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STORY 7/21/03


Cornelius and Peter - Acts 10


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, since Your love is too deep, broad, high, and wide to be detoured by such trivialities as a
person’s age, sex, race, or position in life, help me to show your wider, broader, higher and deeper love for
all peoples.  Use me as You used Peter wherever and however I may serve You by serving others. Amen.


OUTER AIM
A veteran Roman army officer is brought to know Jesus as his Savior.


INNER AIM
God’s love for souls is wide enough and deep enough to seek out an officer in the military and bring him to
salvation in Jesus. (see Eph. 3:18-19)


BACKGROUND AND VOCABULARY
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 520-530)
It has always been God’s desire to save all souls all over the world through all history.  But if the Jerusalem
Christians did not get moving into other cities and then to other countries, such souls would not learn of their
salvation.  So God had to give Peter and other disciples the thrill of discovering that gentile souls could also
be saved through Jesus.  Then each convert could become a witness to Jesus in his own life situations, and
so on and on...until today when even you and I are among the gentiles blessed with the Savior.
v.1
< Caesarea - The Roman capital of Palestine, named after Caesar Augustus, located on the


Mediterranean seacoast about fifty miles NW of Jerusalem.
< a centurion is a Roman  army commander of about 100 troopers.
< the Italian Regiment -  these men were native Italians, not conscripted from a province.
v.2 
< Although Cornelius was sincere, pious, and dedicated to the LORD Jehovah, he was still lacking what


Peter could bring him--the revelation that the Savior had already arrived in the person of Jesus of
Nazareth.


< Both Cornelius and Peter, the main characters in this story , needed to learn the scope of God’s love
for one and all.


v.  3-6   
< Cornelius’ prayers were reminders to God of His promises that included Gentiles in the


width-depth-height of  His love for sinners. 
< The angel made mention of these prayers to reassure Cornelius that he had been on the right track in his


spiritual quest.
< God’s next step was to enlist a Christian to come to his rescue.
v. 7-8
These details are rehearsed also in vv. 30-33.
< Since Joppa (modern Jaffa) lay about thirty miles south of Caesarea, and they had set out soon after


3:00 pm, they did not arrive at Joppa until early afternoon the next day.
v. 9-16  
< Here the scene shifts to God’s working to correct Peter’s (natural and Jewish) misconception that


God’s mercies did not include Gentiles. 
< That’s why He put the disciples into training to enlarge their perception of His love. 
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< They were going to learn how far from Jerusalem God would go to save a soul--how deep down into the
dregs of society He would reach to salvage a soul--how wide afield into the pagan wilderness His love
would range.  


< To get Peter’s cooperation in reaching out to gentiles, God needed to make Peter’s heart convinced about
the scope of His redeeming love.


< That was the purpose of the vision of the critters in the sheet being lowered from heaven (God’s throne)
and the heavenly voice directing him to share in whatever God declared OK.


 v.14
 < Even in the trance,Peter’s response came from an inbred “kosher” conscience. 
 < The term common indicates that it did not qualify for sacrificing, and unclean that it was unfit for human


consumption at any level, being outlawed in Leviticus 11.  
 < The whole “kosher” arrangement was a constant reminder that God had His fingers on Jewish everyday


life (their stomachs, vessels, water supply, clothing, farming and hunting activities, business dealings, social
customs, etc.), and that He was in control of how He wanted people to worship Him.


 < Yet Peter did not readily surrender to the heavenly insistence (in triplicate!) that God can revoke His own
Levitical restrictions as He sees fit.  


 < Peter had to learn that when God declares He “has cleansed” something (to erase its unsuitability), no
human has the right to still disapprove.  


 < After all, it is God who makes the rules for humans, not vice versa.
v. 17-18   
< Since Peter had no stomach for nonkosher foods, he was confused as to whether he dared go against


God’s ancient regulations delivered through Moses. 
< In the midst of his mental disarray, the delegation arrived from Cornelius. 
v. 20ff.  
< Peter’s concern over the puzzling vision was “put on hold” while the Spirit directed Peter to attend to the


visitor--with assurances that they had been sent by God to locate Peter, and that Peter could go along,
free of conscience pangs about being in the company of gentiles.


v. 21 
< Though Peter gave them a less-than-warm welcome when he saw the Roman soldier, he invited them to


declare the purpose of their call.
v.  22    
< They presented their cause to Peter, humbly petitioning him to speak whatever he wished.
v.        23    
< It was by now too late in the day to set out on a ten-hour walk; moreover, by now God’s directives and


Peter’s love for souls had put aside his narrow Jewishness about inviting “unclean” persons to share his
friend’s roof, his table, and his linens.  


< The next day, in the right God-pleasing frame of mind,  Peter set forth for Caesarea, accompanied by
Christian friends. 


< They were soon to get a new revelation  of how God looked at gentiles, and that would redirect them  in
their mission to preach the Savior to all folks.


v. 24-33  Peter meets Cornelius
v. 24 
< In the fourth day of this new chapter in Cornelius’ life,  he eagerly awaited the return of his servants with


Simon Peter; he was prepared to greet them with a house full of relatives and close friends who shared his
devotion to Jehovah, the Covenant God.
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v. 25 
Cornelius’ prostrate welcome was corrected by a kindly but firm hand, as Peter permitted no popish adoration.
v. 27-28   
< Peter, who had to overcome generations of Jewishness, had learned the lesson of the trance/vision, and he


opened his heart as he explained this to the group.
v. 29  
< Since God had not as yet spelled out what Peter should do when he met with these gentiles, Peter was


obliged to  ask what they had in mind.
v. 30-33  
< So Cornelius rehearsed it (cf. vv.3-7) and invited Peter to deliver whatever it was that God had on His


mind for Peter to tell them.
vv. 34-43  
< Peter’s sermon to Cornelius’ household clearly reveals that he had come to learn God’s love was broad


and long enough to cross over the ethnic barrier between Jew and Gentile.
< Peter traced the length of God’s love, which reached from Judea through Galilee (v. 37) to all points


beyond;  that “whoever (with no ethnic limitations) believes in Him will receive remission of sins.” 
< The Christian message always includes these historical events, with emphasis on the truth that Jesus of


Nazareth (an unlikely person from an unlikely place) was indeed the “anointed” agent of God the Father
(v. 38), who survived death in his resurrection (v. 40) and will function as Judge over humanity, to grant
remission of sins to whoever believes in Him. 


v. 44-48  
< The Holy Spirit comes to the gentiles also in this “Epiphany of the Gentiles”.
< This should dispel any doubt lingering in the minds of anyone past, present, or future that God’s love was


broad/deep/long enough to bring gentiles into His family, for here Jesus’ promise to bestow His Spirit
upon His people (Acts 1:5) was again honored as the “Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the
Word.”


< In other words, they were converted then and there from their Old Testament faith in the coming Messiah,
as the Spirit brought them the assurance that Jesus was already Savior, and not for Jews only, but  for
them also.  


v. 45-46  
< This was a new and marvelous discovery for the Jewish-background Christians, who up to now had not


fully realized that their Jewish “Jesus” was also the gentile “Savior.”
v. 46  
< Their “tongue-speaking” should not be interpreted as an unearthly lingo, for at such an emotional moment


as this they simply broke forth into their mother tongues (Italian and other Mediterranean dialects of the
Indo-European family of languages), all of which were “foreign” to the Hebrews, of course.  


< This whole subject of “tongue-speaking”  (as it happened also on the first Christian Pentecost--Acts
2:4-11) has been largely misunderstood and misrepresented by Pentecostals as  heavenly languages
unknown to this earth.  


< Scripture gives us to understand that “speaking in tongues” means they spoke in languages or dialects
foreign to the Palestinian Jew. 


< The miracle of the “tongue-speaking” at the first Pentecost lies in this that in that instance God also broke
the language barrier (a barrier to the Gospel ever since Babel) by enabling Hebrews to speak in foreign
languages. But they were human, earthly languages, after all. 


< And that’s what happened here. As in their mother tongues these people of Cornelius’ household glorified
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God for reaching out beyond Jewry to salvage even them. 
< (Years later in the Corinth congregation its polyglot members needed to be corrected from their misuse of


“tongue-speaking,” for they disturbed the worship service with personal messages blurted out in their
mother tongue in the enthusiasm of the moment.  See I Cor. 14)


v. 47 
< Now then, since God had given them His five-star approval rating, who dared deny them acceptance into


the earthly fellowship?  
< So they were received into full membership in the company of saints via baptism, during which they  also


affirmed their faith in Jesus. Hallelujah!!


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for saving Cornelius and his friends and relatives. Thank You for a love that sees
past all the things that sometimes keep us from caring whether someone knows about You, their Savior, or not.
Lord, we know that no one is saved without faith in You. Help us to love more so that we do care about the
salvation of others and do share the truth about You. Amen. 


PRESENTATION
Teacher should present story by directly telling the story rather than reading it. 


APPLICATIONS
1. Our approach to the neighbor or stranger (even “God-fearing, church-going, decent people”) avoids


chastising them for what they may be lacking in their lives. Since we do not know if a person lacks the
One Thing Needful, we find a way to present Jesus  in a spirit of warmth, confident that our sharing the
Scriptures and the Savior with them is a privilege entrusted to us by  our God.  Then we let the dialogue
develop from there one step at a time.


2. We also do well to ferret out of our hearts any residual prejudice against others (Jews, Mexicans,
Hmongs, Negroes, Poles, etc.). A bad attitude about Jews, Catholics, and “Polacks” (ala Archie Bunker,
the clown-prince of Bigotry) could short-circuit an opening for the Spirit’s working, making us unsuitable
for His use.  “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.” (I Jn.2:6)  
“We should love one another.” (I Jn.3:11) Note: We learn from Scripture (John 5:23; 6:53-58; 8:24;
11:25; 14:6, etc.) that God does not value false religions, those not founded on Jesus as the Way, the
Truth, and the Life--and no amount of devotion and piety can compensate for the loss of the Savior.


3. We can see that our social or cultural inhibitions hamper God’s ministry of the gospel.  The privileged
responsibility  (calling) of the Christian in this world is to respond to any request  “as in the presence of
God to speak all the things commanded us by God” as the occasion warrants (10:33).  One-on-one is
how we usually begin;  sometimes a small group gathered in a private home asks for pastoral service: This
is how many  of our CLC congregations first assembled.


4. This military person in a foreign land did not give up his worship of Jehovah, but influenced his whole
household to join him in God’s kingdom. Cornelius serves as a “good conduct” example for anyone in the
military.
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5. God is indeed “impartial” (v.34), not prejudiced against any individual, race, or nationality.  We in the
CLC share that view, not resting on our family’s bloodline, or our grandpa’s status as a founding father in
the CLC or some other status symbol of Lutheran patriotism. We realize that God looks on our heart for
the right attitude (“whoever fears Him”) and in our lives for the right effects (“and works righteousness”)
when He has a special assignment lined up for us.     Whereas angels make announcements and give
directions, God entrusts missionary and pastoral care as the Spirit’s work through the agency of fellow
mortals.  Isn’t that an amazing privilege for us?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
I Thess. 5:17 - Pray without ceasing.
I Tim. 2:3-4  - God our Savior...desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.


Middle any of the above and...
Isaiah 43:1  - Thus says the LORD, who created you...”Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you
by your name; You are Mine.”
Eph. 2:13 - But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by the blood of Christ.
1 John 1:7  - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Upper any of the above and...
I Thess. 2:13 - When you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God.
II Peter 3:9  - The Lord ... is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any  should perish but that all should come
to repentance.


HYMN CHOICES
“Salvation Unto Us has Come”   TLH # 377
“By Grace I’m Saved, Grace Free and Boundless”  TLH # 373
“Come, Holy Spirit, Come”  TLH # 225
“Savior Sprinkle Many Nations” TLH #510







PETER AND CORNELIUS
(Additional Teacher Notes)


A. Preparation


Have you ever been to the library? Have you ever tried to count how many books there are on the shelves
at the library? What if you read every book that was there. You would learn a lot, wouldn’t you? But
there are more books in the world. What if you read all of those too? What if you learned everything that
there was to learn in the whole world. What do you think would be the most important thing? The most
important thing of all is to learn about Jesus, isn’t it? It doesn’t matter if we know everything else in the
whole world, if we don’t know and trust that Jesus died for us and took away our sins, nothing else
matters. Today we are going to learn about a man named Cornelius. The Lord told Peter to tell Cornelius
the good news about what Jesus did for him.


OUTER AIM   Cornelius learns that Jesus is his Savior


B. Presentation


C. Penetration


Because God had once told the nation of Israel that the promised Savior would be born from their
descendants, many Jews of Jesus’ day thought that only Jews would receive the blessings of God and be
saved. Cornelius was not a Jew, and yet God sent Peter to preach the good news to him. The Lord taught
Peter that Christ died for all and not just for one particular race of people.


Sample Question Sequence


Who was Cornelius?
What did God tell Cornelius to do?
What dream did Peter have?
Why might Peter have been hesitant to visit Cornelius?
How did the dream teach Peter that God wanted everyone to hear about Jesus?
What did Peter say to Cornelius when the two of them met?
Whom does God want to hear His word about the Savior?


INNER AIM    The good news about Jesus is for everybody


D. Application


Since the good news of the forgiveness of sins is meant for everyone, that means it is meant for us and we
can take comfort in it. It also means we can share it with others because it is meant for them too.


E. Drill and Review


See worksheets
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The Story


Cornelius was a Roman
soldier who lived in Caesarea. He
believed in God and prayed to
Him all the time, but he did not
know about Jesus. God wanted
him to know about Jesus, his
Savior. God sent an angel to
Cornelius. The angel said,
“Cornelius!”


Cornelius was afraid and
said, “What is it?”


The angel said, “God has
heard your prayers. Send some
men to Joppa to get Simon Peter.
He will tell you what to do.”


Cornelius sent three men to
Joppa to get Peter. While these
men were going to Joppa, God
gave Peter a vision. He saw a
large sheet with all kinds of
animals in it. God said, “Peter, kill
and eat.” 


Peter said, “No, Lord, I have
never eaten any of these animals.
They are not clean.”


God said, “When God has
cleaned them, don’t call them
unclean.” This happened three
times.


Peter was not sure what God
wanted him to learn. Just then,
the three men from Cornelius
arrived. God said, “Go with these
men. I have sent them.”


It was too late to leave that
day. The next day Peter went with
the three men to Cornelius.  Peter
heard Cornelius’s story. Peter said,
“Now I know what God wanted
me to learn. God sent Jesus for
everyone. Everyone who believes
in Him will be saved, even if they
are not Jews.”


Then Peter told Cornelius and
everyone in his house about
Jesus. He told them how Jesus
lived and died to save people
from their sins. He told them how
Jesus rose from the dead. He told
them that Jesus had told the
disciples to preach the
forgiveness of sins to all people.


The Holy Spirit came to
everyone there who heard God’s
Word. Cornelius and everyone in
his house believed in Jesus. Peter
baptized all of them.                     
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Review


1.  Who said, “Go with these men.
I have sent them?”


2.  Who said, “Send men to Joppa
to get Simon Peter?”


3.  Who said, “God sent Jesus for
everyone?”


4.  Who came to the people who 
heard God’s Word?


5.  Who preached God’s Word?


Passages


God our Savior ... desires
all men to be saved.
1 Timothy 2:3-4


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus, Thank You for saving me. Thank You for sending people
to me to talk about You.  Amen.


Which of the children in the picture above would
God our Savior want to be saved? Color them.


Draw a picture of yourself. God wants
you to be saved, too.
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Cornelius and Peter
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The Story


Cornelius was a Roman
soldier who lived in Caesarea.
He believed in God, prayed all
the time, and gave money to
the poor, but he did not know
about Jesus.


One day he saw a vision
where an angel from God
came to him and said,
“Cornelius!”


Cornelius was afraid and
said, “What is it, Lord?”


The angel said, “Your
prayers are answered. Send
some men to Joppa to get
Simon Peter who is staying with
Simon the tanner. He will tell you
what you must do.”


Cornelius sent three men to
Joppa. At noon the next day
they were close to Joppa. Peter
was up on the roof waiting for
lunch and praying. He saw a
vision. In the vision there was a
sheet with many different kinds
of animals. They were animals
Jews did not eat. A voice said,
“Get up, Peter, kill and eat.”


Peter said, “No, Lord, I have
never eaten these unclean
animals.” This happened three
times. Peter wondered what this
vision meant. As he was thinking
about it, the men from Cornelius


came to the gate of Simon the
tanner’s house and asked for
Peter. God told Peter they were
there and that he should go with
them because God had sent
them. Peter went to them, and
they told him about Cornelius’s
vision. The next day Peter and six
other men went with them to
Cornelius’s house.


Cornelius had called all his
relatives and friends to come.
Peter said to them, “You know
that it is against Jewish law for a
Jew to keep company with
people from other nations who
are not Jews. But God has
shown me that I should not call
any man unclean. That is why I
came. Why did you send for
me?


Cornelius told him about
the angel he had seen and
what the angel had said. Peter
said, “I see now that God does
not choose one person over
another. He sent Jesus Christ to
be Lord over all people. We
heard Jesus preach. We saw Him
do good things. We saw Him die.
We saw Him after God raised
Him from the dead. He told us to
preach. He told us that whoever
believes in Him will have the
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forgiveness of sins.
As Peter said these words


the Holy Spirit came to the
people there. They believed


 and praised God. The people
were baptized. They asked Peter
to stay a few more days to tell
them more about Jesus.


Review - Cut out or write the words or phrases below and glue them under the
name of the person they describe.


ÇSoldier


ÇRoman


ÇJew


Çlearned about Jesus


Çtaught about Jesus


Çsaw a sheet with animals


Çpreacher


Çsaw an angel


Peter Cornelius
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Passage


God our Savior ... desires all men to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 


1 Timothy 2:3-4


Hymn - TLH# 373 v. 1, 2


By grace I’m saved, grace free and
boundless;


My soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?
Hath Scripture ever falsehood taught?
Nay; then this word must true remain:
By grace thou, too, shalt heaven obtain.


By grace! None dare lay claim to
merit;
Our works and conduct have no
worth.
God in His love sent our Redeemer,
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth;
His death did for our sins atone,
And we are saved by grace alone.


Talking to Jesus
Before reading this prayer, think of a person who does not believe in Jesus and
write his or her name in the blank.


Dear God,
You made sure that Cornelius learned about Jesus so he could


go to heaven. You made sure that I learned about Jesus so I can go
to heaven. ______________ doesn’t seem to believe in Jesus yet. If I
can help tell _______________ about Jesus, show me how. Thank you
for saving me.  Amen.
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Which of these would you buy
to eat?


How do you usually think of the
item on the right?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, thank you for bringing me to know that Jesus is my Savior. We know
that everyone needs to know about Jesus as his or her Savior to be saved. Help us to be
ready to share the good news of salvation with people who do not know about Jesus. Bring
us together with people who are ready to learn about Jesus. Keep us from selfish pride that
would keep us from sharing the gospel with certain people. Father, You love us. Help us love
others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Acts 10
There was a certain man in


Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment, {2}
a devout man and one who feared God
with all his household, who gave alms
generously to the people, and prayed to
God always. {3} About the ninth hour of
the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel
of God coming in and saying to him,
"Cornelius!"


{4} And when he observed him, he
was afraid, and said, "What is it, lord?" 


So he said to him, "Your prayers and
your alms have come up for a memorial
before God. {5} Now send men to Joppa,
and send for Simon whose surname is Peter.


{6} He is lodging with Simon, a tanner,
whose house is by the sea. He will tell you
what you must do." {7} And when the
angel who spoke to him had departed,
Cornelius called two of his household
servants and a devout soldier from among
those who waited on him continually. {8}
So when he had explained all these things
to them, he sent them to Joppa. 


{9} The next day, as they went on
their journey and drew near the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray, about
the sixth hour. {10} Then he became very
hungry and wanted to eat; but while they
made ready, he fell into a trance {11} and
saw heaven opened and an object like a
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great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the
earth. {12} In it were all kinds of four-footed
animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping
things, and birds of the air. {13} And a
voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and
eat." 


{14} But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I
have never eaten anything common or
unclean." 


{15} And a voice spoke to him again
the second time, "What God has cleansed
you must not call common." {16} This was
done three times. And the object was
taken up into heaven again. 


{17} Now while Peter wondered
within himself what this vision which he
had seen meant, behold, the men who
had been sent from Cornelius had made
inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before
the gate. {18} And they called and asked
whether Simon, whose surname was Peter,
was lodging there. 


{19} While Peter thought about the
vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three
men are seeking you. {20} "Arise therefore,
go down and go with them, doubting
nothing; for I have sent them." 


{21} Then Peter went down to the
men who had been sent to him from
Cornelius, and said, "Yes, I am he whom
you seek. For what reason have you
come?" {22} And they said, "Cornelius the
centurion, a just man, one who fears God
and has a good reputation among all the
nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed
by a holy angel to summon you to his
house, and to hear words from you." 


{23} Then he invited them in and
lodged them. On the next day Peter went
away with them, and some brethren from


Joppa accompanied him. {24} And the
following day they entered Caesarea. Now
Cornelius was waiting for them, and had
called together his relatives and close
friends. {25} As Peter was coming in,
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet
and worshiped him. {26} But Peter lifted
him up, saying, "Stand up; I myself am also
a man." 


{27} And as he talked with him, he
went in and found many who had come
together. {28} Then he said to them, "You
know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to
keep company with or go to one of
another nation. But God has shown me
that I should not call any man common or
unclean. {29} "Therefore I came without
objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask,
then, for what reason have you sent for
me?" 


{30} So Cornelius said, "Four days ago
I was fasting until this hour; and at the
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and
behold, a man stood before me in bright
clothing, {31} and said, 'Cornelius, your
prayer has been heard, and your alms are
remembered in the sight of God. {32} Send
therefore to Joppa and call Simon here,
whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the
house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When
he comes, he will speak to you.' {33} So I
sent to you immediately, and you have
done well to come. Now therefore, we are
all present before God, to hear all the
things commanded you by God."


{34} Then Peter opened his mouth
and said: "In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality. {35} But in every nation
whoever fears Him and works righteousness
is accepted by Him. {36} The word which
God sent to the children of Israel,
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preaching peace through Jesus Christ; He
is Lord of all; {37} that word you know,
which was proclaimed throughout all
Judea, and began from Galilee after the
baptism which John preached: {38} how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him. 


{39} And we are witnesses of all
things which He did both in the land of the
Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on a tree. {40} Him God raised up
on the third day, and showed Him openly,
{41}"not to all the people, but to witnesses
chosen before by God, even to us who ate
and drank with Him after He arose from the
dead. {42} And He commanded us to
preach to the people, and to testify that it


 is He who was ordained by God to be
Judge of the living and the dead. {43} "To
Him all the prophets witness that, through
His name, whoever believes in Him will
receive remission of sins." 


{44} While Peter was still speaking
these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who heard the word. {45} And those
of the circumcision who believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out on the Gentiles also. {46}
For they heard them speak with tongues
and magnify God. Then Peter answered,
{47} "Can anyone forbid water, that these
should not be baptized who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"
{48} And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord. Then
they asked him to stay a few days.


What the Story Tells Us


1. Cornelius was a ___________________ who believed in the ________________ of the


___________________ but did not know that __________________ is the __________________.


(Jesus, Roman, God, Messiah, centurion, Jews)


2. Peter was a ___________________ of ______________________ who believed


that____________________ came only for _________________. (Jews, Jesus, disciple, Jesus)


3. God showed Peter that _____________________ is for everyone by sending him a vision of


a ___________________ filled with _________________ normally considered


__________________ by the __________________.  (animals, Jesus, sheet, Jews, unclean)


4. God told Peter to eat the __________________. When Peter said, “______________,”


because they were ____________________, God told him to not call something


___________________ when God had _____________________ it.   


(animals, cleaned, no, unclean, unclean)
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5. Peter went with the men from Cornelius and preached ____________________ to


Cornelius, his relatives and friends. They __________________ in _________________ and


were _____________________.   (believed, baptized, Jesus, Jesus)


Outer Aim 
God brought Cornelius, a Roman army officer, to faith in Jesus his Savior.


What God Tells Us


In his dream Peter was told, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” God tells
us in 1 John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”


Whom has God cleansed?


