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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                Abraham Offers Isaac  Level 1


Isaac’s Birth/Abraham Offers Isaac
Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


 


The Story


God had promised Abraham not
just one child but many children.
Abraham and Sarah were getting
very old and still they had no baby.
God wanted to make Abraham’s and


Sarah’s faith stronger. He wanted
them to learn to trust only in Him.


The Lord came to Sarah and
did something wonderful for
Sarah, just as He had said He







Old Testament 2  Isaac Offered  - Level 1


would. He gave Sarah and Abraham
a baby boy when they were very old.
Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90
when they had their baby. This was
exactly the time God wanted the
baby to be born. Abraham called his
new baby boy, Isaac.  And Sarah said,
“God has made me laugh, and
everyone who hears that I have had
a baby will join with me and also
laugh.” She knew everyone would be
surprised and happy that two old
people could have a baby.


After some years had passed,
God wanted to be sure Abraham still
loved and trusted only God. One day
God told Abraham to take his only son,
Isaac, the son he loved so very much,
and offer Isaac up as a burnt offering
to God. Abraham got up the very
next morning.  He called his only son,
Isaac, and two servants to go with
him. He got some wood to burn the
offering.  Then they started to travel. It
took them three days to walk to the
mountain.  It was where God wanted
them to be. 


When they got there, Abraham
told his servants to stay behind while
he and Isaac went on a little further.
Isaac was carrying the wood.
Abraham had the fire and a knife.
Isaac asked his father where the lamb
was that they would offer on the fire to
God. Abraham told Isaac that God
would make sure they had a lamb. 


When they came to the exact
place where God wanted them,
Abraham built an altar. He put the
wood on it. Last of all he tied Isaac up


and put Isaac on the altar. He
pulled out the knife and lifted it to
kill his only son. Suddenly the
Angel of the Lord called out to
him and told him, “Don’t kill your
son. Don’t even hurt him. Now I
know you love and trust me more
than even your only son. “ 


Just then Abraham saw a
ram caught in some bushes
behind him. Abraham took that
ram and offered it on the altar
instead of Isaac. Then the Angel
of the Lord called out to
Abraham again and said,
“Because I know you love me
more than your only son, I promise
I will bless you and give you many
more family members. Some day
you will have such a big family
you won’t even be able to count
everyone. Also, your large family
will be very strong. Best of all, the
Savior will come from your family
and all the world will be blessed
through the Savior.”


Can you imagine how sad
Abraham felt when God told him
to offer his son as a burnt offering
to God? Yet, he was going to do
exactly what God told him to do.
God made Abraham’s faith
strong, so he could do what God
asked.  He wants to make our
faith strong too.  He will take care
of us just as He took care of
Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac.
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Activity One - Write your name on the gift tag. God gives us many things.
Can you find six gifts from God in the boxes? Cut the boxes out or write them in
the package.


Activity Two - Look at the picture on page 1.


1. Draw a happy face       on the thing that gave Abraham so much
happiness and joy.


2. Draw a heart       on the person who loved and trusted in God more
than anything else.


3. Find the place on the picture where it tries to show us that we get our
help from God? Color the lines yellow.


Babies


Joy


Sin


Forgiveness


Love for Others


Meanness


Trust in God


Love for Jesus







Old Testament 4  Isaac Offered  - Level 1


God strengthened Abraham, Sarah and Isaac to live their lives
dependent upon Him.


All of us should love and trust God 
above anything else.


Passage


Philippians 2:13  “... for it is God who works in you both to will and to do
for His good pleasure.” 


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Help us to love and trust only in You. Please be with us as You


were with Abraham.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Abraham Offers Isaac -Level 2        7/7/04


Isaac’s Birth/Abraham Offers Isaac
Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19
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The Story
God had promised Abraham,


who used to be called Abram, not just
one child but many children. Abraham
and Sarah were getting very old and
still they had no baby. God wanted to
make Abraham’s and Sarah’s faith
stronger. He wanted them to learn to
trust only in Him.


The Lord came to Sarah and did
something wonderful for Sarah, just as
He had said He would. He gave Sarah
and Abraham a baby boy when they
were very old. Abraham was 100 and
Sarah was 90 when they had their
baby. This was exactly the time God
wanted the baby to be born. 


Abraham called his new baby
boy, Isaac. Abraham circumcised
Isaac when Isaac was only eight days
old, just as God had told him he should. 
And Sarah said, “God has made me
laugh, and everyone who hears that I
have had a baby will join with me and
also laugh.” She knew everyone would
be surprised and happy that two old
people could have a baby.


After some years had passed,
God wanted to be sure Abraham still
loved and trusted only God. One day
God told Abraham to take his only son,
Isaac, the son he loved so very much,
and offer Isaac up as a burnt offering
to God. Abraham got up the very next
morning and called his only son, Isaac,
and two servants to go with him. He got
some wood to burn the offering and
then they started to travel. 


It took them three days to
walk to the mountain where God
wanted them to be. When they
got there, Abraham told his
servants to stay behind while he
and Isaac went on a little farther.
Isaac was carrying the wood.
Abraham had the fire and a knife.
Isaac asked his father where the
lamb was that they would offer on
the fire to God. Abraham told
Isaac that God would make sure
they had a lamb. 


When they came to the
exact place where God wanted
them, Abraham built an altar. He
put the wood on it. Last of all he
tied Isaac up and put Isaac on
the altar. He pulled out the knife
and lifted it to kill his only son. 


Suddenly the Angel of the
Lord called out to him and told
him, “Don’t kill your son. Don’t
even hurt him. Now I know you
love and trust Me more than even
your only son. “ Just then
Abraham saw a ram caught in
some bushes behind him.
Abraham took that ram and
offered it on the altar instead of
Isaac. Abraham named the place
“The Lord will Provide” because
God helped him just as Abraham
believed He would. 


Then the Angel of the Lord
called out to Abraham again and
said, “Because I know you love
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me more than even your only son, I
promise I will bless you and give you
many more family members. Some day
you will have such a big family you
won’t even be able to count everyone.
Also, your large family will be very
strong. Best of all, the Savior will come
from your family and all the world will
be blessed through the Savior.”


Can you imagine how sad
Abraham felt when God told him
to offer his son as burnt offering to
God? Yet, he was going to do
exactly what God told him to do.
God gave Abraham a strong
faith. That is the only way
Abraham could do what God
asked of him. God also wants us
to love and trust only Him.  He will
bless us and help us and will take
care of us just as He took care of
Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac.


Activity One - Write your name on the gift tag. Write in the blanks inside the package
things which you know you could not have if God did not give them to you. Choose your
answers from the list next to the package.


Love for God


A Strong Faith


Good Works


Sin


Life


Forgiveness


Love for Others


Hatred
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God strengthened Abraham, Sarah and Isaac to live their lives
dependent upon Him.


Jehovah brought Abraham to love and trust in Him 
above anything else.


Activity Two - Use a pink crayon to make a “check mark” after sentences which show


happiness. Use a black crayon to make an “X” after the sentences which show sadness.


1. How do you think Abraham and Sarah felt when they had a baby?______


2. How do you think Abraham felt when God told him to offer Isaac as a burnt
offering?_______


3. How do you think Abraham felt when God told him he did not have to offer
Isaac?________


4. How do you think Abraham felt when God told him that he would have a
big and strong family?_______


5. How do you think Abraham felt when God told him that the Savior would
come from his family?_______


6. How do you feel when you have to do things that you do not want to
do?_________


7. How do you feel when you know that God wants to help you?_______


8. How do you feel when you are forgiven for your sins?________


Activity Three - Use the picture on page 1 and discuss the following.


1. Color the person who was willing to offer his son as a burnt offering to God.


2. Who else do you know offered His Son as an offering for all the sins of all people?


3. Color the person who was being offered up to God.


4. Who else do you know was offered for the sins of all people?


5. Discuss together how the two stories are the same. 


6. Discuss together how the two stories are different.
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Passage - Look at the passages and then answer the questions.


Hebrews 11:17-19- By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only


begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called,"
concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from


which he also received him in 
a figurative sense.


Abraham believed that God would help him. He loved God more than
even his only son, Isaac. From the passage above, tell how Abraham thought
God might help him. _______________________________________________


Philippians 2:13  for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure.


According to this passage, who will give you the faith to do whatever God
asks of you?_________________________


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
We know that Abraham, Sarah and Isaac did not always have a strong


faith. We know that You who gave them faith in the first place also gave them
a strong faith. Please make our faith stronger too. Help us to always love and
trust only in You. Amen.
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Isaac’s Birth/Abraham Offers Isaac
Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


 


Who in this picture do you think needs
God’s help?


Who in this picture do you think wants
God’s help?


Who in this picture do you think deserves
God’s help?


Who in this picture do you think God will
help and why?


Prayer
Dear Lord, We come to You to ask You to help us understand Your ways.
Sometimes we do not know why You do things in this world the way You do.
What we do know is that Your ways are best. Help us in today’s lesson to learn
how all things you do are right and good for those who believe in You. Amen.


The Story Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


And the LORD visited Sarah as He
had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as
He had spoken. {2} For Sarah
conceived and bore Abraham a son in
his old age, at the set time of which
God had spoken to him. {3} And
Abraham called the name of his son
who was born to him; whom Sarah bore
to him; Isaac. {4} Then Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old, as God had


commanded him. {5} Now Abraham
was one hundred years old when his
son Isaac was born to him. 


{6} And Sarah said, "God has
made me laugh, and all who hear will
laugh with me." {7} She also said, "Who
would have said to Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? For I have
borne him a son in his old age."


22:1  Now it came to pass after
these things that God tested Abraham,
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and said to him, "Abraham!" 
And he said, "Here I am." 
{2} Then He said, "Take now your


son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on
one of the mountains of which I shall tell
you." 


{3} So Abraham rose early in the
morning and saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him,
and Isaac his son; and he split the wood
for the burnt offering, and arose and
went to the place of which God had
told him. {4} Then on the third day
Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the
place afar off. {5} And Abraham said to
his young men, "Stay here with the
donkey; the lad and I will go yonder
and worship, and we will come back to
you." 


{6} So Abraham took the wood of
the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac
his son; and he took the fire in his hand,
and a knife, and the two of them went
together. {7} But Isaac spoke to
Abraham his father and said, "My
father!" 


And he said, "Here I am, my son."
 Then he said, "Look, the fire and


the wood, but where is the lamb for a
burnt offering?" 


{8} And Abraham said, "My son,
God will provide for Himself the lamb for
a burnt offering." So the two of them
went together. 


{9} Then they came to the place
of which God had told him. And
Abraham built an altar there and
placed the wood in order; and he
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, upon the wood.


 {10} And Abraham stretched out his
hand and took the knife to slay his son.
{11} But the Angel of the LORD called to
him from heaven and said, "Abraham,
Abraham!"


 So he said, "Here I am." 
{12} And He said, "Do not lay your


hand on the lad, or do anything to him;
for now I know that you fear God, since
you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me." 


{13} Then Abraham lifted his eyes
and looked, and there behind him was
a ram caught in a thicket by its horns.
So Abraham went and took the ram,
and offered it up for a burnt offering
instead of his son. {14} And Abraham
called the name of the place,
The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this
day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall
be provided." 


{15} Then the Angel of the LORD
called to Abraham a second time out
of heaven, {16} and said: "By Myself I
have sworn, says the LORD, because
you have done this thing, and have not
withheld your son, your only son; {17}
"blessing I will bless you, and multiplying
I will multiply your descendants as the
stars of the heaven and as the sand
which is on the seashore; and your
descendants shall possess the gate of
their enemies. {18} "In your seed all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice." 


{19} So Abraham returned to his
young men, and they rose and went
together to Beersheba; and Abraham
dwelt at Beersheba.
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Outer Aim 
God strengthened Abraham, Sarah and Isaac to live their lives dependent upon
Him.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks in the following sentences. Choose your
answers from the words given below.


1. God gave Abraham and Sarah a _________________
when they were old.


2. God gave Abraham ______________  _____________ so
he could do as God commanded.


3. God helped Abraham to ________________  ______ 
_________________ God more than his only son.


4. God will help us to ____________________ only in Him.


5. God gives us an __________________________ of the
way He works in this world.


6. God helps us ________  ______________ ____________.


What God Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why was it unusual for Abraham and Sarah to have a baby? 


2. Why did God make them wait so long for the child He had promised
them?


3. Why did God tell Abraham to offer Isaac up as burnt offering to Him?


4. Why was Abraham able to do what God asked of him?


5. Why was Isaac so important to Abraham?


6. Why was Isaac so important to all believers?


understanding


do good works 


baby 


strong faith


trust


love and trust  
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Inner Aim
God brought Abraham to revere, love, and trust in Him above/before anything
else.


Your Turn - Fill in the chart listing Isaac and Jesus’ similarities and differences.


ISAAC JESUS


How they are the same:


How they are different:


Passages
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Hebrews 11:17-19 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises offered up his only-begotten son, of


whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’ concluding that God was
able to raise him up, even from the dead.”


Phil. 2:13 “...for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure.”


Hebrews 6:13 “for when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could
swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying ‘surely blessing I will bless


you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”


Tell how these passages apply to the Inner Aim.


Hymn - TLH #517 v.1,2


The will of God is always best
And shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest,
He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need,
He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend,
Shall not be left despairing. 


God is my Comfort and my Trust,
My Hope and Life abiding;
And to His counsel, wise and just,
I yield, in Him confiding.
The very hairs, His Word declares,
Upon my head He numbers.
By night and day God is my Stay,
He never sleeps nor slumbers.


Prayer


Dear Lord, We like Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac are weak and can’t fully
understand Your ways of doing things. Please help us as You helped them. Give
us a strong faith so we may believe that You always know what is best for us.
Help us to trust You always and to love You more than anything else. Thank You
for loving us and giving us faith in Your Son Jesus. Amen.
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Isaac’s Birth/Abraham Offers Isaac
Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


 


Does this picture of Abraham and Isaac
remind you of another time when a Father gave
His Son as an offering?


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, We come before You this
day asking You to guide our hearts and minds as
we study Your Word. Help us to know and
understand Your will in our lives. Help us to believe
Your promise that You will bless us and will forgive
us when we have a weak faith.  Amen.


The Story Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


And the LORD visited Sarah as He
had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He
had spoken. {2} For Sarah conceived and
bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the
set time of which God had spoken to him.
{3} And Abraham called the name of his
son who was born to him; whom Sarah
bore to him; Isaac. {4} Then Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old, as God had commanded
him. {5} Now Abraham was one hundred
years old when his son Isaac was born to
him. 


{6} And Sarah said, "God has made
me laugh, and all who hear will laugh with
me." {7} She also said, "Who would have
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse


children? For I have borne him a son in his
old age."


22:1  Now it came to pass after these
things that God tested Abraham, and said
to him, "Abraham!" 


And he said, "Here I am." 
{2} Then He said, "Take now your son,


your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you." 


{3} So Abraham rose early in the
morning and saddled his donkey, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac
his son; and he split the wood for the burnt
offering, and arose and went to the place
of which God had told him. {4} Then on the
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third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw
the place afar off. {5} And Abraham said
to his young men, "Stay here with the
donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and
worship, and we will come back to you." 


{6} So Abraham took the wood of
the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a
knife, and the two of them went together.
{7} But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father
and said, "My father!" 


And he said, "Here I am, my son."
 Then he said, "Look, the fire and the


wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?" 


{8} And Abraham said, "My son, God
will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt
offering." So the two of them went
together. 


{9} Then they came to the place of
which God had told him. And Abraham
built an altar there and placed the wood
in order; and he bound Isaac his son and
laid him on the altar, upon the wood. {10}
And Abraham stretched out his hand and
took the knife to slay his son. {11} But the
Angel of the LORD called to him from
heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!"


 So he said, "Here I am." 


{12} And He said, "Do not lay your
hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for
now I know that you fear God, since you
have not withheld your son, your only son,
from Me." 


{13} Then Abraham lifted his eyes
and looked, and there behind him was a
ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So
Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered it up for a burnt offering instead of
his son. {14} And Abraham called the
name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide;
as it is said to this day, "In the Mount of The
LORD it shall be provided." 


{15} Then the Angel of the LORD
called to Abraham a second time out of
heaven, {16} and said: "By Myself I have
sworn, says the LORD, because you have
done this thing, and have not withheld
your son, your only son; {17} "blessing I will
bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven
and as the sand which is on the seashore;
and your descendants shall possess the
gate of their enemies. {18} "In your seed all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice." 


{19} So Abraham returned to his
young men, and they rose and went
together to Beersheba; and Abraham
dwelt at Beersheba.


Outer Aim 
God strengthened Abraham, Sarah and Isaac to live their lives dependent
upon Him.
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What The Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions.


1. Why was it unusual for Abraham and Sarah to have a baby? 


2. Why did God make them wait so long for the child He had promised them?


3. Why did God tell Abraham to offer Isaac up as burnt offering to Him?


4. Why was Abraham able to do what God asked of him?


5. Why was Isaac so important to Abraham?


6. Why was Isaac so important to all believers?


What the Bible Tells Us - Look up the following passages. Tell whether they show a strong
faith or a weak faith.


Gen. 12:1-4 _____________________


Gen. 15:1-6 _____________________


Gen. 16:1,2 _____________________


Gen. 17:17 _____________________


Gen. 18:11,15 _____________________


Gen. 22:8 ______________________


What was the blessing Abraham and Sarah needed that we all need according to Rom. 4:1-
8?


Inner Aim
Jehovah brought Abraham to revere, love, and trust in Him above/before
anything else.


Your Turn - Discuss the following.


Describe how Abraham’s offering his son Isaac is like God offering His Son Jesus?


Describe how Jesus and Isaac were alike. Describe how Jesus and Isaac were different.
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Tell how God’s ways of dealing with Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac show His ways of dealing
with all sinful men.


Passages


Hebrews 12:5-7  "My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; {6} For whom the LORD loves He chastens,


And scourges every son whom He receives." {7} If you endure chastening, God deals
with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?


Philippians 2:13 “...for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure.”


Hebrews 6:13 “for when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear
by no one greater, He swore by Himself, saying ‘surely blessing I will bless you, and


multiplying I will multiply you.”


According to these passages what truths do we know about God’s ruling in the lives of sinful
mankind? Underline the words in the passage that answer the question.


Hymn - TLH #517 v.1,2


The will of God is always best
And shall be done forever;
And they who trust in Him are blest,
He will forsake them never.
He helps indeed in time of need,
He chastens with forbearing;
They who depend on God, their Friend,
Shall not be left despairing. 


God is my Comfort and my Trust,
My Hope and Life abiding;
And to His counsel, wise and just,
I yield, in Him confiding.
The very hairs, His Word declares,
Upon my head He numbers.
By night and day God is my Stay,
He never sleeps nor slumbers.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, We praise You for Your goodness and mercy. Thank You for giving us
faith in Your Son Jesus. Forgive us for our times of weak faith when we like Abraham, Sarah,
and Isaac don’t love and trust only You. Give us a strong faith so we may find our greatest
joy and hope in the fulfillment of all Your promises. Amen.
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STORY 6/12/06


Isaac's Birth; Abraham offers Isaac - Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, use me to bring to my students a deeper concept of what You have in mind for us. 
Help them to comprehend more deeply how You think and operate with us, and lead us to place
our lives into Your hands, from which we receive such wonderful blessings.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Seed in the KJV, or descendant in NKJV is the same Hebrew word (offspring, child). Locate
geographic names on a display map for students. 


OUTER AIM
God strengthened Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac to live their lives dependent upon Him.


INNER AIM
One small step for God/one large step for mankind as Jehovah brought Abraham to revere, love,
and trust in Him above/before anyone or anything else.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol.1, pp.66-69)
The point of reviewing God's ways with Abraham is to reveal how God operates.  This is not a
story of two old people who had a baby and the old man almost killed him, but a revelation of the
original pattern of salvation:  People are saved by God, into Whose hands they entrust their lives,
their futures, and their eternal souls.  Abraham and Isaac are original patterns of the way God
thinks about humans and how He operates with us, which is the prime purpose of religion, after
all. (How we think and operate with God is secondary.)  Thus Abraham's biography  contains
milestones  in God's routing to outmaneuver the enemy Satan.


After a lot of ups and downs (chs. 14-20) in Abram's life, the great event arrived.  By now Ishmael
was fourteen, but he was NOT the "one and only" special child the Lord had promised.


vs.1-3
It took  special miracles to procreate this baby; for Sarai had never become pregnant during her
fertile years and was now in menopause.  Miraculously, the LORD saw to it that Sarai and Abram
could engender a baby.  After a normal pregnancy she gave birth, exactly as the LORD had
promised them in 17:16-19, the "one-and-only" son to bear the covenant-promise: But My
covenant I will establish with Isaac (not with Ishmael), born to Sarah (not to Hagar).


vs.4-7
Additional details: There was a specific requirement for a person to be included in the covenant of
grace: a minor operation on the loose skin of the penis.  Abraham performed the requirement. 
This was an external sign of internal, personal  dedication of self to the LORD, ch.17:13.  Isaac
meaning "he laughs," now a source of rejoicing to an aged woman and the 100 yr. old father.
vs. 8-9
Isaac's passing from infancy to childhood was celebrated in the traditional way. 
Hagar's teenager thought it ridiculous that he as firstborn would lose his spot to the new baby.
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The sacrifice of Isaac, Ch. 22: 1-19
Secure against Ishmael's threat, Isaac grew into adulthood sheltered in the love of his parents.


v.1
We deduce that the LORD was not toying with Abraham, but that this test was necessary for Abraham's
soul-care. The father's love for his one and only son needed adjusting lest it displace his love and respect for the
LORD.


vs.2-5
There can be no doubt as to God's intent, for He spelled it out in detail.  Thus Abraham was not in trouble with
God (5th and 8th commandments) in telling his servants that the lad would return, for he was fully convinced
that after he killed Isaac, God would raise him back to life (Heb.11:17-19).


vs.6-8
Although Isaac was perplexed, Abraham's loving response helped him maintain the highest trust.


vs.9-12
Step by step, Abraham moved forward with faith in the LORD; Isaac submitted out of confidence in his father. 
It was no game-playing for Abraham to build the altar, bind Isaac upon it, and raise the knife for a fatal stab. 
The LORD has seen into his heart:  Now I know speaks of knowledge based on the evidence, just as His final
judgment will be based on evidence of actions. (Deeds are the product of motives, which are engineered in the
powerplant-heart; and the engineer for spiritual activity  is the LORD.)  Jehovah had won over Abraham's heart
to love and revere Him above and beyond even his dearly beloved one and only son.


vs.13-14
The substituted animal, providentially provided, was returned  to the LORD as a thank-offering for all His
goodness. (Jesus had no such substitute, for the stakes were too high to allow it.)


By time Moses wrote this account, it had become a proverbial saying full of  Messianic meaning: "In the hill of
Jehovah provision is made."


v.15
The Angel of the LORD, identifying Himself as God (both here and in vv.11-12), took an oath on Himself.  This
level of assurance occurs only twice elsewhere in Scripture! He reaffirmed the blessings of ch.12, reaching the
zenith in "all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in your seed," the seed identified as Jesus in Galatians 3:16.


v.16 As this chapter in his life closes, Abraham is at home in Beersheba, chastened and strengthened by the
experience on Moriah, the child of God who has become the hero of faith, the exemplar for every generation of
God's sons and daughters.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, I would really like You to direct me just as you did Abraham.  I probably don't need a vision
or a direct visit, so I'll try to content myself with Your words given me in the Bible.  Help me to learn how to
apply Scripture to my life, just as I apply Your love to my life.  Thanks for everything. Amen.
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PRESENTATION
Abraham's Faith
This is not the story of an old man who almost murdered his boy, nor is it a Jewish legend of a blood-thirsty
God who enjoyed torturing people.  Rather, we see here that our LORD was following a faith-building program
to strengthen and toughen Abraham to depend on His best judgment in all situations.   ( Modern bodybuilders
understand the value of stressing muscles in order to strengthen.  Olympic-class athletes get there by heroic
exercise regimens.) These two selected episodes from the chronicles of Abraham will be understood and
properly evaluated (at least by the teacher, maybe also by the student) only by rehearsing some of the other
highlights in God's program of strength-training for Abraham--chapters twelve through twenty-one.


That is, when he left his fatherland with its familiar comforts...when he gave up his ties to family and
tribe...when he endured the privation of childlessness...when he lost contact with nephew Lot...when he lost
Ishmael as the potential "chosen seed"...(plus  a lot more) each step of the way the LORD assisted, nurtured,
and assured Abraham that He would take care of the whole program, even in the details,  so that by the time of
the sacrifice of Isaac, Abraham had been strengthened enough (in relying on the LORD) to be able to give up
his one-and-only boy, if God so requested it.


God's Promises
Promises are meant to be kept. A promise-maker is obligated for two reasons:  to prove the promise-maker
reliable, and to benefit the person receiving the promise.  That's how God works--whether in small or large
promises;  God does not make a promise He won't or can't keep; so when He pledges Himself to do the job of
saving our souls and to be our Helper in all earthly needs, we can bank on it that He will keep His word.


Human Limitations
Perhaps one of your students has a handicap.  Can God turn a handicap into a good tool in His service?
Certainly!  (I have seen a preacher severely handicapped with cerebral palsy deliver a tremendous sermon
entitled: "I'M NOT O.K.;  YOU'RE not O.K.")  Every child of God has his/her limitations; even the apostle Paul
had a severe one, and God let it bother Paul all his life because Paul had enough of God's grace to carry him
past/over/around his handicap to become the greatest soul-winner in the early Christian Church.


APPLICATION
1.   Why do we spend time learning about Abraham and Isaac?  Through such examples we can learn how God
functions.  Just as we learn the laws of gravity, electricity and magnetism, light and heat, the ecosystem, etc., so
that we use and make applications of these laws to ourselves, so we learn of God's ways with sinners in order to
apply His rule of grace to our own salvation.


2.   Since there are notable correspondences between Isaac and Jesus, a special reason for placing this OT
episode into the series is to help us concentrate on our Savior.  Some similarities are:
• each was the "one-and-only" son of the father;
• each was long-promised and long-awaited;
• each bore the promise of bringing blessings to all nations;
• no human substitute dare take his place (not Ishmael for Isaac/not anyone imperfect for Jesus);
• each submitted obediently to the father's will (as a lamb to the slaughter);
• each to be sacrificed on Moriah (the site of the temple in Jerusalem);
• Isaac was as good as dead until the third day;  Jesus physically dead until the third day;
• each returned to his father to carry out his life's purpose.
In these ways Isaac is a type of Jesus,  and Jesus is the prototype for Isaac.
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3.  It's a miracle when a baby is born (and it is the sin of murder to choose to abort); Isaac's birth was almost as
big a miracle as the virgin birth of Jesus. This demonstrates that God ignores human limitations when He
chooses to do so in order to get His salvation program moving forward or to pass it on from one soul to another.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.
Lower
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


Matthew 3:17 - And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.


Galatians 4:28 - Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise.


Middle - any of the above and ...
Hebrews 11:17-19 -  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the
promises offered up his only-begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," accounting
that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead....


Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.


Phil. 2:13   for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.


Upper - any of the above and ..
Hebrews 6:13 - For when God made a promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no one greater, He
swore by Himself, saying "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you.”


Hebrews 12:5-7 - My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and Scourges every son whom He receives."  If you
endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten?


HYMN CHOICES
"My God, My Father, While I Stray" (TLH #418: 1,3,4,7)
"From God Shall Naught Divide Me" (TLH #393: 1,3)
"I Will Sing My Maker's Praises" (TLH #25: 3,6)
 "Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH #520: 8,10)
 "The Will Of God Is Always Best" (TLH #517:1,2) 
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Isaac’s Birth/Abraham Offers Isaac
Genesis 21:1-7; 22:1-19


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


God had promised Abraham a son.
Abraham and Sarah were getting very old and still
they had no baby.


The Lord kept His promise just as He said He
would. He gave Sarah and Abraham a baby boy
when they were very old. Abraham was 100 and
Sarah was 90 when they had their baby. This was
exactly the time God wanted the baby to be
born. Abraham called his new baby boy Isaac. 
And Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and
everyone who hears that I have had a baby will
join with me and also laugh.”


After some years had passed, God told
Abraham to take his only son, Isaac, the son he
loved so very much, and offer Isaac up as a burnt
offering to God. Abraham got up the very next
morning.  He called his only son, Isaac, and two
servants to go with him. He got some wood to
burn the offering.  Then they started to travel. It
took them three days to walk to the mountain.  It
was where God wanted them to be. 


When they got there, Abraham told his
servants to stay behind while he and Isaac went
on a little further. Isaac was carrying the wood.
Abraham had the fire and a knife. Isaac asked his
father where the lamb was that they would offer
on the fire to God. Abraham told Isaac that God
would make sure they had a lamb. 


When they came to the exact place where
God wanted them, Abraham built an altar. He put
the wood on it. Last of all he tied Isaac up and put
Isaac on the altar. He pulled out the knife and
lifted it to kill his only son. Suddenly the Angel of
the Lord called out to him and told him, “Don’t kill
your son. Don’t even hurt him. Now I know you
love and trust me more than even your only son. “ 


Just then Abraham saw a ram caught in
some bushes behind him. Abraham took that ram
and offered it on the altar instead of Isaac.


Then the Angel of the Lord called
out to Abraham again and said, “Because I
know you love me more than your only son,
I promise I will bless you and give you many
more family members. Some day you will
have such a big family you won’t even be
able to count everyone. Also, your large
family will be very strong. Best of all, the
Savior will come from your family and all
the world will be blessed through the
Savior.”


God strengthened Abraham,
Sarah and Isaac to live their lives


dependent upon Him.


All of us should love and trust God 
above anything else.


Passage


“You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart...” Mark 12:30a


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.
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“You shall love the LORD
your God with all 


your heart...” 
             Mark 12:30a


“You shall love the LORD
your God with all 


your heart...” 
             Mark 12:30a


“You shall love the
LORD your God with


all your heart.”


“You shall love the LORD
your God with all 


your heart...” 
             Mark 12:30a


Classroom Art Activity - Paper Plate Frisbee
Have the children color the circle, cut out and glue to a paper plate or
4-5 qt. ice cream bucket lid.
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Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven,


Help us to love and trust only in You. Please be with us as You were with Abraham. Keep our
faith in Jesus always in our hearts. In Jesus’ name we ask this.  Amen.





		abramandisaac1
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		abramandisaacnotes

		IsaacOfferedP
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Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9


 


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


After the Flood, God told Noah and his
family to"Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth." In the days after the Flood, there were a
lot of people on the earth again. Everyone on
earth spoke the same language. Then people
moved west, and they settled on a plain in the
land of Shinar.


When they had settled in Shinar, they
said to one another, "Let us make bricks. We’ll
bake them thoroughly so they will be hard,
and we will use asphalt for mortar, so they will
stay together." Then they said, "Come, let us
build ourselves a city with a tower. The tower
will reach all the way up to the heavens.
People will hear about our tower, and we will
be famous! We don’t want to be scattered all
over the whole earth."


But the LORD saw the city and the tower
which they had built. And the LORD said, "All
the people are one people and they all speak
one language. Now they will be able to do
anything they want to do. Come, let Us go
down there and give them different languages
so they won’t be able to understand each
other any more."


So the LORD made the people scatter
all over the world. They quit building the city
and moved away when they couldn’t
understand each other any more. The reason
the city is called Babel is because it is the
place where the LORD gave people different
languages. This made them scatter all over the
earth.


God confused the languages and
scattered the people.


Passage 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding. Proverbs


3:5 


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,
Please help me to listen to You and obey
You.  Help me to learn that YOUR way is
the BEST way. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Hymn  "Praise Him, Praise Him, All You Little Children"


Praise Him, praise Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love. (clap this verse)


Love Him, love Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love. (cross arms) 


Thank Him, thank Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love. (fold hands) 


Serve Him, serve Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Serve Him, serve Him, all you little children;
God is love, God is love.  (palms up) 
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Classroom Activity - Action Song “People Built a Big Tower”
Sing the song to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” and make up actions.


People built a big tower, 
Big tower, big tower.
People built a big tower
Because they were so proud.


God said, "Remember I’m in charge, 
I’m in charge, I’m in charge.
God said, "Remember I’m in charge.
Now speak in many tongues."


The people scattered all over, 
All over, all over.
The people scattered all over
God’s way is always best.
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Classroom Art Activity - Paper Plate
Plaque 
Have the children decorate the edge of a large paper
plate. Cut out the passage circle and glue to center of
plate. Punch hole and tie ribbon as a hanger.
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Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9
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The Story


After the Flood, God told Noah
and his family to"Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth." In the
days after the Flood, there were a
lot of people on the earth again.
Everyone on earth spoke the same
language. Then people moved
west, and they settled on a plain in
the land of Shinar.


When they had settled in
Shinar, they said to one another,
"Let us make bricks. We’ll bake them
thoroughly so they will be hard, and
we will use asphalt for mortar, so
they will stay together." Then they
said, "Come, let us build ourselves a
city with a tower. The tower will
reach all the way up to the
heavens. People will hear about our
tower, and we will be famous! We
don’t want to be scattered all over
the whole earth."


But the LORD saw the city and
the tower which they had built. And
the LORD said, "All the people are


 one people and they all speak one
language. Now they will be able to
do anything they want to do.
Come, let Us go down there and
give them different languages so
they won’t be able to understand
each other any more."


So the LORD made the people
scatter all over the world. They quit
building the city and moved away
when they couldn’t understand
each other any more. The
reasonthe city is called Babel is
because it is the place where the
LORD gave people different
languages. This made them scatter
all over the earth.


God confused the languages
and scattered the people.


Human pride opposes God and
will be brought to nothing.


People Built a Big Tower (To the tune "Mary Had a Little Lamb")


People built a big tower, 
Big tower, big tower.
People built a big tower
Because they were so proud.


God said, "Remember I’m in charge, 
I’m in charge, I’m in charge.
God said, "Remember I’m in charge.
Now speak in many tongues."


The people scattered all over, 
All over, all over.
The people scattered all over
God’s way is always best.
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Activity One - Color the        heart by each sentence that shows how we want to love
and obey God. Color the        tower by each sentence that shows how we want to get our
own way.


1. I want to grab a toy away from my sister.


2. I want to go to Sunday School.


3. I want to pretend I don’t hear my mom call me.


4. I want to tell people about Jesus.


5. I want to be the boss.


6. I want to eat all of the candy.


7. I want to help my little brother.


8. I want to sing songs to God.


Activity Two - Action Song. The actions are in parenthesis.


"Praise Him, Praise Him"


(clap) Praise Him, praise Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(cross arms over chest) Love Him, love Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(fold hands) Thank Him, thank Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(Hands in front, palms up) Serve Him, serve Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Serve Him, serve Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
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^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^


^ ^ ^ ^ ^


^ ^ ^ # # ^ ^ ^


^ ^ ^ # ^ ^ ^


^ ^ # # # ^ ^


^ ^ # # # ^ ^


^ # # # # ^


^ # # # ^


# # # # # #


# # # # #


Activity Three - Color the squares marked with a #. Do not color the squares marked
with a ^.


Activity Four - Cut out rectangles and have the children glue them to a piece of
white paper to make their own “Tower of Babel”.
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Passages 


Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding.


2 Corinthians 10:17 - He who glories, let him glory in the LORD.


Hymn TLH #175 v. 1


When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.


Prayer


God, please help me to listen to You and obey You. I don’t want to be
naughty by not listening to You. Help me to learn that YOUR way is the BEST
way. Amen.
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Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9
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The Story


After the Flood, God told
Noah and his family to"Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth." In the days that came
after the Flood, this began to
happen, and everyone on
earth spoke the same
language. Then people
moved away to the east, and
they settled on a plain in the
land of Shinar.


When they had settled in
Shinar, they said to one
another, "Let us make bricks.
We’ll bake them thoroughly so
they will be hard, and we will
use asphalt for mortar, so they
will stay together." Then they
said, "Come, let us build
ourselves a city with a tower.
The tower will reach all the
way up to the heavens.
People will hear about our
tower, and we will be famous!
We don’t want to be
scattered all over the whole
earth."


But the LORD saw the city
and the tower which they had
built. And the LORD said, "All
the people are one people


and they all speak one
language. Now they will be
able to do anything they want
to do. Come, let Us go down
there and give them different
languages so they won’t be
able to understand each other
any more."


So the LORD made the
people scatter all over the
world. They quit building the
city and moved away when
they couldn’t understand
each other any more. The
reason the city is called Babel
is because it is the place
where the LORD gave people
different languages. He also
made them scatter all over
the earth.


God confused the languages
and scattered the people.


Human pride opposes God and
will be brought to nothing.
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Activity One - Use the words in the WORD BOX to fill in the Crossword Puzzle below.


Across
2. The people did not want to
_____ .
4. They did not want to obey the
_____ .
6. God made it so the people
could not _____ each other.
7. They built a city with a big
_____ .


Down
1. The people were _____ of
themselves.
3. Later the people ____ to
different places.
5. At first the people spoke the
same ____ .


Activity Two - Action Song.
Praise Him, Praise Him" (actions are in parenthesis)


(clap) 
Praise Him, praise Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(cross arms over chest)
 Love Him, love Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(fold hands) 
Thank Him, thank Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, 
All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


(Hands in front, palms up) 
Serve Him, serve Him,  All you little children;


God is love, God is love. Serve Him, serve Him, 
All you little children;  God is love, God is love.


language
Lord


moved
proud


scatter
tower


understand


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


7.
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Passages - Use the words in the WORD BOX to finish this Bible passage.


Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the ______________ with all your _________________ and


 ________________ not on ______________ own ___________________________.


 Use the WORD KEY to finish this Bible passage. In the blank below each
number,  write in the letter for which the number stands.


4 2 13 4 9 3 6 9 10 5 2 11, 6 2 12 4 5 7 


 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __


3 6 9 10 14 5 8 12 4 2 6 9 10 1 .     2 Corinthians 10:17


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.


Hymn TLH #175 v. 1, 2


When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me
most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.


Prayer
Lord God, You have shown us Your way is best many, many times. Lead us to
follow Your way instead of wanting things our way. We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.


WORD BOX: heart Lord your understanding lean


WORD KEY:
D E G H I L M N O R S T W Y
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
D  E   G  H    I   L   M  N  O   R   S  T   W  Y
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Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9


 


Do you know where this flag is from?
Can you read what it says on the flag?
Have you ever wondered why some people speak


in a language that you can’t understand?
Could different languages be a result of sin?


Prayer 


Dear Lord, today we are here to listen to You talk
to us about the people who lived in Babel. Help us to see the sin that led them to
build a tower. Help us to realize that we can also fall into this sin. Show us the only way
that we can avoid this sin. We ask this in Your name. Amen.


The Tower of Babel


Now the whole earth had one
language and one speech. {2} And it
came to pass, as they journeyed from
the east, that they found a plain in the
land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 


{3} Then they said to one another,
"Come, let us make bricks and bake
them thoroughly." They had brick for
stone, and they had asphalt for mortar.
{4} And they said, "Come, let us build
ourselves a city, and a tower whose top
is in the heavens; let us make a name
for ourselves, lest we be scattered
abroad over the face of the whole
earth." 


{5} But the LORD came down to
see the city and the tower which the
sons of men had built. {6} And the LORD
said, "Indeed the people are one and
they all have one language, and this is
what they begin to do; now nothing


that they propose to do will be withheld
from them. {7} "Come, let Us go down
and there confuse their language, that
they may not understand one another's
speech." 


{8} So the LORD scattered them
abroad from there over the face of all
the earth, and they ceased building the
city. {9} Therefore its name is called
Babel, because there the LORD
confused the language of all the earth;
and from there the LORD scattered
them abroad over the face of all the
earth.


Outer Aim - God confused the
languages of the people of the world
and caused the people to spread
out and fill the world.


Flag of Saudi Arabia
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What the Story Tells Us - Decide whether each sentence below is true or  false. If it is
true, write True in the blank. If it is false, write False in the blank. Then change the underlined
word(s) to something that will make the sentence true. 


_______________ 1. The people in our story lived in the plains of Shinar.


_______________ 2. The people decided to build a city that reached up to heaven.


_______________ 3. The people were obeying God’s command when they built the city and
tower.


_______________ 4. God was displeased with the people for building the tower.


_______________ 5. God caused the people to be confused by what each other was saying.


_______________ 6. Because they could not understand each other, the people stayed
together.


Inner Aim - Pride is a sin which God will help us overcome.


What God Tells Us - Look up these sections in the Bible and describe how each person
named handled success..


David (1 Samuel 17:31-37)


Peter and John (Acts 3:1-13) 
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For each situation below, explain a wrong and a right attitude about gifts that you have
been given.


SITUATION WRONG ATTITUDE RIGHT ATTITUDE


You can run faster than
everyone else at school.


You are a very good
student.


You are very nice
looking.


Most people like you.


You don’t get in trouble
very often at home or
school.


Passages - Match the passage reference on the left below with its explanation on the
right by drawing a line to connect them. Be ready to explain why you matched them as you
did.
Proverbs 3:5 \ \ The death of our Savior Jesus is the only


thing of which we can boast.


 2 Corinthians 10:17 \ \  Only God knows for sure how our life will
unfold.


Proverbs 16:9 \ \ Give God all praise for your abilities.


Galatians 6:14 \ \ God is the one who gives you all
knowledge
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Hymn - TLH #532 st. 1-2
Thy way, not mine, O Lord,
However dark it be.
Lead me by Thine own hand;
Choose Thou the path for me.
I dare not choose my lot;
I would not if I might.
Choose Thou for me, my God;
So shall I walk aright.


Choose Thou for me my friends,
My sickness or my health;
Choose Thou my cares for me,
My poverty or wealth.
Not mine, not mine, the choice
In things or great or small;
Be Thou my Guide, my Strength,
My Wisdom, and my All. Amen.


In Hymn #532 we ask God to choose the important things in life for us. List 5 things we ask
God to choose for us in this life.


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.


In the last stanza of this hymn we are also told why we should trust God to make our choices
for us. What 4 names are given to God that show that He is the best one to chose our way?


1.  


2.


3.  


4.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, thank You for all the gifts You give me. Remind me day by day that all that
I am, all that I can do, all that I will receive comes from You– without any worthiness in me
and without any contribution from me. Forgive the times when I am self-reliant and proud
and forgive all the other sins my pride may produce. Remove all pride from me and deepen
my trust in You so that my boast will always be in the God of my salvation. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Tower of Babel - Level 4  June 17, 2006


Tower of Babel
Genesis 10:1, 32 & 11:1-9


 


Salga por favor de sus biblias.
Elimini le vostre matite.
Commençon par une priére


Can you understand the three directions that are written above?
Do you think that you would be able to follow the directions that were just given?
What would you do if you could understand some of the people here, but not the
others?
Why do people speak different languages?


Prayer 


Lord, today You will be showing us how different languages came to be. More
importantly, You will be showing us a great weakness of some people in the Old
Testament. Help us to learn from this story how You want us to live so that we do not
fall into this sin as did the people at the Tower of Babel. Be with us today as we study
Your Word for our good. Amen.


Please get out your Bibles. (Spanish) Take out your pencils. (Italian) Let us begin with prayer. (French)


The Tower of Babel - Genesis 10:1, 32 &11:1-9


(Genesis 10:1)  Now this is the
genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. And sons were born to
them after the flood.


(32)  These were the families of the
sons of Noah, according to their
generations, in their nations; and from
these the nations were divided on the
earth after the flood.


(Genesis 11:1) Now the whole earth
had one language and one speech. {2}
And it came to pass, as they journeyed
from the east, that they found a plain in
the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 


{3} Then they said to one another,


"Come, let us make bricks and bake them
thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and
they had asphalt for mortar. {4} And they
said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city,
and a tower whose top is in the heavens;
let us make a name for ourselves, lest we
be scattered abroad over the face of the
whole earth." 


{5} But the LORD came down to see
the city and the tower which the sons of
men had built. {6} And the LORD said,
"Indeed the people are one and they all
have one language, and this is what they
begin to do; now nothing that they
propose to do will be withheld from them.
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{7} "Come, let Us go down and there
confuse their language, that they may not
understand one another's speech." 


{8} So the LORD scattered them
abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they ceased building the city.


{9} Therefore its name is called Babel,
because there the LORD confused the
language of all the earth; and from there
the LORD scattered them abroad over the
face of all the earth.


Outer Aim - God confused the languages of the people of the world and
caused the people to spread out and fill the world.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions about the lesson. 


1. Why did everyone alive at this time speak the same language and dialect?


2. Was there a sin involved with speaking the same language? If so, what sin?


3. Where did the people decide to settle down? Find this place on a map.


4. Was there a sin involved with settling down in one place? If so, what sin?


5. What did the people decide to build here and why?


6. Was there a sin involved with building this structure? If so, what sin?


7. Why did the people finally do what God had commanded them, namely to  “fill the
earth’?


Inner Aim - Pride is a sin which God will help us overcome.


What God Tells Us
All sin is rebellion against God. That means whenever we do something that is a sin, we are
saying that we know better than God does. Explain how the following sins are rebellion
against God.


1. Shoplifting/stealing


2. Cursing/swearing


3. Hurting or harming our neighbor in any way


4. Pride


Of the sins identified with the people in this story, pride is one of the easiest into which we fall.
Some Bible heroes also fell into the sin of pride. Look up the following references and tell who
fell into the sin of pride and explain how their actions were prideful.


1 Chronicles 21:1ff - 
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Matthew 26:33,69 - 


Sometimes God intervenes to stop sin. He often sends consequences for sin as well. In the first
example above, how did God intervene? What consequences did He send?


Your Turn - Jesus our Savior is a wonderful example of how we should humble ourselves in
the world. Unfortunately, our sinful nature causes us to sin through pride almost daily. 
In the first column in the table below, give some examples of how pride can affect our lives


today. 
In the second column in the table below, tell how we should humble ourselves and rightly


give glory and praise to God for those same things.


HOW PRIDE CAN AFFECT OUR LIVES TODAY  HOW WE SHOULD HUMBLE OURSELVES AND
GIVE GLORY AND PRAISE TO GOD


Look through the newspapers or magazines provided. Find any articles that show man’s
sinful pride. What should be everyone’s attitude toward talents or abilities which he or she
may have?


