.  Be sure to include a reference as well as key words from the passage/s.


(Genesis 42:21,22)


21 Then they said to one another, “We are truly guilty concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his
soul when he pleaded with us, and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.”22 And Reuben
answered them, saying, “Did I not speak to you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you would not listen?
Therefore behold, his blood is now required of us.”)


Discuss


1. If Joseph had simply revealed himself to his brothers what may have remained?  (Perhaps they would’ve
feared Joseph and not had godly fear repentance from their guilt.)


2. Discuss different ways in which you have been corrected in an attempt to identify your sin and move
you toward godly repentance.  (Spanking, grounding, bible passages, lecture, jail,  removing privileges…)


3. Discuss these sayings from God’s Little Instruction Book Volumes I, II, & III. 
“Too many parents are not on spanking terms with their children.”   


Basis – Proverbs 13:24
  “Whenever a man is ready to uncover his sins, God is always ready to cover them.”


Basis – Proverbs 28:13


4. Discuss how radiation treatment of cancer can actually kills cells and makes people sick…but gets rid of
the life threatening cancer.  Discuss how this is like our inner aim.  (The treatment feels bad, damages
cells…but saves lives.)


5. Discuss how in muscle building  the muscle cells are actually damaged before they come back stronger
than they were before lifting weights.  Discuss how this might be like our inner aim.  (Cells are damaged; it
hurts; yet we are stronger because of it.)


Concordance Activity
Search for passages that emphasize the Lord chastises those He loves.  Search for passages that emphasize
chastisement as a good thing.
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Proverbs 3:11,12
My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor detest His correction;12 For whom the LORD loves He
corrects, just as a father the son in whom he delights.


Titus 1:13
This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,


Hebrews 12:10,11
For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may be
partakers of His holiness.11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless,
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.


Proverbs 13:24
He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.


Proverbs 19:18
Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction.


Proverbs 22:15
Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.


APPLICATIONS
1. As was the case with Joseph’s brothers, our Lord does not give up on us. His love and patience toward


us is abundantly evident.
2. It seems that people in our day have a very relaxed attitude toward sin. Emphasize to your students that


sin is a terrible destroyer. This is evident in the Bible truth laid out before us. The sin of Joseph’s
brothers had farreaching effects. Their sin had not only destroyed the relationship between Joseph and
his brothers, their sin had separated them from their Father in heaven. Our Lord in this Bible story leads
us once again to understand the terrible consequences of sin. It doesn’t just go away. If left unchecked it
will destroy individuals, families, and most importantly our relationship with God and our salvation.


3. Our Lord demonstrates His love for all mankind in His chastening efforts to lead Joseph’s brothers to
repentance. The promised Messiah was to be born from this family, specifically from the tribe of Judah.
In preserving this family, God was working to preserve all mankind.


4. God’s grace is at the forefront of this Bible story. If God had not cared about Joseph’s brothers He
would not have chastened them. God disciplines us out of love. Our Lord may allow things to come
upon us in this life to lead us to repentance, and to strengthen the faith He has created in us. God’s
disciplining of us is a blessing. God shows His love through his chastising. Parents are called upon to do
the same. It has been said that one of the greatest forms of child abuse is lack of discipline. Parents are
commanded by God to offer this same loving correction to the children God has entrusted to their care.
You might also use this section to teach the students about true repentance, and the difference between
confession and repentance. A man might confess a transgression without ever repenting of it. Godly
sorrow over sin is more than sorrow over getting caught. True repentance involves a faithful turning
away from sin and turning to God for forgiveness. Use Judas and Peter to contrast the difference
between being sorry and confessing sin (Judas) and true repentance (Peter).
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalms 94:12 - Blessed is the man whom You instruct, O LORD, And teach out of Your law,
Hebrews 12:6 -  For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.
Revelation 3:19 - As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent.


Middle any of the above and...
Proverbs 13:24 - He who spares his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him promptly.


Upper any of the above and...
Proverbs 19:18 - Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction.


HYMN CHOICES
“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” (TLH #324:1-2)
“Chief Of Sinners Though I Be” (TLH #342:1 & 5)
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Joseph Sold Into Slavery
Genesis 37
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The Story


Jacob and his family lived in
Canaan.  Jacob had twelve sons and
loved them all, but he loved Joseph
more than his other sons.  Jacob gave
Joseph a special present - a beautiful
coat!  This made Joseph’s brothers
jealous of him and angry with him.


One night Joseph had a dream. 
In his dream he and his brothers were
tying the grain together into sheaves. 
Joseph’s sheaf stood tall and the
sheaves his brothers had made bowed
down to his.  Joseph’s brothers were
even more angry with Joseph when he
told them his dream.


Joseph had another dream and
again he told it to his brothers.  He had
dreamt that the sun, moon, and eleven
stars bowed down to him.  His family
was upset by this dream.  Jacob, his
father, asked Joseph if he thought even
his father and mother would have to
bow down to him?  Jacob was
confused by Joseph’s dreams, but
remembered them.


Joseph’s brothers watched over
the flocks of animals that belonged to
their family.  Sometimes they had to
travel a long way to find enough food
and water for them.  One of the times
they were away Jacob sent Joseph to
check on them.  Joseph traveled to
find his brothers.


When Joseph’s brothers saw him
coming they remembered how angry
they were with him and wanted to kill
him.  Reuben was the oldest brother
and did not want Joseph to be killed;


he told his brothers to throw
Joseph into a pit.  Later on he
would come back to the pit and
help Joseph get out.


When Joseph reached the
flocks, his brothers took off his
coat and threw him into the pit. 
His brothers saw some traders
coming and, knowing that the
traders also bought and sold
slaves, Judah suggested that they
sell Joseph for money.


Reuben was very upset
when he returned to the pit and
Joseph was gone.  He asked his
brothers how he could explain it
to his father?  So they took
Joseph’s coat and dipped it in the
blood of one of their goats.


When the brothers returned
home to Jacob they showed him
Joseph’s coat.  Jacob thought
that a wild animal had killed
Joseph.  Jacob was very sad
about losing Joseph and cried for
him.


The traders that had bought
Joseph took him to Egypt and sold
him to Potiphar, who worked for
Pharaoh.


Joseph is envied by his
brothers and sold into slavery


in Egypt.
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Activity One - Draw a picture to complete the sentence.


1. Jacob gave his son, Joseph, a 


2. Joseph had two dreams. In one of them the                           , moon and
stars bowed down to him.


3. Joseph went to check on his brothers who were watching 


4. The angry brothers sold                                and he was taken to Egypt.


God begins His plan to rescue the family of Israel and keep His
promise to send the Savior through their descendants.


Passage


Psalm 27:14  Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart.
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Activity Two - Connect the (*)and color the heart that reminds us how much Jesus
loves us.


Joseph must have felt very scared to be taken from his family. 
Do you ever feel afraid? 
Jesus tells us we never need to be afraid because He is always near and


He loves us.


*           *                    *            *
                           *                          


*                Wait on the LORD               *
Be of good courage


*                  and He shall                  *
strengthen


*            your heart.        *
Psalm 27:14


*                    *
*


Hymn - TLH #424, v. 1


My God, my Father, make me strong,
When tasks of life seem hard and long,
To greet them with this triumph song:
Thy will be done.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for watching over me. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Joseph Sold Into Slavery - Level 2 6/27/06           


Joseph Sold Into Slavery
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The Story


Jacob and his family lived in
Canaan.  Jacob had 12 sons and loved
them all, but he loved Joseph more
than his other sons.  Jacob gave
Joseph a special present – a beautiful
coat!  This made Joseph’s brothers
jealous and angry with him.


One night Joseph had a dream. In
his dream he and his brothers were
tying the grain together into sheaves.
Joseph’s sheaf stood tall and the
sheaves his brothers had made bowed
down to his.  Joseph’s brothers were
even more angry with Joseph when he
told them his dream.


Joseph had another dream and
again he told it to his brothers.  He
dreamed that the sun, moon, and 11
stars bowed down to him.  His family
was upset by this dream.  Jacob, his
father, asked Joseph if he thought even
his father and mother would have to
bow down to him.  Jacob was
confused by Joseph’s dreams, but
remembered them.


Joseph’s brothers watched over
the flocks of animals that belonged to
their family.  Sometimes they had to
travel a long way to find enough food
and water for them.  One of the times
they were away Jacob sent Joseph to
check on them.  Joseph traveled to
find his brothers.


When Joseph’s brothers saw him
coming they remembered how angry
they were with him and wanted to kill
him.  Reuben was the oldest brother


and did not want Joseph to be
killed; he told his brothers to throw
Joseph into a pit.  Reuben left the
camp, and planned to return later
on to help Joseph get out of the
pit.


When Joseph reached the
flocks, his brothers took off his
coat and threw him into the pit.
His brothers saw some traders
coming and, knowing that the
traders also bought and sold
slaves, his brother Judah
suggested that they sell Joseph for
money.


Reuben was very upset
when he returned to the pit and
Joseph was gone.  He asked his
brothers how he could explain it
to his father.  So they took
Joseph’s coat and dipped it in the
blood of one of their goats.


When the brothers returned
home to Jacob, they showed him
Joseph’s coat.  Jacob thought
that a wild animal had killed
Joseph.  Jacob was very sad
about losing Joseph and cried for
him.


The traders that had bought
Joseph took him to Egypt and sold
him to Potiphar, who worked for
Pharaoh.


Joseph is envied by his
brothers and sold into slavery


in Egypt.
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Activity One - Draw a happy face ( beside each sentence that makes you feel
happy. Draw a sad face ; beside each sentence that makes you feel sad.


1. Jacob loved Joseph very much.


2. Joseph’s brothers did not like him.


3. Joseph had two special dreams about his family.


4. Joseph’s brothers sold him to the traders.


5. The brothers lied to Jacob about Joseph being killed by a wild animal.


6. Joseph did not go to Egypt alone because God was with Him.


7. God is with you too! 


Activity Two - Discuss the following questions and then use the code to find out what
the passage from God’s Word in Luke 6:27 tells us.


Have you ever been angry with someone?    Did you forgive that person?


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18


A B D E G H I L M N O R S T U V W Y
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____ __ __ __ ____ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ____ __:
2 15 14 7 13 1 18 14 11 18 11 15 17 6 11 6 4 1 12


________ ____ ____ __ ____ __ ______ __ __ ____ __ __ 8
1116 4 1811 1512 4 10 4 9 7 4 13 3 11 5 11 11 3


__ __ ____ __ ____ __ ____ __ ____ __ ____ __.
14 11 14 6 11 13 4 17 6 11 6 1 14 4 1811 15


God begins His plan to rescue the family of Israel and keep
His promise to send the Savior through their descendants.


Passage


Psalms 27:14  Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart.


Hymn - TLH #424, v. 1


My God, my Father, make me strong,
When tasks of life seem hard and
long, To greet them with this triumph
song: Thy will be done.


Prayer


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, trusting only
Thee; Trusting Thee for full salvation, great and
free.
I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt
lead, Every day and hour supplying all my need. 
Amen.
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Joseph Sold Into Slavery
Genesis 37


 


YOUR MISSION:


Find your way to Ecbatana.
Restrictions:  You may not use a map, compass, or


travel agency.  You may take only one
person with you to help you in your journey. 
No one else may be contacted.


Time limit:  One lifetime
Reward if completed:  Beyond belief


1.  How would you get there?
2.  Who would you take with you?
3.  Would you trust that person to make the right decisions for you?


In today’s story Joseph is uprooted from his home, taken to a foreign land and forced to
work as a slave.  Who was making the decisions for him?  Did you choose that person to go
with you?


Prayer
Dear Lord,


As we study today about Joseph’s frightening experience of being sold by
his own brothers into slavery, help us to understand Your reason for it by seeing
how Joseph and all of Your children benefitted from his situation.  Help us also
remember that You are constantly our guide.  Amen.


The Story - Genesis 37


Now Jacob dwelt in the land where
his father was a stranger, in the land of
Canaan. 


{2} This is the history of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old,


was feeding the flock with his brothers. And
the lad was with the sons of Bilhah and the
sons of Zilpah, his father's wives; and
Joseph brought a bad report of them to his
father. 


{3} Now Israel loved Joseph more


than all his children, because he was the
son of his old age. Also he made him a
tunic of many colors. {4} But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him
more than all his brothers, they hated him
and could not speak peaceably to him. 


{5} Now Joseph had a dream, and
he told it to his brothers; and they hated
him even more. {6} So he said to them,
"Please hear this dream which I have
dreamed: {7} "There we were, binding
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sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf
arose and also stood upright; and indeed
your sheaves stood all around and bowed
down to my sheaf." 


{8} And his brothers said to him, "Shall
you indeed reign over us? Or shall you
indeed have dominion over us?" So they
hated him even more for his dreams and
for his words. 


{9} Then he dreamed still another
dream and told it to his brothers, and said,
"Look, I have dreamed another dream.
And this time, the sun, the moon, and the
eleven stars bowed down to me." 


{10} So he told it to his father and his
brothers; and his father rebuked him and
said to him, "What is this dream that you
have dreamed? Shall your mother and I
and your brothers indeed come to bow
down to the earth before you?" {11} And
his brothers envied him, but his father kept
the matter in mind. 


{12} Then his brothers went to feed
their father's flock in Shechem. {13} And
Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your brothers
feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, I will
send you to them." 


So he said to him, "Here I am." 
{14} Then he said to him, "Please go


and see if it is well with your brothers and
well with the flocks, and bring back word
to me." 


So he sent him out of the Valley of
Hebron, and he went to Shechem. {15}
Now a certain man found him, and there
he was, wandering in the field. And the
man asked him, saying, "What are you
seeking?" 


{16} So he said, "I am seeking my
brothers. Please tell me where they are
feeding their flocks." 


{17} And the man said, "They have
departed from here, for I heard them say,
'Let us go to Dothan.' " 


So Joseph went after his brothers
and found them in Dothan. {18} Now when
they saw him afar off, even before he


came near them, they conspired against
him to kill him. 


{19} Then they said to one another,
"Look, this dreamer is coming! {20} "Come
therefore, let us now kill him and cast him
into some pit; and we shall say, 'Some wild
beast has devoured him.' We shall see
what will become of his dreams!" 


{21} But Reuben heard it, and he
delivered him out of their hands, and said,
"Let us not kill him." {22} And Reuben said to
them, "Shed no blood, but cast him into this
pit which is in the wilderness, and do not
lay a hand on him"; that he might deliver
him out of their hands, and bring him back
to his father. 


{23} So it came to pass, when Joseph
had come to his brothers, that they
stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of
many colors that was on him. {24} Then
they took him and cast him into a pit. And
the pit was empty; there was no water in it. 


{25} And they sat down to eat a
meal. Then they lifted their eyes and
looked, and there was a company of
Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their
camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh,
on their way to carry them down to Egypt. 


{26} So Judah said to his brothers,
"What profit is there if we kill our brother
and conceal his blood? {27} "Come and
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not
our hand be upon him, for he is our brother
and our flesh." And his brothers listened. 


{28} Then Midianite traders passed
by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and
lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And
they took Joseph to Egypt. 


{29} Then Reuben returned to the pit,
and indeed Joseph was not in the pit; and
he tore his clothes. {30} And he returned to
his brothers and said, "The lad is no more;
and I, where shall I go?" 


{31} So they took Joseph's
tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped
the tunic in the blood. {32} Then they sent
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 the tunic of many colors, and they
brought it to their father and said, "We
have found this. Do you know whether it is
your son's tunic or not?" 


{33} And he recognized it and said,
"It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has
devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is
torn to pieces." 


{34} Then Jacob tore his clothes, put


sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for his
son many days. {35} And all his sons and all
his daughters arose to comfort him; but he
refused to be comforted, and he said, "For
I shall go down into the grave to my son in
mourning." Thus his father wept for him. 


{36} Now the Midianites had sold him
in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh
and captain of the guard.


Outer Aim
Joseph is envied by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.


What the Story Tells Us - Draw a line to match the actions with the people who did
them. You may use the name more than once.


had a dream about the sun, moon and stars +
grieved for Joseph +
threw Joseph into the pit +
lied to Jacob +
were envious of Joseph +
went to check on his brothers +
gave Joseph a beautiful coat +
wanted Joseph in Egypt +
loved all of his children +
wanted to send Joseph back home +
wanted to kill Joseph +
suggested selling Joseph to the Midianites +


+ brothers


+ Jacob


+ Joseph


+ God


+ Reuben


+ Judah
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What the Bible Tells Us - What would you say? Look up the following Bible passages
and match them to the situation in which they would be most helpful.


A. Psalm 27:14
B. Colossians 3:9


C. Matthew 5 :44
D. Isaiah 40:31


_____ 1. Peter’s sister had just told their mom she was going to the library. Peter knew she was
going to see a movie with her friends.


_____ 2. Timothy’s mother had been sick for many years. It was getting very hard for him to
watch her suffer.


_____ 3. It made Sue sad to see how tired her father was each night after a long day at work.
She wished she knew a passage that would help him feel better.


_____ 4. Paul didn’t want to go to school. He was angry about being teased so much.


Inner Aim   God begins His plan to rescue the family of Israel and keep His
promise to send the Savior through their descendants.


Passages


Colossians 3:9  Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds.


Isaiah 40:31  But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.


Matthew 5:44  "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


Hymn/Prayer - TLH #424, v. 1, 3


My God, my Father, make me strong,
When tasks of life seem hard and long,
To greet them with this triumph song:
Thy will be done.


With confident and humble mind
Freedom in service I would find,
Praying thro’ ev’ry toil assigned:
Thy will be done.  Amen.
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Joseph Sold Into Slavery
Genesis 37


 


What do these things all have in common?


Could anything good come out of being in these
circumstances?


Who makes sure good things come out of bad situations?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,


Whenever  something unfortunate happens to me in this life, help me to think about
Joseph and all of the difficult things that happened to him. Remind me that just as You never
abandoned Joseph, so You will always be with me. Help me to remember that You will allow
in my life only that which You will also work out somehow for my spiritual good. Let me never
stop trusting in You alone. In Jesus’ name I ask this.  Amen.


The Story - Genesis 37


Now Jacob dwelt in the land
where his father was a stranger, in the
land of Canaan. 


{2} This is the history of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old,


was feeding the flock with his brothers.
And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah
and the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives;
and Joseph brought a bad report of
them to his father. 


{3} Now Israel loved Joseph more
than all his children, because he was the
son of his old age. Also he made him a
tunic of many colors. {4} But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him
more than all his brothers, they hated him
and could not speak peaceably to him. 


{5} Now Joseph had a dream, and
he told it to his brothers; and they hated
him even more. {6} So he said to them,
"Please hear this dream which I have
dreamed: {7} "There we were, binding
sheaves in the field. Then behold, my


sheaf arose and also stood upright; and
indeed your sheaves stood all around and
bowed down to my sheaf." 


{8} And his brothers said to him,
"Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall
you indeed have dominion over us?" So
they hated him even more for his dreams
and for his words. 


{9} Then he dreamed still another
dream and told it to his brothers, and said,
"Look, I have dreamed another dream.
And this time, the sun, the moon, and the
eleven stars bowed down to me." 


{10} So he told it to his father and his
brothers; and his father rebuked him and
said to him, "What is this dream that you
have dreamed? Shall your mother and I
and your brothers indeed come to bow
down to the earth before you?" {11} And
his brothers envied him, but his father kept
the matter in mind. 


{12} Then his brothers went to feed
their father's flock in Shechem. {13} And
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Israel said to Joseph, "Are not your
brothers feeding the flock in Shechem?
Come, I will send you to them." 


So he said to him, "Here I am." 
{14} Then he said to him, "Please go


and see if it is well with your brothers and
well with the flocks, and bring back word
to me." 


So he sent him out of the Valley of
Hebron, and he went to Shechem. {15}
Now a certain man found him, and there
he was, wandering in the field. And the
man asked him, saying, "What are you
seeking?" 


{16} So he said, "I am seeking my
brothers. Please tell me where they are
feeding their flocks." 


{17} And the man said, "They have
departed from here, for I heard them say,
'Let us go to Dothan.' " 


So Joseph went after his brothers
and found them in Dothan. {18} Now
when they saw him afar off, even before
he came near them, they conspired
against him to kill him. 


{19} Then they said to one another,
"Look, this dreamer is coming! {20} "Come
therefore, let us now kill him and cast him
into some pit; and we shall say, 'Some
wild beast has devoured him.' We shall
see what will become of his dreams!" 


{21} But Reuben heard it, and he
delivered him out of their hands, and
said, "Let us not kill him." {22} And Reuben
said to them, "Shed no blood, but cast
him into this pit which is in the wilderness,
and do not lay a hand on him"; that he
might deliver him out of their hands, and
bring him back to his father. 


{23} So it came to pass, when
Joseph had come to his brothers, that
they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the
tunic of many colors that was on him. {24}
Then they took him and cast him into a
pit. And the pit was empty; there was no
water in it. 


{25} And they sat down to eat a


meal. Then they lifted their eyes and
looked, and there was a company of
Ishmaelites, coming from Gilead with their
camels, bearing spices, balm, and myrrh,
on their way to carry them down to Egypt. 


{26} So Judah said to his brothers,
"What profit is there if we kill our brother
and conceal his blood? {27} "Come and
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let
not our hand be upon him, for he is our
brother and our flesh." And his brothers
listened. 


{28} Then Midianite traders passed
by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and
lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to
the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver.
And they took Joseph to Egypt. 


{29} Then Reuben returned to the
pit, and indeed Joseph was not in the pit;
and he tore his clothes. {30} And he
returned to his brothers and said, "The lad
is no more; and I, where shall I go?" 


{31} So they took Joseph's
tunic, killed a kid of the goats, and dipped
the tunic in the blood. {32} Then they sent
the tunic of many colors, and they
brought it to their father and said, "We
have found this. Do you know whether it is
your son's tunic or not?" 


{33} And he recognized it and said,
"It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has
devoured him. Without doubt Joseph is
torn to pieces." 


{34} Then Jacob tore his clothes, put
sackcloth on his waist, and mourned for
his son many days. {35} And all his sons
and all his daughters arose to comfort
him; but he refused to be comforted, and
he said, "For I shall go down into the grave
to my son in mourning." Thus his father
wept for him. 


{36} Now the Midianites had sold
him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh and captain of the guard.
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Outer Aim
Joseph is envied by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.


What the Story Tells Us - Complete the Crossword Puzzle below using words from the
lesson.


ACROSS
1. ____ had 12 sons.
5. He gave one son a
tunic of many ____.
6. The other sons e___
this son.
8. After the father
heard of his son’s
death he _____ for him
and refused to be
comforted.
11. This person bought
Joseph as his slave.


DOWN
1. _____ was loved the
most by his father.
2. His _____ hated him.
3. Joseph had 2 _____
where his family
bowed to him.
4. ____ saved Joseph
from being killed by
the other brothers. 7. The other brothers ____ him for 20


pieces of silver.
9. The Midianites sold Joseph in _____.
10. The brothers’ jealously led them to
want to ____ Joseph. 


1 2


3


4 5


6


7


8 9


10


11
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What the Bible Tells Us - What would you say? Look up the following Bible passages and
match them to the situation in which they would be most helpful.


A. Psalm 27:14
B. Colossians 3:9


C. Matthew 5 :44
D. Isaiah 40:31


_____ 1. Peter’s sister had just told their mom she was going to the library. Peter knew she was
going to see a movie with her friends.


_____ 2. Timothy’s mother had been sick for many years. It was getting very hard for him to
watch her suffer.


_____ 3. It made Sue sad to see how tired her father was each night after a long day at work.
She wished she knew a passage that would help him feel better.


_____ 4. Paul didn’t want to go to school. He was angry about being teased so much.


Inner Aim   God begins His plan to rescue the family of Israel and keep His promise to send
the Savior through their descendants.


Passages- Discuss how these passages apply to Joseph’s life and your own life.


Colossians 3:9  Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds.


Isaiah 40:31  But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.


Matthew 5:44  "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Hymn/Prayer - TLH #424, v. 1, 3


My God, my Father, make me strong,
When tasks of life seem hard and long,
To greet them with this triumph song:
Thy will be done.


With confident and humble mind
Freedom in service I would find,
Praying thro’ ev’ry toil assigned:
Thy will be done.  Amen.
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STORY 6/26/06
Joseph Sold into Slavery - Genesis 37


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, there are times in my life when I am timid and fearful. I feel at times that my
life is out of control and that I am powerless to help myself. I pray that You would use these
occasions to remind me that I am never in control of my life, You are. Teach me never to trust in my
own power or wisdom, but always and only in You. When "bad things" happen to me, grant that I
might always acknowledge Your wisdom and goodness and seek to recognize Your love in all that
You allow to come into my life. Help me also now to present this vital truth to the students You
have placed under my care. To this end bless my presentation of this lesson, in Jesus' name I ask.
Amen.


VOCABULARY
Bilhah - Rachel's maidservant, Jacob's concubine, the mother of Dan and Naphtali


Zilpah - Leah's maidservant, Jacob's concubine, the mother of Gad and Asher


binding sheaves - tying the stalks of grain into bundles at harvest time


Shechem - a city at the foot of Mt. Gerizim north of Jerusalem where Jacob first bought land and
resided after having worked for his Uncle Laban in Horan


Dothan - an ancient city about 15 miles north and west of Shechem, noted for its excellent grazing
land. This was also later the site where Elisha was surrounded by the army of Aram and where the
hills beyond were filled with fiery chariots and horses of God (2 Kings 6).


Ishmaelites - nomadic descendants of Abraham's son Ishmael by Sarah's maid, Hagar


Midianites - also at times translated Medanites. Midian and Medan were also sons of Abraham by
his wife Keturah.


Shekel - monetary unit used in Israel. Twenty shekels equaled about 8 ounces, and later was set as
the amount paid for a youth of Joseph's age who was dedicated to the Lord (Lev. 27:5).


Sackcloth - coarse, rough cloth worn as a symbol of mourning or repentance.


OUTER AIM
Joseph is envied by his brothers and sold into slavery in Egypt.


INNER AIM
God begins His plan to rescue the family of Israel and keep His promise to send the Savior through
their ancestors.


BACKGROUND
Jacob showed obvious favoritism among both his wives and his children. Joseph was clearly his
favorite, and Jacob's preferential treatment contributed to the sin of his sons. At this time Jacob was
living in "the Valley of Hebron." He evidently moved there from Bethlehem after the death of his
father Isaac. Jacob had extorted the birthright from his brother Esau and had thus inherited the land
previously owned by his grandfather Abraham and father Isaac.
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Verses 1-4
! Joseph at this time was 17 years old. It is hard to judge the character of the young man at this point in


his life. He was obviously gifted and handsome, trustworthy and well loved by his parents. It is also
true, however, that Jacob used the boy to keep tabs on his other sons. Some have condemned Joseph as a
tattletale for "bringing a bad report" to his father about his brothers. Yet we have no way of knowing if
Joseph was simply carrying out his father's command to observe and report back the truth. The fact that
he would report back to Jacob obviously alienated Joseph from the rest of his brothers. 


! The bad report Joseph brought to Jacob involved Dan, Naphtali, Asher, and Gad.
! The subject of the "coat of many colors" is widely misunderstood. It has long been thought that Joseph's


brothers were simply envious that he had received a handsome coat from his father and that they had
not. The brothers were not that petty. The term translated "coat of many colors" is more literally
translated "long tunic that reached to the ankles and wrists." Such a garment was worn by royal children
of nobler rank, which explains why it angered the brothers so much. By giving Joseph such a garment,
Jacob was placing him over the brothers as their superior. This also served to exacerbate Joseph's later
dreams of supremacy, as well as his "spying" and reporting back to Jacob.


! "Hate" is often best translated as "to love less." In this case, however, it seems clear that the brothers
hated Joseph in the more modern understanding of the term, since they could not even "speak peaceably
to him."


Verse 5-11
! It is hard to determine if Joseph was simply immature and naive in telling his dreams to his brothers, or


if he was exhibiting some cruelty by "rubbing it in" concerning his favored position. The youth was
probably naive rather than cruel.


! Though all eleven of Joseph's brothers eventually did bow down to him, we have no record that his
father and mother ever did so. It is certainly true, however, that Joseph was later honored by all for
saving the family from starvation.


Verses 12-17
! Though Jacob and his family had moved (fled) from Shechem after the shameful incident with Dinah,


Jacob evidently maintained ownership of the land he had purchased there and used it to pasture his
extensive flocks and herds. He may also have purchased land around Dothan, about 15 miles to the
northwest, since he also pastured his flocks and herds there.


! Jacob, placing great trust in Joseph, sends him out again to check up on his brothers and the flocks and
to report back. Jacob thus causes great stress in the relationship between Joseph and his older brothers.
He also takes something of a risk in sending a 17-year-old boy out alone to make the dangerous 45-mile
trip to Shechem.


! Joseph is not quite up to the task, for he is found wandering in a field near Shechem and must get help
from a stranger. A more experienced man would probably have known to search in Dothan when he did
not find the brothers in Shechem.


Verses 18-28
! The hatred of most of the brothers toward Joseph is very great, even to the point of plotting to murder


him. It is hard to imagine what family life among Jacob's sons must have been like for the brothers to
hate Joseph that much. Perhaps all of the years of favoritism, the ranking in order of affection enroute to
meet Esau, etc., were all coming to a head there in the remote fields around Dothan.


! Reuben, both now and later, displays some strength of character and tries to rescue Joseph from his
brothers. He was apparently not present when the others sold Joseph into slavery. In fact we have no
record that Reuben was ever told exactly what the others had done to Joseph.


! It was Judah's idea to sell Joseph. He was obviously loath to kill his own brother, but despised him
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enough to sell him into slavery. We know from their words later (Genesis 42:21) that Joseph, "in great
anguish of soul," pleaded with his brothers for his life–to no avail. The hatred and resentment of the
brothers ran deep, but so did their guilt after selling him.


Verses 29-36
! Perhaps the greatest cruelty of all was when the brothers allowed their father to believe (for many years)


that his beloved Joseph was dead. Jacob mourned for Joseph for several reasons. Not only was he his
favorite, Jacob also very likely felt blame and guilt for sending his young son to his death.


! The fact that Jacob refused to be comforted was an indication not only of his love for Joseph, but also of
a weakness of faith on his part. It is not right for even a parent to choose to refuse the comfort of
knowing that a dearly loved child is safe and at peace with the Lord. Such a prolonged rejection of
comfort can easily become a rebellious rejection of the will and wisdom of God.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, whenever something unfortunate happens to me in this life, help me to think about Joseph and all of
the difficult things that happened to him. Remind me that just as You never abandoned Joseph, so You will
always be with me. Help me to remember that You will allow in my life only that which You will also work out
somehow for my spiritual good. Let me to never stop trusting in You alone. In Jesus’ name I ask this. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This account is short enough to read in its entirety during the class. Certain parts lend themselves well to acting
out (such as when the brothers sold Joseph into slavery and he pleaded for his life).


APPLICATIONS
1. Playing favorites seldom does any good. Those that are preferred can become arrogant and haughty; those
who are loved less can develop serious emotional problems and learn to resent those that are loved more. Help
the children to apply this truth to their own friends and family. (How would your dad feel if you told him you
loved your mom much more than him?


2. Discuss the difference between a tattletale and a conscientious friend. It is not always wrong to "tell on"
someone when it is done out of loving concern. Matthew 18 also applies to children. A tattletale, on the other
hand, enjoys seeing others get into trouble. Motive is key. Discuss what a child should do or say when a friend
says, "I'll tell you something if you promise not to tell." (In general, encourage your students to never accept
such conditions. Love might dictate that they do tell.)


3. Show the students that although the dreams Joseph told his brothers were true and real, he showed
tactlessness by sharing them. Lead the students to think about others before they speak– to consider how their
words might unintentionally hurt someone else.


4. It is never good to let anger turn to hatred nor to allow that hatred to fester in our hearts. Discuss with your
students various ways to deal with their anger. (Prayer, talking to the person who has wronged you, getting help
from parents or your pastor, etc.)


5. Most importantly, lead your students to recognize that God allowed hardship to come into Joseph's life
because He had a master plan in mind. Joseph could not at first see that plan. We often cannot see God’s plan.
The only solution is to trust God at all times and to constantly remind ourselves that God knows what is best.
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PASSAGES
Lower
Luke 6:27 - But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.