By whom does God cleanse?


Passages


Ephesians 2:13 - “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ.”


What is a person’s relationship with God without Jesus?


Isaiah 43:1 - “Thus says the LORD, who created you ... ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I
have called you by your name; You are Mine.’”


To whom is God speaking?


1 Timothy 2:3-4 - “God our Savior ... desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”


Whom does “all men” include?


Inner Aim
God’s love for souls is wide enough and deep enough to seek out everyone no matter who or
where they are.
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Hymn - Which stanzas of Hymn #373 emphasize these truths?


1. God gives us heaven.


2. Jesus saves sinners.


3. We are not saved by praying and giving
money to the poor.


4. Everyone is a sinner.


5. Satan does not want us to believe our
sins are forgiven.


Your Turn - Discuss the following.


< Suppose some children in your school are cruel to another child because she can’t
speak English very well, dresses very differently, and brings strange foods for lunch. What
do you do?


< Suppose a boy in your neighborhood who doesn’t take a bath very often and who
sometimes curses wants to come to church with you. What do you do?


< Suppose at your house you have devotion every night after your evening meal. You
have a new friend who does not know about Jesus. What do you do?


Prayer


Write a prayer about someone you know who does not know that Jesus is the Savior.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Cornelius and Peter
Acts 10


Why do people build fences?
What is done with a fence when it is no longer


necessary?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, in Your great  love for us
You have given us faith through the Holy Spirit
in Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we study Your Word
today show us any barriers we have in our lives that keep us from sharing the truth about Jesus
with other people. Help us to take down these barriers. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Acts 10


There was a certain man in
Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment, {2}
a devout man and one who feared God
with all his household, who gave alms
generously to the people, and prayed to
God always. {3} About the ninth hour of
the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel
of God coming in and saying to him,
"Cornelius!"


{4} And when he observed him, he
was afraid, and said, "What is it, lord?" 


So he said to him, "Your prayers and
your alms have come up for a memorial
before God. {5} "Now send men to Joppa,
and send for Simon whose surname is Peter.
{6} "He is lodging with Simon, a tanner,
whose house is by the sea. He will tell you
what you must do." {7} And when the
angel who spoke to him had departed,
Cornelius called two of his household


servants and a devout soldier from among
those who waited on him continually. {8}
So when he had explained all these things
to them, he sent them to Joppa. 


{9} The next day, as they went on
their journey and drew near the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray, about
the sixth hour. {10} Then he became very
hungry and wanted to eat; but while they
made ready, he fell into a trance {11} and
saw heaven opened and an object like a
great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the
earth. {12} In it were all kinds of four-footed
animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping
things, and birds of the air. {13} And a
voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and
eat." 


{14} But Peter said, "Not so, Lord! For I
have never eaten anything common or
unclean." 
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{15} And a voice spoke to him again
the second time, "What God has cleansed
you must not call common." {16} This was
done three times. And the object was
taken up into heaven again. 


{17} Now while Peter wondered
within himself what this vision which he
had seen meant, behold, the men who
had been sent from Cornelius had made
inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before
the gate. {18} And they called and asked
whether Simon, whose surname was Peter,
was lodging there. 


{19} While Peter thought about the
vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behold, three
men are seeking you. {20} "Arise therefore,
go down and go with them, doubting
nothing; for I have sent them." 


{21} Then Peter went down to the
men who had been sent to him from
Cornelius, and said, "Yes, I am he whom
you seek. For what reason have you
come?" {22} And they said, "Cornelius the
centurion, a just man, one who fears God
and has a good reputation among all the
nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed
by a holy angel to summon you to his
house, and to hear words from you." 


{23} Then he invited them in and
lodged them. On the next day Peter went
away with them, and some brethren from
Joppa accompanied him. {24} And the
following day they entered Caesarea. Now
Cornelius was waiting for them, and had
called together his relatives and close
friends. {25} As Peter was coming in,
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet
and worshiped him. {26} But Peter lifted
him up, saying, "Stand up; I myself am also
a man." 


{27} And as he talked with him, he


went in and found many who had come
together. {28} Then he said to them, "You
know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to
keep company with or go to one of
another nation. But God has shown me
that I should not call any man common or
unclean. {29} "Therefore I came without
objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask,
then, for what reason have you sent for
me?" {30} So Cornelius said, "Four days ago
I was fasting until this hour; and at the
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and
behold, a man stood before me in bright
clothing, {31} "and said, 'Cornelius, your
prayer has been heard, and your alms are
remembered in the sight of God. {32} 'Send
therefore to Joppa and call Simon here,
whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the
house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When
he comes, he will speak to you.' {33} "So I
sent to you immediately, and you have
done well to come. Now therefore, we are
all present before God, to hear all the
things commanded you by God."


{34} Then Peter opened his mouth
and said: "In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality. {35} "But in every
nation whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him. {36} "The
word which God sent to the children of
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ; He is Lord of all; {37} "that word you
know, which was proclaimed throughout
all Judea, and began from Galilee after
the baptism which John preached: {38}
"how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power, who went
about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with Him. 


{39} "And we are witnesses of all







New Testament                                                                                     Cornelius & Peter - Level 43


things which He did both in the land of the
Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on a tree. {40} "Him God raised up
on the third day, and showed Him openly,
{41} "not to all the people, but to witnesses
chosen before by God, even to us who ate
and drank with Him after He arose from the
dead. {42} "And He commanded us to
preach to the people, and to testify that it
is He who was ordained by God to be
Judge of the living and the dead. {43} "To
Him all the prophets witness that, through
His name, whoever believes in Him will
receive remission of sins." {44} While Peter
was still speaking these words, the Holy


Spirit fell upon all those who heard the
word. {45} And those of the circumcision
who believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out on the
Gentiles also. {46} For they heard them
speak with tongues and magnify God.
Then Peter answered, {47} "Can anyone
forbid water, that these should not be
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?" {48} And he
commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. Then they asked him to
stay a few days.


Recalling Details - Mark each statement(T)rue or (F)alse.


_____ 1. Cornelius believed in Jehovah, the
God of the Jews.


_____ 2. Cornelius was told to send for Simon
Peter by an angel.


_____ 3. Peter was eager to eat meat from
the animals in the sheet.


_____ 4. God told Peter to go with the men
sent from Cornelius.


_____ 5. Cornelius wanted all his friends and
relatives to hear Peter.


_____ 6. Peter never figured out what the
vision meant.


_____ 7. Peter told Cornelius and the other
people there about himself.


_____ 8. Cornelius and the other people
who heard about Jesus received the
Holy Spirit and believed.


_____ 9. Cornelius and the other people
who believed did not want to be
baptized.


Outer Aim - God wanted Peter to tell Cornelius and the others about Jesus their Savior,
so they could be saved.


Discussion Questions 


1. What was the Jewish attitude toward Gentiles?


2. How did God show Peter this was not the attitude God wanted him to have?
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3. How do we sometimes show a bad attitude about other people?


4. What can be done about that?


Inner Aim - God’s love is for all people. He wants His believers to show and tell the
love of Jesus Christ to everyone.


Passages


1 Timothy 2:3-4 - “God our ________________ ... desires ____________ men to be ____________
and to come to the knowledge of the _________________. (all, Savior, truth, saved)


2 Peter 3:9 - “ The Lord ... is _________________ toward us, not willing that _____________ should
___________________ but that ______________ should come to _____________________.


(all, repentance, any, perish, longsuffering)


Ephesians 2:13 - “But now in Christ __________________ you who once were _______________ off
have been made __________________ by the ______________ of ______________.


(Jesus, near, Christ, blood, far)


1 Thessalonians 2:13 - “ When you _____________ the word of ____________ which you heard
from us, you ________________it not as the word of ________________, but as it is in truth,
the ______________ of God.           (received, men, God, welcomed)


Hymn - How does each of the following hymn stanzas fit this lesson?


Hymn #377, stanza 1


Hymn #373, stanza 3


Hymn #225, stanza 5


Hymn #510, stanza 3


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for saving Cornelius and his friends and relatives. Thank You for a
love that sees past all the things that sometimes keep us from caring whether someone
knows about You, their Savior, or not. Lord, we know that no one is saved without faith in
You. Help us to love more so that we do care about the salvation of others and do share the
truth about You. Amen.
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STORY 7/27/03


Paul and the Jailer at Philippi - Acts 16:9-40


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, who came to Paul in a vision--to steer him to people whom he could help bring home to
You--let my vision of You be strong and helpful to me so that I can carry You to others;  and let me help
bring them home to You also.  Thanks.  Amen.


OUTER AIM
God used Paul to bring Jesus to a prison warden and then to his family.


INNER AIM
God sends believers into the world with the Gospel message in order to rescue those lost in sin.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 557-566)
By now we have skipped over Paul’s first missionary trip (chs. 13-14), the first convention of the Christian
Church (ch.15), and part of the second missionary trip (15:36-16:30), which was a revisiting of
congregations founded on the first trip.  The Spirit kept steering them down to Troas (Troy), where He sent
Paul the vision of the Macedonian person pleading for Paul to sail over to Greece to preach the gospel of
salvation to him and his countrymen.
v.9  
< With this vision God guided Paul to Europe across the Adriatic to bring the Savior to gentiles there, and


He did it with the plea: ”Come over and help us!”  
< We would no more turn our back on perishing souls than ignore a drowning person’s frantic cries:


”HELP! HELP!”
< Macedonia was a country north of ancient Greece, homeland of Alexander the Great, a northern


portion  of the modern country of Greece. (cf. maps)
v. 10  
< Paul never hesitated to obey Jesus, so with Luke, Silas, and Timothy, they got a coastal sailor going to


Europe because someone there needed help.
v.12 
< Philippi was the ”county seat? of the eastern division of Macedonia, at that time a Roman colony;  so


Paul’s Roman citizenship would be an advantage in such a place.
< Foreign governments often restrict or revoke passports and visas; many heathen countries especially


with Muslim heritage do not welcome Christians, whether as tourists or missionaries.
v.13  
< The normal place to make contact would be the local Jewish synagogue; since there was none, they


found a prayer group having Sabbath service at Riverside Park. 
< As a rabbi in his own right, Paul got their attention and guided them into a conversation about the


Messiah.
< We have no Synodical rule book for ”How to start a mission.?   When we speak of our Savior with


neighbors,  at school, at work, at sports events--or invite people to share our church worship of Jesus,
God’s Son and Savior of sinners--we are doing what Jesus wants.
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v.14
< Lydia, whose livelihood came from selling purple dye, worshiped the true God but had not yet heard that Jesus was


the Messiah who had already finished the work of redemption.
< ”The Lord Jesus opened her heart to heed the things (gospel) spoken by Paul.”  
< So simple sounding, but the greatest marvel in all God’s creation that the inner sanctuary of the human soul is made


to open at the message of God’s surpassing love, is moved to contemplate this wondrous revelation and becomes
convinced of its truth and integrity! 


v. 15
< Because she had been brought to faith in Jesus’ blood and righteousness, she received holy baptism for the


assurance that her sins had been washed away, that she was adopted by God into His family, and that she was
included in the fellowship of believers in Christ.  


< Others in the household (whether children or servants we do not know) who were converted were also baptized,
and thus a new Christian congregation was formed and  already growing!


< It was a fruit of her faith and love for Jesus that she was eager to serve her new friends by offering free housing and
meals. 


< Serving the Lord is a two-way street for Christians;  as we freely give, we receive freely from others.  Jesus knew
this from His own experience and encourages us to discover it also.  ”Give, and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38


< What a contrast to the next event--God’s way of getting Paul into contact with the warden of the local jail (perhaps
the man of the vision).


v. 16-24  
< The next step in God’s plans was to get Paul into prison, for from that position  he could  unlock the warden from a


worse prison, his fear of God’s punishment for his sins.
< Paul  certainly spoke from personal experience, ”How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding


out!? (Rom.11:33)  We discover that when one door is shut, another opens to a corridor we didn’t notice, and thus
to another door that awaits our hand.  What you and I do today is part of a pattern that God is weaving for you
and me and the salvation of others.


< So in order to get Paul into an advantageous position for serving the warden, God put this slave girl into Paul’s
path.


v.16  
< She was a psychic, whose skill at fortune-telling (if it was a gift from God that she misused we do not know) was at


the time under the control of a satanic spirit, a demon. 
< People who don’t allow God to direct their lives try to manipulate their own future, sometimes by use of psychics. 


Today’s psychics have capitalized on television’s power to spread their cult.  Christians will beware of this
Satan-sponsored attraction, rather relying on their loving Father in heaven to be in control of their future.


v.17
< When Paul and company came within range, God took temporary control of her demon so that it was forced to tell


the truth:  ”These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.   
< The name she used is one that the gentiles could grasp, even though the LORD Jehovah is a title more meaningful


to Bible people.
< The Muslims have invented one-hundred-and-one names for their deity (Allah), some of which they have smuggled


over from our Scriptures. What is the name you use for God when you pray--or when you speak of Him to others? 
We note that the demon did not preach the gospel message, just identified the messengers and the general purpose
of their message.  From this we deduce that Jesus does not authorize anyone but His disciples to serve souls with
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the gospel.  In other words, God does not enlist anyone but the Christian to represent Him with His saving Word. 
v.18  
< After a few days of observing her torment, Paul decided he should exorcize the spirit that was victimizing her, an


action that would get him into trouble with her masters, but he knew he had to come to her aid. 
< Thus the Lord Jesus with His superior power (Mark 3:27) got rid of the evil spirit so that her soul could respond to


the Holy Spirit’s influence.
< We gladly recognize that Jesus has control over the worst of demons, including Satan;  our lives and future are


secure if we abide in Him.
v.19  
< These businessmen had no heart for the girl, but only for their own profit.  
< They saw Paul and Silas as either business competition or agents of a superior demon. 
v.20
< Hoping to put a good face on their wickedness, they accused Paul of causing civil unrest.
v.21
< This was a misrepresentation, of course, for God’s servants do not incite civil disobedience (Rom.13).  
< The calling of Christian missionaries is spiritual, to deliver souls from Satan’s dominion into God’s kingdom of


grace and salvation.       
< In foreign countries controlled by Muslims, the government is protective of Mohammedanism but hostile to


Christianity.  We must be ”harmless as doves, but wise as serpents? in our efforts to reach such people.
v.22-23   
< Soon the mob coerced the magistrates to come down hard on the ”foreigners.”  
< Romans were brutal in dealing with Jews, so our innocent missionaries were whipped with (bamboo?) canes,


probably until they collapsed.  
< Thus deprived of his legal rights, Paul the Roman citizen was unjustly arrested, condemned, punished, and


imprisoned.  
< Paul might wonder how all this could serve to help the man in the vision who had begged them to come to his aid.
v. 24
< Handled like the most dangerous criminals, they were dumped into a cell block with the tightest security; in


addition, they were immobilized in stocks designed for restraint and torture.
v.25
< Despite their pain they considered the whole ordeal in the light of God’s love for them and for the other prisoners,


so the disciples loudly rejoiced in being on God’s side and at His disposal.  ”No such sounds had ever before been
heard in that prison.”


 v.26
< At midnight God gave a little shove to the foundations under the prison, the walls shifted enough to dislocate doors,


and the chains that fastened every prisoner were pulled apart. 
< Thus God created a way for the warden’s heart to be opened and delivered from the chains of Satan.
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v.27
< The earthquake jolted the warden awake, and seeing that the lock-up system was ruined,  the deduction hit him


that the prisoners were gone.  
< By Roman standards he was responsible, so he was ready to take his own life as self-punishment, the ”honorable


and heroic” thing to do.
v.28
< His suicide attempt was seen and stopped by Paul with a loud shout, for Paul was hoping to intervene in the man’s


soul-life and bring him to the Savior for eternal life.
< Comment here on the horror of suicide--the sin from which you can never return to God, the sin from which you


can never return to the love of  other humans; the self-murder from which there is no opportunity to repent.
v.29 
< The warden welcomed the reprieve, and when he discovered Paul had something to do with everybody being still


safe in jail, he realized that somehow Paul was in control of what   had just happened.  
< Impressed by Paul’s concern for his well-being, he ”fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.” 
< God had done everything necessary to prepare his heart for this moment when he could throw himself on the mercy


of a man who obviously had some close connections with the Almighty.
v.30
< His question, ”What must I do to be saved?? was not a concern for his mortal body--for the prisoners were all in


custody--rather, he was concerned for his immortal soul, and so...
v.31
< Paul directed him to Jesus the Messiah for the salvation of his soul; ”Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
< Paul’s doctrinal position on the principles of salvation was always the same: a) by grace alone, without human


meriting;    b) by faith in Jesus alone, without adding human good deeds;  c) at Luther’s time the third plank had to
be nailed down also:  by Scripture alone, without human additives or subtractions.


v.32
< Paul also perceived that the warden held his family dear, and so assured the whole household that God loved them


one and all and had secured their eternal salvation as well.
v.33
< When there was a lull, the warden fed and gave home-care medical aid to his new-found spiritual brothers. 
< Baptism naturally followed, as Paul wanted them to have the blessed assurance that their sins were indeed washed


clean, and that as gentiles they were welcomed into the Christian fellowship.
< This membership matter did not have to be cleared with the ”front office? in Jerusalem, for God had already


cleared them one-hundred percent.
v.35-40
< This aftermath deserves some attention: we see that Paul took legal advantage of his Roman citizenship to put the


city officials on the defensive for having robbed him of his rights. 
< Out of concern for the Christians he would leave behind,  Paul wanted the magistrates to realize that he could


return at any time and make a federal case against them if he so chose.
< Unintimidated, our Christian friends revisited Lydia and all the other Christians of the city, encouraging them with


the assurance that (also by softening the hostility of the magistrates) the Lord Jesus would support them and bless
them, and they could get on with their new lives in His service.  Hallelujah!
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APPLICATIONS
1. We should be ready and willing to answer the plea for help from those calling out from the darkness of unbelief just


as Paul answered the plea, “Come and help us!”


2. We have no Synodical rule book for ”How to start a mission.?   When we speak of our Savior with neighbors,  at
school, at work, at sports events--or invite people to share our church worship of Jesus, God’s Son and Savior of
sinners--we are doing what Jesus wants.


3. Because Lydia had been brought to faith in Jesus’ blood and righteousness, she received holy baptism for the
assurance that her sins had been washed away, that she was adopted by God into His family, and that she was
included in the fellowship of believers in Christ.  Others in the household (whether children or servants we do not
know) who were converted were also baptized, and thus a new Christian congregation was formed and  already
growing.


4. Serving the Lord is a two-way street for Christians;  as we freely give, we receive freely from others.  Jesus knew
this from His own experience and encourages us to discover it also.  ”Give, and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom.  For with the same
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38


5. People who don’t allow God to direct their lives try to manipulate their own future, sometimes by use of psychics. 
Today’s psychics have capitalized on television’s power to spread their cult.  Christians will beware of this
Satan-sponsored attraction, rather relying on their loving Father in heaven to be in control of their future.


6. By Roman standards the jailer was responsible for the prisoners and thus for their suspected escape, so he was
ready to take his own life as self-punishment, the ”honorable and heroic” thing to do. His suicide attempt was seen
and stopped by Paul with a loud shout, for Paul was hoping to intervene in the man’s soul-life and bring him to the
Savior for eternal life. Comment here on the horror of suicide--the sin from which you can never return to God, the
sin from which you can never return to the love of  other humans; the self-murder from which there is no
opportunity to repent.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord Jesus, here I am again, this time to tell You thanks for being my Savior.  Besides, I need You to fill me up so full
with love for You and with concern for other people that I will speak as You wish, and do as You desire.  Thanks in
advance for this blessing.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be faithful to
the account that God recorded in Acts.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Mt.28:18  - All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Mt. 5:11 - Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.


Middle any of the above and...
I Jn.2:2  - And he Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
Gal.6:6 - Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.
Rom. 2:15a: - Who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness.


Upper any of the above and...
Rom.5:3 - We also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance.
I Pet.4:14  - If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests
upon you.
Rom.3:19-20  - Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be
justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.


HYMN CHOICES
”Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”   TLH #3
”Lord, Open Thou My Heart to Hear”   TLH #5
”On My Heart Imprint Thine Image”  TLH #179
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Picture 1


Picture 2 Picture 3


Picture 4


Optional Activity taken from the following website http://www.emmanuel.kiev.ua/Kids/shem_p2gE.html 


Things Needed: a sheet of cardboard (70x45 cm), half-finished crafts of the scenery, scissors, glue, colors,
wide Scotch transparent tape, 2 threads 50 cm each, thick needle.


1. Glue fragments of the scenery and figures of people on
cardboard, color them and cut them out. Cut out the door in wall 2
and bend this door so that it would open outside. 
2. Redraw scheme from Picture 1 to the sheet of cardboard
(70x45 cm) which will be the base for the craft. 
3. Bend wall 1 in its middle and glue the trees and the bush
together;


4. "Falling" walls 2 and 3 glue to the inner side of the prison by wide Scotch
transparent tape so that they could easily fall outside (Picture 2). Fortify the trees and the
bush with triangles so that they don't fall (see Pictures 3 a,b). You can also add one more
supplementary wall.


5. Color the base of the craft. Use some Scotch tape to make a sticky area inside of the prison. 


6. Make holes in walls 1, 2, and 3 with a thick needle (see Picture 4). Take 2 needles (preferably of the same
color of the walls), make knots at the end of each needle, run the other
ends through the holes in the walls (Picture 4). Fasten all the ends of the
needles with a clip so that the walls stand firm.


When you are telling about Paul and Silus being arrested open the
door of the prison, bring the apostles inside, put them on a stic
ky area and tightly close the door. Telling about the earth- qu
ake, start shaking the craft, insensibly take the clip off and pull the
knotted ends of the needles. The walls will fall down, and you will
see the apostles standing in the middle of the prison. 
You can keep the craft folded.
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Paul and the Jailer at Philippi
Acts 16:9-40
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The Story


Paul went on a long trip going
from city to city to preach about
Jesus, the Son of God. He took with
him a man named Silas who was also
a preacher. One night Paul had a
vision from God. In his vision Paul
saw a man in Macedonian clothes
calling out, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us!”


Paul knew what kind of help
the people of Macedonia needed.
They needed to hear the good
news of Jesus their Savior from sin. So
Paul and Silas went by ship to the
land of Macedonia into the great
city of Philippi.


Not very many people had
heard about the true God in Philippi.
Most of the people there prayed to
idols. Every day Paul and Silas went
out to preach about Jesus. A poor
slave girl began following them
around town shouting out wildly. This
girl had a devil inside her. This devil
gave her power to tell people what
would happen in the future. People
would pay to have the girl tell their
future. Of course, this was terrible for
the girl to have a devil in her, but
her masters were happy for they got
all the money people paid. Finally
Paul turned and spoke to the devil
in the girl saying, “In the name of
Jesus Christ, come out of her!”


The devil had to obey and
came right out of her. Now the girl
could have peace and quiet, but


her masters were angry. The girl
could no longer tell futures, and the
masters would get no more money.


The slave girl’s masters
dragged Paul and Silas in front of
the leaders of the city. Without
listening to Paul and Silas, the
leaders had their guards whip Paul
and Silas’s backs until they were
bloody. Paul and Silas were put into
the deepest part of the prison with
their feet locked up tightly.


During the night Paul and Silas
sang songs of praise to God.
Everyone in the prison listened
quietly to Paul and Silas. Suddenly, in
the middle of the night, an
earthquake shook the prison. The
locks on the prisoners’ feet were
loosened and the doors popped
open.


The jailer knew he could be
punished with death if any of his
prisoners escaped. He was afraid
that his prisoners would get out
before he could lock them up
again. He took out his sword to kill
himself, but Paul called out, “Don’t
harm yourself! See, we are all here!”


The jailer kneeled down and
begged, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”


Paul said, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and be baptized, you
and your family!”


Even though it was the middle
of the night, the jailer took Paul and
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Silas to his own house. He got his
whole family up to hear about Jesus,
the Savior from sin. How happy the
jailer was to know what God had
done for him! That very night the
jailer and all of his family were
baptized. He gave Paul and Silas
food to eat and washed and


 bandaged their bloody wounds.
Then the jailer took them back to
the prison before daylight.