Discussion - Discuss the following. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain
your reasoning.


“The skyscrapers and big cities of the present world are in many ways modern
towers of Babel.”
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Passages - Explain how each passage below talks about sinful pride, praising God, or both.


Proverbs 3:5 -  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;


Proverbs 16:9 -  A man's heart plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.


Galatians 6:14 -  But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.


1 Corinthians 10:17 -  For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake
of that one bread.


1 John 2:15-17 -  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world; the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life; is not of the Father but is of the world.  And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.


Hymn - Look at hymn #175 in TLH and explain why it would be a good prayer to help us with
sinful pride . 


Prayer


Lord God, all people from Adam and Eve  to today, suffer from sinful pride. Help us to be
aware of this sin and teach us to give glory to You for everything that we can do. Only with
Your help can we avoid this sin. Send us Your Holy Spirit to give us that strength we need to
give all glory to You. We pray this in Your glorious name. Amen.
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STORY 6/17/2006


The Tower of Babel - Genesis 11:1-9


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I am an earthen vessel to whom You have entrusted the responsibility of teaching Your
lambs. Keep me from ever becoming self-reliant in my teaching or in any part of my life. By Your
Gospel, preserve in me a humility that understands my need and a confidence that trusts my Savior.
The world promotes and in many ways encourages a self-pride. This is a temptation for us all. Equip
me to bring Your Word to the children concerning this temptation and lead them to boast only in You
and Your salvation. Lord Jesus, bless us today! Amen.


VOCABULARY
Asphalt (v.3) - bitumen; children may think of the asphalt on our streets which, on a hot summer day
turns somewhat soft. The bitumen used for building Babel was an oil/pitch that bubbled out of the
ground and would become very hard when baked by the hot sun. For this reason it would serve as the
perfect mortar for long lasting construction. The region in which Babel was built (present-day
Iran/Iraq) was/is rich in bitumen so the building materials were readily at hand.


OUTER AIM
God confused the languages and dispersed the people.


INNER AIM
Human pride opposes God and will be brought to nothing.


BACKGROUND
Bible History Commentary, Franzmann - pp. 89ff 
Bible History References, Rupprecht - volume 1 pp. 35ff


God destroyed the world in the Flood because of its sin. However, the eight souls whom God kept
alive in the ark were also sinners. Therefore, even though the sinful, unbelieving world was destroyed,
sin lived. Following the Flood, the very next account in Genesis relates the sins of Noah and of his
son Ham (Genesis 9:18ff). The motives that lay behind the building of Babel also reveal the same root
of sin. As we see the events unfold at Babel, there is no doubt about the accuracy of God’s
declaration: “The imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth” (Genesis 8:21).


Sin would not be conquered until Jesus, the Son of God, came and fulfilled His work of redemption.
Even now, after Christ has come and redeemed us, sin still thrives in the world, but through faith we
know that sin’s guilt is washed away in the blood of Christ.


This lesson is the last account in Genesis which traces the “general” history of mankind. From this
point forward, the Scriptures follow the history of the Messiah’s family line through Seth to Abram,
Isaac, etc.


v. 1
Based on Genesis 10:25, we can conclude that the events at Babel took place very shortly before
Peleg’s birth and for that reason Eber named his son as he did (Peleg = “division”). The genealogy
recorded in 11:10ff shows that Peleg was born 101 years after the Flood. So, the events at Babel
occurred about 100 years after the Flood.
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Noah and Seth were both still living at this time.
! The world’s population would not have yet been extremely large, but within a hundred years the


population could quite easily have been 20-30,000 (any suggestion of an exact population would be
speculation).


! Literally: “one (set of) words” and “one lip” Not only were the people speaking the same
language/vocabulary, but there was also one unified dialect.


v. 2
! KJV and NKJV both translate this verse, “…as they journeyed from the east…” It is translated more


correctly as, “…journeyed eastward…” The people’s migration was actually southeast, but the Hebrew
language makes use of only the four directions, unlike English which makes use of combinations.


! The people migrated from the region of Mt. Ararat where the ark came to rest and settled in the land of
Shinar - an area between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.


!  “Dwelt” implies settling down and establishing a permanent residence. The people found the Plain of
Shinar inviting and decided to cease migrating. A city and a tower also implies permanency (especially
the tower).


v. 3
! Come! - this is the first of three imperatives to “Come!” used in this account. Someone came up with the


idea of making these building materials and as the idea spread everyone “jumped on board” saying,
“Come on! Let’s make bricks…” You can sense the excitement.


! Moses, by inspiration, is led to record the detail of how the people planned to build their city and tower.
It would not be built with stones. Nor would it be built with the typical sun-dried bricks. Rather, this city
and tower would be made with “well-burned” (literally), kiln-baked bricks. Their mortar would not be
simply mud or clay, but asphalt (see vocabulary). Luther believed that this was the first time this type of
construction was used and had been unknown to previous generations.


! The type of construction which the people chose would normally be very long lasting and would
coincide with their purpose. There are ruins of ancient buildings of this type still in existence today.


v. 4
! Come! - this is the second of three imperatives to “Come!” used in this account. Again the sense is one


of excited purpose and plans. “We’ve decided on the building materials, now come on! Let’s build!”
! “..whose top is in the heavens…” The text does not indicate that the people believed they would


build the tower so high as to reach heaven-God’s dwelling place. They intended to build a tower
reaching to the heavens, i.e., a very tall tower reaching far into the sky with “heavens” being the
opposite of “earth.” (cf: Deuteronomy 1:28, 9:1)


THE PEOPLE’S SIN REVEALED
-- The sin of the people was not simply in the construction of a city and tower. Neither of these would have
been sinful in themselves. The sin lay in the motive behind the building of the city and tower.


-- Motive #1: MAKE A NAME FOR OURSELVES…The people wanted to make a name for themselves. They
were seeking to satisfy their own prideful longings for fame. They were seeking the things of themselves rather
than the things of God. They wanted people to hear about THEM and to come and see the magnificent city and
tower THEY had built. Solomon’s wisdom and wealth, his name, and city became famous. The Queen of Shea
heard of Solomon’s fame and had to come and see if all that she had heard were really true. This is undoubtedly
the kind of name and fame the people of Babel wished to achieve by building their city and tower. However,
there is a large difference. Before returning home, the Queen told Solomon, “Blessed be the LORD your God,
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who delighted in you, setting you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD has loved Israel forever, therefore
He made you king, to do justice and righteousness” (1 Kings 10:9). The people of Babel wanted their name and
fame for themselves. In his prayer at the temple dedication, King Solomon noted that heathen people would
hear about the Israelites and their God and be brought to faith (1 Kings 8:41-42). Isaiah prophesied that many
would come to “Zion” and be blessed by her (Isaiah 60:1ff). In both of these cases the name that was made and
glorified was that of the Lord and of His salvation. The people at Babel wanted to make a name for themselves-
to glorify themselves rather than God and that is SIN.


-- Motive #2: “Lest we be scattered abroad…” In these words the people’s sin is bold and clear. After Noah
and his family left the ark, God spoke clearly what His will was for them when He blessed them and said: “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”(Genesis 9:1). God had blessed them with fruitfulness in offspring so that
they could fill the earth. The people were building a city and tower “LEST we be scattered abroad” - the exact
opposite of God’s desire. The people’s pride and self-interest led them down a path completely contradictory to
God’s will, and that is SIN.


v. 5
! BUT…man’s plans are one thing, but God would not allow their plans to be fulfilled. “Unless the Lord


builds the house, they labor in vain who build it…” (Psalm 127:1).
! God describes Himself as the “LORD” - Jehovah/the Covenant God/the God of Promise to remind and


impress the people that as God “came down” to bring their plan to an end, it was in their souls’ best
interest that He was doing so.


! “…came down to see…” God was certainly well aware of what the people were doing and why they
were doing it. God is described as “coming down to see” as a way of conveying to human readers that
now God was going to do something. Compare this to parents sitting in the downstairs of their home
where they can hear their children upstairs jumping on the beds and then onto the floor. The parents
know full well what is going on, but there comes a point when they will go “upstairs to see” what their
children are doing and to take appropriate action. God had allowed the people of Babel to go this far, but
then no further.


! “Nothing they propose to do will be withheld from them” God does not suggest that unless He would
stop this project, man could do anything. Regardless of what the people would plan and/or do, they
would ever remain sinful human beings–creatures of the Creator–and thereby limited in what they could
accomplish. Rather, God is noting that if the people were allowed to continue in one unified language
pursuing their own plans, they would continue to follow after sin. The people had arrogantly and smugly
despised God's command and had set their minds so firmly on their own thoughts that they would not
turn from them, "now nothing they do will be withheld from them." Left to their own devices, the people
would bring swift destruction upon themselves-in time and eternity. So, the LORD/Jehovah, intervened
for the salvation of souls. 


v. 7--9
! “Come!” This is the third and final “Come” of the account. The previous two were calls to action for the


people. Now comes God’s call to action. The results of the action clearly demonstrate who is God. “Us”
is an allusion to the triune nature of God. God’s confusion of language led to confusion (and probably
anger and hostility) among the people. No work could be done because no one could understand one
another. Living together in one place no longer held appeal because they now had much less in common
and what they did have in common, they couldn’t share with each other! There are now more than 5,000
thousand languages in existence (Genesis, The People’s Bible, Jeske,  p.107). God’s one act of
confusing the languages accomplished what the people had planned would never happen (lest we be
scattered…) Scattered is literally, "to break or dash into pieces." What the people did not want to do
("lest we be scattered, v. 4) and the thing against which they worked, was now done by God and they
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were scattered. The location of the city and tower became known as “Babel” by the time Moses was
inspired to write Genesis. It was named “Babel” because “Babel” means “Confusion.” It is also the word
from which we derive “Babylon” - a kingdom which was located in the same region. Martin Luther
viewed God’s action at Babel a much more horrible judgment than even the Flood. Luther said that the
Flood wiped out only a single generation of humanity; but confusing the languages at Babel, however,
has bred confusion, suspicion, and hatred ever since, right down to the present day (Luther’s day and our
own).


Additional Scripture:
Daniel 4:28-33; Psalm 2; Proverbs 3:5; Proverbs 16:9; Jeremiah 9:23-26; Jeremiah 17:5-8;
1 Corinthians 10:31; Galatians 6:14; Philippians 3:8-10; 1 John 2:15-17.


STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank You for all the gifts You give to me. Remind me day by day that all that I am, all that I
can do, all that I will receive comes from You,  without any worthiness in me and without any contribution
from me. Forgive the times when I am self- reliant and proud and all the other sins my pride may produce.
Remove all pride from me and deepen my trust in You so that my boast will always be in the God of my
salvation. Amen.


PRESENTATION (1)
The previous story (The Flood) provides excellent background and a bridge to this lesson. After the Flood, the
world’s population consisted of 8 people…now what? God’s plan was that they be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth. To accomplish His plan, God blessed Noah and his family. Man’s plan was different from God’s and
opposed God’s plan.


Students should be led to see the human pride involved with the building of Babel and how that opposed God’s
will. From a recognition of the pride and sin involved at Babel, lead your students to see how the same self-will
and sinful pride infect each of us in what we choose and what we do. Lead the students to see that human pride
is sinful and at odds with God. We can’t follow God and our sinful selves at the same time. Lead them to see
that pridefully following one’s own way does not lead to salvation. We cannot be proud of ourselves and still be
trusting Jesus as our Savior. Faith recognizes our failure and relies completely upon Him for salvation and
ability to do what pleases God.


Throughout the story and application, a resounding truth should become clear: GOD IS GREATER THAN
MAN. All the planning in the world can’t succeed unless God blesses it or at least allows it. All the best
building materials used together in the best possible manner will wash away like a sand castle, if God so
desires. The greatest marvel of all is in God’s use of language. Consider how the various languages became a
barrier for the people to accomplish their plans. Then consider how God has used human language to convey to
us the glorious Truth concerning Himself and the Salvation He has provided for us. Consider how God made
use of many different languages at Pentecost so that His Word would spread far and wide to the people using
many varying tongues. The confusion of languages at Babel stopped the sinfully motivated building project but
it did not and can not stop God’s plan of bringing salvation to the world! The Gospel news of salvation is the
same in any language. The people wanted to remain one unified whole for their own honor and glory. God
wanted them to scatter and caused them to do so. The different peoples of the world would be unified again but
not in the sense that the people on the plains of Shinar had originally imagined. Years later, God sent His Son
Jesus to die for the sins of all people. Those who believe in Him are united in Him through faith
no matter what nationality they are or what language they speak.
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PRESENTATION (2)
If the teacher can converse in a foreign language, perhaps the lesson can begin in that foreign language. The
students will not be able to understand the lesson and that will become an illustration in the story presentation
when God confused the languages. Ship captains, airline pilots, etc. are REQUIRED to have at least a working
knowledge of English because that has become the universal language of commerce. Have students consider
what might happen if there was no such universal language. Use that as an illustration of what probably
happened at Babel. (Also consider how Greek was the language of commerce in the early New Testament
period. This is surely one reason why God had the New Testament Scriptures recorded in Greek-it facilitated
the spread of the Gospel.) Use the story of Pentecost as a New Testament link. The many different languages
spoken by the disciples were begun at Babel. Of what did the disciples speak when they had the ability to speak
in foreign tongues? Were the disciples acting like the people of Babel? Why or why not?


“Were people given their different colors of skin and racial appearances at the tower
of Babel?” In Scripture, there is no mention that God did anything further than confuse the peoples’
languages. Therefore, to suggest that there were also changes in appearances is pure speculation. The various
racial characteristics are, however, quite easily explained in connection with this account. Genesis chapter 10
describes the divisions and the various peoples that came from Noah’s three sons. Within the three “branches”
of Noah’s family tree there would already be some differences. When the languages were confused  and small
pockets of people spread across the earth and grew into their own societies, further division was made. Over
time, each of these societies would have easily developed characteristics different from other societies. It is not
difficult at all to see God’s use of the “natural means” of genetics and reproduction within the separated peoples
after Babel to Accomplish what we now recognize as differences in appearance among cultures/peoples.


“Where did the people go?” The various civilizations of the world and their locations are the result of
God’s dispersion at Babel. People have wondered how the American Indians could have come to the Americas
when all of “known civilization” was in Europe, Asia, and Africa. There are many evolutionary explanations.
Scripture’s plain truth is the simplest and best. As groups of people migrated from Babel, over time they
reached what we now know as the Americas and developed as a civilization.


“What language did the people speak before Babel?” There is no mention of a particular language and
we have no way to know. Since God’s design was to totally confuse the people’s languages so that they were
forced to divide and spread, it would seem likely that the pre-Babel language didn’t even continue to exist after
Babel.


APPLICATIONS
The people of Babel defined their lives in terms of themselves rather than of God. Discuss the many ways in
which peo ple today (ourselves included) define their lives in terms of themselves and then consider the better
outlook through Christ. God today intervenes at times as He did at Babel. God intervened at Babel because
without the intervention, the people would only have grown in their sin and continued their sinful ways. God
intervened to accomplish His will which is always the salvation of souls. Likewise, today, God may at times
bring hardship and/or catastrophe to direct people away from the things of the earth and to seek Him through
the Scriptures. Loss of  man-made possessions because of storms, earthquakes, etc. reminds one that our
treasure is not in earthly things but with our Savior. Sin is rebellion against God. Discuss the various sins into
which we may fall and how this  is rebellion. (Students may not be willing to concede, at first that every sin is
rebellion against God. However, an examination of what sin is and how each sin breaks God’s will lead to that
conclusion.) David showed sinful pride when he ordered a census (1 Chronicles 21:1ff). Peter proudly said he
would never deny the Lord and then stood in the High Priest’s courtyard where temptation would be strong
(Matthew 26:33,69). We show the same kind of pride every time we rely on ourselves, give glory and honor to
ourselves, or when we boldly enter tempting situations thinking we won’t be affected, when we strike out to do
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things “our way” and fail to consider “God’s way.” Discuss with the students the ways in wh ich pride affects
their lives. Discuss how every aspect of life is an opportunity to give glory to God and not to ourselves.
Explain/consider how we do or do not give glory to God in the many things we do and say in day-to-day living.
Discuss the Gospel and how Christ did not show pride but humbled Himself…how there can be no room for
human pride in the heart of a child of God’s heart both because of what he is (a sinner) and because of what
Jesus has done (everything for our salvation without our help). Reassure the student that the sins of pride are
also forgiven in the blood of Christ by emphasizing God’s gracious plan even in His confusing of the languages
at Babel.


The world’s concept of “self-esteem” continues to be promoted widely. A lack of the world’s concept of “self-
esteem” is often touted as the cause for problems. The Tower of Babel shows that the world’s concept of self-
esteem is actually sin because it gives man a higher position than is rightfully his. Children in the public schools
will almost certainly face a false concept of self-esteem in a variety of ways. ALL children need to know and
understand from where their true worth is found, namely, in their Savior.


Agree or disagree: The skyscrapers and big cities of the present world are in many ways modern towers of
Babel. Discuss.


Project: Have the students spend a week or two reading newspapers/magazines and looking for articles that
demonstrate or report upon the same kind of attitude/motivation as the people of Babel and discuss what they
find.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Proverbs 3:5 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
1 Corinthians 10:17 - He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.
Middle any of the above and...
Proverbs 16:9 - A man’s heart plans his way, but the LORD directs His steps.
Galatians 6:14 - God forbid that I should glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Upper any of the above and...
1 John 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life-is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he
who does the will of God abides forever.


HYMN CHOICES
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (TLH #175)
“Just as I Am Without One Plea” (TLH #388)
“Savior I Follow On, Guided by Thee” (TLH #422)
“What is the World to Me” (TLH #430)
“Thy Way Not Mine O Lord” (TLH #532)





		BabelP

		babel1

		babel2

		babel3

		babel4

		towerofbabelnotes






God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Birth of Isaac Announced - Level 1     8/5/03


Birth of Isaac Announced
Genesis 15:1 - 18:15
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The Story


The Lord had blessed Abram with
many things.  However, there was one
blessing that Abram did not have yet. 
He had no children.


God appeared to Abram while he
was asleep and said, “Do not be afraid,
Abram.  I will protect you.  I will be your
great reward.”


Abram said, “Lord God, you have
promised me a son.  Sarah and I do not
yet have a child.  What shall I do?”


The Lord told Abram to go outside
and look at the sky.  “Try to count the
stars.  You will have as many people
come from your family as there are stars
in the sky.”  God also told Abram that
his family would be slaves in a strange
land for 400 years.  Then his family would
return to Canaan and own that land. 
Abram believed the promises that the
Lord had made to him. 


Many years went by, but Abram
and Sarai still had no son.  When Abram
was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to
him again.  Abram fell down on his face.  


God said, “I will make a covenant
between you and Me.”  A covenant is
a promise between two people.  The
Lord again promised to give Abram a
son.  “Your name will not be Abram
anymore.  You will be called Abraham,
which means ‘father of many.’  Your wife
will not be called Sarai, but Sarah, which
means ‘princess.’”


The Lord soon appeared to
Abraham again.  Abraham was sitting in
the shade by his tent.  He looked up,
and saw three men standing by him. 
These three men were actually the Lord
and two angels!  Abraham ran to meet
the visitors, and bowed down.


“Please stop here, wash your feet
and have a meal with me,” Abraham
said.  The three men agreed to stop
and rest.


Abraham ran in to Sarah. 
“Quickly, get some flour and bake some
bread,” he said.  Then Abraham ran out
to his herd, chose a calf, and prepared
the meat.  When everything was ready,
Abraham served his guests bread,
butter, meat, and milk.  


One of the men asked Abraham
where his wife was.  Abraham replied,
“She is in the tent.”


The Lord said, “I will come back to
you next year.  By that time, Sarah will
have a son.”


Sarah was listening from the tent. 
She laughed because she thought that
she was too old to have a child.


 “Why did Sarah laugh?” the Lord
said to Abraham.  “Is anything too hard
for Me to do?  I will come back next
year, and you will have a son.”


The Lord and the two angels got
up and started on their way.


God keeps all His promises.
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Activity One - Match the following.


1. Draw a line to Abram’s new name �


2. Draw a line to Sarai’s new name �


3. Draw a line to the baby’s name �


� Sarah


� Isaac


� Abraham


Activity Two - Follow the dot-to-dot to make something God showed Abraham.


Our faith is strengthened by God’s repeated promises in His Word.
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For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes


in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. John 3:16


Activity Three - The Lord makes many promises to you in His Word. Color the picture
that shows what God promised to Abraham and Sarah. Trace the cross to show that God
kept His promise to send Jesus to die for our sins.


Passages


I Corinthians 12:3b - “…and no one can say
that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”


Romans 10:17 -  “So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”


Hymn - TLH 373 v. 1


By grace I’m saved, grace free and
boundless;
My soul believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.


Prayer


Dear Holy Spirit, 
The devil, the world, and my flesh don’t want me to listen to You or follow You.  Help me to


listen to Your Words in the Bible and keep me in the faith that trusts in Jesus.  Remind me of
God’s promises, and make my faith stronger through His Word.  I ask this in the name of Jesus,
my Savior.  Amen.
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Birth of Isaac Announced
Genesis 15:1 - 18:15
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The Story


The Lord had blessed Abram with
many things.  However, there was one
blessing that Abram did not have yet. 
He had no children.


God appeared to Abram while
he was asleep and said, “Do not be
afraid, Abram.  I will protect you.  I will
be your great reward.”


Abram said, “Lord God, you have
promised me a son.  Sarah and I do not
yet have a child.  What shall I do?”


The Lord told Abram to go
outside and look at the sky.  “Try to
count the stars.  You will have as many
people come from your family as there
are stars in the sky.”  God also told
Abram that his family would be slaves
in a strange land for 400 years.  Then his
family would return to Canaan and
own that land.  Abram believed the
promises that the Lord had made to
him. 


Many years went by, but Abram
and Sarai still had no son.  When
Abram was 99 years old, the Lord
appeared to him again.  Abram fell
down on his face.  


God said, “I will make a
covenant between you and Me.”  A
covenant is a promise between two
people.  The Lord again promised to
give Abram a son.  “Your name will not
be Abram anymore.  You will be
called Abraham, which means ‘father
of many.’  Your wife will not be called
Sarai, but Sarah, which means


‘princess.’”
The Lord soon appeared to


Abraham again.  Abraham was sitting
in the shade by his tent.  He looked up,
and saw three men standing by him. 
These three men were actually the
Lord and two angels!  Abraham ran to
meet the visitors, and bowed down.


“Please stop here, wash your feet
and have a meal with me,” Abraham
said.  The three men agreed to stop
and rest.


Abraham ran in to Sarah. 
“Quickly, get some flour and bake
some bread,” he said.  Then Abraham
ran out to his herd, chose a calf, and
prepared the meat.  When everything
was ready, Abraham served his guests
bread, butter, meat, and milk.  


One of the men asked Abraham
where his wife was.  Abraham replied,
“She is in the tent.”


The Lord said, “I will come back
to you next year.  By that time, Sarah
will have a son.”


Sarah was listening from the tent. 
She laughed because she thought that
she was too old to have a child.


 “Why did Sarah laugh?” the Lord
said to Abraham.  “Is anything too
hard for Me to do?  I will come back
next year, and you will have a son.”


The Lord and the two angels got
up and started on their way.


God keeps all His promises.
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Activity One - Fill in the blanks below using the words in the WORD BOX


1. The Lord had promised Abram a   ____________________.


2. God told Abram to go outside and count the ____________________.


3. Abram ____________________ God’s promises.


4. Three ____________________ came to Abraham’s tent.


5. Abraham invited them to stay for a ____________________.


6. The Lord promised that Abraham would have a son by next
____________________.


7. Sarah ____________________.


8. The Lord asked, “Is anything too ____________________ for Me?”


9. The Lord always keeps His ____________________.


Activity Two - The Lord will always keep His promises. Where can you hear these
promises? Unscramble the letters below to find 3 places. Also unscramble the 2 words.


c __ __ __ __ __
hruchc


h __ __ __
mhoe


S __ __ __ __ __     S __ __ __ __ __
dSnuya                 cohSlo


When I hear God’s promises, my faith grows s __ __ __ __ __ __ __ . rngoerst


God kept the greatest promise of all, the promise of a S __ __ __ __ __ . irsvoa
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Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will
deliver you, and you shall glorify Me. Ps 50:15


For He shall give His angels charge over you, to
keep you in all your ways. Ps 91:11


Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life. Revelation 2:10b


For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever


believes in Him should not perish 


Activity Three - The Lord makes many promises to you in His Word. Read each Bible
verse. In each box with the verse, write or draw one promise that the Lord has made.


Our faith is strengthened by God’s repeated promises in His Word.
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Passages


I Corinthians 12:3b - “…and no one can say that Jesus is Lord 
except by the Holy Spirit.”


Romans 10:17 -  “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God.”


Hymn - TLH #373 st. 1


By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.


Prayer


Dear Holy Spirit, 
The devil, the world, and my flesh don’t want me to listen to You or follow


You.  Help me to listen to Your Words in the Bible and keep me in the faith that
trusts in Jesus.  Remind me of God’s promises, and make my faith stronger
through His Word.  I ask this in the name of Jesus, my Savior.  Amen.
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Birth of Isaac Announced
Genesis 15:1 - 18:15


Name some promises that people have made to you.
How do you feel when promises are not kept?
Why is it difficult for some people to keep their promises?
Today, you will learn about Someone who always keeps
His promises.


Prayer
Dear Lord, You have made many promises to us. 


Through Your Word, strengthen our faith in those promises. 
Send Your Holy Spirit to show us that You always keep
Your promises!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.


The Story - Genesis 15:1-18:15 (excerpts)


God's Promise to Abram 
15:1After these things the word of the


LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying,
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward."


2But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will
You give me, seeing I go childless, and the
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 


3Then Abram said, "Look, You have
given me no offspring; indeed one born in
my house is my heir!" 


4And behold, the word of the LORD
came to him, saying, "This one shall not be
your heir, but one who will come from your
own body shall be your heir." 


5Then He brought him outside and said,
"Look now toward heaven, and count the
stars if you are able to number them." And
He said to him, "So shall your descendants
be." 


6And he believed in the LORD, and He
accounted it to him for righteousness...


The Sign of God's Promise to Abraham 
 17:1When Abram was ninety-nine


years old, the LORD appeared to Abram
and said to him, "I am Almighty God; walk


before Me and be blameless. 2And I will
make My covenant between Me and you,
and will multiply you exceedingly." 


3Then Abram fell on his face, and God
talked with him, saying: 4"As for Me, behold,
My covenant is with you, and you shall be
a father of many nations. 5No longer shall
your name be called Abram, but your
name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you a father of many nations. 6I will make
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make
nations of you, and kings shall come from
you. 7And I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your
descendants after you in their generations,
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and your descendants after you. 8Also
I give to you and your descendants after
you the land in which you are a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting
possession; and I will be their God." 


9And God said to Abraham: "As for
you, you shall keep My covenant, you and
your descendants after you throughout
their generations. 10This is My covenant
which you shall keep, between Me and
you and your descendants after you: Every
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male child among you shall be
circumcised;...


15Then God said to Abraham, "As for
Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16And I
will bless her and also give you a son by
her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a
mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be
from her." 


17Then Abraham fell on his face and
laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child
be born to a man who is one hundred
years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety
years old, bear a child?" 18And Abraham
said to God, "Oh, that Ishmael might live
before You!" 


19Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife
shall bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Isaac; I will establish My covenant
with him for an everlasting covenant, and
with his descendants after him ...21But My
covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom
Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next
year." 22Then He finished talking with him,
and God went up from Abraham.


...26That very same day Abraham was
circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27and all
the men of his house, born in the house or
bought with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him.


A Son Is Promised 
18:1Then the LORD appeared to him by


the terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was
sitting in the tent door in the heat of the
day. 2So he lifted his eyes and looked, and
behold, three men were standing by him;
and when he saw them, he ran from the
tent door to meet them, and bowed
himself to the ground, 3and said, "My Lord, if
I have now found favor in Your sight, do
not pass on by Your servant. 4Please let a


little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.
5And I will bring a morsel of bread, that
you may refresh your hearts. After that you
may pass by, inasmuch as you have come
to your servant."


They said, "Do as you have said." 
6So Abraham hurried into the tent to


Sarah and said, "Quickly, make ready three
measures of fine meal; knead it and make
cakes." 


7And Abraham ran to the herd, took a
tender and good calf, gave it to a young
man, and he hastened to prepare it. 8So he
took butter and milk and the calf which he
had prepared, and set it before them; and
he stood by them under the tree as they
ate.


9Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah
your wife?" 


So he said, "Here, in the tent." 
10And He said, "I will certainly return to


you according to the time of life, and
behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son." 


(Sarah was listening in the tent door
which was behind him.) 11Now Abraham
and Sarah were old, well advanced in
age; and Sarah had passed the age of
childbearing. 12Therefore Sarah laughed
within herself, saying, "After I have grown
old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being
old also?" 


13And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why
did Sarah laugh, saying, "Shall I surely bear
a child, since I am old?' 14Is anything too
hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I
will return to you, according to the time of
life, and Sarah shall have a son." 


15But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not
laugh," for she was afraid. 


And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" 


Outer aim – God keeps all His promises.







Old Testament 3  Birth of Isaac Announced  - Level 3


son
Abraham
believed
promised


Sarah
reward


appeared
make


descendants
Lord


childless
circumcise


Savior
covenant


three
stars


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks below.  The answers can be found in the
WORD BOX.  Then unscramble the letters on the lines which have the arrow > pointing to it,
and place them in the last blank to discover a wonderful truth!


1. The Lord told Abram that He would be Abram’s “exceedingly great >__ __ __ __ __ __.”


2. Abram was concerned that he was __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.


3. The Lord promised that Abram would have as many descendants as the >___ __ __ __
__ in the sky.


4. This promise was very important because the __ __ __ >___ __ __ of all people was to
come from Abraham’s family.


5. Abram __ __ __ >___ __ __ __ __ the Lord.


6. When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord again promised to __ __ >___ __ His covenant
with Abram.


7. A __ __ __ >___ __ __ __ __ is an agreement between two people.


8. Abram’s name was changed to __ __ __ __ __ __ >___ , meaning “father of many.”


9. God told Abraham that his __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ would receive the land of
Canaan.


10. The Lord commanded Abraham to __ __ __ __ __ __ ___ __> __ __all the males in his
family.


11. The Lord __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ to Abraham outside his tent.


12. Abraham invited the  __ __ __ >___ __ men to stay for a meal.


13. Abraham and >___ __ __ __ __ prepared the food.


14. The Lord >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __Abraham that he would have a son by next year.


15. She laughed because she felt she was too old to have a >___ __ __ .


16. God told them, “Nothing is too hard for the __ >___ __ __ .”


17. The Lord always __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ !
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Apply these Bible truths to your life.


There are times when our faith, like Abraham and Sarah’s, becomes weak.


1. What three things are working to cause us to doubt God’s promises? 
_____________________, _____________________, ______________________


2. How is our faith strengthened? (Hint: see Romans 10:17 and I Corinthians 12:3b below in
PASSAGES)


3. Where can we hear God’s Word? (Name at least 3 places.)


Inner aim – Our faith is strengthened by God’s repeated promises in His Word.


Your Turn  - It’s your turn to be strengthened by the Lord’s promises!  Look up the
following Bible passages.  Write the promises that the Lord has made and kept for you!


Psalm 50:15  _______________________________________________________________________


John 3:16 _______________________________________________________________________


Psalm 91:11 _______________________________________________________________________


Revelation 2:10b _______________________________________________________________________


I John 1:9 _______________________________________________________________________


Psalm 55:22 _______________________________________________________________________
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Passages


Ephesians 2:8-9 - “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”


I Corinthians 12:3b - “…and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”


Romans 10:17 -  “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”


Hymn - TLH 373 v. 1, 6


By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.


By grace!  On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief is flown,
Since I am saved by grace alone.


Prayer


Holy Spirit, the devil, the world, and my sinful flesh are working to keep me from listening to
Your promises and following You.  Keep me in the faith that trusts Jesus and His Word. 
Remind me of God’s promises.  I ask this in the Name of Jesus, my Savior.  Amen.
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Birth of Isaac Announced
Genesis 15:1 - 18:15


Name some promises that people have made to you.
How do you feel when promises are not kept?
Why is it difficult for some people to keep their promises?
Today, you will learn about Someone who always keeps
His promises.


Prayer


Dear Lord, You have made many promises to us.  Through Your Word, strengthen our faith
in those promises.  Send Your Holy Spirit to show us that You always keep Your promises!  In
Jesus’ Name, Amen.


The Story - Genesis 15:1-18:15 (excerpts)


God's Promise to Abram 
After these things the word of the LORD


came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your
exceedingly great reward."


2But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You


give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 


3Then Abram said, "Look, You have given
me no offspring; indeed one born in my house
is my heir!" 


4And behold, the word of the LORD came


to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir,
but one who will come from your own body
shall be your heir." 


5Then He brought him outside and said,


"Look now toward heaven, and count the
stars if you are able to number them." And He
said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 


6And he believed in the LORD, and He


accounted it to him for righteousness...


The Sign of God's Promise to Abraham 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old,


the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,
"I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless.  2And I will make My covenant
between Me and you, and will multiply you
exceedingly." 


3Then Abram fell on his face, and God


talked with him, saying:  4"As for Me, behold,
My covenant is with you, and you shall be a
father of many nations.  5No longer shall your
name be called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham; for I have made you a father of
many nations.  6I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and
kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish
My covenant between Me and you and your
descendants after you in their generations, for
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and your descendants after you. 8Also I give
to you and your descendants after you the


land in which you are a stranger, all the land







Old Testament 2  Birth of Isaac Announced  - Level 4


of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I
will be their God." 


9And God said to Abraham: "As for you,


you shall keep My covenant, you and your
descendants after you throughout their
generations.  10This is My covenant which you
shall keep, between Me and you and your
descendants after you: Every male child
among you shall be circumcised;...


15Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai
your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. 16And I will bless
her and also give you a son by her; then I will
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations;
kings of peoples shall be from her." 


17Then Abraham fell on his face and
laughed, and said in his heart, "Shall a child be
born to a man who is one hundred years old?
And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear
a child?" 18And Abraham said to God, "Oh,
that Ishmael might live before You!" 


19Then God said: "No, Sarah your wife shall
bear you a son, and you shall call his name
Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him


for an everlasting covenant, and with his
descendants after him ...21But My covenant I
will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall
bear to you at this set time next year." 22Then
He finished talking with him, and God went up
from Abraham.


...26That very same day Abraham was
circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27and all the
men of his house, born in the house or bought
with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him.


A Son Is Promised 
Then the LORD appeared to him by the


terebinth trees of Mamre, as he was sitting in
the tent door in the heat of the day. 2So he
lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three
men were standing by him; and when he saw
them, he ran from the tent door to meet them,


and bowed himself to the ground, 3and said, 
"My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your
sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 4Please
let a little water be brought, and wash your
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5And I
will bring a morsel of bread, that you may
refresh your hearts. After that you may pass
by, inasmuch as you have come to your
servant."


They said, "Do as you have said." 
6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah


and said, "Quickly, make ready three
measures of fine meal; knead it and make
cakes." 


7And Abraham ran to the herd, took a


tender and good calf, gave it to a young
man, and he hastened to prepare it. 8So he
took butter and milk and the calf which he
had prepared, and set it before them; and he
stood by them under the tree as they ate.


9Then they said to him, "Where is Sarah


your wife?" 
So he said, "Here, in the tent." 
10And He said, "I will certainly return to you


according to the time of life, and behold,
Sarah your wife shall have a son." 


(Sarah was listening in the tent door which
was behind him.) 11Now Abraham and Sarah
were old, well advanced in age; and Sarah
had passed the age of childbearing.
12Therefore Sarah laughed within herself,
saying, "After I have grown old, shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also?" 


13And the LORD said to Abraham, "Why


did Sarah laugh, saying, "Shall I surely bear a
child, since I am old?'  14Is anything too hard for
the LORD? At the appointed time I will return
to you, according to the time of life, and
Sarah shall have a son." 


15But Sarah denied it, saying, "I did not


laugh," for she was afraid. 
And He said, "No, but you did laugh!" 
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Outer aim – God keeps all His promises.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks below.  The answers can be found in the WORD
BOX.  Then unscramble the letters on the lines which have the arrow > pointing to it, and
place them in the last blank to discover a wonderful truth!


1. The Lord told Abram that He would be Abram’s “exceedingly great >___ __ __ __ __ __.”


2. Abram was concerned that he was __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.


3. The Lord promised that Abram would have as many descendants as the >___ __ __ __ __
in the sky.


4. This promise was very important because the __ __ __ >___ __ __ of all people was to
come from Abraham’s family.


5. Abram __ __ __ >___ __ __ __ __ the Lord.


6. When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord again promised to __ __ >___ __ His covenant
with Abram.


7. A __ __ __ >___ __ __ __ __ is an agreement between two people.


8. Abram’s name was changed to __ __ __ __ __ __ >___ , meaning “father of many.”


9. God told Abraham that his __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ would receive the land of
Canaan.


10. The Lord commanded Abraham to __ __ __ __ __ __>___ __ __ __all the males in his family.


11. The Lord __ >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ to Abraham outside his tent.


12. Abraham invited the  __ __ __ >___ __ men to stay for a meal.


13. Abraham and >___ __ __ __ __ prepared the food.
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14. The Lord >___ __ __ __ __ __ __ __Abraham that he would have a son by next year.


15. She laughed because she felt she was too old to have a >___ __ __ .


16. God told them, “Nothing is too hard for the __ >___ __ __ .”


17. The Lord always __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ !


What God’s Word Tells Us - Apply these Bible truths to your life.


There are times when our faith, like Abraham and Sarah’s, becomes weak.


1. What three things are working to cause us to doubt God’s promises? 
_____________________, _____________________, ______________________


2. How is our faith strengthened? (Hint: see Romans 10:17 and I Corinthians 12:3b below
in PASSAGES)


3. Where can we hear God’s Word? (Name at least 3 places.)


Inner aim – Our faith is strengthened by God’s repeated promises in His Word.


Your Turn  - It’s your turn to be strengthened by the Lord’s promises!  Look up the following
Bible passages.  Write the promises that the Lord has made and kept for you!


Psalm 50:15  _______________________________________________________________________


John 3:16 _______________________________________________________________________
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Psalm 91:11 _______________________________________________________________________


Revelation 2:10b _______________________________________________________________________


I John 1:9 _______________________________________________________________________


Psalm 55:22 _______________________________________________________________________


Passages


Ephesians 2:8-9 - “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”


I Corinthians 12:3b - “…and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”


Romans 10:17 -  “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”


Hymn - TLH 373 v. 1, 6


By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless;
My soul believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heav’n obtain.


By grace!  On this I’ll rest when dying;
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condition,
I also know my Savior’s voice.
My heart is glad, all grief is flown,
Since I am saved by grace alone.


Prayer


Holy Spirit, the devil, the world, and my sinful flesh are working to keep me from listening to
Your promises and following You.  Keep me in the faith that trusts Jesus and His Word. 
Remind me of my God’s promises.  I ask this in the Name of Jesus, my Savior.  Amen.
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STORY 8/5/03


The Promise of a Son - Genesis 15:1-18:15


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord God, You have promised in Your Word that You will give us all things we need in this life. You
have promised to guard and watch over us. Even when things look bleak and discouraging, we can trust in
Your Word. I know that You have promised me everlasting life through faith in Jesus. Help me to trust
Your promises completely as Abraham trusted You, that You would give him a son in his old age. Lead me
to be a good example of a faithful, trusting child of God for my children. I ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Covenant- a mutual agreement or promise between two or more persons


Circumcision- cutting of the foreskin of the male organ done when the
male child was 8 days old


OUTER AIM
God keeps all His promises.


INNER AIM
Our faith is strengthened by God's repeated promises in His Word.


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 1, pp. 56-59)
When God first came to Abraham and asked him to leave his home and family, He promised to be with him
and to bless him.  In our story today we see how the Lord kept this great promise which strengthened
Abraham's faith.


Genesis 15:2
Abraham reminds God of the promise He had given him.  


In Old Testament times it was considered a curse and a shame to not have children.  


For Abraham, this was even a greater burden because of the promise that God had given him concerning
the Messiah coming from His seed.


v. 4
God repeats His promise He had made earlier to Abraham.


It won't be Abraham's servant, Eliezer, but the heir will come from Abraham's body.


v. 5
God gives Abraham a visible sign of His promise--the stars in the sky.


v. 6
Abraham put his trust in God's Word, His Promise.
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Paul calls Abraham, "the father of all those who believe." (Romans 4:11)


Abraham was justified in the eyes of God, not because of his works, but
by faith in the promised Savior.


We see that the Old Testament believer is saved the same way the New
Testament believe is--through Jesus.  (Acts 15:11)


Genesis 17:1


Many years have gone by since that first promise. Abraham is now 99 years old and
still has no son.


With God nothing is impossible. He is able to fulfill all His promises.


Abraham walked in faith in the promised Savior.


Abraham was righteous in God's eyes because of his faith in Jesus.


v. 3
In worshipful reverence, Abraham throws himself down on the ground
before his Lord.


v. 5
Abraham means "father of a multitude" or "father of many nations."


His new name was another outward sign to strengthen Abraham's faith.


vs.10-13


Circumcision is the seal of the righteousness of faith and a type of Baptism--the seal of the forgiveness of sins
promised in the Gospel and made ours through faith. (Romans 4:11)


v.15
Sarah means "princess." Not just Abram's princess (Sarai="my princess"), but a princess of nations, eventually
of Jesus Himself. 


18:1
Mamre was a district of Hebron, 20 miles south of Jerusalem. (See Rupprecht p. 57)


v. 2
One was the Son of God who had assumed the form of a man. The other two were angels in human form.


vs.3-5
Abraham was a very gracious host even to these strangers (two angels and the Son of God), this being fruits of
his faith. (Hebrews 13:2)
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v. 10
God calms Abraham's fears and doubts, even though it had been 24 years since that first promise. God's
words, "I will certainly return to you...your wife shall have a son," gave to Abraham the confident assurance of
the fulfillment of that promise. This promise would be fulfilled within the next year.


v. 12
Sarah doubted. She looked at her aged body and that of her husband and she could not believe it would
happen. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."     (Hebrews 11:1) God
does answer all of our prayers, sometimes it is many years before we see or realize the answer.  Never doubt
HIS PROMISES!!!  


v. 13-14
The LORD repeats His promise also showing Sarah that He is omniscient
and knows what is in her heart.


v. 15
Sarah denies that she laughed and is convicted of her sin when the LORD
says, "No, but you did laugh." (Hebrews 11:11) "Through faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive
seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had  promised."  


STUDENT PRAYER
Holy Spirit, the devil, the world, and my flesh are against my listening to Your voice and following You. Keep
me in the faith that trusts in Jesus and His word. Remind me of what my God has said, whenever I am tempted
to sin. I ask this in the name of Jesus, my Savior. Amen.


PRESENTATION
1) God used His Word, His Promises to make Abraham's faith stronger.  God makes our faith stronger in the
same way:   through His Word which we hear in church, read at home, and learn in Christian Day School,
Sunday School, Confirmation and Bible Class.


2) There are times when our faith, like Abraham's and Sarah's becomes weak and we begin to doubt God's
love and His promises toward us.  This is when we especially need to remain in the Word.  ONLY GOD'S
WORD CAN MAKE OUR FAITH STRONGER!  Proverbs 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding."


3) The keeping of this promise of a son was so important because from Isaac the Messiah--Jesus--would come
who is the Savior of all people.


4) Our salvation is by faith alone, by faith alone in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Believers in Jesus are
righteous before God because by faith we have accredited to us Christ's perfection.  Righteousness is not by
our own works, but by faith - trusting, resting
upon God's promises!   Faith in God's Word, His Promise of a Son, Savior, Forgiveness, Salvation! This faith
is also a gift of God worked in us by the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 2:8-10; I Corinthians 12:3
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


Lower
I Corinthians 12:3b -  "...and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit."


Middle any of the above and...
Ephesians 2:8,9 - "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast."


Romans 10:17 - "So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."


Upper any of the above and...
Galatians 3:11 - "But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for The just shall live by
faith."


Romans 4:3-5 - "For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.’ Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. But to him who does
not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness."


HYMN CHOICES
By Grace I'm Saved, Grace Free and Boundless - TLH #373
Not What These Hands have Done - TLH #389
The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace - TLH #297
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament  Sodom & Gomorrah - Level 1      8/6/02


Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19


God answered Abraham’s faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by
rescuing him from wicked people.
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The Story


Introduction:
Sally’s birthday was coming up, and she


knew just what she wanted.  The carnival was
coming to town, and she wanted to ride on
the Ferris wheel.  Sally talked to her dad, and
told him what she wanted.


But when Sally’s birthday came, she
wasn’t at the carnival.  Instead, she was on an
airplane, heading to Florida.  She was going to
Disney World with her mom and dad!  She
didn’t get to go to the carnival, but she got
something better!


Our parents don’t always give us what
we ask for.  But God always answers our
prayers. Sometimes He has to say no, because
we want something that would hurt us. 
Sometimes He gives us exactly what we asked
for.  And  sometimes He gives us something
even better.


Sodom & Gomorrah
The Lord and the two angels left


Abraham’s home and started walking
toward the city of Sodom.  Abraham went
along with them.


The Lord said to Abraham, “I have
heard that the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah are doing terrible sins.  I will go
there now and see if they are as evil as I
have heard.”


The two angels continued walking
toward Sodom, but the Lord stayed with
Abraham.  Now, Abraham knew that the
Lord planned to destroy the wicked cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah.  But his nephew
Lot lived in the city of Sodom, and
Abraham didn’t want Lot and his family to
be destroyed.  So Abraham spoke boldly
to the Lord.  “Are you going to destroy the
good people along with the evil ones? 
Suppose there are 50 believers in the city. 
You don’t want to destroy the good
people along with the evil ones.  You are
the Judge of all the earth. You always do
what is right.”