Colossians 3:9 - Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds.


Psalms 27:14 - Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart.


Middle any of the above and...
Luke 6:27 - But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you.


Colossians 3:9 - Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds.


Psalms 27:14 - Wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart.


Upper any of the above and...
Matthew 5:44 - But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


Isaiah 40:31 - But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.


Romans 6:22, 23 - But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit
to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


HYMN CHOICES
"Jesus, I My Cross have Taken" (TLH #423:1-2)
"I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (TLH #428:1-3)
"My God, My Father, Make Me Strong" (TLH #424:1-4)
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Jacob Flees From Esau & Jacob’s Dream
Genesis 27:41 - 28:22
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The Story


Esau hated Jacob, his brother. Why?
Esau had first of all sold his brother his special
birthright for a bowl of stew. Now their father
had given the special blessing to Jacob and
not Esau. God wanted the younger brother,
Jacob, to have this blessing. Our last lesson
shows how Jacob and his mother, Rebekah,
tried to help God carry out His plan. 


Because of the blessing and birthright
Jacob got from his father Esau said, “When
our father is no longer alive, I will kill my
brother Jacob.”


Rebekah heard about this hate Esau
had for Jacob so she sent and called Jacob.
"Esau wants to kill you. Go to my brother
Laban in Haran.  Stay with him a few days,
until your brother is no longer angry.  I will send
for you when Esau is not angry any longer." 


Rebekah and Isaac decided Jacob
should leave and marry one of Laban’s
daughters.


Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed
him, and said to him: "Go to get a wife from
the land of Haran. May God Almighty bless
you, and make your family many. I give to you
the blessing of Abraham. To you and your
descendants you will have this land of
Canaan. 


So Isaac sent Jacob away. Jacob
walked many many miles to the land of Haran
where his uncle Laban lived. 


As Jacob went toward Haran, he came
to a certain place and stayed there because
it was night.  He took one of the stones of that
place and put it under his head, and he lay
down in that place to sleep.  Then he
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up
on the earth, and its top reached to heaven.
There the angels of God were going up and
down on the ladder.  The LORD stood at
the


top and said, "I am the LORD God of
Abraham and Isaac. The land on which
you
lie I will give to you and your
descendants. 
Also your descendants shall be as the
dust of
the earth.  Your family will be all over
the land. Some day from your family
Jesus the Savior will be born.  The whole
earth will be blessed because Jesus will
take away all sins. I am with you and will
keep you wherever you go, and will
bring you back to this land. I will not
leave you." 


Then Jacob awoke from his sleep
and said, "Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I did not know it." 


He was afraid and said, "How
wonderful and special is this place! This
is the house of God!" 


Jacob rose early in the morning,
and took the stone that he had put
under his head, set it up as a pillar, and
poured oil on top of it. He then called
the place Bethel which means house of
God.


Jacob made a promise that if
God would keep him safe and let him
return here some day, he would make
this a special place and out of
thankfulness for the Lord’s blessings
would give a portion of those blessings
back to the Lord.


God stayed with Jacob and
blessed him even when he
had to flee from his angry


brother.


Activity One - Draw some of your blessings from God in the ladder below. 
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God’s Word


Family


Food and Clothes


House
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God is always with us and blesses us with true faith.


Passages


Psalm 91:11  For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you
in all your ways.


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and
you shall glorify Me.


Hymn - TLH #425 v.1


All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Tho’ all earthly wealth depart.
He who trusts with faith unshaken 
In his God is not forsaken
And e’er keeps a dauntless heart. 


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Please be with us and send your angels to us. Thank You for Your love in
sending Jesus to die and rise again for our sins.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Jacob’s Dream - Level 2      6/17/06


Jacob Flees From Esau & Jacob’s Dream
Genesis 27:41 - 28:22
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The Story


Esau hated Jacob, his brother. Why?
Esau had first of all sold his brother his special
birthright for a bowl of stew. Now their father
had given the special blessing to Jacob and
not Esau. God wanted the younger brother,
Jacob, to have this blessing. Our last lesson
showed how God used Rebekah and her son
Jacob to carry out His plan. 


Because of the blessing and birthright
Jacob got from his father Esau said, “When
our father is no longer alive, I will kill my
brother Jacob.”


Rebekah heard about this hate Esau
had for Jacob so she sent for Jacob. "Esau
wants to kill you. Go to my brother Laban in
Haran.  Stay with him a few days, until your
brother is no longer angry.  I will send for you
when Esau is not angry any longer." 


Rebekah and Isaac decided Jacob
should leave and marry one of Laban’s
daughters.


Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed
him, and said to him: "Go to get a wife from
the land of Haran. May God Almighty bless
you, and make your family many. I give to you
the blessing of Abraham.  You and your
descendants will have this land of Canaan. 


So Isaac sent Jacob away. Jacob
walked many many miles to the land of Haran
where his uncle Laban lived. 


Jacob went toward Haran and came
to a certain place and stayed there because
it was night.  He took one of the stones of that
place and put it under his head, and he lay
down in that place to sleep.  Then he
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up
on the earth, and its top reached to heaven.
There the angels of God were going up and
down on the ladder.  The LORD stood at
the
top and said, "I am the LORD God of


Abraham and Isaac. The land on which
you
lie I will give to you and your
descendants. 
Also your descendants shall be as the
dust of
the earth.  Your family will be all over
the land.
Some day from your family Jesus the
Savior will be born.  The whole earth will
be blessed because Jesus will take
away all sins. I am with you and will
keep you wherever you go, and will
bring you back to this land. I will not
leave you." 


Then Jacob awoke from his sleep
and said, "Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I did not know it." 


He was afraid and said, "How
wonderful and special is this place! This
is the house of God, and I will call this
place Bethel!" 


Jacob rose early in the morning,
and took the stone that he had put
under his head, set it up as a pillar, and
poured oil on top of it. He then called
the place Bethel which means house of
God.


Jacob made a promise that if
God would keep him safe and let him
return here some day, he would make
this a special place and out of
thankfulness for the Lord’s blessings
would give a portion of those blessings
back to the Lord.


God stayed with Jacob and
blessed him even when he had to


flee from his angry brother.
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blessing            Laban            Jacob              Haran            Bethel


                               ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


                    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


___ ___ ___ ___ ___


God sends an ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ to me.
Hidden Word


Activity One - Use the words in the box to find a hidden word that tells who God sends
to help and protect us.


1. He ran away so his brother would not kill him.


2. This is the country to which
Jacob was going.


3. God gave Jacob this in the
dream.


4. Jacob named the place with
the special rock this name.


5. This is the name of Rebekah’s
brother.


Passages


Psalm 91:11  For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your
ways.


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall
glorify Me.


Hymn - TLH #425 v.1


All depends on our possessing God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Tho’ all earthly wealth depart.
He who trusts with faith unshaken in his God is not forsaken
And e’er keeps a dauntless heart. 


God is always with us and blesses us with true faith.
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Activity Two - Draw some of your blessings from God in the ladder below. 


God’s Word


Family


Food and Clothes


House


Prayer


Dear Lord, Please be with us and send your angels to us. Thank You for Your
love in sending Jesus to die and rise again for our sins.  Amen.
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Jacob Flees From Esau & Jacob’s Dream
Genesis 27:41-28:22


 


This is Jacob. He received his father’s blessing and birthright.   
You notice he is alone. He has also traveled by foot 500 miles.
Listen carefully to hear why Jacob is 500 miles from home and


alone.


Prayer
Lord open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen


The Story - Genesis 27:41- 28:22


So Esau hated Jacob because of
the blessing with which his father blessed
him, and Esau said in his heart, "The days of
mourning for my father are at hand; then I
will kill my brother Jacob." 


{42} And the words of Esau her older
son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and
called Jacob her younger son, and said to
him, "Surely your brother Esau comforts
himself concerning you by intending to kill
you. {43} "Now therefore, my son, obey my
voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in
Haran. {44} "And stay with him a few days,
until your brother's fury turns away, {45}
"until your brother's anger turns away from
you, and he forgets what you have done
to him; then I will send and bring you from
there. Why should I be bereaved also of
you both in one day?" 


{46} And Rebekah said to Isaac, "I
am weary of my life because of the
daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of
the daughters of Heth, like these who are
the daughters of the land, what good will
my life be to me?"


(Genesis 28)  Then Isaac called


Jacob and blessed him, and charged him,
and said to him: "You shall not take a wife
from the daughters of Canaan. {2} "Arise,
go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel
your mother's father; and take yourself a
wife from there of the daughters of Laban
your mother's brother. {3} "May God
Almighty bless you, And make you fruitful
and multiply you, That you may be an
assembly of peoples; {4} And give you the
blessing of Abraham, To you and your
descendants with you, That you may inherit
the land In which you are a stranger,
Which God gave to Abraham." {5} So Isaac
sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan
Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the
Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother
of Jacob and Esau. 


{6} Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram
to take himself a wife from there, and that
as he blessed him he gave him a charge,
saying, "You shall not take a wife from the
daughters of Canaan," {7} and that Jacob
had obeyed his father and his mother and
had gone to Padan Aram. {8} Also Esau
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saw that the daughters of Canaan did not
please his father Isaac. {9} So Esau went to
Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter
of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of
Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the
wives he had. 


{10} Now Jacob went out from
Beersheba and went toward Haran. {11} So
he came to a certain place and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set.
And he took one of the stones of that


place and put it at his head, and he lay
down in that place to sleep. {12} Then he
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up
on the earth, and its top reached to
heaven; and there the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. {13} And
behold, the LORD stood above it and said:
"I am the LORD God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac; the land on
which you lie I will give to you and your
descendants. {14} "Also your descendants


 shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall
spread abroad to the west and the east, to
the north and the south; and in you and in
your seed all the families of the earth shall
be blessed. {15} "Behold, I am with you and
will keep you wherever you go, and will
bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have
spoken to you." 


{16} Then Jacob awoke from his
sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I did not know it." {17} And he
was afraid and said, "How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven!" 


{18} Then Jacob rose early in the


morning, and took the stone that he had
put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and
poured oil on top of it. {19} And he called
the name of that place Bethel; but the
name of that city had been Luz previously. 


{20} Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, "If God will be with me, and keep
me in this way that I am going, and give
me bread to eat and clothing to put on,
{21} "so that I come back to my father's
house in peace, then the LORD shall be my
God. {22} "And this stone which I have set
as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all
that You give me I will surely give a tenth to
You."


Outer Aim - God stayed with Jacob and blessed him even when he had to flee
from his angry brother.


Inner Aim  - God is always with us and blesses us with true faith.
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What the Story Tells Us - Use the words from the ladder to fill in 
the CROSSWORD PUZZLE.


Across
1.  Jacob dreamed of
a ____ going up to
heaven with angels
going up 
and down.
4.  Jacob went to the
country of ____ to
escape Esau.
5.  God gave Jacob
_____ when He spoke
in the dream.
6.  Jacob rested his
____ on a rock.


Down
1.  Rachel’s brother.
2.  Jacob had a ____
about heaven
3.  Jacob’s mother.
5.  Jacob named the
special place where
he had the dream ____ .


What the Bible Tells Us - Use Genesis 28:13-15 to fill in the blanks of the blessings Jacob
received from God.


{14}... "I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac;


the _____________on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. {14}


"Also your descendants shall be as the ___________ of the earth; you shall


_____________   _______________ to the west and the east, to the north and the


south; and in you and in your seed all the ________________ of the


_______________ shall be ______________. {15} "Behold, I am with you and will


______________ you wherever you go, and will ______________ you back to this


land; for I will not _________________ you until I have done what I have spoken to


you." 


BETHEL


BLESSINGS


DREAM


HARAN


HEAD


LABAN


LADDER


1 2 3


4


5


6
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Your Turn - What do you know about angels? Read these passages and discuss the
questions.


Ps. 91:11 -  He shall give His angels
charge over you, to keep you in all your


ways.
1. Why are the angels sent by God?


Hebrews 1:14 -  Are they not all
ministering spirits sent forth to minister for


those who will inherit salvation?
2. Whom did God create the angels


to serve (minister)?


3. Look up these angels that appeared in
visible form. Write the name of the person
to whom they appeared.
Luke 1:11-12 _________________________


Luke 1:26-27 _________________________


Luke 2:8-9____________________________


Mark 16:1, 5-6 _______________________


Passages


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


John 1:51-  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."


1 Timothy 2:5 -  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus.


Hymn - TLH #425 v.1, 6


All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Tho’ all earthly wealth depart.
He who trusts with faith unshaken 
In his God is not forsaken
And e’er keeps a dauntless heart. 


If on earth my days He lengthen,
He my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him I place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;
Safe I anchor in His grace.


Prayer


My Father in heaven, I am just beginning my journey in life.  Since I do not know what awaits
me in life, please take me and my future into Your hands. Help me to trust in You and Your
saving Gospel so that I can share that “Good News” with others.  Amen.
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Jacob Flees From Esau & Jacob’s Dream
Genesis 27:41 - 28:22


 


This is Jacob. He received his father’s blessing and birthright.   
You notice he is alone. He has also traveled by foot 500 miles.
Listen carefully to hear why Jacob is 500 miles from home and


alone.


Prayer


Lord open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen


The Story - Genesis 27:41- 28:22


So Esau hated Jacob because of
the blessing with which his father blessed
him, and Esau said in his heart, "The days of
mourning for my father are at hand; then I
will kill my brother Jacob." 


{42} And the words of Esau her older
son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and
called Jacob her younger son, and said to
him, "Surely your brother Esau comforts
himself concerning you by intending to kill
you. {43} "Now therefore, my son, obey my
voice: arise, flee to my brother Laban in
Haran. {44} "And stay with him a few days,
until your brother's fury turns away, {45}
"until your brother's anger turns away from
you, and he forgets what you have done
to him; then I will send and bring you from
there. Why should I be bereaved also of
you both in one day?" 


{46} And Rebekah said to Isaac, "I
am weary of my life because of the
daughters of Heth; if Jacob takes a wife of
the daughters of Heth, like these who are
the daughters of the land, what good will
my life be to me?"


(Genesis 28)  Then Isaac called
Jacob and blessed him, and charged him,
and said to him: "You shall not take a wife
from the daughters of Canaan. {2} "Arise,
go to Padan Aram, to the house of Bethuel
your mother's father; and take yourself a
wife from there of the daughters of Laban
your mother's brother. {3} "May God
Almighty bless you, And make you fruitful
and multiply you, That you may be an
assembly of peoples; {4} And give you the
blessing of Abraham, To you and your
descendants with you, That you may inherit
the land In which you are a stranger,
Which God gave to Abraham." {5} So Isaac
sent Jacob away, and he went to Padan
Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the
Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, the mother
of Jacob and Esau. 


{6} Esau saw that Isaac had blessed
Jacob and sent him away to Padan Aram
to take himself a wife from there, and that
as he blessed him he gave him a charge,
saying, "You shall not take a wife from the
daughters of Canaan," {7} and that Jacob
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had obeyed his father and his mother and
had gone to Padan Aram. {8} Also Esau
saw that the daughters of Canaan did not
please his father Isaac. {9} So Esau went to
Ishmael and took Mahalath the daughter
of Ishmael, Abraham's son, the sister of
Nebajoth, to be his wife in addition to the
wives he had. 


{10} Now Jacob went out from
Beersheba and went toward Haran. {11} So
he came to a certain place and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set.


And he took one of the stones of that
place and put it at his head, and he lay
down in that place to sleep. {12} Then he
dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up
on the earth, and its top reached to
heaven; and there the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it. {13} And
behold, the LORD stood above it and said:
"I am the LORD God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac; the land on
which you lie I will give to you and your
descendants. {14} "Also your descendants


 shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall
spread abroad to the west and the east, to
the north and the south; and in you and in
your seed all the families of the earth shall
be blessed. {15} "Behold, I am with you and
will keep you wherever you go, and will
bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have
spoken to you." 


{16} Then Jacob awoke from his
sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this
place, and I did not know it." {17} And he
was afraid and said, "How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven!" 


{18} Then Jacob rose early in the


morning, and took the stone that he had
put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and
poured oil on top of it. {19} And he called
the name of that place Bethel; but the
name of that city had been Luz previously. 


{20} Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, "If God will be with me, and keep
me in this way that I am going, and give
me bread to eat and clothing to put on,
{21} "so that I come back to my father's
house in peace, then the LORD shall be my
God. {22} "And this stone which I have set
as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all
that You give me I will surely give a tenth to
You."


What the Story Tells Us -Answer these questions about the story.


1. Why did Esau want to kill Jacob?


2. Where did Rebekah want Jacob to go to keep safe?


3. Besides keeping safe, what else did Isaac wish Jacob to do?


4. Describe Jacob’s dream.


5. What did Jacob do with the rock his head rested on?


6. What name did he give the place?


7. What promise did he make to God if he would safely return to that place?
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Outer Aim - God stayed with Jacob and blessed him even when he had to flee
from his angry brother.


What the Bible Tells Us - Use Genesis 28:13-15 to fill in the blanks of the blessings Jacob
received from God.


{14}... "I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the


_____________on which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. {14} "Also your


descendants shall be as the ___________ of the earth; you shall _____________  


_______________ to the west and the east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your


seed all the ________________ of the _______________ shall be ______________. {15} "Behold, I am


with you and will ______________ you wherever you go, and will ______________ you back to


this land; for I will not _________________ you until I have done what I have spoken to you."


 


Inner Aim  - God is always with us and blesses us with true faith.


Your Turn - What do you know about angels? Read these passages and discuss the
questions.


Ps. 91:11 -  He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.


1. Why are the angels sent by God?


Hebrews 1:14 -  Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit
salvation?
2. Whom did God create the angels to serve (minister)?


3. Look up these angels that appeared in visible form. Write the name of the person to
whom they appeared.


Luke 1:11-12 ____________________________


Luke 1:26-27 ____________________________


Luke 2:8-9 ______________________________


Mark 16:1, 5-6 ______________________________
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Passages


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


John 1:51-  And He said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."


1 Timothy 2:5 -  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man
Christ Jesus.


Hymn - TLH #425 v.1, 5, 6


All depends on our possessing 
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Tho’ all earthly wealth depart.
He who trusts with faith unshaken 
In his God is not forsaken
And e’er keeps a dauntless heart. 


Well He knows what best to grant me;
All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Jow and sorrow, have their day.
I shall doubt His wisdom never —
As God wills, so be it ever —
I to Him commit my way.


 If on earth my days He lengthen,
He my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him I place.
Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;
Safe I anchor in His grace.


Prayer


My Father in heaven, I am just beginning my journey in life.  Since I do not know what awaits
me in life, please take me and my future into Your hands. Help me to trust in You and Your
saving Gospel so that I can share that “Good News” with others.  Amen.
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STORY 6/17/2006


Jacob Flees from Esau; Jacob's Dream - Gen. 27:41 - 28:22


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, strengthen me in desire, in skill, and in all gifts of the Spirit so that the good work You
have begun in me will be carried forward for Your glory and blessings to Your kingdom. As always,
in Jesus' name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Padan Aram - "The tableland of Aram" = Mesopotamia


Beersheba - city at the southern limit of Palestine


Haran - Abraham's home (after he left Ur), north of Palestine


Bethel - "House of God," city in central Palestine


Heth - son of Canaan, forefather of the Hittites


Bethuel - father of Rebekah and Laban


Ishmael - Abraham's son by Hagar


OUTER AIM
When Jacob had to flee from his angry brother, God stayed with him.


INNER AIM
In God's master plan, for saving sinners, He makes all things work together for good, because He can
overrule our counterproductive sinful mistakes.


BACKGROUND (Text commentary)
Ch. 27 tells us which twin would be the transmitter of the Messianic promise. Isaac sinned in wanting
it to be Esau; Rebekah and Jacob also sinned in using lies and deception to outsmart Isaac, which is
not the way in which the LORD opens His hands to bless us.


Ch 27: vs.41-46
(This section shows that there was plenty of guilt to go around.) Naturally, Esau was irate at having
been outmaneuvered by Jacob, even though he had already sold his birthright to Jacob (26:29-34).
Evidently he said something that reflected his evil plan-(We detect no sign of repentance on the part
of Esau, or of Jacob, or of Rebekah, or of Isaac.)–so Rebekah thought that she could smooth over the
troubled waters if Jacob was out of sight for a while. (By the way, she died before Jacob ever got
home again.) 


The way she made the request of Isaac was another half-truth, a subterfuge that Isaac might swallow.
Surprisingly, the text gives no hint that he perceived the strife between his sons.


Ch. 28: vs. 1-5
Isaac agreed with the plan that Jacob should marry a cousin.


Isaac repeated some of God's blessings carried over from Abraham, especially to settle in Canaan,
which was part of the Messianic blueprint.


So Jacob, aged seventy-one, left his mother, father and revengeful brother. He went all alone on a
dangerous 500-mile trek, perhaps wondering if his selfish actions had ruined his future.
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vs.6-9
Esau was willing to stay at home. Trying to find a way to recoup his losses by ingratiating himself in his
father's good favor, he married an Abrahamitic girl.


vs. 10-22 This episode is a watershed for Jacob's spiritual renewal, fitting him for God's hand.


v.10-12
By time Jacob had traveled a few days, he came to a spot twelve miles north of Jerusalem. The ladder
pictures an access route for angels to come and go on God's business with humans. Some interpret it as a
Messianic symbol, the grand staircase of open access to the Father.


vs.13-15
We note that there is no scolding, no reprimand, no LAW! So apparently Jacob was repentant over his
cheating of Esau and his deceiving of Isaac.


At that juncture, God gave him good news for the future: His promise regarding the land, the increase of
progeny, and the Seed--all due to His loving guidance and protection. Evidently Jacob needed this
assurance that the LORD God was on his side and had not abandoned him in his needs.


vs.14-16
He is wonderfully surprised that Jehovah has been at his side all along, even under the scary and
shameful conditions under which he had left his father's house. 


Afraid = overawed, almost benumbed at such a miracle of grace. [Jacob jumped to the conclusion that
geography was an issue behind the LORD's appearance, but we recognize that just then he needed a
place to call "home."]


Evidently Jacob also needed the sevenfold assurances of grace that God gave him: 
! Clear identification of the LORD as being the same God of Abraham and Isaac;
! Clear indication that this location was destined for Jacob's descendants [thus he could deduce


that Esau would not murder him, for God promised him future children!];
! Assurance that his family tree would become innumerable and spread in all directions;
! The Jacob-sired family tree would produce the Savior ("bless all nations");
! God would be close to Jacob no matter where he went as an exile;
! God would manipulate Jacob's future to get bring back home again (to Canaan);
! God would provide His supportive presence during the time of fulfillment.


vs.18-22
This is the first voluntary vow recorded in Scripture; in this dedicatory ceremony Jacob changed the
placename from Luz to Bethel ("house of God"), pledged himself to the LORD for his life, his future,
his church, and his stewardship.


(Since the King James translation sounds too "iffy" to exhibit Jacob's good attitude, we prefer Leupold's
Commentary here: "If God will be with me...in this way which I am going...and I shall return in
peace...and Yahweh will be God to me--then this stone...shall be a house of God." That he carried out
this vow is reported in ch. 35:1-7.)
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STUDENT PRAYER
My Father in heaven, I am just beginning my journey in life. I know I have already made mistakes in the
way I have treated my Mom, Dad, brother, sister. So I realize the value of having Your blessing to fix
my mistakes. Since I do not know what awaits me in life--but You do--please take me and my future
into Your hands. In Jesus' love I am safe. Amen.


PRESENTATION (Helps and Hints)
1. The teacher will use his/her skills to preserve the aliveness of the Scriptural narrative. Jacob's life
(lessons #9 and #10) crackles with human drama. In reading the text aloud, practice the craft of dramatic
presentation (rising/falling intonation--as in music--with dramatic pauses, etc., to reveal the nervous
tension between Jacob and Esau, or to portray the ominous nature of Rebekah's "sting operation."


2. In upper classes, perhaps capable students could be given the "roles" of Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, and
Esau in order thus to get more deeply in touch with them. (Teacher can be the voice of the LORD!)


3. Nonetheless, maintain a focus on Jacob is becoming the next section of the Messianic bridge ("From
Abraham to Bethlehem to Calvary" form some Scriptural ABC's).


APPLICATIONS
1. God keeps His promises: "If you abide in Me, and my words abide in you,, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you." Jn.15:7, etc.


2. The loss of a brother's/sister's good will is a bitter fruit on the family tree--and can sour relationships
for years to come. (Any teacher anecdote here...?)


3. An intelligent and resourceful child can fall into the sin of playing one parent against the other,
especially in order to gain advantage over a sibling. What result can be expected?


4. Anger, the fun of hating, the pleasure of despising others are some of Satan's best tools to ensnare
teens into sins they can't ever cure. The Columbine massacre is but the tip of a familiar mountain range
from which a volcano can erupt.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Ps. 91:11 - He shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you in all your ways.


Jn. 1:51 - "Hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of man."


Middle any of the above and...
Ps. 91:9-10 - Because you have made the LORD, who is my refuge, even the Most High, your habitation,
No evil shall befall you...For He shall give His angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.


I Tim. 2:5 - For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.
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Upper any of the above and...
Heb. 1:14 - Are they [angels] not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit
salvation?


Ps. 50:14-15 - Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High. Call upon Me in the day
of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Ps. 121:7-8 - The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; He shall preserve your soul. The Lord shall
preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth, and even forevermore.


Deut. 31:6-8 - "Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your
God, He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you."


Heb. 13:5 - Let your conduct be without covetousness, and be content with such things as you have.
For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."


HYMN CHOICES
"All Depends On Our Possessing" (TLH #425, 5)
"Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH #520, 3-5)
"Built On the Rock The Church Doth Stand" (TLH #467, 1-3)
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament             The Call of Moses  Level 1


The Call of Moses
Exodus 2:11 - 4:20
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The Story


Did you ever see a fire in a
fireplace? The wood burns and gets
very black. The same thing happens
in the forest sometimes to trees and
bushes!  But we are going to learn
about a bush that was on fire but
didn’t burn!


A man named Moses, who was one
of God’s chosen helpers, had gone
to the land of Midian and was now
a shepherd.  One day the Angel of
the Lord appeared to him out of a
burning bush, but it wasn’t burning
up!  When the Lord saw that Moses
had turned to see the bush, He
called to him and said, “Moses,
Moses!” and Moses said, “Here I
am.” And God said, “Take off your
shoes, for this is holy ground.”  And
Moses hid his face; he was afraid to
look at God.


The Lord said, “ I have seen that my
people in Egypt are miserable. I
have heard their prayers to me for
help. I want you to go and help the
children of Israel and lead them to
a good land where they will be
happy.”  


Moses heard God, but he was
afraid, and said, “Who am I to do
this? It will be too hard for me. I
cannot speak well and the people
of Israel will not believe that You


have sent me. Who shall I say
has sent me?”  God answered,
“Tell them that I AM THAT I AM
has sent me to you.”


God answered, “I will send
your brother Aaron to speak for
you. I will also give you signs to
show them that you have
come from me.”  


Now Moses was ready to go to
Egypt and do what God had
said. On the way he met his
brother Aaron and together
they went to help the people
of Israel.


Moses received a special call


from God.
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Activity One - Cut out the puzzle and put it back together.


Optional Activity: Cut out the pieces and glue to a colored construction paper.
Cut around the heart, punch holes at the top and thread yard through to make
a door hanger or necklace.
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The Lord calls human instruments to carry out the work of His kingdom.


Passages


Exodus 3:14 “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent
me to you.’”


1 Samuel 12:20 “Do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve
the LORD with all your heart.”


Hymn - TLH 400 v. 5, 6


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all, for Thee. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father:
Thank You for Your forgiveness and for always being near us.  Help us to
serve You in any way we are able, so Your kingdom will come to many. 
In Your name we pray.  Amen
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The Call of Moses
Exodus 2:11 - 4:20
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The Story


Did you ever see a fire in a
fireplace?  The wood burns and gets
very black! The same thing happens
in the forest sometimes to trees and
bushes.  Today we are going to learn
about a bush that was on fire but
didn’t burn!


A man named Moses was one of
God’s chosen helpers. When he was
younger he had lived in the house of
the king of Egypt. God led him to the
land of Midian where he became a
shepherd.  One day the Angel of the
Lord appeared to him out of a
burning bush, but it wasn’t burning
up!  When the Lord saw that Moses
had turned to see the bush, He
called to him and said, “Moses,
Moses!” and Moses said, “Here I
am.”
And God said, “Take off your shoes,
for this is holy ground.”  And Moses
hid his face; he was afraid to look at
God.


The Lord said, “ I have seen that my
people in Egypt are miserable. I
have heard their prayers to me for
help. I want you to go and help the
children of Israel and lead them to a
good land where they will be
happy.”  


Moses heard God, but he was afraid,


and said, “Who am I to do this?
It will be too hard for me. I
cannot speak well and the
people of Israel will not believe
that You have sent me. Who
shall I say has sent me?”  God
answered, “Tell them that I AM
THAT I AM has sent me to you.”


God also said, “I will send your
brother Aaron to speak for you.
I will also give you signs to show
them that you have come from
me.”  


Now Moses was ready to go to
Egypt and do what God had
said. On the way he met his
brother Aaron and together
they went to help the p
eople of Israel.


Moses received a special call
from God.
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Activity One - Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct answer.


1. Moses was living in Midian and was a ______________________.
(shepherd, farmer, carpenter)


2. Moses saw a _____________________ bush. (green, burning, fallen)


3. __________________ spoke to Moses from the burning bush.
(Peter, Satan, God)


4. Moses was _____________________. (laughing, hopping, afraid)


5. God sent Moses to ____________________. (Germany, Egypt, Alaska)


6. God wanted Moses to _________________ the people of Israel.
(lead, chase, feed)


7. Moses heard God and went to help God’s __________________.
(animals, people, flowers)


Activity Two - Fill in the blanks with the correct numbers.


God said to Moses ...


12.  u
11.  o
10.  y
9.  e
8.  m
7.  t
6.   n
5.     e
4. s
3.      M
2.      A
1.       I


The Lord calls ordinary people like you and I to carry out the work of
His kingdom.


___       ___ ___   has     ___ ___ ___ ___
   1                   2        3                              4        5        6         7


     ___ ___       to       ___ ___ ___.
            8        9                                  10       11      12
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Passages


Exodus 3:14 “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent
me to you.’”


1 Samuel 12:20b “Do not turn aside from following the LORD, but
serve the LORD with all your heart.”


Isaiah 41:10a  Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God.


Hymn - TLH 400 v. 5, 6


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all, for Thee. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank you for your forgiveness and for always being near us.  Help us to
serve you in any way we are able, so Your kingdom will come to many.  In
Your name we pray.  Amen
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The Call of Moses
Exodus 2:11 - 4:20


 


How could a burning bush be part of God’s promise?


Are you sometimes afraid? 


Why was Moses afraid?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, we know Your promises and that You
never fail to keep them.  Please help us to hear You and
never be afraid to do Your calling.  In Your holy name
we pray.  Amen


The Story - Exodus 2:11 - 4:20


Now it came to pass in those days,
when Moses was grown, that he went out to
his brethren and looked at their burdens. And
he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of
his brethren. {12} So he looked this way and
that way, and when he saw no one, he killed
the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. {13} And
when he went out the second day, behold,
two Hebrew men were fighting, and he said
to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you
striking your companion?" 


{14} Then he said, "Who made you a
prince and a judge over us? Do you intend to
kill me as you killed the Egyptian?" So Moses
feared and said, "Surely this thing is known!" 


{15} When Pharaoh heard of this matter,
he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from
the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of
Midian; and he sat down by a well. {16} Now
the priest of Midian had seven daughters. And
they came and drew water, and they filled
the troughs to water their father's flock. {17}
Then the shepherds came and drove them


away; but Moses stood up and helped
them, and watered their flock. 


{18} When they came to Reuel
their father, he said, "How is it that you
have come so soon today?" 


{19} And they said, "An Egyptian
delivered us from the hand of the
shepherds, and he also drew enough
water for us and watered the flock." 


{20} So he said to his daughters,
"And where is he? Why is it that you
have left the man? Call him, that he
may eat bread." 