The next day, when they were
released from prison, many believers
came to see Paul and Silas. Paul and
Silas urged these new Christians to
keep on trusting in Jesus.


Activity - Draw a face to answer the question.


1. How did the girl feel when the devil came out of her?


2. How did her masters feel when she could not make
money for them?


3. How did Paul and Silas feel when they sang songs to
God in prison?


4. How did the jailer feel when all the locks and doors
came open?


5. How did the jailer feel when Paul told his whole family
about Jesus?
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Passage - Color all of the boxes yellow.


Who is talking to us in this Bible passage?


Matthew 28:18 “All authority has been given to


 in  heaven and earth. Go therefore 


and make disciples off all nations baptizing 


them in the name of the


           and of the            and of the                       


Hymn - TLH #179


On my heart imprint Thine image, blessed Jesus, King of Grace


That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures have no pow’r Thee to efface.


This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,


Is my Life, my hope’s Foundation, and my Glory and Salvation. Amen


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for        for us. Help us to spread the Good


News to people all over             . Make us brave to             


about you to all people. In Your name we pray.  Amen.


Me


Son Holy Spirit.Father
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Paul and the Jailer at Philippi
Acts 16:9-40







New Testament                                                                                         Paul’s Journeys - Level 22


The Story


Paul went on a long trip going
from city to city to preach about
Jesus, the Son of God. He took with
him a man named Silas who was also
a preacher. One night Paul had a
vision from God. In his vision Paul
saw a man in Macedonian clothes
calling out, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us!”


Paul knew what kind of help
the people of Macedonia needed.
They needed to hear the good
news of Jesus their Savior from sin. So
Paul and Silas went by ship to the
land of Macedonia into the great
city of Philippi.


Not very many people had
heard about the true God in Philippi.
Most of the people there prayed to
idols. Every day Paul and Silas went
out to preach about Jesus. A poor
slave girl began following them
around town shouting out wildly. This
girl had a devil inside her. This devil
gave her power to tell people what
would happen in the future. People
would pay to have the girl tell their
future. Of course, this was terrible for
the girl to have a devil in her, but
her masters were happy for they got
all the money people paid. Finally
Paul turned and spoke to the devil
in the girl saying, “In the name of
Jesus Christ, come out of her!”


The devil had to obey and
came right out of her. Now the girl
could have peace and quiet, but


her masters were angry. The girl
could no longer tell futures, and the
masters would get no more money.


The slave girl’s masters
dragged Paul and Silas in front of
the leaders of the city. Without
listening to Paul and Silas, the
leaders had their guards whip Paul
and Silas’s backs until they were
bloody. Paul and Silas were put into
the deepest part of the prison with
their feet locked up tightly.


During the night Paul and Silas
sang songs of praise to God.
Everyone in the prison listened
quietly to Paul and Silas. Suddenly, in
the middle of the night, an
earthquake shook the prison. The
locks on the prisoners’ feet were
loosened and the doors popped
open.


The jailer knew he could be
punished with death if any of his
prisoners escaped. He was afraid
that his prisoners would get out
before he could lock them up
again. He took out his sword to kill
himself, but Paul called out, “Don’t
harm yourself! See, we are all here!”


The jailer kneeled down and
begged, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”


Paul said, “Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and be baptized, you
and your family!”


Even though it was the middle
of the night, the jailer took Paul and
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Silas to his own house. He got his
whole family up to hear about Jesus,
the Savior from sin. How happy the
jailer was to know what God had
done for him! That very night the
jailer and all of his family were given
the rite of baptism. He gave Paul
and Silas food to eat and washed


and  bandaged their bloody
wounds. Then the jailer took them
back to the prison before daylight.


The next day, when they were
released from prison, many believers
came to see Paul and Silas. Paul and
Silas urged these new Christians to
keep on trusting in Jesus.


Activity - Crossword puzzle. Use the words in the box at the bottom for the answers.


Across:


2. The ______ took Paul and Silas to
his home to preach to his family
about Jesus.


5. Paul and ______ traveled to
Philippi.


6. They sang ____ of praise to God
while in prison.


7. An _______ shook the prison and
the locks came open.


Down:


1. In Paul’s vision, the man said,
“Come over to ______ and help
us.”


3. Paul commanded the _____ to
come out of the girl.


4. The jailer wanted Paul and Silas to
give the rite of _____ to his whole family.


8. The jailer cried, “What must I do to be _____?”


7.


4.


3.1.


2.


5.


6.


8.


baptism     songs     earthquake     saved    
Macedonia     jailer     devil     Silas
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Passage - The words in the boxes belong in the passages below. 


Matt. 28:18 - All authority has been


____________ to Me in _____________


and on ___________. Go therefore and


make _______________ of all nations,


_______________ them in the name of


the ______________, and of the


____________, and of the


__________________.


Matt. 5:11 - Blessed are you


when they ___________ you


and ______________ you and


say all __________ of


___________ against you


falsely for My ________.


Hymn - TLH #179


On my heart imprint Thine image, blessed Jesus, King of Grace
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures have no pow’r Thee to efface.
This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my Life, my hope’s Foundation, and my Glory and Salvation. Amen


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for sending preachers and teachers out into the world who tell


the good news of salvation. Make all of us Christians brave and happy to
share the news of our Savior with anyone we meet. Send Your Holy Spirit to put
faith in the hearts of all who hear the wonderful message of Jesus Christ. Finally,
bring us all safely to heaven. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


earth     disciples     given     baptizing
Holy Spirit     heaven     Father     Son


sake     revile     kinds     evil
persecute
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Paul and the Jailer at Philippi
Acts 16:9-40


Does this prison look like a good place to
spend time?


Today we will hear about Paul and Silas
going to prison and how God used them in
prison to spread His Word.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, we thank You for
sending Your Son, Jesus, on that great mission to save us from our sins. Thank
You for showing us the importance of needing a Savior. Please open the hearts
of unbelievers in all places to recognize the fact that they are powerless to
save themselves. Finally, please continue to provide pastors and teachers of
Your Word so that all may be brought to repentance and the knowledge of
their salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


Acts 16:9-40


And a vision appeared to Paul in
the night. A man of Macedonia stood
and pleaded with him, saying, "Come
over to Macedonia and help us." {10}
Now after he had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go to
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord
had called us to preach the gospel to
them. 


{11} Therefore, sailing from Troas,
we ran a straight course to
Samothrace, and the next day came to
Neapolis, {12} and from there to Philippi,


which is the foremost city of that part of
Macedonia, a colony. And we were
staying in that city for some days. {13}
And on the Sabbath day we went out
of the city to the riverside, where prayer
was customarily made; and we sat
down and spoke to the women who
met there. {14} Now a certain woman
named Lydia heard us. She was a seller
of purple from the city of Thyatira, who
worshiped God. The Lord opened her
heart to heed the things spoken by
Paul. {15} And when she and her
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household were baptized, she begged
us, saying, "If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come to my house
and stay." So she persuaded us. 


{16} Now it happened, as we
went to prayer, that a certain slave girl
possessed with a spirit of divination met
us, who brought her masters much profit
by fortune-telling. {17} This girl followed
Paul and us, and cried out, saying,
"These men are the servants of the Most
High God, who proclaim to us the way
of salvation." {18} And this she did for
many days. 


But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, "I command you
in the name of Jesus Christ to come out
of her." And he came out that very
hour. {19} But when her masters saw
that their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged
them into the marketplace to the
authorities. 


{20} And they brought them to the
magistrates, and said, "These men,
being Jews, exceedingly trouble our
city; {21} "and they teach customs
which are not lawful for us, being
Romans, to receive or observe." {22}
Then the multitude rose up together
against them; and the magistrates tore
off their clothes and commanded them
to be beaten with rods. {23} And when
they had laid many stripes on them,
they threw them into prison,
commanding the jailer to keep them
securely. {24} Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the
stocks. 


{25} But at midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to


them. {26} Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened
and everyone's chains were loosed. {27}
And the keeper of the prison, awaking
from sleep and seeing the prison doors
open, supposing the prisoners had fled,
drew his sword and was about to kill
himself. {28} But Paul called with a loud
voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for
we are all here." 


{29} Then he called for a light, ran
in, and fell down trembling before Paul
and Silas. {30} And he brought them out
and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?" 


{31} So they said, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved,
you and your household." {32} Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and
to all who were in his house. {33} And he
took them the same hour of the night
and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were
baptized. {34} Now when he had
brought them into his house, he set
food before them; and he rejoiced,
having believed in God with all his
household. 


{35} And when it was day, the
magistrates sent the officers, saying, "Let
those men go." 


{36} So the keeper of the prison
reported these words to Paul, saying,
"The magistrates have sent to let you
go. Now therefore depart, and go in
peace." 


{37} But Paul said to them, "They
have beaten us openly, uncondemned
Romans, and have thrown us into
prison. And now do they put us out
secretly? No indeed! Let them come
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themselves and get us out." 
{38} And the officers told these


words to the magistrates, and they
were afraid when they heard that they
were Romans. {39} Then they came and


pleaded with them and brought them
out, and asked them to depart from the
city. {40} So they went out of the prison
and entered the house of Lydia; and
when they had seen the brethren, they
encouraged them and departed.


Outer Aim - God used Paul to teach about Jesus and salvation to a prison
warden and then to his family.


Review - Answer the following questions from the Bible lesson.


1. What happened that Paul decided to go to Macedonia?


2. Who was the first Christian in Macedonia to be baptized with her
household?


3. Why were Paul and Silas thrown in prison?


4. How did Paul and Silas glorify God in prison?


5. How did Paul convince the jailer not to take his own life?


6. What important question did the jailer ask Paul and Silas?
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7. After the jailer was converted, how did he treat Paul and Silas?


8. What was the reason Paul did not want to leave the city secretly?


9. Where did Paul and Silas go after leaving prison?


Inner Aim
God sends believers into the world with the Gospel message in order to rescue
those lost in sin.


What Did You Learn?


1. What should you do with the knowledge of your salvation?


2. Where and when might you have opportunity to do this?


3. Even what should not prevent you from doing this?
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Puzzle - Crossword puzzle. Use the words in the box at the bottom for the answers.


Across:
2. The ______ took Paul and Silas to his


home to preach to his family
about Jesus.


5. Paul and ______ traveled to
Philippi.


6. They sang ____ of praise to God
while in prison.


7. An _______ shook the prison and
the locks came open.


Down:


1. In Paul’s vision, the man said,
“Come over to ______ and help
us.”


3. Paul commanded the _____ to
come out of the girl.


4. The jailer wanted Paul and Silas to
give the rite of _____ to his whole
family.


8. The jailer cried, “What must I do to
be _____?”


4.


1. 3.


5.


6.


8.


7.


2.


baptism     songs     earthquake     saved    
Macedonia     jailer     devil     Silas
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Passages


Mt. 28:18  - All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the


Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


What two commands does God give us in this passage?


Gal.6:6 - Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who
teaches.


How should we treat those who bring us God’s Word?


Mt. 5:11 - Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds
of evil against you falsely for My sake.


How should we feel about standing up for God’s Word even if bad things
happen?


Hymn - TLH #179


On my heart imprint Thine image, blessed Jesus, King of Grace
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures have no pow’r Thee to efface.
This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my Life, my hope’s Foundation, and my Glory and Salvation. Amen


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for blessing us with the wonderful news of our salvation. Please


grant us the Holy Spirit to give us the strength and courage to proclaim this
good news wherever and whenever You give us the opportunity. Allow the Holy
Spirit to carry out that great work through humble individuals like us. In all things
let Your will be done. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Paul and the Jailer at Philippi
Acts 16:9-40


These flags show the countries our church has workers spreading
God’s Word.


How can you help these missionaries?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, we thank You for sending Your Son Jesus on
that great mission to save us from our sins. Thank You for showing us
the importance of needing a Savior. Please open the hearts of
unbelievers in all places to recognize the fact that they are powerless
to save themselves. Finally, please continue to provide pastors and
teachers of Your Word so that all may be brought to repentance and
the knowledge of their salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


Acts 16:9-40


And a vision appeared to Paul in the
night. A man of Macedonia stood and
pleaded with him, saying, "Come over to
Macedonia and help us." {10} Now after he
had seen the vision, immediately we
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding
that the Lord had called us to preach the
gospel to them. 


{11} Therefore, sailing from Troas, we
ran a straight course to Samothrace, and
the next day came to Neapolis, {12} and
from there to Philippi, which is the foremost
city of that part of Macedonia, a colony.
And we were staying in that city for some
days. {13} And on the Sabbath day we
went out of the city to the riverside, where
prayer was customarily made; and we sat
down and spoke to the women who met


there. {14} Now a
certain woman
named Lydia heard
us. She was a seller of
purple from the city
of Thyatira, who
worshiped God. The
Lord opened her
heart to heed the
things spoken by
Paul. {15} And when she and her
household were baptized, she begged us,
saying, "If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and
stay." So she persuaded us. 


{16} Now it happened, as we went
to prayer, that a certain slave girl
possessed with a spirit of divination met us,
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who brought her masters much profit by
fortune-telling. {17} This girl followed Paul
and us, and cried out, saying, "These men
are the servants of the Most High God,
who proclaim to us the way of salvation."
{18} And this she did for many days. 


But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, "I command you in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her." And he came out that very hour. {19}
But when her masters saw that their hope
of profit was gone, they seized Paul and
Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to the authorities. 


{20} And they brought them to the
magistrates, and said, "These men, being
Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; {21}
"and they teach customs which are not
lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or
observe." {22} Then the multitude rose up
together against them; and the
magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with
rods. {23} And when they had laid many
stripes on them, they threw them into
prison, commanding the jailer to keep
them securely. {24} Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 


{25} But at midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them.
{26} Suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken; and immediately all
the doors were opened and everyone's
chains were loosed. {27} And the keeper of
the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing
the prison doors open, supposing the
prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was
about to kill himself. {28} But Paul called


with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no
harm, for we are all here." 


{29} Then he called for a light, ran in,
and fell down trembling before Paul and
Silas. {30} And he brought them out and
said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 


{31} So they said, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you
and your household." {32} Then they spoke
the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house. {33} And he took them
the same hour of the night and washed
their stripes. And immediately he and all his
family were baptized. {34} Now when he
had brought them into his house, he set
food before them; and he rejoiced, having
believed in God with all his household. 


{35} And when it was day, the
magistrates sent the officers, saying, "Let
those men go." 


{36} So the keeper of the prison
reported these words to Paul, saying, "The
magistrates have sent to let you go. Now
therefore depart, and go in peace." 


{37} But Paul said to them, "They
have beaten us openly, uncondemned
Romans, and have thrown us into prison.
And now do they put us out secretly? No
indeed! Let them come themselves and
get us out." 


{38} And the officers told these
words to the magistrates, and they were
afraid when they heard that they were
Romans. {39} Then they came and
pleaded with them and brought them
out, and asked them to depart from the
city. {40} So they went out of the prison
and entered the house of Lydia; and when
they had seen the brethren, they
encouraged them and departed.
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Outer Aim -  God used Paul to bring Jesus to a prison warden and then to his family.


Review - Fill in the letters of the missing words. The numbers under some of the letters will
complete the answer to the bottom question.


1. Paul had a vision which called him to ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
    22     18     16    14              25


2. The Holy Spirit worked faith in the heart of ___ ___ ___ ___ ___, a seller of purple.
              13              4


3. Paul, using the name of Jesus, caused the evil spirit to leave the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ girl.
     6       7


4. Because of this _P_ ___ ___ ___ and _S_ ___ ___ ___ ___ were beaten and sent to prison.
            20       3            19       21


5. God sent an ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ to loosen the 
   12              15     27    23                        5


prisoners’ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ and open their doors.
    11           26


6. The jailer was brought to faith and he and his household were 
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
   1                       10                         2


7. Paul and Silas made the magistrates publically apologize because they were 
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ citizens.
  24     8                         9


What must I do to be saved?


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___          ___ ___          ___ ___ ___ 
       1       2       3       4       5       6       7                    8      9                 10     11     12    


___ ___ ___ ___          _J_ ___ _S_ ___ ___          ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
13     14     15     16               17    18     19    20     21                  22     23     24    25    26     27


Inner Aim - God sends believers into the world with the Gospel message in order to rescue
those lost in sin.


Discussion Questions - Share your answers with your teacher and classmates.


1. How might you be able to help spread God’s Word in foreign missions?


2. How is Lydia a good example of living the command to, “love your neighbor as
yourself?”


3. What is wrong with using psychics or fortune tellers?


4. What does the Bible tell us about suicide?


Passages
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Matt. 28:18  - All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of


the Holy Spirit.
What two commands does God give us in this passage?


Gal.6:6 - Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him who teaches.
How should we treat those who bring us God’s Word?


Mt. 5:11 - Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake.


How should we feel about standing up for God’s Word even if bad things happen?


Rom. 2:15a: - Who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness.


What is in each person’s heart telling them the law?


Hymn - TLH #179


On my heart imprint Thine image, blessed Jesus, King of Grace
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures have no pow’r Thee to efface.
This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my Life, my hope’s Foundation, and my Glory and Salvation. Amen


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Thank You for blessing us with the wonderful news of our salvation. Please grant us the


Holy Spirit to give us the strength and courage to proclaim this good news wherever and
whenever You give us the opportunity. Allow the Holy Spirit to carry out that great work
through humble individuals like us. In all things let Your will be done. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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STORY 1/7/04


Paul’s First Missionary Journey - Acts 13-14)


TEACHER PRAYER
O dearest Jesus, You have called me to “feed Your lambs.”  As I study Your saving Word and prepare my
lesson, enable me to lead the children to You, their Lord and Savior.  Help me to share the good news of
salvation with them and instill in them a fervent zeal for Your Word and a sincere desire to share it with
others.  “Your Word is Truth.”  Amen.


VOCABULARY
synagogue - a church or place of worship
sorcerer - a false prophet who tries to predict the future
proconsul - the Roman governor
proselytes - converts to the Jewish faith


OUTER AIM
The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in far-off lands.


INNER AIM
The Lord blesses the preaching of the Gospel with fruits.


BACKGROUND  Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 539-555.
Paul the apostle, by God’s grace, became one of the greatest missionaries of all time.  He was once known
as Saul, the great persecutor of the church.  After his conversion on the road to Damascus, Saul became
known as Paul, one of the great missionaries of the church.  A Jew by birth, he was called by God to
spread the Gospel of Christ to Jew and Gentile alike.  He is known to us as the “apostle to the Gentiles.”   
In this lesson, we follow him on his 1st great missionary journey.


Acts 13:1-12  Paul and Barnabas on Cyprus
vs. 1-3  A growing, thriving early Christian congregation was located in Antioch in Syria.  Led by the Holy
Spirit, this congregation called and sent Saul (Paul) and Barnabas to do foreign mission work.  It was at
Antioch that Jesus’ followers were first called Christians.  This church at Antioch had five great prophets
and teachers in its midst.  The Lord chose Paul and Barnabas to help spread the Gospel to lands and
people far away.


vs. 4-12  The island of Cyprus was the first place they went.  Cyprus was Barnabas’ home.  He had
originated from there.  John Mark accompanied them on their journey.  They preached in the synagogue of
the Jews.  While on Cyprus, a man named Sergius Paulus, the Roman governor of the island, was brought
to faith.  A Jewish false prophet and sorcerer, named Bar-jesus, or Elymas, was struck with blindness by
Paul.  The Lord used this miracle together with Paul’s testimony to convert the Roman governor.


Acts 13:13-52  Paul and Barnabas in Pisidia
Paul and Barnabas left the island of Cyprus and headed to Asia Minor (present-day Turkey).  John Mark
left them and returned to Jerusalem.  Perhaps he was unwilling to go to the Gentiles with the Gospel at this
time.  Their first stop was Perga in Pamphylia, then they headed for Antioch in Pisidia.
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v. 14  Their first stop was the synagogue of the Jews.


vs. 15-41  The rulers of the synagogue invited Paul and Barnabas to speak.  They stood up and proclaimed Christ
Jesus as Savior and Lord.  Paul preached, outlining Israel’s long history, God’s abundant grace, and His precious
promises.  Paul’s sermon began with Abraham and touched on such things as Israel’s enslavement in Egypt and
deliverance, the 40 years in the wilderness, the occupation of Canaan, the period of the judges, kings, and prophets . .
.down to the days of John the Baptist and Jesus.  He spoke at length concerning Jesus’ bitter sufferings and death and
glorious resurrection.  He urged all to repent of their sins and to believe on Jesus as their Lord and Savior.


Some of the Jews were hesitant to believe, but the Gentiles wanted to hear more.  The Jews opposed Paul and
Barnabas and their testimony.  Paul and Barnabas announced that they would bring the Gospel to the Gentiles.  The
Word of the Lord spread.  Paul and Barnabas were persecuted and moved on to Iconium.


Acts 14:1-7  Paul and Barnabas in Iconium
v. 1  They first spoke at the local synagogue.  Many Jews and Gentiles believed.


v. 2-3  Unbelieving Jews stirred up opposition.  Paul and Barnabas continued preaching and teaching and doing
miracles there for some time.


v. 4-7  More opposition and persecution came from some Jews and Gentiles.  Paul and Barnabas fled to Lystra and
Derbe and the surrounding countryside.


Acts 14:8-20  Paul and Barnabas at Lystra
Paul healed a crippled man.  The heathen in that city viewed Paul and Barnabas as gods and prepared to worship them. 
Paul proclaimed the true God.  More persecutions arose.  Paul was stoned but miraculously survived.  He and
Barnabas departed. 


Acts 14:21-28  Paul and Barnabas at Derbe
They preached at Derbe also.  Many believed.  They then retraced their steps and returned to Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch.  They sought to strengthen and confirm the brethern in their faith.  They also labored in other cities and towns
along the way, finally coming to Perga.  Then they returned to Antioch in Syria to give a full report to the church.  The
door of faith had been opened to the Gentiles.  Their missionary trip had been a great success.  The Lord was building
His church.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dearest Lord Jesus, Your precious gospel is “the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believes.”  Therefore,
richly bless the preaching of the Gospel far and wide.  “Add to the Church daily such as should be saved.”  Help us
love Your Word more and more.  Move us to pray for our missionaries and their work.  Move us all to do what we
can to “preach the Gospel to every creature and thereby make disciples of all nations.”  In Your saving name we pray. 
Amen.


PRESENTATION
The Lord’s great Commission is very clear. . .”make disciples of all nations”. . .”preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
Jesus was not only  “the Glory of His people Israel, He was a Light to lighten the Gentiles.”  In this lesson we see just
how true this was.  Paul and Barnabas reached out to Jew and Gentile alike.  Wherever they went, they first sought out
the Jews.  Then they reached out also to the Gentiles.
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As you present this lesson to your children, a map outlining where Paul and Barnabas went would be very helpful and
meaningful.  The map would help them pinpoint the places mentioned in this lesson.


As the lesson proceeds, remind your students that the Lord was guiding Paul and Barnabas, and also blessing their
efforts.


Note also that the preaching of the Gospel invited opposition from Jews and Gentiles alike.  The Lord was with His
servants. . .blessing and keeping them.


APPLICATION
The Lord calls His people to preach the Gospel.  He also sends them to the places He Himself has chosen.  He opens
certain doors; He closes others.  “The Lord adds daily to the church such as should be saved.”


The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel at Antioch.  He has called each of us into His service as well.


We are called to peach the Gospel.  “The Lord will give the increase.”


Whenever and wherever the Gospel is proclaimed, opposition is certain to arise.  It can be expected.  Our Lord has
said, “If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.”


The Lord will bless and keep His people today, as He did Paul and Barnabas long ago.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.
Beginners
Mark 16:15 - “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”


Romans 10:13 - “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”


Middle
Matthew 28:18-20 - “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,”


Romans 8:14 - “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”


I Cor. 12:3b - “No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”


Upper
Isaiah 55:11 - “So shall My Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”


I Tim. 2:4 - “God our Savior desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”


II Pet. 3:9 - “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise . . . but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
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should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”


HYMN CHOICES
From Greenland’s Icy Mountains - TLH #495
Hark! the Voice of Jesus Crying - TLH #496







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey - Level 1      9/1/02


Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Acts 13 - 14
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The Story


God told the believers in
Antioch to send Paul and Barnabas
to preach. They were to tell people
far away about Jesus. So Paul and
Barnabas took a boat to Cyprus.
They preached to the ruler of the
city, but a false teacher named Bar-
Jesus tried to turn him away from
God. With God’s power, Paul made
Bar-Jesus blind. The ruler of the land
then became a believer. 