The Lord answered, “If I find 50


believers in Sodom, I will not destroy the
city.”


Then Abraham spoke again to the
Lord, “I know that I am not worthy to ask
this of You, Lord, but suppose there are
only 45 believers in Sodom?  Will you
destroy the whole city because there were
just five fewer than 50 believers?”


Again the Lord answered, “If I find 45
believers in Sodom, I will not destroy the
city.”


Abraham went from 45 to 40 to 30 to
20.  Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, do not be
angry with me if I ask one more time. 
Suppose there are 10 believers in Sodom?”


And the Lord answered, “I will not
destroy Sodom if there are 10 believers
there.”


Then the Lord went on His way, and
Abraham went back home.


Now the two angels came to Sodom
in the evening, and Lot was sitting at the
gate of the city.  When Lot saw them, he
begged them to spend the night at his
house.  He made a feast for them to eat. 
Before they went to bed that night, the
men of the city surrounded Lot’s house. 
They knew that Lot had two guests at his
house.  They called to Lot, and told him to
send the guests out of the house.  Those
wicked men wanted to hurt the two
“men”.  They wanted to do very wicked
things to them.


Lot didn’t want anyone to hurt his
guests.  He went out to talk to the wicked
men of Sodom.  “Don’t do these wicked
things,” he begged.   But it didn’t help. 
They threatened to do even worse things
to Lot, instead!  When they tried to break
down the door, the angels inside reached
out of the house and pulled Lot into the
house, and shut the door.  Then the angels
made the wicked men outside become
blind.  Even this didn’t make the men stop! 
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They kept trying to find the door, but they
could not.  Finally they were tired of trying
to find the door, and they left.


Then the angels asked Lot, “Do you
have anyone else here?  Get all of your
relatives and take them out of here,
because we will destroy this city soon.  The
Lord has sent us to destroy it.”


So Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, but they just thought he was
joking.  


When morning came, the angels
told Lot, “Hurry!  Take your wife and your
two daughters and get out of this place or
you will be destroyed along with the city!”


Still Lot and his family did not hurry. 
So the angels held them by the hand, and
led them out of the city.  Then one angel
said, “Escape for your life!  Go to the
mountains, and don’t look back!”


Lot and his two daughters were
saved, but Lot’s wife was not.  She looked
back at the burning city, and she was


 turned into a pillar of salt.
Early the next morning, Abraham


looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah.  He
saw clouds of smoke, and he knew that
God had destroyed the cities.  But God
had also answered Abraham’s prayer.  He
had led Lot and Lot’s family out of Sodom,
and they were safe in the mountains.


Lot had a very bad problem.  He
was living in a wicked city, and was in
danger of being burned up with the city! 
But God didn’t forget about him.  God sent
angels to save Lot.


We have a problem that is even
worse than Lot’s problem.  We are living in
a wicked world, and we deserve to go to
hell because of our sins.  But God didn’t
forget about us.  God sent His Son to die on
the cross and save us from our sins.
Because we believe that Jesus died to
forgive our sins, we will go to heaven to live
forever!


Activity One - We need to take all of our
problems to God in prayer.  We know that He
always hears our prayers, and answers them.
Make a prayer list by  saying one thing to pray for
on each finger of the praying hands.
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Activity Two - Make a salt sculpture as a reminder of the passage in Luke 17:32 -
“Remember Lot’s wife.” It is a warning against loving sin and loving the world.


RECIPES FOR SALT SCULPTURE


1.  Combine 1 cup salt and ½ cup cornstarch
with 3/4 cup cold water
Mix the ingredients together in a double boiler
and heat, stirring constantly for 2 or 3 minutes
until thick.  Remove the mixture from the heat,
allow to cool, and then knead for several
minutes until an even consistency is attained. 
It is now ready for use. This clay doesn’t shrink
when drying.  It will harden to the consistency
of stone.  It won’t powder.


2.  This recipe has the advantage of not
needing to be cooked.
2 parts table salt
1 part flour
water
Mix the salt, flour, and water into a dough-like
consistency.   Break off small pieces, form into
ball, and  pierce with a toothpick.  Let dry,
then string.  You have a salt bead necklace.


Note: make the clay before class.  Have squares of wax paper ready for the children to
place their sculptures on to dry.  A roll of masking tape and a pen are handy to make quick
labels to slap onto the wax paper.


Activity Three - Color the map showing different places you are when the LORD is
near to you.  Psalms 145:18 - “ The LORD is near to all who call upon Him.” We need Him to
be near us all the time, and everywhere.
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God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful
world.


Passages


Luke 17:32 - “Remember Lot’s wife.”


Psalms 145:18 - “ The LORD is near to all who call upon Him.” 


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1, 2, 4 


I am trusting Thee, Lord, Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.


“Oh, Be Careful” - Sung to the tune “If You’re Happy
and You Know it, Clap Your Hands..”


Oh, be careful little eyes what you see,(point to eyes)
Oh, be careful little eyes what you see,
For the Father up above is looking down in love,
(point up)
So be careful little eyes what you see.(point to eyes)


Oh, be careful little ears, what you hear, (point to
ears)
Oh, be careful little ears what you hear,
For the Father up above is looking down in love,
(point up)
So be careful little ears what you hear. (point to ears)


Prayer


Dear Jesus, Thank You for taking care of us all the time.  Thank You for protecting us from
danger.  Most of all, thank You for saving us from our sins so we will go to heaven.  Amen.
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Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19


God answered Abraham’s faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by
rescuing him from wicked people.
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The Story


Introduction:
Prepare the following recipe and shape


into a person:
SALT SCULPTURE


Combine 1 cup salt and ½ cup cornstarch
with 3/4 cup cold water
Mix the ingredients together in a double
boiler and heat, stirring constantly for 2 or 3
minutes until thick.  Remove the mixture
from the heat, allow to cool, and then
knead for several minutes until an even
consistency is attained.  It is now ready for
use. This clay doesn’t shrink when drying.  It
will harden to the consistency of stone.  It
won’t powder.


“How could this remind us of our
sins?”  The answer will be given at the end
of the story.


Sodom & Gomorrah
The Lord had come with two angels


and  visited with Abraham, and had
promised that Abraham and Sarah would
soon have a baby son.


When the visit was over, the Lord and
the two angels got up and started walking
toward the city of Sodom.  Abraham went
along with them.


The Lord said to Abraham, “I have
heard that the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah are doing terrible sins.  I will go
there now and see if they are as evil as I
have heard they are or not.”


The two angels continued walking
toward Sodom, but the Lord stayed with
Abraham.  Now, Abraham knew that the
Lord planned to destroy the wicked cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah.  But his nephew
Lot lived in the city of Sodom, and
Abraham didn’t want Lot and his family to
be destroyed.  So Abraham spoke boldly
to the Lord.  “Are you going to destroy the
good people along with the evil ones? 
Suppose there are 50 believers in the city. 


You don’t want to destroy the good
people along with the evil ones.  You are
the Judge of all the earth. You always do
what is right.”


The Lord answered, “If I find 50
believers in Sodom, I will not destroy the
city.”


Then Abraham spoke again to the
Lord, “I know that I am not worthy to ask
this of You, Lord, but suppose there are
only 45 believers in Sodom?  Will you
destroy the whole city because there were
just 5 fewer than 50 believers?”


Again the Lord answered, “If I find 45
believers in Sodom, I will not destroy the
city.”


Abraham went from 45 to 40 to 30 to
20.  Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, do not be
angry with me if I ask one more time. 
Suppose there are 10 believers in Sodom?”


And the Lord answered, “I will not
destroy Sodom if there are 10 believers
there.”


Then the Lord went on His way, and
Abraham went back home.


Now the two angels came to Sodom
in the evening, and Lot was sitting at the
gate of the city.  When Lot saw them, he
begged them to spend the night at his
house.  He made a feast for them to eat. 
Before they went to bed that night, the
men of the city surrounded Lot’s house. 
They knew that Lot had two guests at his
house.  They called to Lot, and told him to
send the guests out of the house.  Those
wicked men wanted to hurt the two
“men”.  They wanted to do very wicked
things to them.


Lot didn’t want anyone to hurt his
guests.  He went out to talk to the wicked
men of Sodom.  “Don’t do these wicked
things,” he begged.   But it didn’t help. 
They threatened to do even worse things
to Lot, instead!  When they tried to break
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down the door, the angels inside reached
out of the house and pulled Lot into the
house, and shut the door.  Then the angels
made the wicked men outside become
blind.  Even this didn’t make the men stop! 
They kept trying to find the door, but they
could not.  Finally they were tired of trying
to find the door, and they left.


Then the angels asked Lot, “Do you
have anyone else here?  Get all of your
relatives and take them out of here,
because we will destroy this city soon.  The
Lord has sent us to destroy it.”


So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-
in-law, but they just thought he was joking. 


When morning came, the angels told
Lot, “Hurry!  Take your wife and your two
daughters and get out of this place or you
will be destroyed along with the city!”


Still Lot and his family did not hurry. 
So the angels held them by the hand, and
led them out of the city.  Then one angel
said, “Escape for your life!  Go to the
mountains, and don’t look back!”


Lot and his two daughters were
saved, but Lot’s wife was not.  She looked
back at the burning city, and she was
turned into a pillar of salt.


Early the next morning, Abraham
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah.  He
saw clouds of smoke, and he knew that
God had destroyed the cities.  But God
had also answered Abraham’s prayer.  He
had led Lot and Lot’s family out of Sodom,
and they were safe in the mountains.


Lot had a very bad problem.  He was
living in a wicked city, and was in danger
of being burned up with the city!  But God
didn’t forget about him.  God sent angels
to save Lot.


We have a problem that is even
worse than Lot’s problem.  We are living in
a wicked world, and we deserve to go to
hell because of our sins.  But God didn’t
forget about us.  God sent His Son to die on
the cross and save us from our sins.  We will
go to heaven to live forever!


Activity One - Use the word box to answer the following questions.


1. Lot lived in ________________________.


2. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were very ____________________________.


3. God planned to ________________________ Sodom and Gomorrah.


4. Abraham ____________________ to God to save the cities for Lot’s sake.


5. The men who stayed with Lot were really ___________________.


6. The men of Sodom tried to get into Lot’s _____________________.


7. Although Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, Lot and his daughters were
_____________.


angels         destroy         house         prayed         safe         Sodom         wicked
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Activity Two - We need to take all of our problems to God in prayer.  We know that He
always hears our prayers, and answers them. Make a prayer list by writing one thing to pray
for on each finger of the praying hands.


God
shows


mercy to
us by


rescuing
us from


Satan and
this sinful


world.
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Activity Three - Use a red crayon to underline the sentences that show our sin.
Use a yellow crayon to underline the sentences that show our salvation.


1. The men of Sodom wanted to hurt the angels.


2. Lot was slow in leaving the city of Sodom.


3. Lot’s wife looked back at Sodom.


4. We love the world and the things in the world more than we love God.


5. We know that Jesus died to take away our sins.


6. We don’t want to listen to God.


7. We will live in heaven forever.


8. Our sins are forgiven.


Passages
Luke 17:32 - “Remember Lot’s wife.” Psalms 145:18 - “ The LORD is near to all


who call upon Him.” 


Hymn - TLH #459 v. 1-3 


Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,
Therefore will not say thee nay.


Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For His grace and pow’r are such
None can ever ask too much.


With my burden I begin:
Lord, remove this load of sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,
Set my conscience free from guilt. Amen.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, We are sorry that we don’t listen to You the way we should.  Please help


us to remember to come to You in prayer, and remind us that You always hear and answer
our prayers. Thank You also for taking care of us all the time.  Thank You for protecting us
from danger.  Most of all, thank You for saving us from our sins so we will go to heaven. 
Amen.
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Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19


Do you like to watch horror movies?  
There are some really nasty people in those movies.  
Well, there were some nasty people in the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah, too, and Lot found himself right in the middle of a
real-life horror.


Prayer


Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,
Therefore will not say thee nay.


With my burden I begin:
Lord, remove this load of
sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,
Set my conscience free from guilt. Amen.


The Story - Genesis 18:16-19:29


Genesis 18:16  Then the men rose
from there and looked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send them on
the way. {17} And the LORD said, "Shall I
hide from Abraham what I am doing, {18}
"since Abraham shall surely become a
great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in
him? {19} "For I have known him, in order
that he may command his children and his
household after him, that they keep the
way of the LORD, to do righteousness and
justice, that the LORD may bring to
Abraham what He has spoken to him." 


{20} And the LORD said, "Because
the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great, and because their sin is very grave,
{21} "I will go down now and see whether
they have done altogether according to
the outcry against it that has come to Me;
and if not, I will know." 


{22} Then the men turned away from


there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the LORD. {23}
And Abraham came near and said,
"Would You also destroy the righteous with
the wicked? {24} "Suppose there were fifty
righteous within the city; would You also
destroy the place and not spare it for the
fifty righteous that were in it? {25} "Far be it
from You to do such a thing as this, to slay
the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous should be as the wicked; far be it
from You! Shall not the Judge of all the
earth do right?" 


{26} So the LORD said, "If I find in
Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I
will spare all the place for their sakes." 


{27} Then Abraham answered and
said, "Indeed now, I who am but dust and
ashes have taken it upon myself to speak
to the Lord: {28} "Suppose there were five
less than the fifty righteous; would You
destroy all of the city for lack of five?" 
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So He said, "If I  find there forty-five, I
will not destroy it."


{29} And he spoke to Him yet again
and said, "Suppose there should be forty
found there?" 


So He said, "I will not do it for the sake
of forty." 


{30} Then he said, "Let  not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should
be found there?" 


So He said, "I will not do it if I find thirty
there." 


{31} And he said, "Indeed now, I have
taken it  upon myself to speak to the Lord:
Suppose twenty should be found there?" 


So He said, "I will not destroy it for the
sake of twenty." 


{32} Then he said, "Let  not  the Lord be
angry, and I will speak but once more:
Suppose ten should be found there?" 


And He said, "I will not  destroy it  for the
sake of ten." 


{33} So the LORD went His way as soon
as He had finished speaking with Abraham;
and Abraham returned to his place.


Genesis 19:1 Now the two angels
came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was
sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot  saw
them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed
himself with his face toward the ground. {2}
And he said, "Here now, my lords, please
turn in to your servant's house and spend the
night, and wash your feet; then you may rise
early and go on your way." 


And they said, "No, but we will spend
the night in the open square." 


{3} But he insisted strongly; so they
turned in to him and entered his house. Then
he made them a feast, and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate. {4} Now
before they lay down, the men of the city,
the men of Sodom, both old and young, all
the people from every quarter, surrounded
the house. {5} And they called to Lot and
said to him, "Where are the men who came
to you tonight? Bring them out to us that  we
may know them carnally." 


{6} So Lot went out to them through
the doorway, shut the door behind him, {7}
and said, "Please, my brethren, do not do so
wickedly! {8} "See now, I have two daughters
who have not known a man; please, let me
bring them out to you, and you may do to
them as you wish; only do nothing to these
men, since this is the reason they have come
under the shadow of my roof." 


{9} And they said, "Stand back!" Then
they said, "This one came in to stay here, and
he keeps acting as a judge; now we will
deal worse with you than with them." So they
pressed hard against the man Lot, and
came near to break down the door. 


{10} But the men reached out their
hands and pulled Lot into the house with
them, and shut the door. {11} And they struck
the men who were at the doorway of the
house with blindness, both small and great,
so that  they became weary trying to find the
door. 


{12} Then the men said to Lot, "Have
you anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have in
the city; take them out of this place! {13} "For
we will destroy this place, because the
outcry against  them has grown great  before
the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent
us to destroy it." 


{14} So Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, who had married his daughters,
and said, "Get up, get  out of this place; for
the LORD will destroy this city!" But to his
sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 


{15} When the morning dawned, the
angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters who are
here, lest  you be consumed in the
punishment of the city." 


{16} And while he lingered, the men
took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and
the hands of his two daughters, the LORD
being merciful to him, and they brought him
out and set him outside the city. {17} So it
came to pass, when they had brought them
outside, that  he said, "Escape for your life! Do
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not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the
plain. Escape to the mountains, lest  you be
destroyed." 


{18} Then Lot said to them, "Please, no,
my lords! {19} "Indeed now, your servant has
found favor in your sight, and you have
increased your mercy which you have
shown me by saving my life; but I cannot
escape to the mountains, lest  some evil
overtake me and I die. {20} "See now, this
city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little
one; please let me escape there (is it  not  a
little one?) and my soul shall live." 


{21} And he said to him, "See, I  have
favored you concerning this thing also, in
that  I  will not overthrow this city for which you
have spoken. {22} "Hurry, escape there. For I
cannot  do anything until you arrive there."
Therefore the name of the city was called
Zoar.


{23} The sun had risen upon the earth


 when Lot entered Zoar. {24} Then the LORD
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and
Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the
heavens. {25} So He overthrew those cities,
all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities,
and what  grew on the ground. {26} But his
wife looked back behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt. 


{27} And Abraham went early in the
morning to the place where he had stood
before the LORD. {28} Then he looked
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward
all the land of the plain; and he saw, and
behold, the smoke of the land which went
up like the smoke of a furnace. 


{29} And it  came to pass, when God
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of
the midst of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.


Outer Aim - God answered Abraham’s faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by
rescuing him from wicked people.


Inner Aim - God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.


What the Story Tells Us  - Decide whether each sentence is true or false.  If it is true, write
T in the blank.  If it is false, write the word(s) that would change the underlined word(s) to make
the sentence true.


1. _____ Lot prayed to God to save the city of Sodom for the sake of the believers.


2. _____ The angels went to the city of Sodom. 


3. _____ Lot invited the angels to stay at his house.


4. _____ The men of Sodom tried to break Lot’s arm.


5. _____ Lot offered to give himself to men of Sodom if they’d leave the angels alone.


6. _____ Lot’s sons-in-law wanted to leave the city.


7. _____Lot wanted to escape to Zoar instead of the mountains.


8. _____ Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar of marble.


9. _____ The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were saved.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Match the following passages to their meaning. Use these
passages for memorizing and study. 
1. _____ Psalm 145:18 -  The LORD is near to


all who call upon Him, to all who call
upon Him in truth.


2. _____ Luke 17:32  Remember Lot's wife.


3. _____ I John 2:15  Do not love the world
or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him.


4. _____ Hebrews 1:14  Are they not all
ministering spirits sent forth to minister for
those who will inherit salvation?


5. _____ 2  Timothy 1:8-9 ... who has saved
us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace which
was given to us in Christ  Jesus before
time began.


A. We can learn how God feels about sin
when we learn about Lot’s wife.


B. Angels are taking good care of the
believers.


C. God doesn’t take us to heaven
because we are good (we aren’t
good!), but because He is good.


D. God hears our prayers and answers
them.


E. We should not  love anything more than
we love God.


Your Turn - Unscramble the letters from the words of 1 Timothy 2:3-4 and put the letters in the
box. Then use the numbered boxes to make the Bible passage from Luke 17:32 at  the bottom.


DGO
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8
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Hymn TLH 414 v 1, 2, 6
The man is ever blest 
Who shuns the sinners’ ways,
Among their counsels never stands,
Nor takes the scorners’ place,


But makes the Law of God
His study and delight
Amid the labors of the day
And watches of the night.


He knows, and He approves,
The way the righteous go;
But sinners and their works shall meet
A dreadful overthrow.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, We are sorry that we don’t listen to You the way we should.  Please help us to
remember to come to You in prayer, and remind us that  You always hear and answer our
prayers. Thank You also for taking care of us all the time.  Thank You for protecting us from
danger.  Most of all, thank You for saving us from our sins so we will go to heaven.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament  Sodom & Gomorrah - Level 4      8/6/02


Sodom & Gomorrah
Genesis 18-19


We know that every person has a reputation.  But did you
know that some cities or areas of a country also have a
reputation?  The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah also had a
reputation, and it was a very bad reputation which was well
deserved. Let’s see if you can match the place and its
reputation. 


! Bible Belt of the US -
! Gambling city in the US -
! City where you go if you want to be


in the movies -
! States with hillbillies -
! State with lots of retired people -
! New Age religion centered here-
! Bigamists (men who have two


wives) live here - 
! City full of gay people -


- Seattle, WA 
- Arkansas,


Tennessee
- Salt Lake City, UT
- Las Vegas,
Nevada or Atlantic City, NJ
- San Francisco, CA
- Florida or Arizona
- the Southeastern section of the United States
- Hollywood or Los Angeles, CA


Prayer
Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,
Therefore will not say thee nay.


With my burden I begin:
Lord, remove this load of sin;
Let Thy blood, for sinners spilt,
Set my conscience free from guilt. Amen.


The Story - Genesis 18:16-19:29
Genesis 18:16  Then the men rose from


t here and looked toward Sodom, and
Abraham went with them to send them on
the way. {17} And the LORD said, "Shall I  hide
from Abraham what I am doing, {18} "since
Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed in him? {19} "For I  have
known him, in order that he may command
his children and his household after him, that
they keep the way of the LORD, to do
righteousness and justice, that the LORD may
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to
him." 


{20} And the LORD said, "Because the
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is


great, and because their sin is very grave,
{21} "I will go down now and see whether
they have done altogether according to the
outcry against  it  that  has come to Me; and if
not, I will know." 


{22} Then the men turned away from
there and went toward Sodom, but
Abraham still stood before the LORD. {23}
And Abraham came near and said, "Would
You also destroy the righteous with the
wicked? {24} "Suppose there were fifty
righteous within the city; would You also
destroy the place and not spare it  for the fifty
righteous that  were in it? {25} "Far be it  from
You to do such a thing as this, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the
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righteous should be as the wicked; far be it
from You! Shall not  the Judge of all the earth
do right?" 


{26} So the LORD said, "If I find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare
all the place for their sakes." 


{27} Then Abraham answered and said,
"Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes
have taken it  upon myself to speak to the
Lord: {28} "Suppose there were five less than
the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of
the city for lack of five?" 


So He said, "If I  find there forty-five, I  will
not destroy it."


{29} And he spoke to Him yet again and
said, "Suppose there should be forty found
there?" 


So He said, "I will not do it for the sake of
forty." 


{30} Then he said, "Let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak: Suppose thirty should
be found there?" 


So He said, "I will not  do it  if I  find thirty
there." 


{31} And he said, "Indeed now, I have
taken it  upon myself to speak to the Lord:
Suppose twenty should be found there?" 


So He said, "I will not destroy it for the
sake of twenty." 


{32} Then he said, "Let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak but once more:
Suppose ten should be found there?" 


And He said, "I will not destroy it  for the
sake of ten." 


{33} So the LORD went His way as soon as
He had finished speaking with Abraham;
and Abraham returned to his place.


Genesis 19:1 Now the two angels came
to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting
in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them,
he rose to meet them, and he bowed
himself with his face toward the ground. {2}
And he said, "Here now, my lords, please
turn in to your servant's house and spend the
night, and wash your feet; then you may rise
early and go on your way." 


And they said, "No, but we will spend the


night in the open square." 
{3} But he insisted strongly; so they turned


in to him and entered his house. Then he
made them a feast, and baked unleavened
bread, and they ate. {4} Now before they lay
down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, both old and young, all the people
from every quarter, surrounded the house.
{5} And they called to Lot and said to him,
"Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us that  we may
know them carnally." 


{6} So Lot went out to them through the
doorway, shut the door behind him, {7} and
said, "Please, my brethren, do not  do so
wickedly! {8} "See now, I have two daughters
who have not known a man; please, let me
bring them out to you, and you may do to
them as you wish; only do nothing to these
men, since this is the reason they have come
under the shadow of my roof." 


{9} And they said, "Stand back!" Then
they said, "This one came in to stay here, and
he keeps acting as a judge; now we will
deal worse with you than with them." So they
pressed hard against  the man Lot, and
came near to break down the door. 


{10} But the men reached out their hands
and pulled Lot into the house with them, and
shut the door. {11} And they struck the men
who were at  the doorway of the house with
blindness, both small and great, so that  they
became weary trying to find the door. 


{12} Then the men said to Lot, "Have you
anyone else here? Son-in-law, your sons,
your daughters, and whomever you have in
the city; take them out of this place! {13} "For
we will destroy this place, because the
outcry against  them has grown great  before
the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent
us to destroy it." 


{14} So Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, who had married his daughters,
and said, "Get up, get  out of this place; for
the LORD will destroy this city!" But to his
sons-in-law he seemed to be joking. 


{15} When the morning dawned, the
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angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters who are
here, lest  you be consumed in the
punishment of the city." 


{16} And while he lingered, the men took
hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the
hands of his two daughters, the LORD being
merciful to him, and they brought him out
and set him outside the city. {17} So it  came
to pass, when they had brought them
outside, that  he said, "Escape for your life! Do
not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the
plain. Escape to the mountains, lest  you be
destroyed." 


{18} Then Lot said to them, "Please, no,
my Lord! {19} Indeed now, your servant has
found favor in your sight, and you have
increased your mercy which you have
shown me by saving my life; but I cannot
escape to the mountains, lest  some evil
overtake me and I die. {20} See now, this city
is near enough to flee to, and it  is a little one;
please let  me escape there (is it  not  a little
one?) and my soul shall live." {21} And he
said to him, "See, I  have favored you
concerning this thing also, in that I will not


overthrow this city for which you have
spoken. {22} "Hurry, escape there. For I
cannot  do anything until you arrive there."
Therefore the name of the city was called
Zoar. 


{23} The sun had risen upon the earth
when Lot entered Zoar. {24} Then the LORD
rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and
Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the
heavens. {25} So He overthrew those cities,
all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities,
and what  grew on the ground. {26} But his
wife looked back behind him, and she
became a pillar of salt. 


{27} And Abraham went early in the
morning to the place where he had stood
before the LORD. {28} Then he looked
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward
all the land of the plain; and he saw, and
behold, the smoke of the land which went
up like the smoke of a furnace. 


{29} And it  came to pass, when God
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of
the midst  of the overthrow, when He
overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.


Outer Aim - God answered Abraham’s faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by
rescuing him from wicked people.


What the Story Tells Us  - Answer these questions about the story.


1. Why did the angels go to Sodom?


2. Why did Lot invite them to stay with him?


3. What were the men of the city trying to do?


4. Why didn’t Lot’s sons-in-law go with the rest of Lot’s family?


5. Lot was afraid to go to the mountains when he escaped.  What did he ask instead?


6. What happened to Sodom and Gomorrah?


7. What was the reputation of the city of Sodom?


8. What do we also learn to do from Abraham’s prayer?


9. What sin did Lot’s wife commit that caused her to be turned into a pillar of salt?







Old Testament 4  Sodom & Gomorrah  - Level 4


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up each of these passages in your Bible.  Explain how each
of them applies to the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Then explain how each of them applies
to you.


Psalm 34:7-8 


Luke 11:28


John 3:16


II Timothy 1:8-9


II Timothy 4:18


Titus 3:3-7


Inner Aim - God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.
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Your Turn - Unscramble the words from the the Bible passage 1 Timothy 2:3-4 and put the letters
in the box. Then use the numbered boxes to make the Bible passage from Luke 17:32 at  the
bottom.
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Hymn - TLH 414 v 1, 2, 6


The man is ever blest 
Who shuns the sinners’ ways,
Among their counsels never


stands,
Nor takes the scorners’ place,


But makes the Law of God
His study and delight
Amid the labors of the day
And watches of the night.


He knows, and He approves,
The way the righteous go;
But sinners and their works


shall meet
A dreadful overthrow.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, We are sorry that  we don’t listen to You the way we should.  Please help us to
remember to come to You in prayer, and remind us that You always hear and answer our
prayers. Thank You also for taking care of us all the time.  Thank You for protecting us from
danger.  Most of all, thank You for saving us from our sins so we will go to heaven.  Amen.
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STORY
Sodom and Gomorrah - Genesis 18:16- 19:29 


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord God, protect me from the many dangers of body and soul that are all around me in this wicked
world. Let Your holy angels guard me so that no harm comes to me. I pray this also for my students that
You have called me to love and teach. In these formative years do not let this sinful world attract them and
lead them astray. Help them learn Your Word so that the message of Your love will keep them safe and
secure in Your flock. I ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
righteous - one who believes in Jesus as Lord and Savior


OUTER AIM
God answered Abraham's faithful prayer and showed mercy to Lot by rescuing him from wicked people.


INNER AIM
God shows mercy to us by rescuing us from Satan and this sinful world.


BACKGROUND 
Today's lesson is a continuation of last week's lesson. The three men (two angels and the Son of God) are
now about to leave Abraham. God had decided to destroy the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
because of their great wickedness. Their sins sent a great cry to heaven. What was their sin? Not
inhospitality--but homosexuality--a sin against God's law of man and woman sexual relationship. Cf.
Romans 1:26-27 "For even their
women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving
in themselves the penalty of their error which was due." 


v. 23-25
Abraham's bold faith - not cocky or presumptuous but taking God at His Word; trusting His mercy and
grace.
Luther's address to the Lord's Prayer: "with all boldness and confidence ask our dear Father."     
James 5:16 says "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."


v. 27
Note Abraham's humility as he realizes what he is before God


v. 31
How willing God is to withdraw His punishing hand and to forgive if the sinner will only turn from his evil
ways! The Lord wants "All men to be saved."(1 Timothy 2:4)
2 Peter 3:9 God is "not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."  
Exodus 34:6-7 He is a "compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness."


v. 32Not even for ten?  Nothing could have shown more clearly than thesewords that God would much
rather bless than punish.
It is because of the believers even now that the word still stands and is not burned up by God's wrath.
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v. 2-3
Lot is like his uncle in that he is hospitable to the strangers.
Knowing the evil intent of the men of the city Lot encourages them not to sleep in the streets. 


v. 4
The wickedness permeated both the old and the young.  Total corruption is seen.  
We see the extreme danger of putting ourselves into temptations.  
Not only was Lot's faith tested daily, but his life was in danger.  II Peter 2:7-8


v. 10-11
The Lord saved Lot by means of a miracle of His grace.  II Peter 2:9
First article states "defends me against all danger, guards and protects me from all evil."


v. 14
Lot's daughters were pledged to be married to unbelievers.  
They thought Lot was a fool.  "Hell, it doesn't exist!  End the world, you've got to be kidding!"     We still hear that
today.  "God will punish.  NO WAY!" 


v. 15-16
Even Lot shows his weakness, at dawn he hesitates.  
He was led out by the hand.  Hebrews 1:14 calls angels "ministering spirits." 
Abraham's fervent prayer had not been in vain.  The believers were spared.  


v. 17-20
Lot again shows his weak faith by not obeying the angels and does not go into the mountains.   Would not the Lord
protect, provide and sustain him there as well?  


v. 24
How did the cities burn?  The sulphur from heaven ignited the mineral pitch mines - burned to ashes as stated in 2
Peter 2:6.
Sudden destruction upon an unsuspecting people. 
The end of the world?


v. 26
Lust of the world, materialism had taken such a strong hold upon Lot's wife that she could not stand leaving -
parting from all she called her own.  She took one last look - punishment was instantaneous. What a serious
warning to us ALL, especially in this materialistic society.  "You cannot serve both God and mammon (riches)."  1
John 2:15-17, Luke 17:28-33


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Savior, help me be more and more aware of the many temptations and dangers that are all around me. This
world is not a friend to us Christians. I thank You that through Your holy angels You are always watching over me
and all of Your children and protecting us daily from harm. I pray You keep my heart in Your Word ruled by the
Holy Spirit so that all that I think, say and do may be to Your glory. Lord, help me do this. Amen.
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APPLICATION
1. The effectiveness of prayer.  Encourage our children to pray every day for all people.  To continue to pray and
take God at His Word - He will answer according to His Will.


2. The Justice of God over against sin: God is a jealous God punishing those who reject Him, who refuse to submit
to His will.  His justice must be met.  IT HAS BEEN MET BY CHRIST!


3. The mercy of God toward All: God is also a loving God willing to forgive and save to the uttermost.  May we
cast ourselves with repentant hearts upon God's mercy in Jesus Christ.  It is because of Jesus' payment of our
punishment that we are under God's grace.


4. The serious danger of worldliness - materialism: it leads us to live only for this life and not for the eternity of
perfection and joy that Jesus has earned for us.


5. The warning especially today against homosexuality: about twenty years ago AIDS was just beginning, it wasn't
heard of much.  Today it is one of the biggest plagues earth has seen. God will allow only so much of man's
haughty, proud rebellion.  It is not God who makes a homosexual but the person allows his sinful lusts and desires
to take over his body.


6. The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is a type or picture of Judgment Day.  It will be total and unexpected
by all.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 145:18 - "The LORD is near to all who call upon Him."
Luke 17:32 - "Remember Lot's wife."


Middle
II Timothy 2:3-4 " - ...God our Savior, desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth."
I John 2:15 - "Do not love the world or the things in the world."


Upper
James 5:16 - "The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much."
II Peter 3:9 - “The Lord...is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance." 
Hebrews 1:14 - "Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?”


HYMN CHOICES
Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare - TLH #45
The Man Is Ever Blest - TLH #414
And will the Judge Descend - TLH #610
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Creation- Level 1          6/14/04


Creation
Genesis 1:2-2:7; 2:18-25
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The Story


Have you ever gotten up really
early and seen the sun sneak up into
the sky?  Could you feel the warmth
it brought to the day?  Have you
ever planted a seed and watched it
grow up through the soil?  Or have
you tasted the fresh food it
produced?  Have you ever seen a
baby that was just born?  Did you
count their fingers and toes or
wonder who taught them to cry?  


There was a time when the
earth was without form and empty
and everything was dark.   There was
no sun, or sky.  There were no plants
or fresh fruits.  There were no people,
no fingers or toes, and no crying…or
laughing. But God was there and
with His very words He started
everything!  He created the whole
world and everything in it.  And all
this, He did in only six days!


On the first day, God said,  “Let
there be light” and there was light!
God saw the light, and it was good. 
He separated the light from the
darkness.  God called the light
“day”, and the darkness He called
“night”.  So the evening and the
morning were the first day. 


Then God said, “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters”
and it was so!  God separated the
waters above from the waters
below.  He called this separation
“sky”.  And God saw that it was
good.  So the evening and the
morning were the second day.


Then God said, “Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the
dry land appear”, and it was so! 
God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters He called Seas.  And God
saw that it was good.  Then God
said, “Let the earth bring forth grass”. 
He created all the plants and trees
and flowers just by saying it!  And
God saw that it was good.  So the
evening and the morning were the
third day.


Then God said, “Let there be
lights in the firmament to divide the
day from the night, and let them be
for signs and for seasons, and for
days and for years” and it was so! 
Then God made two great lights: the
greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night.  He
made the stars also.  God set them in
the sky to give light to the earth. 
And God saw that it was good.  So
the evening and the morning were
the fourth day.


Then God said, “Let the waters
be filled with lots of living creatures,
and let the birds fly above the
earth.”  And it was so!  And God saw
that it was good.  So the evening
and the morning were the fifth day.


Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures, cattle
and creeping things and beasts of
the earth” and it was so!  God made
all the animals, zebras, puppies,
kangaroos, all the insects, spiders,
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and mosquitoes, everything that
lives on the earth!  And God saw that
it was good.


Then God said, “Let Us make
man in Our image”.  The Lord God
formed the man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man
became a living being. And then the
Lord God said, “It is not good for
man to be alone; I will make him a
helper.”   The Lord God brought
every animal and every bird to the
man Adam to see what he would
name them.  So Adam gave names
to all the animals, all the birds, and
every beast of the field.  But Adam
did not find a suitable helper for him. 
So God made Adam fall into a deep
sleep; and He took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh in its place. 
Then God made woman from
Adam’s rib and brought her to him. 
And Adam said, “This is now bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh; She
shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.”  Then God
blessed them and the first family was
started!


The heavens and the earth and
everything in them were finished. 
God saw everything that He had
made and indeed it was very good. 
So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.


On the seventh day, God
rested from all His work.  He blessed
this day and made it holy. This is the
true story of the heavens and the
earth and how they were created.


The Triune God created all
things.


Passages - Trace the shadowed lines
to show you who created all things.


In the beginning, GODGOD
created the heavens and the


earth. Genesis 1:1


I will praise You, for I am fearfully
and wonderfully made. Psalm


139:14
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Activity One  - Make a creation cube! Draw what was created on each day.
Cut along the solid lines and  tape the cube together.
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Activity Two - Draw three ways that God cares for you each day.


I am God’s creation whom He still preserves.


Hymn - TLH 657 v. 1


Beautiful Savior, King of Creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, thank You for creating this beautiful world and for
taking care of us every day.  Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your
only Son to pay for our sins.  We are happy that we will be able to go to heaven
to live with You when we die.  Help us to live as Your children.  Amen
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Creation
Genesis 1:2-2:7; 2:18-25
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The Story


Have you ever gotten up really
early and seen the sun sneak up into
the sky?  Could you feel the warmth
it brought to the day?  Have you
ever planted a seed and watched it
grow up through the soil?  Or have
you tasted the fresh food it
produced?  Have you ever seen a
baby that was just born?  Did you
count their fingers and toes or
wonder who taught them to cry?  


There was a time when the
earth was without form and empty
and everything was dark.   There was
no sun, or sky.  There were no plants
or fresh fruits.  There were no people,
no fingers or toes, and no crying…or
laughing. But God was there and
with His very words He started
everything!  He created the whole
world and everything in it.  And all
this, He did in only six days!


On the first day, God said,  “Let
there be light” and there was light!
God saw the light, and it was good. 
He separated the light from the
darkness.  God called the light
“day,” and the darkness He called
“night.”  So the evening and the
morning were the first day. 


Then God said, “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters”
and it was so!  God separated the
waters above from the waters
below.  He called this separation
“sky.”  And God saw that it was
good.  So the evening and the
morning were the second day.


Then God said, “Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the
dry land appear,” and it was so! 
God called the dry land Earth, and
the waters He called Seas.  And God
saw that it was good.  Then God
said, “Let the earth bring forth grass.” 
He created all the plants and trees
and flowers just by saying it!  And
God saw that it was good.  So the
evening and the morning were the
third day.


Then God said, “Let there be
lights in the firmament to divide the
day from the night, and let them be
for signs and for seasons, and for
days and for years” and it was so! 
Then God made two great lights: the
greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night.  He
made the stars also.  God set them in
the sky to give light to the earth. 
And God saw that it was good.  So
the evening and the morning were
the fourth day.


Then God said, “Let the waters
be filled with lots of living creatures,
and let the birds fly above the
earth.”  And it was so!  And God saw
that it was good.  So the evening
and the morning were the fifth day.


Then God said, “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures, cattle
and creeping things and beasts of
the earth” and it was so!  God made
all the animals, zebras, puppies,
kangaroos, all the insects, spiders,
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and mosquitoes, everything that
lives on the earth!  And God saw that
it was good.


Then God said, “Let Us make
man in Our image.”  The Lord God
formed the man from the dust of the
ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man
became a living being. And then the
Lord God said, “It is not good for
man to be alone; I will make him a
helper.” 


The Lord God brought every
animal and every bird to the man
Adam to see what he would name
them.  So Adam gave names to all
the animals, all the birds, and every
beast of the field.  But Adam did not
find a suitable helper for him.  So
God made Adam fall into a deep
sleep; and He took one of his ribs,
and closed up the flesh in its place. 


Then God made woman from
Adam’s rib and brought her to him. 
And Adam said, “This is now bone of
my bones and flesh of my flesh; She
shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.”  Then God
blessed them and the first family was
started!


The heavens and the earth and
everything in them were finished. 
God saw everything that He had
made and indeed it was very good. 
So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.


On the seventh day, God
rested from all His work.  He blessed
this day and made it holy. This is the
true story of the heavens and the
earth and how they were created.


The Triune God created all
things.


I am God’s creation whom He
still preserves.
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Activity One  - What did God create on each day? Finish the
sentences below and draw something that God made on each day.


1. On the first day, God created _________________________.


2. On the second day, God created _____________________.


3. On the third day God created _________________________


______________________________________________________


4. On the fourth day God created _______________________


_____________________________________________________


5. On the fifth day God created _________________________


_____________________________________________________


6. On the sixth day God created _________________________


_____________________________________________________


7. On the seventh day God _________________________


Activity Two - God is so powerful and wise! Draw one part of His creation that you find
amazing. Then finish the sentence below.


I think _______________________ is amazing because________________________
________________________________________________________________.
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Activity Three - Fill in the blanks.


___________________ created all things with His ___________________.


Passages


In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1


I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your
works, and that my soul knows very well. Psalms 139:14


The First Article
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.


What does this mean?
I believe that God has created me and all creatures. He has given me my
body and life, eyes, ears, and all my bodily members, my mind and all my


senses and still keeps them for me. (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Hymn - TLH 657 v. 1, 4


Beautiful Savior, King of Creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.


Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be Thine!


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, thank You for creating this beautiful world and for
taking care of us every day.  Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your
only Son to pay for our sins.  We are happy that we will be able to go to heaven
to live with You when we die.  Help us to live as Your children.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Creation - Level 3  6/14/04


Creation
Genesis 1 - 2:7; 2:18-25


 


What do you think it means to be created in the image
 of God?


How do you see God’s great power at work in the
Creation account?


How do you see God’s great love at work in the
Creation account?


Prayer


Dear Triune God,  You are the One who created the
universe, from the greatest oceans and mountains to
the smallest flowers, animals, and minerals.  You also
created me and all people. In all this You have shown Your
incredible power and love. Thank You for being a God who so loves His people that You
would come to this earth in order to die for us. We look forward to being with You in the new
paradise of heaven. Please guide our study of creation today. We offer You praises in Jesus’
Name. Amen


The Story - Genesis 1-2:7; 2:18-25


  In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. {2} The earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was on
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters. 


{3} Then God said, "Let there be light";
and there was light. {4} And God saw the
light, that it was good; and God divided the
light from the darkness. {5} God called the
light Day, and the darkness He called Night.
So the evening and the morning were the first
day. 


{6} Then God said, "Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it
divide the waters from the waters." {7} Thus
God made the firmament, and divided the
waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which were above the firmament;
and it was so. {8} And God called the


firmament Heaven. So the evening and
the morning were the second day. 


{9} Then God said, "Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the
dry land appear"; and it was so. {10}
And God called the dry land Earth,
and the gathering together of the
waters He called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. 


{11} Then God said, "Let the earth
bring forth grass, the herb that yields
seed, and the fruit tree that yields fruit
according to its kind, whose seed is in
itself, on the earth"; and it was so. {12}
And the earth brought forth grass, the
herb that yields seed according to its
kind, and the tree that yields fruit,
whose seed is in itself according to its
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kind. And God saw that it was good. {13} So
the evening and the morning were the third
day. 


{14} Then God said, "Let there be lights
in the firmament of the heavens to divide the
day from the night; and let them be for signs
and seasons, and for days and years; {15}
"and let them be for lights in the firmament of
the heavens to give light on the earth"; and it
was so. {16} Then God made two great lights:
the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars
also. {17} God set them in the firmament of
the heavens to give light on the earth, {18}
and to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. {19} So the
evening and the morning were the fourth
day. 


{20} Then God said, "Let the waters
abound with an abundance of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the face of the firmament of the
heavens." {21} So God created great sea
creatures and every living thing that moves,
with which the waters abounded, according
to their kind, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. {22} And God blessed them,
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth." {23} So the evening and the
morning were the fifth day. 


{24} Then God said, "Let the earth bring
forth the living creature according to its kind:
cattle and creeping thing and beast of the
earth, each according to its kind"; and it was
so. {25} And God made the beast of the earth
according to its kind, cattle according to its
kind, and everything that creeps on the earth
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 


{26} Then God said, "Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our likeness; let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle,
over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth." 


{27} So God created man in His
own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He
created them. 


{28} Then God blessed them, and
God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the earth." 


{29} And God said, "See, I have
given you every herb that yields seed
which is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree whose fruit yields seed;
to you it shall be for food. {30} "Also, to
every beast of the earth, to every bird
of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, in which there is
life, I have given every green herb for
food"; and it was so. 


{31} Then God saw everything
that He had made, and indeed it was
very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.


(Genesis 2)  Thus the heavens
and the earth, and all the host of them,
were finished. 


{2} And on the seventh day God
ended His work which He had done,
and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done. {3}
Then God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it, because in it He rested
from all His work which God had
created and made. 


{4} This is the history of the
heavens and the earth when they
were created, in the day that the LORD
God made the earth and the heavens,
{5} before any plant of the field was in
the earth and before any herb of the
field had grown. For the LORD God had
not caused it to rain on the earth, and
there was no man to till the ground; {6}
but a mist went up from the earth and
watered the whole face of the ground.
{7} And the LORD God formed man of
the dust of the ground, and breathed
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into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being. 


{18} And the LORD God said, "It is not
good that man should be alone; I will make
him a helper comparable to him." 


{19} Out of the ground the LORD God
formed every beast of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to
see what he would call them. And whatever
Adam called each living creature, that was
its name. {20} So Adam gave names to all
cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every
beast of the field. 


But for Adam there was not found a
helper comparable to him. {21} And the LORD
God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam,


and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.
{22} Then the rib which the LORD God
had taken from man He made into a
woman, and He brought her to the
man. 


{23} And Adam said: "This is now
bone of my bones And flesh of my
flesh; She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man."
{24} Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh. 


{25} And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.


Outer Aim - The Triune God created all things.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks below. Then find the letters of those words
and circle them in the word search. Words may go up, down, forward, or diagonally. Copy
the letters that circled letters in order onto the lines below to discover a wonderful truth.
(There will be one extra letter).


1. In the beginning, God created the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and the earth.


2. On the first day, God said, “Let there be __ __ __ __ __.”


3. On the second day, God made the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.


4. On the __ __ __ __ __ day, God created dry and wet land and vegetation.


5. On the fourth day, God made the sun, moon, and __ __ __ __ __ .


6. On the fifth day, God created __ __ __ __ __ and fish.


7. On the sixth day, God created land __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .


8. God also created man and woman in the __ __ __ __ __ of God.
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9. Adam was made out of the __ __ __ __ of the ground. (2:7)


10. Eve was made from one of Adam’s __ __ __ __.


11. God saw that everything was __ __ __ __ __ __ __. (Hint: another word for very good.)


12. The seventh day was a day of __ __ __  __ .


Start at the top and copy the uncircled letters, from left to right, in order onto the lines
below to discover a wonderful truth from Psalm 139:14.