{21} Then Moses was content to
live with the man, and he gave
Zipporah his daughter to Moses. {22}
And she bore him a son, and he called
his name Gershom; for he said, "I have
been a stranger in a foreign land." 


{23} Now it happened in the
process of time that the king of Egypt
died. Then the children of Israel
groaned because of the bondage, and
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they cried out; and their cry came up to God
because of the bondage. {24} So God heard
their groaning, and God remembered His
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
Jacob. {25} And God looked upon the
children of Israel, and God acknowledged
them.


(Exodus 3)  Now Moses was tending the
flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of
the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain
of God. {2} And the Angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire from the
midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold,
the bush was burning with fire, but the bush
was not consumed. {3} Then Moses said, "I will
now turn aside and see this great sight, why
the bush does not burn." 


{4} So when the LORD saw that he
turned aside to look, God called to him from
the midst of the bush and said, "Moses,
Moses!" 


And he said, "Here I am." 
{5} Then He said, "Do not draw near this


place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the
place where you stand is holy ground." {6}
Moreover He said, "I am the God of your
father; the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look upon God. 


{7} And the LORD said: "I have surely
seen the oppression of My people who are in
Egypt, and have heard their cry because of
their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. {8}
"So I have come down to deliver them out of
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them
up from that land to a good and large land,
to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the
place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and
the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites
and the Jebusites. {9} "Now therefore, behold,
the cry of the children of Israel has come to
Me, and I have also seen the oppression with
which the Egyptians oppress them. {10}
"Come now, therefore, and I will send you to
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the
children of Israel, out of Egypt." 


{11} But Moses said to God, "Who
am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and
that I should bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt?" 


{12} So He said, "I will certainly be
with you. And this shall be a sign to you
that I have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you
shall serve God on this mountain." 


{13} Then Moses said to God,
"Indeed, when I come to the children of
Israel and say to them, 'The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,' and they
say to me, 'What is His name?' what
shall I say to them?" 


{14} And God said to Moses, "I AM
WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall
say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has
sent me to you.'" 


{15} Moreover God said to Moses,
"Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel: 'The LORD God of your fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you. This is My name forever, and this is
My memorial to all generations.' 


{16} "Go and gather the elders of
Israel together, and say to them, 'The
LORD God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,
appeared to me, saying, "I have surely
visited you and seen what is done to
you in Egypt; {17} "and I have said I will
bring you up out of the affliction of
Egypt to the land of the Canaanites
and the Hittites and the Amorites and
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk
and honey."' 


{18} "Then they will heed your
voice; and you shall come, you and the
elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt; and
you shall say to him, 'The LORD God of
the Hebrews has met with us; and now,
please, let us go three days' journey into
the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to
the LORD our God.' {19} "But I am sure
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that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no,
not even by a mighty hand. {20} "So I will
stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all
My wonders which I will do in its midst; and
after that he will let you go. 


{21} "And I will give this people favor in
the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be,
when you go, that you shall not go
empty-handed. {22} "But every woman shall
ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells
near her house, articles of silver, articles of
gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on
your sons and on your daughters. So you shall
plunder the Egyptians."


(Exodus 4)  Then Moses answered and
said, "But suppose they will not believe me or
listen to my voice; suppose they say, 'The
LORD has not appeared to you.'" 


{2} So the LORD said to him, "What is
that in your hand?" 


He said, "A rod." 
{3} And He said, "Cast it on the ground." 
So he cast it on the ground, and it


became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. {4}
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out your
hand and take it by the tail" (and he reached
out his hand and caught it, and it became a
rod in his hand), {5} "that they may believe
that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has appeared to you." 


{6} Furthermore the LORD said to him,
"Now put your hand in your bosom." And he
put his hand in his bosom, and when he took it
out, behold, his hand was leprous, like snow. 


{7} And He said, "Put your hand in your
bosom again." So he put his hand in his bosom
again, and drew it out of his bosom, and
behold, it was restored like his other flesh. 


{8} "Then it will be, if they do not believe
you, nor heed the message of the first sign,
that they may believe the message of the
latter sign. {9} "And it shall be, if they do not
believe even these two signs, or listen to your
voice, that you shall take water from the river
and pour it on the dry land. And the water
which you take from the river will become


blood on the dry land." 
{10} Then Moses said to the LORD,


"O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither
before nor since You have spoken to
Your servant; but I am slow of speech
and slow of tongue." 


{11} So the LORD said to him,
"Who has made man's mouth? Or who
makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing,
or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? {12}
"Now therefore, go, and I will be with
your mouth and teach you what you
shall say." 


{13} But he said, "O my Lord,
please send by the hand of whomever
else You may send." 


{14} So the anger of the LORD
was kindled against Moses, and He
said: "Is not Aaron the Levite your
brother? I know that he can speak well.
And look, he is also coming out to meet
you. When he sees you, he will be glad
in his heart. {15} "Now you shall speak to
him and put the words in his mouth.
And I will be with your mouth and with
his mouth, and I will teach you what you
shall do. {16} "So he shall be your
spokesman to the people. And he
himself shall be as a mouth for you, and
you shall be to him as God. {17} "And
you shall take this rod in your hand, with
which you shall do the signs." 


{18} So Moses went and returned
to Jethro his father-in-law, and said to
him, "Please let me go and return to my
brethren who are in Egypt, and see
whether they are still alive." 


And Jethro said to Moses, "Go in
peace." 


{19} And the LORD said to Moses
in Midian, "Go, return to Egypt; for all the
men who sought your life are dead."
{20} Then Moses took his wife and his
sons and set them on a donkey, and he
returned to the land of Egypt. And
Moses took the rod of God in his hand.
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Outer Aim - Moses received a special call from God.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with the best answer from Exodus.


1. ___________________ was living in Egypt.


2. Moses _________________ and Egyptian when he saw him beating a Hebrew man.


3. __________________ heard what Moses had done.


4. Moses left Egypt and went to __________________.


5. Moses married Reuel’s daughter, ______________________.


6. Moses became a _____________________ while living in Midian.


7. God spoke to Moses from a _____________________ _____________________.


8. God asked Moses to ____________________ the people of Israel.


9. Moses was _____________________ to go to talk to the people of Israel.


10. God helped Moses by sending his brother, ______________________.


Inner Aim - The Lord calls human instruments to carry out the work of His
kingdom.


(T)rue or (F)alse


1. _____ Moses was brave at first and not afraid.


2. _____ Moses felt he could not speak very well.


3. _____ God made Moses’s staff work to help him.


4. _____ Aaron was not glad to go with Moses.


5. _____ Moses believed in God and went to Egypt.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Read and discuss the Bible verses from Hebrews 11.


Hebrews 11:24-27  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, {25} choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, {26} esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. {27} By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.


Passages


Exodus 3:14 “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”


1 Samuel 12:20 “Do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your
heart.”


Isaiah 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.


Hymn - TLH 41


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do His will!


Order my footsteps by Thy Word and make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear.


Assist my soul, too apt to stray, a stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way, restore Thy wand’ring sheep.


Make me to walk in Thy commands — ‘tis a delightful road —
Nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God.  Amen


Prayer


Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for calling us into Your kingdom and blessing us with Your forgiveness and
love.  We pray that you will fill us with Your Spirit that we may gladly serve You in any way we
can that Your name may be glorified and Your kingdom come to many.  In Your holy name
we pray. Amen.
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The Call of Moses
Exodus 2:11 - 4:20


 


How could a burning bush be part of God’s promise?


Are you sometimes afraid? 


Why was Moses afraid?


Prayer


Heavenly Father, we know Your promises and that You never
fail to keep them.  Please help us to hear You and never be
afraid to do Your calling.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen


The Story - Exodus 2:11 - 4:20


Now it came to pass in those days, when
Moses was grown, that he went out to his brethren
and looked at their burdens. And he saw an
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. {12}
So he looked this way and that way, and when he
saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in
the sand. {13} And when he went out the second
day, behold, two Hebrew men were fighting, and
he said to the one who did the wrong, "Why are you
striking your companion?" 


{14} Then he said, "Who made you a prince
and a judge over us? Do you intend to kill me as
you killed the Egyptian?" So Moses feared and said,
"Surely this thing is known!" 


{15} When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he
sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of
Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he
sat down by a well. {16} Now the priest of Midian
had seven daughters. And they came and drew
water, and they filled the troughs to water their
father's flock. {17} Then the shepherds came and
drove them away; but Moses stood up and helped
them, and watered their flock. 


{18} When they came to Reuel their father,
he said, "How is it that you have come so soon
today?" 


{19} And they said, "An Egyptian delivered us


from the hand of the shepherds, and he also
drew enough water for us and watered the
flock." 


{20} So he said to his daughters, "And
where is he? Why is it that you have left the
man? Call him, that he may eat bread." 


{21} Then Moses was content to live
with the man, and he gave Zipporah his
daughter to Moses. {22} And she bore him a
son, and he called his name Gershom; for he
said, "I have been a stranger in a foreign
land." 


{23} Now it happened in the process
of time that the king of Egypt died. Then the
children of Israel groaned because of the
bondage, and they cried out; and their cry
came up to God because of the bondage.
{24} So God heard their groaning, and God
remembered His covenant with Abraham,
with Isaac, and with Jacob. {25} And God
looked upon the children of Israel, and God
acknowledged them.


(Exodus 3)  Now Moses was tending
the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest
of Midian. And he led the flock to the back
of the desert, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. {2} And the Angel of the
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LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the
midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush
was burning with fire, but the bush was not
consumed. {3} Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside
and see this great sight, why the bush does not
burn." 


{4} So when the LORD saw that he turned
aside to look, God called to him from the midst of
the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" 


And he said, "Here I am." 
{5} Then He said, "Do not draw near this


place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place
where you stand is holy ground." {6} Moreover He
said, "I am the God of your father; the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look upon God. 


{7} And the LORD said: "I have surely seen the
oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters,
for I know their sorrows. {8} "So I have come down to
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
to bring them up from that land to a good and
large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and
the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and
the Jebusites. {9} "Now therefore, behold, the cry of
the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians
oppress them. {10} "Come now, therefore, and I will
send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people,
the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 


{11} But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the
children of Israel out of Egypt?" 


{12} So He said, "I will certainly be with you.
And this shall be a sign to you that I have sent you:
When you have brought the people out of Egypt,
you shall serve God on this mountain." 


{13} Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I
come to the children of Israel and say to them, 'The
God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they
say to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to
them?" 


{14} And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I
AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children
of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 


{15} Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you
shall say to the children of Israel: 'The LORD God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.


This is My name forever, and this is My
memorial to all generations.' 


{16} "Go and gather the elders of Israel
together, and say to them, 'The LORD God of
your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, "I
have surely visited you and seen what is
done to you in Egypt; {17} "and I have said I
will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt
to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites
and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing
with milk and honey."' 


{18} "Then they will heed your voice;
and you shall come, you and the elders of
Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say
to him, 'The LORD God of the Hebrews has
met with us; and now, please, let us go three
days' journey into the wilderness, that we
may sacrifice to the LORD our God.' {19} "But I
am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you
go, no, not even by a mighty hand. {20} "So I
will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with
all My wonders which I will do in its midst; and
after that he will let you go. 


{21} "And I will give this people favor in
the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be,
when you go, that you shall not go
empty-handed. {22} "But every woman shall
ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who
dwells near her house, articles of silver,
articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall
put them on your sons and on your
daughters. So you shall plunder the
Egyptians."


(Exodus 4)  Then Moses answered and
said, "But suppose they will not believe me or
listen to my voice; suppose they say, 'The
LORD has not appeared to you.'" 


{2} So the LORD said to him, "What is
that in your hand?" 


He said, "A rod." 
{3} And He said, "Cast it on the


ground." 
So he cast it on the ground, and it


became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.
{4} Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out
your hand and take it by the tail" (and he
reached out his hand and caught it, and it
became a rod in his hand), {5} "that they
may believe that the LORD God of their
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fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." 


{6} Furthermore the LORD said to him, "Now
put your hand in your bosom." And he put his hand
in his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his
hand was leprous, like snow. 


{7} And He said, "Put your hand in your bosom
again." So he put his hand in his bosom again, and
drew it out of his bosom, and behold, it was restored
like his other flesh. 


{8} "Then it will be, if they do not believe you,
nor heed the message of the first sign, that they
may believe the message of the latter sign. {9} "And
it shall be, if they do not believe even these two
signs, or listen to your voice, that you shall take
water from the river and pour it on the dry land. And
the water which you take from the river will become
blood on the dry land." 


{10} Then Moses said to the LORD, "O my Lord,
I am not eloquent, neither before nor since You
have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of
speech and slow of tongue." 


{11} So the LORD said to him, "Who has made
man's mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf,
the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD? {12}
"Now therefore, go, and I will be with your mouth
and teach you what you shall say." 


{13} But he said, "O my Lord, please send by
the hand of whomever else You may send." 


{14} So the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Moses, and He said: "Is not
Aaron the Levite your brother? I know that he
can speak well. And look, he is also coming
out to meet you. When he sees you, he will
be glad in his heart. {15} "Now you shall speak
to him and put the words in his mouth. And I
will be with your mouth and with his mouth,
and I will teach you what you shall do. {16}
"So he shall be your spokesman to the
people. And he himself shall be as a mouth
for you, and you shall be to him as God. {17}
"And you shall take this rod in your hand, with
which you shall do the signs." 


{18} So Moses went and returned to
Jethro his father-in-law, and said to him,
"Please let me go and return to my brethren
who are in Egypt, and see whether they are
still alive." 


And Jethro said to Moses, "Go in
peace." {19} And the LORD said to Moses in
Midian, "Go, return to Egypt; for all the men
who sought your life are dead." {20} Then
Moses took his wife and his sons and set them
on a donkey, and he returned to the land of
Egypt. And Moses took the rod of God in his
hand.


Outer Aim - Moses received a special call from God.


What the Story Tells Us - Retell the story in 6 sentences.
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Inner Aim - The Lord calls human instruments to carry out the work of His kingdom.


For Discussion - Discuss the Inner Aim above and the following questions.


Do we ever receive a special call from God?


How can we know when this happens?


What are some of the special attributes you may have that will help you?


Can weaknesses be overcome and help you?


Why are we sometimes afraid to act for God?


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read and discuss the Bible verses from Hebrews 11.


Hebrews 11:24-27  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, {25} choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to
enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, {26} esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. {27} By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.
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Passages


1 Samuel 12:20 “Do not turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your
heart.”


Isaiah 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.


Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.


2 Corinthians 5:7  For we walk by faith, not by sight.


Hymn - TLH 416 Consider your strengths and weaknesses. How can this hymn help you?


Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God would grant me grace to know and do His will!


Order my footsteps by Thy Word and make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, but keep my conscience clear.


Assist my soul, too apt to stray, a stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way, restore Thy wand’ring sheep.


Make me to walk in Thy commands — ‘tis a delightful road —
Nor let my head or heart or hands offend against my God.  Amen


Prayer


Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for calling us into Your kingdom and blessing us with Your forgiveness and
love.  We pray that You will fill us with Your Spirit that we may gladly serve You in any way we
can that Your name may be glorified and Your kingdom come to many.  In Your holy name
we pray. Amen.
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STORY 8/17/2004


The Call of Moses - Exodus 2:11 - 4:31


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, I thank You that You have called me into Your kingdom and poured out Your blessings of
forgiving love in Christ Jesus upon me. Now, as Your disciple devoted to You I desire to serve You
with
my whole heart. Be with me, oh, Lord, as I serve You in leading the little children to You who have
been placed into my charge as a teacher in Your kingdom of grace. Give me Your Spirit that I may
serve You well in helping them to see You as their loving Savior and Lord. In the name of Jesus
Christ my Savior. Amen


VOCABULARY
rod - shepherd's staff.
Angel of the Lord - Some believe this refers to the second person of the Trinity, the Son
I AM THAT I AM - The name given to God by Himself - the one unchangeable, ever-living and
eternal God of heaven and earth.


OUTER AIM
Moses receives a special call from God.


INNER AIM
The Lord calls human instruments to carry out the work of His kingdom.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 152-156)
Moses grew up in the palace of the Pharaoh. He was cared for like a son of Pharaoh's daughter. There
he grew up amidst the gorgeous surroundings and atmosphere of princely living. He was given what
was considered to be the best education available. Egyptian history, culture and religion was to be
part of the life of Moses. He learned of the worship of false gods such as the sun god Ra and other
deities that were invented by the Egyptians. We can only imagine the deep conflict which must have
existed between what he was learning as an Egyptian and what his mother had taught him as a child.
2:11-15


Although he must have been aware of the situation under which his fellow Hebrews labored, yet we
are told that when he was forty years of age (Acts 7:23) he observed the especially cruel treatment of
one of the children of Israel. He became enraged by the beating which he observed and killed the
Egyptian. When Moses became aware that Pharaoh heard of it, he left Egypt and fled for his life to
Midian. Midian lies in Arabia near the northeastern arm of the Red Sea. Was Moses right in
committing this murder? Certainly not. Even though coming to the aid of his people was evidently
very strong in his mind and heart, he was approaching the matter, not according to the will of God but
according to his own plan of action. (Acts 7:25) 2:16 - 22
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Moses, who grew up in luxury, now found himself in the rural desert land of Midian. There he became a
shepherd of the flocks of Reuel (also called Jethro 3:1; 4:18; Numbers 10:29) the priest of Midian and
eventually married his daughter Zipporah.2:23 - 3:10. Forty years had passed (Acts 7:30) since Moses
had left Egypt. He was now eighty years of age and continued as a shepherd. His shepherding led him
southward as far as Mt. Horeb (Mt. Sinai). There God choose to speak to Moses out of a burning bush
with one request: "I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out
of Egypt." (Ex. 3:10) (3:11 - 4:17)


Moses had four serious considerations:
1. "Who am I?"
2. "What is His name?" ("Who shall I say has sent me?")
3. "They will not believe me."
4. "I am slow of speech." (Ex. 4:18 - 31)


Finally, Moses returns to Egypt as deliverer of the children of Israel according to the will of God. The
people
bow their heads and worship their gracious God.


STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I thank You for calling me into Your kingdom and blessing me with Your forgiveness
and love. I pray that You will fill me with Your Spirit that I may gladly serve You in any way I can that
Your name may be glorified and Your kingdom come to many. In Your holy name I pray.


PRESENTATION
From the birth of Moses and his discovery in the reeds by the Princess to his calling as deliverer of the
Children of Israel the Lord God guides, leads and brings about happenings according to His will. Yet,
Moses was not like a puppet on a string. He had his weaknesses as well as his strengths. Nevertheless,
the Lord God used him to accomplish what He willed in His own way and time.


To accomplish His purpose God used others who would aid Moses in carrying out His plan. The mother
of Moses apparently taught him all about the one true God and the promises of the Messiah. God used
Aaron, the brother of Moses, to be the "spokesman to the people" on behalf of Moses.


God's hand in the life of Moses was obviously operative in accomplishing His plan for His people and
finally His plan of salvation for the whole world.


APPLICATIONS
What do the questions of Moses found in Ex. 3:11 and 4:17 reveal about this man who has now arrived
at the age of 80 years?


Consider such attributes as confidence, courage and faith in the life of a Christian. Discuss the
significance of the name God gives to Himself, I AM.


All of us have weaknesses as well as strengths. God uses us just as we are for the work of His kingdom.
Discuss abilities that God has given each of us and how we might use them to glorify and praise God.


How does God overcome weaknesses in each of us?
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Isaiah 49:15 - Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion on the son of her womb?
Surely they may forget, yet I will not forget you.


Peter 5:5b - God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.


Isaiah 41:10 - Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you,
yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.


Middle any of the above and...
Acts 7:22 - And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and
deeds.


Upper any of the above and...
Hebrews 11:24-25 -  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures
of sin,


HYMN CHOICES
"Take My Life and Let It Be" (TLH #400)
"Oh, That The Lord Would Guide My Ways" (TLH #416)
"The King Of Love" (TLH #431)
"What Is The World To Me" (TLH #430)
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The Call of Moses
Exodus 2:11 - 4:20


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Did you ever see a fire in a fireplace or at a
campfire? The wood burns and gets very black
and turns to ashes. The same thing happens in the
forest sometimes to trees and bushes!  But we are
going to learn about a bush that was on fire but
didn’t burn!


Moses grew up as a prince in the palace of
Egypt. He was raised as an Egyptian even though
he was an Israelite.  When he was older he saw an
Egyptian beating an Israelite slave and Moses
killed the Egyptian. He was in trouble for that
and had to run away from the palace of
Egypt. 


Moses went to the land of Midian and
became a shepherd.  One day while Moses
was in the desert watching the sheep he saw a
bush burning with fire but the bush did not
burn to ashes. The Angel of the LORD
appeared to him in the burning bush. The Angel of
the LORD called to him and said, “Moses, Moses!”


Moses said, “Here I am.” 
God said, “Take off your shoes, for this is


holy ground.”  And Moses hid his face; he was
afraid to look at God.


The Lord said, “ I have seen that my people
in Egypt are very sad. I have heard their prayers to
me for help. I want you to go and help the
children of Israel and lead them to a good land
where they will be happy.”  


Moses heard God, but he was afraid, and
said, “Who am I to do this? It will be too hard for
me. I cannot speak well and the people of Israel
will not believe that You have sent me. Who shall I
say has sent me?”  


God answered, “Tell them that I AM has
sent me to you.”


God answered, “I will send your brother
Aaron to speak for you. I will also give you signs to
show them that you have come from me.”  


Now Moses was ready to go to Egypt
and do what God had said. On the way he
met his brother Aaron and together they
went to help the people of Israel.


With God’s help Moses would lead
the children of Israel out of Egypt and into
the promised land of Canaan.


Moses received a special
call from God.


The Lord calls us to carry
out the work of His


kingdom.


Passage
1 Samuel 12:20 “Do not turn aside from
following the LORD, but serve the LORD


with all your heart.”


Hymn - TLH 400 v. 5
Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your
forgiveness and for always being near us.  
In Your name we pray.  Amen
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Classroom Activity - Heart Puzzle
Before class cut out the heart into puzzle pieces. Help the child put the puzzle back together
and read the Bible passage from the story. Discuss how our God in heaven is the I AM God.
Optional Activity: Cut out the pieces and glue to a colored construction paper. Cut around
the heart, punch holes at the top and thread yard through to make a door hanger or
necklace.
 







Old Testament 3 The Call of Moses  - Preschool


Classroom Art Activity
Have small pieces of red, orange, and yellow tissue paper cut or torn out for each child. Help
the child use glue stick to glue the tissue paper onto the bush below to show the flames.
Color the rest of the picture. You may also want to find a small twig to glue on as the
wooden part.
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STORY 8/17/2004


Jacob and His Family Live In Egypt - Genesis 46-50


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, we thank You for showing us Your loving plan for our salvation. Though mankind, lost in
sin, does evil things yet You continue to show mercy and turn evil into good for the sake of Your
kingdom and our salvation. Oh Lord, fill us with Your Spirit as we study Your gracious Word
together that Your name may be magnified in our hearts and that Your kingdom come to us all. In
Your holy name we pray. Amen


VOCABULARY
Goshen - an especially fertile part of Northern Egypt located on the eastern side of the Nile River.


Israel - Prince with God - a name given to Jacob by God (Gen. 32:28)


lion's whelp - a young lion or cub (Gen. 49:9)


From the prey, my son, you have gone up - You are a conquerer and proceed from the battle
victorious.


Shiloh - Prince of Peace


OUTER AIM
God directs Jacob to journey to Egypt


INNER AIM
God builds and preserves His chosen nation from which the Christ would be born.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp.130-139)
Many years had passed since Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers. Jacob (Israel) was
now 130 years old. The Lord directed him to make the journey to Egypt because of the famine in his
homeland. There the Lord promised to make of him a great nation. With Joseph as His key human
instrument, God preserved alive His chosen people and builds the nation which would bring forth the
Messiah.


Gen. 46 vs. 1-5; 26,27.
As Jacob worshiped at Beersheba, God spoke to Him directing him to go down to Egypt. God
promised to be with him and bring him back to his homeland. Jacob's family (including Joseph and
his family) numbered 70 souls.


vs. 28-30
The emotional meeting between Jacob and his son Joseph.


Gen. 47 vs. 1-12
Pharaoh, the Ruler of Egypt, granted Jacob's family the privilege to dwell in the most fertile part of
Egypt, the land of Goshen, with all of their flocks and herds.
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vs. 27-38
Jacob and his family prospered in the land of Goshen. Jacob asked Joseph to promise to bury him in the land of
Israel together with his forefathers.


Gen. 48
Jacob, who was about to die, blessed the two sons of Joseph, Manaseh and Ephraim.


Gen. 49 (especially 8-12)
Jacob called his sons together and predicted what would befall them in the days ahead. The prediction for
Judah, who would be the carrier of the promise of the Messiah, is especially significant.


Gen. 49:33; 50:1-9
Jacob died in Egypt. He was 147 years old. He was transported to Israel and buried there.


Gen. 50:15-26
Confession of guilt by the brothers and the assurance of forgiveness by Joseph. Joseph died in Egypt and was
buried there. He was 110 years old.


STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, Your Word is so precious to us because there we see Your hand in the lives of Your people
down through the generations. You have always made all things work together for the good of those that love
You. As we see these things we pray that You will give us Your Spirit that we may recognize Your hand in our
lives guiding, leading and blessing us each day. In Your loving name we pray. Amen


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous lesson especially since it naturally flows into this lesson. The first point of primary
emphasis should be based upon those special and meaningful words of faith spoken by Joseph to his brothers:
"You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good...." God watched over Joseph and in the face of the
terrible Godless actions of his brothers, Joseph was blessed and became a human instrument through which God
carried out His promise of the Messiah.


The second primary point of emphasis should be the blessing given to Judah found in Gen. 49:8-12. These
words show the Messianic line carried on in Judah (cf. Mat. 1:2&3 and Luke 3:33&34) The Messianic promise
is primary to the proper understanding and teaching of this lesson. Without that emphasis these five chapters in
Genesis become merely a nice story about Jacob and his family. It is much more than that!


APPLICATIONS
God's plan of salvation for sinful mankind is carried out in spite of the evil intentions and actions of man. So it
is today. God's continual care for His people in Christ Jesus is certain regardless of the opposition of Satan and
a sinful world.


God's people are not perfect. Their sinful flesh prodded by Satan is constantly threatening to get in the way of
God's good and gracious will. We all need God's forgiveness every day of our lives.. And just as God forgives
us, so we should pray that our Lord will give us His Spirit and strengthen us that we may forgive as He has
forgiven us.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.


Matthew 6:12 - And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.


Middle any of the above and...
Ephesians 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God for Christ's
sake also forgave you.


Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.


Upper any of the above and...
Luke 17:3-5 - Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive
him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying,' I repent,'
you shall forgive him.


HYMN CHOICES
"I Am Trusting Thee Lord Jesus" (TLH #428)
"How Firm A Foundation" (TLH #427)
"Lord Of My Life Whose Tender Care" (TLH #24)
"Jesus Lead Thou On" (TLH 410)
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The Story - A Long Trip for Jacob


“Joseph is alive!  Joseph is
alive!” said Jacob’s sons.  “Joseph
wants us to live with him in Egypt,”
they said.


Jacob was very happy.  He
thanked God for taking care of
Joseph.  He also thanked God for
giving his hungry family food to eat. 
Then God talked to Jacob.  God
said, “Do not be afraid to go to
Egypt.  I will go with you on the long
trip.”  God promised that He would
take care of Jacob’s family in Egypt,
just like He took care of them in
Canaan.  He also promised to bring
Jacob’s family back to Canaan one
day.


Jacob got ready for the long
trip to Egypt.  Jacob’s sons and
grandsons got ready.  Jacob’s
daughters and granddaughters got
ready, too.  Then they got the
animals ready.  At last, sixty-six
people and many animals were
ready for the long trip.


Jacob chose Judah to be the
leader.  Judah knew the way to
Egypt because he had been there
before.  The animals had to walk all
the way to Egypt.  Some of the
people rode in wagons, but many of
the people had to walk, too.  They
walked, and walked, and walked. 
They followed Judah all the way to
Egypt.


When Jacob and his family got


to Egypt, Joseph was waiting for
them.  Joseph was so happy to see
Jacob!  He took Jacob to meet the
king.  The king was called Pharaoh. 
Pharaoh said, “You may live in the
best part of Egypt.”


Jacob and his family made
their home in a part of Egypt called
Goshen.  They lived in Goshen for
many years.  God took care of them
there, just as He promised.


One day, when Jacob was a
very old man, he knew it was time
for him to die and go to heaven.  He
wanted to talk to his family one
more time.  He had something
important to tell them!  He reminded
them about God’s promise to send
Jesus to die for their sins.  Then Jacob
told them that Jesus would be one
of Judah’s great,
great…grandchildren.  Jacob did
not know when Jesus would come,
but he knew God would keep His
promise.  God did keep His promise! 
He sent Jesus to die for Jacob’s
sins…and for our sins, too!


God builds and preserves His
chosen nation from which the


Christ would be born.
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Activity One - There are many J names in this lesson.  Listen for the J names in each
sentence: Jacob, Judah, Joseph, and Jesus.  Write the letter J in each space.


____oseph was alive.


____acob thanked God for giving his hungry family food to eat.


____acob took a long trip to Egypt.


____udah was the leader because he knew the way.


____oseph was happy to see his father.


____oseph took his father to meet the king.


____acob was a very old man.


____udah would be the great, great…grandfather of


____esus.


____esus died for our sins.


Passage


Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 


according to His purpose.


God’s hand supports and saves those who put their trust and faith
in Him. 
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Activity Two - Help Judah lead Jacob’s family to Egypt. Use a pencil or crayon to race
a path from Canaan to Egypt.


Hymn - TLH #410 v. 1


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for taking care of Jacob on his long trip to Egypt. Help


me to remember that You keep Your promises, especially Your promise to send
Jesus to die for my sins. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Jacob and His Family Live in Egypt - Level 2        7/11/04


Jacob and His Family Live in Egypt
Genesis 46 - 50
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The Story


God continues to protect His chosen
people.  He shows how He kept Jacob’s
family alive during the famine by taking
them to live in Egypt.  God also shows how
the promise of a Savior is passed along in
Abraham’s and Jacob’s family. 


After Joseph’s brothers returned to
Canaan, Jacob and his family made
preparations to move to Egypt.  As they
were getting ready to leave, God talked to
Jacob.  He said that Jacob shouldn’t be
afraid to move to Egypt because He would
be with Jacob.  He also said that Jacob’s
family would grow into a mighty nation in
Egypt.


Jacob was 130 years old when he
got to Egypt.  When he was near Egypt,
Joseph went out to meet him.  Both men
cried, for it had been a very long time
since they had seen each other.  Jacob
said that he was ready to die because
God had let him see Joseph again.  


Soon after arriving in Egypt, Jacob
was taken to see Pharaoh.  While visiting
Pharaoh, Jacob asked for the land of
Goshen to raise their cattle and sheep. 
Pharaoh gave Jacob and his family the
land of Goshen to live in.  There they were
able to tend their sheep.  They were also
put in charge of the cattle and sheep of
Pharaoh.


Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years.  He
was very old and it was almost time for him
to die.  He called for Joseph to visit him. 
Jacob made Joseph promise to take his
body to Canaan and bury him there. 
Joseph


 promised to take his father back to
Canaan after he died.


As Jacob was on his deathbed, he
blessed all of his sons.  Judah was given a
very special blessing.  Jesus would be born
from one of Judah’s relatives.  He also
blessed Joseph’s two sons Ephraim and
Manasseh.    


After the blessings, Jacob gave
instructions of where he was to be buried in
Canaan.  Then he laid down and died. 
Joseph had Jacob’s body embalmed.  This
means that Jacob’s body was wrapped in
spices and cloth.  It took 40 days to
embalm the body.  All of Egypt was also
sad over Jacob’s death.


Joseph and his brothers took Jacob’s
body and buried it in Canaan.  Then they
went back to live in Egypt.  Joseph’s
brothers were still worried that he might be
angry with them for selling him to the
merchants.  They thought Joseph would try
to hurt them.


 Joseph was sad at how his brothers
acted.  He told them that God was in
charge and wanted him to be in Egypt. 
He also told them that he would make sure
that their families had enough food and
clothing. 