Then Paul and Barnabas went
to another town named Antioch.
Here Paul told the people how Jesus
was promised and then came. He
told them how He suffered, died on
the cross, and rose again. He told
them to feel sorry for their sins and
believe in Jesus as their Savior. Many
people who weren’t Jews, called
Gentiles, became believers. But the
next week, when Paul and Barnabas
preached again, many Jews who
didn’t love Jesus spoke against
them. Paul and Barnabas didn’t stop
preaching though, and God’s Word
spread very far. But finally Paul and
Barnabas were sent away. 


Next Paul and Barnabas went
to Iconium. They preached about
Jesus, and many Jews and Gentiles
became believers. Then Paul and
Barnabas heard that some people
wanted to throw stones at them.
They ran away to towns called Lystra
and Derbe. In Lystra, Paul healed a
man with bad legs. The man jumped
and walked! When the people saw
this, they thought Paul and Barnabas
were gods. They even tried to
sacrifice to them. Paul and Barnabas
told the people to stop. Then some
of Paul’s enemies found him and
threw stones at him. But Paul got up
and walked away! God kept him
safe. The next day he and Barnabas
went to Derbe. 


The two men preached there
for a while and then headed back
home. They stopped to see all the
new believers along the way and
told them to trust in God. Finally they
reached home and told how God
had brought many people to faith in
Jesus.


The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in far-off
lands.
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Activity One - Draw pictures of some of the things that happened in our story.


The Lord calls all believers to preach the Gospel to everyone.
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Activity Two - Make a book. Cut out the shapes. The large rectangle will be folded in
half to make the book. The box with “To _____” should be the cover. The children think of
someone and that name goes on the blank. The two inside pages will have “Jesus died for
you!” and the picture of the Bible glued to them.


Jesus
died
for


you!


To


_____________
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Passages


Mark 16:15  - "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."


Romans 10:13 -  "For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."


Hymn - TLH #507 v. 1-4


Spread, oh, spread, thou might Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Where-soe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.


Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How His only Son He gave 
Man from sin and death to save.


Tell of our Redeemer’s love,
Who forever doth remove
By His holy sacrifice
All the guilt that on us lies.


Tell them of the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us up to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, Your precious Gospel is for everyone. Help us love Your Word more and
more. Move us by the Holy Spirit to go and tell others about Your life, death and resurrection
so that they too can know of salvation. In Your saving name we pray. Amen.
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Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Acts 13 - 14
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The Story


The Holy Spirit told the believers
in Antioch to send Paul and
Barnabas to preach. They were to
tell people far away about Jesus. So
Paul and Barnabas took a boat to
Cyprus. They preached to the
governor about Jesus. At the same
time, a false teacher named Bar-
Jesus tried to turn the governor
away from God. Paul was filled with
the Holy Spirit and made Bar-Jesus
blind. The governor then became a
believer. 


Then Paul and Barnabas
headed to another town named
Antioch. This town was in Pisidia.
Here Paul told the people how Jesus
had been promised for many years
and finally came. He told them how
Jesus suffered, died on the cross and
rose again. He told them they should
feel sorry for their sins and believe in
Jesus as their Savior. Many Gentiles,
people who weren’t Jews,  became
believers. But the next week, when
Paul and Barnabas preached
again, many Jews who didn’t love
Jesus spoke against them. Paul and
Barnabas didn’t stop preaching,
though, and God’s Word spread
through the whole area. Finally, Paul
and Barnabas were sent away.


Next Paul and Barnabas went
to Iconium. They preached about
Jesus, and many Jews and Gentiles
became believers. Then Paul and
Barnabas heard that some Jews
and Gentiles were going to stone
them. They ran away to towns
called Lystra and Derbe. In Lystra,
Paul healed a man with crippled
legs. The man leaped and walked!
When the people saw this, they
thought Paul and Barnabas were
gods. They even tried to offer
sacrifices to them. Paul and
Barnabas told the people to stop.
Then some of Paul’s enemies found
him and threw stones at him. It
looked like they had killed Paul, but
he got up and walked away! God
kept him safe. The next day Paul
and Barnabas went to Derbe. 


In Derbe, the two men
preached for awhile and then
headed back home to Antioch.
They stopped to see all the new
believers along the way and told
them to trust in God. Finally, they
reached Antioch and told the
believers there how God had
brought many people, including
Gentiles, to faith in Jesus.  The people
were surprised and joyful.


The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in far-off
lands.
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Activity One - Match each place where Paul and Barnabas went with what
happened there. 


1. _____  Antioch


2. _____  Cyprus


3. _____  Antioch in Pisidia


4. _____  Iconium


5. _____  Lystra


6. _____  Derbe


A. Bar-Jesus was struck with blindness.


B. The people thought Paul and
Barnabas were gods.


C. The Holy Spirit told Paul and Barnabas
to preach.


D. Paul preached a long sermon about
Jesus.


E. Paul and Barnabas preached here
awhile.


F. Paul and Barnabas heard they were
going to be stoned and ran away.


Activity Two - Now draw a picture of how you could share God’s Word. 
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Activity Three - Make a book. Cut out the shapes. The large rectangle will be folded in
half to make the book. The box with “To _____” should be the cover. The children think of
someone and write their name on the blank. The inside two pages will have “Jesus died for
you!” and the picture of the Bible glued to them.


Jesus
died
for


you!


To


_____________
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The Lord calls all believers to preach the Gospel to everyone.


Passages


Mark 16:15  - "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."


Romans 10:13 - "For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."


Hymn - TLH #507 v. 1-4


Spread, oh, spread, thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.


Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How His only Son He gave 
Man from sin and death to save.


Tell of our Redeemer’s love,
Who forever doth remove
By His holy sacrifice
All the guilt that on us lies.


Tell them of the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us up to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus,
Your precious Gospel is for everyone. Help us love Your Word more and more. Lead us by the
Holy Spirit to go out and tell others about Your life, death and resurrection. Then they too
can know about salvation. In Your saving name we pray. Amen.
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Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Acts 13 - 14


Name a good story.
What is the best story you could tell?
To whom could you tell it?


Prayer


Dear Lord, We know that we are sinful people. Help us to be
good to each other and to be more like You. Please do not
let anything distract us while we learn about how You used
Paul and Barnabas to preach Your Word. Thank You for
sending Jesus to save us. Amen.


Acts 13-14 (excerpts)


Now in the church that was in Antioch
there were certain prophets and teachers:
{2}As they ministered to the Lord and fasted,
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.” 


In Cyprus {6}Now when they had gone
through the island to Paphos, they found a
certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew
whose name was Bar-Jesus, {7}who was with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent
man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul
and sought to hear the word of God. {8}But
Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is
translated) withstood them, seeking to turn
the proconsul away from the faith. {9}Then
Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him {10}and
said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you
son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease perverting
the  straight ways of the Lord? {11}“And now,
indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you,
and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for


a time.” 
And immediately a dark mist fell on


him, and he went around seeking someone
to lead him by the hand. {12}Then the
proconsul believed, when he saw what had
been done, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord. 


In Pisidia {14}…They came to Antioch
in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day and sat down. {15}And
after the reading of the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to
them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you
have any word of exhortation for the
people, say on.” 


(Paul stood up and told the history of
the children of Israel, including prophesies of
Jesus and forgiveness of sins through His
death and resurrection. He finished with a
call to repentance.) 


{42}And when the Jews went out of
the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that
these words might be preached to them the
next Sabbath. 
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{44}And the next Sabbath almost the
whole city came together to hear the word
of God. {45}But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with envy; and
contradicting and blaspheming, they
opposed the things spoken by Paul. 


{46}Then Paul and Barnabas grew
bold and said, “It was necessary that the
word of God should be spoken to you first;
but since you reject it, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn
to the Gentiles.” 


{48}Now when the Gentiles heard this,
they were glad and glorified the word of the
Lord. And as many as had been appointed
to eternal life believed. 


{49}And the word of the Lord was
being spread throughout all the region.
{50}But the Jews stirred up the devout and
prominent women and chief men of the city,
raised up persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and expelled them from their
region. {51}But they shook off the dust from
their feet against them, and came to
Iconium. 


In Iconium {1}Now it happened in
Iconium that they went together to the
synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a
great multitude both of the Jews and of the
Greeks believed. {5}And when a violent
attempt was made by both the Gentiles and
Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone
them, {6}they became aware of it and fled
to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and
to the surrounding region. 


In Lystra {8}And in Lystra a certain man
without strength in his feet was sitting, a
cripple from his mother’s womb, who had
never walked. {9}This man heard Paul
speaking. Paul, observing him intently and
seeing that he had faith to be healed,
{10}said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight
on your feet!” And he leaped and walked. 


{11}Now when the people saw what
Paul had done, they raised their voices,
saying in the Lycaonian language, “The
gods have come down to us in the likeness


of men!” {12}And Barnabas they called Zeus,
and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker. 


{14}But when the apostles Barnabas
and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes
and ran in among the multitude, crying out
{15}and saying, “Men, why are you doing
these things? We also are men with the
same nature as you, and preach to you that
you should turn from these vain things to the
living God, who made the heaven, the
earth, the sea, and all things that are in
them, {18}And with these sayings they could
scarcely restrain the multitudes from
sacrificing to them. 


{19}Then Jews from Antioch and
Iconium came there; and having persuaded
the multitudes, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, supposing him
to be dead. {20}However, when the disciples
gathered around him, he rose up and went
into the city. And the next day he departed
with Barnabas to Derbe. 


In Derbe {21}And when they had
preached the gospel to that city and made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch, {22}strengthening the
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, “We must
through many tribulations enter the kingdom
of God.” 


{23}So when they had appointed
elders in every church, and prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord
in whom they believed. {26}…They sailed to
Antioch, where they had been commended
to the grace of God for the work which they
had completed. {27}And when they had
come and gathered the church together,
they reported all that God had done with
them, and that He had opened the door of
faith to the Gentiles. 


Outer Aim - The Lord called Paul
and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in
far-off lands.







New Testament 3  Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey  - Level 3


What the Story Tells Us  - Unscramble the places visited and then match each place  with
what happened there. 


1. _____ SRYPUC ____________________


2. _____ YTALSR ____________________


3. _____ MUONCII ____________________


4. _____ BEEDR ____________________


5. _____ TINHCAO NI IDAIIPS_________________________


6. _____ NACITHO ____________________


A. Bar-Jesus was struck with
blindness.


B. The people thought Paul
and Barnabas were gods.


C. The Holy Spirit told Paul
and Barnabas to preach.


D. Paul preached a long
sermon about Jesus.


E. Paul and Barnabas
preached here awhile.


F. Paul and Barnabas heard
they were going to be
stoned and ran away.


What God’s Word Tell Us - See if you can list four other Bible stories where God’s Word
was spread. You can use your Bible. 


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.


Your Turn - Take turns naming 2 people you know who haven’t heard about Jesus. Write their
names below.


_____________________________________ _____________________________________


Prayer - Make up a prayer asking for the Holy Spirit to guide you to talk to the people you
listed above. You may make the prayer together as a class.
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Inner Aim - The Lord calls all believers to preach the Gospel to everyone.


Passages


Mark 16:15  - "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."


Romans 10:13 -  "For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."


Isaiah 55:11 -  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me
void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.


1 Timothy 2:4 - (God Our Savior) desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.


Hymn - TLH #507


Spread, oh, spread, thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.


Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How His only Son He gave 
Man from sin and death to save.


Tell of our Redeemer’s love,
Who forever doth remove
By His holy sacrifice
All the guilt that on us lies.


Tell them of the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us up to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.


Up! The ripening fields ye see.
Mighty shall the harvest be;
But the reapers still are few,
Great the work they have to do.


Lord of Harvest, let there be
Joy and strength to work for Thee
Till the nations far and near
See Thy light and learn Thy fear. Amen.
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Paul’s First Missionary Journey
Acts 13 - 14


What would you do if a friend was caught here?
Evreryone in the world are  caught in something much more
dangerous than this.
What is it?
What can you do about it?


Prayer


Dear Lord, We know that we are sinful people. Help us to be
good to each other and to be more like You. Please do not
let anything distract us while we learn about how You used
Paul and Barnabas to preach Your Word. Thank You for sending Jesus to save us. Amen.


Acts 13-14 (excerpts)


Now in the church that  was in Antioch
there were certain prophets and teachers:
{2}As they ministered to the Lord and fasted,
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.” 


In Cyprus. {6}Now when they had
gone through the island to Paphos, they
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a
Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus, {7}who was
with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an
intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas
and Saul and sought to hear the word of
God. {8}But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his
name is translated) withstood them, seeking
to turn the proconsul away from the faith.
{9}Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled
with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him
{10}and said, “O full of all deceit and all
fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, will you not cease perverting
the straight ways of the Lord? {11}“And now,
indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you,


and you shall be blind, not  seeing the sun for
a time.” 


And immediately a dark mist fell on
him, and he went around seeking someone
to lead him by the hand. {12}Then the
proconsul believed, when he saw what  had
been done, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord. 


In Pisidia. {14}…They came to Antioch
in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day and sat  down. {15}And
after the reading of the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to
them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you
have any word of exhortation for the people,
say on.” 


(Paul stood up and told the history of
the children of Israel, including prophesies of
Jesus and forgiveness of sins through His
death and resurrection. He finished with a
call to repentance.) 


{42}And when the Jews went out of
the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that
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these words might be preached to them the
next Sabbath. 


{44}And the next Sabbath almost  the
whole city came together to hear the word
of God. {45}But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with envy; and
contradicting and blaspheming, they
opposed the things spoken by Paul. 


{46}Then Paul and Barnabas grew
bold and said, “It was necessary that the
word of God should be spoken to you first;
but since you reject it, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn
to the Gentiles.” 


{48}Now when the Gentiles heard this,
they were glad and glorified the word of the
Lord. And as many as had been appointed
to eternal life believed. 


{ 49}And the word of the Lord was
being spread throughout all the region.
{50}But the Jews stirred up the devout and
prominent women and chief men of the city,
raised up persecution against Paul and
Barnabas, and expelled them from their
region. {51}But they shook off the dust  from
their feet against  them, and came to
Iconium. 


In Iconium. {1}Now it  happened in
Iconium that  they went together to the
synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that  a
great  multitude both of the Jews and of the
Greeks believed. {5}And when a violent
attempt was made by both the Gentiles and
Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone
them, {6}they became aware of it and fled
to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and
to the surrounding region. 


In Lystra. {8}And in Lystra a certain
man without strength in his feet was sitting, a
cripple from his mother’s womb, who had
never walked. {9}This man heard Paul
speaking. Paul, observing him intently and
seeing that  he had faith to be healed,
{10}said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight
on your feet!” And he leaped and walked.


{11}Now when the people saw what
Paul had done, they raised their voices,


saying in the Lycaonian language, “The
gods have come down to us in the likeness
of men!” {12}And Barnabas they called Zeus,
and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief
speaker. 


{14}But when the apostles Barnabas
and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes
and ran in among the multitude, crying out
{15}and saying, “Men, why are you doing
these things? We also are men with the
same nature as you, and preach to you that
you should turn from these vain things to the
living God, who made the heaven, the
earth, the sea, and all things that  are in
them, {18}And with these sayings they could
scarcely restrain the multitudes from
sacrificing to them. 


{19}Then Jews from Antioch and
Iconium came there; and having persuaded
the multitudes, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, supposing him
to be dead. {20}However, when the disciples
gathered around him, he rose up and went
into the city. And the next day he departed
with Barnabas to Derbe. 


In Derbe. { 21}And when they had
preached the gospel to that  city and made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra,
Iconium, and Antioch, {22}strengthening the
souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, “We must
through many tribulations enter the kingdom
of God.” {23}So when they had appointed
elders in every church, and prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord
in whom they believed.


{26}…They sailed to Antioch, where
they had been commended to the grace of
God for the work which they had
completed. {27}And when they had come
and gathered the church together, they
reported all that God had done with them,
and that  He had opened the door of faith to
the Gentiles. 
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Outer Aim - The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in far-
off lands.


What the Story Tells Us  - Unscramble the places visited and then match each place went
with what happened there. 


1. _____ SRYPUC ____________________


2. _____ YTALSR ____________________


3. _____ MUONCII ____________________


4. _____ BEEDR ____________________


5. _____ TINHCAO NI IDAIIPS __________________________


6. _____ NACITHO ____________________


A. Bar-Jesus was struck with
blindness.


B. The people thought Paul
and Barnabas were gods.


C. The Holy Spirit told Paul and
Barnabas to preach.


D. Paul preached a long
sermon about Jesus.


E. P a u l  a n d  B a r n a b a s
preached here awhile.


F. Paul and Barnabas heard
they were going to be
stoned and ran away.


What God’s Word Tell Us - Discussion Questions. 


1. How did the different people in this story receive Paul and Barnabas’ preaching?


2. Why did Paul say God’s Word would be spread to the Gentiles more (Acts 13:46-47)?


3. Why can we be just  as bold as Paul and Barnabas in preaching God’s Word (Isaiah
55:11)?


4. What are some ways we can help spread the Gospel?
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Your Turn - Take turns naming 2 people you know who haven’t heard about Jesus. Write their
names below.


_____________________________________ _____________________________________


Prayer - Make up a prayer asking for the Holy Spirit  to guide you to talk to the people you listed
above. You may make the prayer together as a class.


Inner Aim - The Lord calls all believers to preach the Gospel to everyone.


Passages


Mark 16:15  - "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature."


Romans 10:13 -  "For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."


Isaiah 55:11 -  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me
void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.


1 Timothy 2:4 - (God Our Savior) desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.


Hymn - TLH #507


Spread, oh, spread, thou might Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.


Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How His only Son He gave 
Man from sin and death to save.


Tell of our Redeemer’s love,
Who forever doth remove
By His holy sacrifice
All the guilt that on us lies.


Tell them of the Spirit giv’n
Now to guide us up to heav’n,
Strong and holy, just and true,
Working both to will and do.


Up! The ripening fields ye see.
Mighty shall the harvest be;
But the reapers still are few,
Great the work they have to do.


Lord of Harvest, let there be
Joy and strength to work for Thee
Till the nations far and near
See Thy light and learn Thy fear. Amen.
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STORY 1/7/04


Paul the Prisoner - Acts 21:15 - 26:32


TEACHER PRAYER
O Lord, Your Almighty Word is very important.  Its holy law shows us our many, many sins.  Its glorious
gospel shows us our dear Savior.  Help me to proclaim the whole counsel of God in my classes, “rightly
dividing the Word of Truth.”  Enable my students to treasure Your Word and remain faithful to it all their
days.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
mean - insignificant, small
thongs - a narrow strip of leather, used as a lace or strap
courtesy - politeness, graciousness


OUTER AIM
Paul suffered much for the sake of the gospel.


INNER AIM
The Lord used Paul to advance His Kingdom


BACKGROUND (Rupprecht, Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 586-598)
Shortly after his conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul heard that he would suffer many things for the
sake of the Gospel and Jesus, his Savior and Lord.  In his epistle he describes them.  (II Cor. 11:23-27) 
He often alluded to them in his writings.  This story records a series of imprisonments beginning at
Jerusalem and extending to Rome.


Acts 21:15-26  As Paul headed to Jerusalem, various disciples warned him not to go there.  They spoke of
great dangers awaiting him.  They even pleaded with him not to go there. (cf. previous verses)  Paul knew
what lay ahead.  He was determined to go and was ready to suffer, if the Lord so willed.  Paul met with the
apostles and leaders at Jerusalem.  He told them of his journeys, and they rejoiced.


Acts 21:27-40  Only a few days later, Paul was arrested in Jerusalem.  Jews from Asia Minor stirred up
the crowd against Paul and accused him of many things.  A tumult followed.  Paul was rescued by the
Romans.  He requested to defend himself and to speak to the people.  Permission was granted.


Acts 22:1-30
Paul explained at some length who he was, what he had done, and what he was now doing.  He reviewed
for them what his life had been before his conversion.  He also conveyed to them what happened to him on
the day of his conversion and what had been doing since that day.  When they heard about the gentiles
being a part of his ministry, the Jews could listen no longer.  They would have killed him, but the Romans
whisked him away.  The Romans would have scourged and interrogated him; but when they learned that he
had Roman citizenship, they were afraid.  They couldn’t understand why the Jews hated him so.  They
hoped to find out.
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Acts 23 
Paul was placed on trial before the chief priests and the Jewish high council (the Sanhedrin).  Paul explained to all
present why he was on trial.  Since some believed in the resurrection (Pharisees) and some did not (Sadduccees), the
Council was divided.  A great dissension and tumult followed.  The Roman commander again rescued Paul from his
enemies.  The Lord reassured Paul that He was with him and would help him. (v. 11)  There was a conspiracy among
the Jews to kill Paul.  It was revealed to the Roman commander.  Paul was kept safe until he could be escorted safely
to Caesarea and the Roman governor.


Acts 24:1-27  
vs. 1-9  Paul is charged by his accusers from Jerusalem.
Vs. 10-27  Paul is permitted to defend himself before the Roman governor concerning the charges levied against him. 
Felix was moved by Paul’s testimony.  (His wife was Jewish.)  He postponed a decision concerning Paul until a more
convenient time.  (v. 25)  He hoped to let Paul go free and was hoping for a bribe from Paul’s friends.  Paul remained a
prisoner in Caesarea for two years.


Acts 25:1-12   
Festus replaced Felix as governor of Judea.  Again there was a plot against Paul at Jerusalem.  Festus kept Paul safe in
Caesarea.  Paul’s accusers again came to Caesarea.  Many charges were levied against him, but none could be proven. 
Paul was permitted to defend himself.  Festus encouraged Paul to go back to Jerusalem to be tried in the Jewish court. 
Paul appealed to Caesar to have his case heard.


Acts 25:13-27  Paul’s Defense Before King Agrippa
Festus knew Paul had done nothing worthy of death.  He told King Agrippa about the case.  The king wanted to hear
Paul for himself.


Acts 26 - King Agrippa permitted Paul to speak for himself in his own defense.  Paul recounted his pre-conversion life
and post-conversion life.  He used the opportunity to proclaim Christ.  Festus thought Paul was mad, out of his mind. 
King Agrippa was deeply moved and confessed that he was almost persuaded to become a Christian.  All those
present realized that Paul was innocent of all the charges levied against him and could have been released.  Since he
appealed to Caesar, he would be sent to Rome.


STUDENTS’ PRAYER  TLH #498: 1, 5
Rise, Thou Light of Gentile nations, Jesus, bright and Morning Star;
Let Thy Word, the gladsome tidings, Ring out loudly near and far,
Bringing freedom to the captives, Peace and comfort to the slave,
That the heathen, free from bondage, May proclaim Thy power to save.


May our zeal to help the heathen Be increased from day to day
As we plead in true compassion And for their conversion pray.
For the many faithful heralds,  For the Gospel they proclaim,
Let us all be cheerful givers To the glory of Thy name.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
There is more than one Bible story within this lesson.  It covers both Paul’s imprisonment in Jerusalem and in Caesarea. 
A number of individuals appear in this lesson, people to whom Paul proclaimed Christ.  A listing of these individuals and
their titles, together with a map of the places mentioned, might be helpful.
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APPLICATION
The Lord predicted concerning Paul:  “He is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel.  For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s sake.”  (Acts 9:15-16)  In this
lesson we have a graphic fulfillment.  Paul appears before a Jewish king and queen, a Roman governor, actually two
Roman governors.  He appears before both Jews and Gentiles.  “The Lord moves in mysterious ways His wonders to
perform.”  Had Paul not become a prisoner, some of these individuals would never have had such an opportunity to
hear the Gospel.  The Lord opens doors in very special ways today, also.  He guides and leads us, as He did Paul.


The Lord was with Paul, blessing and keeping, protecting and defending him . . . so also He is with us.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Psalm 124:8 - Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.


I Peter 5:7 - casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you,


Middle
Matt: 16:24 - If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.


Acts 14:22 - We must through many tribulations enter the Kingdom of God.