“ __     __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ ,     __ __ __     __     __ __ 


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __ .”
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Inner Aim - I am God’s creation whom He still preserves.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Draw 3 amazing parts of God’s creation. Draw one that
shows His power, one that shows His wisdom, and one that shows His love.


Passages


Genesis 1:1 -  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.


Psalm 139:13-14 -  For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my
mother's womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;


marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.


Hebrews 11:3 -  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which


are visible.


POWER WISDOM LOVE
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The First Article
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.


What does this mean?
I believe that God has created me and all creatures. He has given me my
body and life, eyes, ears, and all my bodily members, my mind and all my


senses and still keeps them for me.
God also preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food


and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all my
property and all I need to support this body and life. He protects me from all


danger. He guards and defends me from every evil. (Sydow Catechism © 2000)


Choose one reference mentioned on the bottom of page 5 or the top of page 6. How would
you explain it to a Kindergartner? Write your explanation on the lines below.
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________


Hymn - TLH 39 1, 2, 5


Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
The King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is
Thy Health and Salvation!
Join the full throng;
Wake, harp and psalter and song;
Sound forth in glad adoration!


Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things
So wondrously reigneth,
Who, as on wings of an eagle,
Uplifteth, sustaineth.
Hast thou not seen
How thy desires all have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?


Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly for aye we adore Him.


Prayer


Dear God, thank You for Your amazing creation! Teach me to remember how
You created all things so that when I see all the wonderful things in the world, I will
remember that You are the One who gives them to me. Thank You for making me
and taking care of me each day. Amen.                                                                          
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Creation
Genesis 1 - 2:7; 2:18-25


 


What do you think it means to be created in the image of
God?


How do you see God’s great power at work in the
Creation account?


How do you see God’s great love at work in the Creation
account?


Prayer


Dear Triune God,  You are the One who created the
universe, from the greatest oceans and mountains to the
smallest flowers, animals, and minerals.  You also created
me and all people. In all this You have shown Your incredible power and love. Thank You for
being a God who so loves His people that You would come to this earth in order to die for us.
We look forward to being with You in the new paradise of heaven. Please guide our study of
creation today. We offer You praises in Jesus’ Name. Amen


The Story - Genesis 1-2:7; 2:18-25


  In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. {2} The earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was on
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters. 


{3} Then God said, "Let there be light";
and there was light. {4} And God saw the
light, that it was good; and God divided the
light from the darkness. {5} God called the
light Day, and the darkness He called Night.
So the evening and the morning were the first
day. 


{6} Then God said, "Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters, and let
it divide the waters from the waters." {7} Thus


God made the firmament, and divided
the waters which were under the
firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament; and it was so. {8}
And God called the firmament Heaven.
So the evening and the morning were
the second day. 


{9} Then God said, "Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry
land appear"; and it was so. {10} And
God called the dry land Earth, and the
gathering together of the waters He
called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. 







Old Testament 2 Creation  - Level 4


{11} Then God said, "Let the earth bring
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the
fruit tree that yields fruit according to its kind,
whose seed is in itself, on the earth"; and it was
so. {12} And the earth brought forth grass, the
herb that yields seed according to its kind,
and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in
itself according to its kind. And God saw that
it was good. {13} So the evening and the
morning were the third day. 


{14} Then God said, "Let there be lights
in the firmament of the heavens to divide the
day from the night; and let them be for signs
and seasons, and for days and years; {15} "and
let them be for lights in the firmament of the
heavens to give light on the earth"; and it
was so. {16} Then God made two great lights:
the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars
also. {17} God set them in the firmament of
the heavens to give light on the earth, {18}
and to rule over the day and over the night,
and to divide the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. {19} So the
evening and the morning were the fourth
day. 


{20} Then God said, "Let the waters
abound with an abundance of living
creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the face of the firmament of the
heavens." {21} So God created great sea
creatures and every living thing that moves,
with which the waters abounded, according
to their kind, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. {22} And God blessed them,
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth." {23} So the evening and the
morning were the fifth day. 


{24} Then God said, "Let the earth bring


forth the living creature according to its
kind: cattle and creeping thing and
beast of the earth, each according to
its kind"; and it was so. {25} And God
made the beast of the earth according
to its kind, cattle according to its kind,
and everything that creeps on the
earth according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. 


{26} Then God said, "Let Us make
man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the
earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth." 


{27} So God created man in His
own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He
created them. 


{28} Then God blessed them, and
God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that moves on the earth." 


{29} And God said, "See, I have
given you every herb that yields seed
which is on the face of all the earth,
and every tree whose fruit yields seed;
to you it shall be for food. {30} "Also, to
every beast of the earth, to every bird
of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, in which there is
life, I have given every green herb for
food"; and it was so. 


{31} Then God saw everything
that He had made, and indeed it was
very good. So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.


(Genesis 2)  Thus the heavens
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and the earth, and all the host of them, were
finished. 


{2} And on the seventh day God ended
His work which He had done, and He rested
on the seventh day from all His work which He
had done. {3} Then God blessed the seventh
day and sanctified it, because in it He rested
from all His work which God had created and
made. 


{4} This is the history of the heavens and
the earth when they were created, in the day
that the LORD God made the earth and the
heavens, {5} before any plant of the field was
in the earth and before any herb of the field
had grown. For the LORD God had not
caused it to rain on the earth, and there was
no man to till the ground; {6} but a mist went
up from the earth and watered the whole
face of the ground. {7} And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being. 


{18} And the LORD God said, "It is not
good that man should be alone; I will make
him a helper comparable to him." 


{19} Out of the ground the LORD God
formed every beast of the field and every bird


 of the air, and brought them to Adam
to see what he would call them. And
whatever Adam called each living
creature, that was its name. {20} So
Adam gave names to all cattle, to the
birds of the air, and to every beast of
the field. 


But for Adam there was not
found a helper comparable to him. {21}
And the LORD God caused a deep
sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and
He took one of his ribs, and closed up
the flesh in its place. {22} Then the rib
which the LORD God had taken from
man He made into a woman, and He
brought her to the man. 


{23} And Adam said: "This is now
bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman, Because she
was taken out of Man." {24} Therefore a
man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh. 


{25} And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not
ashamed.


Outer Aim - The Triune God created all things.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks below. Place the letters in parentheses ( ) in order
on the blanks at the bottom to find the attributes of God see in His creation.


1. In the beginning, God created the  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and the earth.


2. The __ (__) __ __ __ __     __ __     __ __ __  was hovering over the face of the waters.


3. The earth was without __ (__) __ __ and void.


4. On the first day, God spoke and there (__) __ __     __ __ __ __ __ .
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5. On the second day, God created the __ __ __ __ __ __ (__) __ __.


6. On the third day, God made the __ __ __ __ and __ (__) __     __ __ __ __.


7. On the fourth day, God used His (__) __ __ __ to create the __ __ __, __ __ __ __ , and 
__ __ __ __ __ .


8. On the fifth day, God created the __ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and winged
__ (__) __ __ __.


9. On the sixth day, God created land __ __ __ __ __ __ (__) .


10. God used His __ __ __ (__) to create all these things.


11. God crowned His creation by making __ __ __ and __ (__) (__) __ __. 


12. God commanded them to be __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and __ __ (__) __ __ __ __ __ .


13. He also __ (__) __ __ __ __ __ __ __ them to __ __ __ __ __ __ the earth. (Gen. 1:28)


14. On the __ __ (__) __ __ __ __ day God rested.


15. All that He made was __ (__) __ __     __ __ __ __ . (Gen. 1:31)


God’s attributes: __ __ __ __ __ ,     __ __ __ __ __ __, and __ __ __ __ .


Inner Aim - I am God’s creation whom He still preserves.


ANSWER WORDS
commanded


firmament
Word


was light
animals


multiply
very good


form
moon
birds


Spirit of God
seventh
woman


stars


fruitful
heavens
subdue


sun
dry land


man
Word


sea creatures
seas
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What God’s Word Tells Us - God uses His power, wisdom and love to daily care for you! List
10 ways that He does so. (Hint: Use the explanation to the First Article below for ideas.)


1. _______________________________________________________________________________


2. _______________________________________________________________________________


3. _______________________________________________________________________________


4. _______________________________________________________________________________


5. _______________________________________________________________________________


6. _______________________________________________________________________________


7. _______________________________________________________________________________


8. _______________________________________________________________________________


9. _______________________________________________________________________________


10. _______________________________________________________________________________


Passages - Read the passages and answer the questions.


1. Genesis 1:27 – 28 “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.”


Was the creation of man unique? How? 


2. Ephesians 4:24 “…and that you put on the new man which was created according to
God, in righteousness and true holiness.”


    Colossians 3:10 “…and have put  on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him…”


What is the image of God?  


3. Genesis 8:22 “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and
winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease.”


How does this verse reassure you? 
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4. Psalm 145:15-16 “The eyes of all look expectantly to You and You give them their food in
due season. You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.”


What is the Holy Spirit telling you about your Lord? 


Psalm 139: 13-14 -  “You have formed my inward parts; You have covered me in my mother’s
womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works, and
that my soul knows very well.”


Hebrews 11:3 - “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God,
so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”


First Article
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.


What does this mean? 
I believe that God has created me and all creatures. He has given me my body and life,


eyes, ears, and all my bodily members, my mind and all my senses, and still keeps them for me.
God also preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink,
house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all my property and all I need to
support this body and life. He protects me from all danger. He guards me from every evil.


Hymn - TLH 39 1, 2, 5


Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
The King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is
Thy Health and Salvation!
Join the full throng;
Wake, harp and psalter and song;
Sound forth in glad adoration!


Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things
So wondrously reigneth,
Who, as on wings of an eagle,
Uplifteth, sustaineth.
Hast thou not seen
How thy desires all have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?


Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him!
Let the Amen sound from His people again;
Gladly for aye we adore Him.


Prayer


Dear God, thank You for Your amazing creation! Teach me to remember how You created all
things so that when I see all the wonderful things in the world, I  will remember that  You are the
one who gives them to me. Thank you for making me and taking care of me each day. Amen.
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STORY 6/14/04


Creation - Genesis 1:1-2:7; 2:18-25


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I praise You for your incredible Creation!  Teach me to see the hand of Your power
and wisdom throughout the Creation with which You have blessed us!  Hinder and stop the efforts of
Satan and the world to discount Creation and thereby discount Your greatness.  Send Your Holy Spirit
to bless my study and teaching.  Equip me to so teach Your truth that the children will be awed by
Your power and moved by Your grace to love You.  Jesus, Savior, be with me as I seek to feed Your
lambs.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Create - “to make something that did not previously exist”  “Create” is not necessarily to make
something out of nothing because God called upon the plants and animals to come out of the ground
(1:11; 1:24; see also “Frequently Asked Questions” below). God also used “material” when creating
Adam (clay) and Eve (rib).  Even when God did make use of “material” to create, there is still no
doubt that what came forth was a new creation and that it existed by the power of His Word.


Good - God’s pronouncement at the end of each creative day is that He saw it and it was “good.” 
When everything had been created, God declared that it all was “VERY good” (1:31).  When God
declared His Creation “good” it was good in every possible way.  God’s Creation was good in
design, good in appearance, good in its functions (no mutations, abnormalities, etc.), good in its
productivity–perfect in every way!


Firmament - Literally: “an extended flat surface which is spread out fixed and steadfast.”  Picture
a flat surface pushed up between the waters.  Above the surface are the waters of heaven held apart
from the earth.  (See further discussion in the text notes below.)


“according to its kind” - This is a quality which God built into the plants (1:12) and sea creatures
(1:21) and animals (1:25). This is part of the order God established at Creation so that each individual
type of plant/animal would reproduce its same kind of plant/animal (See further discussion in the text
notes below.)


God’s Image/Image of God - God is a Spirit and therefore, has no flesh and blood and thus no
“image” in terms of appearance.  In his letters, Paul connects the “image of God” with the
characteristics of the New Man who is created by the Holy Spirit when He brings a sinner to faith
(Ephesians 4:22-24; Colossians 3:9-10).  From Paul’s description together with the Creation account
(and the fall into sin as the contrast), we conclude that when God created Adam and Eve in the image
of God He created them sinless and with a perfect knowledge of God’s Will.  Furthermore, Adam and
Eve were created in such a way that they had a unique relationship with God which was not enjoyed
by any of the other creatures-a blissful/happy/perfect knowledge and relationship with God.  After
Adam and Eve fell into sin, it becomes immediately apparent that the image of God was lost.  The
significance of that loss also becomes sorrowfully obvious (cf: Genesis 3:8,10) .


OUTER AIM
The Triune God created all things


INNER AIM
I am God’s creation whom He still preserves
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BACKGROUND
The importance of the Creation account cannot be ignored.  The truth that we are God’s creatures is the foundation
upon which our whole relationship with God begins:


• God is my Creator…He, therefore, has the authority to declare His will for my life.
• God is my Creator…He, therefore, has the power to preserve and help me in every need.
• God is my Creator… He is almighty and holy. He is just and, therefore, must judge sin.  Since I sin


daily, He must judge my sin.  His grace is highlighted when I hear that this almighty Creator also
loves me and sent His Son to die for me.  I look forward to an eternal existence with my Creator in
heaven.


The absence of the Creation truth is part of what leads to a godless society.  The absence of Creation’s truth
(either through evolution or other beliefs) leaves the sinner without a foundation for a relationship with God.


• I am the product of a natural process of earth’s biology…I’m not under any rule or authority except
my own.


• I am the product of natural process of earth’s biology…I’m going to live in nearly constant fear if I
see the deterioration of the earth which sin causes.


• I am the product of natural process of earth’s biology…I will be concerned most with life on the
earth-its successes and pleasures.


• I am the product of natural process of earth’s biology…I will make science my religion and rely
upon myself and other men.


The Creation account displays the glory, power, and wisdom of the one true God.  It establishes Him as our
Creator. It provides the assurance that our almighty Creator also provides for us day by day.


Text Commentary:
The Creation account can be viewed as a progression of God supplying the earth’s many needs until after the
seventh  day when its needs were completely satisfied. 


Day 1  
Verse 1:    In the Beginning
Man has spent time and money on trying to answer the question of the origin of life (cf. Hubbell Telescope).  Here
lies the answer, plain, simple, clear, and straightforward.  This marks the beginning of all existence.  The
beginning of all things was an act of God.  Before the events recorded in Genesis 1:1 took place, only God existed
and He eternally.


Those who wish to guess how the universe and all life came into being and devise their own explanations should
listen to the question which God asked Job, "Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?" (Job
38:4).


God
The first subject of Genesis, and in fact of the whole Bible, is God. He is the Triune God.  The "Holy Spirit" is
mentioned in verse 2, and the Son ("The Word") is associated with Creation in John 1:1. 


Created the heavens and the earth
Heavens and earth signify the entire universe.  The heavens are the universe and in the space of that Creation there
is also the earth.  Verse 2 turns to a particular discussion of the earth.  
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Verse 2:  
   


• All the Creation at this point was still “without form and void”
• The first step in the Creation was not a mistake or an imperfect failed attempt.  This first step in Creation


was good and according to God's intent. His design was to create the earth formless and then step-by-step
change it from formless and void to a masterpiece.  God created the unformed mass and then began to
shape and to form it into its perfected complete state, as a potter fashions clay  (Romans 9:20-21).


• "The face of the deep" and "the face of the waters" are parallel descriptions.  "The deep" = deep waters,
ocean  (2 Peter 3:3-5).


• "Hovering" = like a vulture/eagle hovering over young (Deuteronomy 32:11).  The Holy Spirit's hovering
would not have been an aimless wandering.  It must surely have had purpose.  What purpose, we aren't
told.  The Son of God was also present and active at Creation ( John 1:1ff).


• The created universe is described by three needs:  1) without form,  2) empty,  3) darkness.  The rest of
Creation solves these needs


Verses 3-5        Darkness 
- SUPPLYING NEED:  "Let there be light. . ."
God said. . .and there was. . .
Throughout the Creation account, it is God's Word alone which does the creative work.  Notice the pattern
throughout the account, "God said. . .thus God made / and it was so. . "  (Psalm 33:6,9)


God divided the light from the darkness
God created light for the newly created earth.  With the creation of light God caused a division between the
darkness and light when before there was only darkness.  God did not do away with the darkness because it
would be as necessary as the light.  However, now there was a period of light and a period of dark to which God
assigned names.  The sun was not yet created so this was simply pure light without any particular light-bearing
body.  The creation of light on the first day creates time which did not exist before the Creation of the world. The
newly created reference to time is used in marking the days of Creation.  Later (Day 4), light would be assigned to
specific light-bearing bodies.


The evening and the morning. . .
Literally the time aspect of each day can be translated, "It was evening and it was morning Day One."  Evening
and morning by themselves do not equal a 24 hour day.  However, properly understood the text speaks of evening
coming, going into night and then morning arrives to mark the beginning of the second creative day. 


Day 2
Verses 6-8  Formlessness 
- SUPPLYING NEED:  “Let there be a firmament”
Firmament
Literally: an extended flat surface which is spread out fixed and steadfast.  
Picture a flat surface pushed up between the waters.  Above the surface are the waters of heaven held apart from
the earth.  In the Flood the windows of heaven were opened and the waters normally held above the earth came
crashing down for forty days and forty nights (Genesis 7:11).   The waters were deep and God pushed an
atmosphere between them.   The firmament of God’s Creation is not the same atmosphere, clouds, etc. that we
know today.  Instead, we can conclude that atmospheric conditions were quite different in the days before the
Flood from what they are now–a vapor canopy over the earth providing a uniform tropical climate and mist that
came up from the ground to water the earth (Genesis 2:6).  To support this, rain is not mentioned until the Flood. 
In short, when God created the firmament, He made an atmosphere in which plant, animal, and human life could
exist.
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Day 3
Verses 9-13    Emptiness on Earth 
- SUPPLYING NEED:  “Let there be vegetation to fill the earth.”


• The waters on the earth which had been separated from the waters above on the second day are now
separated further to produce dry land.  


• The waters gathered in "one standing place."  Some Christian scientists believe that God accomplished
this by creating gravity.  This is very plausible and does not diminish the creative miracle of God. 
However, we cannot say with absolute certainty that this was the means by which God had the water flow
to “one standing place.”  We should not imagine the earth’s first forms, water and land bodies to be the
same as what we know today.  The topography of the earth changed greatly at the time of the Flood.  It is
very likely that at Creation, the earth had one land mass and one body of water.  Then, after the Flood, it
pleased God to give us the earth with continents and oceans as we know them today.


• Piece by piece the world is starting to take shape.  Notice that the process is very orderly–a
demonstration of the “orderliness” and wisdom of our God.


Let it cause to grow
• "herb" is used in a broader sense for all vegetation rather than what we would consider as "herbs and


spices." 
• "grass" = the young tender plants   "herbs bearing seed" =  the older mature plants with seed. 


Each to reproduce according to its kind
• God’s orderliness continues to show itself.  If we plant a seed we know exactly the kind of plant it will


produce.  This is because God created each plant to reproduce according to its own kind.
• God provides for the reproduction of every plant.
• Some plants were created with a fruit around the seed (“whose seed is in itself”).  This outer fruit


surrounding the seed would provide food for man and animals as well as nutrients for the growing plant
when allowed to grow in reproduction.


• Reproducing according to its kind is also true of the animals (v.21, 24).
• Some genetic crossing can be done but it is very limited.  If the plants are “left alone” they will revert to


the original form. (Hybrids can be produced in corn but it is still corn and the hybrid can't reproduce
itself.  Peaches can be altered to produce nectarines, but you cannot cross an apple and orange. Differing
breeds of dogs and cats can be produced but they remain dogs and cats.  A donkey and horse can produce
a mule, but the mule is sterile and can't reproduce, etc.)


The third day is divided into two parts:  first, the creation of dry land; and secondly, the creation of vegetation. 
God pronounced all things good at the end of each part.


Day 4
Verses 14-19      Emptiness in the Firmament 
- SUPPLYING NEED: “Let there be lights to fill the firmament.”
Lights in the firmament


! On Day 2 God separated the sky from the earth.  On Day 3 He began to fill the earth and now, on Day 4,
He turns back to the sky to fill it.  


! The "Lights" = light-bearers, luminaries.  God created light on the first day.  On the fourth day God
created specific heavenly bodies to bear the created light. 


! These luminaries would cause a division between day and night just as the light on Day 2 had done.  
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Signs and seasons, days, and years
• “Sign” = a sign by which a person or group is characteristically marked; a reminding token
• The sun, moon, and stars are signs that testify to the glory of God (cf: Psalms 8, and 19).
• It was a star that served as a sign for the wisemen who came to worship Jesus (Matthew 2:2).
• The sun and moon came into play during the "Long Day of Joshua" (Joshua 10).
• Jesus comments that we look to the sky for signs of coming weather (Matthew 16:2-3).
• The North Star is a “constant” so dependable it can be used for navigation (and was depended upon for


navigation before our modern navigational equipment was available).
• Days and years have been and are determined by the light-bearing bodies God created.
• Seasons: An astronomer can determine the season simply by noting the position of constellations in the


sky:  The seasons are determined by the sun's position in the sky (as viewed from earth…or the earth's
position around the sun as viewed in space).  Likewise, the seasons established by God continue to
determine the time for planting, harvest, going out to sea, etc.


• God promises that the seasons He set in motion on the fourth day of Creation will continue until He
destroys this earth on Judgment Day (cf: Genesis 8:22).


The greater and the lesser
"Greater" and "lesser" do not necessarily refer to a greatness in size, but can also be a reference to magnitude


and intensity.  


Day 5
Verses 20-23     Emptiness in air and water
- SUPPLYING NEED: “Let there be animals to fill sky and waters.” 
Let the waters abound


• Literally, "swarm, teem."  (cf: Exodus 1:7, 8:3; Psalm 105:30) 
• According to its own kind (just as with the plants)
• God’s creation of WATER animals included everything in the waters…from large sea mammals, to fish, to


plankton and to small microscopic organisms.  The waters do certainly TEEM with life!
• God’s creation of AIR animals included every flying thing…birds, insects, etc.


God blessed all these and said, "be fruitful and multiply and fill. . ."  
God also gave this command to Adam and Eve after their creation. God again repeated it to Noah and his
family after the Flood.  God's will is that the earth be filled.  Population control goes contrary to God's intent
(especially when accompanied with fear that doesn’t believe that God will provide for what He gives).  God
blessed His Creation with the ability to reproduce. By that blessing, His Creation was and is able to reproduce
abundantly.  God has built an incredible reproduction potential into His Creation, and the reproduction is of
itself amazing!


Day 6, Part I
Verses 24-25     Emptiness on Earth 
- SUPPLYING NEED:  “Let there be land animals.”


• “The beasts of the earth” = what we know as “wild animals”
• “Cattle” = what we know as “domesticated animals”
• According to their own kind - as with plants, air and water animals
• “Creeping things on the land,” are parallel to the “every living thing that moves” which God created for


the water.
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Day 6,  Part II
Verses 26-31 and 2:18-25The crowning work of all God’s Creation was the creation of man.  Man was created
in God's image (see vocabulary above).  Man was created to have dominion over all things.  The earth was
created for MAN.  The rest of Creation and mankind are NOT equal.  The resources of the earth are given by God
for man to USE, as wise stewards and not carelessly nor wastefully.  It will be good to recall these things and
compare them with the effects of sin and God's curse after the fall into sin.  The Creation account in Genesis
makes a clear distinction between man and animals.


Verse 29 indicates that Adam and Eve were vegetarians.  After the Flood, the content of this verse is repeated but
the animals are also included for food.  Then, because animals would be used for food, God also gave them a fear
of man (Genesis 9:2ff).  


The creation of man in Genesis chapter one, reports the creation of Adam and Eve in a somewhat abbreviated
form.  The highlights of the Creation are noted:  the pre-Creation discussion by God (“Let us make man in our
image…”), the actual Creation, the command to multiply and subdue the earth.  The creation of Adam and Eve is
not separated in chapter 1.  God simply refers to “them” in the plural (cf: Genesis 1:28).


The account of Adam and Eve's creation in chapter 2 is not separate from the sixth day (cf. 1:27).  Moses by
inspiration of the Holy Ghost simply goes into more detail in chapter 2 which he did not cover in chapter 1.  


God began by creating Adam.  First, God formed a man out of dirt.  At this point he was merely earth.  However,
once God breathed “the breath of life” into that earthen form, then Adam became a living being.  


Eve’s creation is equally miraculous.  First, God said it was not good for man to be alone but that He would make
for him a comparable/suitable helper for him.  God showed Adam all the animals to demonstrate to Adam that he
was different from them and that his companion would not come from among them.  Adam gave names to all the
animals (which demonstrates his wisdom) and found no one for himself.  Then God took a part (“rib” includes
more than just the bone. It is also the flesh. In other words, God took a “piece” out of Adam’s side) of Adam and
from it He created Eve.  Then God presented her to Adam and thereby established marriage.


Adam named his new counterpart “woman” for she was "taken out of man."  In the Old Testament Hebrew, there
is a play on words.  The Hebrew “ish” = “man.”  The Hebrew “ish-ah” = “woman” and is the same word as
“man” except with a feminine ending-literally: “a female man.”


The nakedness of Adam and Eve was not noticed nor were they ashamed because there was no sin in the world. 
Where there is no sin there is no shame in uncovered bodies.  This changed dramatically as we will see in the
next lesson.


Day 7
Chapter 2:1-3
Everything was created in six days and on the seventh day God ceased His Creation.  God's "resting" is not rest
due to fatigue.  Rather “He rested” means “He stopped.”  After six days, God’s Creation was complete, therefore,
He stopped creating.  God then set the seventh day aside (sanctified) as a day of rest.  Many generations later,
God’s sanctification of the seventh day became the basis for the Sabbath Day in the Old Testament Law (cf.
Exodus 20:8ff).  


The Sabbath Day is part of the Old Testament Ceremonial Law and is no longer binding because Jesus, the True
Sabbath Rest has come and has given us eternal rest (cf: Colossians 2:16-17; Hebrews chapters 9-11).  However,
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the Sabbath Day principle of rest for the body and spiritual nourishment is still valid and important.  Therefore we
should ". .. not despise preaching and His Word but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it." (Luther's
explanation to the third commandment).


Additional Scripture:
Exodus 20:11;  Psalm 90:1-2,10 (demonstrates the sharp contrast between God-Creator-and man-creation);
Psalm 104; Romans chapter 1(describes worshiping the creation rather than Creator-a common sin in our
day); Romans 1:20 (we learn much about God by studying His Creation); Romans 4:17;   Hebrews 3:4;  11:3. 


Preservation: Psalm 145:15-16;  Matthew 6:26-30


Resources:
Bible History Commentary, Franzmann - pp. 12ff
Bible History References, Rupprecht - volume 1 p. 1ff
The People’s Bible - Genesis, Jeske pp. 9ff    
Sydow’s Catechism - Questions 116-128


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear God, thank You for Your amazing Creation!  Teach me to remember how You created all things so that when
I see all the wonderful things in the world, I will remember that You are the one who gives them to me.  Thank
you for making me and taking care of me each day. Amen.


PRESENTATION
This lesson is one with almost limitless possibilities because the wonder of God’s creation is so great.  The
importance of this lesson is becoming greater with each passing year   As students are more and more inundated
with the world’s evolutionary philosophy, they will need more and more clear direction from God’s Word.  If this
foundation is missing, they may easily become trapped in a theistic evolution, a mixture of truth and falsehood that
compromises the glory of God and greatly endangers their faith.


While we stand in awe of our Creator, we can stand in equal awe of Him as our PRESERVER. After leading your
students to awe and thanksgiving to God for His wonderful creation, then also lead them to realize that this same
Great Creator takes care of each one of them day by day. Impress on the children that with just the POWER of His
WORD, God was able to create all things.  That same POWERFUL WORD is what preserves and cares for them.
That same POWERFUL WORD is what also saves them for it is God’s Word about Jesus that brings them to faith
and gives salvation.


Strive to impress the uniqueness of man’s creation upon the students.  Stress that God created Adam and Eve in
His own image which is what sets them apart.  The means by which God created man is also different (dust, rib
vs. only His Word), but the Creation in God’s image far exceeds the means of creation in importance.


The presentation of Law and Gospel to the students in this lesson is not something that will be easily done without
looking ahead to the next lesson (a lesson which very much centers on Law and Gospel).  At Creation, sin did not
yet exist. In the students’ present-day world, sin is prominent. The contrast between these two worlds will
provide an open door for a presentation of the “core Gospel truths” that should be a part of each lesson.  
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Having led the students to stand in complete awe and amazement of their present world, remind them that what we
know today is corrupted by sin and incredibly less amazing than God’s original Creation which was perfect.  This
comparison will also serve well to highlight the seriousness of sin and the wondrous glory of our God.


There are so many things in the world that testify to the wonders of God’s Creation–a piece of fruit, a leaf, a blade
of grass with its veins, etc. Consider bringing an example of God’s Creation and use it as a discussion point in
class.  


Have students learn what God created on each day.


Ask students to think of something in Creation that testifies to God’s POWER, to His WISDOM, and to His
LOVE, and then discuss these attributes of God in the context of their choices.


Frequently Asked Questions
QUESTION:  In Genesis 2:19,  we  read, “…out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air…”  How does this coincide with the earlier account in chapter 1?


ANSWER:  Turn to Genesis 1:11.  Notice that it was the power of God’s Word that created the plants but He did
it through the earth. “Let the earth bring forth grass , the herb…”.   Now turn to Genesis 1:24.  Notice that again,
although His Word created the animals, God used the earth as the source for them, “…Let the earth bring forth
living creatures according to its kind.”  


The resultant picture we are given is that the animals, like the plants, came forth out of the earth at the command of
God’s Word.  Genesis 2:19 could be translated (and better understood) as “Out of the ground the Lord God had
formed every beast of the field…”  Together with the preceding we know that God “formed them out of the
ground” by commanding the earth to bring them forth.


QUESTION:  When were the angels created?


ANSWER: The angels are spiritual beings whom God created to serve Him and His people (Hebrews 1:14). 
Although God doesn’t tell us exactly when He created them, we can be certain that it was within the six days of
Creation since He tells us that within those days EVERYTHING was made that was made (Exodus 20:11,
Colossians 1:16).  At some time between the seventh day and the Fall into Sin, some of the angels rebelled against
God and became the Devil and his evil angels.


APPLICATIONS
• SEE CREATION:  Challenge your students to “keep their eyes open” in their everyday life for the wonders of


God’s Creation.  We so often pass right by the wonders God still provides, even in our sin-tainted universe. 
• SPACE:  The more we learn about the universe, the further our space probes go, the more we can be amazed


at the sheer size of God’s Creation.
• EVOLUTION:  Discuss evolution and use the Creation account to demonstrate the falsehoods of evolution. 


Lead the children to be able to recognize evolution in what they see and hear.  Example:  Whenever a tour
guide or book says:  “this is 3 million years old,” etc.  This is VERY important because students may be
taught to “be against” evolution and not know that the “facts” they are learning are really evolution.  In
discussing evolution vs. Creation it is important that the children not be left with the understanding that
science and God’s Word are opposed to one another.  The theory of evolution is not true science.  The study
of science testifies to the glory and wisdom of God.  Science is a wonderful thing when observed and studied
in the light of God’s Word.
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• HANDS-ON:  Perhaps plant a bean/pea seed in a clear glass/jar and watch its progress.  Be amazed that
water added to a seed causes a whole plant to spring forth-part of God’s reproduction Creation….cut an apple
apart to show the little “safety pockets” in which the seeds are protected and discuss how the fruit would
protect and feed the seeds as they grow and also feed us-just as God designed.


• DEATH/LIFE:  Whenever we witness a death/funeral we are, in a way, seeing Creation in reverse.  At
Creation, God breathed “life” into an earthen form.  That earthen form was nothing without the breath of life. 
When someone dies, the breath that God breathed into man leaves the body and what is left is, nothing (“dust
you are and to dust you shall return” Genesis 3:19).  On Judgment Day, God will rejoin each person’s  “breath
of life” with his body.  Believers will then live forever in heaven and unbelievers will be forever in the
misery of hell.


• MAMMALS/MAN: Man is scientifically categorized with mammals.  There are obvious biological
similarities. However, God’s Creation account so clearly puts man in a completely different category from the
animals, that it seems best to uphold this difference in our teaching and application as well.


• MARRIAGE:  What was created on the sixth day?  The standard answer is:  “Land animals and man.”  We
could also add “marriage.”  When God created Eve and presented her to Adam, He created marriage and
established the relationship between husband and wife in a marriage.  Although the scope of this lesson does
not allow for an extended discussion of marriage, it is important for children to trace marriage and what God
says about it back to Creation.


• CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENTALISM:  In view of the modern world’s emphasis on preservation of
the earth, it would be valuable to give the students a Christian viewpoint toward environmentalism. 
An extreme preservationist view (mother-earth, the animals are our brothers and sisters, etc)
springs forth out of evolutionary thought and is completely unscriptural.  A view that would
automatically forbid use of the world’s resources is also unscriptural since God gave the earth and
its resources to man for his use.  HOWEVER, as wise stewards of God’s gifts, no child of God will
want to use the earth and its resources in a foolish, destructive, or wasteful way.


PASSAGES
The First Article and Luther’s Explanation


Lower 
Genesis 1:1 - “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Psalm 36:6 - “O Lord, You preserve man and beast.”
Psalm 139:14 - “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”


Middle (any of the above and…)
Genesis 8:22 - “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day
and night shall not cease.”


Psalm 37:25 - “I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
descendants begging bread.”


Psalm 139:13-14 - “For You formed my inward parts;  You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.”


Psalm 145:15-16 - “The eyes of all look expectantly to You and You give them their food in due season. You
open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.”


Hebrews 11:3 - “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”
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Upper (any of the above and…)
Genesis 1:27-28 - “So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them.  Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it…”


Ephesians 4:24 - “…and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true
righteousness and true holiness.”


Colossians 3:10 - “…and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him…”


HYMNS:
All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above - TLH #19
Oh, that I Had a Thousand Voices - TLH #30
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty - #TLH #39
We Sing the Almighty Power of God - TLH #43
Beautiful Savior - TLH #657
How Great Thou Art - CLC Worship Supplement (2000) #744


Appendix:


There is a wealth of fine writing on the subject of Creation/evolution.  Two samples are presented below.  Both
selections effectively demonstrate the marvel of God’s Creation and the greatness of His power.


There Is No God?
Condensed from MIAMI  HERALD
Jim Bishop*


There is no God.  All of the wonders around us are accidental.  No almighty hand made a thousand-billion
stars.  They made themselves.  No power keeps them on their steady course.  The earth spins itself to keep the
oceans from falling off toward the sun. Infants teach themselves to cry when they are hungry or hurt.  A small
flower invented itself so that we could extract digitalis for sick hearts.  


The earth gave itself day and night, tilted itself so that we get seasons.  Without the magnetic poles man
would be unable to navigate the trackless oceans of water and air, but they just grew there.


How about the sugar thermostat in the pancreas?  It maintains a level of sugar in the blood sufficient for
energy.  Without it, all of us would fall into a coma and die.


Why does snow sit on mountaintops waiting for the warm spring sun to melt it at just the right time for the
young crops on farms below to drink?  A very lovely accident.


The human heart will beat for 70 or 80 years without faltering.  How does it get sufficient rest between
beats?  A kidney will filter poison from the blood, and leave good things alone.  How does it know one from the
other?


Who gave the human tongue flexibility to form words, and a brain to understand them, but denied these gifts to
all other animals?


Who showed a womb how to take the love of two persons and keep splitting a tiny ovum until, in time, a baby
would have the proper number of fingers, eyes and ears and hair in the right places, and come into the world when
it is strong enough to sustain life?


There is no God?


*Jim Bishop, popular author of 21 books, including "The Day Christ Died" and "The Day Kennedy was Shot,"
died in 1987.  This column, written in the 1960's was a favorite of his wife, Kelly.







Page 11


The Doctrine of Creation
Excerpted from “The Abiding Word,” pp. 14ff, CPH, 1946
Theodore Laetsch


All of God’s creatures are wonderful, especially man.  What an amazing creation is our eye!  It dilates and
contracts according to the needs of vision. It is a world of tender nerves and muscles, which receive millions of
light rays and pictures and tell our soul how the outside world looks. The ear is a musical instrument such as no
human art can produce.  In it are 4,300 delicate rods, which vibrate with every sound as the strings of a harp,
through which our mind perceives the wonders of sound and, above all, hears the greatest wonder, the Word of
God.  In a short time the stomach changes food so that it can be assimilated by the body. The blood is pumped by
the heart into the remotest parts of the body. In a normal adult, the heart contracts and expands about 70 times a
minute, 100,800 times a day, 36,792,000 times in a year.  The lungs work just as unceasingly: through thousands
of cells they inhale and exhale.  What marvelous instruments are the organs of speech, mouth, throat, tongue, teeth!
Thought and speech are an incomprehensible miracle; so are understanding, knowledge, memory, consciousness.  


All plants animals and men are made up of millions of little cells, which may be seen and studied under powerful
microscopes.  Each tiny, little cell is a marvelous creation of God, endowed with unbelievable properties and
powers.  Let me read to you a few lines from Theodore Graebner, God and the Cosmos, p. 65: 


“…However, the amazement of the student increases when he considers that these chromosomes
are the carriers or determiners of all hereditary traits or characters.  Small as they are, they consist
of still smaller bodies, called genes, these again built up out of molecules, and the molecules out of
atoms.  The genes of the egg (female) and sperm (male) cells combine into new patterns, and upon
the composition of these patterns depends every character, whether physiological or mental.  From
the manner in which in the moment of conception these genes become distributed everything which
distinguishes each of us individually from every other human being had its origin.  Not only our
racial characters, which make us members of the human species, but the individual characters, the
color of the hair and the eyes, the length and shape of our fingernails, acuteness of sight or hearing,
our ability to hold a musical note or to remember dates and names, our emotional natures, our
intellectual preferences, our likes and dislikes, have been established through this organization of
the inscrutable specks of protoplasm which were organized in this original cell, or ovum, from
which each of us had his beginning, in a mass so small (1/125 of an inch) that it can be represented
by a dot which you make on the margin of this page with a well-sharpened pencil.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Creation- Preschool          9/23/05


Creation
Genesis 1:2-2:7; 2:18-25


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Have you ever gotten up really early
and seen the sun sneak up into the sky?  Could
you feel the warmth it brought to the day? 
Have you ever planted a seed and watched it
grow up through the soil?  Or have you tasted
the fresh food it produced?  Have you ever
seen a baby that was just born?  Did you count
their fingers and toes or wonder who taught
them to cry?  


There was a time when the earth was
without form and empty and everything was
dark.   There was no sun, or sky.  There were no
plants or fresh fruits.  There were no people, no
fingers or toes, and no crying…or laughing. But
God was there and with His very words He
started everything!  He created the whole
world and everything in it.  And all this, He did
in only six days!


On the first day, God said,  “Let there be
light” and there was light! God saw the light,
and it was good.  He separated the light from
the darkness.  God called the light “day”, and
the darkness He called “night”.  So the evening
and the morning were the first day. 


Then God said, “Let there be a
firmament in the midst of the waters” and it
was so!  God separated the waters above
from the waters below.  He called this
separation “sky”.  And God saw that it was
good.  So the evening and the morning were
the second day.


Then God said, “Let the waters under
the heavens be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear”, and it
was so!  God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters He called Seas.  And God saw that it
was good.  Then God said, “Let the earth bring
forth grass”.  He created all the plants and
trees and flowers just by saying it!  And God


saw that it was good.  So the evening and the
morning were the third day.


Then God said, “Let there be lights in the
firmament to divide the day from the night,
and let them be for signs and for seasons, and
for days and for years” and it was so!  Then
God made two great lights: the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the
night.  He made the stars also.  God set them in
the sky to give light to the earth.  And God saw
that it was good.  So the evening and the
morning were the fourth day.


Then God said, “Let the waters be filled
with lots of living creatures, and let the birds fly
above the earth.”  And it was so!  And God
saw that it was good.  So the evening and the
morning were the fifth day.


Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth
living creatures, cattle and creeping things
and beasts of the earth” and it was so!  God
made all the animals, zebras, puppies,
kangaroos, all the insects, spiders, and
mosquitoes, everything that lives on the earth! 
And God saw that it was good.


Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image”.  The Lord God formed the man from
the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became
a living being. And then the Lord God said, “It
is not good for man to be alone; I will make
him a helper.”   The Lord God brought every
animal and every bird to the man Adam to see
what he would name them.  So Adam gave
names to all the animals, all the birds, and
every beast of the field.  But Adam did not find
a suitable helper for him.  So God made Adam
fall into a deep sleep; and He took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place.  Then
God made woman from Adam’s rib and
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brought her to him.  And Adam said, “This is
now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman, because she was
taken out of Man.”  Then God blessed them
and the first family was started!


The heavens and the earth and
everything in them were finished.  God saw
everything that He had made and indeed it
was very good.  So the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.


On the seventh day, God rested from all
His work.  He blessed this day and made it holy.
This is the true story of the heavens and the
earth and how they were created.


The Triune God created all
things.


I am God’s creation whom He
still preserves.


Passage - Trace the shadowed lines to
show you who created all things.


“In the beginning, GODGOD
created the heavens and the


earth.” Genesis 1:1


Hymn - TLH 657 v. 1


Beautiful Savior, King of Creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve
Thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.


HYMN ACTIVITY : Help the child identify the
7 names for Jesus found in the hy.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
Thank You for creating this


beautiful world and for taking care
of us every day.  Thank You for loving
us so much that You sent Your only
Son to pay for our sins.  Amen
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Classroom Activity -
Creation Number Game
Have the numbers 1-7 printed on squares
of paper. Pass the numbers out in random
order. Starting with number 1 have the
students tell about that day of Creation.
NOTE: You may need to help the students
identify the numbers.


Have the children then line up in number
order. 


Ask these questions of the group and
review the answers until they can recite:
 
“How did God create the world?”


With His Word.


“How many days did it take God to make
the world?”


6 days and the 7th day He rested
from creating.


Classroom Art Activity -
Creation Bookmark
Color the boxes of the days of Creation.
Cut out and glue to a slightly larger piece
of construction paper. Punch hole and
add ribbon.


O


Day Night


REST
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Cain & Abel
Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


God still loved Adam and Eve even though
they had sinned. He took care of them and
blessed them with many children. They had two
sons named Cain and Abel. Adam and Eve
taught them about God and the promise of a
Savior. When they grew up Cain became a farmer
and Abel became a shepherd.


One day Cain and Abel brought offerings
to God. This was one way that they could show
their love for God. Cain brought some of the fruits
and vegetables that he had grown in his garden.
Abel brought a young lamb from his flock.


God was pleased with Abel’s offering
because Abel loved God and believed in the
promised Savior. But God was not pleased with
Cain’s offering because Cain did not love God.


Cain knew that God was not pleased with
his offering and this made him very angry at Abel.
He began to hate his brother.


God came to Cain and warned him about
the sin that was in his heart, but Cain didn’t listen
to God. He was so filled with hatred that he went
out and killed Abel.


God came to him and asked, “Where is
your brother Abel?” 


Then Cain lied and said, “I don’t know. Do I
have to take care of my brother?”


God told Cain he would be punished
because he killed his brother. The plants in the
field would no longer grow for him and he would
have to go from one place to another the rest of
his life.


Cain said, “This punishment is too much for
me. Someone will kill me.” 


But God promised that He wouldn’t let
anyone kill him and God placed a special mark
on Cain.


God blessed Adam and Eve with another
son to take Abel’s place. His name was Seth.


Cain murdered his brother Abel.


Sin begins in the heart but
righteousness begins with Christ.


Passage
“Man looks at the outward


appearance, but the LORD looks at the
heart." 1 Samuel 16:7b 


Hymn - TLH 653 v. 2


Jesus, Savior, wash away
All that has been wrong today;
Help me ev’ry day to be
Good and gentle, more like Thee.


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, help us to love


others as You love us. Forgive us for
being mean and hateful in our words
and actions. Thank You for dying on the
cross to pay for our sins. Amen.
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Classroom Art Activity - Color the altars and the offerings of Cain and Abel. Then
cut out the offerings on the broken lines. Your teacher will help you put the offerings on the
altars. Circle Abel’s offering which he gave with a believing heart.
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Cain & Abel
Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26
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The Story


God still loved Adam and Eve
even though they had sinned. He
took care of them and blessed them
with many children. They had two
sons named Cain and Abel. Adam
and Eve taught them about God
and the promise of a Savior. When
they grew up Cain became a farmer
and Abel became a shepherd.


One day Cain and Abel
brought offerings to God. This was
one way that they could show their
love for God. Cain brought some of
the fruits and vegetables that he
had grown in his garden. Abel
brought a young lamb from his flock.


God was pleased with Abel’s
offering because Abel loved God
and believed in the promised Savior.
But God was not pleased with Cain’s
offering because Cain did not love
God.


Cain knew that God was not
pleased with his offering and this
made him very angry at Abel. He
began to hate his brother.


God came to Cain and warned
him about the sin that was in his
heart, but Cain didn’t listen to God.
He was so filled with hatred that he
went out and killed Abel.


God came to him and asked,
“Where is your brother Abel?” 


Then Cain lied and said, “I don’t
know. Do I have to take care of my


brother?”
God told Cain he would


be punished because he killed
his brother. The plants in the
field would no longer grow for
him and he would have to go
from one place to another the
rest of his life.


Cain said, “This punishment
is too much for me. Someone
will kill me.” 


But God promised that He
wouldn’t let anyone kill him and
God placed a special mark on
Cain.


God blessed Adam and
Eve with another son to take
Abel’s place. His name was
Seth.


Cain murdered 
his brother Abel.