 Joseph continued living in Egypt
and saw his great-great grandchildren
before he died.  Joseph was 110 years old
when he died.  He was buried in Egypt.


God builds and preserves His
chosen nation from which the


Christ would be born.







Old Testament 3  Jacob and His Family Live in Egypt  - Level 2


WORD BOX
Canaan


Egypt


God


Goshen


Jacob


Joseph


seventeen


sheep


Activity One  - Find the answers to the following clues in the Word Box.  Then write them
in correct boxes in the CROSSWORD PUZZLE.


Across
2. Who wanted Joseph in Egypt


to save his family?
4. Where was Joseph buried?
5. What animals did Jacob’s family raise?
6. Where did Jacob’s family live in Egypt?
8. On what land was Jacob buried?


Down
1. Who lived to be 110 years old?
3. How many years did Jacob live in Egypt?
7. What is the name of Joseph’s father?


Activity Two  - Answer these discussion questions.


1. Do you think that Jacob was afraid to move to Egypt?  What clue in the story tells you
that he could have been?


2. How do you know that Jacob and Joseph were happy to see each other after so
many years?


3. What special job did Pharaoh give to Jacob’s family?
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4. Who did Jacob given blessings to?  Who got a very special blessing?


5. Who was sad when Jacob died?  Why do you think the people of Egypt were also
sad?


6. What did Joseph’s brother think would happen now that their father was dead?


7. How old was Joseph when he died?  Where was he buried?


God’s hand supports and saves those who put their trust and faith in
Him.


Passages


Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.”


Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”


1. How did Joseph forgive his brothers?


2. How should we forgive others?


Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding.”


1. How did Joseph trust in the Lord with his heart?


2. How did God remember Joseph when he was in Egypt? Hint: Think of all the bad
things that happened to Joseph that turned into good things in the end.


3. How can we trust in God? What do we trust God to do?
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Draw a picture of what you trust God to do for you.


Hymn - TLH #410 v. 1, 4


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand
In our fatherland.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for protecting Jacob and his family in Egypt so that Jesus


could be born from his family.  You have made all things work together for
good.  We pray that You will continue to guide and lead our lives just as You
guided and led Jacob’s life in Egypt.  Amen.
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Family reunions are a great time to catch up on
news of relatives, join in activities, and visit.  Many enjoy
this type of fellowship with relatives every year.  


In today’s story there is reunion.  A father who
many years ago was told his son was dead, learns that
his son is alive.  The “dead son” wants his father to move
to a foreign land so that he can take care of his father
and his family.  The father is more amazed to learn that
his “dead son” is second in command of the most
powerful country in the world at the time – truly a
reunion that only God could design.  


Today we travel with Jacob as he is reunited with his favorite son, Joseph, a powerful
ruler in Egypt.  


Prayer


Lord God, we thank You for showing us Your loving plan for our salvation.  Though
mankind, lost in sin, does evil things yet You continue to show mercy and turn evil into good
for the sake of Your kingdom and our salvation.  Oh Lord, fill us with Your Spirit as we study
Your gracious Word together that Your name may be magnified in our hearts and that Your
kingdom come to us all.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen.


God directs Jacob to Journey to Egypt - Genesis 46-50


Jacob agrees with his sons to leave
the land of Canaan, a land of famine, and
travel to Egypt.  He agrees to do this only
because he believes it is the Lord’s will. 
Jacob is assured of the Lord’s hand since
the Lord had kept Joseph alive.  To
reassure Jacob, the Lord appeared to
Jacob in a vision and promised to be with
him.  The Lord repeated His promise that
He would make of Jacob’s family a great
nation and would one day return the
family to the promise land of Canaan.
Jacob’s family numbered 70 when it
Jacob moved to Egypt.


Jacob Settles in Goshen
As Jacob and his family neared the


land of Goshen, he sent Judah to greet
Joseph.  Joseph and his sons had gone to
the land of Goshen to meet Jacob.  When
Jacob saw Joseph, he was ready to die
because he now knew that Joseph was still
alive.  Joseph presented his family to
Pharaoh and Jacob, now one hundred
and thirty years old, blessed Pharaoh. 
Joseph saw to it that his family was situated
in the land of Goshen which Pharaoh had
given to Joseph’s family.  


The family of Jacob, also called
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Israel, lived in the land of Egypt, the
country of Goshen.  There the Lord blessed
them with growth and many possessions. 
Jacob live for another seventeen years
before he died.


Jacob Blesses Joseph's Sons
As was the custom in those days


when a family member was about to die,
the time had come for Jacob to pass on
the family blessings.  When Joseph heard
that his father’s health was failing he took
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to
their grandfather.  The blessing Joseph
would have received, Jacob gave to
Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 
Jacob went on to bless all of his sons.  The
special blessing, the blessing of the Savior
did not go to the first born, Reuben, but to
Judah.  


Jacob's Last Words to His Sons
When Jacob finished blessing all of his


sons, he breathed his last and died at the
age of one hundred forty-seven years.
Joseph had the Egyptian physicians embalm
his father’s body so that it could be carried
back to Canaan for burial.  All Egypt
mourned for Joseph’s father for seventy
days.  Pharaoh gave his permission to
Joseph allowing him to go with his brothers
to the land of Canaan and bury his father.


Joseph Reassures his Brothers
When Joseph and his brothers


returned from Canaan a fear came over the
brothers.  Now that their father was dead the
brothers were concerned that Joseph would
carry out an act of revenge on them for
being cruel to Joseph.  After all , theyhad
sold Joseph and let Jacob think that Joseph
was dead. That was very tough on their
father, Jacob.  Joseph reassured his brothers
of the Lord’s power and wisdom.  Joseph
pointed out to them that the Lord used their
evil and turned it into good.  By having
Joseph in Egypt, the Lord provided a way to
save Jacob’s family from the famine.
Moreover, the Lord provided the way for the
promise of a Savior to be preserved.


Death of Joseph
Joseph was blessed with good life in


Egypt.  His family grew and he had the joy of
seeing his grandchildren.  Before Joseph
died he reminded his family that the Lord
would move them back to the promised
land of Canaan.  He made his family
promise that when they went back to
Canaan they were to take his body with
them.  Joseph died at the age of one
hundred ten years; his body was embalmed
and placed in a coffin awaiting the day
when it would be transported back to
Canaan with his family.


Outer Aim - God builds and preserves His chosen nation from which the Christ
would be born.


What the Story Tells Us -Choose the correct answer.


1. Jacob [blessed – did not believe] his sons when they returned from their second journey


to Egypt bearing gifts from Joseph.
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2. The Lord appeared to Jacob [during the day – in a vision] reassuring him that going to


Egypt was the right thing to do.


3. The Lord [did – did not] promise


4.  to return Jacob’s family to Canaan.


5. Joseph was [excited – sad] to see his father again.


6. [Joseph – Pharaoh] gave Jacob and his family the land of Goshen to live in.


7. [True or False]  Being pleased with everything that Joseph had done for Egypt, Pharaoh


was kind to Jacob’s family.


8. Because of [God’s promise – Joseph’s dream], Jacob’s family grew to a very large


number of people.


9. As Jacob’s health [improved – failed] Joseph, his sons, and his brothers gathered to


receive their blessings from their father.


10. Jacob gave the blessing of a Savior to [Joseph – Judah].


11. Before Joseph died, he made his family promise to bury him in [Egypt – Canaan.]


Inner Aim  - God’s hand supports and saves those who put their
trust and faith in Him.
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What the Bible Tells Us - Use the word bank to complete the following statements.


1. In Proverbs 3:5 we learn that we should ______________ in the Lord and not in
_______________.


2. Through grace, God gives us the trust we hear of in Proverbs 3:5. That is what makes us
God’s _______________.


3. God expects much of each of us because we are his _____________.


4. Jacob obeyed the Lord and moved his family to Egypt.  This reminds us that we need
to be ______________ to the Lord’s will in our own lives.


5. Joseph followed in the ways of the Lord even when his young life was filled with
troubles.  The Lord continued to strengthen Joseph and bless him with two sons,
_______________ and _______________.


6. Joseph was blessed when his father came to live in Egypt in the country of
_______________.


7. Through Joseph’s _______________ and _________________ to God, the people of Egypt
learned about the Lord.


8. We must remember that through our _______________ and _______________ as children
of the Lord are showing our faith for God’s power and His love.


9. It is important that we are daily strengthened in the Lord’s Word so that when the
_______________ of Satan seek us we find comfort in the Lord.


10. Jacob and Joseph remained faithful to the Lord.  Both listened and followed the will of
God.  May each of us look forward to joining them in _______________ praising our
Heavenly Father.


Passages


Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His purpose.”


Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”


actions
children
deeds


Ephraim
witness
Goshen


heaven
Manasseh
obedient


ourselves
people


temptations


trust
faithfulness
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Luke 17:3-5 “Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he
repents, forgive him. “And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a


day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him.”  And the apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith.”


Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”


Ephesians 4:32 “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God in Christ forgave you.”


Hymn - Read over TLH #410.  May Jesus be our guide as we travel through our lives here on
earth.  May His strength be our relief that makes us patient and enduring until we are in
heaven.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.


If the way be drear, if the Foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many a woe
To our home we go.


When we seek relief from a longfelt grief;
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring;
Show us that bright shore
Where we weep no more.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand
In our fatherland.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, Your Word is so precious to us because there we see Your hand in the lives
of Your people down through the generations. You have always made all things work
together for the good of those that love You.  As we see these things we pray that You will
give us Your Spirit that we may recognize Your hand in our lives guiding, leading and blessing
us each day. Amen.
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A young son is gone.  A father is struck with heartache at the
absence of his son, his favorite son.  Years pass as the father,
though accepting the death of his son, continues to long for the
boy.  Then years later, completely out of nowhere comes news that
the young man is not dead but alive.  The father, naturally aged
but more so because of the grief in his life, is filled with shock mixed
in with excitement.  


As the picture clears and this good news is verified, the
father learns that not only is his son alive, but also he is a leader in
for the most powerful nation in the world.  To top this all off the son
wants his father to come to the foreign land so that he can take
care of his father.  


This sounds like a made-for-television movie or a title from the best seller’s list but it is
not.  This is the true story of how God uses Joseph to care for his father, Jacob, and at the
same time protecting the Lord’s promise of a Savior to the world during the time of a
worldwide famine.  Let us journey back and learn how the Lord continues to protect while
blessing his people.


Prayer


Lord God, we thank You for showing us Your loving plan for our salvation.  Though
mankind, lost in sin, does evil things yet You continue to show mercy and turn evil into good
for the sake of Your kingdom and our salvation.  Oh Lord, fill us with Your Spirit as we study
Your gracious Word together that Your name may be magnified in our hearts and that Your
kingdom come to us all.  In Your holy name we pray.  Amen.


God directs Jacob to Journey to Egypt - Genesis 46-50


Jacob agrees with his sons to leave
the land of Canaan, a land of famine, and
travel to Egypt.  He agrees to do this only
because he believes it is the Lord’s will. 
Jacob is assured of the Lord’s hand since
the Lord had kept Joseph alive.  To
reassure Jacob, the Lord appeared to
Jacob in a vision and promised to be with
him.  The Lord repeated His promise that
He would make of Jacob’s family a great


nation and would one day return the
family to the promised land of Canaan. 
The total number of Jacob’s household
that moved to Egypt was 70.


Jacob Settles in Goshen
As Jacob and his family neared the


land of Goshen he sent Judah to greet
Joseph.  Joseph and his sons went to the
land of Goshen to meet Jacob.  When
Jacob saw Joseph he was ready to die
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because he now knew that Joseph was
alive.  Joseph presented his family to
Pharaoh.  After a visit, Jacob, now one
hundred and thirty years old, blessed
Pharaoh.  Joseph saw to it that his family
was situated in the land of Goshen which
Pharaoh had given to Joseph’s family.  


The family of Israel lived in the land
of Egypt, the country of Goshen.  There the
Lord blessed them with growth and many
possessions.  Jacob live for another
seventeen years before he died.


Jacob Blesses Joseph's Sons
As was the custom in those days


when a family member was about to die,
the time had come for Jacob to pass on
the family blessings.  When Joseph heard
that his father’s health was failing he took
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to
their grandfather.  The blessing Joseph
would have received Jacob gave to
Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 
Jacob went on to bless all of his sons.  The
special blessing, the blessing of the Savior
did not go to the first born, Reuben, but
Judah.  


Jacob's Last Words to His Sons
When Jacob finished blessing all of his


sons, he breathed his last and died at the
age of one hundred forty-seven years.
Joseph had the Egyptian physicians embalm
 his father’s body so that it could be carried
back to Canaan for burial.  All Egypt
mourned for Joseph’s father for seventy
days.  Pharaoh gave his permission to


Joseph allowing him to go with his brothers
to the land of Canaan and bury his father.


Joseph Reassures his Brothers
When Joseph and his brothers


returned from Canaan a fear came over the
brothers.  Now that their father was dead the
brothers were concerned that Joseph would
carry out an act of revenge on them for
being mean to Joseph.  After all it was their
desire to get rid of Joseph and the act of
selling him into slavery that was very tough
on their father, Jacob.  Joseph reassured his
brothers of the Lord’s hand.  Joseph pointed
out to them that the Lord used their evil and
turned it into good.  By having Joseph in
Egypt the Lord provided a way to save his
family from the famine.  Moreover, the Lord
provided the way for the promise of a Savior
to be preserved.


Death of Joseph
Joseph was blessed with a good life in


Egypt.  His family grew and he had the joy of
seeing his grandchildren.  Before Joseph
died he reminded his family that the Lord
would move them back to the promised
land of Canaan.  He made his family
promise that when they went back to
Canaan they were to take his body with
them.  Joseph died at the age of one
hundred ten years; his body was embalmed
and placed in a coffin awaiting the day
when it would be transported back to
Canaan with his family.


Outer Aim - God builds and preserves His chosen nation from which the Christ
would be born.


What the Story Tells Us -Choose the correct answer.


1. Jacob [blessed – did not believe] his sons when they returned from their second journey
to Egypt bearing gifts from Joseph.
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2. The Lord appeared to Jacob [during the day – in a vision] reassuring him that going to
Egypt was the right thing to do.


3. The Lord [did – did not] promise to return Jacob’s family to Canaan.


4. Joseph was [excited – sad] to see his father again.


5. [Joseph – Pharaoh] gave Jacob and his family the land of Goshen to live in.


6. [True or False] Being pleased with everything that Joseph had done for Egypt,
Pharaoh blessed Jacob.


7. Jacob was [130 – 147] when he moved to Egypt.


8. As Jacob’s health [improved – failed] Joseph, his sons, and his brothers gathered to
receive their blessings from their father.


9. Jacob gave the blessing of a Savior to [Joseph – Judah].


10. Joseph was [117 – 110] years old when he died.


Inner Aim  - God’s hand supports and saves those who put their
trust and faith in Him.


What the Bible Tells Us - Use the following for Group Discussion.


1. When a relative, friend, or neighbor is grieved by the lost of a family member how can
we help them deal with this grief?


2. God shows Jacob and his family that by remaining obedient to Him He can help
overcome personal grief, brotherly hatred, and worldwide famine.  What should this
reminder move us to remember?


3. Jacob was an elderly man by this time.  He had dealt with many issues during his 130
years.  Faced with death because of the famine and aware of the instructions of his
forefathers to live in the land of Canaan, Jacob realized the hand of the Lord and
moves to Egypt.  The Lord reassures Jacob by appearing to him and repeating His
promises.  How does the Lord reassure us as we continue on our life’s journey on earth?
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4. The Lord had a plan and Joseph was part of it.  Through Joseph’s faithfulness to God,
the Lord blessed all of Egypt and the countries that surrounded it.  Pharaoh and the
people of Egypt were grateful to Joseph and his God.  How did Joseph’s words and
actions while in Egypt help to spread the knowledge of the only true God?


5. What are some ways that we, living in the foreign world called earth, can show our
love for God and spread His love to all?


6. The time had come for Jacob to pass on the blessing of a Savior.  In giving the blessing
to Judah, Jacob reminded all of his children of the comfort that this Savior would
bring.  Name several times and/or ways that we should discuss the comfort of the
Savior with our family; with our relatives; with our community; with the world.


7. Jacob blessed the most powerful, earthly ruler in his day, Pharaoh.  How should we
treat those who have been placed in authority over us at home, at school, in our
community, and in our country?


8. The reunion of Jacob and Joseph was a joyful occasion.  Sometimes reunions are not
joyful because of disagreements among family members.  This was evident with
Joseph and his brothers after Jacob died.  Joseph’s brothers, even after seeing,
hearing, and living all the events of the past several years, feared the power of an
earthly ruler, Joseph, instead of the heavenly king God.  Joseph had to point out to his
brothers God’s hand in everything that had happened.  God may turn what is evil into
our good.  Give examples of how we can prepare now so that our family reunions will
be joyous occasions both the reunions here on earth and our reunion in heaven.
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Passages


Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His purpose.”


Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”


Luke 17:3-5 “Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he
repents, forgive him. “And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a


day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him.”  And the apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith.”


Matthew 6:12 “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”


Ephesians 4:32 “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as
God in Christ forgave you.”


Hymn - Read over TLH #410.  May Jesus be our guide as we travel through our lives here on
earth.  May His strength be our relief that makes us patient and enduring until we are in
heaven.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
And although the way be cheerless,
We will follow calm and fearless.
Guide us by Thy hand
To our fatherland.


If the way be drear, if the Foe be near,
Let not faithless fears o’ertake us;
Let not faith and hope forsake us;
For through many a woe
To our home we go.


When we seek relief from a longfelt grief;
When temptations come alluring,
Make us patient and enduring;
Show us that bright shore
Where we weep no more.


Jesus, lead Thou on till our rest is won;
Heav’nly Leader, still direct us,
Still support, control, protect us,
Till we safely stand
In our fatherland.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, Your Word is so precious to us because there we see Your hand in the lives
of Your people down through the generations. You have always made all things work
together for the good of those that love You.  As we see these things we pray that You will
give us Your Spirit that we may recognize Your hand in our lives guiding, leading and blessing
us each day. Amen.
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The Story


Who is Joseph?  How did Joseph’s brothers
treat him?  Where was Joseph taken by the
traveling merchants?  Today we will learn
what happened to Joseph in Egypt and how
God was preparing him to become a ruler in
Egypt.


When Joseph arrived in Egypt with
the traveling merchants, he was sold to a
man named Potiphar.  Potiphar was a
captain for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. 
Joseph became Potiphar’s slave; he had
to do everything that Potiphar told him to
do.


At first Joseph was just another
servant in Potiphar’s house.  Soon Potiphar
noticed that there was something special
about Joseph.  Potiphar saw that Joseph
believed in God and that God was with
Joseph in all that he did.  Everything that
Joseph did for Potiphar turned out well. 
Potiphar thought, “The one Joseph calls
Lord is with him.  Joseph’s God makes him
successful in all that he does.”


Potiphar gave Joseph more jobs to
do in his house.  Finally, he made Joseph in
charge over all of his house and all that he
had.  Potiphar trusted Joseph with
everything.


Potiphar’s wife, however, was a
wicked woman.  She noticed that Joseph
was a very handsome young man. Sinful
thoughts came into her heart.  One day
she asked Joseph, “Come, be like a
husband to me.” 


Joseph told her, “No,” at once.  He
said, “My master put me in charge over his
whole house.  He trusts me, and you are his
wife.  I cannot do this thing with you.  How
can I do this great wickedness and sin
against God?”


But Potiphar’s wife kept on
trying to make Joseph sin with her. 
Each time she asked him, Joseph
would say, “No.”


Finally, one day, as Joseph was
doing his work and no one else was
nearby, Potiphar’s wife caught hold
of his robe and begged him to sin
with her.  Joseph immediately ran
out of the house and left his robe in
her hand.


Potiphar’s wife was very angry
with Joseph because he dared to
say, “No,” to her!  She then called
the other servants together and told
them a lie.  She told them that
Joseph had tried to make her sin
with him!  When Potiphar came
home, she told him the lie and
showed him Joseph’s robe.


Potiphar was very angry when
he heard his wife’s story.  He had
Joseph thrown into prison.  Joseph
was sent to a special prison where
officers of Pharaoh were sent when
they had done some crime while
they were serving him.


Joseph in Prison
Joseph had to stay in the king’s


prison.  This did not mean that God
had forgotten all about Joseph.  The
keeper of the prison liked Joseph
very much and he trusted him.  He
eventually made Joseph his helper. 
That meant that Joseph had the job
of looking after the other prisoners.  It
was in this way that God was
blessing Joseph while he was in
prison.


One day, two of the Pharaoh’s
officers were put into that same
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prison.  One of these men was the chief
butler and the other man was the chief
baker.  Joseph was also in charge of these
two prisoners.


It happened that one night, both of
these prisoners had dreams.  Joseph
noticed the next morning that they looked
sad and confused.  He asked them what
the problem was and they said, “We have
had dreams, but there isn’t anyone that
can tell us what these dreams mean.”


Joseph told them that it was God’s
business to explain dreams, but he asked
them to tell him about their dreams.


The chief butler told his dream first. 
He said, “In my dream I saw a vine sprout
and it grew three branches.  The branches
sprouted and blossomed. Bunches of ripe
grapes appeared on the branches.  I was
holding Pharaoh’s cup in my hand, and I
took the grapes and squeezed them into
Pharaoh’s cup.  I then gave the cup of
juice to Pharaoh to drink.”


Joseph said, “This is the meaning of
your dream.  The three branches stand for
three days.  In three days Pharaoh is going
to let you out of prison and make you his
chief butler again.”  Joseph also added,
“But remember me when this happens. 
Please be kind and tell Pharaoh about me. 
I was taken out of my country and I have
done nothing wrong for which I should be
put in prison.”


The chief baker was happy to hear
the meaning of the chief butler’s dream so
he told his dream to Joseph.  He said, “In
my dream I saw myself with three baskets
of baked goods on my head.  But the birds
came and ate the bread out of the
baskets.”


Joseph then told him, “The three
baskets also stand for three days.  In three
days the Pharaoh will cut off your head


and hang your body on a tree.  The
birds will eat the flesh off your
bones.”


Three days later Pharaoh had
a birthday and had a big
celebration.  He had his men bring
the butler back to the palace and
he was given his job back.  But
Pharaoh had the chief baker
hanged on a tree just as Joseph said
he would.


The chief butler, however,
forgot all about Joseph and didn’t
tell Pharaoh all of the things that
Joseph had asked him to say.


Joseph Made Ruler
Two years passed and Joseph


was still in prison.  It was then that
Pharaoh himself had a dream.  He
dreamed that he was near the Nile
River and he saw something very
strange.  Out of the river came seven
very fine, fat cows that began eating
the rich grasses by the river.  After
that seven very skinny, hungry-
looking cows also came out of the
river and stood beside the seven fat
cows.  The skinny cows then ate the
healthy cows.  Then Pharaoh woke
up.  He soon fell asleep again and
had another very strange dream.  In
a field he saw a stalk with seven
plump, full heads of grain.  Then
seven more heads grew out of the
stalk.  These grains were dry and
shriveled.  The thin heads then
swallowed up the plump heads! 
Pharaoh woke up and he was very
troubled about these two dreams.


Pharaoh called all of his
magicians and wise men and told
them about his dreams but none of
them could tell him what the dreams







Old Testament 4 Joseph in Egypt  - Level 1


meant.  It was then that the chief butler
remembered Joseph.  He told Pharaoh,
“When I and the chief baker were in
prison, we too, had dreams that troubled
us.  There was a young Hebrew man there
who was the helper in the prison.  He
explained to us the meaning of our
dreams. Everything came true just as he
had told us it would.”


Pharaoh called for Joseph right
away.  After Joseph had shaved and had
changed his clothes, he was brought
before the king.


Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had
dreams, but there is no one that can tell
me what they mean.  I heard that you can
explain dreams.”


Joseph answered, “I do not have
that kind of power, but God will give you
the answer to these dreams.”


Pharaoh told his two dreams to
Joseph.  Joseph then told Pharaoh, “Both
of your dreams have the same meaning. 
Through these dreams God has shown
what He will do here in Egypt.  The seven
good cows and the seven good heads of
grain stand for seven good years.  More
than enough food will grow during these
seven good years.  The seven skinny cows
and the seven shriveled heads of grain
stand for seven bad years. After the seven
good years, there will be seven bad years. 
The famine will be so bad that hardly
anything will grow.”


“God sent these two dreams for a
good reason.  God wants you to know
that He has decided to do this and it will
happen soon.  You should get ready for
the seven bad years.  You should choose
a very wise man to be in charge of
gathering food from all over Egypt.  Have
men from all over the country help with
this.  Let them store up food in the cities


during the seven good years so that
there will be plenty of food on hand
during the seven bad years.  You
and your people will not starve and
die during the famine.”


Pharaoh thought that this plan
was a good one.  He chose Joseph
to be the man in charge of storing
up food in Egypt.  He said, “Since
God has shown you the meaning of
the dreams, there is no man as wise
as you are in all of Egypt.  You will be
the most important ruler in Egypt. 
Only I, Pharaoh, will be higher than
you.”  He  gave Joseph his special
ring which showed that Joseph had
power to rule.  He also gave Joseph
fine clothes. Joseph was also given
one of Pharoah’s chariots so that the
Egyptian people would know that
Joseph was to be honored just like
Pharoah.


The seven years came and
plenty of food was saved in
storehouses all over Egypt.  Then the
seven bad years came, just as God
had said it would.  Pharaoh had the
hungry people go to Joseph. Joseph
made sure that food was passed out
to them.  The famine was
everywhere around Egypt as well.
People from other countries came to
Joseph in Egypt to buy grain so that
they would not starve and die.


God watched over and
blessed Joseph’s life.


God watches over us and
guides and blesses our lives


for our good.
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Activity One - Color the puzzle and cut the pieces apart.  Then put the puzzle
together to remind us that God blesses us. (You may want to glue the paper to poster board
before cutting out pieces.)
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Passages


Hebrews 13:5b -  "I will never leave you nor forsake you."


Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.


Hymn - TLH #457, v. 2


Have we trials and temptations?  
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,  
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful  
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness – 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, we know we are tempted to sin daily.  Please help us to
overcome those temptations and not sin.  We also know that we will have
troubles and hard times in our lives.  We thank You for always being with us,
ready to help us in those hard times.  We also thank You for dying on the cross
for us to forgive all of our sins.  In Your name we pray, Amen.
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Joseph in Egypt
Genesis 39 - 41


 


Who is Joseph?  How did his brothers treat him?  Where was Joseph taken by the traveling
merchants?  Today we will learn what happened to Joseph in Egypt and how God was
preparing him to become a ruler in Egypt.
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The Story
When Joseph arrived in Egypt with the


traveling merchants, he was sold to a man
named Potiphar.  Potiphar was a captain for
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  He became
Potiphar’s slave. He had to do everything that
Potiphar told him to do.


At first, Joseph was just another servant in
Potiphar’s house, but it did not take long for
Potiphar to notice that there was something
special about Joseph.  Potiphar saw that
Joseph believed in God and that He was with
Joseph in all that he did.  Everything that
Joseph did for Potiphar turned out well. 
Potiphar thought, “The one Joseph calls Lord is
with him.  His Lord makes Joseph successful in
all that he does.”


Potiphar gave Joseph more jobs to do in
his house.  Finally, he put Joseph in charge of all
of his house and all that he had.  Potiphar
trusted Joseph with everything.


Potiphar’s wife, however, was a wicked
woman.  She noticed that Joseph was a very
handsome young man and sinful desires came
into her heart.  One day she asked Joseph,
“Come, be like a husband to me.” 


Joseph told her, “No,” at once.  He said,
“My master put me in charge of his whole
house.  He trusts me, and you are his wife.  I
cannot do this thing with you.  How can I do this
great wickedness and sin against God?”


But Potiphar’s wife kept on trying to make
Joseph sin with her.  Each time she asked him,
Joseph would say, “No.”  Finally, one day as
Joseph was doing his work and no one else was
nearby, Potiphar’s wife caught hold of his robe
and begged him to sin with her.  Joseph
immediately ran out of the house and left his
robe in her hand.


Potiphar’s wife was very angry with
Joseph because he dared to say “No” to her! 
She then called the other servants together and
told them a lie.  She told them that Joseph had
tried to make her sin with him!  When Potiphar
came home, she told him the lie and showed
him Joseph’s robe.


Potiphar was very angry when he
heard his wife’s story.  He had Joseph
thrown into prison.  Joseph was sent to a
special prison where officers of Pharaoh
were sent when they had done some
crime while they were serving him.


Joseph in Prison
Joseph had to stay in Pharaoh’s


prison, but this did not mean that God
had forgotten all about him.  The keeper
of the prison liked Joseph very much and
trusted him.  He eventually made Joseph
his helper.  That meant that Joseph had
the job of looking after the other
prisoners.  It was in this way that God was
blessing Joseph while he was in prison.


One day, two of the Pharaoh’s
officers were put into this prison because
they had done something wrong against
Pharaoh.  One of these men was the
chief butler and the other man was the
chief baker.  Joseph was also in charge
of these two prisoners.


It happened that one night both of
these prisoners had dreams.  Joseph
noticed the next morning that they
looked sad and confused.  He asked
them what the problem was and they
said, “We have had dreams, but there
isn’t anyone who can tell us what these
dreams mean.”


Joseph told them that it was God’s
business to explain dreams, but he asked
them to tell him about their dreams.


The chief butler told his dream first. 
He said, “In my dream, I saw a vine sprout
and it grew three branches.  The
branches then sprouted and blossomed
and then bunches of ripe grapes
appeared on the branches.  I was
holding Pharaoh’s cup in my hand, and I
took the grapes and squeezed them into
Pharaoh’s cup.  I then gave the cup of
juice to Pharaoh to drink.”


Joseph said, “This is the meaning of
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your dream.  The three branches stand for three
days.  In three days, Pharaoh is going to let you
out of prison and make you his chief butler
again.”  Joseph also added, “But remember
me when this happens.  Please be kind and tell
Pharaoh about me.  I was taken out of my
country and I have done nothing wrong for
which I should have been put into prison.”


The chief baker was happy to hear the
meaning of the chief butler’s dream, so he told
his dream to Joseph.  He said, “In my dream I
saw myself with three baskets of baked goods
on my head.  But the birds came and ate the
bread out of the baskets.”


Joseph then told him, “The three baskets
also stand for three days.  In three days, the
Pharaoh will cut off your head and hang your
body on a tree.  The birds will eat the flesh off
your bones.”


Three days later, Pharaoh had a big
celebration for his birthday.  He had his men
bring the butler back to the palace and give
him back his job.  But Pharaoh had the chief
baker hanged on a tree, just as Joseph said he
would.


The chief butler, however, forgot all
about Joseph and didn’t tell Pharaoh all of the
things that Joseph had asked him to say.


Joseph Made Ruler
Two years passed and Joseph was still in


prison.  It was then that Pharaoh himself had a
dream.  He dreamed that he was near the Nile
River and he saw something very strange.  Out
of the river came seven very fine, fat cows that
began eating the rich grasses by the river.  After
that, seven very skinny, hungry-looking cows
also came out of the river and stood beside the
seven fat cows.  The skinny cows then ate the
healthy cows. Pharaoh woke up.


He soon fell asleep again and had
another very strange dream.  In a field, he saw
a stalk with seven plump, full heads of grain. 
Seven more heads grew out of the stalk.  These
grains were dry and shriveled.  The thin heads
then swallowed up the plump heads!  Then
Pharaoh woke up and he was very troubled


about these two dreams.
Pharaoh called all of his magicians


and wise men and told them about his
dreams, but none of them could tell him
what the dreams meant.  It was then that
the chief butler remembered Joseph.  He
told Pharaoh, “When the chief baker and
I were in prison, we, too, had dreams that
troubled us.  There was a young Hebrew
man there who was the helper in the
prison.  He explained to us the meaning
of our dreams and everything came true
just as he had told us it would.”


Pharaoh called for Joseph right
away.  After Joseph had shaved and
changed his clothes, he was brought
before Pharaoh.


Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have
had dreams, but there is no one that can
tell me what they mean.  I heard that you
can explain dreams.”


Joseph answered, “I do not have
that kind of power, but God will give you
the answer to these dreams.”