I Peter 1:5 - You are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.


Upper
Romans 8:28 - and we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.


II Tim. 4:18 - and the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me for His heavenly Kingdom:  To
Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!


I Peter 5:6-7 - Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting
all your care upon Him for He cares for you.


HYMN CHOICES
Awake, Thou Spirit, Who Didst Fire” - TLH #494
There Still Is Room - TLH #509
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun - TLH #511 







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Paul the Prisoner - Level 1    8/16/04


Paul the Prisoner
Acts 21:15 - 26:32


Paul suffered much for the sake of the Gospel.
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The Story
Scott was walking home from


school one day. He was with some boys. 
They passed by the house of an elderly
man. He was having trouble raking the
leaves in his yard.  When the other boys
saw the old man moving slowly, they
laughed at him.  They made fun of him
and kicked more leaves onto his yard. 
Scott didn’t join in or even laugh at the
boys.  He knew what they were doing
was wrong, but was scared to say
anything.  


Then he remembered what he
learned at church.  Many times doing the
things God wants us to do is hard, but
that is a way to tell people about God . 
So, Scott went up to the boys and told
them they should leave the old man
alone. He said that God wanted us to
help people. He said that they were
sinning by doing this.  Now, the other
boys made fun of Scott and walked
away.  Scott was hurt, but then he went
to help the old man with the raking.  The
man looked at Scott in surprise.  He
asked Scott why he hadn’t also made
fun of him?   Scott looked at him and
said that as Christians, we are to do what
God wants, even if it means we are hurt
by others.   


Throughout history, many people
have been hurt and killed because they
stood up for God.  Paul was one of them.
Paul suffered much as he preached
God’s Word.


Before Paul left to go to Jerusalem,
his friends warned him that he would be
in great danger there.  They didn’t want
him to go. Paul said that he was ready to
suffer and even die, if he had to. He
wanted to tell people about Jesus. His


friends saw that they could not keep him
from going. So they said to him, "The will of
the Lord be done.” Then Paul left.


At Jerusalem, Paul was welcomed
by his fellow Christians. Paul told them
about all the great things that God had
done. When they heard of all these things, 
they praised God.


One day Paul was worshiping in the
Temple. Some Jews, who hated Paul,
were there also. They hated him because
he preached the Gospel of Jesus. These
Jews stirred up the crowd against Paul.
The crowd grabbed Paul and dragged
him out of the Temple. They wanted to kill
him.


Someone told the Roman captain
about what was happening. The captain
came with soldiers and took Paul away
from the angry Jews. The soldiers carried
Paul away, up the stairs to the castle
prison.  The crowd followed shouting,
"Away with him!"


Paul asked the captain to let him
speak to the crowd before he left.  Paul
told the people how he used to hate the
believers in Jesus, too. He told them how
he used  to persecute them. He told them
about the bright light he’d seen on the
way to Damascus. He also told them
about the voice from Heaven. He told
them how he now believed in Jesus.
Finally, he told them that Jesus had sent
him to tell people everywhere about the
Gospel. 


The crowd listened for a little while.
Then they would not listen any more. The
Jews especially didn’t like it when Paul
talked about preaching to the Gentiles.
They began to shout again. So, the
captain had Paul put in prison. He told his
soldiers to torture Paul. Paul asked them,"Is
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it lawful for you to beat a man who is a
Roman citizen who has done nothing
wrong?" 


The Romans were afraid when they
heard this. They were not allowed to hurt
a citizen this way. They decided to try to
find out why the Jews hated Paul so much. 


 The next day, Paul was brought
before the whole Jewish council.
(Sanhedrin) While Paul spoke, the chief
captain saw that even the Jewish rulers
could not agree about what to do with
Paul. Some (Pharisees) wished to set him
free.  Others (Sadducees) wanted to put
him to death. Their arguing began to get
violent. To protect Paul, the Roman
commander sent his soldiers to rescue
Paul again.


That night, the Lord appeared to
Paul. He said, "Keep up your courage! As
you have told the truth about Me in
Jerusalem, so you must also tell it in
Rome!"


The enemies of Paul were not
content to have him in prison. They
wanted to have him killed. To keep Paul
safe, the soldiers took Paul secretly at
night, to another city called Caesarea.
Governor Felix lived and ruled there. The
governor had Paul put in prison, but he
was kind to Paul. He let friends visit Paul
and hoped that they would offer him
money to set Paul free. Paul was in prison
for two years. Then a new governor,
Festus, came to take the place of Felix .


The Jewish leaders came to Festus
and made many charges against Paul.
They hoped to have Paul killed. None of
their charges could be proven. Festus
encouraged Paul to go back to
Jerusalem to be tried. Paul asked to be
given a trial before Caesar in Rome.
Festus granted his request.


 A little while later, King Agrippa
came down to Caesarea to welcome
Festus. Festus told King Agrippa about
Paul. He told him how the Jews wanted to
have Paul put to death and how Paul
had requested to have Caesar decide his
case. Then King Agrippa wanted to hear
Paul’s case himself. 


The next day, King Agrippa came to
the governor’s palace. Governor Festus
called for Paul. Paul stood before the king
and was not afraid. He told how he had
lived as a Pharisee, persecuting the
Christians. He told about his conversion on
the road to Damascus, and how the Lord
had told him to tell people everywhere
about Jesus. He told King Agrippa the
wonderful news that Jesus was the
fulfillment of all the writings of Moses and
the prophets. Paul also told him that
Christ’s death and resurrection was for the
salvation of all people on the earth. 


King Agrippa said, "You almost
make me want to be a Christian." 


Paul answered that he wished that
everyone there would become Christians.
King Agrippa shook his head and said,
“No, I will not become a Christian.” Paul
was sent back to prison. 


All who were present realized that
Paul had not done anything for which he
deserved to die or be in prison. King
Agrippa told Festus, "This man could be
free if he had not appealed to Caesar.
But he wants to go to Caesar, and you
must send him to Caesar."
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Activity One - Draw a line to match the picture with the sentence.
Then color the pictures.


1. Paul was taken to prison.


2. Paul preached to the
people from the steps.


3. The crowd started to fight
over what to do with Paul.


4. Paul asked to go before
Caesar.


5. Paul appears before Festus.


6. Paul preaches to King
Agrippa. 
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Activity Two - Answer these questions about the lesson.


1. Where was Paul going at the beginning
of the story?


2. Why did his friends not want him to go?


3. Why did Paul go anyway?


4. What happened when they went to the
temple?


5. How was Paul rescued?


6. Why was Paul put in prison?


7. How long was Paul in prison at
Caesarea?


8. What did God tell Paul while he
was in prison?


9. What did Paul say to Agrippa?


10. Why did God have Paul go
through all these troubles?(see
sentence below)


The Lord used Paul and He uses us to spread His Kingdom.


Passage - Use the words in the box to finish the Bible Passage.


 
 


“Our h ___ ___ ___ is in the name of the L ___ ___ ___,  who 


made h ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ and e ___ ___ ___ ___.   Psalm 124:8


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #511 v.  4


Blessings abound where’er He reigns;
The pris’ner leaps, unloosed his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest. Amen.


LORD earth help heaven







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Paul the Prisoner - Level 2      2/7/03


Paul the Prisoner
Acts 21:15 - 26:32


Paul suffered much for the sake of the Gospel.







New Testament 2  Paul the Prisoner  - Level 2


The Story


Scott was walking home one day
with some boys from school.  They passed
by the house of an elderly man who was
having trouble raking the leaves in his
yard.  When the other boys saw the old
man moving slowly they laughed,  made
fun of him and kicked more leaves onto
the grass.  Scott didn’t laugh or do this. 
He knew what they were doing was
wrong, but was scared to say anything.  


Then he remembered what he
learned at church.  Many times doing the
things God wants us to do is hard, but that
is a way to tell people about God .  So,
Scott went up to the boys and told them
they should leave the old man alone. He
said that God wanted us to help people,
and they were sinning by doing this.  The
other boys made fun of Scott and walked
away.  Scott was hurt, but then went to
help the old man with the raking.  The man
looked at Scott in surprise.  He asked Scott
why he hadn’t also made fun of him?  
Scott looked at him and said that as
Christians, we are to do what God wants,
even if it means were are hurt by others.   


Throughout history, many people
have been hurt and killed because they
stood up for God.  Paul was one of them.
Paul suffered much as he preached God’s
Word.


Before Paul left for Jerusalem, his
friends warned him that he would be in
great danger if he went to Jerusalem. 
They didn’t want him to go. But, Paul told
them that he was ready to suffer and
even die, if necessary, to tell people
about Jesus. His friends saw that they
could not keep him from going, so they
said, "The will of the Lord be done", and
Paul left.


At Jerusalem, Paul was welcomed
by his fellow Christians. He told them
about all the great things that God had


done through his preaching of the Gospel.
When they heard of all these things,  they
praised God.


One day, as Paul was worshiping in
the Temple, some Jews were there who
hated him because he preached about
Jesus. They stirred up the crowd against
Paul. They grabbed him and dragged him
out of the Temple. They wanted to kill him.


Someone told the Roman captain
about what was happening. The captain
came with soldiers and took Paul away
from the angry Jews. The soldiers carried
Paul away, up the stairs to the castle
prison.  All the while the crowd followed
shouting, "Away with him!"


Paul asked the captain to let him
speak to the crowd.  Paul stood there on
the stairs and spoke to the people. He told
the people how he used to hate the
believers in Jesus, too. He told them how
he used  to persecute them. He told them
about the bright light he’d seen on the
way to Damascus, and how he’d heard
the voice from Heaven. He told them how
he now believed in Jesus, and that Jesus
had sent him to tell people everywhere
about the Gospel. 


The crowd listened for a little while,
but they would not listen any more when
he talked about preaching to the Gentiles,
and they began to shout again. So, the
captain had Paul put in prison. He told his
soldiers to torture Paul. But Paul asked
them,"Is it lawful for you to beat a man
who is a Roman citizen who has done
nothing wrong?" 


The Romans were afraid when they
heard this. They had treated a Roman
citizen wrongly and they could get it
trouble for doing that. Now they wanted
to find out why the Jews hated Paul so
much. 


 The next day, Paul was brought
before the whole Jewish council, called
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the Sanhedrin. While Paul spoke, the chief
captain saw that even the Jewish rulers
could not agree about what to do with
Paul. Some Pharisees wished to set Paul
free. Others Sadducees wanted to put him
to death. Their arguing began to get
violent, so the Roman commander sent his
soldiers to rescue Paul. That night, the Lord
appeared to Paul and said, "Keep up your
courage! As you have told the truth about
Me in Jerusalem, so you must also tell it in
Rome!"


The enemies of Paul were not
content to have him in prison. They
wanted to have him killed. To keep Paul
safe, the soldiers took Paul secretly by
night to another city, Caesarea, where
governor Felix was. The governor had Paul
put in prison, but he was kind to Paul. He
let friends visit Paul and hoped that they
would offer him money to set Paul free.
Paul was in prison for two years. Then a
new governor, Festus, came to take the
place of Felix .


The Jewish leaders came to Festus
and made many charges against Paul,
secretly hoping to kill him. None of their
charges could be proven. Festus
encouraged Paul to go back to Jerusalem
to be tried. But, Paul asked to be given a
trial before Caesar in Rome. Festus
granted his request.


 A little while later, King Agrippa
came down to Caesarea to welcome
Festus. Festus told King Agrippa about
Paul. He told him how the Jews wanted to
have Paul put to death and how Paul
had requested to have Caesar decide his
case. Then King Agrippa wanted to hear
Paul’s case himself. 


The next day, King Agrippa came to
the governor’s palace, and governor
Festus called for Paul. Paul stood before
the king and was not afraid. He told how
he had lived as a Pharisee, persecuting
the Christians. He told about his conversion
on the road to Damascus, and how the
Lord had told him to tell people


everywhere about Jesus. He told King
Agrippa the wonderful news that Jesus
was the fulfillment of all the writings of
Moses and the prophets and that his
death and resurrection was for the
salvation of all people on the earth. 


King Agrippa said, "You almost make
me want to be a Christian." 


Paul answered that he wished that
everyone there would become Christians.
King Agrippa shook his head and replied
that, no, he would not become a
Christian. Paul was sent back to prison. 


All who were there realized that
Paul had not done anything for which he
deserved to die or be in prison. King
Agrippa told Festus, "This man could be
free if he had not appealed to Caesar. But
he wants to go to Caesar, and you must
send him to Caesar."


The Lord used Paul and uses us
to advance His Kingdom.
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Activity One - Answer these questions about the lesson.


1. Why didn’t Paul’s friends want him
to go to Jerusalem?


 2. Why wasn’t Paul afraid to go?


 3. What did his friends say when they
couldn’t keep Paul from going to
Jerusalem?


 4. Why did Paul’s enemies (the Jews)
hate him?


 5. How was Paul rescued from the
crowd of angry Jews?


 6.  When the Lord appeared to Paul in
prison, what did He tell Paul?


 7.   Why did the soldiers move Paul to a
different city (Caesarea)?


 8. How long was Paul in prison in
Caesarea?


 9. What did Paul tell King Agrippa?


10. Why wasn’t Paul set free? 


11. How was the will of the Lord being
accomplished?


Activity Two - Find the underline words from the Bible passage hidden in the WORD
SEARCH below.


Psalm 50:15 -  CALL UPON ME IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE; I WILL DELIVER YOU, AND
YOU SHALL GLORIFY ME."


A


D


U


C


A


L


L


Y


E


P


C


V


G


S


G


L


O


R


I


F


Y


Y


I


N


W


D


F


X


O


V


S


H


A


L


L


U


E


K


D


Y


J


M


T


R


O


U


B


L


E







New Testament 5  Paul the Prisoner  - Level 2


Passages - Use the words in the box to finish the Bible Passages.


 
 


Our ___ ___ ___ ___ is in the ___ ___ ___ ___ of the ___ ___ ___ ___,  


who  made ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ and ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.   Psalm 124:8


 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___      ___ ___ ___   your care upon 


___ ___ ___, for He ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ for ___ ___ ___. 1 Peter 5:7


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #511 v.  4, 6


Blessings abound where’er He reigns;
The pris’ner leaps, unloosed his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest. 


Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen. Amen.


LORD earth help heaven name


all Casting you cares Him
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Paul the Prisoner
Acts 21:15 - 26:32


Many people are persecuted for what they believe.  Christians
were persecuted to the point that they were thrown in jail and even
killed.  


Paul used to be someone who persecuted Christians but God
called him to preach to the Gentiles.  Now we read of him being
taken to prison where he must defend himself against the Jews. 


Prayer - TLH #498 1,5


Rise, thou Light of Gentile nations, 
Jesus bright and Morning Star;
Let Thy Word, the gladsome tidings, 
Ring out loudly near and far,
Bringing freedom to the captives, 
Peace and comfort to the slave,
That the heathen, free from bondage, 
May proclaim Thy power to save.


May our zeal to help the heathen 
Be increased from day to day
As we plead in true compassion 
And for their conversion pray.
For the many faithful heralds, 
For the Gospel they proclaim,
Let us all be cheerful givers 
To the glory of Thy name.  Amen.


The Story - Acts 21-26 (paraphrased)


When Paul had come to Jerusalem, the
brethren gladly received him. On the following
day Paul went to James and all the elders
were present. He told them all about the work
God had given him to do with the Gentiles
and how the Word of God was spread to
them. When they heard it, they glorified the
Lord.


Paul went to the temple to bring an
offering but some of the Jews stirred up the
crowd, dragged him out of the temple and
tried to kill him. The commander of the army
stopped the beating and took Paul away in
chains amid the shouting of the crowd.


Paul asked the commander if he could
speak to the crowd and when he said, “Yes,”
Paul told the people about his former life of
persecuting the Christians and also his


conversion on the way to 
Damascus. He told them about his work of
spreading the Gospel to the Gentiles. The Jews
did not want to hear this about the Gentiles
and became furious. The guards led him away
and were going to beat him to find out why
the crowd hated him. Paul stopped them by
saying he was a Roman citizen.


The next day Paul was brought before
the chief priests, Sadducees and Pharisees.
They could not agree if Paul was speaking the
truth and argued among themselves. Paul was
taken away to protect him from these angry
men. The following night he was told by the
Lord, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have
testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also
bear witness at Rome." 


The Jews hated Paul and his message so
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much that they made an oath together. They
would not eat until they had killed Paul. Forty of
the Jews were planning an ambush for the
next day but Paul’s nephew heard about the
plot and told Paul who told one of the
centurions.


Paul was escorted to Caesarea early in
the morning to Felix, the Roman governor, with
370 soldiers for protection. The Jewish high
priest and elders came and gave testimony
against Paul, telling lies about him and how he
caused problems in the temple and broke
Jewish laws.


Paul defended himself before Felix
saying he was innocent of the charges brought
against him and the charges could not be
proven true. He also talked about the Word of
God.


When Felix heard these things, having
heard about Christianity, he adjourned the
proceedings and said, "I will make a decision
on your case." So he commanded the
centurion to keep Paul and to let him have
liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his
friends to provide for or visit him. Paul was kept
here for two years. Felix often brought Paul to
him to hear about faith in Christ. He also hoped
Paul would give him money to be released. 


After two years Festus succeeded Felix
as governor. The high priest and chief men
from Jerusalem now pleaded with Festus to
hand Paul over to them so they could kill him.
But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor,
asked Paul,  "Are you willing to go up to
Jerusalem and there be judged before me
concerning these things?" 


So Paul said, "I appeal to Caesar." 
After some days King Agrippa and


Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.
When they had been there many days, Festus
laid Paul's case before the king, saying, "There
is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, about
whom the chief priests and the elders of the
Jews are asking for a judgment against him." 


Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I also
would like to hear the man myself." 


"Tomorrow," he said, "you shall hear him." 
So the next day, when Agrippa and


Bernice had come with great pomp, and had
entered the auditorium with the commanders


and the prominent men of the city, at Festus'
command Paul was brought in. 


Festus said, "King Agrippa and all the
men who are here present with us, you see this
man about whom the whole assembly of the
Jews petitioned me that he was not fit to live
any longer. But when I found that he had
committed nothing deserving of death and
that he himself had appealed to Augustus, I
decided to send him."


Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are
permitted to speak for yourself." 


So Paul answered for himself and told of
his life and his conversion to faith in Jesus
Christ. He told of his ministry to the Gentiles
teaching repentance and forgiveness of sins
through Jesus.


Now as he thus made his defense,
Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, you are
beside yourself! Much learning is driving you
mad!" 


But Paul said, "I am not mad, but speak
the words of truth. King Agrippa, do you
believe the prophets? I know that you do
believe." 


Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost
persuade me to become a Christian." 


Paul said, "I would to God that not only
you, but also all who hear me today, might
become believers in Christ." 


When he had said these things, the king
stood up, as well as the governor and Bernice
and those who sat with them. They talked
among themselves, saying, "This man is doing
nothing deserving of death or chains."


Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man
might have been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar."


After this Paul was taken to Rome.


Outer Aim - Paul suffered much for
the sake of the Gospel.


Inner Aim - The Lord used Paul to
advance His Kingdom.
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What God’s Word Tells Us -  Look up Romans 8:28, Romans 10:17, and 1 Peter 5:6-7. 
Fill in the blanks.


< Romans 8:28 - And we know that _______   _____________ work _________________ for


____________ to those who __________   __________, to those who are the _______________


according to His _____________________.


< Romans 10:17 - So then ______________ comes by ________________ and ________________


by the ___________ of ________________.


< 1 Peter 5:6-7 - Therefore _______________ yourselves under the ___________ hand of


____________, that He may _____________ you in due _____________, casting __________


your __________ upon Him, for He _______________ for you.


Passages


Matthew 16:24 -  Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me."


Acts 14:22 - "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God."


1 Peter 1:5 -  who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.


Hymn - TLH #511 v. 1, 2, 4, 6


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Does his successive journeys run,
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.


For Him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown His head;
His name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.


Blessings abound where’er He reigns;
The pris’ner leaps, unloosed his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest.


Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen.
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What the Story Tells Us - Find the words in the word search.  The words may be vertical,
horizontal, diagonal, and even backwards.
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Prayer


You are the Rock of my salvation; You are the strength of my life.
You are my Hope and my Inspiration, Lord unto You will I cry.
I believe in You, believe in You, for Your faithful love to me.
You have been my Help in time of need; Lord unto You I cleave.  Amen.


PAUL
FELIX
FESTUS


CAESAREA
CHRISTIAN
PERSECUTION


CONSPIRACY
JESUS CHRIST
KING AGRIPPA


TARSUS
CAESAR
DAMASCUS


ROMANS
GENTILES
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Paul the Prisoner
Acts 21:15 - 26:32


Many people are persecuted for what they believe.  Christians
were persecuted to the point that they were thrown in jail and
even killed.  


Paul used to be someone who persecuted Christians, but God
called him to preach to the Gentiles.  


Now we read of him being taken to prison where he must
defend himself against the Jews. 


Prayer - TLH #498 1,5


Rise, thou Light of Gentile nations, 
Jesus bright and Morning Star;
Let They Word, the gladsome tidings, 
Ring out loudly near and far,
Bringing freedom to the captives, 
Peace and comfort to the slave,
That the heathen, free from bondage, 
May proclaim Thy power to save.


May our zeal to help the heathen 
Be increased from day to day,
As we plead in true compassion 
And for their conversion pray.
For the many faithful heralds, 
For the Gospel they proclaim,
Let us all be cheerful givers 
To the glory of Thy name.  Amen.


The Story - Acts 21-26 (paraphrased)


When Paul had come to Jerusalem, the
brethren gladly received him. On the
following day, Paul went to James. He told
them all about the work God had given him
to do with the Gentiles and how the Word of
God was spread to them. When they heard it,
they glorified the Lord.


Paul went to the temple to bring an
offering, but some of the Jews stirred up the
crowd, dragged him out of the temple and
tried to kill him. The commander of the army
stopped the beating and took Paul away in
chains amid the shouting of the crowd.


Paul asked the commander if he could


speak to the crowd; and when he said, “Yes,”
Paul told the people about his former life of
persecuting the Christians and also his
conversion on the way to Damascus where
Jesus Christ appeared to him and asked why
he was persecuting Him. He told them about
his work of spreading the Gospel to the
Gentiles. The Jews did not want to hear this
about the Gentiles and became furious. The
guards led him away and were going to beat
him to find out why the crowd hated him. Paul
stopped them by saying he was a Roman
citizen.


The next day Paul was brought before
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the chief priests, Sadducees and Pharisees.
They could not agree if Paul was speaking the
truth and argued among themselves. Paul
was taken away to protect him from these
angry men. The following night he was told by
the Lord, "Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you
have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you
must also bear witness at Rome." 


The Jews hated Paul and his message
so much that they formed a conspiracy and
made an oath together. They would not eat
until they had killed Paul. Forty of the Jews
were planning an ambush for the next day,
but Paul’s nephew heard about the plot and
told Paul who told one of the centurions.


Paul was escorted to Caesarea early in
the morning to Felix, the Roman governor,
with 370 soldiers for protection. The Jewish
high priest and elders came and gave
testimony against Paul telling lies about him
and how he caused problems in the temple
and broke Jewish laws.


Paul defended himself before Felix
saying he was innocent of the charges
brought against him, and the charges could
not be proven true. He also talked about the
Word of God.


When Felix heard these things, having
heard about Christianity, he adjourned the
proceedings and said, "I will make a decision
on your case." So he commanded the
centurion to keep Paul and to let him have
liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his
friends to provide for or visit him. Paul was
kept here for two years. Felix often brought
Paul to him to hear about faith in Christ. He
also hoped Paul would give him money to be
released. 


After two years, Festus succeeded Felix
as governor. The high priest and chief men
from Jerusalem now pleaded with Festus to
hand Paul over to them so they could kill him.
But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor,


asked Paul,  "Are you willing to go up to
Jerusalem and there be judged before me
concerning these things?" 


So Paul said, "I was born a Roman
citizen in Tarsus and therefore appeal to
Caesar." 


After some days King Agrippa and
Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.
When they had been there many days, Festus
laid Paul's case before the king, saying, "There
is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, about
whom the chief priests and the elders of the
Jews are asking for a judgment against him." 


Then Agrippa said to Festus, "I also
would like to hear the man myself." 