Z  Z  Z


Sin begins in the heart 
but righteousness 
begins with Christ.
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Activity One - Color the altars and the offerings of Cain and Abel. Then cut out the
offerings on the broken lines. Your teacher will help you put the offerings on the altars.
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 Activity Two


Talk about some things that make you angry... 


...Maybe you get angry when your friends won’t play with you or when
they make fun of you.


...Maybe you get upset when your mom and dad won’t let you do
something that you really want to do.


How can Jesus help you to handle these feelings so they don’t turn into sinful
actions?


Passage


1 Samuel 16:7b - “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart."


Hymn - TLH 653 v. 2


Jesus, Savior, wash away
All that has been wrong today;
Help me ev’ry day to be
Good and gentle, more like Thee.


What do we mean when we ask Jesus to wash away our sins?
What does gentle mean?
Who is the only one that can help us get rid of the sinful thoughts that come


into our hearts?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, help us to love others as You love us. Forgive us for being
mean and hateful in our words and actions. Thank You for dying on the cross to
pay for our sins. Give us hearts that love and trust You as Abel did. Amen.
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Cain & Abel
Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26
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The Story
Adam and Eve could no longer


live in the Garden of Eden after they
had disobeyed God, but God still
watched over them and blessed
them. He gave them many children. 
Two sons were Cain and Abel. When
they grew up, Cain became a
farmer and Abel became a
shepherd.


One day Cain and Abel
brought offerings to God. Cain
brought some of the fruits and
vegetables that he had grown. Abel
brought a young lamb from his flock.


God was pleased with Abel’s
offering because Abel loved God
and had faith in the promised Savior.
God was not pleased with Cain’s
offering because it had not been
given out of love for God. Cain knew
that God had not accepted his
offering and this made him angry at
Abel. He began to hate his brother.


Then God came to Cain and
warned him that the hatred in his
heart was a sin and could lead to
other sins. Cain didn’t listen to God.
He was so filled with hatred and
jealousy that he went and killed
Abel.


God gave Cain a chance to
confess his sin. He asked Cain,
“Where is your brother Abel?”


Then Cain lied to God and said,
“I don’t know. Do I have to take
care of my brother?”


Of course God knew what
Cain had done. We can not lie
to God. He knows everything.
He even knew about the
feelings of hate in Cain’s heart.
God told Cain that he would be
punished because he had killed
Abel, his brother. Cain would no
longer be able to grow
anything in his garden. He
would have to wander from
place to place the rest of his
life.


Cain said, “This punishment
is too great for me. Someone
will kill me.” God put a special
mark on Cain so that no one
would kill him.


God blessed Adam and
Eve with another son. His name
was Seth. Seth loved God and
trusted in the promise of the
Savior.


Cain murdered 
his brother Abel.


Z  Z  Z


Sin begins in the heart 
but righteousness 
begins with Christ.
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Activity One - Recalling the Story. Number these sentences in the order in which they
happened.


_______ Cain killed Abel.


_______ Cain’s heart was filled with hatred toward Abel.


_______ Cain was jealous because Abel’s offering was accepted by
God.


_______ Cain and Abel brought offerings to God.


_______ Cain lied when God asked about Abel.


_______ Cain did not feel sorry for his sin.


 Activity Two -  Something to Talk About.


We all have to fight against the sinful feelings that we have in our hearts.
God warns us just as He warned Cain that these feelings can lead to other
sins. Check the statements that are true for you.


I get angry when...


_______ someone makes fun of me.


_______ my mom and dad don’t let me do something that I want
to do.


_______ my friend gets something that I want.


_______ I get a bad grade in school work.


_______ I get punished for doing something that wasn’t my fault.


Talk about how Jesus can help you to handle these feelings so that they
don’t lead to other sins.
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Activity Three - Find out where 
all sins begin.


Color the areas with 3 dots red.


Color the areas with 2 dots
yellow.


Passage


1 Samuel 16:7b - “Man looks at
the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart."


Hymn - TLH 653 v. 2


Jesus, Savior, wash away
All that has been wrong today;
Help me ev’ry day to be
Good and gentle, more like Thee.


What do we mean when we ask Jesus to wash away our sins?
What does gentle mean?
Who is the only one that can help us get rid of the sinful thoughts that come


into our hearts?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, help us to love others as You love us. Forgive us for being
mean and hateful in our words and actions. Thank You for dying on the cross to
pay for our sins. Give us hearts that love and trust You as Abel did. Amen.
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Cain & Abel
Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


 


Why do you think there is a cross in this
heart?


Where does all sin begin?


How are our hearts cleansed from sin?


In our lesson today we will see how sinful
thoughts in the heart can lead to sinful
actions.


Prayer - TLH #400 v. 5


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


The Story Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


Now Adam knew Eve his wife,
and she conceived and bore Cain,
and said, "I have acquired a man from
the LORD." {2} Then she bore again, this
time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of
the ground. {3} And in the process of
time it came to pass that Cain brought
an offering of the fruit of the ground to
the LORD. {4} Abel also brought of the
firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And
the LORD respected Abel and his
offering, {5} but He did not respect Cain
and his offering. And Cain was very
angry, and his countenance fell.


{6} So the LORD said to Cain, "Why


are you angry? And why has your
countenance fallen? {7} "If you do
well, will you not be accepted?
And if you do not do well, sin lies
at the door. And its desire is for
you, but you should rule over it." 


{8} Now Cain talked with
Abel his brother; and it came to
pass, when they were in the field,
that Cain rose up against Abel his
brother and killed him. 


{9} Then the LORD said to
Cain, "Where is Abel your
brother?" 


He said, "I do not know. Am I
my brother's keeper?" 
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{10} And He said, "What have you
done? The voice of your brother's
blood cries out to Me from the ground.
{11} "So now you are cursed from the
earth, which has opened its mouth to
receive your brother's blood from your
hand. {12} "When you till the ground, it
shall no longer yield its strength to you.
A fugitive and a vagabond you shall
be on the earth." 


{13} And Cain said to the LORD,
"My punishment is greater than I can
bear! {14} "Surely You have driven me
out this day from the face of the
ground; I shall be hidden from Your
face; I shall be a fugitive and a
vagabond on the earth, and it will
happen that anyone who finds me will
kill me." {15} And the LORD said to
him, "Therefore, whoever kills Cain,


vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold." And the LORD set a
mark on Cain, lest anyone finding
him should kill him. 


{16} Then Cain went out from
the presence of the LORD and
dwelt in the land of Nod on the
east of Eden...


{25)  And Adam knew his
wife again, and she bore a son
and named him Seth, "For God
has appointed another seed for
me instead of Abel, whom Cain
killed." {26} And as for Seth, to him
also a son was born; and he
named him Enosh. Then men
began to call on the name of the
LORD.


Outer Aim   Cain murdered his brother Abel.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks using the words from the box.


1. ____________________ gave his offering out of faith and love for God.


2. God did not ___________________ Cain’s offering.


3. Cain became ________________________ of Abel.


4. All sin begins in the _______________________.


5. God warned Cain about the ___________________ in his heart.


jealous
murder


repent
Jesus


Abel
sin


lied
kill


accept
heart
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6. Cain’s sin of hatred led to the sin of _____________________.


7. Cain ______________________ to God when God asked where Abel was.


8. God gave Cain a chance to ___________________ of his sin.


9. God put a mark on Cain so no one would __________________ him.


10. Only __________________ can keep us from sinning like Cain did.


Inner Aim   Sin begins in the heart but righteousness begins with Christ.


 What God Tells Us - Discuss these questions as a class.


1. Why do we give offerings to the Lord?


2. When is God pleased with our offerings?


3. Name some ways in which we “give” to the Lord even if we don’t have
any money.


4. Trace the sins of Cain all the way through the story and show how one sin
led to another.


5. Talk about some things that make you feel angry. Discuss how these
feelings could lead to sinful actions.


6. Why is it impossible for us to overcome our sinful thoughts and actions on
our own?
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Your Turn - Using your Bible, look up James 1:15 and write down the progression
of sin.


Passage


1 Samuel 16:7b - “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at
the heart.”


1 John 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”


Hymn - TLH 655


I pray Thee, dear Lord Jesus, my heart to keep and train
That I Thy holy temple from youth to age remain.
Turn Thou my tho’ts forever from worldly wisdom’s lore;
If I but learn to know Thee, I shall not want for more.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, So often we are like Cain with feelings of anger, jealousy
and hatred in our hearts. Often these feelings turn into actions and we say and
do things that hurt others. Send Your Holy Spirit to make our hearts clean and full
of love for others. Thank You for sending Your Son to die for all our sins. In His
name we ask for Your forgiveness. Help us to live as Your children. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                Cain & Abel  Level 4


Cain & Abel
Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


 


Why do you think the cross and heart are
together?
Where does all sin begin?
How are our hearts cleansed from sin?


In our lesson today we will see how sinful thoughts
in the heart can lead to sinful actions.


Prayer - TLH #400 v. 5


Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.


The Story Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she
conceived and bore Cain, and said, "I have
acquired a man from the LORD." {2} Then she
bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now
Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground. {3} And in the process of
time it came to pass that Cain brought an
offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD.
{4} Abel also brought of the firstborn of his
flock and of their fat. And the LORD
respected Abel and his offering, {5} but He did
not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain
was very angry, and his countenance fell.


{6} So the LORD said to Cain, "Why are
you angry? And why has your countenance
fallen? {7} "If you do well, will you not be
accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies
at the door. And its desire is for you, but you


should rule over it." 
{8} Now Cain talked with Abel his


brother; and it came to pass, when
they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him. 


{9} Then the LORD said to Cain,
"Where is Abel your brother?" 


He said, "I do not know. Am I my
brother's keeper?" 


{10} And He said, "What have you
done? The voice of your brother's blood
cries out to Me from the ground. {11}
"So now you are cursed from the earth,
which has opened its mouth to receive
your brother's blood from your hand.
{12} "When you till the ground, it shall no
longer yield its strength to you. A
fugitive and a vagabond you shall be
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on the earth." 
{13} And Cain said to the LORD, "My


punishment is greater than I can bear! {14}
"Surely You have driven me out this day from
the face of the ground; I shall be hidden from
Your face; I shall be a fugitive and a
vagabond on the earth, and it will happen
that anyone who finds me will kill me." 


{15} And the LORD said to him,
"Therefore, whoever kills Cain, vengeance
shall be taken on him sevenfold." And the
LORD set a mark on Cain, lest anyone finding
him should kill him. 


{16} Then Cain went out from the
presence of the LORD and dwelt in the
land of Nod on the east of Eden...


{25)  And Adam knew his wife
again, and she bore a son and named
him Seth, "For God has appointed
another seed for me instead of Abel,
whom Cain killed." {26} And as for Seth,
to him also a son was born; and he
named him Enosh. Then men began to
call on the name of the LORD.


Outer Aim   Cain murdered his brother Abel.


What the Story Tells Us - Put an X before each TRUE statement.


1. _____ Cain and Abel brought offerings to God.


2. _____ God was pleased with Cain’s offering.


3. _____ God accepted Abel’s offering because Abel believed in the promise of a Savior.


4. _____ Cain was jealous of Abel.


5. _____ Cain let the devil rule in his heart.


6. _____ Cain asked God to forgive his sin.


7. _____ Cain wandered far from home and from God.


8. _____ You should love your neighbor as yourself.


9. _____ It is all right to think evil as long as we don’t actually do it.


10. _____ Whoever hates his brother is a murderer.


11. _____ God will forgive us all our sins because Jesus died for us.
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Inner Aim Sin begins in the heart but righteousness begins with Christ.


What God Tells Us - Discuss these questions as a class.


1. Why do we give offerings to the Lord?


2. When is God pleased with our offerings?


3. Name some ways in which we “give” to the Lord even if we don’t have any money.


4. Trace the sins of Cain all the way through the story and show how one sin led to
another.


5. Talk about some things that make you feel angry. Discuss how these feelings could
lead to sinful actions.


6. Why is it impossible for us to overcome our sinful thoughts and actions on our own?


Your Turn - Using your Bible, look up James 1:15 and write down the progression of sin.
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Passages


1 Samuel 16:7b - “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”


1 John 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him.”


The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.


What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not hurt nor harm our neighbor’s body, 


but we should help and be a friend to him in every bodily need.


Hymn - TLH 655


I pray Thee, dear Lord Jesus, my heart to keep and train
That I Thy holy temple from youth to age remain.
Turn Thou my tho’ts forever from worldly wisdom’s lore;
If I but learn to know Thee, I shall not want for more.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, So often we are like Cain with feelings of anger, jealousy and hatred
in our hearts. Often these feelings turn into actions and we say and do things that hurt
others. Send Your Holy Spirit to make our hearts clean and full of love for others. Thank You for
sending Your Son to die for all our sins. In His name we ask for Your forgiveness. Help us to live
as Your children. Amen.
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STORY 8/18/04
Cain and Abel - Genesis 4:1-16, 25-26


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, as I study sin and its wickedness and the power it has in this world, I am struck
with sadness and fear.  When I think of how that sin lurks within me and how it wants to live and
grow in me it is a sobering thought indeed.  What joy! What comfort! to also hear of Your mercy
and grace through Christ Jesus Who chases away the fear and sadness.  Enable me to lead the
children to see the very real danger of sin and to equip them with the Gospel so that they may “rule
over sin” and live godly lives out of faith and love for You.  Bless me in my preparation and
presentation of Your holy and saving Word.   Amen.


VOCABULARY
Jehovah (v.1ff) - Throughout this lesson, God uses His name “Jehovah” (Lord in NKJV) to identify
Himself.  It is the name of God that emphasizes that He is the “God of Promise,” the “Covenant
God,” the God who delivers His people.  


Respected (v.4) - Because of the way in which the word “respect” is used in our modern everyday
speech, it may sound strange to hear that the Lord “respected” Abel’s offering.  God’s action toward
Abel’s offering was much more than “respect” in our usual usage.  God “accepted/looked with favor
upon” Abel’s offering–He received it as an act of faith from a child of God.


Countenance (v.5) - Cain’s countenance fell.  In the Aaronic benediction we hear God’s blessing,
“…the Lord lift up His countenance…”  “Countenance” can also be translated as “face.”  A fallen
countenance is a face that shows disappointment, irritation, anger, pouting, etc.  A fallen
countenance won’t look at another person but be downward glancing with sorrow/anger in the eyes.  


OUTER AIM
Cain murdered his brother Abel


INNER AIM
Sin begins in the heart but righteousness begins with Christ


BACKGROUND
In the last lesson we witnessed sin’s entrance into the world.  Once sin entered the world it didn't
take long for it to grow and show its ugly effects.  There are a number of intervening years between
the fall into sin and the story of the first murder.  (The exact number is unknown, therefore the ages
of Cain and Abel are also unknown.) 


There was, without doubt, daily evidence of sin in the family life of Adam and Eve.  However,
Cain’s murder of Abel is the first time that sin grew into the taking of a life.  Through this lesson
God shows the progress and growth of sin.  He shows how sin rules in the world (cf: James 1:14-
15).  The story of Cain and Abel teaches that sin grows inwardly by showing how the sin began and
then matured in Cain.  The next lesson (the Flood) will teach that sin grows outwardly by showing
the outward manifestation of sin in the people of Noah’s time.  Genesis chapters 3-8 are God’s
instruction in the reality of sin…but also of His grace.


The story of Cain and Abel reflects the change that sin produced.  God had created man in His
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image; but since sin entered the world, the offspring of man would forever be born in his (Adam’s)
image (cf: Genesis 5:1,3).   


This story clearly illustrates what Jesus said to Nicodemus, “That which is born of flesh is flesh…”  The
story also illustrates the second part of what Jesus told Nicodemus, “That which is born of the Spirit is
spirit” (John 3:6).  The only thing that can truly solve the sin in mankind is the working of the Spirit
through the good news of the Savior.  While watching sin grow we also see God's tender and constant
mercy toward sinful mankind.


TEXT COMMENTARY


 vv.1-2
“I have gotten the Man, the Lord” vs. “…together with the Lord I have produced a man.”    Eve’s
statement after the birth of Cain can be translated in either of the above ways.  Martin Luther understood
it in the first way, namely, that Eve believed that this son was the promised Savior.  In either case, Eve's
faith is evident.  Eve referred to God by His name, “Jehovah” (Lord in most English translations). 
Jehovah is the name of God that emphasizes that He is the “Covenant God” or the “God of Promise.” 
Simply by calling God “Jehovah” Eve was confessing her faith in the salvation and deliverance which
God had promised after the fall into sin.  Adam and Eve were the first sinners but they were also the first
believers.


“Cain” means “acquired.”  "I have acquired a man. . ."  


It was after the fall into sin that Adam and Eve had their first children.  Sexual intercourse is a blessing
of marriage, and God had commanded Adam and Eve to "be fruitful and multiply."   In view of this and
since there was no child conceived in Eden, we can conclude that the time between creation and the fall
into sin was quite short.   Note how tactfully Scripture speaks of sexual relations.  "And Adam knew his
wife..."  The biological process is evident and clearly presented in Scripture; however, it is done without
the graphic and lustful detail that a secular writer would feel "obligated" to include.  


Abel was Adam and Eve's second son. His name means, "breath, mist, vapor, etc."  The difference in
age between the brothers is unknown. (Luther thought they were twins, but that cannot be proven.)  Cain
was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd.  These occupations clearly disprove the evolutionary theory that
man learned to make tools and then developed occupations over eras of evolutionary progress.  


vv. 3-5
Cain and Abel each brought offerings to God from the fruit of their occupation.  At this time, no specific
offerings or sacrifices were commanded by God.  The Old Testament ceremonial laws which God would
give much later on Mount Sinai would be pictures of Christ.  Cain and Abel’s offerings were not
pictures of Christ.   The offerings of Cain and Abel did not come as the result of a command by God, 
but were purely an expression of thanksgiving and offering of a gift to God, the giver of the blessings
received. 


It is clear that both Cain and Abel were instructed in the Word of God (not the written Word because
that did not yet exist, but rather, directly from God) by their parents.  Being believers, Adam and Eve
took the parental responsibility of instructing their children (cf: Ephesians 6:4) in the Word of God.


The offerings which Cain and Abel made are comparable to our prayers of thanksgiving and our
offerings which we give at church-thank-offerings to God!
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There was a difference between what Cain offered and what Abel offered.  However, the difference was
not what made Cain's offering unacceptable and Abel's favorable.  They were both bringing an offering
out of the blessings which God had given them (…let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as
he may prosper…” 1 Corinthians 16:2).


The difference between the offerings was not what was on the altar, but rather what was in the heart. 
Hebrews 11:4 says, "By faith, Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. . ."   Abel's
offering was made out of love and faith toward God.  Abel showed his love by choosing the very best of
his flock for the offering.  Cain's offering was not given from faith and thus the difference in God's
reaction.  The same is true today.  There is nothing of value in any "good thing" which we do.  However,
when good things are done out of love for and faith in Christ, then, because of what Christ has done,
God sees our works as “good.”  Without faith and Christ's redemptive work, God would not respect our
offerings either.  "Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Hebrews 11:6;  see also 1 Peter 3:2).


There is an emphasis on the quality of Abel’s offering.  Abel brought the firstborn of his flock.  He
didn’t keep something back for himself, but rather first offered a thank-offering to the Lord and then
lived from the rest.  Abel also brought an offering “of their fat.”  Not only was his sacrifice from the
firstborn it was from the BEST of the firstborn.   God doesn’t give any additional information on the
quality of Cain’s offering other than that it came from the field (his occupation).  We cannot rightly
conclude that the fruits, grains, etc. which Cain brought were of inferior quality– they could have been
good as well. However, we can learn a proper approach to stewardship from Abel’s example.


In some way, God made it known to Cain that He was not pleased with his offering.  Cain understood
that God did not accept his offering and for that reason was angry. Cain's "countenance fell."  Cain was
seized by anger and jealousy so that his disposition and everything about him was affected.  Cain was
seeking God’s favor by the outward action of offering a sacrifice.  When his outwardly “good” actions
were rejected because of a lack of faith, he became angry.  This is true of all who seek God’s favor by
what they do: “What do you mean, it’s not enough, God?!  Haven’t I led a good life?!  Didn’t I do all
sorts of nice things?!”


vv.6-7
God came to Cain to warn him about his sin and the danger which that sin held (cf: Jesus’ warning to
Peter on the night he denied Jesus, Matthew 26:31ff).  God warned Cain to put away the sinful thoughts
and anger lest he fall into still greater sin.  Sin was at the door and God warned Cain not to let it in, but
rather to rule over it, get away from temptation, repent and turn to God.  Instead Cain multiplied his sin
and killed his brother.  


It is clear that both Cain and Abel were instructed in the Word of God (not the  written  Word because
that did not yet exist, but rather, directly from God) by their parents.  Being believers, Adam and Eve
took the parental responsibility of instructing their children (cf: Ephesians 6:4) in the Word of God.


The offerings which Cain and Abel made are comparable to our prayers of thanksgiving and our
offerings which we give at church-thank-offerings to God!


vv. 8-16
Cain killed Abel while they were talking in a field.  After the murder, God approached Cain asking him
about Abel. This is similar to God's questioning of Adam and Eve after they had sinned.  In both cases
God knew what sin had been committed.  In both cases God already knew the answer to His questions, 
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but He asked the questions in order to bring the sinners to a confession of their sin and repentance. We
can learn from this example when it is necessary for us to confront someone because of his sin.  
 
When Adam and Eve were approached by God, they did not deny their sin although they did try to place
the blame in places other than themselves.  However, when God approached Cain, he denied knowing
where his brother was and what he had done.  Not only did Cain deny his sin, he became defensive
about it and said, "Am I my brother's keeper?" God replied,  "Listen! Your brother's blood cries to me
from the ground."  It was as if Abel's spilt blood cried out to God making known the deed.  


Cain’s contention that Abel’s whereabouts and well-being was none of his concern is certainly sinful.  
Cain’s statement is in complete contradiction to Philippians 2:3-4 and other similar Scripture passages. 
LUTHER:  “There is a common proverb: ‘What is it to the Romans that the Greeks die?’” For we think
no dangers but our own concern us.  But how does this idea agree with the commandment of God that
He wants all of us to live together as brethren?  Therefore, by saying that the care of his brother was no
concern of his, Cain brings a heavy charge against himself.” (What Luther Says, Ewald Plass, CPH,
#4088).


Sin had spread and led to this first murder.  The accounts in Genesis demonstrate how quickly sin spread
because,  just a few generations after Cain's murder, not only did Cain's great-great-great-grandson
(Lamech) kill another man, but he boasted about it as well (Genesis 4:23-24).


Cain’s curse:  God cursed Cain because of what he had done.  God had earlier cursed the serpent
(Genesis 3:14) and the earth (Genesis 3:17) but this is the first time that God places a curse upon a
PERSON.  “This fact alone stresses, as perhaps nothing else could, God’s earnestness over against sin. 
However, this curse is carefully defined as to what it includes, for it is not a curse that bars Cain from
the possibility of salvation.  It merely involves two things: a) being driven away from the cultivated and
arable portion of the land and winning his sustenance under the greatest difficulties; and b) being
compelled to shift and stray about in the earth.” (Exposition of Genesis, H.C. Leupold, The Wartburg
Press, p. 206)


The curse affected Cain greatly because he was "a tiller of the ground."  No longer would the ground
(already effected by sin) yield its full potential for Cain (a potential already limited by sin).  
Furthermore, Cain would be a vagabond with no rest on the ground.  Luther described it as, "insecurity
where you are and uncertainty where you are going." 


God’s intent:  There was surely forgiveness for Cain through the coming Savior.  God’s desire for Cain
was that the punishment for his sin would cause him to realize his wrongdoing, recognize the
punishment as the consequence of his sin,  repent, and look to the promise of God for forgiveness.  In
this way, God's mercy is evident even in judgment.  


Cain’s rejection of God’s mercy:  Instead of turning to God in repentance, Cain complained about his
punishment. "My punishment is greater than I can bear. . . anyone who finds me will kill me."  Cain
turned to despair rather than true repentance and trust in the Lord.  Instead of pleading, “God be
merciful a sinner!” Cain complained, “It’s not fair!”   It is the attitude of a hardened sinner to deny all
sin and its rightful consequence.


God’s continuing mercy: God told Cain that if anyone killed him, seven-fold vengeance would be that
person’s punishment.   God promised and gave to Cain a time of grace on earth in which to repent and
return to the Lord.  God gave Cain a sign to assure him of this promise.  The King James, New King
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James, and other translations of the Bible say that God "put a mark on Cain."  The original Hebrew does
not indicate that God put some kind of mark on Cain but rather that the sign was for Cain.  There are
various other times when God gave signs both to believers and unbelievers (cf. Judges 6:36ff, Isaiah
7:10ff, etc.).  We don't know the nature of the sign which God gave to Cain.


Cain then left the region of Eden and lived in the land of Nod.   


vv. 25-26
We don't know how many children God gave to Adam and Eve, but it was without doubt a great
number. They would have certainly had many more children at the time of  Abel's murder.  The other
children aren't mentioned simply because they are not important to the account which Scripture wishes
to present.  Since Cain feared someone would kill him, there had to be others who would be able to kill
him (as well as sisters to marry,  since Cain had children too cf. 4:17ff).   


Adam and Eve's son Seth was born after Abel was murdered.  “Seth” means “appointed.”  After Seth’s
birth, Eve said, "God has appointed another seed for me instead of Abel whom Cain killed."  Eve had
other "seed" as well but Seth was significant because it was from the descendants of this son that the
Savior would one day be born (cf. Luke 3:38).  God's mercy continues to show itself in that  He
provided a "replacement" from whom His promise would be kept.  


Seth also had a son whom he named “Enosh.”  “Enosh” means “frail one, mortal.”  In naming his son
this way, Seth shows his understanding of the truth that this lesson teaches.


“Then men began to call on the name of the Lord.”  The name of the Lord is everything that God has
revealed to us about Himself  (cf: 2nd commandment; 1st petition).  We call upon the name of the Lord
when we proclaim what God has told us about Himself (cf: Exodus 34:5-6), when we praise Him for
who He is and what He has done, and when we come with our needs and requests in prayer (cf: Psalm
50:15).  In other words, “calling upon the name of the Lord” can be used to describe worship.  


Adam, Eve, Abel, Seth, etc. had all worshipped the true God, but it was a personal private family type of
worship.  Now, the population had increased…Now, there were people in the world who were not
believers…Now, the faithful people of God began to worship and proclaim the true God in a public
worship setting.  


ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE:
1 Samuel 16:7; Zephaniah 3:9;  Matthew 15:7-9, 19; Mark 7:20-23;  Hebrews 11:4;  12:1-3; 12:24;
James 1:14-15; 1Peter 5:8;  1 John 3:11-15;  Jude 11;  Revelation 6:9-11 (Abel would be among the
martyrs); 


RESOURCES:
Bible History Commentary, Franzmann - pp. 55.
Bible History References, Rupprecht - volume 1 p. 19ff
The People’s Bible - Genesis, Jeske pp.58ff    
 


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to die for the sins of all people.  Teach me to know whenever a new
sin begins in my life, and then help me to get rid of it before it grows.  Make my love for You stronger
each day.  Amen.
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PRESENTATION


There was a time when the thought of brother murdering brother was a shocking idea.  Among our
children, prayerfully, it is still so.  However, in an age when Cain’s action against Abel is part of our
daily living (in the news, etc.) it is important to create/maintain/re-create a sensitivity to sin in the hearts
of our children (and ourselves).  Children should be led to see the grave nature of sin and its
consequences.


In our present society, there is also a tendency to downplay the “less serious” sins.  There is no such
thing.  Sin is sin and is serious!  What seems like a small sin can so quickly take root in our hearts, grow
and mature-even if it doesn’t lead to some great outward sin such as murder.  When can you easily pull
up an oak tree?  When it is just a sapling.  Once that tree has planted its roots deeply and grown thick
and gnarly it can no longer be easily pulled up.  So it is also with sin.


Law & Gospel:  It is quite easy to find the law in this lesson; God’s warning against Cain’s sin, Cain’s
breaking of the law, and God’s judgment on Cain’s sin.  HOWEVER, the lesson is likewise filled with
Gospel; God’s patient calling out to the fallen sinner, His promise and mercy shown to Cain, and the
forgiveness for even the sin of murder that is given through Christ Jesus.


Frequently Asked Questions
1. How did Cain know his offering was not accepted?   We do not know by what means God
made it known to Cain that He was not pleased with his offering.  Early illustrators showed the
displeasure by having the smoke of the offering go downward, but that is only a human idea.  It is
enough to know that God conveyed his displeasure to Cain and acted in mercy toward him.
2. What made Cain’s offering so bad?  It was not the content of the offering, but the content of
his heart.
3. Who would kill Cain? Whom did Cain marry? We shouldn’t necessarily think of Cain or
Abel as young boys.  We don’t know their ages, but they were almost certainly young men and perhaps
even older.  Therefore, they would have had several of siblings (We might assume Eve gave birth to a
child each year.)  Cain’s fear was of his siblings (or their descendants) seeking revenge.  He married a
sister (or niece, etc.).  While today such a marriage would be sinful, in the very early days of time it was
God’s way of populating the earth.  As the population grew, the acceptability of a marriage between
close relatives changed because it was no longer necessary.
4. What kind of mark was put on Cain?  There was no mark on Cain (see notes above).
5. Why did God not kill Cain?  In Genesis 9:6, God commands that whoever sheds man’s blood
by man shall his blood be shed.  God could have struck Cain dead because of his sin.  However, for
reasons not totally known to us (but assuredly just and right for they are God’s) God chose to spare
Cain’s life and give him an additional time of grace.  It is another example of God’s abundant mercy.
There are a number of other speculations as to why God would not kill Cain, but these ideas can be
called nothing more than speculation because God has seen fit not to explain to us the details of this
action toward Cain.


APPLICATIONS
Offering/thanksgiving/good works (cf: Hebrews 11:4,6):   Our response to God flows from faith.  We do
what is pleasing to God out of love for Him and for one another.  Our love for one another flows and
grows out of our love for God.  Without faith in Christ the best things we do (outwardly) mean nothing
to God.  Our good works are not a way to gain acceptance from God (as Cain thought) but are a way to
show our thanks for God’s gracious acceptance through Christ (as demonstrated by Abel).  This applies
to whatever service we give to God or to one another.  
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Stewardship:  Proper Christian stewardship of the gifts which God gives is prompted by faith in Christ
and love for God.  Christian stewardship includes not only the monetary offerings we give to the work
of God’s Kingdom, but also involves so much more!  Christian stewardship includes the way I use every
gift God has given me.  Am I giving him the best/firstfruits…or just whatever is left over after I serve
myself?  Am I giving it out of love for Him?  Am I giving it joyfully?  Abel provides an example for us
in our stewardship.


“Saving faith is more than just knowing/believing that God exists.  Cain didn’t deny God’s existence–
he talked to Him!  However, Cain was not trusting in the coming Savior, was not following God’s Word
out of love for Him.  James tells us that even the devils believe that there is one true God (James 2:19). 
It is important for all Christians to understand what saving faith is.  Many are misled into believing that
“belief in God” is enough, but they never hear/learn/believe the saving Gospel.


The unbelieving world will hate believers.  Abel was the first martyr for the Christian faith.  Cain
killed Abel essentially because Abel was a believer.  The “world” was a lot smaller in Cain and Abel’s
day, but their relationship is an example of the unbelieving world hating/opposing the believers.  We
should expect nothing different:  John 15:18-25, 2 Timothy 3:12.


We cannot hide from God nor fool Him:  Adam and Eve thought they could hide from God after they
sinned.  Cain thought he could fool God by denying any knowledge of his sin.  Neither plan worked. 
We can’t fool God into thinking that we are His children by what we do outwardly– He knows our
hearts.  We can’t hide any of our sins– He knows them all, even those we don’t know.  


Rule over sin:  As children of God, our desire is to rule over the sin that infects us.  This conquering of
sin is accomplished only through Christ.  He has conquered sin and death for us and the only way we
can conquer sin and rule over it in our lives is to be armed with God’s Word and with Christ fighting the
battle for us.  The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to create faith in our hearts, to help us withstand
temptation, and to flee temptations.  This battle remains constant for a child of God during this lifetime
because of our Old Adam.  See:  Romans 7:15-20; 8:13-14; Galatians 2:20; 5:16-26; Ephesians 6:10-17.


Response to correction:  How do we respond when we are corrected in sin?  When Cain was caught in
sin he complained about the punishment instead of repenting of his sin and humbly accepting the
consequence.  When a child is disciplined by a parent or teacher, is the reaction one of sorrow and
acceptance of the consequence or is it a self-centered despair, “That’s not fair!”  We seek to lead our
children (and ourselves) to a God-pleasing response to correction.


Sin is never harmless:  Cain’s overt sin was against the fifth commandment that began with bitterness
in his heart.  Our youth are faced with a mighty battle with temptation and sin against the sixth
commandment.  All the media and other worldly influence in regard to sexuality and lust is no small
matter.  Lead the youth to see that it DOES MATTER what they watch, read, and hear.  It DOES
MATTER how physically involved they become with a boyfriend or girlfriend.  Young people might
respond, “I know those things are wrong and I would never do them.  I know where to draw the line.”
BEWARE!  Sin is crouching at the door!!  Knowledge of what sin is not the same as fleeing from it. 
Cain’s sin did not begin out with murder…young and older take heed!


If we allow hatred, jealousy, and other sin (or temptations to sin) to grow in our hearts as did Cain, that
growth will eventually show itself in what we do. Yes, hatred, a bad attitude, a feud with an “ex-friend,”
etc. are all sins that, when given a fertile field and nurturing, will grow and thrive.
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5th Commandment:  Sins against the fifth commandment are not only murder and other outward harm
to our neighbor.  The fifth Commandment also governs our words and thoughts.  Also, it is not just the
prohibition against harming our neighbor but also the command to help and be a friend to him in every
bodily need.  Yes, we are our brother’s keepers.


Family faithfulness does not equal personal faith.  Being the offspring of faithful believers (as Cain
was) does not assure salvation.  Salvation is a matter of the heart for each individual sinner.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


5th commandment


Lower
1 Samuel 16:7 - Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.


1 John 3:15 - Whoever hates his brother is a murderer and you know that no murderer has eternal life
abiding in him.


Middle any of the above and...
1 Peter 5:8 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour.


James 1:15 - When desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death.


Upper any of the above and...
Matthew 15:19 - Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies.


Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for
me.


HYMN CHOICES
Glory be to Jesus -  TLH #158
That Man a Godly Life Might Live - TLH #287 (st.6)
O Holy Spirit, Enter In - TLH #235(st.7)
Rise My Soul to Watch and Pray - TLH #446
My Soul, Be on Thy Guard - TLH #449
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The Fall Into Sin & The Promise of A Savior
Genesis 2:8-17; Genesis 3
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The Story


Adam and Eve lived in a
beautiful garden that God had
prepared for them.  It was called the
Garden of Eden.  There were many
fruit trees in the garden.  Adam and
Eve could eat from any of them
except one.  There was a tree in the
middle of the garden which was called
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil.  God told Adam and Eve
that they must not eat from this tree.  If
they ate from it, they would die.


One day Eve came near the tree
in the middle of the garden.  The devil
was there.  He was in a snake, and he
spoke to Eve.  He said, “Did God really
say that you should not eat from every
tree in the garden?”


Eve said, “ Yes, we may eat of
every tree except for the one in the
middle of the garden.  If we eat from
that tree, we will die.”


The devil tried to get Eve to eat
from the tree by lying to her.  He said,
“No, you will not die.  You will be wise
like God if you eat from the tree.”  


Eve wanted to be like God, so
she took some of the fruit and ate it. 
Then she gave some to Adam, and he
also ate it.  Both Adam and Eve had
disobeyed God.  This was the first sin. 
Now Adam and Eve were no longer
perfect as God had made them.  They
felt ashamed, and they tried to hide
from God when He came to talk with
them.


God asked them if they had


eaten from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
Adam blamed Eve for giving him
the fruit, and Eve blamed the
devil for tempting her.


Then God showed how
much He loved them even
though they had sinned.  He said
He would send a Savior to take
away their sin.  Adam and Eve
believed God’s promise.


Because of their sin, Adam
and Eve had to leave the
beautiful garden. Their life would
no longer be perfect.  They would
have to work hard for their food. 
There would be sadness, sickness,
and trouble in their life.  Finally
they would have to die. They
were sorry that they had
disobeyed God, but they
believed His promise to send a
Savior.  


Adam and Eve fell into sin
when they disobeyed God.


Z  Z  Z


Sin infects us all but we have
God’s undeserved love and


salvation in Jesus Christ.
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Activity One  -
The tree in the middle of the
Garden of Eden might have
looked like this.  Use your
crayons to draw some fruit on
this tree.  Think about how
Adam and Eve sinned when
they ate the fruit from this tree.


God said, “Do not eat
of the tree in the middle


of the garden.”


 
Activity Two -  Find the message in the letters by drawing a line under every third letter. 
The first one is underlined for you.  Copy the letters you have marked on the spaces below.


Adam and Eve sinned when they disobeyed God.  We disobey God
whenever we do things that God doesn’t want us to do.  When we sin we can
ask God to forgive us because Jesus paid for our sins when He died on the
cross.


A   Z   G   H   J   O   B   Y   D   U   K   I   S  W  S 
 T   I   L  Q   W   O  C   F   V   E   R   E   X   Z


____    ____    ____              ____    ____             ____    ____    ____    ____ 
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Something to Talk About


What are some ways in which we
disobey God?


- At home 
- At school
- In church
- While playing with friends


What are some ways in which we
can show our love for God?


- At home 
- At school
- In church
- While playing with friends


Passages


Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have


everlasting life.


Hymn - TLH  245 v. 1


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.  


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, thank You for creating this beautiful world and
for taking care of us every day.  Thank You for loving us so much that You sent
Your only Son to pay for our sins.  We are happy that we will be able to go to
heaven to live with You when we die.  Help us to live as Your children.  Amen
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The Fall Into Sin & The Promise of A Savior
Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3
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The Story


Adam and Eve lived in a
beautiful garden that God had
prepared for them.  It was called the
Garden of Eden.  There were many fruit
trees in the garden.  Adam and Eve
could eat of any of them except one. 
There was a tree in the middle of the
garden which was called the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  God
told Adam and Eve that they must not
eat from this tree.  If they ate from it,
they would die.


One day Eve came near the tree
in the middle of the garden.  The devil
was there.  He was in the form of a
serpent, and he spoke to Eve. He tried
to make Eve doubt God’s Word. He
said, “Did God really say that you
should not eat from every tree in the
garden?”


Eve said, “ Yes, we may eat of
every tree except for the one in the
middle of the garden.  If we eat from
that tree, we will die.”


The devil tried to get Eve to eat
from the tree by lying to her.  He said,
“No, you will not die.  You will be wise
like God if you eat from the tree.”  


Eve wanted to be like God, so she
took some of the fruit and ate it.  Then
she gave some to Adam, and he also
ate it.  Both Adam and Eve had
disobeyed God.  This was the first sin. 
Now Adam and Eve were no longer
perfect as God had made them.  They
felt ashamed, and they tried to hide
from God when He came to talk with
them.


God asked them if they had
eaten from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
Adam blamed Eve for giving him
the fruit, and Eve blamed the
devil for tempting her.


Then God showed how
much He loved them even
though they had sinned.  He said
He would send a Savior to take
away their sin.  Adam and Eve
believed God’s promise.


Because of their sin, Adam
and Eve had to leave the
beautiful garden. Their lives would
no longer be perfect.  They would
have to work hard for their food. 
There would be sadness, sickness,
and trouble in their lives.  Finally
they would have to die. They
were sorry that they had
disobeyed God, but they
believed His promise to send a
Savior.  


Adam and Eve fell into sin
when they disobeyed God.


Z  Z  Z


Sin infects us all but we have
God’s undeserved love and


salvation in Jesus Christ.
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Activity One  - Fill in the blanks using the words from the WORD BOX. There are extra
words.


1.  The devil appeared to Eve in the form of a __________________.


2.  The devil tried to make Eve _______________ God’s
Word.


3.  Adam blamed ____________for his sin.


4.  After sinning, Adam and Eve tried to ____________ from
God.


5.  God promised to send a ____________________.


6.  Adam and Eve had to leave the
_______________________________.


 Activity Two - Write YES if the sentence is true. Write NO if the sentence is false.


1. ________ The devil tempts us to sin every day.


2. ________ We can fight the devil’s temptations without God’s help.


3. ________ We need God’s forgiveness every day.
   
4. ________ We are not sinful when we are first born.


5. ________ God no longer loved Adam and Eve after they sinned.


6. ________ Adam and Eve were sorry that they had sinned.    


Something to Talk About


; What are some ways in which we disobey God?
- At home 
- At school


- In church
- While playing with friends


Eve
Serpent


hide
Savior


Garden of Eden
flood
doubt
God
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( What are some ways in which we can show our love for God?
- At home 
- At school


- In church
- While playing with friends


Passages


Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made
alive.


Hymn - TLH  245 v. 1, 6


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.


Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally! 


Prayer


Dear Lord, we know that we are sinful just like Adam and Eve.  We need
Your help every day to keep from doing all the wrong things that the devil
tempts us to do.  Thank you for sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. 
Help us to live as your children and to look forward to living with You in heaven. 
Amen.
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The Fall Into Sin & The Promise of A Savior
Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3


 


Today we will learn about a special tree that God put in the
middle of the garden.  We will see how sin entered the world
and spoiled God’s beautiful creation.


Prayer
Heavenly Father, open our hearts as we hear Your Word today
so that we will have a better understanding of sin and of Your
great love for us and all mankind.  Make us truly sorry for our sins
and help us to obey Your commandments.  Thank You for
sending a Savior to take the punishment for our sins.  Amen. 


The Story - Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3


 Then the LORD God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. {16} And the LORD God commanded
the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden
you may freely eat; {17} "but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die."


Now the serpent was more cunning
than any beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said to the woman,
"Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden'?" 


{2} And the woman said to the serpent,
"We may eat the fruit of the trees of the
garden; {3} "but of the fruit of the tree which is
in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.'" 


{4} Then the serpent said to the woman,
"You will not surely die. {5} "For God knows
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil." 


{6} So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, that it was pleasant
to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make


one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with her,
and he ate. {7} Then the eyes of both of
them were opened, and they knew
that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together and made
themselves coverings. 


{8} And they heard the sound of
the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden. {9} Then the LORD God
called to Adam and said to him,
"Where are you?" 


{10} So he said, "I heard Your
voice in the garden, and I was afraid
because I was naked; and I hid myself." 


{11} And He said, "Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which I commanded
you that you should not eat?" 


{12} Then the man said, "The
woman whom You gave to be with
me, she gave me of the tree, and I
ate." 


{13} And the LORD God
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said to the woman, "What is this you have
done?" 


The woman said, "The serpent
deceived me, and I ate." 


{14} So the LORD God said to the
serpent: "Because you have done this, You
are cursed more than all cattle, And more
than every beast of the field; On your belly
you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the
days of your life. {15} And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman, And between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your
head, And you shall bruise His heel." 


{16} To the woman He said: "I will
greatly multiply your sorrow and your
conception; In pain you shall bring forth
children; Your desire shall be for your
husband, And he shall rule over you." 


{17} Then to Adam He said, "Because
you have heeded the voice of your wife, and
have eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat
of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil
you shall eat of it All the days of your life. {18}
Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for


you, And you shall eat the herb of the
field. {19} In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread Till you return to the
ground, For out of it you were taken; For
dust you are, And to dust you shall
return." 


{20} And Adam called his wife's
name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living. 


{21} Also for Adam and his wife
the LORD God made tunics of skin, and
clothed them. {22} Then the LORD God
said, "Behold, the man has become like
one of Us, to know good and evil. And
now, lest he put out his hand and take
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever"; {23} therefore the LORD God
sent him out of the garden of Eden to
till the ground from which he was
taken. {24} So He drove out the man;
and He placed cherubim at the east of
the garden of Eden, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, to
guard the way to the tree of life.


Outer Aim - Adam and Eve fell into sin when they disobeyed God.


What the God’s Word Tells Us - Who said it? Fill in the blank with the name of the
person that goes with each quotation.


GOD          ADAM          EVE          SATAN


___________ “Of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil you shall not eat.”


___________ “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden?’”


___________ “God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’”


___________ “You will not surely die...........Your eyes will be opened , and you will be                
           like God, knowing good and evil.” 


___________ “Where are you?”


___________ “I was afraid because I was naked; I hid myself.”
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___________ “Who told you that you were naked?   Have you eaten from the tree......?”


___________ “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree.”


___________ “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”


___________ “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed            
                and her Seed; He shall bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel.” 


Inner Aim - Sin infects us all but we have God’s undeserved love and salvation in
Jesus Christ.


What the Story Tells Us - Can you find the following words in the puzzle? They are
going across and down.


GOD WOMAN ADAM
LOVE FLAMING EVE
SIN DUST SERPENT
SATAN TREE
FRUIT ENMITY
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Your Turn - Read the story of Jesus’ temptation in Luke 4:1-13.  Now discuss the following
questions.


1. What will we say if our “friends” want us to do something we know is wrong?


2. Why is it so hard to do what is right?


3. What will we want to do daily because of our sinful flesh?


Passages
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 


in Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.


Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.


Hymn - TLH  245 v. 1, 3, 4, 6


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.


God would not have the sinner die,
His Son with saving grace is nigh,
His Spirit in the Word doth teach
How man the blessed goal may reach.


Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.


Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally! 


Prayer


Dear Lord, we know that we are sinful just like Adam and Eve.  We need Your help
every day to keep from doing all the wrong things that the devil tempts us to do.  Thank
you for sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.  Help us to live as Your children and to
look forward to living with You in heaven.  Amen.
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The Fall Into Sin & The Promise of A Savior
Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3


 


Today we will learn about a special tree that God put in the
middle of the garden.  We will see how sin entered the world and
spoiled God’s beautiful creation.


Prayer
Heavenly Father, open our hearts as we hear Your Word today
so that we will have a better understanding of sin and of Your
great love for us and all mankind.  Make us truly sorry for our sins
and help us to obey Your commandments.  Thank You for
sending a Savior to take the punishment for our sins.  Amen. 