Pharaoh told his two dreams to
Joseph.  Joseph then told Pharaoh, “Both
of your dreams have the same meaning. 
Through these dreams, God has shown
what He will do here in Egypt.  The seven
good cows and the seven good heads of
grain stand for seven good years.  More
than enough food will grow during these
seven good years.  The seven skinny cows
and the seven shriveled heads of grain
stand for seven bad years. After the
seven good years, there will be seven
bad years.  The famine will be so bad
that hardly anything will grow.”


“God sent these two dreams for a
good reason.  God wants you to know
what He has decided to do and that it
will happen soon.  You should get ready
for the seven bad years.  You should
choose a very wise man to be in charge
of gathering food from all over Egypt. 
Have men from all over the country help
with this.  Let them store up food in the
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cities during the seven good years so that there
will be plenty of food on hand during the seven
bad years.  You and your people will not starve
and die during the famine.”


Pharaoh thought that this plan was a
good one.  He chose Joseph to be the man in
charge of storing up food in Egypt.  He said,
“Since God has shown you the meaning of the
dreams, there is no man as wise as you are in all
of Egypt.  You will be the most important ruler in
Egypt.  Only I, Pharaoh, will be higher than you.” 
Pharaoh gave Joseph his special ring showing 
that Joseph had the power to rule.  He also
gave Joseph fine clothes and one of his
chariots so


that the Egyptian people would know
that Joseph was to be honored as a ruler
in Egypt.


Seven years passed and plenty of
food was saved in storehouses all over
Egypt.  Then the seven bad years came,
just as God had said they would. 
Pharaoh sent the hungry people to
Joseph, who made sure that food was
passed out to them.  The famine was
everywhere around Egypt as well, and
people from other countries came to
Joseph in Egypt to buy grain so that they
would not starve and die.


God watched over and blessed Joseph’s life.
Passages
Hebrews 13:5b -  "I will never leave you nor


forsake you."


Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.


Acts 17:28a - For in Him we live and move
and have our being.


Genesis 39:9b - "How then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?"


Activity One - Number the following events in order (1 - 9) in Joseph’s life.


_____ Potiphar’s wife lies about Joseph.


_____ Joseph appears before Pharaoh.


_____ Joseph is sold as a slave to Potiphar in Egypt.


_____ The chief butler and the chief baker have dreams.


_____ Pharaoh makes Joseph a ruler in Egypt.


_____ Joseph is put into prison.


_____ Joseph tells the chief butler and chief baker what their dreams mean.


_____ Joseph explains the meaning of Pharaoh’s dreams.


_____ Pharaoh has two dreams.


God watches over us and guides and blesses our lives for our good.
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Start


Stop


Hymn - TLH #457, v. 2, 3
Have we trials and temptations?  
Is there trouble anywhere:
We should never be discouraged,  
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful  
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness – 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.


Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our Refuge – Take
it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there.


Activity Two -God prepared Joseph to be a ruler through his experiences in Egypt. 
Begin at the “Start.”  Write the letters in order on the lines below to reveal a passage that
reminds us that God has a plan for us.


                                W  H  O  L  O
F  O  R  G  O           E                 V  E  G  O  D
R                O           S
E                D           O             L  A  W  O  N  K
H                T  O  T  H             L                      E
T                                              T                      W  D  N  A   
E                                              H
G  O  T  K  R  O  W  S  G  N  I


“___ ___ ___   ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___


___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___.”


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, we know we are tempted to sin daily.  Please help us to
overcome these temptations and not sin.  We also know that we will have
troubles and hard times in our lives.  We thank You for always being with us,
ready to help us in hard times.  We also thank You for dying on the cross for us to
forgive all of our sins.  In Your name, Amen.
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Joseph in Egypt
Genesis 39 - 41


 


Have you ever had troubles in your life?
Have you wondered why these things happen?
Joseph suffered many hardships while he was in
Egypt, but God did not forget about him.  God
had a plan for him.  We, too, realize that God is
always with us and has a plan for us as well.


Prayer


Dear Lord,
As we study today about Joseph’s experiences in Egypt, help us to


understand Your reason for it by seeing how Joseph and all of Your children
benefitted from his situation.  Help us also remember that You are constantly
our Guide.  Amen.


The Story - Genesis 39 - 41 A Paraphrase


When Joseph arrived in Egypt with
the traveling merchants, he was sold to a
man named Potiphar.  Potiphar was a
Captain for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  He
became Potiphar’s slave; he had to do
everything that Potiphar told him to do.


At first Joseph was just another
servant in Potiphar’s house.  But it did not
take long for Potiphar to notice that there
was something special about Joseph. 
Potiphar saw that Joseph believed in God
and that He was with Joseph in all that he
did.  Everything that Joseph did for
Potiphar turned out well.  Potiphar thought,
“The one Joseph calls Lord is with him.  His
Lord makes Joseph successful in all that he
does.”


Potiphar gave Joseph more jobs to
do in his house.  Finally he made Joseph his


steward, the man in charge over all of his
house and all that he had.  Potiphar
trusted Joseph with everything.


Potiphar’s wife, however, was a
wicked woman.  She noticed that Joseph
was a very handsome young man and
sinful desires came into her heart.  One day
she asked Joseph, “Come, be like a
husband to me.” 


Joseph told her “No,” at once.  He
said, “My master put me in charge over his
whole house.  He trusts me, and you are his
wife.  I cannot do this thing with you.  How
can I do this great wickedness and sin
against God?”


But Potiphar’s wife kept on trying to
make Joseph sin with her.  Each time she
asked him, Joseph would say, “No.”  Finally
one day as Joseph was doing his work and







Old Testament 2 Joseph in Egypt  - Level 3


no one else was nearby, Potiphar’s wife
caught hold of his robe and begged him
to sin with her.  Joseph immediately ran out
of the house and left his robe in her hand.


Potiphar’s wife was very angry with
Joseph because he dared to say “No” to
her!  She then called the other servants
together and told them a lie.  She told
them that Joseph had tried to make her sin
with him!  When Potiphar came home, she
told him the lie and showed him Joseph’s
robe.


Potiphar was very angry when he
heard his wife’s story.  He had Joseph
thrown into prison.  Joseph was sent to a
special prison where officers of Pharaoh
were sent when they had done some
crime while they were serving him.


Joseph in Prison
Joseph had to stay in the king’s


prison.  This did not mean that God had
forgotten all about Joseph.  The keeper of
the prison liked Joseph very much and he
trusted him.  He eventually made Joseph
his helper.  That meant that Joseph had
the job of looking after the other prisoners. 
It was in this way that God was blessing
Joseph while he was in prison.


One day two of the Pharaoh’s
officers were put into that same prison
because they had done something wrong
against Pharaoh.  One of these men was
the chief butler and the other man was the
chief baker.  Joseph was also in charge of
these two prisoners.


It happened that one night both of
these prisoners had dreams.  Joseph
noticed the next morning that they looked
sad and confused.  He asked them what
the problem was and they said, “We have
had dreams, but there isn’t anyone that
can tell us what these dreams mean.”


Joseph told them that it was God’s
business to explain dreams, but he asked
them to tell him about their dreams.


The chief butler told his dream first. 


He said, “In my dream I saw a vine sprout
and it grew three branches.  The branches
then sprouted and blossomed and then
bunches of ripe grapes appeared on the
branches.  I was holding Pharaoh’s cup in
my hand, and I took the grapes and
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup.  I then
gave the cup of juice to Pharaoh to drink.”


Joseph said, “This is the meaning of
your dream.  The three branches stand for
three days.  In three days Pharaoh is going
to let you out of prison and make you his
chief butler again.”  Joseph also added,
“But remember me when this happens. 
Please be kind and tell Pharaoh about me. 
I was taken out of my country and I have
done nothing wrong for which I should be
put in prison.”


The chief baker was happy to hear
the meaning of the chief butler’s dream so
he told his dream to Joseph.  He said, “In
my dream I saw myself with three baskets
of baked goods on my head.  But the birds
came and ate the bread out of the
baskets.”


Joseph then told him, “The three
baskets also stand for three days.  In three
days the Pharaoh will cut off your head
and hang your body on a tree.  The birds
will eat the flesh off your bones.”


Three days later Pharaoh had a
birthday and had a big celebration.  He
had his men bring the butler back to the
palace and he was given his job back.  But
Pharaoh had the chief baker hanged on a
tree just as Joseph said he would.


The chief butler, however, forgot all
about Joseph and didn’t tell Pharaoh all of
the things that Joseph had asked him to
say.


Joseph Made Ruler
Two years passed and Joseph was


still in prison.  It was then that Pharaoh
himself had a dream.  He dreamed that he
was near the Nile River and he saw
something very strange.  Out of the river
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came seven very fine, fat cows that began
eating the rich grasses by the river.  After
that seven very skinny, hungry-looking
cows also came out of the river and stood
beside the seven fat cows.  The skinny
cows then ate the healthy cows.  Then
Pharaoh woke up.  He soon fell asleep
again and had another very strange
dream.  In a field he saw a stalk with seven
plump, full heads of grain.  Then seven
more heads grew out of the stalk.  These
grains were dry and shriveled.  The thin
heads then swallowed up the plump
heads!  Then Pharaoh woke up and he was
very troubled about these two dreams.


Pharaoh called all of his magicians
and wise men and told them about his
dreams but none of them could tell him
what the dreams meant.  It was then that
the chief butler remembered Joseph.  He
told Pharaoh, “When the chief baker and  I
were in prison, we too, had dreams that
troubled us.  There was a young Hebrew
man there who was the helper in the
prison.  He explained to us the meaning of
our dreams and everything came true just
as he had told us it would.”


Pharaoh called for Joseph right
away.  After Joseph had shaved and had
changed his clothes, he was brought
before the king.


Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had
dreams, but there is no one that can tell
me what they mean.  I heard that you can
explain dreams.”


Joseph answered, “I do not have
that kind of power, but God will give you
the answer to these dreams.”


Pharaoh told his two dreams to
Joseph.  Joseph then told Pharaoh, “Both
of your dreams have the same meaning. 
Through these dreams God has shown
what He will do here in Egypt.  The seven
good cows and the seven good heads of
grain stand for seven good years.  More


than enough food will grow during these
seven good years.  The seven skinny cows
and the seven shriveled heads of grain
stand for seven bad years. After the seven
good years there will be seven bad years. 
The famine will be so bad that hardly
anything will grow.”


“God sent these two dreams for a
good reason.  God wants you to know that
He had decided to do this and it will
happen soon.  You should get ready for
the seven bad years.  You should choose a
very wise man to be in charge of gathering
food from all over Egypt.  Have men from
all over the country help with this.  Let them
store up food in the cities during the seven
good years so that there will be plenty of
food on hand during the seven bad years. 
You and your people will not starve and
die during the famine.”


Pharaoh thought that this plan was a
good one.  He chose Joseph to be that
man in charge of storing up food in Egypt. 
He said, “Since God has shown you the
meaning of the dreams, there is no man as
wise as you are in all of Egypt.  You will be
the most important ruler in Egypt.  Only I,
Pharaoh, will be higher than you.”  He then
gave Joseph his special ring which showed
that he had the power to rule.  He also
gave Joseph fine clothes and had him ride
in one of his chariots so that the Egyptian
people would know that he was to be
honored as a ruler in Egypt.


The seven good years came and
plenty of food was saved in storehouses all
over Egypt.  Then the seven bad years
came, just as God had said it would. 
Pharaoh had the hungry people go to
Joseph, and he made sure that food was
passed out to them.  But the famine was
everywhere around Egypt as well, and
people from other countries came to
Joseph in Egypt to buy grain so that they
would not starve and die.
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Outer Aim - God watched over and blessed Joseph’s life.


What the Story Tells Us -  Read each statement below.  If the statement is true, write
True on the line.  If the statement is not true, write the word on the line that would replace
the underlined word to make the statement true.  Note, do not write False on any line.


1. _______________ When Joseph arrived in Egypt, he became a servant in
Pharaoh’s household.


2. _______________ Potiphar made Joseph his chief baker.


3. _______________ Joseph told Potiphar’s wife, “How can I do this great
wickedness and sin against Potiphar?”


4. _______________ Potiphar had Joseph put into prison.


5. _______________ Joseph interpreted the dreams of Potiphar’s chief butler
and chief baker.


6. _______________ The chief baker got his job back in Pharaoh’s palace.


7. _______________ Joseph was brought before Pharaoh so that he could
stand trial.


8. _______________ Pharaoh made Joseph second in command, and Pharaoh
was the only one with higher governmental authority.


9. _______________ God gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams and also
the wisdom to rule all of Africa.


Inner Aim - As God guided and blessed Joseph’s life, so our Lord does for us.
Our God watches over and blesses the lives of His children. God guides our
lives for our good.
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What the Bible Tells Us - Look up the following passages and fill in the missing words. 
Then discuss with your class how these passages apply to us in our lives, as they also did in
Joseph’s life.


Philippians 2:13:  “For it is __________ who works in you both to


__________ and to do for His __________   ________________.”


Romans 8:28:  “and we know that _____ things work together for 


_________ to __________ who love God, to those who are the


 _______________ according to His ________________________.”


Acts 17:28a:  “For in __________ we __________ and __________ and


have  our ________________.”
Passages


1 Corinthians 10:31 -  Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.


1 Corinthians 10:13  -  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with


the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


Hymn - TLH #457, v. 1-3


What a Friend we have in Jesus,  
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry  
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer!


Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful  
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness –
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Are we weak and heavy laden,  
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our Refuge – 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,  
Thou wilt find a solace there.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, I know You are always with me, guiding me, protecting me,
and making all things work out for my good.  Please give me strength to
overcome temptation, for without You I am helpless against the attacks of the
devil. Please help me to give all glory to You for the gifts and abilities with which
You have blessed me.  Please forgive me all my sins and keep me forever as
Your child and heir.  In Jesus saving name.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Joseph in Egypt - Level 4      6/27/06


Joseph in Egypt
Genesis 39 - 41


 


Have you ever had troubles in your life?
Are there times when you feel alone, as though your
friends have deserted you?
What do you do for help and comfort at these times?
Have you wondered why these things happen?
Joseph suffered many hardships while he was in Egypt, but
God did not forget about him.  God had a plan for him. 
We, too, realize that God is always with us and has a plan
for us as well.


Prayer


Dear Lord, As we study today about Joseph’s experiences in Egypt, help us to understand
Your reason for it by seeing how Joseph and all of Your children benefited from his situation. 
Help us also remember that You are constantly our Guide.  Amen.


The Story - Genesis 39 - 41 A Paraphrase


When Joseph arrived in Egypt with
the traveling merchants, he was sold to a
man named Potiphar.  Potiphar was a
Captain for Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.  He
became Potiphar’s slave; he had to do
everything that Potiphar told him to do.


At first Joseph was just another
servant in Potiphar’s house.  But it did not
take long for Potiphar to notice that there
was something special about Joseph. 
Potiphar saw that Joseph believed in God
and that He was with Joseph in all that he
did.  Everything that Joseph did for
Potiphar turned out well.  Potiphar thought,
“The one Joseph calls Lord is with him.  His
Lord makes Joseph successful in all that he
does.”


Potiphar gave Joseph more jobs to
do in his house.  Finally he made Joseph in


charge over all of his house and all that he
had.  Potiphar trusted Joseph with
everything.


Potiphar’s wife, however, was a
wicked woman.  She noticed that Joseph
was a very handsome young man and
sinful desires came into her heart.  One day
she asked Joseph, “Come, be like a
husband to me.” 


Joseph told her “No,” at once.  He
said, “My master put me in charge over his
whole house.  He trusts me, and you are his
wife.  I cannot do this thing with you.  How
can I do this great wickedness and sin
against God?”


But Potiphar’s wife kept on trying to
make Joseph sin with her.  Each time she
asked him, Joseph would say, “No.”  Finally
one day as Joseph was doing his work and
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no one else was nearby, Potiphar’s wife
caught hold of his robe and begged him
to sin with her.  Joseph immediately ran out
of the house and left his robe in her hand.


Potiphar’s wife was very angry with
Joseph because he dared to say “No” to
her!  She then called the other servants
together and told them a lie.  She told
them that Joseph had tried to make her sin
with him!  When Potiphar came home, she
told him the lie and showed him Joseph’s
robe.


Potiphar was very angry when he
heard his wife’s story.  He had Joseph
thrown into prison.  Joseph was sent to a
special prison where officers of Pharaoh
were sent when they had done some
crime while they were serving him.


Joseph in Prison
Joseph had to stay in the king’s


prison.  This did not mean that God had
forgotten all about Joseph.  The keeper of
the prison liked Joseph very much and he
trusted him.  He eventually made Joseph
his helper.  That meant that Joseph had
the job of looking after the other prisoners. 
It was in this way that God was blessing
Joseph while he was in prison.


One day two of the Pharaoh’s
officers were put into that same prison
because they had done something wrong
against Pharaoh.  One of these men was
the chief butler and the other man was the
chief baker.  Joseph was also in charge of
these two prisoners.


It happened that one night both of
these prisoners had dreams.  Joseph
noticed the next morning that they looked
sad and confused.  He asked them what
the problem was, and they said, “We have
had dreams, but there isn’t anyone that
can tell us what these dreams mean.”


Joseph told them that it was God’s
business to explain dreams, but he asked
them to tell him about their dreams.


The chief butler told his dream first. 
He said, “In my dream I saw a vine sprout,
and it grew three branches.  The branches
then sprouted and blossomed and then
bunches of ripe grapes appeared on the
branches.  I was holding Pharaoh’s cup in
my hand, and I took the grapes and
squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup.  I then
gave the cup of juice to Pharaoh to drink.”


Joseph said, “This is the meaning of
your dream.  The three branches stand for
three days.  In three days Pharaoh is going
to let you out of prison and make you his
chief butler again.”  Joseph also added,
“But remember me when this happens. 
Please be kind and tell Pharaoh about me. 
I was taken out of my country and I have
done nothing wrong for which I should be
put in prison.”


The chief baker was happy to hear
the meaning of the chief butler’s dream so
he told his dream to Joseph.  He said, “In
my dream I saw myself with three baskets
of baked goods on my head.  But the birds
came and ate the bread out of the
baskets.”


Joseph then told him, “The three
baskets also stand for three days.  In three
days the Pharaoh will cut off your head
and hang your body on a tree.  The birds
will eat the flesh off your bones.”


Three days later Pharaoh had a
birthday and had a big celebration.  He
had his men bring the butler back to the
palace and he was given his job back.  But
Pharaoh had the chief baker hanged on a
tree just as Joseph said he would.


The chief butler, however, forgot all
about Joseph and didn’t tell Pharaoh all of
the things that Joseph had asked him to
say.


Joseph Made Ruler
Two years passed and Joseph was


still in prison.  It was then that Pharaoh
himself had a dream.  He dreamed that he
was near the Nile River, and he saw
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something very strange.  Out of the river
came seven very fine, fat cows that began
eating the rich grasses by the river.  After
that seven very skinny, hungry-looking
cows also came out of the river and stood
beside the seven fat cows.  The skinny
cows then ate the healthy cows.  Then
Pharaoh woke up.  He soon fell asleep
again and had another very strange
dream.  In a field he saw a stalk with seven
plump, full heads of grain.  Then seven
more heads grew out of the stalk.  These
grains were dry and shriveled.  The thin
heads then swallowed up the plump
heads!  Then Pharaoh woke up, and he
was very troubled about these two
dreams.


Pharaoh called all of his magicians
and wise men and told them about his
dreams, but none of them could tell him
what the dreams meant.  It was then that
the chief butler remembered Joseph.  He
told Pharaoh, “When I and the chief baker
were in prison, we too, had dreams that
troubled us.  There was a young Hebrew
man there who was the helper in the
prison.  He explained to us the meaning of
our dreams, and everything came true just
as he had told us it would.”


Pharaoh called for Joseph right
away.  After Joseph had shaved and had
changed his clothes, he was brought
before the king.


Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had
dreams, but there is no one that can tell
me what they mean.  I heard that you can
explain dreams.”


Joseph answered, “I do not have
that kind of power, but God will give you
the answer to these dreams.”


Pharaoh told his two dreams to
Joseph.  Joseph then told Pharaoh, “Both
of your dreams have the same meaning. 
Through these dreams God has shown
what He will do here in Egypt.  The seven
good cows and the seven good heads of
grain stand for seven good years.  More


than enough food will grow during these
seven good years.  The seven skinny cows
and the seven shriveled heads of grain
stand for seven bad years. After the seven
good years, there will be seven bad years. 
The famine will be so bad that hardly
anything will grow.”


“God sent these two dreams for a
good reason.  God wants you to know that
He had decided to do this, and it will
happen soon.  You should get ready for
the seven bad years.  You should choose a
very wise man to be in charge of gathering
food from all over Egypt.  Have men from
all over the country help with this.  Let them
store up food in the cities during the seven
good years so that there will be plenty of
food on hand during the seven bad years. 
You and your people will not starve and
die during the famine.”


Pharaoh thought that this plan was a
good one.  He chose Joseph to be that
man in charge of storing up food in Egypt. 
He said, “Since God has shown you the
meaning of the dreams, there is no man as
wise as you are in all of Egypt.  You will be
the most important ruler in Egypt.  Only I,
Pharaoh, will be higher than you.”  He then
gave Joseph his special ring which showed
that he had the power to rule.  He also
gave Joseph fine clothes and had him ride
in one of his chariots so that the Egyptian
people would know that he was to be
honored as a ruler in Egypt.


The seven years came and plenty of
food was saved in storehouses all over
Egypt.  Then the seven bad years came,
just as God had said it would.  Pharaoh
had the hungry people go to Joseph, and
he made sure that food was passed out to
them.  But the famine was everywhere
around Egypt as well, and people from
other countries came to Joseph in Egypt to
buy grain so that they would not starve
and die.
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Outer Aim - God watched over and blessed Joseph’s life.


What the Story Tells Us - Discuss with your class how God used these apparent hardships in
Joseph’s life to prepare him for life as a ruler.


1. Joseph is sold as a slave to Potiphar.


2. Joseph is wrongly accused of a sin and placed in prison.


3. The chief butler forgets about Joseph and he remains in prison for an additional two
years.


< Joseph was able to give witness to God in these situations, and he remembered to
give all glory to God.


< Joseph also continued to serve his Lord, even in the face of adversity.
< Joseph didn’t despair and forget God.
< Joseph also learns that God’s timing is perfect.


Inner Aim - As God guided and blessed Joseph’s life, so our Lord does for us.
Our God watches over and blesses the lives of His children. God guides our
lives for our good.


What the Bible Tells Us - Look up the following passages.  Discuss how these passages
apply to Joseph and his experiences in Egypt.  Then explain in a few sentences each how
these passages also apply to us today in our lives.  Share these applications with your class.


Romans 8:28 - 


Acts 17:28a - 
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1 Corinthians 10:13 -


Passages


1 Corinthians 10:31 -  Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.


Philippians 2:13 - For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.


Hymn - TLH #457, v. 1-3


What a Friend we have in Jesus,  
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry  
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,  Oh,
what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry  Ev’rything to
God in prayer!


Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,  Take it
to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful  
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness – Take it to
the Lord in prayer.


Are we weak and heavy laden,  
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our Refuge – 
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?  
Take it to the Lord in prayer;
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee,  
Thou wilt find a solace there.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, I know You are always with me, guiding me, protecting me,
and making all things work out for my good.  Please give me strength to
overcome temptation, for without You I am helpless against the attacks of the
devil. Please help me to give all glory to You for the gifts and abilities with which
You have blessed me.  Please forgive me all my sins and keep me forever as
Your child and heir.  In Jesus saving name.  Amen.
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STORY 8/18/04
Joseph Goes to Egypt - Genesis 39-41


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, please be with me and bless me as I prepare and present this Bible truth to the Lambs
You have placed in my care. Help me to always remember that, like Joseph, You always watch over,
protect, and guide me and all Your children. Grant to me an extra measure of Your Holy Spirit that I
may present the precious treasure of Your love and concern for all to my students in this lesson.
Help me to realize that even things I may see as sinful and cannot explain, You will work for good
in my life. In Jesus name I ask this. Amen.


VOCABULARY
pharaoh: the king of Egypt. He was also worshiped by his people as a god
lie with me: Potiphar’s wife wanted to commit adultery with Joseph (see 6th commandment)
gaunt: thin and bony; angular; emaciated, haggard
famine: a time during which crops failed to grow
magicians: priests in Egypt who were able to perform "magic" by the devil’s power (see the section


on the plagues)
wise men: scholars trained in the temples and schools of Egypt


 OUTER AIM
   God watched over and blessed Joseph’s life


 INNER AIM
   As God guided and blessed Joseph’s life, so our Lord does for us. Our God watches over and blesses


the lives of His children. God guides our lives for our good.


 BACKGROUND 
  Joseph in Potiphar’s house (Genesis 39:1-18)


We cannot help but be amazed at the grace of our God. How merciful is our Lord to consent to make
use of us completely sinful human beings to carry out His gracious promises. This truth is certainly
evident in connection with Jacob and his family. Most families have problems, but the self-inflicted
moral problems of Jacob's family were almost beyond compare. One cannot help but wonder if
Jacob's moral deficiencies were taught by example to his older children, who were then made to bear
the consequences of their sins. Consider just a partial listing of their family crises, which ought to
serve as a warning to all of us: Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, commits incest with Bilhah, Jacob's
concubine, the mother of Reuben's half-brothers Dan and Naphtali. A local prince sexually assaults
Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and Leah. In retaliation Simeon and Levi murder all the male
inhabitants of the city of Shechem, and the entire family is forced to flee from their homes. God puts
at least two of Jacob's grandchildren to death when Judah's two oldest sons prove too evil to live.
Judah then fathers a child by his daughter-in-law Tamar, thinking she was a prostitute.


Yet through all of this we dare not sit in judgment over this family, but rather give praise and glory
to God for his great mercy. In His eyes, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." This
Bible story gives evidence of how God turned another great sin on the part of Jacob's sons into a
life-saving blessing for all mankind. We rejoin Joseph, who has been sold into slavery by his own
brothers.


Joseph was sold to Potiphar, an Egyptian military officer, and was quickly given control of
Potiphar's entire household. It was clear even to the Egyptians that the Lord was with Joseph, greatly
blessing him.
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Though Joseph was a handsome, attractive man, he resisted the temptations that had caused his brothers such
misery and shame. When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce Joseph, he gave us a fine example by fleeing from the
temptation. Joseph, a faithful servant of both the Lord and Potiphar, gave three reasons for not committing the
sin of adultery with Potiphar's wife. 1) He did not want to betray the trust Potiphar had in him. 2) He had no
right to take what did not belong to him (Potiphar’s wife). 3) Most importantly he would not commit this sin
because it was ultimately a sin against his Lord. "There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has he kept
back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin
against God?" Each one of us would do well to contemplate these words of Joseph when tempted to sin.


Though Joseph did the right thing and remained true to both His God and Potiphar, still he was made to suffer.
God had plans for Joseph, and Joseph here gives us another fine Christian example by remaining humbly
obedient even in the face of such hardship and unjust treatment.


Joseph in Prison (Genesis 39:19-23)
The grace of God demonstrated in the fruits of Joseph's faith cannot be overemphasized here. Though one bad
thing after another is visited upon Joseph, still he seeks to serve faithfully whatever his circumstances. Even in
prison the Lord was with Joseph. He was shown favor by the jailer and was put in charge of the prisoners and
the work they did. God gives us the strength to endure whatever He allows to come into our lives. He makes all
things work for our good. Although Potiphar and the jailer are both called "captain of the guard" (literally:
"chief executioner") Potiphar was very likely the head of the palace guards (Pharaoh's body guards), while the
jailer was the man who both confined the prisoners and carried out the sentences upon the condemned. Those
sentences could be terrible indeed, including hanging, impaling, beheading, and flaying alive.


Joseph the Interpreter of Dreams (Genesis 40:1 - 41:36)
Though the Egyptian magicians claimed credit and glory for themselves, Joseph consistently gave all glory to
his God for all of the many blessings he had received. This included his ability to interpret dreams.


Again Joseph is wronged when Pharaoh's chief butler is restored to his position, but forgets all about him. He
languishes another two full years in prison, and yet we are given no indication that he is anything but faithful to
his God. It is often a relatively easy thing to remain faithful during times of brief hardship. Joseph here gives
example of patient, humble service in the face of prolonged, terrible, and unjust affliction.


Joseph had to shave his beard prior to appearing before Pharaoh. To come before Pharaoh with a beard would
have been an offense. The Egyptians allowed their beards to grow only when in mourning, while the Hebrews
shaved their beards only when in mourning.


It took courage for Joseph to tell Pharaoh that God will give him an answer to his dreams since  Pharaohs
typically regarded themselves as gods.


Joseph as Second in Command in Egypt (Genesis 41:37-57)
Because of his demonstration of wisdom in interpreting Pharaoh's dreams, Joseph was given a position second
only to Pharaoh himself. (We might compare his office to Britain's Prime Minister, who is subject only to the
King or Queen.)


God gave Joseph not only the ability to interpret dreams, but also the wisdom to rule Egypt. Thus Joseph was
finally allowed to see why God had allowed such hardship to come into his life. Countless lives were saved
through his actions, most notably the life of his family, through whom the Savior would be born.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I know You are always with me, guiding me, protecting me, and making all things work out for my
good. Please give me strength to overcome temptation, for without You I am helpless against the attacks of the
devil. Please help me to give all glory to You for the gifts and abilities with which You have blessed me. Please
forgive me all my sins and keep me forever as Your child and heir. In Jesus saving name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The Bible account presented today is too long to read in class. Assign the reading of this lesson to the students
the week before it is presented, and then tell the complete story to your students in your own words. Emphasize
how Joseph was a faithful servant (a Christian). Emphasize that it was God who gave Joseph the faith to resist
Potiphar’s wife, that God gave Joseph the ability to interpret dreams, that God blessed Joseph even while he
was in prison; that it was God’s plan to make Joseph a ruler in Egypt, and that God guided and blessed Joseph’s
life according to His plan for the salvation of mankind. "For it is God who works in you both to will and to do
for His good pleasure." (Philippians 2:13)


APPLICATIONS
1. God’s grace is at the forefront of this Bible truth. We see again how our great and mighty God always
provides for all our needs just as He cared for Joseph. We see His love not only in the forgiveness and salvation
He has won for us, but also in His gracious mercy upon us each day of our lives. Our God always provides for
all our needs. Our God always guides our lives for good. In this section of Holy Scripture, emphasize to the
students especially God’s power and grace in their lives. The key phrase in this section which should be
emphasized repeatedly is: "The LORD was with Joseph." That same Lord is also watching over and providing
for us!


2. Note that Joseph's entire experience is a picture of the experience of all of Israel in Egypt. As Joseph arrived
in Egypt alone and in need, so also did the small family of Israel. As Joseph was first made to thrive and
prosper in the house of Potiphar and then unjustly imprisoned, so the nation of Israel first prospered (growing
from 70 to over 2,000,000) and was then placed under unjust bondage. As Joseph enjoyed the favor of the
people during the good times, so Israel at first enjoyed the favor of the Egyptians and the abundance of Goshen.
As the Egyptians were made to recognize the wisdom and power of Joseph's God through God's gift of dream
interpretation, so the Egyptians were made to see the power of God through Moses and the plagues.


3. Impress upon the students the constant danger we all face from temptation. Remind them of the terrible
consequences of sin and the blessed forgiveness and strength we have in our Lord. Remind them that the best
way to overcome temptation (especially sexual temptation) is to flee from it, as did Joseph. (1 Corinthians 6:18)


4. Doing the right thing may cost us dearly. Joseph left behind his coat rather than give in to temptation. More
than that, he was sent to prison as a direct result of doing the right thing. Here we should recognize an
opportunity to show our students that believers may be made to suffer wrongfully for following what our Lord
tells us to do. They should expect to be ridiculed when they do not give in to peer pressure. In dealing with the
section on the temptation of Potiphar’s wife there is a practical problem how to explain this to the younger
children. This topic should be handled in a delicate manner. Sex education should be left to the parents. Neither
assume nor instruct sexual awareness. One commentator offers the phrase, "come, be like a husband to me" as a
way to explain the temptation. Most follow-up questions should be directed to the student's parents.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Philippians 4:13 - I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.