"Tomorrow," he said, "you shall hear
him." 


So the next day, when Agrippa and
Bernice had come with great pomp, and had
entered the auditorium with the commanders
and the prominent men of the city, at Festus'
command Paul was brought in. 


Festus said, "King Agrippa and all the
men who are here present with us, you see
this man about whom the whole assembly of
the Jews petitioned me that he was not fit to
live any longer. But I found that he had
committed nothing deserving of death."


Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are
permitted to speak for yourself." 


So Paul answered for himself and told
of his life and his conversion to faith in Jesus
Christ. He told of his ministry to the Gentiles
teaching repentance and forgiveness of sins
through Jesus.


Now as he thus made his defense,
Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, you are
beside yourself! Much learning is driving you
mad!" 


But Paul said, "I am not mad, but speak
the words of truth. King Agrippa, do you
believe the prophets? I know that you do
believe." 
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Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost
persuade me to become a Christian." 


Paul said, "I would to God that not only
you, but also all who hear me today, might
become believers in Christ." 


When he had said these things, the
king stood up, as well as the governor and


Bernice and those who sat with them. They
talked among themselves, saying, "This man is
doing nothing deserving of death or chains." 


Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man
might have been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar."


After this Paul was taken to Rome.


Outer Aim - Paul suffered much for the sake of the Gospel.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks and then find those words in the WORD SEARCH. 
The words may be vertical, horizontal, diagonal, and even backwards. 


1. ___________________ was spared being imprisoned and beaten because he was a
__________________ citizen.


2. Paul was converted on his way to ________________.


3. ___________ _____________ appeared to Paul in the sky and asked him why he was
___________________ Him.


4. Paul was told to preach to the ____________________ the Word of God.


5. Some Jews formed a __________________ to kill Paul.


6. Paul was originally from ________________ .


7. Paul was sent to the governor __________________ in __________________________ .


8. Paul was placed before the next governor, ______________,  when he was granted his
appeal to _______________.


9. ____________   ________________ heard Paul’s preaching and said to Paul, “You almost
persuade me to become a _________________.”  


PAUL
FELIX
FESTUS


CAESAREA
CHRISTIAN
PERSECUTION


CONSPIRACY
JESUS CHRIST
KING AGRIPPA


TARSUS
CAESAR
DAMASCUS


ROMAN
GENTILES
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What God’s Word Tells Us -  Look up Romans 8:28, Romans 10:17, and 1 Peter 5:6-7.  Fill in
the blanks then discuss the meaning of these passages.


‚ Romans 8:28 - And we know that _______   _____________ work _________________ for


____________ to those who __________   __________, to those who are the


_______________ according to His _____________________.


‚ Romans 10:17 - So then ______________ come by ________________ and ________________


by the ___________ of ________________.


‚ 1 Peter 5:6-7 - Therefore _______________ yourselves under the ___________ hand of


____________. that He may _____________ you in due _____________, casting __________


your __________ upon Him, for He _______________ for you.


Inner Aim - The Lord used Paul to advance His Kingdom
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Your Turn


Paul was persecuted by being thrown in jail and beaten.  We are blessed by being in a
country that does not persecute Christians in that way.  In what ways can Christians still be
persecuted today?  Have you ever been persecuted?  Tell about your experiences.


Passages


Matthew 16:24 -  Then Jesus said to His
disciples, "If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his


cross, and follow Me."


Acts 14:22 - "We must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of God."


1 Peter 1:5 -  who are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to


be revealed in the last time.


Hymn - TLH #511 v. 1, 2, 4, 6


Jesus shall reign where-er the sun
Does his successive journeys run,
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.


For Him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown His head;
His name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
With ev’ry morning sacrifice.


Blessings abound where’er He reigns;
The pris’ner leaps, unloosed his chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all the sons of want are blest.


Let every creature rise and bring
Peculiar honors to our King;
Angels descend with songs again,
And earth repeat the loud Amen.


Prayer


You are the Rock of my salvation; You are the strength of my life.
You are my Hope and my Inspiration, Lord unto You will I cry.
I believe in You, believe in You, for Your faithful love to me.
You have been my Help in time of need; Lord unto You I cleave.  Amen.





		paultheprisonernotes

		paultheprisoner1

		paultheprisoner2

		paultheprisoner3

		paultheprisoner4
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Conversion of Saul to be God’s Special Servant - Acts 9:1-19


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I thank You for the love You gave to Saul, and that Your love supported him through all his
trials as Your spokesman.  I ask for a measure of that support for me in my teaching and living today.  Open
my mouth that I may present You to these children in all Your saving grace and loving care.  As always, in
Your Savior name.  Amen.


OUTER AIM
When God saved Saul’s soul, He also prepared him to be the great Christian apostle and missionary Paul.


INNER AIM
God’s love is for all people, the Jew and Gentile.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 505-518)
We have seen how God worked on a Christian Jew, Peter, to recognize the needs of the gentiles.  The
LORD had an even bigger job getting a non-Christian Jew, Saul, to see his own needs and God’s love for
him in Christ Jesus.  Converting Saul was a special miracle of grace, and the apostle Paul said many times
that if God saved him, God could save anyone.  So saving Saul was one small step in God’s larger program
of saving souls--Jew and gentile--all over the world for centuries to come.
v.1,2
< Saul was a super-Jew, a premier champion of Pharisaism, which is  the conscientious attempt to be


”right with God? by the route of obedience to the commandments.  
< This life-style attempts to prove to God that ”I am a really good person? and God ought to reward


me; it is, of course, in direct conflict with the Christ-centered approach: ”God loves me, not because
I’m a good person, but because He is such a wonderful Person to forgive me for what I am and what
I do against Him.”  


< Saul had to learn this for himself before he could help others to learn it. 
< Since Saul was actually convinced that Jesus was a false prophet, he volunteered for the privilege of


persecuting His followers as far away as Damascus, 140 miles NE of Jerusalem. 
< He was hoping to arrest and extradite such heretics back to Jerusalem, where they stood little


chance of surviving the fate of Stephen--which, by the way, had been a pleasure for Saul to watch
(ch.7:58-8:3).


< ”The Way” is a term used to identify the Christian religion, which was not the way of the unbeliever,
nor the way of the Jewish religion, but the Way of Jesus.


v.3-9  
< Jesus stopped Saul and set him straight.  
< Here Luke is reporting what Paul himself later told the Jerusalem  mob (Acts 22) and again King


Agrippa (Acts 26).
< We usually assert that Saul was converted on the highway by this confrontation with Jesus, but the


text does not pinpoint the moment or hour or day when Saul’s heart was won over to Jesus as his
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Savior and LORD.  
< It probably happened gradually during the three days of his anguish (blindness, nervous tension,


isolation) after which Saul was given the Christian greeting  ”brother Saul,” and received his sight and
was baptized.


v. 3 
< Jesus chose the time and place to arrest this ”storm-trooper? in a reality check that would convince


Saul that the Christians were correct, while he had been in the wrong.  
< The intense, blinding light (ch.26:13) evidently hit so hard that he suffered a jarring fall from his horse. 
v. 4   
< There on the ground, disoriented and blinded, he knew that he was at the mercy of whoever was


speaking. 
< The voice from heaven called out his name in Hebrew with the soul-piercing question: ”WHY ARE


YOU PERSECUTING ME?”  
< Indeed, WHY ME?  What do you think you have to gain by this?  What prompts such ungodly


behavior against ME?
v. 5  
< Because of the terrifying voice of the unidentified heavenly person, Saul knew that someone in heaven


(Moses? Gabriel? Abraham?)  was really angry with him.  
< But to whom should he apologize?  ”Who are you, lord?”
< The answer: ”I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting!” left Saul ”trembling and astonished,”


because this meant that the Jesus he had rejected was not a false prophet at all, but was really  reigning
at the right hand of the Father in heaven! 


< The awful truth now  scalded Saul’s heart that he had been duped by Satan to attack God Himself, and
the horrifying dread possessed him that an angry God would exact a terrible payment from him for this
sin.


< The statement that ”it is hard for you to kick against the goads” (just as an ox hurts himself if he kicks
against a sharpened cattle-prod) reminded Saul that he had often heard the truth about Jesus from
Christians, but  had reacted angrily against the Spirit’s prodding him to  submit to the truth.


v. 6  
< What penalty would be demanded from him?  
< He had to find out.  
< ”Lord (Master, rather than LORD Jehovah), what do you want me to do”--to make restitution for


my vicious opposition to you and your people?   
< We must say that this is not yet the response of a converted heart, for Saul still expected to appease


God by his own personal payment.
< Jesus’ answer  ”Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do” still left him in the


dark to wonder what an upset God was planning as a suitable ”pay-back.”
v. 7-8   
< Everybody else in the group had also been knocked flat (ch.26:14) , so Saul had to take charge to get


them into Damascus, even as he remained blinded and helpless.  
< They found lodging at Judas’  house on Straight Street.
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v. 9  
< What the Spirit did for Saul during those three days and nights is not revealed to us.  
< Yet it was prime time for God to work on Saul’s heart. 
< Saul would review the Scriptures he had in his memory banks, especially the prophecies of the Messiah


and what he had heard about Jesus from His followers. 
< He could not relax enough to eat--and perhaps slept but little--because he was totally absorbed in


sifting through his guilt of disbelief, in recycling the meaning of the prophecies, and in rehearsing the
Spirit’s prodding.


v. 10  
< God enlisted a mature Christian in His venture to reclaim Saul.  
< Ananias’ response ”Here I am, Lord? came from a heart ready and willing to serve his Savior.
v.11-12    
< Directions follow--the street and house address where he could find Saul, praying for the help God had


available for him coming in the person of Ananias armed with God’s love.
v.13-14   
< It was natural that Ananias, under threat of persecution, would have reservations about approaching


Saul, already notorious for his assaults on God’s people.
v. 15-16  
< Of course, Ananias did not know what God had already done to disarm Saul, so God briefly outlined


His progress with Saul:   a) I have selected Saul as a chosen vessel of Mine;  b)I am authorizing him to
represent Me wherever I send him, to Jew and gentile, the lowly and the regal;  c) and he will get
rehabilitated under My chastisement.


v.17    
< That evidently was enough to gain Ananias’ support as a co-worker, so off he went, found Saul and


gladly welcomed him into God’s family as his brother in Jesus the Messiah.  
< He continued with assurances that this meeting had been programmed in heaven by Jesus for the


purpose of healing Saul’s sight (both spiritual and physical) and giving him the Holy Spirit to fill the void
left by his Pharisaism and then to empower Saul for God’s service.


v.18
< The miracle followed, of course,--visible to Saul and to others.
< Baptism next--not to initiate faith, but to give Saul the assurance that his soul had been cleansed and to


initiate him into the Christian fellowship with the saints of God.
v.19
< Breakfast next--with good Christian friends--and in a shared love that overcame emotional scars as


they got to know one another better.  
< Saul was on his way to becoming one of God’s extra-special vessels (containers) that would pour out


God’s redeeming love to others.  All glory to God in the highest!


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I thank You for the love You showed me by making me one of Your dear children. Keep my soul
free from Satan’s grip until I will join You in our heavenly home. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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PRESENTATION
Tell the story in your own words with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there.


ACTIVITY
- Color the picture on page 1.  Carefully cut along the three dark lines. Fold along the one dashed line near the


top of the flap you just made.
- At this point you may want the children to glue a second sheet of paper to the back of page one. This would


make attaching the picture of Jesus somewhat easier.
 - Color the picture of Jesus below. Cut it out. Glue this picture onto page one behind the flap that lifts up.


Either glue it so that it is on the back of the flap that lifts up, or the picture could be glued to the backer
sheet that you added. Whichever way you think looks best.


- Cut out the word box below. Glue it to the bottom of page one.
- Use you finished page one to tell the story of how Saul became a Christian. 


APPLICATIONS
1. The subject of conversion is a natural with this Bible account, and Saul’s dramatic case is recorded for


a number of reasons.  Primarily, it demonstrates that God is so filled with grace and love that He can
salvage and rehabilitate the most perverse sinners, including blasphemers.  Paul later referred to himself
as an example of the way God’s love reaches out to the ”worst sinners.?


2. In addition, we may deduce some truths about conversion:   a) It is God’s will and God’s power that
salvage a lost soul, turn it around, and then use the convert to help others.  b) If a person begins to feel
that he has made a contribution to his own conversion, he should review Paul’s personal experience
supported by the Spirit’s testimony in Romans (esp. the close of ch.3, and ch.5:6-11) and the theme of
God’s grace promoted in every Pauline Epistle (see Eph.2:8-9).c) Current popular theology  that ”you
should accept Christ? or ”make your decision for Christ? puts a dangerous self-centered slant on
conversion; although this approach purports to be a gospel invitation,  it may also rob God of His glory.


3. Few conversions are as dramatic as Saul’s--simply because his case was so extreme that it required
extreme measures to salvage him.  So we refrain from using Saul’s example as the paradigm of genuine
conversions.


4. Yet it has common denominators for adult conversions:   a) the realization that one has been opposed to
God’s will and work in Jesus;    b) soul-searching in the light of Scripture (which for Saul took three
days), yielding repentance for having been God’s enemy; and    c)an application of assurance that God
loves and forgives.


5. God has a plan for each Christian’s life;  a purpose for our existence on earth;  a calling, be it
missionary, teacher, pastor, businessperson, homemaker, etc.;  His hand touches us at all stages of
life--teenager, parent, or grandparent--for God is always giving us openings to touch others as Ananias
did to Saul, and as Saul did for others.


6. Saul became the great Christian apostle and missionary Paul;  God also inspired him to write over a
dozen of our New Testament books, filled with doctrine, instruction, explanations, etc., for upbuilding
us even today.  You can get better acquainted with this extraordinary person in a Bible dictionary or
Rupprecht Bible History References, II, 506-507.  We today are still receiving the blessed fall-out from
what God did to him and for him.


7. Jesus can overcome hatred and unbelief in any sinner’s heart.  God works this out in every conversion
(also for infants), because a soul can be freed from Satan’s grip only by a stronger hand--the hand of
God’s love.  God pulled Saul dramatically free of Satan’s grip, as this  record of Acts 9 shows us.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
I Cor 6:11 - But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.
I Cor. 15:10 - By the grace of God I am what I am , and His grace toward me was not in vain.


Middle any of the above and...
Gal. 1:15-16  - ”...it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me through His
grace...”
Rom.10:4  - For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that believes.
Eph. 1:3-5 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world...having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will.


Upper any of the above and...
I Tim.1:15-16  - This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, of whom I am chief.  However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.
Acts 26:18 -  ”...to open their eyes and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in
Me.”
Phil. 3:7-8 - But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.  But indeed I also count all
things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all
things and count them as rubbish that I may gain Christ.


HYMN CHOICES
”Chief of Sinners Though I be”  (TLH #342)
”Grace! ‘Tis a Charming Sound”  (TLH #374)
”My God, Accept My Heart this Day” (TLH #336)







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Conversion of Saul - Level 1        8/13/03


The Conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-19


“Saul, Saul, why are you trying to hurt me?”


Glue box here







New Testament                                   Conversion of Saul - Level 12


The Story


Do you remember the young
man who watched over the coats
of the Jews who stoned Stephen?
The man was named Saul. Saul had
been brought up to love God, but
he hated Jesus and would not
believe that Jesus was God. Saul
wanted to get rid of everyone who
loved Jesus and talked about Him.


Saul went from house to house
in Jerusalem hunting for men,
women, and children who believed
in Jesus. He dragged them off to jail.
He hoped they would be killed for
calling Jesus their God and Savior.
Saul really thought that he was
pleasing God by doing this!


The Christians were afraid to
stay in Jerusalem, so many of them
moved to the big city of Damascus.
Saul heard about these Christians, so
he made up his mind to get them,
too. He was given permission from
the high priest to bring them back to
Jerusalem in chains. Saul got some
strong men to help him, and they set
out on the long trip to Damascus.


Suddenly, when Saul was
almost to Damascus, a bright light
flashed down from heaven. The light
was so strong and bright that Saul
fell down to the ground shaking with
fear. Then, Saul heard a voice
calling to him from heaven saying,
“Saul, Saul, why are you trying to
hurt me?”


Saul said, “Who are you, Lord?”


The voice said, “I AM JESUS,
whom you are hurting.”


What a shock for Saul! All this
time he had hated Jesus. Now he
knew the truth: Jesus is God!


Saul asked, “Lord, what do you
want me to do?


Jesus said, “Get up and go into
the city. There you will be told what
you must do.”


When the light had gone
away, Saul was blind. His men had
to lead him into the city by the
hand. For three days Saul could see
nothing.


In Damascus, there was a
Christian man named Ananias. God
called to Ananias in a vision saying,
“Find a man here in the city named
Saul. I want you to lay hands on him
so that he may see again.”


“But Lord, “ said Ananias, “I
have heard of Saul, and the terrible
things he has done to Your believers
in Jerusalem. He has come to
Damascus to capture Christians and
take them to prison, too.”


But God said, “Go, for I have
chosen Saul to be My special
preacher who will take the good
news of the Savior to many people.”


So Ananias went to find Saul.
He laid his hands on Saul and said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus has
sent me to lay hands on you so that
you may see again.” When Ananias
did this, Saul could see again! Then
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Ananias baptized him and the Holy
Ghost came into Saul’s heart.


Saul was so happy to know the
good news, that he went out and
began telling all the people that
Jesus was the Son of God, the
Savior. The Jews couldn’t believe
what they were hearing! They said,
“Isn’t this the man who hunted and
captured Christians at Jerusalem?
Didn’t he come here to find
Christians and take them back to
prison in Jerusalem?”


The more Saul preached, the
more the Jews hated hearing about
Jesus. The Jews decided to have


men watching for Saul at the city
gates. There they would kill Saul as
he tried to leave the city.


The Christians heard of this
plan. One night, Saul’s friends let him
down through a hole in the city wall
in a large basket. Saul escaped and
went to Jerusalem.


God had made this wonderful
change in Saul: faith in Jesus, his
Savior from sin. Saul would no longer
be Saul, the man who hated Jesus,
but Paul, the man God chose to
spread the news of Jesus all over the
world!


Passage - Color each word a different color. Learn the passage.


Hymn


Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As a branch is to the vine,
I am His and He is mine.    TLH 342
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Prayer


Dear Father, Thank You for bringing Jesus into our hearts through


     and


Thank You for           
Amen.


Activity
- Color the picture on page 1.  Carefully cut along the three dark lines. Fold along the one


dashed line near the top of the flap you just made.
 - Color the picture of Jesus below. Cut it out. Glue this picture onto page one behind the


flap that lifts up.
- Cut out the word box below. Glue it to the bottom of page one.
- Use you finished page one to tell the story of how Saul became a Christian. 


Jesus


Who talked from the bright light to
Saul as he was going to


Damascus? (Lift the flap and see.)







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Conversion of Saul - Level 2       3/26/04


The Conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-19


The Story


My name is Saul. I
was born at Tarsus in
Cilicia. I was born into
the Jewish faith. I grew
up in Jerusalem
learning all of the Old
Testament laws that
were handed down
through the
generations. I was
taught as a disciple of
Gamaliel, and very
devoted to the ways of
God from the Old
Testament laws, but I
did not believe in Jesus,
our Savior, at first.


You know that I
had persecuted the
Christians and that I
had tried to wipe out
the believers of Jesus.
Because I was
determined to follow
the customs and
traditions handed
down by the Jewish leaders, I did
more than any other to ruin the
work of Jesus. I truly believed that I
was doing the right thing, for I had
been given the authority and


support of the High Priests. It was by
their direction that I threw the
followers of Christ into prison. I spoke
in the synagogues against those
that believed that Jesus is the
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Savior. I did this within the city of
Jerusalem, and I even hunted them
down in other towns and places in
the region.


It happened one day that I
was going to Damascus to be about
this very business; under the
authority of the high priest I was
looking for any who confessed Jesus
so I could arrest them and bring
them to Jerusalem. It was on that
road to Damascus that a very
intense light shone around me. The
light was so bright it was greater
than the power of the sun. As I fell to
the ground in fear, I heard a voice
call out to me, “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?”


Then I answered and said,
“Who are You, Lord?”


The Lord said to me, “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It
is hard for you to kick against the
goads (a pointed stick used to drive
cattle.).”


I began to tremble and in my
astonishment I said, “Lord, what do
You want me to do?”


The Lord told me to get up and
go into the city and I would be told
what I must do.


The men that were traveling
with me were confused. They did
not know what to say, for they had
heard the voice as I had, but they
could not see who was speaking.


When I got up off the ground
and I opened my eyes, I could not
see. The men that I was with led me
by the hand into the city. There in


the city of Damascus I waited for
three days. I could not see during
that time, nor did I want to eat or
drink.


While I was waiting in that
condition, the Lord called upon a
certain disciple of Jesus who was
living in Damascus, Ananias. In a
vision the Lord called, “Ananias.”


Ananias said, “Here I am Lord.”
The Lord said to him, “Arise and


go to the street called Straight, and
inquire at the house of Judas for one
called Saul of Tarsus, for behold he is
praying. And in a vision he has seen
a man named Ananias coming in
and putting his hand on him, so that
he might receive his sight.”


Ananias was afraid because
he knew about all the terrible things
I had done to the Christians in
Jerusalem. He knew I was coming to
Damascus under the authority of
the religious leaders of Jerusalem to
bind those that confessed the name
of Jesus. He spoke of these things to
the Lord.


But the Lord said to him, “Go,
for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to
bear My name before Gentiles,
kings, and the children of Israel. For I
will show him how many things he
must suffer for My name’s sake.”


Ananias followed the
command of the Lord and went to
the house where I was staying. He
laid his hands on me and said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road as
you came, has sent me that you
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may receive your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.”


Immediately there fell from my
eyes something like scales, and I
received my sight at once. I arose
and was baptized.


After that I was given some
food which allowed me to get my


 strength back. I spent some time
with the disciples there before I left
the city of Damascus. I was no
longer called Saul, but Paul.


Truly it was the hand of God
and His love that had chosen me,
one who had once hated Jesus, to
preach His Word to other people.


 Review - Use the words in the box to fill in the blanks below.


1. Saul got permission from the ______________________ to capture
Christians and put them in prison.


2. Saul went to _________________________ to capture more Christians.


3. When Saul was almost to the city a great ____________________
shone down from heaven.


4. ____________________ said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
me?”


5. When the light was gone, Saul was ________________________.


6. God sent ____________________________ to Saul to lay hands on him
and heal him.


7. Saul was then _________________________ and the Holy Spirit worked
faith in his heart.


8.  Now Saul’s name became _____________________.


Paul           Damascus           high priest           Ananias           blind     
Jesus           baptized           light
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Passage - Color each word a different color. Learn the passage.


Hymn


Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As a branch is to the vine,
I am His and He is mine.    TLH #342  v.1


Prayer


Dear Jesus, We thank You that You rescued Saul and brought him
to faith. Thank You for saving us from our sins and giving us faith
through baptism and Your Word. Keep us strong in our faith until we
see You in heaven. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Conversion of Saul - Level 3      8/16/04


The Conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-19


When the men stoned Stephen,
they laid their coats at the feet of a
young man. What was the name of
that man?


What was that man busy doing
to the Christians of that country?


How do you think Jesus felt
about what that man was doing to
His Church?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, thank
You for calling us to faith through the
work of the Holy Spirit in our baptism.
Through the death of Jesus, Your
Son, You have overlooked the sin in our hearts. Please continue to work upon
the souls of unbelievers through the Holy Spirit in Your Word. Amen.


The Story - Acts 9:1-19


Then Saul, still breathing threats
and murder against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest {2}
and asked letters from him to the
synagogues of Damascus, so that if
he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might


bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
{3} As he journeyed he came


near Damascus, and suddenly a
light shone around him from heaven.
{4} Then he fell to the ground, and
heard a voice saying to him, "Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?" 
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{5} And he said, "Who are You,
Lord?"


Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. It is hard
for you to kick against the goads (a
pointed stick used to drive cattle)." 


{6} So he, trembling and
astonished, said, "Lord, what do You
want me to do?" 


Then the Lord said to him, "Arise
and go into the city, and you will be
told what you must do."


{7} And the men who
journeyed with him stood speechless,
hearing a voice but seeing no one. 