The Story - Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3


 Then the LORD God took the man and
put him in the garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. {16} And the LORD God commanded
the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden
you may freely eat; {17} "but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely
die."


Now the serpent was more cunning
than any beast of the field which the LORD
God had made. And he said to the woman,
"Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden'?" 


{2} And the woman said to the serpent,
"We may eat the fruit of the trees of the
garden; {3} "but of the fruit of the tree which is
in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you
die.'" 


{4} Then the serpent said to the
woman, "You will not surely die. {5} "For God


knows that in the day you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil." 


{6} So when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of
its fruit and ate. She also gave to her
husband with her, and he ate. {7} Then
the eyes of both of them were opened,
and they knew that they were naked;
and they sewed fig leaves together
and made themselves coverings. 


{8} And they heard the sound of
the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence
of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden. {9} Then the LORD God
called to Adam and said to him, "Where
are you?" 







Old Testament 2 Fall Into Sin & Savior Promised  - Level 4


{10} So he said, "I heard Your voice in
the garden, and I was afraid because I was
naked; and I hid myself." 


{11} And He said, "Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the
tree of which I commanded you that you
should not eat?" 


{12} Then the man said, "The woman
whom You gave to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I ate." 


{13} And the LORD God said to the
woman, "What is this you have done?" 


The woman said, "The serpent deceived
me, and I ate." 


{14} So the LORD God said to the
serpent: "Because you have done this, You are
cursed more than all cattle, And more than
every beast of the field; On your belly you shall
go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your
life. {15} And I will put enmity Between you
and the woman, And between your seed and
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you
shall bruise His heel." 


{16} To the woman He said: "I will
greatly multiply your sorrow and your
conception; In pain you shall bring forth
children; Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you." 


{17} Then to Adam He said, "Because
you have heeded the voice of your wife, and


 have eaten from the tree of which I
commanded you, saying, 'You shall not
eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your
sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the
days of your life. {18} Both thorns and
thistles it shall bring forth for you, And
you shall eat the herb of the field. {19}
In the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread Till you return to the ground, For
out of it you were taken; For dust you
are, And to dust you shall return." 


{20} And Adam called his wife's
name Eve, because she was the
mother of all living. 


{21} Also for Adam and his wife
the LORD God made tunics of skin, and
clothed them. {22} Then the LORD God
said, "Behold, the man has become like
one of Us, to know good and evil. And
now, lest he put out his hand and take
also of the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever"; {23} therefore the LORD God
sent him out of the garden of Eden to
till the ground from which he was taken.
{24} So He drove out the man; and He
placed cherubim at the east of the
garden of Eden, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to guard the
way to the tree of life.


Outer Aim - Adam and Eve fell into sin when they disobeyed God.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions from the lesson above.


1. What kind of tricks did the devil use to tempt Eve and to make her doubt God?
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2. Eve told the devil that God had said they should not eat of the tree or even touch it.
What part of that was not true?


3. How did Adam and Eve show that they were sinful immediately after they ate from
the tree?


4. How was the serpent punished?


5. What would Adam and Eve’s life be like now because of their sin?


6. Why did God not want Adam and Eve to stay in the Garden of Eden after they had
sinned?


7. What did God do to prevent Adam and Eve from returning to the garden?


Inner Aim - Sin infects us all but we have God’s undeserved love and salvation
in Jesus Christ.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up the following verses in Genesis 3 and tell what
happened because of Adam and Eve’s sin:


1. vs. 7 _______________________________________________________________________________


2. vs. 10______________________________________________________________________________


3. vs. 16______________________________________________________________________________


4. vs. 17______________________________________________________________________________


5. vs. 19______________________________________________________________________________


6. vs. 24______________________________________________________________________________
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Your Turn - Read the story of Jesus’ temptation in Luke 4:1-13.  Now discuss the following
questions.


1. What will we say if our “friends” want us to do something we know is wrong?


2. Why is it so hard to do what is right?


3. What will we want to do daily because of our sinful flesh?


Passages
Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 


in Christ Jesus our Lord.


John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


1 Corinthians 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.


Romans 5:12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.


Hymn - TLH  245 v. 1, 3, 4, 6


God loved the world so that He gave
His only son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.


God would not have the sinner die,
His Son with saving grace is nigh,
His Spirit in the Word doth teach
How man the blessed goal may reach.


Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.


Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally! 


Prayer


Dear Lord, we know that we are sinful just like Adam and Eve.  We need Your help every
day to keep from doing all the wrong things that the devil tempts us to do.  Thank You for
sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.  Help us to live as Your children and to look
forward to living with You in heaven.  Amen.
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STORY 9/1/06


The Fall into Sin / The Promise of a Savior - Genesis 2:8-17; 3:1ff


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, as I teach Your lambs about sin and grace today, give me the words to say.  Let
Your wisdom and truth be in everything I teach.  The world is so casual toward sin and wants to
make sin look inviting.  Oh, help me to lead the children to understand what sin is and to see it in all
its seriousness, but never let them experience the despair of a fearful heart. Rather equip me to build
on their faith’s foundation with the sure and confident forgiveness that You proclaim in the Gospel. 
Send Your Holy Spirit, I pray.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil (2:17) - This tree in the center of the garden is the one (and
the only one!) tree from which God had forbidden Adam and Eve to eat.  This tree was the tree of
the “knowledge of good and evil” because if Adam and Eve sinned against God by eating from it,
they would then know evil.  Without sin they would not have known evil.


 “shall surely die” (2:17) - Literally in the Old Testament Hebrew: “dying you WILL die!”  God leaves
absolutely no doubt that if Adam and Eve sin they WILL DIE in that very day.  This strong emphasis
in God’s Word becomes significant when Eve tells the Serpent that God said, “lest perchance you die”
(3:3).


Enmity (3:15) - “hatred; ill will”  The enmity between the Son of God and Satan is evident by their
opposing goals for mankind, the Truth of God vs. the lies of the Devil, etc.  Satan opposes everything
that God supports; they are in complete opposition.  This is important for there is no middle ground in
which a person can pursue sin and still rationalize that it as “OK with God.”


OUTER AIM
Adam and Eve fell into sin when they disobeyed God.


INNER AIM
Sin infects us all but, we have God’s undeserved love and salvation in Jesus Christ.


BACKGROUND 
Genesis chapters 1 and 2 are a demonstration of God’s power. By the power of His Word, God
created the heavens and the earth and perfectly so.  The name God uses for Himself in chapters 1
and 2 is Elohim-the Hebrew name for “God” that emphasizes power, might, perfection.  Beginning
in verse 4 of chapter 2, God further identifies Himself as Jehovah - the Hebrew name of the True
God which identifies Him as the God of promise, salvation, and grace toward His creation,
especially mankind.  (The Hebrew, “Jehovah” is usually noted in English translations by the use of
all upper case letters in the name: “LORD.”)


In this lesson, mankind (the crown of God’s creation) fails to show his love to God, fails in following
God’s will, i.e., he SINS!  Sin offends the holy and almighty creator (Elohim), but He is also a gracious
God who provides a Savior (Jehovah) for His fallen creation.


Jehovah’s love is evident toward mankind even before the fall into sin and promise of the Savior.  The
LORD God (Jehovah Elohim) provided a home for man in the beautiful and bountiful Garden of Eden.
In Eden, He richly provided for food and all other needs.  He gave meaningful and enjoyable work in
the tending of the Garden.  He provided a “matched set” of companionship and unequaled human love
 when He created woman and established marriage.  He gave Adam and Eve the promise of children.
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As great as these blessings were, the greatest gift from Jehovah was evident when He still showed His love after
Adam and Eve fell into sin and immediately promised them a Savior.


The Garden of Eden  v. 8-14
God planted a special garden for the crown of His creation, man and woman.  God’s design was that Adam and Eve
would live in the Garden, tend it, and enjoys its rich bounty. Everything was perfect!  And still Eve became
dissatisfied when the Devil tempted her.  


God, through Moses, provides quite detailed description of Eden’s location as well as its natural resources.  The
Garden of Eden was destroyed together with all other things on the earth during the Flood.  Moses was inspired to
provide this “road map”  to give the people an idea of where the Garden of Eden was; but even more so to simply
establish the truth that this was a REAL place, not just a make-believe location.  The Garden of Eden was REAL
in THIS LOCATION, even though, because of the Flood and changing rivers, we cannot know with certainty where
it was.  Two of the four rivers are still in existence today, the Tigris and Euphrates, but it is unlikely that their flow
is the same as it was in Moses’ day.  The other two rivers, Pishon and Gihon, are unknown.  Scholars can only
speculate which rivers they might have been, even if they still exist.  


Among the trees were two significant trees, the Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  


Bdellium is a fragrant gum resin obtained from a kind of tree found in Arabia, Babylonia, Media, and India.  The
Onyx is probably the stone which still goes by that name - a variety of stone that shows somewhat even bands or
layers of white and black or dark tints.


God's Command  v. 15-17
God put Adam and Eve into the Garden to live there and to tend, cultivate, and keep it.  Tending the garden in the
days before sin would have been completely enjoyable and satisfying work.  Even now, work can be enjoyable and
rewarding, but also tiring, frustrating, exhausting.  Not so in Eden.


God told Adam and Eve that they could FREELY eat of every tree except one - the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil.   Adam and Eve had limitless access to the full variety of trees in the garden!  Out of the whole garden
there was only one tree from which they were not to eat. Not being able to eat from that one tree did not harm them,
it did not deprive them of anything needful.  The Devil deceived Eve into thinking she NEEDED to have that fruit
from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and that no other fruit could satisfy her desire.  Eve was led to
believe that God was UNFAIR (“What do you mean I can’t eat from this tree!  That’s not FAIR!”) while forgetting
that God had given them full and free access to the whole beautiful garden, with just this one small exception.  The
Devil continues to tempt in the same way today by leading us to concentrate on what we don’t have and to become
dissatisfied and angry, rather than to concentrate on all that God has given us and to be filled with thanksgiving.


The Fall  v. 1-13
Sometime between the creation of the world and the fall into sin, the Devil and the other evil angels sinned.  Then
the Devil began working to bring mankind into the same destruction that he and the other evil angels face.  When
the Devil came to Eve with the destructive goal of leading her into sin, he chose an appropriate form in which to
appear because “the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field.”  The Devil's first words to Eve were
framed in the form of a question intended to bring doubt into Eve's mind.  "Did God really say. . .?"  Notice how,
from the very beginning, the Devil presents God’s Word in a negative way:  God said:  “Eat freely from ALL the
trees except one.”  The Devil said:  “Did God say you could NOT eat from all the trees?”


When Eve repeated God's command to the Devil, she subtracted from God’s Word, added to it, and revised it.  Eve
subtracted from God’s Word by not mentioning that they could FREELY eat from EVERY tree of the garden
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(except the one).  Eve added to God’s Word by saying His command included “nor shall you touch it.”  Eve revised
God’s Word by changing  “dying you will die” to “lest perchance you die.”


Satan continued his temptation by assuring Eve that she would not die but would instead become like God knowing
good and evil.  The Devil played on the desire to become greater and to attain the stature of God.  This is the same
temptation He uses today.  He continues to say, "Did God really say that?  Here, let me show you a better way and
I will make you great!"  


The result of sin was that Adam and Eve did know good and evil, whereas before they knew only good.  So they
did gain what the Devil said they would, but not in the way or with the effect Eve had desired.


The truth of God, the lies of Satan, and the affect on Eve are compared in the table below.  From this story we are
able to see very well the true nature of Satan and the danger he poses to our souls.  As Jesus said, “[The Devil] was
a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks
a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” (John 8:44)


Table of Comparison


God’s Truth Satan’s Lies Effect on Eve


Genesis 2:9, 16-17 And out of the
ground the LORD God made every
tree grow that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food. The tree
of life was also in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. . .And
the LORD God commanded the
man, saying, “Of every tree of the
garden you may freely eat; “but of
the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall
surely die.” 


 Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent
was more cunning than any beast
of the field which the LORD God
had made. And he said to the
woman, “Has God indeed said,
‘You shall not eat of every tree of
the garden’?”


Genesis 3:2-3 And the woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat
the fruit of the trees of the garden
but of the fruit of the tree which is
in the midst of the garden, God
has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor
shall you touch it, lest 
(perchance) you die.’ ”


Genesis 2:17 “…but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely
die.”


 Genesis 3:4-5 “Then the
serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. For God
knows that in the day you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good
and evil.”


Genesis 3:6 So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the
eyes, and a tree desirable to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate. She also gave to her husband
with her, and he ate.


We cannot really say exactly when Eve sinned. However, we can say with certainty that it was before she actually
took the fruit.  By the time Eve took the fruit she had doubted God which is a sin.  By the time Eve had taken the
fruit she had seen the fruit and was enticed by it.  By the desire in her heart, Eve had already sinned in disobedience
to God. 


After taking the fruit, Eve brought it to Adam and he also ate.  Adam took the fruit knowing full well what he was
doing.  "And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression" (1 Timothy 2:14). 
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In addition to the obvious disobedience against God by eating the fruit, Eve also sinned in her role as a wife.  God
had given Eve to Adam as a  “helper comparable” to him.  Leading one’s husband into sin is certainly not a
fulfillment of the role as his God-given helper.  Eve sinned by failing to faithfully fulfill her role in God’s design
for marriage.


As soon as sin entered the world, Adam and Eve knew they were naked, were ashamed, and fashioned coverings
for themselves.  No longer were sexual impulses pure, innocent, and completely in harmony with God's will.  Now
they were corrupted by sin and the naked body was a thing of shame and an opportunity for lust.  


God had said, “in the day you eat of it you will surely die!” Adam and Eve did not instantly die in a physical sense.
They did, however, die instantly in spiritual death.  


“Death” is  “separation.”  “Death” as a whole encompasses three specific kinds of death:  SPIRITUAL DEATH =
the separation of the soul from God;  TEMPORAL DEATH = the separation of soul from body; and ETERNAL
DEATH = separation of soul and body from God forever in hell.  Sin brought DEATH into the world.  In the instant
Adam and Eve sinned, they died.  Their spiritual death was immediate.  Their temporal death would not come
immediately, but was unavoidable.  Their eternal death would have been unavoidable as well if not for God’s
promise of a Savior.


When God came to the garden in the cool of the day, Adam and Eve hid.  GONE was the blissful knowledge of
God.  Now they had FEAR.  Adam and Eve first tried to deny their sin and then tried to blame someone else. GONE
were the holiness and righteousness in which they were created.  Now SIN and DENIAL had taken over their hearts.
Fear of God, denial of sin, unrepentant hearts, alienation from God, blaming others for their sins-all of these entered
the world with sin and continue to be manifest in the world today (also in the Old Adam/sinful flesh of believers).


God demonstrated His love for sinners by calling Adam and Eve to repentance and patiently leading them to
repentance (cf: vv. 9,11, 13).  God will also show a similar patience in His attempts to lead Cain to repentance after
he murdered Abel (cf: Genesis 4:1ff ~ Lesson 3), and in all of His dealings with sinners.


God's Love v. 14-24
God cursed the serpent because of its role in bringing sin to the world.  Verse 14 is directed to the serpent itself.
Based on this passage we are left with the understanding that when God created the serpents, they were not the
ground dwelling/crawling creatures we know today.  Rather, seeing them “on their belly” is part of the curse at
Eden.  


In verse 15, God directs His words to the one who had made use of the serpent, namely, the Devil.  Verse 15 is the
first Gospel promise.  God declares that He will establish enmity between the Devil and the woman’s Seed.  The
woman’s Seed (descendant) of whom God speaks is Jesus, the Savior.  The woman’s seed, Jesus, would bruise the
serpent’s (Devil’s) head. The best way to kill a snake is to step on its head.  God uses this imagery to foretell how
Jesus would defeat the Devil and leave him powerless over God’s children when He died on the cross and rose
again.  God also notes that “you (the Devil) will bruise His (Jesus’) heel.  A heel wound may be painful, but not
fatal; fatal is the end of life.  Jesus would die and at that time the Devil would seemingly have the victory.
However,  Jesus would rise again to life and no more be “wounded” by the Devil.  Thus, the “bruising” of Jesus
would not be the end.


God’s promise of a Savior first made to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden is repeated and expressed in ever
greater detail throughout the progression of the Old Testament.  Then when the fullness of time came God sent Jesus
to be born as our Savior (cf: Galatians 3:4-5).
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Next, God announced the effects which sin would have on Adam and Eve. The changes which God put into place
as a result of sin also show His love and concern for mankind.  Had God not established these consequences for sin,
there would have been (and would not be) any lasting reminders of man’s sinfulness. If the world would have
remained perfect, Adam and Eve would have quickly forgotten their sinful state and the eternal destruction which
their sins brought upon them.  To this day, the effects of sin in this world are what help us to realize weaknesses,
our needs, to understand the frailty and temporary nature of this life, and to help us understand that this world is
not the goal for which we should strive.  


In announcing these consequences of sin, God never cursed Adam and Eve.  He cursed the serpent and He cursed
the ground, but He did not curse Adam and Eve.  Eve would bear the pain of childbirth and Adam would bear the
misery of a cursed ground, but they themselves were not cursed.  Because Adam and Eve were the whole human
race at that time, had God cursed them then all of mankind would have lived under His curse.  It is yet another of
God’s mercy that He did not curse Adam and Eve directly.


Even in the results of sin we can still find God’s grace and mercy:  Pain in childbirth yields God’s great gift of a
child.  Pain in childbirth for one mother (Mary) would lead to God’s ultimate gift-God’s Son incarnate.  Death is
a consequence of sin, but for a child of God it becomes the gateway into eternal life.  
After announcing to Adam and Eve what the results of sin would be in their lives, God again demonstrated His love
in two more ways.  First, He provided clothing for them and secondly, He drove them out of the Garden of Eden.
God cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden so that they would not eat of the Tree of Life and live forever in their
sinful condition.  Instead, even though they would die, yet through their coming Savior, Jesus, they would live
forever.


Additional Scripture:
Romans 5:12-21
Resources:
Bible History Commentary, Franzmann - pp. 37ff
Bible History References, Rupprecht - volume 1 p. 13ff
The People’s Bible - Genesis, Jeske pp. 42ff


STUDENT PRAYER
Heavenly Father, thank You for promising and then sending Jesus to be our Savior from sin.  I know I sin every
day.  Forgive me and help me to run away from sin in the future.  Make my faith strong so that I am not tricked by
the Devil.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Law & Gospel: 
This story so wonderfully rich in both Law and Gospel that the teacher will not find it hard to bring both into the
presentation.  Adam and Eve’s disobedience, God’s curses, and the lasting consequences of sin show the law very
well.  God’s love and mercy throughout the account and especially in the promise of a Savior show the Gospel.


Frequently Asked Questions:
Why did Adam and Eve not die on that day?  God could certainly have stricken Adam and Eve dead, and
rightfully delivered them to hell for eternal judgment.  However, in His mercy He gave them a time of grace on the
earth even as He continues to do for all people.  Each lifetime is a time of grace for an individual to hear the Gospel,
be brought to faith, and receive salvation through Christ Jesus.  God’s warning to Adam and Eve was nevertheless
correct, because they DID die that day.  They died spiritually. Temporal and eternal death flow out of spiritual death
(See discussion in notes above).
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If God knows all things then He knew Adam and Eve would sin.  But if He knew this, why did He create the
tree and then tell them not to eat from it?  We cannot determine nor understand every part of God’s reasoning
in this nor any other matter because we simply cannot fully understand God’s ways.  However, what we can say
is this:  God created the tree and gave the command so that Adam and Eve would have a way of showing their love
to Him.  God created  Adam and Eve with a “free will” - the ability to obey or disobey Him.  God could have
created Adam and Eve without the ability to sin, but He didn’t want love from his creatures that was forced and
automatic.  God desires actions of love that flow from real love, so he created them (and the tree) in the way He
did.  Since the fall into sin, mankind no longer has the will to choose to obey God.  We are born in sin, enemies of
God, and by nature have only a will that opposes God. Jesus has redeemed us from this.  Now, the New Man which
the Holy Spirit creates does obey God.  Just as Adam and Eve had the opportunity to show their love for God by
keeping His commandments, so we too show our love to Him by conforming our lives to His Word.


What kind of fruit was it?  In spite of the typical artist’s impression that the fruit was an apple (Luther also
referred to it as an apple),  we don't know what kind of fruit it was.  It could have been a banana, a pear, etc. or even
a fruit that is unknown to us today.  The kind of fruit is not important to the account.  Therefore, God did not
identify it.


APPLICATION
By this sin we all stand condemned.  This story shows the beginning of our “original sin.”  Original sin is the sin
we inherit from our parents and can be traced here.  After sinning, Adam and Eve gave birth to sinners (cf: John
3:6), who gave birth to sinners, who gave birth to sinners…etc.  Everything that is true concerning Adam and Eve’s
sin is also true for us.  This counters the worldview that “there is a little good in everyone.”  Such a statement is
simply NOT true.  ALL are born sinful, totally corrupt, and enemies of God.  Only by being brought to faith in
Christ by the Gospel does that change.


Through this Savior we all have forgiveness.  Ever since the beginning of time, Satan has been tempting people
to sin.  However, God is more powerful than Satan.  Through Jesus, God’s Son, we have the way to escape Satan’s
hold over us.  Jesus has lived His life to fulfill what God demands of us in His Law.  By His death, Jesus has bought
us back from the punishment in hell which our sins deserve.


Peer pressure:  Peer pressure can be both a positive and a negative force.  There are many warnings in our day
against negative peer pressure, and rightfully so.  The pressure to sin which is directly or indirectly placed on an
individual by others is similar to the Devil’s words to Eve.  Had Eve clung to God’s Word (as Jesus did when
tempted by the Devil, cf: Luke 4:1-13) she could have resisted the pressure the Devil was placing upon her with
his temptations.  For Eve temptation came saying, “If you eat of the tree you will be like God.”  Temptation now
comes in the form of  “If you do _______ or say _______ or have an attitude like ______ you will be ______.” 
The blanks are filled-in differently throughout the years, but the temptation remains the same.


Instant gratification:  Eve saw that the fruit was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and her desire turned away
from pleasing God to pleasing herself.  In our world, instant gratification and self-pleasure are far too often the
guiding forces in life.  Wanting to please our “selves” on demand will surely lead to danger and spiritual harm
because our “selves” are sinful.  Rather than fulfilling our self desires, we should seek to fulfill and follow God’s
Word. 


Temptation:  A thorough study of Satan’s temptation of Eve teaches that he uses the same tools (deception, half-
truths, lies, making something wrong appear pleasing, believe God is unfair, etc.) to tempt us today.  Knowing the
weapons of the enemy is the first step in holding off his attacks.  
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Twisting God’s Word:  The Devil twisted God’s Word for his purposes.  Under the influence of the Devil’s
deception, Eve likewise molded God’s Word to fit her desires.  Today,  many change God’s Word to make God
seem unfair and thus create a “reason” to sin; or they make God’s Word seem lenient enough to allow for their sin;
or they simply ignore God’s Word altogether.  When someone either changes or ignores God’s word, the Devil has
already won a huge victory.


Withholding something is not necessarily unfair or a lack of love:  Our prosperous times and society’s
materialistic/humanistic attitudes have created a sense of entitlement in many.  It is shown in the attitude that I am
entitled to have everything I want.  Or, “I am entitled to have at least the same kind of finances, benefits, advantages
as someone else who is similar to me.”  Discontent and jealousy rule in many hearts.  Christians need to stand watch
against these attitudes.  If God, parents, teachers, or others refuse to give something to us-something that might have
been given  to others else-it is not necessarily unfair.  “Love” at times includes NOT giving.  Also, the feelings of
discontent often grow out of a failure to truly see how richly God HAS blessed us. 


God’s Word of promise creates and sustains faith.  God’s Gospel promise in Eden is what created faith in Adam
and Eve to believe that a Savior would come.  Still today, God uses the Gospel to create and sustain faith. This is
what makes it so important to know and to share the Gospel.  If Genesis 3:15 were never spoken by God in the
Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve would have been left in despair.  So too, God’s Gospel promises sustain us.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower 
1 Corinthians 15:22 - “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.” 


Romans 6:23 - “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


Middle (either of the above and…)
Genesis 3:15 - “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise
your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 


Upper (any of the above and…)
Romans 3:23-24 - “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 


Romans 5:12 - “Just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all
men, because all sinned.”


HYMN CHOICES
God Loved the World So that He Gave - TLH #245
All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall - TLH #369
Grace! ‘Tis a Charming Sound - TLH #374







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Fall Into Sin & Savior Promised - Preschool 9/23/05


The Fall Into Sin & The Promise of A Savior
Genesis 2:15-17; Genesis 3


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Adam and Eve lived in a beautiful
garden that God had prepared for them.  It
was called the Garden of Eden.  There were
many fruit trees in the garden.  Adam and Eve
could eat of any of them except one.  There
was a tree in the middle of the garden which
was called the Tree of the Knowledge of Good
and Evil.  God told Adam and Eve that they
must not eat from this tree.  If they ate from it,
they would die.


One day Eve came near the tree in the
middle of the garden.  The devil was there.  He
was in a snake, and he spoke to Eve.  He said,
“Did God really say that you should not eat
from every tree in the garden?”


Eve said, “ Yes, we may eat of every
tree except for the one in the middle of the
garden.  If we eat from that tree, we will die.”


The devil tried to get Eve to eat from the
tree by lying to her.  He said, “No, you will not
die.  You will be wise like God if you eat from
the tree.”  


Eve wanted to be like God, so she took
some of the fruit and ate it.  Then she gave
some to Adam, and he also ate it.  Both Adam
and Eve had disobeyed God.  This was the first
sin.  Now Adam and Eve were no longer
perfect as God had made them.  They felt
ashamed, and they tried to hide from God
when He came to talk with them.


God asked them if they had eaten from
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
Adam blamed Eve for giving him the fruit, and
Eve blamed the devil for tempting her.


Then God showed how much He loved
them even though they had sinned.  He said
He would send a Savior to take away their sin. 
Adam and Eve believed God’s promise.


Because of their sin, Adam and Eve had


to leave the beautiful garden. Their life would
no longer be perfect.  They would have to work
hard for their food.  There would be sadness,
sickness, and trouble in their life.  Finally they
would have to die. They were sorry that they
had disobeyed God, but they believed His
promise to send a Savior.  


Adam and Eve fell into sin when they
disobeyed God.


We have God’s undeserved love and
salvation in Jesus Christ.


Passage
John 3:16  For God so loved the world that


He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish


but have everlasting life.


Hymn - TLH  245 v. 1
God loved the world so that He gave
His only son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.  


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, Thank You for


loving us so much that You sent Your only
Son to pay for our sins.  Help us to live as
Your children.  Amen







Old Testament 2 Fall Into Sin & Savior Promised  - Preschool


For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begot-


ten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life. 


John 3:16   


Cut along  


dotted lines 


For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begot-


ten Son, that whoever be-
lieves in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life. 


John 3:16   


Classroom Activity - “God
Loved the World” Hymn
Activity
Practice reciting Hymn 245 v. 1 with the
children. Have them say the rhyming word
at the end of each line as you pause.
Continue letting them fill in more of the
words of the hymn. Sing it through many
times using various groupings - boys/girls,
those wearing red, etc.


Classroom Art Activity - God
Loved the World
Door Hanger
Have the children cut out the
pieces (if they are able) and
glue them to the door hanger
as shown.
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                Abram Called  Level 1


Call of Abram/Abram & Lot
Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18


 







Old Testament 2 Abram Called  - Level 1


The Story


Abram was a man who
worshiped God.  He lived in Ur of the
Chaldeans.  Ur was a beautiful place,
but many of the people there did not
worship the true God.  The people built
towers called ziggurats.  They used the
towers to worship the moon god.  This
made God very sad.


God loved Abram so much.  He
wanted to make sure Abram would
not worship the moon god.  God told
Abram to move away from his family
and friends who worshiped the moon
god.  God promised to take care of
Abram in a new home.  He promised
Abram he would have many children
and grandchildren in the new home. 
One day Jesus would be born into
Abram’s family!


Abram did what God told him to
do.  Abram took his wife, Sarai, and his
nephew, Lot, to the new home. 
Abram and Lot had many sheep and
camels.  They had many shepherds
and servants.  The sheep, camels,
shepherds, and servants all went, too. 
They walked, and walked, and
walked.  At last they came to their new
home.  It was called Canaan. 
Everyone was happy to be there! 
Abram built an altar in Canaan.  He
thanked God for leading him to his
new home.


God took care of Abram, Sarai,
and Lot in Canaan.  Soon there were
many more sheep and camels.  There
were so many sheep and camels that


the shepherds and servants
could not find room for them.  The
shepherds and servants started
to argue and fight.  Abram did
not like the arguing.  He did not
like the fighting.  He wanted his
new home to be peaceful.


 Abram had an idea. 
Canaan was a big land.  He
could live in one part.  Lot could
live in another part.  Abram and
Lot looked at the big new land. 
The best land was on the right. 
There was a river.  There was
green grass.  There were large
cities.  On the left there were just
trees and fields.  Abram told Lot
to choose first.  Lot chose the best
land.  He took his sheep, camels,
shepherds, and servants to the
green grass near the river and
the cities.  Abram took his sheep,
camels, shepherds, and servants
to the trees and fields.   The
arguing and fighting stopped. 
Everyone was happy again.


God was happy Abram was
in his new home.  He reminded
Abram about His promises.  God
promised all of Canaan would
belong to Abram some day.  He
promised Abram would have as
many children and grandchildren
as the dust of the earth.  Abram
believed God’s promises.  God
kept His promises!
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Activity One - Review: Draw a happy face if the sentence tells about
something that makes God happy.  Draw a sad face if the sentence tells about
something that makes God sad.


1. Abram worshiped God.


2. People worshiped the moon god.


3. Abram did what God told him to do.


4. Abram thanked God for leading him to his new home.


5. The shepherds and servants argued and fought.


6. Abram told Lot to choose first.


7. Lot chose the best land.


8. Abram believed God’s promises.


Activity Two - Tell how God takes care of you in your home.  Draw a picture of
your home.
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God’s hand in Abram’s life led him to 
earthly and eternal treasures.


God’s hand supports and saves those who put their 
faith and trust in Him.


Passage


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out
to the place which he would afterward receive as an inheritance.  
And he went out.”


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 1, 4


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
All my need.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank you for taking care of Abram in his new home.  Help me to


remember that you promise to take care of me, too.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Abraham Called - Level 2       6/15/04


Call of Abram/Abram & Lot
Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18
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The Story
God promises to support and


bless those who love and trust in him. 
Today we will learn about a man
who put his faith and trust in the Lord. 
His name was Abram.


Abram was a man who
believed in the Lord.  He lived in Ur. 
He lived with his wife Sarai and
nephew Lot.  Abram and Sarai had
no children.


The land where Abram lived
had many people who worshiped
idols.  The idols were made out of
wood or stone.


One day the Lord came to talk
to Abram.  The Lord said, “ Leave
your home in Ur and go to a land
that I will show you.  I will bless you
and make your name great.  I will
make your family the size of a great
nation.”


Abram did not know anything
about the land the Lord wanted him
to live in, but he listened to the Lord. 
Abram believed the Lord’s promises. 
He knew that the Lord would keep
His Word.


Abram gathered everything
that he owned, his wife, and Lot.  He
left Ur and the rest of his family for
the land the Lord promised to him.


Abram traveled for many days
and came to the land of Canaan. 
The Lord came to Abram and said,
“This is the land I will give to you and
your family.”  Abram believed the
Lord and built an altar to worship
Him.


The Lord blessed Abram with


many sheep, cows, and camels. 
Abram also had silver and gold.  Lot
also had many sheep, cows, and
camels.  Abram and Lot had so
many animals that sometimes it was
hard to find enough food and water
for the animals.  Many times Abram’s
shepherds and Lot’s shepherds
would argue for the best land for the
animals.


Abram heard about the
arguing.  He talked to Lot and said,
“We should not argue about pasture
for our sheep, cows, and camels.  I
have a plan.  Look at all of the land
before you.  You choose the place
where you want to live.  I will take
my shepherds and animals in the
opposite direction.”


Lot chose the best land near
the Jordan River for himself.  There
was plenty of pasture and water for
his animals.  Lot’s decision to take
the best land was not wise.  He lived
near the city of Sodom.  The people
who lived in Sodom were very
wicked.


Abram took the land that Lot
did not choose.  The land Abram
lived on did not look like the best,
but the Lord blessed Abram.  The
Lord came to Abram and said, “I will
give all the land that you see to you
and your family.  The people in your
family will be so many that no one
will be able to count them.”


Abram believed the Lord’s
promise and he built an altar to
worship the Lord.
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Activity One - Discuss the following questions.


1. What promises did the Lord make to Abram?


2. What happened between Abram’s and Lot’s shepherds?


3. What was Abram’s plan?


4. In whom did Abram put his love and trust?


Activity Two - Put the following events of the story in order. Place the numbers 1-5 in
the blanks before the sentences to show the correct order.


_______ Lot chose the land near the Jordan River.


_______ The Lord told Abram to leave his home and go to a new land.


_______ Abram’s shepherds and Lot’s shepherds were arguing.


_______ Abram gathered everything that he owned and left Ur.


_______ Abram came up with a plan.


Activity Three - Read the passage below and answer the question.


Hebrews 11:8  “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out
to the place which he would afterward receive as an inheritance. ‘And


he went out…’”


How did Abram show that he trusted in the Lord?
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God’s hand in Abram’s life led him to 
earthly and eternal treasures.


God’s hand supports and saves those who put their 
faith and trust in Him.


Passage


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to
the place which he would afterward receive as an inheritance.  


And he went out.”


Matthew 10:37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not
worthy of Me.”


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 1, 4


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
All my need.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for taking care of Abram in his new home.  Help me


to remember that you promise to take care of me, too.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Abraham Called - Level 3       6/15/04


Call of Abram/Abram & Lot
Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18


 


If you were going on a “road trip” what would you use to
help you plan?


Maps and directions help us to find our way, especially in
areas that are new to us.  In today’s story the Lord provides the
map and the directions and tells Abram “Go!”.


Prayer 
God of Abram and my God also in Jesus, thank You for being with
me today.  Guide me as I study Your wonders.  Through Jesus
Christ, my Savior.  Amen.


Promises to Abram
Now the LORD had said to Abram:


"Get out of your country, From your family
And from your father's house, To a land
that I will show you. {2} I will make you a
great nation; I will bless you And make
your name great; And you shall be a
blessing. {3} I will bless those who bless
you, And I will curse him who curses you;
And in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed." 


{4} So Abram departed as the LORD
had spoken to him, and Lot went with him.
And Abram was seventy-five years old
when he departed from Haran. {5} Then
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother's son, and all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people
whom they had acquired in Haran, and
they departed to go to the land of
Canaan. So they came to the land of
Canaan. 


{6} Abram passed through the land
to the place of Shechem, as far as the
terebinth tree of Moreh. And the
Canaanites were then in the land. {7} Then
the LORD appeared to Abram and said,
"To your descendants I will give this land."


And there he built an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. 


{8} And he moved from there to the
mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched
his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east; there he built an altar to the
LORD and called on the name of the
LORD. {9} So Abram journeyed, going on
still toward the South.


{1} Then Abram went up from Egypt,
he and his wife and all that he had, and
Lot with him, to the South. {2} Abram was
very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 


{3} And he went on his journey from
the South as far as Bethel, to the place
where his tent had been at the beginning,
between Bethel and Ai, {4} to the place of
the altar which he had made there at first.
And there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. 


{5} Lot also, who went with Abram,
had flocks and herds and tents. {6} Now
the land was not able to support them,
that they might dwell together, for their
possessions were so great that they could
not dwell together. {7} And there was strife
between the herdsmen of Abram's
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livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's
livestock. The Canaanites and the
Perizzites then dwelt in the land. 


{8} So Abram said to Lot, "Please let
there be no strife between you and me,
and between my herdsmen and your
herdsmen; for we are brethren. {9} "Is not
the whole land before you? Please
separate from me. If you take the left,
then I will go to the right; or, if you go to
the right, then I will go to the left."


{10} And Lot lifted his eyes and saw
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered everywhere (before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt
as you go toward Zoar. {11} Then Lot chose
for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from
each other. {12} Abram dwelt in the land
of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of


the plain and pitched his tent even as far
as Sodom. {13} But the men of Sodom
were exceedingly wicked and sinful
against the LORD. 


{14} And the LORD said to Abram,
after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your
eyes now and look from the place where
you are; northward, southward, eastward,
and westward; {15} "for all the land which
you see I give to you and your
descendants forever. {16} "And I will make
your descendants as the dust of the earth;
so that if a man could number the dust of
the earth, then your descendants also
could be numbered. {17} "Arise, walk in the
land through its length and its width, for I
give it to you." 


{18} Then Abram moved his tent,
and went and dwelt by the terebinth trees
of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built
an altar there to the LORD.


Outer Aim - God’s hand in Abram’s life led him to earthly and eternal treasures.


What the Story Tells Us – (T)rue or (F)alse. Choose the correct answer.


1. T  or  F God told Abram to travel alone to the a land that God would give 
Abram.


2. T  or  F Abram was seventy-five years old when God told  him to move.
3. T  or  F God promised Abram great riches and honor in the land of promise.


4. T  or  F Abram settled in the area between Bethel and Ai.


5. T  or  F The first thing Abram did was build an altar.


6. T  or  F The Lord blessed Abram with much wealth because of Abram’s faith.


7. T  or  F A strife between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot was over pasture 
land for the flocks.


8. T  or  F Abram put Lot first and offered him the choice of land to settle in.


9. T  or  F Lot settled in Shechem because the pasture land was very rich 
there.


10. T  or  F God scolded Abram for not keeping the best for himself.
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Inner Aim - God’s hand supports and saves those who put their 
faith and trust in Him.


What God Tells Us - Unscramble the letters to complete the sentences.


1. The world that we live in is full of __________ (nsi) and _________ (viel).  


2. Though we live in this world we should not be __________ (ciwkde).


3. Abram followed the Lord’s commands, we __________ (oulshd) too.


4. We must ____________ (ustrt) in the Lord’s ____________ (rmispeos).


5. As God led Abram to Canaan He will lead us to ___________ (eveanh).


Passages
Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your


heart.”


Psalm 37:5 “Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”
Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which
he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”


Hymn - Read and sing TLH #429. The writer of this hymn reminds us over and over of things that the
Lord showed Abram.  It is the Lord who guides us through our earthly pilgrimage.  It is the Lord who will
protect us along the way. Finally, the Lord will steer us into our heavenly home that He has prepared
for us. Think about Abram and his journey as you go along on your journey through life. Then, in the
space at the right of the hymn verse, write examples from life that might fit the words of the hymn. Ask
your teacher for some examples.


Real Life Examples
Lord, Thee I love with all my heart;
I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share,
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in Thee no one could shake.
Thou art the Portion I have sought;
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, My God and Lord, 
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.
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Yea, Lord, ‘twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace
And serve and help my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile,
Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, My God and Lord, My God and Lord, 
In death Thy comfort still afford.


Lord, let at last Thine angels come,
To Abram’s bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me
That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face,
My Savior and my Fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.


Prayer
God of Abram and my God in Jesus, I thank You for introducing me today to Abram, one of my
wonderful grandfathers whom I will get to know better in our heavenly Canaan.  Thank You for leading
him onward and forward in his life so that he could stay close to You and learn to depend on You
always.  Do so for me, too, please, in Jesus’ name. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament                                Abram Called - Level 4      6/12/06


Call of Abram/Abram & Lot
Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18


 


For what could this truck be used?


Has your family ever had to move to a new location? If
you moved, how would people treat you; what might they
think of you and your family?


When we arrive at a new location, we are faced with
situations that can be scary.
In our story today God tells Abram to move.  Abram trusted God and went as directed. From
Abram’s move, we will learn how we are to treat others, both family and strangers, as we
sojourn here on earth.


Prayer 
God of Abram and my heavenly Father, guide me as I study Your Word.  Help me to
understand and learn from the lessons that You used to guide my forefathers.  Show me the
truths that You shared with them so that I my pattern my life to know the way to You, through
Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Amen.


Promises to Abram: Genesis 12:1-9 and 13:1-18


Now the LORD had said to Abram:
"Get out of your country, From your family
And from your father's house, To a land
that I will show you. {2} I will make you a
great nation; I will bless you And make your
name great; And you shall be a blessing.
{3} I will bless those who bless you, And I will
curse him who curses you; And in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed." 


{4} So Abram departed as the LORD
had spoken to him, and Lot went with him.
And Abram was seventy-five years old
when he departed from Haran. {5} Then
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his
brother's son, and all their possessions that
they had gathered, and the people whom
they had acquired in Haran, and they


departed to go to the land of Canaan. So
they came to the land of Canaan. 


{6} Abram passed through the land
to the place of Shechem, as far as the
terebinth tree of Moreh. And the
Canaanites were then in the land. {7} Then
the LORD appeared to Abram and said,
"To your descendants I will give this land."
And there he built an altar to the LORD,
who had appeared to him. 


{8} And he moved from there to the
mountain east of Bethel, and he pitched
his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east; there he built an altar to the
LORD and called on the name of the
LORD. {9} So Abram journeyed, going on
still toward the South.
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Then Abram went up from Egypt, he
and his wife and all that he had, and Lot
with him, to the South. {2} Abram was very
rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 


{3} And he went on his journey from
the South as far as Bethel, to the place
where his tent had been at the beginning,
between Bethel and Ai, {4} to the place of
the altar which he had made there at first.
And there Abram called on the name of
the LORD. 


{5} Lot also, who went with Abram,
had flocks and herds and tents. {6} Now
the land was not able to support them,
that they might dwell together, for their
possessions were so great that they could
not dwell together. {7} And there was strife
between the herdsmen of Abram's
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's
livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites
then dwelt in the land. 


{8} So Abram said to Lot, "Please let
there be no strife between you and me,
and between my herdsmen and your
herdsmen; for we are brethren. {9} "Is not
the whole land before you? Please


 separate from me. If you take the left,
then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the
right, then I will go to the left."


{10} And Lot lifted his eyes and saw
all the plain of Jordan, that it was well
watered everywhere (before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah) like the
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt
as you go toward Zoar. {11} Then Lot chose
for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot
journeyed east. And they separated from
each other. {12} Abram dwelt in the land
of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of
the plain and pitched his tent even as far
as Sodom. {13} But the men of Sodom were
exceedingly wicked and sinful against the
LORD. 


{14} And the LORD said to Abram,
after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your
eyes now and look from the place where
you are; northward, southward, eastward,
and westward; {15} "for all the land which
you see I give to you and your
descendants forever. {16} "And I will make
your descendants as the dust of the earth;
so that if a man could number the dust of
the earth, then your descendants also
could be numbered. {17} "Arise, walk in the
land through its length and its width, for I
give it to you." 


{18} Then Abram moved his tent, and
went and dwelt by the terebinth trees of
Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an
altar there to the LORD.


Outer Aim - God’s hand in Abram’s life led him to earthly and eternal treasures.


What the Story Tells Us – (T)rue or (F)alse. Circle the correct answer.


1. T  or  F God told Abram to travel alone to the a land that God would give              
       him.


2. T  or  F Abram was seventy-five years old when God told  him to move.
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3. T  or  F God promised Abram great riches and honor in the land of promise.


4. T  or  F Abram settled in the area between Bethel and Ai.


5. T  or  F The first thing Abram did was build an altar.


6. T  or  F The Lord blessed Abram with much wealth because of Abram’s faith.


7. T  or  F A strife between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot was over pasture              
                land for the flocks.


8. T  or  F Abram put Lot first and offered him the choice of land to settle in.


9. T  or  F Lot settled in Shechem because the pasture land was very rich                     
         there.


10. T  or  F God scolded Abram for not keeping the best for himself.


Inner Aim - God’s hand supports and saves those who put their 
faith and trust in Him.


What God Tells Us - Some thoughts to consider.


1. Leaving home and going away to school or moving to a new location is not easy. 
Letting the Lord guide you while you live here on earth is very rewarding.  Give some
examples.


2. Satan looks for opportunities of broken family ties and selfish separations.  As Christians
we must make sure that wherever we live here on earth we trust in the Lord to protect
us.  We are never alone.  What are some of the things we can do to stay strong in the
Lord?


3. As we wander through this life we must remember that we are children of God.  How
we behave, treat others, dress, and talk tells those around us about us and about our
faith in God.  We must make sure that we live and function as children of God.  Give
some examples of how dress and speech can be offensive to the Lord and what we
can do about this problem. 


4. A child of God lets people know that God is first in his life, always, everywhere.  We will
want to call on God’s name for help and live not in a careless, non-respectful way. 
What are some ways in which individuals can relieve stress without taking the name of
the Lord in vain?
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5. Abram allowed Lot to choose where he wanted to live even though it all was
promised to Abram.  We need to remember that everything on earth belongs to our
heavenly Father and He is allowing us to be part of it.  List several ways in which we
can share with others the things that we have.


6. As a child of God we want to share the great news of our Savior from sin.  Everywhere
Abram went he built an altar to the Lord and called upon Him name.  What are some
things that we can do to help spread the great news of salvation for all men?


Passages


Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.”


Psalm 37:5 “Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”


Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which
he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”


Luke 18:29-30 “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or
brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many


times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”


1 Peter 2:11-12  “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which
war against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify


God in the day of visitation.”
Hymn - Read over hymn 586 verses 1, 4, and 7.  Remember we are only sojourners here on
earth.  Our home is heaven.  While we live here may we always live lives pleasing to our
heavenly Father.


A pilgrim and a stranger, 
I journey here below;
Far distant is my country, 
The home to which I go,
Here I must toil and travail,
Oft weary and opprest;
But there my God shall lead me


            To everlasting rest.


Who would share Abraham’s blessing
Must Abraham’s path pursue,
A stranger and a pilgrim,
Like him, must journey thro’.
The foes must be encountered,
The dangers must be passed;
A faithful soldier only
Receives the crown at last.