Hebrews 13:5b - I will never leave you nor forsake you.


Acts 17:28a - For in Him we live and move and have our being.


Genesis 39:9b - How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?


Middle any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:31 - Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.


Philippians 2:13 - For it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 


Hebrews 12:10b - But God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. (NIV)


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.


Acts 17:28a) - For in Him we live and move and have our being.


Isaiah 43:1b-3a - Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. When you
pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk
through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you. For I am the LORD your God, The
Holy One of Israel, your Savior.


HYMN CHOICES
“In God, My Faithful God” TLH #526:1
“Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus” TLH #348:4,5
“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus” TLH #409:1
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Jacob Receives the Blessing
Genesis 25:19-34, 27:1-40
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The Story


Abraham had a son named
Isaac. Isaac married Rebekah.
Isaac and Rebekah were sad
because they did not have
children. Isaac prayed to God
asking for children and God heard
his prayer. Rebekah was going to
have twins! 


God told Rebekah that even
though it was the older son who
was important, her younger son
would be more important than the
older son.


Rebekah’s first baby had red
hair all over. They named him
Esau. The younger son was born
hanging on to the older brother’s
foot. He was called Jacob.


So the boys grew. Esau was a
good hunter, a man who liked to
be outdoors. Jacob was a
shepherd and liked to stay near
the tents. 


Isaac loved Esau, but
Rebekah loved Jacob. This was
not good. God wants parents to
love all their children the same. 


One day Jacob cooked a
stew and Esau came in from the
field very hungry.


Esau said to Jacob, "Please
feed me with that same red stew,
for I am hungry."  


Jacob said, "Sell me your
birthright." Since Esau was the
older son, he had a special
inheritance from his father. 


Esau said, "Look, I am
about to die, so what is this
birthright to me?" So Esau sold
his birthright to Jacob and
Jacob gave Esau bread and
stew of lentils. Esau then ate
and drank, arose, and went
his way. Esau did not treat his
birthright as he should have.
Now it belonged to Jacob.


When Isaac was old and
he was blind,  he called Esau
his older son and said to him,
"My son." 


Esau said, "Here I am." 
Isaac said, "I am old. I do


not know when I will die. Go
out with your bow and arrow
and hunt meat, cook it, and
bring it to me. I will bless you
before I die.” 


Was this the son God wanted to
have the blessing? 


Rebekah was listening
when Isaac spoke to Esau. 
She told Jacob to bring two
goats and she would make
food for Isaac that would
taste like Esau’s cooking. Then
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Jacob should take the food to his
father and pretend he is Esau so
that he would get the blessing.


Does this sound like a honest plan?
Jacob said to Rebekah his


mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a
hairy man, and I am a
smooth-skinned man. Perhaps my
father will feel me, and I shall seem
to be a deceiver to him; and I shall
bring a curse on myself and not a
blessing." 


Rebekah took clothes of
Esau’s and put them on Jacob.
She put the skins of the kids of the
goats on his hands and on the
smooth part of his neck. Then she
took the wild tasting food and the
bread, which she had made, and
gave it to Jacob. 


Jacob went to his father and
said, "My father.” 


Isaac  said, "Here I am. Who
are you, my son?" 


Jacob said to his father, "I am
Esau your firstborn; I have done just
as you told me; please arise, sit
and eat my food and bless me." 


Isaac said, "How is it that you
have found it so quickly, my son?" 


Jacob said, "Because the
LORD your God brought it to me." 


Is Jacob telling the truth?
Then Isaac said to Jacob,


"Please come near, that I may feel


you, my son, whether you are
really my son Esau or not." So
Jacob went near to Isaac his
father, and Isaac felt Jacob
and said, "The voice is Jacob's
voice, but the hands are the
hands of Esau." 


Isaac did not recognize
Jacob, because his hands
were hairy like his brother
Esau's hands; so he blessed
him. 


After eating and drinking
Isaac said to Jacob, "Come
near now and kiss me, my
son." 


Jacob came near and
kissed his father; and Isaac
smelled the smell of Esau on
Jacob’s clothing, and blessed
him and said, "May God give
you plenty of grain and wine.
Let peoples serve you, and
nations bow down to you. Be
master over your brother. One
day the Savior will come from
your family." 


Jacob had just left his
father when Esau came in
from hunting. He cooked
food and brought it to his
father. "Come and eat,
Father, and bless me,” Esau
said. 


Isaac said to him, "Who
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are you?"
Esau said, "I am your older


son, Esau." 
Isaac shook and said, "Who? I


already gave my blessing and
whoever is blessed keeps the
blessing.” When Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried very
much and said to his father, "Bless
me also, O my father!" 


But Isaac said, "Your brother
came with deceit and has taken
away your blessing." 


Esau said, "He took away
mybirthright, and now look,


he has
taken away my blessing! Isn’t
there a blessing left for me?" 
 Then Isaac said to Esau,
"Indeed I have made him
your
master. I have given him the
blessing of the Savior from his
family.”


Then Esau hated his
brother
Jacob and wanted to kill him.


Activity One - Find the words from the lesson in the
WORD SEARCH and tell how they fit the
lesson.


It was the LORD’s will that Jacob was given the blessing that the Savior was
to come from his family.


ISAAC
REBEKAH


ESAU
JACOB


BLESSING
BIRTHRIGHT


JESUS
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first born


second born


shepherd


hunter


hairy red


stayed by tents


liked outdoors


loved by Isaac


loved by Rebekah


chosen by God to be Jesus’
ancestor


Activity Two - Look at the pictures of Esau and Jacob.
Decide if the word in the middle describes Esau or
Jacob and draw a line to their picture.


      


Esau                                                                       Jacob


It is God’s will that we receive earthly blessings and eternal salvation
through Jesus.
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Passages


James 1:14 –  Each one is tempted when he is drawn away
by his own desires.


1 John 3:15 –   Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.


The Lord’s Prayer – Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Hymn - TLH #418 v.1


My God, my Father, while I stray
Far from my home on life’s rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to say,
“Thy will be done.”


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for helping us learn the lesson today. Help us to


believe and trust that Your will be done. We know it is Your will
that all people be saved because of Your Son, Jesus’, death
on the cross. Help us to spread that saving message to our
friends, family and neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Jacob Receives the Blessing
Genesis 25:19-34, 27:1-40
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The Story


Abraham had a son named Isaac.
Isaac married Rebekah. Isaac and Rebekah
were sad because they did not have children.
Isaac prayed to God asking for children and
God heard his prayer. Rebekah was going to
have twins! 


God told Rebekah that even though
older sons were normally more important, her
younger son would be more important than
the older son.


Rebekah’s first baby had red hair all
over. They named him Esau. The younger son
was born hanging on to the older brother’s
foot. He was called Jacob.


So the boys grew. Esau was a good
hunter, a man who liked to be outdoors.
Jacob was a shepherd and liked to stay near
the tents. 


Isaac loved Esau, but Rebekah loved
Jacob. This was not good. God wants parents
to love all their children the same. 


One day Jacob cooked a stew and
Esau came in from the field very tired and 
hungry.


Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me
with that same red stew, for I am hungry."  


Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright."
Since Esau was the older son, he had a
special inheritance from his father. 


Esau said, "Look, I am about to die, so
what is this birthright to me?" So Esau sold his
birthright to Jacob and Jacob gave Esau
bread and stew of beans called lentils. Esau
then ate and drank, arose, and went his way.
Esau did not treat his birthright as he should
have. Now it belonged to Jacob.


When Isaac was old and he was blind, 
he called Esau his older son and said to him,
"My son." 


Esau said, "Here I am." 
Isaac  said, "I am old. I do not know


when I will die. Go out with your bow and
arrow and hunt meat, cook it, and bring it to
me. I will bless you before I die.” 


Was this the son God wanted to
have the blessing? 


Rebekah was listening when
Isaac spoke to Esau.  She told Jacob to
bring two goats and she would make
food for Isaac that would taste like
Esau’s cooking. Then Jacob should take
the food to his father and pretend he
was Esau so that he would get the
blessing.


Does this sound like a fair idea?
Jacob said to Rebekah his


mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy
man, and I am a smooth-skinned man.
Perhaps my father will feel me, and I
shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and
I shall bring a curse on myself and not a
blessing." 


Rebekah took clothes of Esau’s
and put them on Jacob. She put the
skins of the kids of the goats on his
hands and on the smooth part of his
neck. Then she gave the wild tasting
food and the bread, which she had
made and gave it to Jacob. 


Jacob went to his father and
said, "My father.” 


Isaac  said, "Here I am. Who are
you, my son?" 


Jacob said to his father, "I am
Esau your firstborn; I have done just as
you told me; please arise, sit and eat
my food and bless me." 


Isaac said, "How is it that you
have found it so quickly, my son?" 


Jacob said, "Because the LORD
your God brought it to me." 


Is Jacob telling the truth?
Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Please


come near, that I may feel you, my son,
whether you are really my son Esau or
not." So Jacob went near to Isaac his
father, and he felt him and said, "The
voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands







Old Testament 3  Jacob Receives Blessing  - Level 2


are the hands of Esau." 
Isaac did not recognize Jacob,


because his hands were hairy like his brother
Esau's hands; so Isaac blessed him. 


After eating and drinking Isaac said to
Jacob, "Come near now and kiss me, my son." 


Jacob came near and kissed his father;
and he smelled the smell of his clothing, and
blessed him and said, "May God give you
plenty of grain and wine. Let peoples serve
you, and nations bow down to you. Be master
over your brother. One day the Savior will
come from your family." 


Jacob had just left his father when Esau
came in from hunting. He cooked food and
brought it to his father. "Come and eat,
Father, and bless me,” Esau said. 


Isaac said to him, "Who are you?"


Esau said, "I am your older son, Esau." 
Isaac shook and said, "Who? I


already gave my blessing and whoever
is blessed keeps the blessing.”


When Esau heard the words of his
father, he cried very much and said to
his father, "Bless me also, O my father!" 


But Isaac said, "Your brother
came with deceit and has taken away
your blessing." 


Esau said, "He took away my
birthright, and now look, he has taken
away my blessing! Isn’t there a blessing
left for me?"


Then Isaac said to Esau, "Indeed I
have made him your master. I have
given him the blessing of the Savior from
his family.”


Activity One - Find the words from the lesson in the WORD SEARCH and tell how they fit
the lesson.


It was the LORD’s will that Jacob was given the blessing that the Savior was
to come from his family.


ISAAC
REBEKAH


ESAU
JACOB


BLESSING
BIRTHRIGHT


JESUS
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JacobEsau


first born


second born


shepherd


hunter


hairy red


stayed by tents


liked outdoors


loved by Isaac


loved by Rebekah


chosen by God to be Jesus’
ancestor


Activity Two - Look at the pictures of Esau and Jacob. Decide if the word in the middle
describes Esau or Jacob and draw a line to their picture.


      


                                                       
     


It is God’s will that we receive earthly blessings and eternal salvation
through Jesus.
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Passages


James 1:14 - Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires.


1 John 3:15 -  Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.


Hymn - TLH #418 v. 1, 2


My God, my Father, while I stray
Far from my home on life’s rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to say,
“Thy will be done.”


Tho’ dark my path and sad my lot,
Let me be still and murmur not
Or breathe the prayer divinely taught,
“Thy will be done.”


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for helping us learn the lesson today. Help us to believe and


trust that Your will be done. We know it is Your will that all people be saved
because of Your Son, Jesus’, death on the cross. Help us to spread that saving
message to our friends, family and neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Jacob Receives the Blessing
Genesis 25:19-34, 27:1-40


 


This is a drawing of stew and goat skin.
They will both be misused in the lesson today. 
Listen carefully to see how all four people of this family needed to remember that God’s will


shall and will be done.


Prayer


Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine. Amen


The Story - Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40


This is the genealogy of Isaac,
Abraham's son. 


Abraham begot Isaac. {20} Isaac
was forty years old when he took
Rebekah as wife, the daughter of
Bethuel the Syrian of Padan Aram, the
sister of Laban the Syrian. 


{21} Now Isaac pleaded with the
LORD for his wife, because she was
barren; and the LORD granted his plea,
and Rebekah his wife conceived. {22}
But the children struggled together within
her; and she said, "If all is well, why am I
like this?" So she went to inquire of the
LORD. 


{23} And the LORD said to her: "Two
nations are in your womb, Two peoples
shall be separated from your body; One
people shall be stronger than the other,
And the older shall serve the younger." 


{24} So when her days were fulfilled
for her to give birth, indeed there were


twins in her womb. {25} And the first
came out red. He was like a hairy
garment all over; so they called his name
Esau. {26} Afterward his brother came
out, and his hand took hold of Esau's
heel; so his name was called Jacob.
Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.


{27} So the boys grew. And Esau
was a skillful hunter, a man of the field;
but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in
tents. {28} And Isaac loved Esau
because he ate of his game, but
Rebekah loved Jacob. 


{29} Now Jacob cooked a stew;
and Esau came in from the field, and he
was weary. {30} And Esau said to Jacob,
"Please feed me with that same red
stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name
was called Edom. 


{31} But Jacob said, "Sell me your
birthright as of this day." 
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{32} And Esau said, "Look, I am
about to die; so what is this birthright to
me?"


{33} Then Jacob said, "Swear to me
as of this day." So he swore to him, and
sold his birthright to Jacob. 


{34} And Jacob gave Esau bread
and stew of lentils; then he ate and
drank, arose, and went his way. 


Thus Esau despised his birthright.
{1)  Now it came to pass, when


Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim
that he could not see, that he called
Esau his older son and said to him, "My
son." 


And he answered him, "Here I am." 
{2} Then he said, "Behold now, I am


old. I do not know the day of my death.
{3} "Now therefore, please take your
weapons, your quiver and your bow,
and go out to the field and hunt game
for me. {4} "And make me savory food,
such as I love, and bring it to me that I
may eat, that my soul may bless you
before I die." 


{5} Now Rebekah was listening
when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And
Esau went to the field to hunt game and
to bring it. {6} So Rebekah spoke to
Jacob her son, saying, "Indeed I heard
your father speak to Esau your brother,
saying, {7} 'Bring me game and make
savory food for me, that I may eat it and
bless you in the presence of the LORD
before my death.' {8} "Now therefore, my
son, obey my voice according to what I
command you. {9} "Go now to the flock
and bring me from there two choice kids
of the goats, and I will make savory food
from them for your father, such as he
loves. {10} "Then you shall take it to your
father, that he may eat it, and that he
may bless you before his death." 


{11} And Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy
man, and I am a smooth-skinned man.
{12} "Perhaps my father will feel me, and I
shall seem to be a deceiver to him; and I
shall bring a curse on myself and not a
blessing." 


{13} But his mother said to him, "Let
your curse be on me, my son; only obey
my voice, and go, get them for me." 


{14} And he went and got them
and brought them to his mother, and his
mother made savory food, such as his
father loved. {15} Then Rebekah took the
choice clothes of her elder son Esau,
which were with her in the house, and
put them on Jacob her younger son. {16}
And she put the skins of the kids of the
goats on his hands and on the smooth
part of his neck. {17} Then she gave the
savory food and the bread, which she
had prepared, into the hand of her son
Jacob. 


{18} So he went to his father and
said, "My father.' 


And he said, "Here I am. Who are
you, my son?" 


{19} Jacob said to his father, "I am
Esau your firstborn; I have done just as
you told me; please arise, sit and eat of
my game, that your soul may bless me." 


{20} But Isaac said to his son, "How
is it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?" 


And he said, "Because the LORD
your God brought it to me." 


{21} Then Isaac said to Jacob,
"Please come near, that I may feel you,
my son, whether you are really my son
Esau or not." 


{22} So Jacob went near to Isaac
his father, and he felt him and said, "The
voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are
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the hands of Esau." {23} And he did not
recognize him, because his hands were
hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he
blessed him. {24} Then he said, "Are you
really my son Esau?" 


He said, "I am." 
{25} He said, "Bring it near to me,


and I will eat of my son's game, so that
my soul may bless you." 


So he brought it near to him, and
he ate; and he brought him wine, and
he drank. {26} Then his father Isaac said
to him, "Come near now and kiss me, my
son." 


{27} And he came near and kissed
him; and he smelled the smell of his
clothing, and blessed him and said:
"Surely, the smell of my son Is like the
smell of a field Which the LORD has
blessed. {28} Therefore may God give
you Of the dew of heaven, Of the
fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain
and wine. {29} Let peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you. Be master
over your brethren, And let your mother's
sons bow down to you. Cursed be
everyone who curses you, And blessed
be those who bless you!" 


{30} Now it happened, as soon as
Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and
Jacob had scarcely gone out from the
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his
brother came in from his hunting. {31} He
also had made savory food, and
brought it to his father, and said to his
father, "Let my father arise and eat of his
son's game, that your soul may bless me." 


{32} And his father Isaac said to
him, "Who are you?" 


So he said, "I am your son, your
firstborn, Esau." 


{33} Then Isaac trembled
exceedingly, and said, "Who? Where is
the one who hunted game and brought
it to me? I ate all of it before you came,
and I have blessed him; and indeed he
shall be blessed." 


{34} When Esau heard the words of
his father, he cried with an exceedingly
great and bitter cry, and said to his
father, "Bless me; me also, O my father!" 


{35} But he said, "Your brother
came with deceit and has taken away
your blessing." 


{36} And Esau said, "Is he not rightly
named Jacob? For he has supplanted
me these two times. He took away my
birthright, and now look, he has taken
away my blessing!" And he said, "Have
you not reserved a blessing for me?" 


{37} Then Isaac answered and said
to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your
master, and all his brethren I have given
to him as servants; with grain and wine I
have sustained him. What shall I do now
for you, my son?" 


{38} And Esau said to his father,
"Have you only one blessing, my father?
Bless me; me also, O my father!" And
Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 


{39} Then Isaac his father answered
and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling
shall be of the fatness of the earth, And
of the dew of heaven from above. {40}
By your sword you shall live, And you shall
serve your brother; And it shall come to
pass, when you become restless, That
you shall break his yoke from your neck."


Outer Aim - It was the LORD’s will that Jacob was given the blessing that the
Savior was to come from his family.
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A. first born
B. second born
C. shepherd
D. hunter
E. hairy red
F. stayed by tents
G. liked outdoors


H. loved by Isaac
I. loved by


Rebekah
J. chosen by God


to be Jesus’
ancestor


K. holding
brother’s heel


What the Story Tells Us - Decide if the words apply to Esau or Jacob. Write the letter
under the correct name.


                 Esau


_________________________________________


Jacob


_________________________________________


What the Bible Tells Us - Put these sentences in the order they happened in the lesson.
Use the numbers 1 through 5.


_____ Rebekah helped Jacob prepare food and dress like Esau.


_____ Esau came in to Isaac and realized Jacob now had the blessing and birthright.


_____ Isaac told Esau to hunt food and come back for the blessing.


_____ Jacob went into Isaac dressed like Esau and received the blessing.


_____ Rebekah overheard Isaac tell Esau to come for the blessing.


Your Turn - List the blessings Jacob received. Now list a few of the blessings you have
received from God. Be sure to list the important ones first.


Jacob’s Blessings:


__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________


My Blessings:


__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________


Inner Aim  It is God’s will that we receive earthly blessings and eternal salvation
through Jesus.
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Passages


James 1:14 - Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires.


1 John 3:15 -  Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him.


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
What does this mean?


God’s good and gracious will is certainly done without our prayer, 
but we pray in this petition that it be done among us also.


How is God’s will done?
God’s will is done when He breaks and stops every evil will and plan of those who do not
want us to hallow His name or let His kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, of the


world, and of our own flesh. His will is also done when He gives us strength and keeps us firm
in His Word and in faith for as long as we live. This is God’s good and gracious will.


(Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH #418 v. 1, 2, 8


My God, my Father, while I stray
Far from my home on life’s rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to say,
“Thy will be done.”


Tho’ dark my path and sad my lot,
Let me be still and murmur not
Or breathe the prayer divinely taught,
“Thy will be done.”


Then, when on earth I breathe no more,
The prayer, oft mixed with tears before,
I’ll sing upon a happier shore,
“Thy will be done.”


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for helping us learn the lesson today. Help us to believe and trust that Your


will be done. We know it is Your will that all people be saved because of Your Son, Jesus’,
death on the cross. Help us to spread that saving message to our friends, family and
neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Jacob Receives the Blessing
Genesis 25:19-34, 27:1-40


 


This is a drawing of stew and goat skin.
They will both be misused in the lesson today. 
Listen carefully to see how all four people of this


family needed to remember that God’s will
shall and will be done.


Prayer


Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine. Amen


The Story - Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-40


This is the genealogy of Isaac,
Abraham's son. 


Abraham begot Isaac. {20} Isaac
was forty years old when he took Rebekah
as wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian
of Padan Aram, the sister of Laban the
Syrian. 


{21} Now Isaac pleaded with the
LORD for his wife, because she was barren;
and the LORD granted his plea, and
Rebekah his wife conceived. {22} But the
children struggled together within her; and
she said, "If all is well, why am I like this?" So
she went to inquire of the LORD. 


{23} And the LORD said to her: "Two
nations are in your womb, Two peoples
shall be separated from your body; One
people shall be stronger than the other,
And the older shall serve the younger." 


{24} So when her days were fulfilled


for her to give birth, indeed there were
twins in her womb. {25} And the first came
out red. He was like a hairy garment all
over; so they called his name Esau. {26}
Afterward his brother came out, and his
hand took hold of Esau's heel; so his name
was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old
when she bore them.


{27} So the boys grew. And Esau was
a skillful hunter, a man of the field; but
Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.
{28} And Isaac loved Esau because he ate
of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 


{29} Now Jacob cooked a stew; and
Esau came in from the field, and he was
weary. {30} And Esau said to Jacob,
"Please feed me with that same red stew,
for I am weary." Therefore his name was
called Edom. 


{31} But Jacob said, "Sell me your
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birthright as of this day." 
{32} And Esau said, "Look, I am about


to die; so what is this birthright to me?"
{33} Then Jacob said, "Swear to me


as of this day." So he swore to him, and sold
his birthright to Jacob. 


{34} And Jacob gave Esau bread
and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank,
arose, and went his way. 


Thus Esau despised his birthright.
{1)  Now it came to pass, when Isaac


was old and his eyes were so dim that he
could not see, that he called Esau his older
son and said to him, "My son." 


And he answered him, "Here I am." 
{2} Then he said, "Behold now, I am


old. I do not know the day of my death. {3}
"Now therefore, please take your weapons,
your quiver and your bow, and go out to
the field and hunt game for me. {4} "And
make me savory food, such as I love, and
bring it to me that I may eat, that my soul
may bless you before I die." 


{5} Now Rebekah was listening when
Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went
to the field to hunt game and to bring it.
{6} So Rebekah spoke to Jacob her son,
saying, "Indeed I heard your father speak
to Esau your brother, saying, {7} 'Bring me
game and make savory food for me, that I
may eat it and bless you in the presence of
the LORD before my death.' {8} "Now
therefore, my son, obey my voice
according to what I command you. {9}
"Go now to the flock and bring me from
there two choice kids of the goats, and I
will make savory food from them for your
father, such as he loves. {10} "Then you shall
take it to your father, that he may eat it,
and that he may bless you before his
death." 


{11} And Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, "Look, Esau my brother is a hairy
man, and I am a smooth-skinned man. {12}
"Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall
seem to be a deceiver to him; and I shall
bring a curse on myself and not a blessing." 


{13} But his mother said to him, "Let
your curse be on me, my son; only obey
my voice, and go, get them for me." 


{14} And he went and got them and
brought them to his mother, and his mother
made savory food, such as his father
loved. {15} Then Rebekah took the choice
clothes of her elder son Esau, which were
with her in the house, and put them on
Jacob her younger son. {16} And she put
the skins of the kids of the goats on his
hands and on the smooth part of his neck.
{17} Then she gave the savory food and
the bread, which she had prepared, into
the hand of her son Jacob. 


{18} So he went to his father and
said, "My father.' 


And he said, "Here I am. Who are
you, my son?" 


{19} Jacob said to his father, "I am
Esau your firstborn; I have done just as you
told me; please arise, sit and eat of my
game, that your soul may bless me." 


{20} But Isaac said to his son, "How is
it that you have found it so quickly, my
son?" 


And he said, "Because the LORD
your God brought it to me." 


{21} Then Isaac said to Jacob,
"Please come near, that I may feel you, my
son, whether you are really my son Esau or
not." 


{22} So Jacob went near to Isaac his
father, and he felt him and said, "The voice
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the
hands of Esau." {23} And he did not
recognize him, because his hands were
hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he
blessed him. {24} Then he said, "Are you
really my son Esau?" 


He said, "I am." 
{25} He said, "Bring it near to me, and


I will eat of my son's game, so that my soul
may bless you." 


So he brought it near to him, and he
ate; and he brought him wine, and he
drank. {26} Then his father Isaac said to
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him, "Come near now and kiss me, my son." 
{27} And he came near and kissed


him; and he smelled the smell of his
clothing, and blessed him and said: "Surely,
the smell of my son Is like the smell of a field
Which the LORD has blessed. {28} Therefore
may God give you Of the dew of heaven,
Of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of
grain and wine. {29} Let peoples serve you,
And nations bow down to you. Be master
over your brethren, And let your mother's
sons bow down to you. Cursed be
everyone who curses you, And blessed be
those who bless you!" 


{30} Now it happened, as soon as
Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and
Jacob had scarcely gone out from the
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his
brother came in from his hunting. {31} He
also had made savory food, and brought it
to his father, and said to his father, "Let my
father arise and eat of his son's game, that
your soul may bless me." 


{32} And his father Isaac said to him,
"Who are you?" 


So he said, "I am your son, your
firstborn, Esau." 


{33} Then Isaac trembled
exceedingly, and said, "Who? Where is the
one who hunted game and brought it to
me? I ate all of it before you came, and I
have blessed him; and indeed he shall be


blessed." 
{34} When Esau heard the words of


his father, he cried with an exceedingly
great and bitter cry, and said to his father,
"Bless me; me also, O my father!" 


{35} But he said, "Your brother came
with deceit and has taken away your
blessing." 


{36} And Esau said, "Is he not rightly
named Jacob? For he has supplanted me
these two times. He took away my
birthright, and now look, he has taken
away my blessing!" And he said, "Have you
not reserved a blessing for me?" 


{37} Then Isaac answered and said
to Esau, "Indeed I have made him your
master, and all his brethren I have given to
him as servants; with grain and wine I have
sustained him. What shall I do now for you,
my son?" 


{38} And Esau said to his father,
"Have you only one blessing, my father?
Bless me; me also, O my father!" And Esau
lifted up his voice and wept. 


{39} Then Isaac his father answered
and said to him: "Behold, your dwelling
shall be of the fatness of the earth, And of
the dew of heaven from above. {40} By
your sword you shall live, And you shall
serve your brother; And it shall come to
pass, when you become restless, That you
shall break his yoke from your neck."


Outer Aim - It was the LORD’s will that Jacob was given the blessing that the
Savior was to come from his family.
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ESAU


____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________


JACOB


____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________


What the Story Tells Us - Using the Bible’s description of Esau and Jacob in Genesis 25,
briefly describe Isaac and Rebekah’s children.


What the Bible Tells Us - Put these sentences in the order they happened in the lesson by
placing the numbers 1, 2, 3 etc. in the blank to indicate the correct order..


_____ Rebekah helped Jacob prepare food and dress like Esau.


_____ Esau came in to Isaac and realized Jacob now had the blessing and birthright.


_____ Isaac told Esau to hunt food and come back for the blessing.


_____ Jacob went into Isaac dressed like Esau and received the blessing.


_____ Rebekah overheard Isaac tell Esau to come for the blessing.


Your Turn - Sometimes God answers prayers with “Yes,” “No,” “Wait.”  Can your think of
times in your life where your prayers had these answers? Discuss this together with the class.


How long did Isaac and Rebekah wait for children? (Subtract Isaac’s ages in v. 20 and 26)


Have you had to wait for a prayer to be answered? How about your prayers for your future
life?


When might God say, “Yes,” to a prayer.


When might God’s answer be, “No.”
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Inner Aim   It is God’s will that we receive earthly blessings and eternal salvation
through Jesus.


Passages


James 1:14 - Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires.


1 John 3:15 -  Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him.


Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
What does this mean?


God’s good and gracious will is certainly done without our prayer, 
but we pray in this petition that it be done among us also.


How is God’s will done?
God’s will is done when He breaks and stops every evil will and plan of those who do not
want us to hallow His name or let His kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, of the


world, and of our own flesh. His will is also done when He gives us strength and keeps us firm
in His Word and in faith for as long as we live. This is God’s good and gracious will. (Sydow


Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH #418 v. 1, 2, 7, 8


My God, my Father, while I stray
Far from my home on life’s rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to say,
“Thy will be done.”


Tho’ dark my path and sad my lot,
Let me be still and murmur not
Or breathe the prayer divinely taught,
“Thy will be done.”


Renew my will from day to day;
Blend it with Thine and take away
All that now makes it hard to say,
“Thy will be done.”


Then, when on earth I breathe no more,
The prayer, oft mixed with tears before,
I’ll sing upon a happier shore,
“Thy will be done.”


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for helping us learn the lesson today. Help us to believe and trust that Your


will be done. We know it is Your will that all people be saved because of Your Son, Jesus’,
death on the cross. Help us to spread that saving message to our friends, family and
neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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STORY 6/19/06


Jacob Receives the Blessing - Genesis 25:19-34  and  27:1-40
(Note: this lesson and #10 are so closely connected that the teacher does well to prepare
for both simultaneously; some of the Teacher’s Notes are interchangeable between the
two lessons.)


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father, my God through the life and work of Jesus, incline Your ear to my prayer.  I ask for
Your Spirit to enable my mind and heart and tongue to glorify You in my life as a teacher of Your
children.  Empower Your Word to produce Your will in all of us gathered here below.  Enliven
the hearts and wills of my students to be thrilled over Your hand in their lives. Amen.


VOCABULARY
seethe pottage = boil lentil soup; lentils belong to the bean (legume)  family of vegetables
venison = savory food, broiled or baked meat of wild game such as deer, antelope, pheasant, duck
genealogy = a portion of the family tree showing ancestors and descendants


OUTER AIM
The family tree of Jesus was carried forward through the branch of Jacob.


INNER AIM
God outmaneuvered the "sting operation" of Rebekah and Jacob in order to carry forward His
blueprint for the family tree of Jesus' ancestors (from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to ...).


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht, Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 75-82)
Since our last lesson, Isaac's mother has died, Abraham has remarried (Keturah), has sired a large
number of children and grandchildren but has "sent them eastward, away from Isaac his son," and
has died. Abraham showed that he was passing on the special blessings to Isaac, and to Isaac
alone (even his good son Ishmael was bypassed).


Ch. 25: 19-20
This is the genealogy of Isaac  Isaac becomes the focus of the narrative, and we are going to see
the hand of God in this chosen person's life as the bridge that will lead to Jesus.


vs. 21-22
Rebekah had been barren for nineteen years of her marriage. What did God have in mind with this
tribulation?  To bring their concerns to the LORD.  A reminder: children are a gift from God; even
in our day of "genetic engineering," conception and human life are in God's hands.


v.22
Rebekah could feel the jostling in her womb and she was concerned that something was awry in
the way the blessing was arriving.  "If it be so, for what then am I destined?" (Leupold, p.702) 
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v.23
There was a cause, of course: she was mothering two separate and distinct forces/futures/ destinies of nations: 
the older to serve the younger was a reversing of the cultural norm; this is important, for in God's kingdom the
carnal mind should yield to the spiritual, and in His kingdom the stronger should serve the weaker so as to bring
blessings (as Jesus did for us).  


vs.24-26
The first twin to emerge was a red, hairy  baby (we would call him "Red" or "Harry").
The second baby got a grip on the heel of his twin, and because of this he was called a usurper, a replacer, a
"tripper-upper" = the name Jacob.  (Isaac was by now sixty years old.)


v.27-28
So the boys grew! Esau, the first born, became a skilled outdoorsman, a toughened survivalist. 
 The younger twin, Jacob, developed social skills and a sense of the continuity between himself and Abraham
and the Promise.