{8} Then Saul arose from the
ground, and when his eyes were
opened he saw no one. But they led
him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. {9} And he was three
days without sight, and neither ate
nor drank. 


{10} Now there was a certain
disciple at Damascus named
Ananias; and to him the Lord said in
a vision, "Ananias." 


And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 
{11} So the Lord said to him,


"Arise and go to the street called
Straight, and inquire at the house of
Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus,
for behold, he is praying. {12} And in
a vision he has seen a man named
Ananias coming in and putting his
hand on him, so that he might
receive his sight." 


{13} Then Ananias answered,
"Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much harm he has
done to Your saints in Jerusalem. {14}


And here he has authority from the
chief priests to bind all who call on
Your name." 


{15} But the Lord said to him,
"Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine
to bear My name before Gentiles,
kings, and the children of Israel. {16}
For I will show him how many things
he must suffer for My name's sake." 


{17} And Ananias went his way
and entered the house; and laying
his hands on him he said, "Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared
to you on the road as you came, has
sent me that you may receive your
sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit." {18} Immediately there fell
from his eyes something like scales,
and he received his sight at once;
and he arose and was baptized. {19}
So when he had received food, he
was strengthened. Then Saul spent
some days with the disciples at
Damascus.


Outer Aim
When God brought Saul to know
Jesus as Savior, He also prepared
him to be the great Christian apostle
and missionary Paul.
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Review - Write (T)rue or (F)alse for each of the following. If false, change the statement to
make it true.


1. _______ Saul went to the city of Tarsus to find more Christians to
persecute.


2. _______ Jesus appeared in a bright light to Saul and told him to wait in
Damascus to be told what to do.


3. _______ Saul lost his voice after Jesus spoke to him.


4. _______ The Lord sent Ananias to Saul in Damascus.


5. _______ After Ananias talked to Saul, he received his sight.


6. _______ Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit because he ate and drank.


Questions 


1. What does your Savior mean to you?


2. Describe how God might also allow you to suffer for Jesus’ sake.


3. What will make you willing to suffer like that?


4. How will Jesus make you able to endure such persecution?


Hymn


Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As a branch is to the vine,
I am His and He is mine.    TLH 342
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Passages - Find and circle the words in dark print in the word search below.


I Corinthians 6:11 - “But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 


and by the Spirit of our God.”


1 Corinthians 15:10 - “By the grace of God I am what I am, 
and His grace toward me was not in vain.”
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Inner Aim 
God’s love is for all people, the Jew and the Gentile.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, thank You for changing my life by calling me out of darkness
into light through my baptism. Please continue to strengthen my faith so that I
will not be afraid to suffer for Your name’s sake. Strengthen Your Church so that
it may continue to grow even though the devil and the world continue to
persecute It. May You do this for the sake of Your Son, Jesus. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Conversion of Saul - Level 4        7/25/03


The Conversion of Saul
Acts 9:1-19


What is this man doing?  If he is praying, to whom
may this man be praying?


Will a false god be able to forgive his sins?


How will he find out about the True God?


Today we will read about Saul, who also was
following the wrong religion. How did he find out
about the True God?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, thank You for calling us to faith through the work of the Holy


Spirit in our baptism. Through the death of Jesus, Your Son, You have overlooked the sin in
our hearts. Please continue to work faith in the souls of unbelievers through the Holy Spirit in
Your Word. Amen.


The Story - Acts 9:1-19


Then Saul, still breathing threats and
murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest {2} and asked
letters from him to the synagogues of
Damascus, so that if he found any who
were of the Way, whether men or women,
he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 


{3} As he journeyed he came near
Damascus, and suddenly a light shone
around him from heaven. {4} Then he fell to
the ground, and heard a voice saying to
him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting
Me?" 


{5} And he said, "Who are You, Lord?"
Then the Lord said, "I am Jesus,


whom you are persecuting. It is hard for


you to kick against the goads (a pointed
stick used to drive cattle)." 


{6} So he, trembling and astonished,
said, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" 


Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and
go into the city, and you will be told what
you must do."


{7} And the men who journeyed with
him stood speechless, hearing a voice but
seeing no one. 


{8} Then Saul arose from the ground,
and when his eyes were opened he saw no
one. But they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. {9} And he
was three days without sight, and neither
ate nor drank. 
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{10} Now there was a certain
disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and
to him the Lord said in a vision, "Ananias." 


And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 
{11} So the Lord said to him, "Arise


and go to the street called Straight, and
inquire at the house of Judas for one called
Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he is praying. {12}
And in a vision he has seen a man named
Ananias coming in and putting his hand
on him, so that he might receive his sight." 


{13} Then Ananias answered, "Lord, I
have heard from many about this man,
how much harm he has done to Your
saints in Jerusalem. {14} And here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all
who call on Your name." 


{15} But the Lord said to him, "Go, for 


he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My
name before Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel. {16} For I will show him
how many things he must suffer for My
name's sake." 


{17} And Ananias went his way and
entered the house; and laying his hands on
him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,
who appeared to you on the road as you
came, has sent me that you may receive
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."
{18} Immediately there fell from his eyes
something like scales, and he received his
sight at once; and he arose and was
baptized. {19} So when he had received
food, he was strengthened. Then Saul
spent some days with the disciples at
Damascus.


Outer Aim - When God brought Saul to know Jesus as Savior, He also prepared
him to be the great Christian apostle and missionary Paul.


Review - Write the correct letter in the blank to complete this summary.


1. _____ asked to be allowed  to capture Christians in _____. 


2. As he traveled there, a _____ came from heaven and a voice


said, “Saul, Saul, why are you _____ Me?”


3. Saul asked who was speaking, and the voice said, “I am _____.”


4. The Lord told Saul to go into the city and _____. 


5. Saul was then _____.


6. _____ was told by the Lord to go to Saul. 


7. After Saul was able to see he was _____.


8. Saul spent some days with the _____ at Damascus. 


9. He would later be known as _____.


a. disciples


b. wait


c. light


d. Paul


e. Ananias


f. persecuting


g. blind


h. Saul


i. Damascus


j. Jesus


k. baptized
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Inner Aim - God’s love is for all people, the Jew and the Gentile.


Discussion - Discuss the following with your classmates and teacher.


‚ Describe the spiritual problem of everybody.


‚ What does the Law show us?


‚ When we realize we are sinful, what are  we led to do?


‚ What does the Gospel then shows us?


‚ What Person of the Triune God works through the Bible to convert?


‚ When did you become a child of God?


Hymn


Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me;
Died that I might live on high,
Lived that I might never die.
As a branch is to the vine,
I am His and He is mine.


Oh , the height of Jesus’ love!
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity.
Love that found me - wondrous tho’t!
Found me when I sought Him not.   TLH 342 v. 1-2
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Our


Savior


Gospel
Shows 


Our


Sin


Law
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Passages - Use the passages below to answer the questions.


I Corinthians 6:11 - “But you were washed, but you were sanctified, 
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 


and by the Spirit of our God.”


1 Timothy 1:15 - “This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”


Ephesians 1:3-5 - “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ...as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world...having predestined us 


to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will.


1. Underline the three words in the 1 Corinthian passage that tell what has happened to
you  because of Jesus and the working of the Holy Spirit.


2. What are you called by God in the 1 Timothy passage and Hymn 342, stanza 1?


3. According to God’s Word in Ephesians 1, when were you chosen to be children of God?


4.  Whose child were you before God brought you into His family?


Prayer


Dear Father, thank You for changing my life by calling me out of darkness into light
through my baptism. Please continue to strengthen my faith so that I will not be afraid to
suffer for Your name’s sake. Strengthen Your Church so that it may continue to grow even
though the devil and the world continue to persecute It. May You do this for the sake of
Your Son, Jesus. Amen.
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STORY
Paul’s Third Missionary Journey - Acts 18:23 - 21:14)


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord God, heavenly Father, “Your Word is a Lamp unto my feet and a Light unto my path.” 
Through Your precious, saving Word strengthen my faith and lead me into all truth.  Bless my study
and help me to teach Your lambs.  Strengthen their faith as well.  Bless the teaching of Your Word
wherever it is proclaimed, and let Your Kingdom come.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
itinerant - traveling from place to place or on a circuit; a person who so travels
exorcist - one who casts out demons


OUTER AIM
Paul’s third great missionary journey


INNER AIM
The Word of God is proclaimed; the Church grows


BACKGROUND  (Rupprecht, Bible History References, vol. 2, pp. 524-586)
Acts 18:23-28  Paul left Antioch after some time to revisit the brethren in Asia Minor.  He traveled
through the provinces of Galatia and Phrygia, “strengthening the disciples.”  A man named Apollos
came to Ephesus.  He was an eloquent speaker and well-versed in the Scriptures.  Aquilla and
Priscilla instructed him more thoroughly.  Paul went on to teach in Achaia.  Note:  This third
missionary journey of Paul lasted about four years.  Three of those years were spent in Ephesus, one
of the largest cities of Asia Minor.


Acts 19:1-20  Paul at Ephesus.  About 12 disciples were further instructed by Paul.  They together
with Paul taught in the Jewish synagogues for three months.  Then Paul moved to the school of
Tyrannus, where he and the disciples taught for two years.  Everyone in Asia heard the Word of the
Lord.  Paul also performed many wonderful miracles.


Acts 19:21-41  Paul labored in Macedonia and Achaia.  He planned to go to Jerusalem and then later
on to Rome.  While still in Ephesus, there was an uproar led by a man named Demetrius, the
silversmith.


Acts 20:1-6  Paul again went into Macedonia, then on to Greece.  There he labored three months. 
When the Jews again plotted against him, he headed for Syria.  He returned through Macedonia.


Acts 20:7-12  Paul spent seven days in Troas.  There Paul raised from the dead the man who had
fallen asleep during his late night service and had fallen down from the upper loft.


Acts 20:13-21 - 21:14  Paul is heading for Jerusalem and the feast of Pentecost.  He goes by ship. 
He is in a hurry.  He makes various stops along the way.  He stops at Miletus and calls for the elders
of the church in Ephesus to meet him.  He gives them his farewell.  He goes on to Jerusalem.   He’s
warned about what awaits him there.  He’s determined to go anyway.
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STUDENT PRAYER    TLH #507 1 and 6
Spread, oh, spread thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has given
Life to beings meant for heaven.


Lord of Harvest, let there be
Joy and strength to work for Thee
Till the nations far and near
See Thy light and learn Thy fear.  Amen. 


PRESENTATION
A map showing places mentioned in this lesson would again be helpful.  This enables the students to better
visualize where Paul and his companions sojourned.


APPLICATION
Paul the apostle was both pastor and missionary.  He reached out to the unchurched and ministered to the
churched.  He returned and revisited the churches and brethren seen on earlier missionary journeys.  He also sent
pastoral letters to them.  He practiced what he preached.  In his epistles, he stressed the importance of
‘continuing in the things once learned’ and ‘confirming one another in the faith.’  The same is still true today.


In this lesson we continue to see how “the Lord added daily to the church such as should be saved.”


The missionary activity of Paul vividly demonstrates the Lord’s promise; “So shall My Word be that goes forth
from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.”  Is. 55:11


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.
Lower
Mark 16:15 - “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”


Rom. 10:13 - “For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”


Middle
Prov. 3:5 - “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.”


Prov. 3:6 - “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”


Upper
Is. 55:11 - “So shall My Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall
accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”


Matt. 9:37-38 - “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray the Lord of harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest.”


John 15:16 - “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give it to you."


HYMN CHOICES
Saints of God, the Dawn is Brightening - TLH #502
Send Thou, O Lord, to Every Place - TLH #506
Thou Whose Almighty Word - TLH #508
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Acts 18:23-21:14
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The Story
The Apostle Paul’s third


missionary journey took him to
the big city of Ephesus. Ephesus
was a very old city. Paul brought a
new idea there and it caused a big
problem.


The people who lived in
Ephesus did not know about the
True God. The Ephesians believed
in a make-believe goddess whom
they called Diana. They said she
was the daughter of Zeus, another
make-believe god. There was a
giant temple to Diana in Ephesus.
Many tourists came every year
and they bought small silver
statues of Diana made by
silversmiths. The silversmiths
made a lot of money this way. 


So what was the big
problem? Paul had not been in
Ephesus very long before the
silversmiths became very angry at
Paul. They were so angry that they
started a riot. Why would they be
so angry? They were worried
because Paul told the people that
Diana was an idol, a false god. He
said that Jesus was the true God
who saved them from their sin.
This message is known as the
Gospel. The silversmiths shouted


that Jesus would ruin their religion
and their government! Everyone
gathered in the streets, shouting
and fighting. Some people came
out of their houses and tried to
grab Paul. A big riot started.
Finally the city clerk made them
let Paul go. 


Paul was not frightened off
by this trouble because the Holy
Spirit gave him strength. Paul
stayed in Ephesus for a long time
so he could bring the Gospel to
these people called Gentiles.(A
Gentile is a person who is not a
Jew.)


Paul was a missionary. He
preached the Gospel to the people
and told the people that Jesus
loved them and died to save them.
He told them that Jesus is stronger
than death. He told them that Jesus
rose from His grave so that we can
all live in Heaven with Him when
we die. Jesus took the punishment
that we deserve for sinning. Many,
many people believed what Paul
said about Jesus.  


The believers loved Pastor
Paul. They kept him safe and
listened to his sermons. They gave
him money to take back to the
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hungry Christians in Rome. They
invited him to their houses, and
learned from him and helped him
tell more people about Jesus. 
They helped him travel across
land and sea.


 Paul was a good pastor to
these believers. He was their
friend. He wrote letters to people


who were worried. He preached
sermons and hymns. This helped
strengthen their faith in Jesus. He
made sick people well and when a
boy fell off a building and died,
Paul brought the young man back
from the dead. Paul served God
faithfully while living in Ephesus.


Paul preached to the people in Ephesus and many became
believers.


Activity One - In the table below there is a list of things Paul did as a missionary. Read
each item in the list. In the second column, put a check mark after each thing that you
could do. See if your teacher and your friends agree with you. 


Paul Did This  UI Could Do This


Shared Jesus with his friends


Wrote sermons and hymns


Healed sick people


Raised people from the dead


Prayed for people


Served God faithfully


Activity Two - Make a poster to share with your friends. Write these words on your
poster.


Jesus is the True God.
There are no other gods.


Draw a cross on your paper. Use the whole piece of paper so that your poster is easy to read
from far away. 
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Activity Three - Color the pictures on the first page of the lesson. Each picture might
remind you of some things that Paul did as a missionary. As you coloring, talk about how
each picture is showing you how to be a missionary. Remember, you can be a missionary
like Paul was.


Just like Paul, we can talk to others about Jesus so they can
believe in Him.


Passages
“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”


Mark 16:15


“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Romans 10:13


Hymn - TLH #496, Stanza 2


If you cannot speak like angels,
If yo cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,
You can say He died for all.


If you can not rouse the wicked
With the judgments dread alarms,


You can lead the little children
To the Savior’s waiting arms.


Prayer
Dear God,
You are the only true God. Give us courage to tell others
about You and Your Son Jesus. Help us spread that
Gospel to others so they can go to heaven to be with
You when they die.
In Jesus’ name we ask this. Amen.
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Prayer
O God the Savior of the whole
world, sometimes we are afraid
to spread Your word. Help us
today to learn of someone who
spread Your word to many parts
of the world even when things
became very dangerous. Give us
the desire to hear Your Holy
Word today so we, too, can learn
to become missionaries for You.
We pray this in Your name.
Amen.


The Story


The Apostle Paul’s third
missionary journey took him to the big
city of Ephesus. Ephesus was a very old
city and Paul brought a new idea there.
The people who lived there did not know
about the True God. The Ephesians
believed in a false goddess whom they
called Diana. They said she was the
daughter of Zeus, another false god.
There was a giant temple to Diana in
Ephesus. Many tourists came every year
and they bought souvenirs, mostly small
statues of Diana, made by silversmiths
whose shops were everywhere in the city.
The silversmiths made a lot of money this
way. 


Paul had not been in Ephesus very


long before those silversmiths became
vey angry. They were so angry that they
started a riot. Why would they be so
angry? They were worried because Paul
told the people that Diana was an idol
and that Jesus was the True God. This
message is known as the Gospel. They
shouted that Jesus would ruin their
religion and their government! Everyone
gathered in the streets, shouting and
fighting.


Many people came out of their
houses and tried to grab Paul. A big riot
started. Finally the city clerk made them
let Paul and his helpers go. 


But Paul was not frightened off by
this trouble. He stayed here in Ephesus


Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Acts 18:23-21:14
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for a long time so he could bring the
Gospel to the Gentiles. He was a
missionary. He preached every day and
told the people that Jesus loved them and
died to save them. He told them that
Jesus is stronger than death. Jesus rose
from His grave so that we can all live in
Heaven with Him when we die. He took
the punishment that we deserve for
sinning. Many, many people believed
what Paul said about Jesus. And the Holy
Spirit was always with Paul, helping him
be brave. 


The believers loved Pastor Paul.
They kept him safe and listened to his
sermons. They gave him money to take
back to the hungry Christians in Rome.


They helped him travel across land and
sea. They invited him to their houses, and
learned from him and helped him tell
more people about Jesus. 


 Paul was a good pastor to these
believers. He was their friend. He wrote
letters to people who were worried. He
strengthened everyone’s faith with
sermons and hymns. He made sick
people well and when a boy fell off a
building he brought the young man back
from the dead. He wrote many books of
the New Testament. He trained new
pastors and sent messages about the love
of Jesus to many other young Christian
congregations in the world.


Paul preached to the people in
Ephesus and many became believers.


Activity One - Fill in the blank to tell what
happened in our story. Use words from the box
below.


1. Paul told the people in Ephesus about _________________.


2. The people who made idols were _____________________.


3. The people caused a ___________________.


4. Paul was a good _____________________________.


5. We can be like Paul by telling others the _______________.


angry    riot    Jesus    Gospel    missionary
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Activity Two - Look at the first column below. It lists things that Paul did as he worked as
a missionary. In the second column, write YES if you could do the same thing. Write NO if you
couldn’t do what Paul did. Explain the reason for your answer. When you are done,
compare your answers with your friends and your teacher.


Paul as a Missionary Me as a Missionary (YES or NO? Explain.)


Was a good pastor


Was a friend


Wrote letters to worried
people


Wrote sermons


Wrote hymns


Healed sick people


Raised people from
the dead


Wrote books of the
Bible


Wrote letters about the
love of Jesus


Trained people to
become pastors


Activity Three - Answer these questions.


1. Do you think Paul was afraid during his stay in Ephesus? Would you be
afraid? Discuss with the class.


2. What was the most important thing Paul did while he was in Ephesus? Why
do you think as you do?
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Passages - The passages below help in understanding today’s story.  Explain how the
passage fits the story.


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.”
Proverbs 3:5


“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:6


“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13


“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15


Hymn - Pick your favorite stanza from the hymn “Send Thou, O Lord to Every Place” (TLH
#506) shown below. Tell why you like that verse. Try to keep our story today in mind as you
choose your favorite stanza.
 
1. Send Thou, O Lord, to every place
Swift messengers before Thy face,
The heralds of Thy wondrous grace,
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


3. To bring good news to souls in sin,
The bruised and broken hearts to win;
In ev'ry place to bring them in
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


4. Thou who hast died, Thy vict'ry claim;
Assert, O Christ, Thy glory's name
And far to lands of pagan shame
Send men where Thou wilt come.


5. Gird each one with the Spirit's Sword,
The sword of Thine own deathless Word,
And make them conquerors, conquering Lord,
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


My favorite stanza is number _____. I like it because...


Prayer
Dear Holy Spirit, thank You for working in my heart to believe in Jesus.
Please work in the hearts of the people that we tell about Jesus so
that they believe in Jesus, too. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Prayer
Lord, we know You are the only true God. Many in the world have not heard the precious
Gospel message about what You have done to save everyone. Today we hear of one of
Your followers who spent much of his life spreading that Gospel message. Help us gain
strength and courage through our study so we boldly speak of You as You are, the Almighty
God who made all and rules all the world. Amen.


The Story
The third missionary journey of Paul lasted


about four years. Three of those years were spent in
Ephesus, one of the largest cities of Asia Minor.


Ephesus was 1,000
years old by the
time Paul reached
it. While Paul was
there, Ephesus was
at the height of its
glory, being the
most prosperous
business center of


that time.
There were many false gods and goddesses


in Asia Minor at this time. The false goddess of
Ephesus was Diana, daughter of Zeus, sister to
Apollo. Ephesus enjoyed a sort of “sacredness”
because the great temple to this make-believe
goddess Diana lay just outside the city and was one
of the seven wonders of the ancient world.
Naturally, it attracted tourists by the thousands.
Those tourists bought souvenirs, mostly small
statues of Diana, made by silversmiths whose shops
were everywhere in the city. 


Paul had not been in Ephesus very long
before he had those silversmiths so angry that they
started a city-wide riot. 


Acts 19:23-27 “And about that time there
arose a great commotion about the Way. For a
certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who
made silver shrines of Diana, brought no small
profit to the craftsmen. He called them together


with the workers of similar occupation, and said:
‘Men, you know that we have our prosperity by this
trade. Moreover you see and hear that not only at
Ephesus, but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul
has persuaded and turned away many people,
saying that they are not gods (if they) are made with
hands.’”


Demetrius and his followers convinced the
citizens that Paul’s ideas would overthrow not only
their religion but their government. Everyone
gathered in the streets, shouting and fighting. So the
whole city was filled with confusion, and
surrounded Paul in the center of town. Paul and his
companions were in danger of being seized by the
mob. Finally the city clerk quieted the crowd
because he was afraid that the Roman army would
come to restore order if he did not. 


Paul was not frightened off by this trouble.
He saw this great city as a field full of ripe grain,
ready to be picked. By that we mean that there were
many people who would be going to hell when they
died because they had not heard about Jesus and
that He had died to forgive all sins of all people.
Paul stayed in Ephesus for nearly three years for
one reason: to bring the gospel to the Gentiles. 


And there WAS opportunity in Ephesus!
Here is the sad story the Ephesians believed to be
true. 


For thousands of years the mighty Zeus had
ruled mortals from the clouds of Mount Olympus
with thunder and lightning. When Zeus was angry
he punished the guilty (or the innocent.) When Zeus


Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Acts 18:23-21:14
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was bored he sent down other gods to cause
suffering and misery. When good things happened it
was because Zeus was pleased. When bad things
happened it was because Zeus was angry. 


Diana was the ruler of nature. She was the
goddess who was credited with making farmers’
crops grow or die. When people starved, Diana was
given sacrificial offerings to enncourage her to be
more generous. 


Quite a story, but the Ephesians believed it.
They held holidays for their gods. Feasts and
festivals to the gods were held in every home. 
These holidays were grand celebrations.
Businessmen closed their shops. Gifts were given.
Slaves were let go for a while. Even wars were put
on hold.


You can see that these people needed to hear
the truth. So Paul, full of the Holy Spirit, entered
this great city and preached the Gospel about Jesus


Christ. He told them that
there was a God who
loved everyone in the world,
not just the Jews. This
True God sent His Son to die
to take the
punishment that all people
deserved because of
their sinfulness. He told them
about the God who
had risen from being dead.
Faith is all that is needed
to be saved by this Savior,
Jesus Christ. God even
creates that faith in man by
the Holy Spirit through
God’s Word, the Bible.


Many people believed what Paul said about
Jesus. All of Asia heard the Good News. The Holy
Spirit was always with Paul, helping him preach. 


Paul preached to the people in Ephesus and many
became believers.


Activity One - Write AGREE or DISAGREE following each statement that follows. Be
ready to explain why you answered as you did.


1. _________________ Paul spent most of his third missionary journey in Ephesus.


2. _________________ The people of Ephesus believed in many gods.


3. _________________ The people in Ephesus needed to hear Paul more than most of the
other people in the world.


4. _________________ Saving faith must be faith in Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.


5. _________________ Everyone in Ephesus was happy to hear the new message Paul was
preaching about the Savior Jesus.


6. _________________ Many of the people of Ephesus were greedy and wanted money.


7. _________________ Paul left Ephesus because he was afraid for his safety.


8. _________________ Paul’s preaching was a failure because not everyone believed him.