There I shall dwell forever,
No more a parting guest,
With all Thy blood-bought children
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In everlasting rest,
The pilgrim conflicts o’er,
All earthly griefs behind me,
Eternal joys before.


Prayer


God of Abram and my God in Jesus, I thank You for introducing me today to Abram, one of
my wonderful grandfathers whom I will get to know better in our heavenly Canaan.  Thank
You for leading him onward and forward in his life so that he could stay close to You and
learn to depend on You always.  Do so for me, too, please, in Jesus’ name. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
Old Testament Abram Called/Isaac Promised - Preschool 9/23/05


Call of Abram/The Promise of Isaac
Genesis 12:1-9, 13:1-18; 15 - 18:15


 


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


The Call of Abram
The LORD had said to Abram, "Get out of


your country and away from your family and go to
a land that I will show you. Many children will
come from your family and I will make them into a
great nation. In you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed because Jesus, the Savior of the
world, will come from your family." 


So Abram left his home and his family as the
LORD had asked him to do. Lot, his nephew, and
Sarai, his wife, went with him. They went to the
land of Canaan.


Again the LORD appeared to Abram and
said, "To your family I will give this land." There
Abram built an altar to the LORD and worshiped
the LORD. 


Abram was very rich in servants, animals,
silver, and gold. Lot also was rich. Abram and Lot
had to live in different parts of Canaan because
they had many servants and animals.


Abram worshiped the LORD God.
God's Promises a Son to Abram 


The LORD again came to Abram in a vision,
saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward."


Abram said, "Lord GOD, I have no children."


Then the LORD brought Abram outside and
said, "Look now toward heaven, and try to count
the stars. You will have this many in your family."
Abram believed in the LORD and His promise.


Another time the LORD came to Abram
when he was ninety-nine years old. The LORD said,
"Your name shall now be Abraham, for I have
made you a father of many nations. Your family
will be as many as the sand in the sea. From your
family the Savior of all people will be born. Your
wife’s name will be Sarah and she will have a son
and you shall call his name Isaac." 


Strangers Visit and a Son Is Promised 
Abraham was sitting in the tent door


one day and saw that three men were
standing near him.  He ran to meet them
and invited them for a meal. Theses men
were angels, but Abraham did not know
that.


So Abraham hurried and had a meal
prepared and then served it to them. As
the men were sitting there they promised
Abraham that in one year he and Sarah
would have a son. Abraham would be one
hundred and Sarah would be ninety. Sarah
was listening in the tent door and when she
heard this she laughed.


God keeps all His promises.


Our faith is strengthened by God’s
repeated promises in His Word.


Passage
Hebrews 11:8 “By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to go out to the place
which he would afterward receive as an
inheritance.”


Hymn - TLH 428, v. 1


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.
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Classroom Activity - Stars in the Sky & Sand on the Ground
Have the children stick many sticker stars or make glitter glue
dots in the sky and color or glue sand on the ground to remind
them of the promises the LORD gave Abraham. Color the
special star and Baby Jesus, Who would also come from
Abraham’s family. 
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Circle Activity
Have the children circle Abraham with a BLUE crayon; circle Sarah with a RED crayon; circle
the angels with a GREEN crayon.


Discuss these questions:
What is Abraham doing? (Giving them food.)
Who are the three men sitting down? (Angels)
What did they tell Abraham? (In 1 year he and Sarah will have a son named Isaac.)
What is Sarah doing? (Laughing)
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Classroom Art Activity - God’s Promises Necklace
Color the circle with the message. Glue it to stiff paper or cardboard and cut out. Punch a
hole and string it on a ribbon or yarn to make a necklace. You
may want to decorate with glitter glue also.


Prayer
Dear Jesus,


Thank You for taking care of Abraham in his new home.  Help me to remember that
You promise to take care of me, too. Thank You for promising and sending Jesus to save all
people. Amen.
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God gets Abram started in a new life - Genesis 12:1-9 and 13:1-18


TEACHER PRAYER
O LORD, God of Abraham and my God due to Your favor given me in Jesus Christ, I adore You for
getting Your plan of salvation moving forward by salvaging Abram from his heathen background.
Always help me to present You to my students as You really are: full of generous compassion to those
lost in the sinfulness of their human nature, and willing to put Your hand out to lead and nurture
people like me. I praise You for this now and forever. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Place names such as Bethel, Ai, Negev, Zoar should be located on a map.


OUTER AIM
God's hand in Abram's life led him to earthly prosperity and eternal treasures.


INNER AIM
God's hand supports and saves those who put their trust (faith) in Him.


BACKGROUND
( cf. also Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp.46-53)
The titanic event of the Flood had faded in memory and its lesson lost; within two hundred years the
human race had deserted God's grace to Noah and had suffered its confrontation with Him at Babel. In
the fallout, family units became tribal sheikdoms in the Mid-East. Abram was born in Mesopotamia
(Ur of the Chaldeans), in the tenth generation after the Deluge. Abram married his half-sister Sarai;
his brother Nahor married a neice Milcah, daughter of the other brother Haran, who died early,
leaving his boy Lot in the care of uncle Abram. Terah and tribe left their homeland for Canaan,
arriving at a place 600 miles NW from Ur and 400 miles NE of Canaan, naming the place Haran in
memory of the deceased son. What prompted a family of idolaters (Joshua 24:2) to emigrate into the
unknown? Perhaps it was due to a carry-over influence from Noah. Abram could have heard the
account of the Deluge directly from Shem, who in turn had learned the account of Adam and the
Garden from Methuselah. It is important to us to know what God DID with Abram; Scripture is
replete with references to this man who stands as the premier example of God's ways with sinners--the
way of salvation prompted by God's grace (without human deserving), produced by the Seed of
Abraham, and received by faith (without
human contributions).


Following are notes on verses of the account from Genesis 12:1-9 plus entire chapter 13.
v.1
(The KJV helping verb "had" is intended to harmonize with Acts 7:2.) This is Jehovah Who thrust His
hand into a heathen family and reactivated His salvage operation for victims of Satan.
Three levels of sacrifice are here required of Abram: separation from his homeland, from his tribal
relatives, and from his father's household. All this was in Abram's best interests, of course, so that he
be rescued from idolatrous influences (Satan's hands). For all these perceived losses, God
compensated with His blessings for Abram's well-being.
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vv.2-3
Seven blessings are poured out on Abram and on others via Abram:
- God will make of Abram a great (earthly) nation
- God will bless him personally, in earthly and eternal ways
- God will make his name great (Gal.3:6-9)
- "And be thou a blessing" - he should do what he could to benefit others
- God will bless those that bless him - whoever treats him well will be favored by God
- God will curse him that curses Abram - his personal favor with God makes his enemy to be God's enemy
- God will bless all the families of the earth in and through Abram
This closing blessing surpasses the others because it reaches out to all sinners of all time; thus the saving effect
of Messiah intends to go beyond Jewry with no racial, geographic, or time limits. (cf. John 8:56 and Mt.8:11)
v.4
Abram's faith-living produced obedience; his nephew shared in this venture of faith into the unknown. At age
75, Abram was "middle-aged," a time to settle down , but off they went on a 350 mile journey with servants and
flocks.
v.5
Abram as patriarch was respected; his household had already become prosperous; Canaan had also been the
goal of his father Terah; Abram walked "by faith, not by sight" toward whatever God had in store for him
(cf.Heb.11:8).
v.6
The first locale worthy of record is Shechem in the center of Canaan, 34 miles N of Jerusalem; everywhere they
encamped they were the foreigners in a land farmed and ranched by resident Canaanite tribes. No directions
came from Jehovah as to how Abram was to cope with them.
v.7
It was time for Jehovah to become more specific about Abram's property rights in Canaan. God let him know
that it was intended for his descendants ("seed"). Abram wanted to thank God and give a public testimony to his
God's mercies (already received as well as pending) by building this altar, a place of worship to Jehovah.
v.8
Onward to Luz, ten miles N of Jerusalem; It received the name Bethel ("house of God") from Jacob. Again
Abram gave public testimony to his God amidst the heathen Canaanites.
v.9
As nomads did, he regularly "pulled up stakes," moving southward to the Nebev, an arid region (where little
noteworthy seems to happen in today's news).


Ch. 13, the entire chapter brings us back again into Abram's God-promised homeland.
vv.1-4
Following his dismissal in disgrace from Pharaoh, Abram with retinue returned to the southern section of
Canaan, back to the site marked by the altar, where Abram felt prompted again to "call on the name of the
LORD." (cf. Gen. 4:26; this phrase means public worship of Jehovah.)
vv. 5-7
The flocks, etc. of Lot were distinct from Abram's, and due to expansion they could no longer coexist on the
same range. The shortage of resources would also affect the resident population.
vv.8-9
Abram took the lead in offering a brotherly solution that would benefit both; it would mean, however, that they
separate, an unwelcome prospect for Abram whose only "seed" at present was Lot. Knowing that the LORD
would not let him be the loser, Abram gave Lot freedom to choose the direction of his own future.
vv.10-11
Lot made a selfish choice, and they separated--family ties broken, futures divergent.
vv.13-14
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The problem was--as it always is--that bad companions corrupt good morals. Lot's soul was endangered by
people "exceedingly wicked and sinful against the LORD" as his companions and friends. The LORD did not
permit Abram towonder if this was a change in His blueprint.
vv.15-16
On the contrary, regardless of Lot's actions, God had put Abram's name on the entire map; this was Abram's
personal land (a new detail) and was to belong to his progeny "a long time"-- another detail added to the
promise of 1:7.
As to Abram's potential "seed," he would have progeny "as the dust of the earth"; that is, innumerable. In this
we see a reference not to the Jewish race, but to the Christian Church, the true sons and daughters of Abram,
who from Adam to the last Day are Abram's seed (Gal. 3:29).
vv.17-18
God wanted Abram to experience his new homeland so as to embrace it totally, with all his senses. So as this
man of faith walked also by sight into the reality of God's promises, he again stopped to honor Him and
publicly praise Him.


STUDENT PRAYER
God of Abraham and my God also in Jesus, I thank You for introducing me today to Abraham, one of my
wonderful grandfathers whom I will get to know better in our heavenly Canaan. Thanks for leading him onward
and forward in his life so that he could stay close to You and learn to depend on You always. Do so for me, too,
please, in Jesus' name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
• As introduction: does the student know anyone who has taken a vacation/tourinst trip to Palestine? It's


called the state of Israel today, though it is NOT God's Israel at all. Tourism there is not a new thing;
Abram did it too, but only because the LORD told him to go there and look it over, end-to-end and side-to-
side, for it was going to belong to him and his children. So his tour was a sightseeing trip to get acquainted
with his new homeland. More importantly, other things God told him affect us today: especially the news
that he would have innumerable "children" and that God would channel His best blessings to the whole
human race through this one person, the "father of all believers" in God's Christmas gift for sinners.


• Because place names are sprinkled throughout the account, here's the time to help students develop a map
sense of Bible lands. Use a large chart or overhead projector. An outline map of Wisconsin or other state
(New Jersey is comparably sized) superimposed on a projection of Canaan will provide a sense of
comparative distances and spaces.


• Have students check other Scriptural references to Abraham in the New Testament in order to gain a fuller
impression of his value to us.


APPLICATIONS
1.  Nobody with any heart of love will choose to separate from his mother and father for a selfish or trivial


reason. It's only the heart of love for Jesus that can do so IF AND WHEN that becomes necessary in order
to be faithful to Him and to protect oneself from Satan's errors. That's why the CLC came into existence
(Luke 19:29-30, Rom.16:17-18).


2. When we live and function as God's children, we become channels for His blessings to our neighbors and
friends, because God favors those who favor us. On the other hand, anyone who is hostile to God's child
gets into trouble with Jehovah Himself.


3. Public worship and personal testimony as to the Savior are ways of bringing salvation within reach of lost
souls. "Calling on the name of the Lord" is the exact opposite of using His name in a careless, non-
respectful way. A child of God lets people know that's the way he lives.


4. A child of God can afford to be generous with friends, relatives, neighbors, and strangers. And that's simply
because we CANNOT be losers by loving others as our Savior did.
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5.  Especially troublesome for youngsters is the problem of peer pressure. Just as germs spread by contact, so
do bad morals, sinful attitudes, ungodly talking, dirty jokes, etc. Choose your friends as if your life
depended on it!


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Hebrews 11:8 - By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would afterward
receive as an inheritance. And he went out....
Matthew 10:37 -"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of me."
John 8:56 - "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it, and was glad."


Middle any of the above and...
Luke 12:29-30 "Assuredly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or
children for the sake of the kingdom of God who shall not receive many times more in this present time, and in
the age to come everlasting life."
Galatians 3:29 - And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 16:17 - Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine
which you have learned, and avoid them.
I Peter 2:11-12 - Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles....


HYMN CHOICES
"I'm But a Stranger Here" (TLH #660, 1-4)
"God Bless Our Native Land" (TLH #577, 1-2)
"Lo, Many Shall Come from the East and the West" (TLH #415)
"Lord, Thee I Love with All My heart" (TLH #429)
"A Pilgrim and a Stranger" (TLH #586, 1.4.7)
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The Story


The LORD leads His children in their lives
to do what He wants them to do. In this story
you will see how He brought two strangers
together so that the Lord might keep a very
important promise.


Abraham was getting very old. He
wanted his son Isaac to get married. 
Abraham told his servant to get a wife for his
son Isaac, but not from the unbelieving
Canaanites, who lived in the land.  Abraham
told the servant to go back to the land where
Abraham’s  family still lived, many miles away. 
There the servant was to choose a wife for
Isaac.  “The Lord will help you,” Abraham said.


The servant promised to do what
Abraham told him to do. He loaded ten
camels with many wonderful things and
traveled many miles to a city called Nahor in
the land of Mesopotamia. It was in the
evening when he got there.  The servant
made his camels lie down by the well outside
of the city. He knew that the women of the
city would come to the well in the evening to
get water. He also knew that he needed the
Lord’s help to find the right woman to be
Isaac’s wife.  So the servant prayed and
asked God for a sign.  He said, “Lord, please be
kind to me and help me find the woman You
want to be Isaac’s wife. When the women
come to get water I will ask them for a drink.
Let the young woman who gives me a drink
and also offers water for my camels, be the
woman You have chosen for Isaac.” Before
the servant finished praying, a beautiful
young woman, named Rebekah, came to the
well and filled her pitcher. The servant asked
her for a drink and she said, “Drink sir.” After he
drank his water, she said, “Now I will also get
some water for your camels.”


The servant watched her water
his camels and wondered if this could
be the woman God wanted Isaac to
marry.  When the camels had finished
drinking water, the servant gave
Rebekah a beautiful gold nose ring and
two gold bracelets. He asked who she
was and if there was room at her
father’s house for him and his camels to
stay with them. Rebekah told him that
she was Nahor’s granddaughter and
that there was room for him to stay at
their home. The servant knew that
Nahor was Abraham’s brother. 
Immediately the servant bowed his
head and thanked God for leading him
to Abraham’s family. Rebekah ran
home to tell her family what had
happened at the well. Then her brother
Laban came back to the well and
invited the servant to come and stay in
their home and to eat with them. But,
before the servant would eat, he
wanted to tell Laban why he had 
come so far to find them  and what
had happened at the well.   After
Laban and Rebekah’s father heard all
that the servant said, they answered,
“This is the Lord’s doing. Here is
Rebekah. Take her and go. Let her be
your master’s son’s wife.” The servant
was so happy and thankful to God for
helping him find Rebekah that he
bowed down and worshiped God. Then
he gave jewelry and clothes to
Rebekah and many precious things to
her family.


The very next morning the
servant wanted to leave. Rebekah’s
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family did not want her to leave so soon. They
asked if she could stay for a few more days.
The servant said they must leave right away.
Laban asked Rebekah if she would go and she
said that she would.  Rebekah’s family prayed
for her. Then Rebekah and the servant left.


Many days later Isaac was out walking
in the fields. He looked up and saw the camels
coming. He walked out to meet them.
Rebekah saw Isaac coming to meet them
and asked the servant who he was. The
servant told her it was his master, Isaac.
Rebekah took a veil and covered her face.
The servant told Isaac all the things that had
happened on his long trip. Then Isaac took


 Rebekah as his wife and he loved her.
God had promised that He would


send a Savior Who would take away
the sins of the whole world. God had
promised Abraham that the Savior
would come from his family. Because
Isaac was Abraham and Sarah’s son
the Savior would come from Isaac’s
family too. It was important that Isaac
marry a woman who believed in the
Savior as Isaac did. The Lord led the
servant to Rebekah because she was
the special person He chose to marry
Isaac. The Savior would come from their
family.


The LORD led Isaac and Rebekah into marriage for His saving purposes.


Activity One - Use the picture on page 1 for these activities.


1. Draw a circle around each person who trusted in the Lord for help.


2. Put a gold nose ring and two gold bracelets on the person the Lord wanted Isaac to
marry.


Activity Two - Circle YES if the answer is true. Circle NO if the answer is false.


1. YES    NO The servant trusted in Abraham to help him find Isaac’s wife.


2. YES    NO Rebekah wanted to marry Isaac because she knew Isaac was
rich.


3. YES    NO Isaac wanted to obey his father and marry the girl his father
chose for him.


4. YES    NO The servant thanked God for helping him find the right woman
to marry Isaac.


5. YES    NO Someday Jesus would come from Isaac and Rebekah’s family.


6. YES    NO We should trust in the Lord to help us with all of our problems.
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7. YES    NO The Lord will help us find someone to marry when we are old
enough.


8. YES    NO We should only obey our parents when we like what they tell us
to do.


9. YES    NO We should thank God every day for everything He does for us.


10. YES    NO Jesus was born to save us all from our sins.


In order to carry forward the family tree of the Seed/Savior, the LORD joined
Isaac with Rebekah.


Passages


Romans 8:31b “If God is for us, who can be against us?”


Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with promise:


that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”


Hymn - TLH #625 v.2


Oh, blest that house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind
To trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
We need You to lead us. Please show us the right way to go and the right


things to do all our lives. Thank you for mothers and fathers and for giving us
Christian friends. We love them and we love You.  Amen.
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Activity Three - Cut out the rocks from the bottom of this page that show us how God
keeps us on the path to heaven. Glue them below starting from when you were born and
ending at the word “HEAVEN”. You will not use all the rocks.


Our pathway to heaven is long and sometimes not easy. 
The LORD will lead us on our way.


HEAVEN
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The Story


The LORD leads His children in their
lives to do what He wants them to do. In
this story you will see how He brought two
strangers together so that the Lord might
keep a very important promise.


Abraham was getting very old. The
Lord had blessed Abraham in all things. 
Now Abraham knew it was time for his son
Isaac to get married.  He wanted a wife
for Isaac who believed in the Savior. 
Abraham told his oldest servant that it
would be his job to find a wife for Isaac,
but not from the unbelieving Canaanites,
who lived in the land. Abraham made the
servant promise that he would find Isaac a
wife from Abraham’s own family.  That
meant that the servant would have to
travel many miles to go where Abraham’s
family still lived.   “The Lord will help you,”
Abraham said.


The servant promised to do what
Abraham told him to do. He loaded ten
camels with many wonderful things and
traveled many miles to a city called Nahor
in the land Mesopotamia. It was in the
evening when he got there.  The servant
made his camels lie down by the well
outside of the city. He knew that the
women of the city would come to the well
in the evening to get water. He also knew
that he needed the Lord’s help to find the
right woman to be Isaac’s wife.  So the
servant prayed and asked God for a sign. 
He said, “Lord, please be kind to me and
help me find the woman You want to be
Isaac’s wife. When the women come to
get water I will ask them for a drink. Let the
young woman who gives me a drink and
also offers water for my camels, be the
woman You have chosen for Isaac.”
Before the servant finished praying, a


beautiful young woman, named
Rebekah, came to the well and filled
her pitcher. The servant asked her for
a drink and she said, “Drink sir.” After
he drank his water, she said, “Now I
will also get some water for your
camels.”


The servant watched her water
his camels and wondered if this
could be the woman God wanted
Isaac to marry.  When the camels
had finished drinking water, the
servant gave Rebekah a beautiful
gold nose ring and two gold
bracelets. He asked who she was
and if her family had room at her
father’s house for him and his camels
to stay with them. Rebekah told him
that she was Nahor’s
granddaughter. (Nahor was
Abraham’s brother.)  She also told
him they had room and plenty of
food.  The servant immediately
bowed his head and thanked God
for leading him to Abraham’s family.
Rebekah ran home to tell her family
what had happened at the well.
Then her brother Laban came back
to the well and invited the servant to
come and stay in their home and to
eat with them. But, the servant would
not eat until he told Laban why he
had come and what had happened
at the well.   When Laban and
Rebekah’s father heard all that the
servant said, they answered, “This is
the Lord’s doing. Here is Rebekah.
Take her and go. Let her be your
master’s son’s wife.” The servant was
so happy and thankful to God for
helping him find Rebekah that he
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bowed down and worshiped God. Then
he gave jewelry and clothes to Rebekah
and many precious things to her family.


The very next morning the servant
wanted to leave. Rebekah’s family did not
want her to leave so soon. They asked if
she could stay for a few more days. The
servant said they must leave right away.
Laban asked Rebekah if she would go and
she said that she would.  Rebekah’s family
prayed for her. Then Rebekah and the
servant left.


Many days later Isaac was out
walking in the fields. He looked up and
saw camels coming. He walked out to
meet them. Rebekah saw Isaac coming to
meet them and asked the servant who he
was. The servant told her it was his master,
Isaac. Rebekah took a veil and covered


her face. The servant told Isaac all
the things that had  happened on his
long trip. Then Isaac took Rebekah
as his wife and he loved her.


God had promised that He
would send a Savior Who would take
away the sins of the whole world.
God had promised Abraham that
the Savior would come from his
family. Because Isaac was Abraham
and Sarah’s son, the Savior would
come from Isaac’s family too. It was
important that Isaac marry a woman
who believed in the Savior as Isaac
did. The Lord led the servant to
Rebekah because she was the
special person He chose to marry
Isaac. The Savior would come from
their family.


The LORD led Isaac and Rebekah into marriage for His saving purposes.


Activity One - Answer the following.


1. Name the people in today’s lesson who trusted in the Lord.


2. Write the words of Abraham to his servant that show Abraham trusted in God.


3. Why did the servant ask the Lord for help in finding the right woman to become
Isaac’s wife?


4. Why was it so important that the servant find a wife for Isaac from among Abraham’s
family?


5. Who was the important Person who would come from Isaac and Rebekah’s family
someday?
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Activity Two - Think about the lessons we learned from today’s story and what they
mean for you today and talk about the following.


1. Whose help do we need as we live our lives on this earth?


2. What did you learn you should do when the Lord has helped you?


3. Isaac obeyed his father. Rebekah respected her parents and her older
brother. What do we learn from these examples?


In order to carry forward the family tree of the Seed/Savior, the LORD
joined Isaac with Rebekah.


Activity Three - Write the words that answer these questions.  Use the WORD BOX.


1. What did Rebekah cover with her veil when she saw Isaac
for the first time?                            


2. What gift did the servant give Rebekah to be worn in her
nose?                             


3. What was the name of the man who was getting married?
_______________


4. What time of day are we told the servant arrived at the
well?                             


5. What was the name of Rebekah’s grandfather?
________________


6. What did the servant want Rebekah to give him?
_______________


7. Rebekah was Laban’s                                       


Now, write the first letter of each word in your answers above, and you will find
that a very special blessing from the Lord is 


Christian                                                              .


Nahor


Ring


Sister


Face


Evening


Drink


Isaac
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Passages


Romans 8:31b  If God is for us, who can be against us?


Matthew 21:22  And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will
receive.


Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
"Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise:


"that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."


---Underline the passage which tells us that God is more powerful than our
enemies.
---Circle the passage that tells us that the Lord has given us our parents to help
guide us in our lives.
---Put a box around the passage that tells us that the Lord wants to help us.


Hymn - TLH #625 v.2


Oh, blest that house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind
To trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
We want to thank You for making us Your children through faith in Jesus. 


We know that even as Your children our pathway to heaven will not always be
easy. We know that we need You to keep us on the right path. Please guide us
in all we say and do. Please give us Christian friends to cheer us while we live,
and one day bring us all safely home to You in heaven, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior. Amen
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Does this look to you like any kind of 
courtship, engagement, or betrothal?


Can you see anything in this picture that
suggests these people are receiving the
Lord’s help?


Prayer


LORD God, Please help us as we study
Your Word today. Help us learn from
Abraham and his servant how we also
should trust You to guide us in all our ways.
Amen.


The Story - Genesis 24


Now Abraham was old, well
advanced in age; and the LORD had
blessed Abraham in all things. {2} So
Abraham said to the oldest servant of his
house, who ruled over all that he had,
"Please, put your hand under my thigh, {3}
"and I will make you swear by the LORD,
the God of heaven and the God of the
earth, that you will not take a wife for my
son from the daughters of the Canaanites,
among whom I dwell; {4} "but you shall go
to my country and to my family, and take
a wife for my son Isaac." 


{5} And the servant said to him,
"Perhaps the woman will not be willing to
follow me to this land. Must I take your son
back to the land from which you came?" 


{6} But Abraham said to him,
"Beware that you do not take my son back


there. {7} "The LORD God of heaven, who
took me from my father's house and from
the land of my family, and who spoke to
me and swore to me, saying, 'To your
descendants I give this land,' He will send
His angel before you, and you shall take a
wife for my son from there. {8} "And if the
woman is not willing to follow you, then you
will be released from this oath; only do not
take my son back there." {9} So the servant
put his hand under the thigh of Abraham
his master, and swore to him concerning
this matter. 


{10} Then the servant took ten of his
master's camels and departed, for all his
master's goods were in his hand. And he
arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the
city of Nahor. {11} And he made his camels
kneel down outside the city by a well of
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water at evening time, the time when
women go out to draw water. {12} Then he
said, "O LORD God of my master Abraham,
please give me success this day, and show
kindness to my master Abraham. {13}
"Behold, here I stand by the well of water,
and the daughters of the men of the city
are coming out to draw water. {14} "Now
let it be that the young woman to whom I
say, 'Please let down your pitcher that I
may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will
also give your camels a drink'; let her be
the one You have appointed for Your
servant Isaac. And by this I will know that
You have shown kindness to my master." 


{15} And it happened, before he
had finished speaking, that behold,
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel, son of
Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's
brother, came out with her pitcher on her
shoulder. {16} Now the young woman was
very beautiful to behold, a virgin; no man
had known her. And she went down to the
well, filled her pitcher, and came up. {17}
And the servant ran to meet her and said,
"Please let me drink a little water from your
pitcher." 


{18} So she said, "Drink, my lord." Then
she quickly let her pitcher down to her
hand, and gave him a drink. {19} And
when she had finished giving him a drink,
she said, "I will draw water for your camels
also, until they have finished drinking." {20}
Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into
the trough, ran back to the well to draw
water, and drew for all his camels. {21} And
the man, wondering at her, remained silent
so as to know whether the LORD had
made his journey prosperous or not. 


{22} So it was, when the camels had
finished drinking, that the man took a
golden nose ring weighing half a shekel,
and two bracelets for her wrists weighing
ten shekels of gold, {23} and said, "Whose
daughter are you? Tell me, please, is there
room in your father's house for us to
lodge?" {24} So she said to him, "I am the


daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's son, whom
she bore to Nahor." {25} Moreover she said
to him, "We have both straw and feed
enough, and room to lodge." 


{26} Then the man bowed down his
head and worshiped the LORD. {27} And
he said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my
master Abraham, who has not forsaken His
mercy and His truth toward my master. As
for me, being on the way, the LORD led
me to the house of my master's brethren."
{28} So the young woman ran and told her
mother's household these things. 


{29} Now Rebekah had a brother
whose name was Laban, and Laban ran
out to the man by the well. {30} So it came
to pass, when he saw the nose ring, and
the bracelets on his sister's wrists, and when
he heard the words of his sister Rebekah,
saying, "Thus the man spoke to me," that
he went to the man. And there he stood
by the camels at the well. {31} And he said,
"Come in, O blessed of the LORD! Why do
you stand outside? For I have prepared the
house, and a place for the camels." 


{32} Then the man came to the
house. And he unloaded the camels, and
provided straw and feed for the camels,
and water to wash his feet and the feet of
the men who were with him. {33} Food was
set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not
eat until I have told about my errand." And
he said, "Speak on." 


{34} So he said, "I am Abraham's
servant. {35} "The LORD has blessed my
master greatly, and he has become great;
and He has given him flocks and herds,
silver and gold, male and female servants,
and camels and donkeys. {36} "And Sarah
my master's wife bore a son to my master
when she was old; and to him he has given
all that he has. {37} "Now my master made
me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife
for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; {38} 'but
you shall go to my father's house and to
my family, and take a wife for my son.' {39}
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"And I said to my master, 'Perhaps the
woman will not follow me.' {40} "But he said
to me, 'The LORD, before whom I walk, will
send His angel with you and prosper your
way; and you shall take a wife for my son
from my family and from my father's house.
{41} 'You will be clear from this oath when
you arrive among my family; for if they will
not give her to you, then you will be
released from my oath.' 


{42} "And this day I came to the well
and said, 'O LORD God of my master
Abraham, if You will now prosper the way
in which I go, {43} 'behold, I stand by the
well of water; and it shall come to pass
that when the virgin comes out to draw
water, and I say to her, "Please give me a
little water from your pitcher to drink," {44}
'and she says to me, "Drink, and I will draw
for your camels also,"; let her be the
woman whom the LORD has appointed for
my master's son.' 


{45} "But before I had finished
speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah,
coming out with her pitcher on her
shoulder; and she went down to the well
and drew water. And I said to her, 'Please
let me drink.' {46} "And she made haste
and let her pitcher down from her
shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will give
your camels a drink also.' So I drank, and
she gave the camels a drink also. {47}
"Then I asked her, and said, 'Whose
daughter are you?' And she said, 'The
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom
Milcah bore to him.' So I put the nose ring
on her nose and the bracelets on her
wrists. {48} "And I bowed my head and
worshiped the LORD, and blessed the
LORD God of my master Abraham, who
had led me in the way of truth to take the
daughter of my master's brother for his son.
{49} "Now if you will deal kindly and truly
with my master, tell me. And if not, tell me,
that I may turn to the right hand or to the
left." 


{50} Then Laban and Bethuel


answered and said, "The thing comes from
the LORD; we cannot speak to you either
bad or good. {51} "Here is Rebekah before
you; take her and go, and let her be your
master's son's wife, as the LORD has
spoken." 


{52} And it came to pass, when
Abraham's servant heard their words, that
he worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to
the earth. {53} Then the servant brought
out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and
clothing, and gave them to Rebekah. He
also gave precious things to her brother
and to her mother. 


{54} And he and the men who were
with him ate and drank and stayed all
night. Then they arose in the morning, and
he said, "Send me away to my master." 


{55} But her brother and her mother
said, "Let the young woman stay with us a
few days, at least ten; after that she may
go." 


{56} And he said to them, "Do not
hinder me, since the LORD has prospered
my way; send me away so that I may go to
my master." 


{57} So they said, "We will call the
young woman and ask her personally." {58}
Then they called Rebekah and said to her,
"Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I
will go." 


{59} So they sent away Rebekah their
sister and her nurse, and Abraham's
servant and his men. {60} And they blessed
Rebekah and said to her: "Our sister, may
you become The mother of thousands of
ten thousands; And may your descendants
possess The gates of those who hate
them."
 {61} Then Rebekah and her maids
arose, and they rode on the camels and
followed the man. So the servant took
Rebekah and departed. 


{62} Now Isaac came from the way
of Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South.
{63} And Isaac went out to meditate in the
field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes
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and looked, and there, the camels were
coming. {64} Then Rebekah lifted her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac she dismounted
from her camel; {65} for she had said to the
servant, "Who is this man walking in the
field to meet us?" 


The servant said, "It is my master." So
she took a veil and covered herself. 


{66} And the servant told Isaac all
the things that he had done. {67} Then
Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's
tent; and he took Rebekah and she
became his wife, and he loved her. So
Isaac was comforted after his mother's
death.


Outer Aim   The LORD led Isaac and Rebekah into marriage for His saving
purposes.
What the Story Tells Us - Tell what each of the following verses from Genesis 24
teaches us.


1. Genesis 24:7


2. Genesis 24:12


3. Genesis 24:26, 27


4. Genesis 24: 50, 51


5. Genesis 24:52


6. Genesis 24:58
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What the Bible Tells Us - Discuss the following.


1. Why was it so important that the servant find a wife for Isaac from
Abraham’s own family?


2. What was the only quality that Isaac’s wife needed in order to become his
wife?


3. When the time comes in your life, why will it be so important that you
choose someone to marry who believes in God as you do?


Your Turn - In the list below put an X in the box next to the words that show the most
important qualities you should look for in a friend.


_____ A sense of humor


_____ Honesty


_____ Believes in Jesus as Savior from sins


_____ Good looks


_____ Thoughtfulness


_____ Intelligent


_____ Wants to obey parents and
superiors


_____ Wants to obey God’s Word


_____ Likes sports


_____ Likes to go shopping


_____ Believes in a god


What are some reasons why it is important that the friends you choose believe
in God as you do?
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Inner Aim  In order to carry forward the family tree of the Seed/Savior, the LORD
joined Isaac with Rebekah.


Passages - Discuss together how these passages apply to the Inner Aim above.


Philippians 4:6  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.


Psalms 103:1-4  Bless the LORD, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy
name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all


your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from
destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies.


Proverbs 18:22  He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from
the LORD.


Hymn - TLH #625 v.1, 2, 5


Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall,
Where Jesus Christ is all in all!
Yea, if He were not dwelling there,
How dark and poor and void it were!


Oh, blest that house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind
To trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!


Then here will I and mine today
A solemn covenant make and say:
Though all the world forsake Thy Word,
I and my house will serve the Lord.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
We want to thank You for making us Your children through faith in Jesus. 


We know that even as Your children our pathway to heaven will not always be
easy. We know that we need You to keep us on the right path. Please guide us
in all we say and do. Please give us Christian friends to cheer us while we live,
and one day bring us all safely home to You in heaven through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.
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Isaac’s Marriage to Rebekah
Genesis 24


 


Can you tell how the hand of God is
working in the woman in the picture?


Can you tell how the hand of God is
working for the man in the picture?


Prayer


Dear LORD, As Your dear children we come
to You today to ask You to guide our hearts
and minds as we study Your Word. Bless us
as we learn from Abraham and his servant
Eliezer to rely on You as they did. Please
gently lead us on all our earthly paths.
Amen  
                                    
                                              The Story - Genesis 24


Now Abraham was old, well
advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed
Abraham in all things. {2} So Abraham said to
the oldest servant of his house, who ruled
over all that he had, "Please, put your hand
under my thigh, {3} "and I will make you swear
by the LORD, the God of heaven and the
God of the earth, that you will not take a wife
for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I dwell; {4} "but
you shall go to my country and to my family,
and take a wife for my son Isaac." 


{5} And the servant said to him,
"Perhaps the woman will not be willing to
follow me to this land. Must I take your son
back to the land from which you came?" 


{6} But Abraham said to him, "Beware
that you do not take my son back there. {7}


"The LORD God of heaven, who took me from
my father's house and from the land of my
family, and who spoke to me and swore to
me, saying, 'To your descendants I give this
land,' He will send His angel before you, and
you shall take a wife for my son from there. {8}
"And if the woman is not willing to follow you,
then you will be released from this oath; only
do not take my son back there." {9} So the
servant put his hand under the thigh of
Abraham his master, and swore to him
concerning this matter. 


{10} Then the servant took ten of his
master's camels and departed, for all his
master's goods were in his hand. And he
arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city
of Nahor. {11} And he made his camels kneel
down outside the city by a well of water at
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evening time, the time when women go out
to draw water. {12} Then he said, "O LORD
God of my master Abraham, please give me
success this day, and show kindness to my
master Abraham. {13} "Behold, here I stand by
the well of water, and the daughters of the
men of the city are coming out to draw
water. {14} "Now let it be that the young
woman to whom I say, 'Please let down your
pitcher that I may drink,' and she says, 'Drink,
and I will also give your camels a drink'; let
her be the one You have appointed for Your
servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You
have shown kindness to my master." 


{15} And it happened, before he had
finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who
was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife
of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with
her pitcher on her shoulder. {16} Now the
young woman was very beautiful to behold,
a virgin; no man had known her. And she
went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and
came up. {17} And the servant ran to meet
her and said, "Please let me drink a little water
from your pitcher." 


{18} So she said, "Drink, my lord." Then
she quickly let her pitcher down to her hand,
and gave him a drink. {19} And when she had
finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will
draw water for your camels also, until they
have finished drinking." {20} Then she quickly
emptied her pitcher into the trough, ran back
to the well to draw water, and drew for all his
camels. {21} And the man, wondering at her,
remained silent so as to know whether the
LORD had made his journey prosperous or
not. 


{22} So it was, when the camels had
finished drinking, that the man took a golden
nose ring weighing half a shekel, and two
bracelets for her wrists weighing ten shekels
of gold, {23} and said, "Whose daughter are
you? Tell me, please, is there room in your


father's house for us to lodge?" {24} So she
said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel,
Milcah's son, whom she bore to Nahor." {25}
Moreover she said to him, "We have both
straw and feed enough, and room to lodge." 


{26} Then the man bowed down his
head and worshiped the LORD. {27} And he
said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my master
Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy
and His truth toward my master. As for me,
being on the way, the LORD led me to the
house of my master's brethren." {28} So the
young woman ran and told her mother's
household these things. 


{29} Now Rebekah had a brother
whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out
to the man by the well. {30} So it came to pass,
when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets
on his sister's wrists, and when he heard the
words of his sister Rebekah, saying, "Thus the
man spoke to me," that he went to the man.
And there he stood by the camels at the well.
{31} And he said, "Come in, O blessed of the
LORD! Why do you stand outside? For I have
prepared the house, and a place for the
camels." 


{32} Then the man came to the house.
And he unloaded the camels, and provided
straw and feed for the camels, and water to
wash his feet and the feet of the men who
were with him. {33} Food was set before him
to eat, but he said, "I will not eat until I have
told about my errand." And he said, "Speak
on." 


{34} So he said, "I am Abraham's
servant. {35} "The LORD has blessed my master
greatly, and he has become great; and He
has given him flocks and herds, silver and
gold, male and female servants, and camels
and donkeys. {36} "And Sarah my master's wife
bore a son to my master when she was old;
and to him he has given all that he has. {37}
"Now my master made me swear, saying, 'You
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shall not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I
dwell; {38} 'but you shall go to my father's
house and to my family, and take a wife for
my son.' {39} "And I said to my master, 'Perhaps
the woman will not follow me.' {40} "But he
said to me, 'The LORD, before whom I walk,
will send His angel with you and prosper your
way; and you shall take a wife for my son
from my family and from my father's house.
{41} 'You will be clear from this oath when you
arrive among my family; for if they will not
give her to you, then you will be released
from my oath.' 


{42} "And this day I came to the well
and said, 'O LORD God of my master
Abraham, if You will now prosper the way in
which I go, {43} 'behold, I stand by the well of
water; and it shall come to pass that when
the virgin comes out to draw water, and I say
to her, "Please give me a little water from
your pitcher to drink," {44} 'and she says to me,
"Drink, and I will draw for your camels also,";
let her be the woman whom the LORD has
appointed for my master's son.' 


{45} "But before I had finished speaking
in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out
with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she
went down to the well and drew water. And
I said to her, 'Please let me drink.' {46} "And
she made haste and let her pitcher down
from her shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will
give your camels a drink also.' So I drank, and
she gave the camels a drink also. {47} "Then I
asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are
you?' And she said, 'The daughter of Bethuel,
Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him.' So I
put the nose ring on her nose and the
bracelets on her wrists. {48} "And I bowed my
head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed
the LORD God of my master Abraham, who
had led me in the way of truth to take the
daughter of my master's brother for his son.


{49} "Now if you will deal kindly and truly with
my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that I
may turn to the right hand or to the left." 


{50} Then Laban and Bethuel answered
and said, "The thing comes from the LORD; we
cannot speak to you either bad or good. {51}
"Here is Rebekah before you; take her and
go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as
the LORD has spoken." 


{52} And it came to pass, when
Abraham's servant heard their words, that he
worshiped the LORD, bowing himself to the
earth. {53} Then the servant brought out
jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing,
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave
precious things to her brother and to her
mother. 


{54} And he and the men who were
with him ate and drank and stayed all night.
Then they arose in the morning, and he said,
"Send me away to my master." 


{55} But her brother and her mother
said, "Let the young woman stay with us a
few days, at least ten; after that she may go." 


{56} And he said to them, "Do not hinder
me, since the LORD has prospered my way;
send me away so that I may go to my master." 


{57} So they said, "We will call the
young woman and ask her personally." {58}
Then they called Rebekah and said to her,
"Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I
will go." 


{59} So they sent away Rebekah their
sister and her nurse, and Abraham's servant
and his men. {60} And they blessed Rebekah
and said to her: "Our sister, may you become
The mother of thousands of ten thousands;
And may your descendants possess The gates
of those who hate them." 


{61} Then Rebekah and her maids
arose, and they rode on the camels and
followed the man. So the servant took
Rebekah and departed. 
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{62} Now Isaac came from the way of
Beer Lahai Roi, for he dwelt in the South. {63}
And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in
the evening; and he lifted his eyes and
looked, and there, the camels were coming.
{64} Then Rebekah lifted her eyes, and when
she saw Isaac she dismounted from her
camel; {65} for she had said to the servant,
"Who is this man walking in the field to meet
us?" 


The servant said, "It is my master." So
she took a veil and covered herself. 


{66} And the servant told Isaac all the
things that he had done. {67} Then Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah's tent; and
he took Rebekah and she became his wife,
and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted
after his mother's death.


Outer Aim   The LORD led Isaac and Rebekah into marriage for His saving
purposes.


What the Story Tells Us - Tell what each of the following verses from Genesis 24
teach.


1. Genesis 24:7


2. Genesis 24:12


3. Genesis 24:26, 27


4. Genesis 24: 50, 51


5. Genesis 24:52


6. Genesis 24:58


What the Bible Tells Us - Think of some of the difficulties we might face if the
person we marry does not believe in the Triune God as we do. Listed below are
some examples in the Bible where believers married or joined themselves with
unbelievers.


< Samson and his first wife
< Samson and Delilah
< King Solomon


< The Children of Israel with
unbelievers along their march to
the Promised Land


< Esau and his wife


1. Can you think of any others?


2. What was the result of these unions?


3. Keeping these things in mind tell why it is so important for us to choose
Christian friends.
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4. It is also important for us to choose a husband or wife from fellow believers.
Why was it important that Isaac’s wife believe in the Savior as Isaac did?


Inner Aim  In order to carry forward the family tree of the Seed/Savior, the
LORD joined Isaac with Rebekah.


Passages - Discuss together how these passages apply to the lesson today and
to your life.


Isaiah 65:24  "It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while
they are still speaking, I will hear.


Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.


Proverbs 18:22  He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the
LORD.


Hymn - TLH #412 v.1-3


May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil
And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living Way,
With all Thy children and obey
The law of Christian love.


So may we join Thy name to bless,
Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess,
From sin and strife to flee.
One is our calling, one our name,
The end of all our hopes the same,
A crown of life with Thee


Spirit of Life, of Love, and Peace,
Unite our hearts, our joy increase,
Thy gracious help supply.
To each of us the blessing give
In Christian fellowship to live,
In joyful hope to die.


Prayer


Dear Lord,
Thank You for all the blessings we receive from You. Help us  see Your working


here among us as perfect and always for our good. Help us to love and trust only
in You, and please strengthen our faith to help us as we struggle with growing up
and making the right choices in our lives.  We pray that when the time is right, You
will help us choose the right person to marry.  Amen.
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STORY 7/31/06


Isaac's Marriage to Rebekah - Genesis 24


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, as You proved Your integrity to Abraham and Isaac, so I ask You to demonstrate to me
also Your dependability.  I need Your support every day in every way as I present You to my
students.  Bless my efforts with good results, as You did with Your servant Eliezer.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Place names (Mesopotamia, Haran, Hebron) to be located on map; personal names (Isaac, Eliezer,
Rebekah, Laban) to be written on the board


OUTER AIM
The LORD led Isaac and Rebekah into marriage for His saving purposes.


INNER AIM
In order to carry  forward the family tree of the Seed-Savior, the LORD joined Isaac with
Rebekah.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp, 71-75)
Chapter 23 is bypassed in this series, reporting Sarah's death, burial, purchase of cemetery plot.
Of what importance is this step in Isaac's life for God's plan of salvation?  Since Sarah had been
selected to be the mother of the chosen lineage, and Isaac was her only child, it must follow that
the Promise will be carried on through Isaac--and thus he must marry and sire a child. 
This chapter presents the LORD's handling of Isaac's approach to marriage.