Each parent had a favorite:  Dad bonded with tough and hearty Esau; Mom bonded with mild and sensitive
Jacob. This was OK, but because Rebekah was concerned for the promised Seed, she was drawn to support
God's choice of the younger of her two boys.


vs. 29-34
Esau came with the modest request that Jacob share his supper stew;  Jacob took advantage of his brother's
vulnerability, and instead of being generous, he was selfish. 


 Jacob bargained for the special place of "firstborn," which at the time was a big deal (the oldest boy got the
farm when Dad died, or the resources to carry on the family tradition and become head of the tribal family).  It
was a miserable conversation once Jacob got greedy.  (Reminder: manipulating people for self is never
God-pleasing.)


Esau was cheated because he did not seem to care about carrying on the family tradition.  Heb.12:16 calls him a
"profane person" who had no interest in a father's special place in God's plans for the tribe and the world.


There was selfishness on both sides, since Isaac should have been willing to help his brother in his bodily need
as well as encourage him to appreciate his legacy and inheritance.


(Ch. 26 is skipped, where the LORD required Isaac to stay in Canaan during a famine--with the Promise
repeated.  Isaac lied about Rebekah being his wife--a sin his father had done with another Abimelech, years
earlier.  Nonetheless, the LORD blessed Isaac as He had promised.)


Ch. 27:1-40  Which of the twins would be selected as the bridge to the Messiah?  Isaac wanted to bless Esau,
but Rebekah and Jacob carried out a sting operation in an attempt to "improve on" God's plan and God's
methods.
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vs. 1-4
Isaac was not heeding God's will when he intended to select the first-born(Esau) for his parting
(ultimate) paternal blessing.


vs. 5-10
Rebekah caught the drift that Isaac intended to transfer God's choice away from Jacob.  Instead of reminding
her husband of God's will, she resorted to deceit/trickery in a misguided attempt to "aid God's hand."


v. 8
She even laid it on Jacob's conscience (as a matter of the 4th commandment) to do as she said; thus she used a
selfish "religious" tactic that could produce great spiritual harm.


vs. 11-18
Jacob objected to some of the mechanics and the potential harm when he should have objected to the entire
deceitful project. Mother and son collaborated in this conspiracy of deceit.


vs. 19-24
Next came outright bald-faced lying (a subject on which our Lord focuses in James 1:14).
Even when cross-examined, Jacob stuck to his lies including the blasphemous lie that the LORD was behind his
claim.


vs. 25-29
When Isaac's justified suspicions had been dispelled, he gave the coveted blessing to Jacob.
In substance, the blessing covered earthly prosperity, ethnic ascendancy, and superiority of his blood line over
Esau's.  The LORD's support was invoked on the entire blessing but what is apparently missing is any obvious
Messianic prophecy.


vs. 30-32
The deception needed to last only a few minutes; Esau's arrival burst the bubble.


vs. 33-35
Here is a scene overcharged with emotion!  With trembling Isaac seemed to be catching on that   a) his attempt
to bypass the LORD's choice of Jacob had backfired on him,  and  b) that all the double-dealing (with God and
with one another) had not only not detoured God's plans for Jacob, but had in fact had accomplished the
opposite.  These actions had brought calamity to their own household.


vs. 36-40
Although Esau's pleading for a fair portion of blessing from his father (and from the LORD who stood behind Isaac)
did not induce Isaac to repudiate Jacob's status (cf. Hebrews 12:17), Isaac did assure Esau of earthly well-being,
albeit at the price of subservience to Jacob (until a future day of successful rebellion from Jacob's control).
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father, Whom I love and wish to serve, today as I ponder how Your hand protected Jacob even when he
did not deserve it, I often puzzle over how I shall survive my mistakes in life. Then I remind myself of how You
outmaneuvered the sinful strategies of Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob.  I praise and honor You for Your hand in
their lives--and in mine, too.  Amen, in Jesus' name.


PRESENTATION  (Helps and Hints)
1. The teacher needs to be conversant with sections which were bypassed: Abraham has lost Sarah, married
Keturah, and their boys (TEN of their descendants are named!) were sent away as non-participants in the
special (ch.25:1-18) lineage of the Messiah; Abraham died; Ishmael's tribe is traced and by-passed, as are
Isaac's dealings with Abimelech, ch.26.
2. See Notes for the next lesson also.
Since this lesson covers 55 verses, the teacher will abbreviate the text to suit the class level. 


3. Maintain focus on the essentials with an outline such as this: 
I. God produced a promised heir (Jacob) to Isaac; then the other children of Isaac were bypassed from the


Messianic family tree.


II. God blessed Jacob by outmaneuvering human strategies :
< Isaac's favoring of Esau was a selfish mistake
< Rebekah's trick to favor Jacob was a sinful strategy
< Jacob's selfishness made him sin against his father and twin brother III God played along and


managed to outmaneuver these human strategies.


4. Combine appropriate and applicable Bible truths and passages during the presentation to emphasize and
reinforce the truth that God had a loving hand in Jacob's life.


APPLICATIONS
1.This is God's record of how He manages  our affairs even in spite of the mistakes that humans make due to
their selfishness.  So Isaac and Jacob were hand picked by God, were raised by His hand, and were kept in His
hand so that God would be recognized as the Author and Finisher of our salvation.


2. God takes Fatherly care of His erring children, lest we fall victims of our own sinful attitudes, schemes, and
manipulations.  Yet we receive painful consequences to bear in our interpersonal relationships when we give in
to our sinful inclinations..  We become our own worst enemies when we hurt someone else, for we may lose a
friend for life.  That creates a double loss, for he has lost me,  and I have lost him.


3.  Recognize greed, selfishness, and ego in your own heart when Satan urges you to think:  "But what about
ME?"    Answer:  "Well, what about me?  God cares for me, and He is not going to be so cruel as to deprive me
of all I need if I just go ahead to be loving, generous, and sharing."







Page 5


4.  In all cases where we have a Word of God to guide and direct us (as Rebekah did), we should be bold to
remind ourselves and others of God's Word on the matter. We also need to resist the temptation to resort to
human (intellectual or psychological) devices to cause God's will to be done."


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Heb. 11:20 - By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.


James 1:14  -...each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires....


Middle any of the above and...
I Jn. 3:15 - Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in
him.
James 1:13b-15 - ...nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his
own desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full-grown,
brings forth death.


Upper any of the above and...
II Cor. 7:10 - For godly sorrow produces repentance to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the
world produces death .
Eph. 2:16 -  ...that He might reconcile them both (Jew and Gentile) to God in one body (the Church)
throught the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 
(Note: Also use Rom. 9:6-16 as background for God's choosing Jacob, but explain the Calvinist error of  using
this passage to deduce that God hated Esau even before his birth.)


HYMN CHOICES
"Take My Life And Let It Be"  (TLH #400 1-6)
"Oh, That the LORD Would Guide My Ways"  (TLH #416 1-4)
"My God, My Father, While I Stray"  (TLH #418 1-4)
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Jacob Returns to Canaan
Genesis 32, 33, 35
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Jacob Makes a Plan


God told Jacob to leave his Uncle
Laban’s home.  God said, “Go back to
your family in Canaan.  I will take care
of you.”  Jacob wanted to obey God,
but he was afraid.  He was afraid
because he had made his brother,
Esau, very angry.  What if Esau was still
angry?  What if he wanted to kill
Jacob?  What if he hurt Jacob’s family?


Jacob needed a plan.  He liked to
make plans.  Sometimes Jacob prayed
to God for help with his plans, but
sometimes he forgot to wait for God’s
help.  This time Jacob was in a hurry. 
He prayed, but he did not wait for
God’s help.


Quickly, he divided his family into
two groups.  If Esau hurt one group, the
other group would be safe.  Next
Jacob decided to give Esau a present. 
He thought a present would make Esau
happy.  What kind of present would
make you happy?  [Allow several
responses.]  Jacob decided animals
would make Esau happy.  He sent the
animals to Esau in five groups.  The first
group had hundreds of goats.  The
second group had hundreds of sheep. 
The third group had thirty camels.  The
fourth group had fifty cattle, and the
fifth group had thirty donkeys.  What a
big present that was!  It took a long
time to get that big present ready. 
When Jacob finished, it was time to
camp for the night.


During the night a Man came and
wrestled with Jacob.  The Man was not
Esau.  Jacob did not know who the


Man was.  They wrestled all night. 
Just before morning the Man hurt
Jacob’s hip.  The Man said, “Let
Me go.”  But Jacob said, “I will not
let You go unless You bless me!” 
The Man gave Jacob a new
name: Israel.  Then Jacob knew
that the Man was really God.  He
knew God would take care of
him.


In the morning Esau came to
Jacob’s camp.  He was not angry
any more.  He was happy to see
Jacob.  Esau was happy Jacob
and his family were coming back
to Canaan.  God was happy, too. 
He reminded Jacob about two
special promises.  God promised
to take care of Jacob in Canaan. 
God also promised that Jesus
would be Jacob’s great, great…
grandson.  Jacob thanked God
for taking such good care of him.


God helps Jacob realize that
it is He who has preserved


and blessed him.
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Activity One - Connect the dots to make a picture of an animal Jacob gave to Esau.


Activity Two - Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down Game  Point your thumb up if the sentence is
right.  Point your thumb down if the sentence is wrong. (Optional activity - make the false
sentences true.)


1. Jacob was afraid of his brother, Esau.


2. Jacob did not like to make plans.


3. Jacob thought a present would make Esau happy.


4. Jacob decided to give Esau a new car.
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5. Esau wrestled with Jacob all night.


6. Jacob wrestled with God all night.


7. Jacob’s new name was Laban.


8. Esau was not happy to see Jacob.


9. God promised to take care of Jacob.


10. God promised Jesus would be Jacob’s great, great ... grandson.


God helps us realize He preserves and blesses us.


Passage


1 Peter 5:7 - Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.


Hymn - TLH #428 v.1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for taking care of Jacob when he was afraid.  Help


me to remember Your promise to take care of me when I am afraid. 
Amen.
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Jacob Returns to Canaan
Genesis 32, 33, 35
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The Story


Jacob lived with his Uncle Laban for
many years.  He worked for his uncle to earn a
wife and livestock.  Jacob left his Uncle
Laban’s home.  Jacob took Leah and Rachel,
all his children, servants, and animals.  They
had to travel a long way back to Canaan.  To
get to Canaan, they would have to travel
through the country where his brother Esau
lived. It had been a long time since Jacob
had seen Esau.  The last time they were
together, Esau wanted to harm Jacob.


Before seeing Esau, Jacob wanted to
find out if his brother still wanted to kill him.  He
sent messengers to tell Esau he was coming
with his family.  The messengers returned and
reported that Esau was coming to meet
Jacob with 400 men.  Jacob became afraid. 
He did not ask the Lord what he should do,
but made his own plan to divide his family into
two groups.  Jacob thought that if Esau
attacked one group, the other group would
escape.  Then Jacob prayed and asked the
Lord to be with him.  Jacob also got a large
present of livestock ready for Esau. 


That night, Jacob took his whole family
and two female servants across the Jabok
River.  Jacob slept away from his family. 
During the night, the Lord came and wrestled
with Jacob all night long.  The Lord gave
Jacob a sore hip as a reminder of the time
that they wrestled.  Jacob realized that he
was wrestling with the Lord and asked for
a blessing.  The Lord gave Jacob a new
name, Israel, and a blessing.


The day came for Jacob to meet his
brother Esau. Jacob forgot to trust in the


 Lord and followed the plan he had
made to divide his family.  Jacob’s
servants and their children went first,
then Leah and her children, and last
Rachel and her children.  When
Jacob was close to Esau, he bowed
seven times.  He wanted to show
Esau that he was sorry for cheating
and stealing the birthright from him. 
Esau was so happy to see his brother
again.  He did not want to kill Jacob
anymore.  Esau wanted to travel with
Jacob, but Jacob was still not sure
that he could trust Esau even after
the Lord had promised to be with
him.  Jacob tried to get Esau to
leave his family to travel alone.  So
Esau went to his home and Jacob
went in the opposite direction to
Canaan.


After living in Canaan for a
time, God wanted Jacob to move to
a place called Bethel.  While in
Bethel, God came to bless Jacob
and remind him that his family would
become a mighty nation.  Jacob
and his family moved from Bethel to
Bethlehem.  In Bethlehem, Rachel
died while having a baby.  This was
Jacob’s last son, named Benjamin. 
Jacob then went to visit his father,
Isaac.  Isaac was very old and he
died at age 180.  Esau and Jacob
buried their father.


God helps Jacob realize that it is He who has preserved and blessed
him.


God helps us realize that He preserves and blesses us.
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Activity One - Circle the words in the word-find puzzle below.  All letters will only be
used once.  Talk about why the words belong to today’s story.


Activity Two - Discuss the following questions. 


1. Why didn’t Jacob want to see Esau?


2. What did Jacob’s messengers find out about Esau? How did this make Jacob feel?


3. Who came to visit Jacob the night before he was to meet Esau? What happened to
Jacob?


4. Why did the Lord wrestle with Jacob?


5. How did Jacob decide to go to see Esau? Why did he divide his family into groups?


6. Why do you think Jacob took a very large gift to Esau?


7. Who died at the end of the story?
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Passages


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and
you shall glorify Me.


God tells us in the Bible that we are to pray to Him when we are in trouble.  In our story,
Jacob prayed when he was troubled over meeting his brother again.  Jacob remembered
that Esau wanted to kill him and he was afraid. 


Draw three pictures of times when you are in trouble and could pray to the Lord for help.


Hymn - TLH #428 v.1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


What should Jacob have trusted in the Lord to do for him?  
What should you trust the Lord to do for you?  
Talk about things that you trust the Lord to do for you.  Don’t forget the most important thing
that the Lord did for you.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, 
Thank You for giving us Your Word.  Please help us to remember to trust that You will always
be with us.  Help us to remember that we should pray when we have a problem because
You promise to hear us and help us.  In Your name we pray, Amen.
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Jacob Returns to Canaan
Genesis 32, 33, 35


Have you gone on a vacation? Were you excited to
pack your belongings and start out on a trip to a favorite
vacation spot or quiet cabin for a few days away from
home? Imagine being gone from home for more than a
few days or even weeks. Imagine being gone for years from
family and friends. What had changed? Who is new? How
is the family?


In today’s story, we are going to learn that Jacob is
going home. He has stayed with his uncle Laban for years
waiting for his mother to send word that he should come
home. No word has been received, yet, Jacob is going home.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, we know that You care for us better than we could ever care


for ourselves, You alone know what is best for us. We ask You now to give each of us the
unshakable confidence in You as our Protector and Provider. Grant that through the study of
this lesson we might come to realize that just as You were with Jacob and brought him safely
through many adversities, so You will always protect and provide for each one of Your
children. Bless our study of this truth, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.


The Story - Genesis 32, 33, 35


Jacob makes the final preparation
for returning home. The Lord reassured
Jacob that this was the right thing by
sending angels to met Jacob. When
Jacob left home, he was fleeing from Esau,
his brother. Still unsure how his brother Esau
would accept Jacob’s return special
preparation needed to be made. First
Jacob sent messengers ahead to inform
Esau that he was coming home. The
messengers returned to Jacob and told
him that Esau, along with 400 men, was
coming to meet Jacob. This news caused
Jacob to be afraid. Why 400 men? Was
Esau still upset with his brother?


Looking to his human understanding


Jacob divided his family and processions
into two groups. If Esau destroyed the first
group than the second group could
escape. Then he turned to the Lord in
prayer requesting that the Lord grant
Jacob a safe home coming. Jacob
reminded the Lord of the promises that
God had given to him, such as the promise
of becoming a great nation. Jacob,
trusting in knowledge that it was the Lord’s
will that he return home, sent the first group
of animals and servants to his brother Esau.
Jacob instructed the servants to tell Esau
that these were gifts from his brother. After
the first group left Jacob moved his two
wives, their servants, and his eleven sons
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over a brook to protect them in case Esau
did not accept Jacob’s gifts.


That night, while waiting to learn of
Esau’s response to Jacob’s gifts, Jacob
wrestled with a Man until the breaking of
day. The Man was the Lord. As morning
was waking, Jacob would not let go of the
Man. Jacob requested a blessing from the
Man. The Lord blessed Jacob by changing
his name to Israel because he had
struggled with God and with men, and
prevailed.


As the sun rose Jacob saw Esau
coming. Scared by the vision of his
powerful brother and his 400 men, Jacob
quickly divided his children and servants
putting the maidservants first, then Leah
and her children, finally Rachel and
Joseph. Then Jacob went out to greet his
brother by bowing to the ground seven
times. Esau ran to meet Jacob, embraced
him, and they wept in joy together. Esau
was impressed with Jacob’s family. It was
a wonderful family reunion blessed by the
Lord.


Esau did not wish to accept the gifts
that Jacob had given him, however,
Jacob insisted. Esau wanted everyone to
return home together. Jacob, concerned
for his family, encouraged Esau to go on
ahead. He and his family would follow.
Esau went on home.


Jacob and his family safely made
their way back to Succoth in Canaan were
he purchased some land, built a house
and provided for his livestock. The Lord


directed Jacob to move to Bethel and
dwell there. Before moving, Jacob knew
that some of the servants and family
members still believed in false gods and
were carrying idols with them. Jacob
asked that these gods be put away.
Jacob buried these idols and the family
moved on. The Lord protected Jacob’s
family as they moved from place to place
in Canaan. At Bethel, Jacob built an altar
to the Lord. It was here that the Lord first
appeared to Jacob when he was fleeing
his brother. The promise of the Lord then
was fulfilled; God had been and was with
Jacob. It was here that the Lord repeated
His promises to Jacob again.


Shortly after their stop in Bethel,
Rachel gave birth to her second son.
However, while in childbirth, Rachel died.
Jacob named the child Benjamin and
buried his wife at Bethlehem.


Jacob finally returned to his home
and to his father Isaac. Shortly after
Jacob’s return, Isaac died at the age of
180 years. Esau and Jacob buried their
father together.


Like returning home from a vacation,
Jacob returned to his homeland. He had
to be kind not only to his brother and his
family but to all those who inhabited the


land of Canaan. The Lord continued to
bless Jacob, Israel, and Jacob showed his
love in return by building altars and
praising God.


Outer Aim - God helps Jacob realize that it is He who has preserved and
blessed him.
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What the Story Tells Us - If the statement is true circle the “T”. If the statement is false
circle the “F”.


T or F 1. As Jacob started back to Canaan, God appeared to him.


T or F 2. Esau sent messengers to greet his brother Jacob.


T or F 3. Jacob was sorry for his sin against his brother; he wanted Esau’s forgiveness.


T or F 4. It was God’s idea that Jacob return to Canaan.


T or F 5. Jacob was poor when he left Canaan; now he was returning home rich.


T or F 6. Jacob tried to buy his forgiveness from Esau.


T or F 7. When Jacob wrestled with the Lord, Jacob’s hip was injured.


T or F 8. The Lord blessed Jacob with a new name: Israel.


T or F 9. Esau was not happy that his brother had returned.


T or F 10. The Lord assured Jacob about his return home and blessed him.


What the Bible Tells Us - Look up the following Bible references and match it with one
of the following statements. You will use each passage once.


Psalm 145:15
Philippians 4:19


1 Peter 5:7
Psalm 37:5


Psalm 33:18
Psalm 50:15


1. Which passage tells us to cast all our cares on the Lord because He cares for us?


2. Jacob knew that he could look to the Lord for guidance. Name the passage that tells us
to commit our way to Lord, like Jacob did, knowing that the Lord will bless us.


3. In this passage we are reminded that all our food for every season comes from the Lord.
Name the passage.


4. Lord either directly or through His angels reassured Jacob that returning to Canaan was
the correct thing to do. Which passage reminds us to look to the Lord and know that He
will take care of us?


5. It is by Jesus Christ that we know that our Heavenly Father loves and guides us here on
earth. Name the passage that reminds of this.


6. Jacob was taught by his parents to look to the Lord. Israel passed this lesson on to his
children. One of the passages above gives us the command from God to turn to Him all
the time, especially when we are in trouble. Name that passage.
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Inner Aim - God helps us realize He preserves and blesses us.


Passages


Psalm 145:15 - The eyes of all look
expectantly to You, and You give them


their food in due season.


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the
LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it


to pass.


1 Peter 5:7 - casting all your care
upon Him, for He cares for you.


Psalm 50:15 - Call upon Me in the
day of trouble; I will deliver you,


and you shall glorify Me.


Hymn - TLH #428 v.1, 2, 4, 6 Where should you be looking for your strength today?


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, whenever I am tempted to put my trust in myself remind me always to put my
trust in You. Let me never forget that You are my strength and that You are always with me
and will never leave me. Apart from You I can accomplish no good thing. Strengthen the
faith with which You have blessed me and help me to always trust in You as my Savior and
Provider. In Jesus’ name I ask this. Amen.
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Jacob Returns to Canaan
Genesis 32, 33, 35


Teenagers today are under a lot of pressure from their peers.
The world tries very hard to force them to make split-second decisions
whether they understand the consequences or not. Have you ever felt
that pressure? Friends may try to encourage you smoke, do drugs,
steal, and worse. We make mistakes; we are sinners. But that does not
make it right. The Lord reminds us to face up to faults and mistakes; to
look to Him for guidance and love but above all for forgiveness.


In today’s lesson, Jacob is ready to return home. He left home in
a hurry because he was pressured into doing something that was not
right. Jacob was not pressured by his friends to lie and cheat his father and brother but by
his own mother. Now he feels the need to return home, ask for forgiveness, and raise his
family in the land of Canaan.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, we know that You care for us better than we could ever care


for ourselves, You alone know what is best for us. We ask You now to give each of us the
unshakable confidence in You as our Protector and Provider. Grant that through the study of
this lesson we might come to realize that just as You were with Jacob and brought him safely
through many adversities, so You will always protect and provide for each one of Your
children. Bless our study of this truth, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.


The Story - Genesis 32, 33, 35


Jacob makes the final
preparation for returning home. The
Lord reassured Jacob that this was the
right thing by sending angels to meet
Jacob. When Jacob left home, he
was fleeing from Esau, his brother. Still
unsure how his brother Esau would
accept Jacob’s return, special
preparation needed to be made. First
Jacob sent messengers ahead to
inform Esau that he was coming
home. The messengers returned to


Jacob and told him that Esau, along with
400 men, was coming to meet Jacob.
This news caused Jacob to be afraid.
Why 400 men? Was Esau still upset with
his brother?


Looking to his human
understanding, Jacob divided his family
and processions into two groups. If Esau
destroyed the first group, then the
second group could escape. Next,
Jacob turned to the Lord in prayer
requesting that the Lord grant him a safe
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home-coming. Jacob reminded the
Lord of the promises that God had
given to him, such as the promise of
becoming a great nation. Jacob,
trusting in the knowledge that it was
the Lord’s will that he return home,
sent the first group of animals and
servants to his brother Esau. Jacob
instructed the servants to tell Esau that
these were gifts from his brother. After
the first group left Jacob moved his
two wives, their servants, and his
eleven sons over a brook to protect
them in case Esau did not accept
Jacob’s gifts.


That night, while waiting to learn
of Esau’s response to Jacob’s gifts,
Jacob wrestled with a Man until the
breaking of day. The Man was the
Lord. As morning was waking, Jacob
would not let go of the Man. Jacob
requested a blessing from the Man.
The Lord blessed Jacob by changing
his name to Israel because he had
struggled with God and with men,
and prevailed.


As the sun rose, Jacob saw Esau
coming. Scared by the vision of his
powerful brother and his 400 men,
Jacob quickly divided his children and
servants putting the maidservants first,
then Leah and her children, finally
Rachel and Joseph. Then Jacob went
out to greet his brother by bowing to
the ground seven times. Esau ran to
meet Jacob, embraced him, and they
wept in joy together. Esau was
impressed with Jacob’s family. It was
a wonderful family reunion blessed by
the Lord.


Esau did not wish to accept the
gifts that Jacob had given him.


However, Jacob insisted. Esau wanted
everyone to return home together.
Jacob, concerned for his family,
encouraged Esau to go on ahead. He
and his family would follow. Esau went
on home.


Jacob and his family safely made
their way back to Succoth in Canaan
where he purchased some land, built a
house and provided for his livestock. The
Lord directed Jacob to move to Bethel
and dwell there. Before moving, Jacob
knew that some of the servants and
family members still believed in false
gods and were carrying idols with them.
Jacob asked that these gods be put
away. Jacob buried these idols and the
family moved on. The Lord protected
Jacob’s family as they moved from
place to place in Canaan. At Bethel,
Jacob built an altar to the Lord. It was
here that the Lord first appeared to
Jacob when he was fleeing his brother
many years before. The promise of the
Lord then was fulfilled; God had been
and continued to be with Jacob. It was
here that the Lord repeated His promises
to Jacob.


Shortly after the stop in Bethel,
Rachel gave birth to her second son.
While in childbirth, Rachel died. Jacob
named the child Benjamin and buried his
wife at Bethlehem.


Jacob finally returned to his home
and to his father Isaac. Shortly after
Jacob’s return, Isaac died at the age of
180 years. Esau and Jacob buried their
father together.


The Lord continued to bless Jacob
(Israel), and Jacob showed his love in
return by building altars and praising
God.
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Outer Aim - God helps Jacob realize that it is He who has preserved and
blessed him.


What the Story Tells Us - If the statement is true circle the “T”. If the statement is false circle
the “F”.
T or F 1. As Jacob started back to Canaan, God appeared to him.


T or F 2. Esau sent messengers to greet his brother Jacob.


T or F 3. Jacob was sorry for his sin against his brother; he wanted Esau’s forgiveness.


T or F 4. It was God’s idea that Jacob return to Canaan.


T or F 5. Jacob was poor when he left Canaan; now he was returning home rich.


T or F 6. Jacob tried to buy his forgiveness from Esau.


T or F 7. The Lord blessed Jacob with a new name: Israel.


T or F 8. Esau was not happy that his brother had returned.


T or F 9. The Lord assured Jacob about his return home and blessed him.


What the Bible Tells Us - Look up the following Bible references and explain how you can
apply them to your life today.


1. Psalm 121. ____________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Psalms 18:2. ___________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


3.James 1:7. _____________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________







Old Testament 4 Jacob Returns to Canaan - Level 4


Inner Aim - God helps us realize He preserves and blesses us.


Passages


Psalm 145:15 - The eyes of all look
expectantly to You, and You give them


their food in due season.


Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the
LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it


to pass.


1 Peter 5:7 - casting all your care upon
Him, for He cares for you.


Psalm 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you,
and you shall glorify Me.


Hymn - TLH #428 v.1, 2, 4, 6 Where should you be looking for your strength today?
I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, whenever I am tempted to put my trust in myself remind me always to put my
trust in You. Let me never forget that You are my strength and that You are always with me
and will never leave me. Apart from You I can accomplish no good thing. Strengthen the
faith with which You have blessed me and help me to always trust in You as my Savior and
Provider. In Jesus’ name I ask this. Amen.
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STORY 8/18/2004


Jacob returns to Canaan - Genesis Chapters 32, 33 & 35


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, I know that You care for me better than I could ever care for myself, for You
alone know what is best for me. I ask You now to give me the ability to teach this truth to my students
and to create in their hearts an unshakable confidence in You as their Protector and Provider. Grant
that through the teaching of this lesson they might come to realize that just as You were with Jacob
and brought him safely through many adversities, so You will always protect and provide for each
one of Your children. Bless my presentation of this truth, in Jesus' Name I ask. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Edom - means "red"; a name given both to Esau and to the country he inhabited. Esau was called
"red" both because he was covered with reddish hair and because he sold his birthright for some red
stew. The land known as Edom (also called Idumea) is so named for its unusual red sandstone
formations. It is located southeast of Israel.


Sojourn - to stay as a temporary resident


Staff - a walking stick used in the Middle East for shepherding and for defense


Appease - to calm or pacify; to bring to a state of peace


Ford of the Jabbok - a popular point at which to cross the Jabbok River. The Jabbok winds some 60
miles through the country east of the Jordan River and eventually empties into the Jordan about
halfway between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.


Socket of the hip - the area disabled on Jacob - either the joint of the hip itself, the sciatic muscle
located near the hip, or the corresponding tendons in that area.


Israel - Name given to Jacob and later to all of his descendants. It is variously translated as "struggles 
with God," "having power with God," "God's fighter," "ruling with God," and "prince with God."


Succoth - means "booths." A city east of Shechem and the Jordan River and north of the Jabbok. So
named because Jacob erected booths for his animals there. Later also the site of Solomon's copper
mining and smelting operations. (Not to be confused with the Succoth near Egypt where the Israelites
camped the first night after the Exodus.)


Terebinth tree - a small tree of the sumac family, known for producing turpentine.


OUTER AIM
Jacob returns to Canaan and is reunited with his brother Esau.


INNER AIM
God makes Jacob realize that it is He who has preserved and blessed him.


BACKGROUND
When Rebekah first sent Jacob to Laban, she told him to remain there until she sent for him (Genesis
27:45). Jacob is now returning without having received word from his mother and is therefore
uncertain and fearful of how his brother Esau might receive him. Scheming and manipulating have
been part of his entire life and he is afraid the sins of his past are about to catch up with him. With this
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fear in his heart he prepares to meet Esau, the twin brother he had once cheated and exploited.


Chapter 32
! Jacob has had many years to contemplate how he might appease his brother. As always he comes


to rely on subtle scheming, resolving first to send messengers ahead to test the waters and
prepare Esau for his arrival. In a subtle way he seeks to let Esau know that he is not powerless
against an attack, instructing his messengers to tell Esau that he has male and female servants.
He also calls Esau "lord" and himself "your servant Jacob." His words intend to indicate
strength, but humble submission and non-aggression.


! Jacob expected his messengers to be gone many days, for the trip to Esau's home was long. He
was terrified when they returned well before the appointed time to tell him that Esau was coming
to meet him with 400 men. His first reaction was to plan and scheme, dividing his possessions
and family into two camps. He must have quickly recognized the futility of the move, and for the
first time (recorded) since leaving his homeland he approaches God in prayer. In that prayer he
holds God to the promise Hehad made to him.


! Although his prayer certainly was heartfelt and genuine, Jacob still cannot resist the temptation
to take matters into his own hands and seek to finesse. He sends herd upon herd and flock upon
flock ahead of him in an attempt to pacify his brother. He strategically spaces each herd and
flock to multiply the effect in Esau's eyes, again instructing his messengers to call Jacob
"servant" and Esau "lord."


! The account of the wrestling with "a Man" is difficult to fully comprehend and has been
explained in many different ways. Jacob obviously believed that the man with whom he wrestled
was God in human form. We have no reason to doubt that it was. Luther said that God probably
shrouded the event in mystery because mystery invites further reflection. The best explanation is
that God wanted to teach Jacob a valuable lesson. Jacob had been "wrestling" his entire life. God
here demonstrated that wrestling against God is futile. Man cannot prevail against God, but can
only succeed with God.


! The fact that "the Man saw that he did not prevail" is not a sign of God's lack of power. Instead
God came in a form that could be challenged, but demonstrated his power by a single touch. This
was all a sign that God has bound himself to be affected by the faithful who wrestle with Him in
prayer. He draws a distinction between the physical and spiritual by ending the physical struggle
with a touch that dislocated Jacob's hip. Perhaps also the muscle was permanently affected,
leaving Jacob with a reminder that his struggle is with God and can be successful only through
faith and prayer. No man by force of his own will or strength can oppose God. This lesson Jacob
needed to learn. God held his future in his hands.


! The "man" renames Jacob to Israel (see note above), yet he will not tell Jacob his name. This, to
Luther, further deepens the mystery and invites our continued contemplation. Some suggest that
"the Man" thus indicates that Jacob should have already known who He was from what He had
said and done.


! The limp remains as a reminder, at least for a time. We don't know for how long.


Chapter 33
! Again Jacob demonstrates his shameless favoritism by ranking his children according to his


affection - the least favorable placed forward in the greatest danger. Certainly his conduct must
have had a profound effect on the less favored women and children and may well have
contributed to future jealousies and the resultant selling and enslavement of Joseph.


! Jacob demonstrated rare courage and forthrightness by going on ahead of the women and
children to meet Esau alone. He demonstrates his utter humility in Oriental fashion by bowing
seven times to the ground, but Esau had been blessed by God and demonstrates no ill will
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whatsoever toward the brother. All Jacob's scheming and his lavish gifts had been unnecessary.
God had been at work in Esau's heart. Note that though Jacob called Esau "lord," Esau called
Jacob "brother."