Ch. 24: v.1  
Abraham had lost his wife and was well into his "golden years"; the LORD had blessed him with
a respectful and loving son, food, shelter, house, home, wealth,  etc.; his faithful servant Eliezer
("God is a Helper") will become a major player in Isaac's future.


vs.2-4
This oath was more serious than a handshake;  since Abraham's health would not allow him to
undertake traveling to Haran, he commissioned a trusted friend to do it. The substance of the
commission was double:  Negative side: NOT a wife from the heathen Canaanites; Positive side:
DO get a girl who would share his religion and confess the Savior with him.  This was worth a lot
of effort to find the special person (not a concubine  or "valley girl" to entertain him) for his
special son's welfare, future blessing, and for continuing the family tree of the Savior.
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v. 5
Potential problems:  perhaps she would figure the losses (no more family  visits; friends left behind; end of her
individuality and virginity) as a poor trade for what had to be more than a "blind date."  She would need blind
faith that there is a God who controls such things as preparing you for a spouse...and that a pre-arranged
marriage could lead to love and happiness. If she declined, should Eliezer come back, get Isaac, then make a
second round trip so that he and she could meet each other?  (What if they  found out they didn't even like each
other?)


vs.6-8


Abraham was not going to take the chance that if Isaac left, he might be tempted to never return, and thus  lose
the future which the LORD had promised him IN the promised land. So he was depending on help that could
not and would not get this situation messed up--by putting it into God's hands and leaving it there.  And if--even
with an angel overseeing the mission--the girl  chosen did not become convinced that this was the LORD's will,
then Eliezer need not feel that he had failed in his mission, because it was not his job to make it work.


vs. 9-10


With this clarified, the servant was willing to bond himself to the mission. "Thy will be done." There are no
data noted for us re. the month-long 500 mile trip by camel caravan.


vs. 11-14
Women servants would come to the village well for the family's daily water supply.
The secret of success in seeking a spouse is devout prayer to the LORD God, the One who delights in helping His
children.  Eliezer depended on the LORD having this all programmed for Isaac; he as helper would seek a girl
having an attitude of generosity, service, and hospitality.


vs. 15-16
And how did it work out?  The LORD sent a cousin of Isaac, a girl unaware that her future hung in the balance,
doing her regular chores of service to others. Though she was very beautiful, she did not display her sexual
attractiveness to arouse lust; she had graciously  been spared the degradation of pre-marital sex, pregnancy
without marriage, etc. 


vs. 17-20
Like a movie scenario, each step follows verbatim.  She was good at being thoughtful, eager to be helpful. [She
had to drop the bucket down 50+ ft., get it to tip, let it fill, pull it up, empty it--maybe twice per camel--which
adds to 20 or 25 repeat exercises--a lot of heavy muscle work!] 


vs. 21-25
It was almost too good to be true that she would meet the qualifications.
She was given an extra-ordinary  reward for her generosity.  Meeting the family would reveal whether the
LORD had been guiding the whole process. [He was, of course!]
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vs. 26-27
The LORD had done the planning and arranging, so God deserved the credit: "who has NOT forsaken His
mercy (in caring about and caring for) and His truth (dependability/integrity /faithfulness) even when I was
going ahead in blind faith...."


vs. 28-31
The young woman (still not named) ran home to tell her experience, and her brother Laban took over the
privilege of being the host for a stranger "blessed by Jehovah."


vs. 32-41
After they had freshened up, and with the meal ready, Eliezer needed to get to the reason for his visit; so he
reviewed with them the whole background, especially as it was connected with Abraham.


vs. 42-48
Then the meeting at the well and his prayer were rehearsed.


vs. 49-54
Finally, it was their turn to react--either good or bad--so that Eliezer could proceed.
Father and brother recognized that it was the LORD's doing, but it was out of their hands, so they had no advice
one way or the other. [Did they perhaps have some small reservations?] When they did submit to the
arrangements, a dowry was given to Rebekah and family. Eliezer would be ready by first light the next day to
start the return trip with Rebekah and her retinue.


vs. 55-61 
If Rebekah was entirely willing, they were agreeable to part--with a ceremony and a blessing.


vs. 62-67
Isaac was ready, waiting, and praying that this big step in his life would not be a mistake, but remain in the
hands of God--first, last, and always.
The caravan approached; she dismounted, evidently feeling that this was going to be THE GUY; she checked it
out...and then the curtain is drawn between us and them as they became marriage partners.  They got to know
and to love one another and to be comforted from feeling alone.


STUDENT PRAYER
O LORD, now that I have heard how important marriage is to Your purposes for every generation, I ask You to
prepare me even now for my future.  Give me good Christian friends so that I may find the one You intend for
me.  I trust You to guide and direct, help and support me along the way.  Sincerely Yours, in Jesus' name.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Though the text is lengthy, be sure to read it aloud (and get student-readers to assist) because it reads like a
suspense novel;  stop and explain things during the reading; teach the lessons of the story during this first-and-
only class-time reading. 







Isaac’s Marriage to Rebekah  Page 4


There are two purposes for this lesson in our selection of items from OT Bible history:
1) to see how the LORD reaches His hand into human events--guiding us in matters such as    
 finding a spouse--so as to bless us.
2) to show how the LORD brought it about that Isaac would become one of the ancestors of our       
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


APPLICATIONS
1.   When the child of God thinks ahead to dating and getting married, s/he must consider what qualities are
valued in a friend and for a life-partner.  Shall it be good looks, popularity, intelligence, wholesomeness, sense
of humor...?  What about mutual concern for Christian values and devout approach to life?... what about
respecting parents...what about being hospitable, helpful?  Does the person have a Christian background and
family life?  Would the person be approved of by  my parents as a good influence?  Is it someone I  can love for
a whole lifetime?  Is it someone who shares my love of God's Word...of worship...of prayer?  


2.   What is a good process (program) in preparing for marriage?  


< what's the purpose of dating? ... of being "best friends"? ... of  engagement?
< what's the value of having God involved in working on this with you?
< what's the way you are going to get God to help you? - how to get started?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Romans 8:31b - If God is for us, who can be against us?


Matt. 21:22 - And all things, whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.


Eph. 6:2-3 -  Children, obey your parents in the LORD, for this is right.  "Honor your father and mother,"
which is the first commandment with promise--"that it may be well with you and you may live long on the
earth."


Middle any of the above and...
Ps. 103:1-4 -  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name!  Bless the LORD, O my
soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who
redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender mercies....


Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.


Philippians 4:6 - Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanks-giving, let
your requests be made known to God.
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Upper any of the above and...
Prov. 18:22 - He who finds a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor from the LORD.


Col. 3:18-19 - Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the LORD;  Husbands, love your wives and
do not be bitter toward them.


I Cor. 7:38 - A wife is bound by law as long as her husband lives...


Eph. 5:25,28 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved he church and gave Himself for it.  So
husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies;  he who loves his wife loves himself.


Isaiah 65:24 - It shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer, and while they are yet speaking, I will
hear.


HYMN CHOICES
"While Yet the Morn is Breaking" (TLH #544 1,2,5)  
"O God, Thou Faithful God" (TLH #395 1,2,5)
"May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfil" (TLH #412 1-3)
"Oh, Blest the House, Whate'er Befall" (TLH #625 1-5)





		isaacandrebecca1

		isaacandrebecca2

		isaacandrebecca3

		isaacandrebecca4

		isaacandrebeccanotes
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Noah & the Flood
Genesis 6-8


 


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Many years after Adam and Eve lived, the
earth was full of people.  But the people had
forgotten all about God.  They lived very bad lives. 
The earth was a very scary place to live with all
the murdering and other bad things the people
did.


God was sad to see everybody live such
bad lives.  He knew that He couldn’t let the world
get any worse.  He would send a flood to kill all the
people and animals.


God knew that one man, Noah, still loved
Him and believed in Him.  He would save Noah
and his family from the flood.  God told Noah,
“Make a big boat (called the ark).  Make it big
enough for your family and two of every kind of
animal.  (It was bigger than a football field.)  Paint
the inside and outside of the ark with pitch so the
water can’t come in. Put lots of food on the ark for
you and the animals.  I will save you and your wife,
your three sons and their wives, and two of every
kind of animal from the flood.”


Noah did as God told him.  How all the
people must have laughed when they saw Noah
build such a big boat on dry land.  Noah had the
chance to tell them to be sorry for their sins and
ask God to forgive them, but the people wouldn’t
listen to him.  


Finally it was time to go into the ark.  Noah
went in the ark with his family.  God sent two of
every kind of land animal and bird to go on the
ark.  Then God closed the door.


God sent rain to the earth for forty days
and nights.  The water covered everything, even
the tallest mountains.  All of the people and
animals that were not on the ark died, but Noah
and his family and the animals on the ark were
safe.  


God did not forget about Noah and his
family.  He sent a big wind to dry up the water on


the earth.  Finally, it was safe to come out
of the ark.  God let Noah and his family and
the animals come out of the ark.  God told
them to have babies and fill the world
once again with people and animals.


Noah was so happy that God had
saved him and his family that he built an
altar to the Lord to worship God.  God was
pleased that Noah remembered to thank
Him.  He made a promise to Noah.  “I will
never again destroy the whole world with a
flood.  I will put a rainbow in the sky to
remind you of My promise.”


God cleansed the earth which
had become corrupt and violent.


By God’s grace we are able to
trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for


salvation.


Passage
For the wages of sin is death, but the


gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Romans 6:23
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Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, we sin everyday and deserve death.  Thank You for sending Jesus. 
Amen.


Classroom Activity - Action Poem
Read the poem with your students. Let them help you think of motions to go with the words.
Then read the poem again while doing the motions.


1)  God said to Noah,
“Build a boat, build a boat.”
God said to Noah,
“Build a boat.”


2)  Saw, saw,
Hammer, hammer,
Paint the pitch,
Paint the pitch,
Noah and his boys were busy.


3)  “Why build a boat
In the middle of the land?”
People must have laughed,
Must have laughed.


4)  “Be sorry for your sins,”
Noah said, Noah said.
“Be sorry for your sins,”
Noah said.


5)  Then God sent the animals,
Two by two, two by two
Then God closed the door
Of  the ark.


6)  Down came the rain,
Flooding higher, flooding
higher.
Down came the rain,
Flooding higher.


7)  The ark pitched and tossed
In the water, in the water.
The ark pitched and tossed
In the water.


8)   God sent a wind 
To dry up all the rain.
God sent a wind,
Whish, whish.


9)   Then God let them out.
Praise the Lord!  Praise the
Lord!
Then God let them out.
Praise the Lord!


10)   Noah built an altar,
“Thank you, God, Thank you,
God!”
Noah built an altar,
“Thank you, God!”


11)   God made a rainbow 
In the sky, In the sky.
God made a rainbow 
In the sky.


Hymn - “Jesus Loves Me This I know”


Jesus loves me this I know
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to Him belong
They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.


Jesus loves me He who died
Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He will wash away my sin.
Let His little child come in.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.
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Color a rainbow in the sky above the ark. There is a hint of one already in the picture.
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Classroom Art Activity - Promise Fan
Color a rainbow above the words “God Keeps His Promises.” Accordion fold the picture to
make a fan. Tape or staple the bottom end that will be held. 
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Noah & the Flood
Genesis 6-8


 


Color a rainbow in the sky above the ark. There is a hint of one already in the picture.
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The Story


Many years after Adam and Eve
lived, the earth was full of people.  But
the people had forgotten all about
God.  They lived very bad lives.  The
earth was a very scary place to live
with all the murdering and other bad
things the people did.


God was sad to see everybody
live such bad lives.  He knew that He
couldn’t let the world get any worse. 
He would send a flood to kill all the
people and animals.


God knew that one man, Noah,
still loved Him and believed in Him.  He
would save Noah and his family from
the flood.  God told Noah, “Make a big
boat (called the ark).  Make it big
enough for your family and two of
every kind of animal.  (It was bigger
than a football field.)  Paint the inside
and outside of the ark with pitch so the
water can’t come in. Put lots of food
on the ark for you and the animals.  I
will save you and your wife, your three
sons and their wives, and two of every
kind of animal from the flood.”


Noah did as God told him.  How
all the people must have laughed
when they saw Noah build such a big
boat on dry land.  Noah had the
chance to tell them to be sorry for their
sins and ask God to forgive them, but
the people wouldn’t listen to him.  


Finally it was time to go into the
ark.  Noah went in the ark with his
family.  God sent two of every kind of
land animal and bird to go on the ark. 


Then God closed the door.
God sent rain to the earth


for forty days and nights.  The
water covered everything, even
the tallest mountains.  All of the
people and animals that were
not on the ark died, but Noah
and his family and the animals on
the ark were safe.  


God did not forget about
Noah and his family.  He sent a
big wind to dry up the water on
the earth.  Finally, it was safe to
come out of the ark.  God let
Noah and his family and the
animals come out of the ark. 
God told them to have babies
and fill the world once again with
people and animals.


Noah was so happy that
God had saved him and his
family that he built an altar to the
Lord to worship God.  God was
pleased that Noah remembered
to thank Him.  He made a promise
to Noah.  “I will never again
destroy the whole world with a
flood.  I will put a rainbow in the
sky to remind you of My promise.”


God cleansed the earth which
had become corrupt and


violent.
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Activity One - Read the poem with your students. Let them help you think of motions
to go with the words. Then read the poem again while doing the motions.


1. God said to Noah,
“Build a boat, build a boat.”
God said to Noah,
“Build a boat.”


2. Saw, saw,
Hammer, hammer,
Paint the pitch,
Paint the pitch,
Noah and his boys were busy.


3. “Why build a boat
In the middle of the land?”
People must have laughed,
Must have laughed.


4. “Be sorry for your sins,”
Noah said, Noah said.
“Be sorry for your sins,”
Noah said.


5. Then God sent the animals,
Two by two, two by two
Then God closed the door
Of  the ark.


6. Down came the rain,
Flooding higher, flooding higher.
Down came the rain,
Flooding higher.


7. The ark pitched and tossed
In the water, in the water.
The ark pitched and tossed
In the water.


8. God sent a wind 
To dry up all the rain.
God sent a wind,
Whish, whish.


9. Then God let them out.
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!
Then God let them out.
Praise the Lord!


10. Noah built an altar,
“Thank you, God, Thank you, God!”
Noah built an altar,
“Thank you, God!”


11. God made a rainbow 
In the sky, In the sky.
God made a rainbow 
In the sky.


By God’s grace we are able to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for
salvation.
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 Activity Two - Color the picture below and the picture on page 5. Cut both of them
out and glue them to the two sides of a paper plate. Glue a popsicle stick or string yarn to
make a hanger (optional).


Passage


Romans 6:23- For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


Ephesians 2:8 -  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.
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Hymn - TLH 652 v. 1
I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us from the accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus to wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious till not a spot remains.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, we see that we sin much everyday.  We know that we deserve


death as a punishment.  Thank You for sending Jesus, whom You punished in our place on
the cross.  Fill our hearts with the Holy Spirit that we may learn to obey You.  Thank You for
giving us eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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Noah & the Flood
Genesis 6-8


 


Color a rainbow in the sky above the ark. There is a hint of one already in the picture.
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The Story


Adam and Eve had many children,
grandchildren, great grandchildren, and
so on until the earth was full of people. 
Unfortunately, as there got to be more
people on the earth, the people forgot
more and more about God.  The Lord saw
that the people on earth were very
wicked and in their hearts were always
thinking only evil.  The world was getting
more and more wicked in God’s sight and
was filled with crime. 


The Lord was sorry He made people
on the earth, and He felt sick at heart.  “I
will wipe off the ground the people I
created,” the Lord said, “people, cattle,
creeping thinks, and birds of the air,
because I am sorry I made them.” 


But the Lord was gracious to Noah. 
Noah believed in God and loved God. 
Noah walked with God.  Noah had three
sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.


So God said to Noah, “I have
decided all people must die because
they’ve filled the world with crime, and
now I’m going to destroy them and the
world.  Make yourself an ark (large boat). 
Make three levels on the ark, full of rooms. 
Cover it inside and out with pitch.  (This
would make it waterproof.)  The ark should
be 450 feet long (1½ times the length of a
football field), 75 feet wide, and 45 feet
high.  Make an opening near the top for
light and put a door in the side.  


“I’m going to bring a flood on the
earth to destroy all things that live and
breathe under the sky.  Everything on
earth must die.


“But I will make a promise to you:
You will go into the ark with your wife, and
your three sons, and their wives.  Take two
of every kind of animal, male and female,
into the ark with you to keep them alive. 
And get every kind of food for you and
the animals and take it on the ark.”


Noah did this.  He did just as God


ordered him.
“You and your whole family,” God


said, “go into the ark, because I have seen
how you believe in me and love me.  Take
with you seven of the clean animals and
two of every other kind of animal, and
seven of the birds.  There will be seven
days left and then I will make it rain for
forty days.”


Noah did just as the Lord ordered
him. He and his wife, his three sons and
their wives went into the ark to escape the
flood.  God sent all the animals to Noah
and Noah put them on the ark.  Then the
Lord closed the door behind them.


For forty days the rain poured down
on the earth.  Water also came up from
under the earth.  As the waters increased,
it raised the ark up so that it floated on the
water.  The water rose over the whole
earth and even the highest mountains
were covered.


Every living thing, animals and
people, on the earth died. Only Noah and
those with him on the ark lived.


God thought of Noah and every
wild and tame animal with him in the ark,
and so God made a wind blow over the
earth, and the water went down.  The
waters continued to go down until the ark
rested on a mountain.


Noah let a dove fly away to find out
if the water on the ground had gone
down.  But the dove came back because
she couldn’t find a place to set her foot
down that wasn’t covered with water.  A
week later he let the dove fly out again. 
This time she came back with a fresh
plucked leaf of an olive tree!  Then Noah
knew the water had gone down.  When
he let the dove out a week later, it did not
return to the ark.


Then God spoke to Noah, “Come
out of the ark, you and your family.  Bring
out with you the animals.  Let them spread
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out on the earth, have young and fill the
earth.”  God told Noah’s sons, “Have
children and become many and fill the
earth.”


Noah built an altar to the Lord and
made a burnt offering to thank God for
saving him and his family.


The Lord said, “Never again will


there be a flood to destroy the world.  This
is the sign of my promise: I will put My
rainbow in the clouds.  Whenever the
rainbow is seen in the clouds, I will
remember My promise and never again
will the water flood the whole world and
destroy every living thing.”


God  cleansed  the earth  which  had  become  corrupt  and 
violent.


Activity One - Match the part of the story with the meaning for your life.  Write the
letter from the column on the right in the correct blank in the column on the left.  Your
answers should make a word.


_______ The people of Noah’s day were
wicked and deserved death.


_______ Noah believed in God.


_______ God saved Noah and his family
in the ark.


_______ God gave Noah and his family
life after the flood.


_______ Noah thanked God for saving
him and his family.


R. God saved me by sending
Jesus to die for me.


M. I sin every day and
deserve death in hell.


Y. I thank God for saving me.


E. I believe in God.


C. God gives me eternal life.


By God’s grace we are able to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for
salvation.
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 Activity Two - Review the story by completing the Crossword Puzzle. The words in the
WORD BOX will help you.
 


A
cross (Shows God’s
Mercy)
1. The ____ reminds us of


God’s promise.
2. God saved Noah


and his ____.
3. God sent 2 of every


____ to the ark.
6. God told Noah to


____ an ark.
7. God made a ____ not


to flood the whole
world again.


Down (Shows God’s
Judgment)
1. It ____ for 40 days.
2. God sent a ____ to cover the earth.
4. All living things ____ that were not on the ark.
5. God destroyed all _____ but Noah and his family because of their sin.


 Activity Three - Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and think about the questions.


Ephesians 2:8-9 -  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  not of works, lest anyone should boast.


Did Noah ever sin?  


Then why did God save Noah and his family when all other people died?  


1


2


3


4 5


6 7


PROMISE            DIED            RAINED            BUILD            PEOPLE        
RAINBOW            ANIMAL            FAMILY            FLOOD
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Passage


Romans 6:23- For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.


Look at Romans 6:23 above.  Decide which words show God’s judgment and which words
show God’s mercy.  Write the words from the passage in the correct blanks.


Judgment – Sin is bad.  Because we sin we deserve death.


________   ________  ____________  ______  ________   ______  _____________,


Mercy – God loves us and makes a way to save us.


_______  _______  _________  ______  _________  ______  ______________  


_________   _______   __ ___________  _______________  _________  _______________________.


Hymn - TLH 652 v. 1, 4


I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us from the accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus to wash my crimson stains
White in His blood most precious till not a spot remains.


I long to be like Jesus, meek, loving, lowly, mild;
I long to be like Jesus, the Father’s holy Child.
I long to be with Jesus amid the heav’nly throng
To sing with saints His praises, to learn the angels’ song.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, we see that we sin much everyday.  We know that we deserve
death as a punishment.  Thank You for sending Jesus, whom You punished in our place on
the cross.  Fill our hearts with the Holy Spirit that we may learn to obey You.  Thank You for
giving us eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.
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Noah & the Flood
Genesis 6-8


 


Why might a knight use a shield?


From what do we need protection?


What does God give us to protect us?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, As we prepare to study Your
Holy Word, give us Your Holy Spirit so that we may
understand and believe the great truths of Your
Word.  Lead us to know that You will protect us from
this wicked world, by giving us faith in our Savior Jesus Christ.


Noah and the Flood – Genesis 6-8


Now it came to pass, when men
began to multiply on the face of the
earth, and daughters were born to them,
{2} that the sons of God saw the daughters
of men, that they were beautiful; and they
took wives for themselves of all whom
they chose. 


{3} And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall
not strive with man forever, for he is
indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one
hundred and twenty years." {4} There were
giants on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in
to the daughters of men and they bore
children to them. Those were the mighty
men who were of old, men of renown. 


{5} Then the LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. {6} And the
LORD was sorry that He had made man


on the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart. {7} So the LORD said, "I will destroy
man whom I have created from the face
of the earth, both man and beast,
creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am
sorry that I have made them. {8} But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 


{9} This is the genealogy of Noah.
Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God. {10}
And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham,
and Japheth. 


{11} The earth also was corrupt
before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. {12} So God looked upon the
earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all
flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth. 


{13} And God said to Noah, "The end
of all flesh has come before Me, for the
earth is filled with violence through them;
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and behold, I will destroy them with the
earth. {14} " Make yourself an ark of
gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and
cover it inside and outside with pitch. {15}
"And this is how you shall make it: The
length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits. {16} "You shall make a window
for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit
from above; and set the door of the ark in
its side. You shall make it with lower,
second, and third decks. {17} "And behold,
I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the
earth, to destroy from under heaven all
flesh in which is the breath of life;
everything that is on the earth shall die.
{18} "But I will establish My covenant with
you; and you shall go into the ark -- you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives
with you. {19} "And of every living thing of
all flesh you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark, to keep them alive with you;
they shall be male and female. {20} "Of
the birds after their kind, of animals after
their kind, and of every creeping thing of
the earth after its kind, two of every kind
will come to you to keep them alive. { 21}
"And you shall take for yourself of all food
that is eaten, and you shall gather it to
yourself; and it shall be food for you and
for them." 


{22} Thus Noah did; according to all
that God commanded him, so he did.


Genesis 7:1 Then the LORD said to
Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your
household, because I have seen that you
are righteous before Me in this generation. 
{2} "You shall take with you seven each of
every clean animal, a male and his
female; two each of animals that are
unclean, a male and his female; {3} "also
seven each of birds of the air, male and
female, to keep the species alive on the
face of all the earth.  {4} "For after seven
more days I will cause it to rain on the
earth forty days and forty nights, and I will
destroy from the face of the earth all living
things that I have made." {5} And Noah did


according to all that the LORD
commanded him. {6} Noah was six
hundred years old when the floodwaters
were on the earth. 


{7} So Noah, with his sons, his wife,
and his sons' wives, went into the ark
because of the waters of the flood. {8} Of
clean animals, of animals that are
unclean, of birds, and of everything that
creeps on the earth, {9} two by two they
went into the ark to Noah, male and
female, as God had commanded Noah.
{10} And it came to pass after seven days
that the waters of the flood were on the
earth. {11} In the six hundredth year of
Noah's life, in the second month, the
seventeenth day of the month, on that
day all the fountains of the great deep
were broken up, and the windows of
heaven were opened. {12} And the rain
was on the earth forty days and forty
nights. 


{13} On the very same day Noah
and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three
wives of his sons with them, entered the
ark --  {14} they and every beast after its
kind, all cattle after their kind, every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth
after its kind, and every bird after its kind,
every bird of every sort. {15} And they
went into the ark to Noah, two by two, of
all flesh in which is the breath of life. {16} So
those that entered, male and female of
all flesh, went in as God had commanded
him; and the LORD shut him in. 


{17} Now the flood was on the earth
forty days. The waters increased and lifted
up the ark, and it rose high above the
earth. {18} The waters prevailed and
greatly increased on the earth, and the
ark moved about on the surface of the
waters. {19} And the waters prevailed
exceedingly on the earth, and all the high
hills under the whole heaven were
covered. {20} The waters prevailed fifteen
cubits upward, and the mountains were
covered. {21} And all flesh died that
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moved on the earth: birds and cattle and
beasts and every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth, and every man. {22}
All in whose nostrils was the breath of the
spirit of life, all that was on the dry land,
died. {23} So He destroyed all living things
which were on the face of the ground:
both man and cattle, creeping thing and
bird of the air. They were destroyed from
the earth. Only Noah and those who were
with him in the ark remained alive. {24} And
the waters prevailed on the earth one
hundred and fifty days.


Genesis 8:1 Then God remembered
Noah, and every living thing, and all the
animals that were with him in the ark. And
God made a wind to pass over the earth,
and the waters subsided. {2} The fountains
of the deep and the windows of heaven
were also stopped, and the rain from
heaven was restrained. {3} And the waters
receded continually from the earth. At the
end of the hundred and fifty days the
waters decreased. {4} Then the ark rested
in the seventh month, the seventeenth
day of the month, on the mountains of
Ararat. {5} And the waters decreased
continually until the tenth month. In the
tenth month, on the first day of the month,
the tops of the mountains were seen. 


{6} So it came to pass, at the end of
forty days, that Noah opened the window
of the ark which he had made. {7} Then he
sent out a raven, which kept going to and
fro until the waters had dried up from the
earth. {8} He also sent out from himself a
dove, to see if the waters had receded
from the face of the ground. {9} But the
dove found no resting place for the sole of
her foot, and she returned into the ark to
him, for the waters were on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand and
took her, and drew her into the ark to
himself. {10} And he waited yet another
seven days, and again he sent the dove
out from the ark. {11} Then the dove came
to him in the evening, and behold, a
freshly plucked olive leaf was in her


mouth; and Noah knew that the waters
had receded from the earth. {12} So he
waited yet another seven days and sent
out the dove, which did not return again
to him anymore. 


{13} And it came to pass in the six
hundred and first year, in the first month,
the first day of the month, that the waters
were dried up from the earth; and Noah
removed the covering of the ark and
looked, and indeed the surface of the
ground was dry. {14} And in the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, the earth was dried. 


{15} Then God spoke to Noah,
saying, {16} "Go out of the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons'
wives with you. {17} "Bring out with you
every living thing of all flesh that is with
you: birds and cattle and every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth, so that they
may abound on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth." {18} So Noah
went out, and his sons and his wife and his
sons' wives with him. {19} Every animal,
every creeping thing, every bird, and
whatever creeps on the earth, according
to their families, went out of the ark. 


{20} Then Noah built an altar to the
LORD, and took of every clean animal
and of every clean bird, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. {21} And the LORD
smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD
said in His heart, "I will never again curse
the ground for man's sake, although the
imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth; nor will I again destroy every living
thing as I have done. 


{22} "While the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat,
Winter and summer, And day and night
Shall not cease."
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What the Story Tells Us - Number the
following statements in the order in which they
occurred in the story.


_____  Noah thanked God and God
promised with the sign of a
rainbow to    never again flood
the whole earth.


______  Noah sent a raven, then a dove to see if it was safe to leave the ark. 
Finally the dove did not return.


_____  The believers married the unbelievers and man became wicked.


______  God commanded Noah and his family to go into the ark along with all
the creatures.


_____  God opened the waters above the heavens and below the earth, and it
rained for forty days and nights.


_____  Noah and his family and all the animals were told by God to leave the
ark.


_____  God told Noah that He would destroy the earth and commanded him to
build an ark.


_____  The flood covered the whole earth up to twenty feet above the highest
mountain. Every land creature died.


_____  God sent a wind and the water began to recede, and the ark came to
rest in the mountains of Ararat.


Outer Aim
God cleansed the earth which had become corrupt and violent, but He
graciously preserved His children.
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What God Tells Us - Mark the following (T) for true and (F) for false.


1.  _____  God hates sin.


2.  _____  God destroyed all the people in the world because He hated them.


3.  _____ God saved Noah from the flood because He loved him.


4.  _____  We daily sin much and deserve eternal punishment for our sins.


5.  _____  God punishes us everyday for each of our sins.


6.  _____ God graciously saves us from the punishment of our sin by sending His
Son Jesus to be our Savior.


Passages


Proverbs 1:10 – My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.


Mark 16:16 – He who believes and is baptized will be save; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.


Ephesians 2:8 – By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God.


Inner Aim The evil world around us is always ready to help Satan lead believers
away from God, but by God’s grace we are able to resist those temptations and
continue to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for salvation.
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Hymn
Look at Hymn 378 and explain how the verses fit the inner aim of our lesson
today.


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages, and the hymn you read today to
complete the following activity:


When God promised Noah that He would never send another flood to destroy
the whole earth, He gave Noah a reminder of that promise – a rainbow.  How
might you use that reminder to comfort someone who may be doubting God’s
promises?


Prayer


Gracious Heavenly Father Who has said, “As I live, I have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn form his way and live,”  keep
us from living a wicked life.  Help us to do Your will and, when we fail to do so,
lead us to repent and look to Your Son, Jesus Christ, for forgiveness.  Keep us
trusting in Jesus as our Savior so that we may be saved eternally.  Amen.    
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Noah & the Flood
Genesis 6-8


 


How does a hockey goalie protect himself from the
puck, sticks and other players?


What would happen if he didn’t have protection?


How does God protect us from evil?


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, As we prepare to study Your
Holy Word, give us Your Holy Spirit so that we may
understand and believe the great truths of Your Word.  Lead us to know that You will protect
us from this wicked world, by giving us faith in our Savior Jesus Christ.


Noah and the Flood – Genesis 6-8


Now it came to pass, when men
began to multiply on the face of the earth,
and daughters were born to them, {2} that
the sons of God saw the daughters of men,
that they were beautiful; and they took
wives for themselves of all whom they
chose. 


{3} And the LORD said, "My Spirit shall
not strive with man forever, for he is indeed
flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred
and twenty years." {4} There were giants on
the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in
to the daughters of men and they bore
children to them. Those were the mighty
men who were of old, men of renown. 


{5} Then the LORD saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. {6} And the
LORD was sorry that He had made man on


the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.
{7} So the LORD said, "I will destroy man
whom I have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing
and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I
have made them. {8} But Noah found
grace in the eyes of the LORD. 


{9} This is the genealogy of Noah.
Noah was a just man, perfect in his
generations. Noah walked with God. {10}
And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham,
and Japheth. 


{11} The earth also was corrupt
before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. {12} So God looked upon the
earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all
flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 


{13} And God said to Noah, "The end
of all flesh has come before Me, for the
earth is filled with violence through them;
and behold, I will destroy them with the
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earth. {14} " Make yourself an ark of
gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and
cover it inside and outside with pitch. {15}
"And this is how you shall make it: The
length of the ark shall be three hundred
cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits. {16} "You shall make a window
for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit
from above; and set the door of the ark in
its side. You shall make it with lower,
second, and third decks. {17} "And behold,
I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the
earth, to destroy from under heaven all
flesh in which is the breath of life;
everything that is on the earth shall die.
{18} "But I will establish My covenant with
you; and you shall go into the ark -- you,
your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives
with you. {19} "And of every living thing of
all flesh you shall bring two of every sort
into the ark, to keep them alive with you;
they shall be male and female. {20} "Of the
birds after their kind, of animals after their
kind, and of every creeping thing of the
earth after its kind, two of every kind will
come to you to keep them alive. { 21} "And
you shall take for yourself of all food that is
eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself;
and it shall be food for you and for them." 


{22} Thus Noah did; according to all
that God commanded him, so he did.


Genesis 7:1 Then the LORD said to
Noah, "Come into the ark, you and all your
household, because I have seen that you
are righteous before Me in this generation. 
{2} "You shall take with you seven each of
every clean animal, a male and his
female; two each of animals that are
unclean, a male and his female; {3} "also
seven each of birds of the air, male and
female, to keep the species alive on the
face of all the earth.  {4} "For after seven
more days I will cause it to rain on the
earth forty days and forty nights, and I will
destroy from the face of the earth all living
things that I have made." {5} And Noah did
according to all that the LORD


commanded him. {6} Noah was six
hundred years old when the floodwaters
were on the earth. 


{7} So Noah, with his sons, his wife,
and his sons' wives, went into the ark
because of the waters of the flood. {8} Of
clean animals, of animals that are unclean,
of birds, and of everything that creeps on
the earth, {9} two by two they went into
the ark to Noah, male and female, as God
had commanded Noah. {10} And it came
to pass after seven days that the waters of
the flood were on the earth. {11} In the six
hundredth year of Noah's life, in the
second month, the seventeenth day of the
month, on that day all the fountains of the
great deep were broken up, and the
windows of heaven were opened. {12}
And the rain was on the earth forty days
and forty nights. 


{13} On the very same day Noah
and Noah's sons, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three
wives of his sons with them, entered the ark
--  {14} they and every beast after its kind,
all cattle after their kind, every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth after its kind,
and every bird after its kind, every bird of
every sort. {15} And they went into the ark
to Noah, two by two, of all flesh in which is
the breath of life. {16} So those that
entered, male and female of all flesh, went
in as God had commanded him; and the
LORD shut him in. 


{17} Now the flood was on the earth
forty days. The waters increased and lifted
up the ark, and it rose high above the
earth. {18} The waters prevailed and
greatly increased on the earth, and the ark
moved about on the surface of the waters.
{19} And the waters prevailed exceedingly
on the earth, and all the high hills under
the whole heaven were covered. {20} The
waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward,
and the mountains were covered. {21} And
all flesh died that moved on the earth:
birds and cattle and beasts and every
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creeping thing that creeps on the earth,
and every man. {22} All in whose nostrils
was the breath of the spirit of life, all that
was on the dry land, died. {23} So He
destroyed all living things which were on
the face of the ground: both man and
cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air.
They were destroyed from the earth. Only
Noah and those who were with him in the
ark remained alive. {24} And the waters
prevailed on the earth one hundred and
fifty days.


Genesis 8:1 Then God remembered
Noah, and every living thing, and all the
animals that were with him in the ark. And
God made a wind to pass over the earth,
and the waters subsided. {2} The fountains
of the deep and the windows of heaven
were also stopped, and the rain from
heaven was restrained. {3} And the waters
receded continually from the earth. At the
end of the hundred and fifty days the
waters decreased. {4} Then the ark rested
in the seventh month, the seventeenth day
of the month, on the mountains of Ararat.
{5} And the waters decreased continually
until the tenth month. In the tenth month,
on the first day of the month, the tops of
the mountains were seen. 


{6} So it came to pass, at the end of
forty days, that Noah opened the window
of the ark which he had made. {7} Then he
sent out a raven, which kept going to and
fro until the waters had dried up from the
earth. {8} He also sent out from himself a
dove, to see if the waters had receded
from the face of the ground. {9} But the
dove found no resting place for the sole of
her foot, and she returned into the ark to
him, for the waters were on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand and
took her, and drew her into the ark to
himself. {10} And he waited yet another
seven days, and again he sent the dove
out from the ark. {11} Then the dove came
to him in the evening, and behold, a
freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth;


and Noah knew that the waters had
receded from the earth. {12} So he waited
yet another seven days and sent out the
dove, which did not return again to him
anymore. 


{13} And it came to pass in the six
hundred and first year, in the first month,
the first day of the month, that the waters
were dried up from the earth; and Noah
removed the covering of the ark and
looked, and indeed the surface of the
ground was dry. {14} And in the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the
month, the earth was dried. 


{15} Then God spoke to Noah,
saying, {16} "Go out of the ark, you and
your wife, and your sons and your sons'
wives with you. {17} "Bring out with you
every living thing of all flesh that is with you:
birds and cattle and every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth, so that they may
abound on the earth, and be fruitful and
multiply on the earth." {18} So Noah went
out, and his sons and his wife and his sons'
wives with him. {19} Every animal, every
creeping thing, every bird, and whatever
creeps on the earth, according to their
families, went out of the ark. 


{20} Then Noah built an altar to the
LORD, and took of every clean animal and
of every clean bird, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. {21} And the LORD
smelled a soothing aroma. Then the LORD
said in His heart, "I will never again curse
the ground for man's sake, although the
imagination of man's heart is evil from his
youth; nor will I again destroy every living
thing as I have done. 


{22} "While the earth remains,
Seedtime and harvest, Cold and heat,
Winter and summer, And day and night
Shall not cease."


Notes:
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the following questions from the story.


1. What did the sons of God begin to do?


2. How did most men now live their lives?


3. What did God say He would do to the earth and everything on it?


4. What were the dimensions of the ark God told Noah to build?


5. How high did the flood water rise?


6. How long did water cover the earth after the rain stopped?


7. About how many months total were Noah and his family on the ark?


8. What was Noah’s first act once he and his family were off the ark?


9. What two promises did God give to Noah?


Outer Aim
God cleansed the earth which had become corrupt and violent, but He
graciously preserved His children.
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What God Tells Us - Discuss the following questions.


1. Even though the people of the world had become very wicked, what shows that God
still loved them and was patient with them?


2. Why did it show great faith on Noah’s part to follow God’s command to build the ark?


3. Why did God save Noah, his family, and some of each species of animal He created,
instead of destroying the whole world?


4. What are some ways that the wicked world today tempts us to sin?


5. Even though God promised never to destroy the world with a flood, God does punish
sin.  How does He save us from the punishment we deserve?


6. How does God protect us from the wickedness that surrounds us and tempts us
everyday?


7. How can God’s promise to Noah to never again destroy the world with a flood
comfort us regarding all of God’s promises?


Inner Aim 
The evil world around us is always ready to help Satan lead believers away
from God, but by God’s grace we are able to resist those temptations and
continue to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for salvation.
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Passages


Proverbs 1:10 – My son, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them.


Mark 16:16 – He who does not believe will be condemned.


Ephesians 2:8 – By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God.


Psalm 5:4 – For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, 
nor shall evil dwell with You.


Psalm 34:8 – Oh taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts in
Him.


2 Cor. 6:14 – Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.


Hymn


Choose two of the verses of Hymn #446 (TLH) and explain how they fit the inner aim of
our lesson today.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Just as You saved Noah and his family


from the destruction of the evil world of their
day, protect us also from the temptations of
the devil, the world, and our flesh with Your
gracious gift of faith in our Savior Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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STORY 10/2/06
Noah and the Flood - Genesis 6-9:17


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, guide me as I present this lesson to the young people in my class so that I
may bring to them the truths You would have them learn from it. Help them to retain and benefit
from this lesson on their journey toward eternal life. Help them to grow in faith in the gracious God
Who has sent them forgiveness and salvation through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.


VOCABULARY
gopherwood - apparently a variety of cypress
pitch - a gummy, waterproof substance from a coniferous tree
cubit - approximately a foot and a half, 18 inches
covenant - an agreement, especially one God makes with men


OUTER AIM
God cleansed the earth which had become corrupt and violent.


INNER AIM
The evil world around us is always ready to help Satan lead believers away from God. By God's
grace we are able to resist those temptations and continue to trust in our Savior Jesus Christ for
salvation.


BACKGROUND   (Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 1, pp. 26-35)
As the human population increased, unbelief and sin also increased. When believers married
unbelievers, the believers were led away from faith in God. Because of the wickedness of the
people, God decided to destroy them. God spared Noah and his family and told him to build an ark.
Into this ark Noah was to take his family, a pair of every creature on earth, and food to feed them all.
God sent a flood which covered the highest mountains. All land creatures and birds not in the ark
died. Just over a year later the earth had dried and all in the ark came out. God promised never to
send such a flood again.


Chapter 6 
vv. 1-4  Marriages between believers and unbelievers resulted in gifted, but unbelieving children.
Their wickedness was so great that God determined not to put up with it for more than 120 years.


vv. 5-7   Because of the great wickedness of the people, God decided to destroy them along with all
land creatures and birds.


vv. 8-10  Noah was the exception to the wicked people. He believed in God and tried to do His will.
He had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.


vv. 11-13  God revealed to Noah his intention to destroy the earth with its corruption and violence.


vv. 14-16  Noah was instructed to build an ark according to the dimensions God revealed to him.


vv. 17-22  The destruction of every living thing on earth would be by a flood. Noah, his family and
pairs of every land creature and bird were to be saved in the ark.
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Chapter 7
vv. 1-4  Noah was commanded to enter the ark with his family and the creatures who were to be saved.


vv. 5-10  The designated passengers entered the ark and waited for seven days.


vv. 11-16  Noah was 600 years old when the flood began. Water fell from above and gushed up from below the
earth for 40 days and nights. All in the ark remained safe.


vv. 17-24  The water rose until it covered the highest mountains. All the creatures on land died. The flood
continued at that level for five months.


Chapter 8
vv. 1-5  God sent a wind and the water began to recede. The ark came to rest on a mountain in Ararat. Later, the
tops of the mountains became visible.


vv. 6-12  Noah sent out birds to learn what it was like outside the ark. A raven did not return. A dove was sent
out at weekly intervals. It did not return the third time.


vv. 13-14  On the first day of Noah's 601st year, he opened the ark. About a month later, the earth's surface was
dry.


vv. 15-19  After receiving permission from God, Noah, his family and all the creatures left the ark.


vv. 20-22  Noah built an altar and offered a thankoffering to God. God promised never to send such a disaster
again.


STUDENT PRAYER
Opening
Gracious heavenly Father who has said, "As I live, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the
wicked turn from his way and live," keep us from living a wicked life. Help us to do Your will and, when we
fail to do so, lead us to repent and look to Your Son, Jesus Christ, for forgiveness. Keep us trusting in Jesus as
our Savior so that we may be saved eternally. Amen.


Closing
Dear Heavenly Father, we see that we sin much every day. We know that we deserve death as a punishment.
Thank you for sending Jesus, whom you punished in our place on the cross. Fill our hearts with the Holy Spirit
that we may learn to obey you. Thank you for giving us eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen..


PRESENTATION
Introduction
(Hold up picture of Timothy McVeigh. See last page.) This man killed many people. The angry judge said,
“You deserve to die?” This man was put to death as punishment for killing so many people. In our Bible story
today we will hear about a world that was filled with bad people such as this man. (Feel free to substitute a
more timely picture, but stress here the fact that God is not pleased with any sin, not just mass murder. No one
escapes the judgment of God except by God’s grace and faith in our Savior Jesus.)
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Suggestions for telling the story
1. Use a play boat and animals in a dishpan. Use Play Dough to make mountains. Pour water from a


sprinkling can or pitcher for rain. Be sure to cover the Play Dough mountains with water.
2. Act out certain parts of the story. Hammer and saw boards, pint pitch, pretend to be animals. Make rain


sounds and wind sounds.
3. Show pictures.
4. Pace off the size of the ark in front of your church. (It was huge. One pace equals about one yard. The


ark was about 150 yards long (1 ½ football fields), 25 yards wide and 15 yards tall (45 feet tall.)
5. Make the paper plate visuals form the Level 1 student’s page in advance to help explain the story and


application.


The Story
This is written out in the Level 1 and Level 2 children’s pages.


Review
• We are going to learn two important words today. The first one is “judgment.” It reminds us of an angry


judge who says, “you are guilty. You have done wrong. You must be punished?” (Show picture
of judge here. See last page)


• What was wrong with the people of Noah’s day? (They were very wicked . [bad])
• What did god decide He would have to do because of their sin? (Destroy them with a flood.)
• Did God love all these people? (Yes!)
• Why didn’t God save their lives instead of killing them? (Jesus died fro their sins also, but these wicked


people didn’t want to have anything to do with God or His forgiveness through Jesus.)
• God, in His Love, knew He could not let their wickedness grow and grow. It had to be stopped! (Think of


what a scary place to live that would be with all those murders and beatings.)
• Why did God decide to save Noah and his family? (Noah believed in God. Galatians 3:6)
• Did Noah ever sin? (Yes)
• Then why didn’t god let Noah and his family die in the flood? (By God’s grace, Noah was sorry for his sins.


Noah believed in God’s forgiveness through the promised Savior, and so was saved. Don’t let
believing in Jesus sound like a good work. Even our faith is a gift of God. Ephesians 2:8-9)


• This bring us to our second new word, “mercy.” Mercy means God loves us and makes a way to save us.
• How did God save Noah and his family? (He saved them in the ark.)


Inner Aim
Here’s something for us to remember: Along with God’s judgment always comes God’s mercy. God punishes
sin, but He also saves. (Ezekiel 33:11 As I live, says the Lord, I don’t want the wicked man to die; I want him to
repent and live. Turn, turn form your wicked ways!)


APPLICATION
Do we sin? (Yes, every day.)
What do we deserve because of our sin? (The wages of sin is death.)
God is the judge who said our sins have to be punished.
Does God punish us for our sins? (No)
who did God punish for four sins in our place? (He punished Jesus; Jesus died on the cross.)


(Show a picture of Jesus dying on the cross.)
There is Jesus being punished for all of your sins and mine. But first Jesus had to live a perfect life in our place.
Did Jesus ever sin? (No)
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Since Jesus never sinned, He always did everything right. We call this His righteousness.
All those right things Jesus did become ours when we believe in Him as our Savior.


Just like Noah was saved in the ark, we are saved through Jesus. This saving work of Jesus becomes ours
through our baptism. “Baptism now saves you.” 1 Peter 3:21. When we are baptized , the Holy Spirit
gives us the power to live a New Life by obeying God and His Word. He also gives us eternal life. What
will our life be like after we die? (Briefly discuss out resurrection and life with Jesus in heaven.)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of god is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (A
possible illustration: Show one sealed envelope that says “Your paycheck (wages)” on the outside. Open
it up and take out a 3x5 card. On one side it says, “For the sins you do, you deserve...” and on the other
side write, “death (hell).” Now take out a wrapped present that is sealed and says, “gift” on the outside.
Open it and take out a 3x5 card that says on one side, “I was punished for you. Instead of death, I give
you...” On the other side write, “eternal life with Me in heaven. Love, Jesus.”)


Ps. 5:4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in  wickedness, nor shall evil dwell with You.


Ps. 34:8 Oh taste and see that the Lord is good;  blessed is the man who trusts in Him.


Prov. 1:10 My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.


Mark 16:16 He who does not believe will be condemned.


Eph. 2:8 By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.


2 Cor. 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.


HYMN CHOICES
I Lay My Sins on Jesus TLH #652:1 and 4
God Loved the World So That He Gave TLH #245
All Mankind Fell in Adam's Fall TLH #369
All That I Was, My Sin, My Guilt - TLH #378
Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray - TLH #446:1-5
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