! Whether out of guilt or joy, or perhaps as an attempt to prevent Esau from changing his mind and
making a claim against him in the future, Jacob insisted that Esau accept the lavish gift offered to
him. What he gave to him was something of a fortune, perhaps a payment for the blessing and
birthright he had stolen and extorted.


! Jacob still did not trust Esau and again demonstrated some of his old scheming. He refused to
travel with Esau (using the excuse that Esau would travel too fast for the young ones) and urged
him to go on ahead. He even refused Esau's offer of some of his armed men as an escort,
indicating that Jacob probably had no intention of ever going to Esau's homeland, Seir. Finally
Jacob lied to his brother, promising that he would come to him in Seir. Instead he traveled in
almost the opposite direction and lived for a time in Succoth–a makeshift town of booths he built
east of the Jordan.


! Some time later Jacob crossed the Jordan River and settled near Shechem in Canaan. There he
bought a parcel of land and erected an altar there. He called the place, literally translated, "God,
the God of Israel." This is the first indication in the Bible where Jacob referred to God as his
God. Prior to this time he had always referred to Him as the God of his fathers, Abraham and
Isaac.


Chapter 35
! After the incident with Dinah and Shechem, Jacob was told by God to move to Bethel (where


Jacob first saw God when he fled from Esau). This Jacob did, but why he moved from Bethel,
where God had told to live, and settled in Ephrath (Bethlehem) is not known.


! Before he made the trip to Bethel, Jacob commanded that all idols be put away and that his
household purify both their bodies and their clothes. A significant spiritual change had obviously
come over Jacob. Why he had allowed the foreign gods up until this point is not known.
Certainly from this point on, however, the God of his fathers is now also his God.


! God appeared to Jacob yet again in Bethel and renewed the promise He had made to Abraham
and Isaac. There God promised Jacob that "kings would come from his body." The greatest king,
of course, was the King of kings and Lord of lords - our Savior Jesus Christ, who was born of the
Tribe of Judah.


! In Verse 13 we read that "God went up from him in the place where He talked with him." This
was in keeping with God's original promise to Jacob in Genesis 28:15, "I will not leave you until
I have done what I have spoken to you." Though God surely kept watch over Jacob in the years
to come, we have no other record that he ever appeared to him as He had done at Bethel and at
the Ford of the Jabbok.


! Jacob's beloved Rachel died in childbirth near Bethlehem and was buried there. In death she
gave birth to Jacob's final son, Benjamin.


! By sleeping with Jacob's concubine, Reuben was attempting to lay premature claim to his
inheritance as firstborn. This was an insolent, prideful sin and it later cost Reuben his rights as
firstborn (cf. Genesis 49:3-4).


! Good and faithful Isaac was reunited with his son Jacob before he died. Isaac lived 180 years and
was buried by his sons, Jacob and Esau. It is not known if Jacob and Esau kept in contact, other
than when they buried their father Isaac. Though Esau's descendants bore hostility toward the
Children of Israel, we have no record that Esau himself held a grudge toward his brother.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, whenever I am tempted to put my trust in myself remind me always to put my trust in You.
Let me never forget that You are my strength and that You are always with me and will never leave me.
Apart from You I can accomplish no good thing. Strengthen the faith with which You have blessed me
and help me to always trust in You as my Savior and Provider. In Jesus Name I ask this. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This account is much too long to read in class. It would be wise to assign the reading of this section to
the older students a week ahead of time. Parents should also be encouraged to read these chapters to the
younger children during the week prior. During class-time tell the story in your own words, making
notes of the special points you want to be sure to include. It might be easiest to skip any mention of
Chapter 34, as well as 35:22.


APPLICATIONS
1. All of man's scheming and planning will always come to naught unless the Lord is working for us.
Make the student see that Jacob was only successful because God had determined that he should be
successful. Above all stress the role Jacob played in God's master plan for our salvation. God preserved
and blessed Jacob because He had promised to send the Promised Savior through the family of Jacob's
son, Judah. Note how long-suffering and patient God was with Jacob because of His promise.


2. It is a mistake to try to justify the conduct of Jacob. Jacob was often a deceitful manipulator. It is to
God's praise and glory that He makes use of such raw human material to accomplish His goals. It should
be a great comfort to each of us to know that God does not cast us away because of our weakness and
sin. Have the students list examples both of how they have sinned and also of how God has nevertheless
blessed them day by day. We are no better than Jacob.


3. God surely wants us to work, and work hard, but lead the children to see that it is God, not our own
strength and intelligence, Who provides all that we have. 


4. Jacob's hip reminds us that God sometimes leaves us with painful reminders of lessons He wants us to
remember. Have the children think of examples (e.g., someone who drinks and drives may sustain
permanent injuries in a crash, etc.).


5. God wants us to "wrestle" with Him in prayer and, like Jacob, will bless us for it. 


6. The effect of sins often lives on for many years. Note how the sins Jacob committed against his
brother Esau came back to haunt him after many years had passed. In the same way the pain and sorrow
we cause by our words and actions today can linger in the hearts and lives of our neighbor for many
years.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Matthew 6:11 - Give us this day our daily bread.


1 Peter 5:7 -  Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.


Psalms 37:5 -  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.


Psalms 50:15 -  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Middle any of the above and...
Philippians 4:19 - And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.


Psalms 145:15 - The eyes of all look expectantly to You, And You give them their food in due season.


Psalms 33:18 - Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope in His mercy.


Psalms 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.


Upper any of the above and...
Psalms 121:1-2 - I will lift up my eyes to the hills; From whence comes my help? My help comes from
the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.


Psalms18:2 - The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I
will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.


James 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.


HYMN CHOICES
"All Depends On Our Possessing" TLH #425:1 & 5
"I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" TLH #428:1, 4, 6
"Jesus, My Truth, My Way" TLH #433:1, 4-6
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STORY 8/17/2004


Early Life of Moses - Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, be with me, Your servant, as I bring Your Word of Truth to those placed into my charge.
Fill me with Your Spirit that I may lead them to see Your great love for us all in this world of sin.
Help me to show them Your wondrous love in Christ Jesus in Whom we are delivered from the
bondage of sin. Thus, may Your name be glorified through me and Your kingdom come to many. In
the name of Jesus Christ my Savior and Lord. Amen


VOCABULARY
Taskmasters - Overseers who dealt harshly
Midwives - A woman who aided another in child birth
Ark - Basket of reeds and water proofing material (pitch)
Midian - Midian was a son of Abraham by Keturah (Gen. 25:1-2)


OUTER AIM
God's people suffered under Pharaoh and the cruel taskmasters of Egypt


INNER AIM
God strengthens His people to do His will and wait with confidence and faith for their deliverance.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp. 146-151)
Jacob's family of seventy multiplied as God blessed them. A nation is brought into being. It is
estimated that the descendants of Jacob now numbered between two and three million people. This
became a deep concern of the Egyptian government. The people of Israel were good workers and
provided an excellent work force for the Egyptians.


Nevertheless, there arose a fear that the people of Israel would become more powerful than the
Egyptians and dominate them. This resulted in putting in place various work-related practices that
grievously burdened the people of Israel. Besides, they tried to limit the growth of the nation of Israel
or possibly bring it to extinction. All of the male infants were to be killed at birth. So God began His
plan of deliverance of the people of Israel.


vs. 1-7
About 350 years had passed since Jacob's family entered Egypt.


vs. 8-14
Obviously the good relationship that existed between Joseph and Pharaoh was in the distant past. The
Egyptian government began to fear the population growth of the people of Israel in the land of
Goshen. Would they grow to such an extent that they would become a threat to the nation of Egypt?
To make certain this would not happen the following practices were introduced:
! Cruel taskmasters were placed over them
! Work loads were increased
! Harsh treatment became extreme
! "Hard bondage-in mortars, in brick, and in all manner of service in the field" was their lot.
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The ancient Egyptians are known for their genius in erecting massive structures. Some of these huge buildings
are still intact and have stood for about five-thousand years. During their erection, thousands of men worked for
many years.


Brick making was an extremely laborious task. Clay was dug out of the swamps, worked into large square
bricks and placed in the sun to dry. Next, it is thought by some that they were placed into huge kilns and
exposed to intense heat for several days. They became as hard as stone.


vs. 15-22
! Hebrew midwives were instructed to kill all of the male offspring
! When the midwives who feared God refused to kill the male offspring, Pharaoh commanded the


Egyptians to cast every male child of the Hebrew people into the river.


This might seem strange, but we can well imagine the racist climate which could have been perpetuated by
Pharaoh against the people of Israel, for the Hebrews worshipped the one true God and would not join the
Egyptians in their idolatry. They likely stayed within their own community and married their own.


Not integrating with the Egyptians likely resulted in a natural resentment against them. It may have become
quite easy to convince the Egyptians to carry out such atrocity against these "foreign" people.


2 vs. 1-10
! A man and wife of the house of Levi conceived and bore a son and hid him three months.
! When hiding him became impossible the mother made a little water tight basket, placed her son in it and


nestled it in the reeds by the river bank.
! The baby’s sister watched over the child from a distance.
! Pharaoh's daughter bathed in the river and spotted the basket and sent a maid to get it.
! They found the male baby. He wept. She felt sorry for the little Hebrew child.
! The baby’s sister came and offered to bring a Hebrew woman who could nurse the child.
! Pharaoh's daughter agreed and so the mother of the baby was brought and became the one to care for her


own son. The child officially became the son of Pharaoh's daughter who called him Moses.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord God, You always hear the cry of Your people and come to deliver them. We praise You for coming to us
by sending us a Child, Your Son, Christ Jesus. By Him You have delivered us from the bondage of sin, death,
hell and the power of the devil. We thank You for this undeserved mercy. And we pray that You will fill us
with Your Spirit that do not judge people by the color of their skin or their nationality. Help us rather to share
Your love with all people. And so may we live a life of thankfulness by our words and actions. In the name of
Jesus we pray. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Because we live in a sinful world, God's people may suffer under cruel and Godless people. We may have no
choice but to bear the burdens placed upon us. As we pray to our gracious God we can rest assured that He will
deliver us in His own way and time. (Cf. II Tim. 3:10,11) However, regardless of our circumstances we must
always obey God rather than man no matter how that will affect us. The Hebrew midwives would not kill the
male babies that were born. They were constrained to obey God rather than man.


God saw the mistreatment of His people and planned their deliverance. Notice how God works within the
circumstances that exist. In spite of the Egyptian government, God moves people to do what is right. He enters
into the very palaces of the Egyptian government to raise up a leader for His people.
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APPLICATIONS
1. Today our government permits the killing of unborn infants. This is called abortion. We believe our


government is permitting ungodly action. We oppose this in any way we can.


2. Discuss some of the ways that we can legally do this individually and together with fellow believers.


3. Unlike the Egyptian government our government does not require abortion. Should that ever become the
case we would disobey our government.


4. Examples of murder 
a. Abortion: murder of an unborn baby
b. Mercy death: ending the life of a person who is terminally ill--also called "euthanasia."


Lynching: ending a person's life by taking the law into one's own hands.
c. Assassination: violent murder of a prominent person or a government official for political


reasons.
d. Homicide: another word for "murder." "-cide" at the end of a word means "kill" (patricide,


genocide, fratricide, etc). (Martin Luther's Small Catechism, Pastor Mike Sydow, 1988, p.54)


5. God planned our deliverance from the bondage of sin, death, hell and the power of Satan already in the
Garden of Eden. In spite of all of the opposition of Satan, the unbelieving world and our sinful flesh God
promised, planned and fulfilled His promise of our deliverance in Christ Jesus. We are not in His
kingdom of grace and are looking forward to our final deliverance from this world of sin when we are
ushered into the mansions of heaven prepared for us all in Christ Jesus.


6. We must realize how serious it is to judge others simply because they are different from us in some way.
We need to ask ourselves, "Does God love them?" Well, if God loves them we ought to love them also.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Exodus 20:13 - You shall not murder,
Acts 5:29 - We ought to obey God rather than men.


Middle any of the above and...
Romans 8:31b - If God is for us who can be against us? (Cf. Rm. 8:31-39)
Psalm 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass. (Cf. Ps. 37:5-15)


Upper any of the above and...
I John 3:18 - My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. Isaiah 41:10


HYMN CHOICES
"If Thou But Suffer God To Guide Thee" (TLH #518)
"If God Himself Be For Me" (TLH #528)
"Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH #520)
"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" (TLH #262)
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Early Life of Moses
Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


 


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child


God blessed Abraham’s family. They grew
to be a large nation and were called the Israelites. 
They had to live in Egypt for a time because there
was no food in their country. 


At first the Israelites, Abraham’s family, were
treated well in Egypt. But after many years the
king of Egypt, or Pharaoh, became afraid of the
large nation. He decided that he would try to
make them weak by turning them into slaves.  He
made them work very hard building his cities.  But
still, the people continued to grow larger and
stronger.  


Then Pharaoh thought of an evil plan.  He
would command that each Israelite baby boy be
thrown into the river and killed.  Many Israelite
babies died because of this plan.  But one mother,
whose baby was Moses, decided that she could
not let her baby boy die.  She believed that God
would help her think of a plan to save Moses.  
She hid him for 3 months until he became too big
to hide.  Then she made a basket out of reeds and
filled the cracks with tar so that it would float.  She
put Moses among the reeds in the river.  The
baby’s sister, Miriam, watched him from a
distance to make sure that nothing bad
happened to him.  


Later, God led the daughter of the evil king
near the water, where she found Moses.  She felt
sorry for him, and took him out of the basket. 
When Miriam, Moses’s sister, offered to find
someone to take care of the baby until he was
bigger, the king’s daughter agreed.  


Miriam took Moses back to his own mother! 
The mother was overjoyed that she could take
care of her baby again!  She taught him about
the LORD and how He would send His Son to die
for the sins of the world.  When the boy was old
enough to leave his mother, he became the son
of the king’s daughter, but always remembered


what his mother taught him about his LORD.
One day the LORD would use Moses


to help His people leave Egypt and go to
their own land.


God’s people suffered under
Pharaoh.


God will help those who believe in
Him.


Passage
Romans 8:31b  If God is for us, who can be


against us?


Hymn TLH 648 v. 1


I am Jesus’ little lamb, 
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need, and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.  


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for taking
care of baby Moses and taking care of me.
Be with me until I go to heaven to be with
You and all believers. In Jesus’ name. Amen







Old Testament 2 Early Life of Moses  - Preschool


Classroom Art Activity - Moses in a Basket
Have the children color the Baby Moses and cut out. Cut and assemble the basket and
place the Baby Moses in it. 
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Early Life of Moses
Exodus 1:1 - 2:10
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The Story


Have you ever been separated
from your Mother?  She probably didn’t
leave you on purpose, but in this story,
we will learn about a mother that had
to leave her child.  We are going to
learn why she had to leave her baby
and how God took care of him.
Even after Jacob and his sons had
died, God continued to bless their
family.  They grew to be a large nation
and were called the Israelites.  At this
time, there was a king of Egypt that did
not remember the good things Joseph
had done to help Egypt.  He became
afraid of the large
nation, and decided
one day that he
would try to make
them weak by turning
them into slaves. 
He made them
work very hard
building his
cities.  But still,
the people
continued to grow
larger and stronger.  


Then the king thought of an evil
plan.  He would command that each
baby Israelite boy be thrown into the
river.  Many Israelite babies died
because of this plan.  But one mother,
whose baby was named Moses,
decided that she could not let her
baby boy die.  She believed that God
would help her think of a plan to save
Moses.  She hid him for 3 months until


he became too big to hide.  Then
she made a basket out of reeds
and filled the cracks with tar so
that it would float.  She put Moses
among the reeds in the river.  The
baby’s sister, Miriam, watched
him from a distance to make sure
that nothing bad happened to
him.  


Later, God led the daughter
of the evil king near the water,
where she found Moses.  She felt
sorry for him, and took him out of
the basket. 


When Miriam
offered to find


someone to
take care of
the baby


until he
was
bigger,


the king’s
daughter


agreed.  Miriam
took Moses back
to his own mother! 


The mother was overjoyed that
she could take care of her baby
again!  She taught him about
God and how He would send His
Son to die for the sins of the world. 
When the boy was old enough to
leave his mother, he became the
son of the king’s daughter, but
always remembered what his
mother taught him about his Lord.
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Activity One - Draw the baby Moses in the basket. Add the reeds and river around him.


Cut along the dotted lines and weave strips of brown paper in and out of the slits.


God’s people suffered under Pharaoh and the cruel 
taskmasters of Egypt.


God strengthens His people to do His will and wait with confidence and faith for
their deliverance.
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Passage


Romans 8:31b  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Hymn - TLH 528 v. 1


If God Himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me my foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my Head and Master, befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster can drive me from His love?


Prayer


Lord God, we know that You listen to the prayers of everyone who is sad
or hurt.  We praise You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, so that He could
rescue us also from our sins, the devil, and hell.  We thank You, because we
know we don’t deserve any of this.  Please work in our hearts that we do not
think badly of people because of the color of their skin, or where they are from. 
Instead, help us to love all people just like You love us.  Guide us to show our
love and thanks by the things we do any say in our lives.  In Jesus’ name we
pray.  Amen.
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Early Life of Moses
Exodus 1:1 - 2:10
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The Story


Have you ever been separated
from your Mother?  She probably didn’t
leave you on purpose, but in this story,
we will learn about a mother that had
to leave her child.  We are going to
learn why she had to leave her baby
and how God took care of him.
Even after Jacob and his sons had
died, God continued to bless their
family.  They grew to be a large nation
and were called the Israelites.  At this
time, there was a king of Egypt that did
not remember the good things Joseph
had done to help Egypt.  He became
afraid of the large nation, and decided
one day that he
would try to make
them weak by
turning them into
slaves.  He made
them work
very hard
building his
cities.  But
still, the
people
continued to
grow larger and
stronger.  Then the king thought of an
evil plan.  He would command that
each baby Israelite boy be thrown into
the river.  Many Israelite babies died
because of this plan.  But one mother,
whose baby was named Moses,
decided that she could not let her
baby boy die.  She believed that God
would help her think of a plan to save


Moses.  She hid him for 3 months
until he became too big to hide. 
Then she made a basket out of
reeds and filled the cracks with tar
so that it would float.  She put
Moses among the reeds in the
river.  The baby’s sister, Miriam,
watched him from a distance to
make sure that nothing bad
happened to him.  


Later, God led the daughter
of the evil king near the water,
where she found Moses.  She felt
sorry for him, and took
him out of the basket. 


When Miriam
offered to
find
someone to


take care of
the
baby
until he


was bigger, the
king’s daughter


agreed.  Miriam
took Moses back
to his own mother! 


The mother was overjoyed that
she could take care of her baby
again!  She taught him about
God and how He would send His
Son to die for the sins of the world. 
When the boy was old enough to
leave his mother, he became the
son of the king’s daughter, but
always remembered what his
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mother taught him about his Lord.


Activity One - Tell how the words below teach something from the lesson.  Then find


the words in the puzzle below. 
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God’s people suffered under Pharaoh and the cruel 
taskmasters of Egypt.


God strengthens His people to do His will and wait with confidence and faith for
their deliverance.


BABY
KING


MOSES


REEDS
LORD


BASKET


RIVER
MIRIAM
EGYPT


EVIL
BOYS
TRUST
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Passages


Romans 8:31b  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Acts 5:29b  We ought to obey God rather than men.


Hymn - TLH 528 v. 1, 3


If God Himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me my foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my Head and Master, befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster can drive me from His love?


I build on this foundation, that Jesus and His blood
Alone are my salvation, the true, eternal good.
Without Him all that pleases is valueless on earth;
The gifts I owe to Jesus alone my love are worth.


Prayer


Lord God, we know that You listen to the prayers of everyone


who is sad or hurt.  We praise You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, so


that He could rescue us also from our sins, the devil, and hell.  We


thank You, because we know we don’t deserve any of this.  Please


work in our hearts that we do not think badly of people because of


the color of their skin, or where they are from.  Instead, help us to love


all people just like You love us.  Guide us to show our love and thanks


by the things we do and say in our lives.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 


Amen.
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Early Life of Moses
Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


 


Why is this baby in the water?


Who are the ladies around the baby?


What important part would this baby later
have in helping God’s people?


Prayer


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen.


The Story - Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


Now these are the names of the


children of Israel who came to Egypt;


each man and his household came with


Jacob: {2} Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and


Judah; {3} Issachar, Zebulun, and


Benjamin; {4} Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and


Asher. {5} All those who were descendants


of Jacob were seventy persons (for Joseph


was in Egypt already). 


{6} And Joseph died, all his brothers,


and all that generation. {7} But the


children of Israel were fruitful and


increased abundantly, multiplied and


grew exceedingly mighty; and the land


was filled with them. 


{8} Now there arose a new king over


Egypt, who did not know Joseph. {9} And


he said to his people, "Look, the


people of the children of Israel are


more and mightier than we; {10}


"come, let us deal shrewdly with


them, lest they multiply, and it


happen, in the event of war, that


they also join our enemies and fight


against us, and so go up out of the


land." 


{11} Therefore they set


taskmasters over them to afflict them


with their burdens. And they built for


Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and


Raamses. {12} But the more they


afflicted them, the more they


multiplied and grew. And they were


in dread of the children of Israel. {13}
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So the Egyptians made the children of


Israel serve with rigor. {14} And they made


their lives bitter with hard bondage; in


mortar, in brick, and in all manner of


service in the field. All their service in which


they made them serve was with rigor. 


{15} Then the king of Egypt spoke to


the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name


of one was Shiphrah and the name of the


other Puah; {16} and he said, "When you


do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew


women, and see them on the birthstools, if


it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a


daughter, then she shall live." {17} But the


midwives feared God, and did not do as


the king of Egypt commanded them, but


saved the male children alive. {18} So the


king of Egypt called for the midwives and


said to them, "Why have you done this


thing, and saved the male children alive?" 


{19} And the midwives said to


Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women


are not like the Egyptian women; for they


are lively and give birth


before the midwives come


to them." 


{20} Therefore God


dealt well with the


midwives, and the


people multiplied and


grew very mighty. {21} And


so it was, because the midwives feared


God, that He provided households for


them. 


{22} So Pharaoh commanded all his


people, saying, "Every son who is born you


shall cast into the river, and every


daughter you shall save alive."


{2:1)  And a man of the house of Levi


went and took as wife a daughter of Levi.


{2} So the woman conceived and bore a


son. And when she saw that he was a


beautiful child, she hid him three months.


{3} But when she could no longer


hide him, she took an ark of


bulrushes for him, daubed it with


asphalt and pitch, put the child in it,


and laid it in the reeds by the river's


bank. {4} And his sister stood afar off,


to know what would be done to him. 


{5} Then the daughter of


Pharaoh came down to bathe at the


river. And her maidens walked along


the riverside; and when she saw the


ark among the reeds, she sent her


maid to get it. {6} And when she had


opened it, she saw the child, and


behold, the baby wept. So she had


compassion on him, and said, "This is


one of the Hebrews' children." 


{7} Then his sister said to


Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and


call a nurse for you from the Hebrew


women, that she may nurse the child


for you?" 


{8} And Pharaoh's


daughter said to her, "Go."


So the maiden went and


called the child's mother. {9}


Then Pharaoh's daughter


said to her, "Take this child


away and nurse him for me,


and I will give you your wages."


So the woman took the child


and nursed him. {10} And the child


grew, and she brought him to


Pharaoh's daughter, and he


became her son. So she called his


name Moses, saying, "Because I


drew him out of the water."


Outer Aim - God’s people suffered
under Pharaoh and the cruel
taskmasters of Egypt.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle below with words from the WORD


BOX. Then unscramble the letters in the dark boxes to complete the phrase under the puzzle.
(Four letters have been done for you.)


Across:
1.              kept watch over Moses


while he was in the reeds.
2.  Moses’ mother made a           


with reeds and tar to keep
Moses safe.


5.  We can            that the Lord
will take care of us.


7.  The Egyptians were instructed
to throw the baby boys into
the              River.


8.   The             midwives refused
to obey the Pharaoh.  


Down:
1.             became the son of the


Pharaoh’s daughter.
2.  Pharaoh commanded that all


of the Hebrew baby  _____
be killed.


4.  The Israelites lived in the
country of            .


6.   God used the time Moses
spent with his mother so that
he could learn about his        
   . 


W                      A                                                                


   H                             A                                     .


EGYPT


NILE


MOSES


BOYS


HEBREW


SAVIOR


MIRIAM


TRUST


BASKET


1


2 3 4


5 6
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Inner Aim God strengthens His people to do His will and wait with confidence
and faith for their deliverance.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why did Moses’ mother place him in a basket in the Nile River?


2. Moses’ mother was breaking an Egyptian law. Was Moses’ mother right in
doing this?


3. Was why it so important that Moses not die?


Discuss these sinful types of murder. Then look up Matthew 5:44 and fill in the blanks of how
God wants us to treat others.


Suicide - ending one’s own life
Abortion - murder of an unborn baby
Mercy Death - ending the life of a person who is terminally ill - also called


“Euthanasia”
Lynching - ending a person’s life by taking the law into one’s own hands
Assassination - violent murder of a prominent person or a government official


for political reasons
Homicide - another word for murder “-cide” at the end of a word means “kill”


(Patricide - killing of one’s father, Genocide - killing of a particular racial
group, Fratricide - killing of one’s brother, etc.)


Matthew 5:44  "But I say to you, ______________ your enemies, 


_____________ those who curse you,  _______   ______________ to those


who hate you, and _____________ for those who spitefully use you and


persecute you.
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Passages


Romans 8:31b  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Acts 5:29b  We ought to obey God rather than men.


Psalms 37:5  Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, 


and He shall bring it to pass.


Hymn - TLH 528 v. 1, 3


If God Himself be for me, I may a host defy;


For when I pray, before me my foes, confounded, fly.


If Christ, my Head and Master, befriend me from above,


What foe or what disaster can drive me from His love?


I build on this foundation, that Jesus and His blood


Alone are my salvation, the true, eternal good.


Without Him all that pleases is valueless on earth;


The gifts I owe to Jesus alone my love are worth.


Prayer


Lord God, You always hear the cry of Your people and come to


deliver them.  We praise You for coming to us by sending us a Child,


Your Son, Christ Jesus.  By Him You have delivered us from the


bondage of sin, death, hell and the power of the devil.  We thank


You for this undeserved mercy.  And we pray that You will fill us with


Your Spirit that we do not judge people by the color of their skin or


their nationality.  Help us rather to share Your love with all people, and


so may we live a life of thankfulness by our words and actions.  In the


name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.  







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Early Life of Moses - Level 4       8/17/04


Early Life of Moses
Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


 


Why is this baby in the water?


Who are the ladies around the baby?


What important part would this baby later have in
helping God’s people?


Prayer


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen.


The Story - Exodus 1:1 - 2:10


Now these are the names of the
children of Israel who came to Egypt;
each man and his household came with
Jacob: {2} Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and
Judah; {3} Issachar, Zebulun, and
Benjamin; {4} Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and
Asher. {5} All those who were descendants
of Jacob were seventy persons (for Joseph
was in Egypt already). 


{6} And Joseph died, all his brothers,
and all that generation. {7} But the
children of Israel were fruitful and
increased abundantly, multiplied and
grew exceedingly mighty; and the land
was filled with them. 


{8} Now there arose a new king over
Egypt, who did not know Joseph. {9} And
he said to his people, "Look, the people of
the children of Israel are more and


mightier than we; {10} "come, let us
deal shrewdly with them, lest they
multiply, and it happen, in the event
of war, that they also join our
enemies and fight against us, and so
go up out of the land." 


{11} Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to afflict them
with their burdens. And they built for
Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and
Raamses. {12} But the more they
afflicted them, the more they
multiplied and grew. And they were
in dread of the children of Israel. {13}
So the Egyptians made the children
of Israel serve with rigor. {14} And
they made their lives bitter with hard
bondage; in mortar, in brick, and in
all manner of service in the field. All
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their service in which they made them
serve was with rigor. 


{15} Then the king of Egypt spoke to
the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name
of one was Shiphrah and the name of the
other Puah; {16} and he said, "When you
do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birthstools, if
it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a
daughter, then she shall live." {17} But the
midwives feared God, and did not do as
the king of Egypt commanded them, but
saved the male children alive. {18} So the
king of Egypt called for the midwives and
said to them, "Why have you done this
thing, and saved the male children alive?" 


{19} And the midwives said to
Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women
are not like the Egyptian women; for they
are lively and give birth before the
midwives come to them." 


{20} Therefore God dealt well with
the midwives, and the people multiplied
and grew very mighty. {21} And so it
was, because the midwives feared
God, that He provided households for
them. 


{22} So Pharaoh commanded
all his people, saying, "Every son
who is born you shall cast into the
river, and every daughter you shall
save alive."


{2:1)  And a man of the house of Levi
went and took as wife a daughter of Levi.
{2} So the woman conceived and bore a
son. And when she saw that he was a
beautiful child, she hid him three months.
{3} But when she could no longer hide him,
she took an ark of bulrushes for him,
daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the
child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the
river's bank. {4} And his sister stood afar off,
to know what would be done to him. 


{5} Then the daughter of
Pharaoh came down to bathe at
the river. And her maidens walked
along the riverside; and when she
saw the ark among the reeds, she
sent her maid to get it. {6} And when
she had opened it, she saw the
child, and behold, the baby wept.
So she had compassion on him, and
said, "This is one of the Hebrews'
children." 


{7} Then his sister said to
Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and
call a nurse for you from the Hebrew
women, that she may nurse the child
for you?" 


{8} And Pharaoh's daughter
said to her, "Go." So the maiden
went and called the child's mother.
{9} Then Pharaoh's daughter said to
her, "Take this child away and nurse
him for me, and I will give you your
wages." So the woman took


the child and
nursed him. {10}
And the child


grew, and
she brought


him to Pharaoh's
daughter, and he


became her son. So
she called his name Moses, saying,
"Because I drew him out of the
water."


Outer Aim - God’s people suffered
under Pharaoh and the cruel
taskmasters of Egypt.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions about the story. Discuss the answers
together.


1. Pharaoh was hoping that the Israelites would become weaker and die if he worked
them harder?  Why did this not happen?


2. Why do you think the Egyptians hated the Israelites so strongly?


3. Were the midwives sinning when they disobeyed the command of the Pharaoh that
ruled over them?  Support your answer with a bible passage.


4. If bad things happen to a nation, does that mean that God is angry at them?  Explain
your answer by examples in the story.


Inner Aim God strengthens His people to do His will and wait with confidence
and faith for their deliverance.


What God’s Word Tells Us  - Look at the passages on page 3 and tell who these apply to
in the STORY, and how they apply to YOU. The first one has been done for you.


Passage Applies to in the STORY Applies to YOU


Romans 8:31b - 
If God is for us,
who can be
against us?


God’s people had God on their
side protecting them against the
Egyptians.


God is protecting us from our
enemies.


Exodus 20:13  - 
You shall not
murder.


Acts 5:29b -  We
ought to obey
God rather than
men.







Old Testament 4 Early Life of Moses  - Level 4


Psalms 37:5 
Commit your
way to the
LORD, trust also
in Him, and He
shall bring it to
pass.


1 John 3:18  My
little children, let
us not love in
word or in
tongue, but in
deed and in
truth.


Hymn - TLH #528 v. 1, 3


If God Himself be for me, I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me my foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my Head and Master, befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster can drive me from His love?


I build on this foundation, that Jesus and His blood
Alone are my salvation, the true, eternal good.
Without Him all that pleases is valueless on earth;
The gifts I owe to Jesus alone my love are worth.


Prayer


Lord God, You always hear the cry of Your people and come to deliver them.  We
praise You for coming to us by sending us a Child, Your Son, Christ Jesus.  By Him You have
delivered us from the bondage of sin, death, hell and the power of the devil.  We thank You
for this undeserved mercy.  And we pray that You will fill us with Your Spirit that do not judge
people by the color of their skin or their nationality.  Help us rather to share Your love with all
people.  And so may we live a life of thankfulness by our words and actions.  In the name of
Jesus we pray.  Amen.  
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