9. _________________ No one today could do what Paul did in Ephesus back then.
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Activity Two - Use the following charts to determine which books of the New Testament
Paul wrote and where he was at thetime. List the books under the correct journey or location
in the chart on the right. 


Journeys Dates
At Damascus 37-40 AD
First Journey 45-47 AD


Second Journey 51-53 AD
Third Journey 54-58 AD


Imprisonment in Judea 58-60 AD
Voyage to Rome 60-61 AD


Imprisonment in Rome 61-63 AD
Post-Imprisonment


Journeys 63-67 AD


Book of the Bible Dates


First Thessalonians 52 AD


Second Thessalonians 52 AD
First Corinthians 57 AD


Second Corinthians 57 AD
Galatians 55-57 AD
Romans 57-58 AD


Ephesians 62 AD
Philippians 62 AD
Colossians 62 AD
Philemon 63 AD
Hebrews 64-65 AD


Titus 64-65 AD
First Timothy 64-65 AD


Second Timothy 66-67 AD


First Journey


Second Journey


Third Journey


Imprisonment in Judea


Voyage to Rome


Imprisonment in Rome


Post-Imprisonment Journeys
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Passages - Although Paul did not write all of the passages below, he certainly would
agree with them since they all come from God’s Word, the Bible. Explain how each of the
passages below fits the life and work of Paul, especially as we hear about it in our story
today.


“The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38


“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” Proverbs 3:6


“For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Romans 10:13


“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth: It shall not return to Me
void, but it shall accomplish what I please and it shall prosper in the thing for
which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11


“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Mark 16:15
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Hymn - Answer the following questions about stanzas from Hymn # 506 from The Lutheran
Hymnal:


1. Send Thou, O Lord, to every place
Swift messengers before Thy face,
The heralds of Thy wondrous grace,
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


3. To bring good news to souls in sin,
The bruised and broken hearts to win;
In ev'ry place to bring them in
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


4. Thou who hast died, Thy vict'ry claim;
Assert, O Christ, Thy glory's name
And far to lands of pagan shame
Send men where Thou wilt come.


5. Gird each one with the Spirit's Sword,
The sword of Thine own deathless Word,
And make them conquerors, conquering Lord,
Where Thou Thyself wilt come.


 


1. Which stanza tells us what our weapon is as we spread the news about the Savior
Jesus? What is that weapon?


2. Which stanza tells us where we should take the saving message? Where should we
take the Gospel?


3. Which stanza tells us what the good news is? What is the message we are to spread?
The Holy Spirit has called us to be witnesses for Jesus Christ.


Prayer - Write a prayer in which, after addressing God in an appropriate manner, you
thank Him for His work in your heart and life. Then ask God for strength to carry out the
command to, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
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Prayer
Oh Almighty God in heaven, since the beginning of time man has created gods to replace You. There is no
comparing those idols to your power and majesty. Today we will be studying a famous missionary who took
this wonderful Gospel message of Your love and carried to those who knew only false gods. Help us take heart
and gain courage from this story that we, too, become missionaries for You. We pray this in Jesus name. Amen.


The Story
The third missionary journey of Paul lasted


about four years. Three of those years were spent in
Ephesus, one of the largest cities of Asia Minor.
Ephesus was 1,000 years old by the time Paul reached
it. While Paul was there, Ephesus was at the height of
its glory, being the most prosperous commercial


center of that time.
In those days of wickedness,


cities claimed false gods as their
own. The chief goddess of Ephesus
was Diana, daughter of Zeus, sister
to Apollo. Ephesus enjoyed a sort of
“sacredness” because the great
temple to the goddess Diana lay just
outside the city and was one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world.
This temple attracted tourists by the
thousands. Those tourists bought


souvenirs, mostly small statues of Diana, made by
silversmiths whose shops were everywhere in the
city. Those silversmiths made a living through these
sales.


Paul had not been in Ephesus very long before
he had those silversmiths so angry that they started a
panic city-wide. 


Acts 19:23-27 “And about that time there
arose a great commotion about the Way. For a
certain man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who
made silver shrines of Diana, brought no small profit
to the craftsmen. He called them together with the
workers of similar occupation, and said: ”Men, you
know that we have our prosperity by this trade.
Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus,
but throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has
persuaded and turned away many people, saying that
they are not gods which are made with hands. So not


only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into
disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess
Diana may be despised and her magnificence
destroyed, whom all Asia and the world worship.”
Now when they heard this, they were full of wrath and
cried out, saying, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”


They convinced the citizens that Paul’s ideas
would overthrow not only their religion but also their
government. Everyone gathered in the streets,
shouting and fighting. So the whole city was filled
with confusion. Paul and his companions were in
danger of being seized by the mob and harmed.
Finally the city clerk quieted the crowd because he
was afraid that the Roman army would come to
restore order if he did not. “For we are in danger of
being called in question for today’s uproar, there
being no reason which we may give to account for
this disorderly gathering!” And when he had said
these things, he dismissed the assembly.


But Paul was not intimidated by this outbreak.
He saw this great city as a field full of ripe grain,
ready to be picked. He stayed for nearly three years
for one reason: to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.
One of his strongest characteristics was his eagerness
to take advantage of
every opportunity to
promote
Christianity. He
never passed up a
chance to proclaim
the news of the risen
Lord and wrote in 1
Corinthians that “a
window was opened
there.” 


Diana (Artemis)


Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
Acts 18:23-21:14
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Inner Aim Paul preached to the people in Ephesus and many became believers.


Activity One - Summarize the story in two sentences. Use the following words in your
summary:          Paul, Ephesus, Diana, greedy, riot, missionary, example, troubles 


Activity Two - Explain the following expressions and ideas from today’s story.


1. In the second paragraph of the story, why is “sacredness” in quotation marks?


2. What was the real reason that the riot over Paul and his followers started?


3. In the last paragraph the city was described as , “as a field full of ripe grain, ready
to be picked. “


4. In th e last paragraph, “...a window was opened there.”
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Passages
Read 1 Corinthians 3: 1-13. (page 4) Paul writes from Ephesus to the believers in
Corinth as their pastor. Here God reveals, through Paul, a true pastor’s heart. Write
a paragraph that summarizes what God says of the work he (and all pastors) is
doing. Conclude the paragraph by writing down, as a quote, the most important
verse in this group.


Hymn - Answer the following questions about the stanzas of Hymn #502 (TLH)


1. Saints of God, the dawn is bright'ning,
Token of our coming Lord;
O'er the earth the field is whit'ning;
Louder rings the Master's word:
Pray for reapers, Pray for reapers,
In the harvest of the Lord!


Who are the “reapers”?


What is the “harvest of the Lord”?


2. Now, O Lord, fulfil Thy pleasure,
Breathe upon Thy chosen band,
And with Pentecostal measure
Send forth reapers o'er our land,
Faithful reapers, Faithful reapers,
Gath'ring sheaves for Thy right hand.


What is happening when God “breath(es)
upon Thy chosen band”?


What is happening when reapers are
“gath’ring sheaves for They right hand?


3. Soon shall end the time of weeping,
Soon the reaping time will come,
Heav'n and earth together keeping
God's eternal Harvest-home.
Saints and angels, saints and angels,
Shout the world's great Harvest-home.


When is the “end (of) the time of weeping”?


Where is “God’s eternal Harvest-home”?


Prayer
Lord God in heaven, You know that we often fail when You give us opportunities to talk to
others about You. Please help us to overcome our fear and to speak of You and Your mercy
and love in sending Your Son Jesus to die for all of us. It is only with Your help that we can get
the Gospel message out to rescue people from death in Hell. Give us that courage, we pray.
In the name of that Son Jesus we pray. Amen.
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1st Corinthians 3:1-13


1Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2I
gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not
ready. 3You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are
you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 4For when one says, "I follow
Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men?


    5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you
came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed,
Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8The man who plants and
the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his
own labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.


    10By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and
someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 11For no
one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12If
any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw,
13his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how
they fit the lesson.


Lower
Mark 16:15 - "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature."
Rom. 10:13 - "For whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 


Middle
Prov. 3:5 - "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding."
Prov. 3:6 - "In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths."


Upper
Is. 55:11 - "So shall My Word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void,
but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it."
Matt. 9:37-38 - "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord
of harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."
John 15:16 - "You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My
name He may give it to you."
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STORY 7/27/03


Paul’s Second Missionary Journey  - Acts 15:36-18:22)


TEACHER PRAYER
O dearest Jesus, You have given me the privilege of teaching Your little lambs.  Bless my studies and efforts
to share Your Word with them and thereby strengthen their faith in You.  Enable them, too, to share Your
Word with others.  Awaken in them a sincere desire to support the preaching of the Gospel far and wide
with prayers and offerings.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
contention - a verbal strife, argument, controversy, dispute
commended - committed
foremost - first
purple - purple dye
spirit of divination - able to foretell the future and/or do fortune telling
fair-minded - noble


OUTER AIM
The Lord sent Paul and Silas to revisit old churches and open new ones.


INNER AIM
The Lord uses believers to fulfill the truth that  “The Lord gives the increase.”


BACKGROUND  Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 556-573
After their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas gave a lengthy report to the brethren in Antioch,
Syria.  The early church there had sent them on their journey, called by the Holy Spirit.  Their journey had
been very successful and rewarding.  Many doors had been opened.  About a year later, Paul and
Barnabas were sent to Jerusalem to consult with the apostles and other brethren over a question that had
arisen in Antioch regarding the Old Testament ceremonial law.  The meeting went well.  There was
agreement.  About a year later, the Antioch church again sent Paul on a missionary journey which would
last three years.


Acts 15:36-41
Paul and Barnabas made plans and preparations to visit the brethren to whom they had preached on their
first journey.  Barnabas hoped to take along John, called Mark; but Paul said no.  Barnabas and John
therefore went off to Cyprus alone.  Paul chose a man named Silas to accompany him.  They journeyed
through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.


Acts 16:1-11
Paul and Silas stopped at Derbe and Lystra.  They asked a disciple named Timothy to join them on their
journey.  “The churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily.”   v.5  They then
passed through Phrygia and Galatia.  The Holy Spirit prevented them from preaching in the Roman
provinces of Asia and Bithynia.  In a vision, the Lord called them to pass over into Europe.
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Acts 16:12-40  Paul and Silas in Philippi
This section records their contact with Lydia, the seller of purple, and her conversion.  Later Paul and Silas
were arrested after casting out an evil spirit.  They landed in prison.  The Lord subsequently brought the jailer of
Philippi and his household to faith.


Acts 17:1-9  Paul and Silas and Timothy at Thessalonica
Acts 17:10-14  Paul and Silas and Timothy at Berea
Acts 17:15-34  Paul in Athens
The idols and idolatry moved Paul to preach to the philosophers of the day.  His sermon is recorded for us. 
Only a few of the hearers believed.  They mocked at the resurrection of the dead.


Acts 18:1-17  Paul and his coworkers at Corinth
Here Paul met Aquila and Priscilla.  The Lord encouraged him to continue there for some time--over 1 and a
half  years.


Acts 18:18-22  The journey continued with a stop in Ephesus.
Paul hurried on to Jerusalem to observe the Passover feast.  While in Jerusalem he greeted the church.  From
there he went to Antioch in Syria and reported on his second missionary journey.


STUDENT PRAYER
O dearest Jesus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, bless the preaching of the Gospel, both near and far.  Be
with all our missionaries, pastors, and teachers wherever they labor.  Bless their efforts according to Your good
and gracious will.  Increase our faith.  Move us to pray, "Thy Kingdom come."  Enable us to do all that we can
to help bring Your saving Gospel to lost, dying sinners.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
This lesson follows the last.  Again a map of the areas where Paul traveled would be most helpful to teacher
and students alike.  Following Paul and his companions as they journeyed helps make the account live.  Within
this bigger lesson there can be found more than one familiar Bible story from Paul’s second missionary journey.
(cf. The jailer of Philippi)


APPLICATION
Paul was “the apostle to the Gentiles.”  His missionary activities remind us that “the Lord is not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  God our Savior will have all men to be saved and come
to the knowledge of the truth.”  Paul’s example and zeal to reach out to the heathen should serve as an
inspiration also to us.  This is one reason why the Holy Spirit inspired Luke to record the second missionary
journey of Paul for us in the Scriptures.


In this story we again see how the Lord is in control.  He calls, sends, guides, leads, and blesses.  His Word
and Spirit are what bring forth fruit.


The fact that Paul and Silas revisited places where they had labored earlier demonstrates the importance of
“continuing in the Word" and confirming one another in the faith.


The Lord definitely was with Paul and Silas and those with them.  He will also be with us.  He has promised: 
“All authority is given unto Me. . .lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.”  Mark 28:20
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Levels 1 & 2 - Activity Three Directions


1. Cut out the patterns and glue them on cardboard; color them and bend them as shown on Picture 1. Make openings where indicated.
Bend parts of the cross marked with the dotted lines 90 degrees to the back. 


2. Put the ready craft into an envelope and write on the envelope: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved." Acts 4:12


3. This craft activity can help you explain your story for today.


Picture 1
God and Man were together.


Picture 2
Sin separated man from God.


Picture 3
The sacrifice of Jesus restored the
relationship between man and God.


http://www.emmanuel.kiev.ua/Kids/shem_p2eE.html 







Page 4


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.
Beginners
Matt. 28:18 - “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”


2 Tim. 2:19 - “The Lord knows those who are His.”


Middle
Matt 18:20 - “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”


Mark 16:16 - “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned.”


John 8:31-32 - “If you abide in My Word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.”


Upper
John 10:16 - “And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”


John 10:27-28 - “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”


2 Tim. 4:18 - “And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly Kingdom.”
 
HYMN CHOICES
Rise, Thou Light of Gentile Nations - TLH #498
O’er the Gloomy Hills of Darkness - TLH #505
Spread, Oh, Spread, Thou Mighty Word -  TLH #507
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Acts 15:36 - 18:22


God chose Paul to spread the Gospel of Jesus to the people in faraway lands.
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The Story


“Hear about The Resurrection!
Jesus of Nazareth is our Savior from sin!
He Lives! He is stronger than death!” 


These are the words of the
missionary Paul.  After Jesus ascended
to His Father in heaven, Paul traveled
all over the world to tell people about
Jesus.  The Lord Jesus gave Paul great
strength and courage. Paul says in the
Bible that, “I live; and yet it is not I. It is
Christ who is living in me.”  Paul was full
of love for God. Three times Paul took
long trips to teach about Jesus. This
story is about Paul’s second trip.


When Paul traveled he never
stayed in motels.  He walked on Roman
roads from town to town. The believers
would see him coming and would run
out and invite him to stay in their
homes. He would stay in a town for a
long time, preaching about Jesus and
making tents to earn  money for his


food. He had many towns to visit,
because he had started many churches
in his firs missionary journey. And the
believers always felt stronger and
better after a visit from Paul.


Sometimes Paul would sail across
the sea to faraway lands. And
sometimes the people in those lands
did not like what he said. If they had
many gods of silver, and gods of gold,
he would tell them that there was a
true God. He would describe how the
true God made all people and all
animals and plants. He would tell them
how wonderfully God made everything.
His most important message was that
this God Jesus died to take away all sins
in the world.


On one of his sailing trips to
Greece, he came to this city, called
Athens.
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This city was full of
false gods. The
beautiful buildings
were full of idols like
these. (Sphinx, Pan


and Athena)
Paul walked to


the middle of the city
and preached a
great sermon. Paul


said he would tell them
about a God that the people of Athens
did not know. He told the people that
Jesus of Nazareth was the Son of God
who died on a cross and was raised to
life again on Easter morning. He told the
people to be sorry for their sins.


Some of the people in the towns
where Jesus preached believed in Jesus
and were baptized. But sometimes the
people got angry when Paul told them
about Jesus. They wanted to wait for an


important man
to be their
savior.
Sometimes they
did not want to
believe that
Jesus could
come out of
the grave. They
took Paul and
put him in a
prison like this
one. Sometimes the people even tried
to kill Paul for talking about Jesus.


But Paul never stopped
preaching! God talked to Paul when
Paul got tired. God told him never to
be afraid. God told Paul that He had
many believers who would be Paul’s
friends. Many thousands of people who
heard Paul preach about Jesus
became believers just like you and I.


Activity One 
! Circle the tall statue of the idol named Athena above and in the picture


of Athens on the second page.


! What does the First Commandment say about having other gods?


Activity Two
! On the picture of Athens, draw a picture of Paul giving his sermon. Write,


“Jesus Lives!” next to your picture of Paul


! Your pastor is a missionary. What jobs does he do that are like Paul’s job?
How can you be a missionary like Paul?
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Activity Three
Color the two pieces on pages 5 and 6. Then carefully cut them out. Your
teacher will help you put the pieces together correctly. The directions are in
the Teacher’s Notes for this lesson. You can use these pieces to tell other
people about what Jesus did for all the people in the world. Practice on your
friends and family.


Passages
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on


earth.” Matthew 28:18


“The Lord knows those who are His.” 2 Timothy 2:19


“He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned." Mark 16:16


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #507 v. 4


Spread, oh spread thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Acts 15:36 - 18:22


What do you think these pictures are about?


Do these statues look like gods?


Do you think anyone could believe that these statues are gods?


What should you tell someone who does think that these statues are gods?







New Testament 2  Paul’s Second Missionary Journey - Level 2


The Story


“Hear about The Resurrection!
Jesus of Nazareth is our Savior from sin!
He Lives! He is stronger than death!” 


These are the words of the
missionary Paul.  After Jesus ascended
to His Father in heaven, Paul traveled
all over the world to tell people about
Jesus.  The Lord Jesus gave Paul great
strength and courage. Paul says in the
Bible that, “I live; and yet it is not I. It is
Christ who is living in me.”  Paul was full
of love for God. Three times Paul took
long trips to teach about Jesus. This
story is about Paul’s second trip.


When Paul traveled he never
stayed in motels.  He walked on Roman
roads from town to town. The believers
would see him coming and would run
out and invite him to stay in their
homes. He would stay in a town for a
long time, preaching about Jesus and
making tents to earn  money for his


food. He had many towns to visit,
because he had started many churches
in his first missionary journey. And the
believers always felt stronger and
better after a visit from Paul.


Sometimes Paul would sail across
the sea to faraway lands. And
sometimes the people in those lands
did not like what he said. If they had
many gods of silver, and gods of gold,
he would tell them that there was a
true God. He would describe how the
true God made all people and all
animals and plants. He would tell them
how wonderfully God made everything.
His most important message was that
this God Jesus died to take away all sins
in the world.


On one of his sailing trips to
Greece, he came to this city, called
Athens.
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This city was full of false gods. The
beautiful buildings were full of idols like
those pictures on the first page of our
lesson.


Paul walked to the middle of the
city and preached a great sermon. Paul
said he would tell them about a God
that the people of Athens did not
know. He told the people that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Son of God who died
on a cross and was raised to life again
on Easter morning. He told the people
to be sorry for their sins.


Some of the people in the towns
where Jesus preached believed in Jesus
and were baptized. But sometimes the
people got angry when Paul told them
about Jesus. They wanted to wait for an
important man to be their savior.
Sometimes they did not want to believe


that Jesus
could come out
of the grave.
They took Paul
and put him in
a prison like this
one. Sometimes
the people
even tried to kill
Paul for talking
about Jesus.


But Paul
never stopped preaching! God talked
to Paul when Paul got tired. God told
him never to be afraid. God told Paul
that He had many believers who would
be Paul’s friends. Many thousands of
people who heard Paul preach about
Jesus became believers just like you
and I.


Activity One 
! Circle the tall statue of the idol named Athena on the first page and in


the picture of Athens on the second page.


! What does our lesson call this kind of god?


! What does the First Commandment say about having other gods?


Activity Two
! On the picture of Athens, draw a picture of Paul giving his sermon. Write,


“Jesus Lives!” next to your picture of Paul


! Who helped Paul when he was tired and afraid?
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! Make up a prayer that asks God for strength and courage to spread His
Word, the Gospel of what Jesus did for all people


! Your pastor is a missionary. What jobs does he do that are like Paul’s job?
How can you be a missionary like Paul?


Activity Three
Color the two pieces on pages 5 and 6. Then carefully cut them out. Your
teacher will help you put the pieces together correctly. The directions are in
the Teacher’s Notes for this lesson. You can use these pieces to tell other
people about what Jesus did for all the people in the world. Practice on your
friends and family.


Passages
If you abide in My Word, you are My disciples indeed. And
you shall know th truth, and the truth shall make you free.”


John  8:31-32


“The Lord knows those who are His.” 2 Timothy 2:19


“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to men by which we must be


saved." Acts 4:12


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #507 v. 4


Spread, oh spread thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n. Amen.
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Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Acts 15:36 - 18:22


List some events you remember about Paul’s first missionary journey?


Why might God want Paul to make another missionary journey?


Why were these journeys of Paul so important to you and me?


Prayer


O dearest Jesus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, bless the preaching of the Gospel,
both near and far.  Be with all our missionaries, pastors, and teachers wherever they labor. 
Bless their efforts according to Your good and gracious will.  Increase our faith.  Move us to
pray, "Thy Kingdom come."  Enable us to do all that we can to help bring Your saving Gospel
to lost, dying sinners.  Amen.
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The Story
The year is 50 A.D. It has been about


17 years since the Lord Jesus ascended to
His Father. Here we find Paul setting
out on a journey to “{36} go back
and visit our brethren in every city
where we have preached the
word of the Lord, and see how


they are doing.”  He did visit and
strengthen and encourage the young
church on earth. But, even better, during
this second journey the history of Europe
and America was determined. Paul of
Tarsus is credited with bringing Christianity
to Europe! 


His chosen companion was Silas, a
powerful preacher who, {32} “being a
prophet also, had exhorted and
strengthened the brethren with many
words.” 


But it was not an easy journey. The
Holy Spirit led them first to Macedonia, a
colony that had not heard of Jesus Christ.
Here Paul and Silas began preaching, and
were thrown into jail. As a result, Paul and
Silas met and converted the jailer in
Philippi. The jailer’s words are well-known.
“What must I do to be saved?” Paul’s
words are even more important. “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be
saved, you and your household.” (See the
Lesson entitled, Paul and the Jailer of Philippi.)


From here Paul and Silas went on
their way and headed to Thessalonica,
which had a powerful Jewish
congregation.  Here they spent three
weeks, preaching, explaining, and
demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer
and rise again from the dead, and saying,
“This Jesus who I preach to you is the
Christ.” Some of the Jews, a great
multitude of the Greeks, and not a few of
the leading women joined Paul and Silas.
But Paul’s words were poison to many of
the Jews. Their ears heard the same ideas
that Jesus of Nazareth had spoken! And


they thought they were rid of that Jesus. 
These Jews gathered an angry mob


and caused the believers there to send
Paul and Silas away. They moved to the
town of Berea, and here too was a strong
Jewish synagogue. But these Jews were
{17:11} “more fair-minded than those in
Thessalonica.” They listened to the Word of
God with happiness, and searched the
Scriptures daily to make sure that what
Paul said was true.   


 When word got back to the Jews at
Thessolonica, they rushed to Berea, and
again stirred up a mob. Immediately the
believers there sent Paul away by sea. And
his transporters took him all the way to
Athens, Greece.


When Paul walked into Athens he
was walking into the heart of Greece, “the
cradle of Western civilization.” For fifteen
hundred years these people had
worshiped the god Zeus, the goddess Hera,
Apollo, Aphrodite, and many others. There
were temples everywhere. The temples
were set on hills, with mighty columns and
statues of gold. 


Paul was horrified. So he reasoned
with the Jews in the synagogue and with
the Gentile worshipers. He went to the
marketplace daily. And there, one
day, he did an incredible thing. 


He stood at the center of a
great plaza and said, “Men
of Athens, I perceive that in
all things you are very religious; for
as I was passing through and
considering the objects of your
worship, I even found an altar with
this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN


GOD.”
 He got everyone’s attention!


Remember, this was the city of Socrates
and Aristotle, the great philosophers. Men
prided themselves in intellectual speech.
Most of the city’s inhabitants spent every
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day in the city center, discussing the
“Newest Ideas.” 


Paul continued, “Therefore, the One
whom you worship without knowing, Him I
proclaim to you: God, who made the
world and everything in it, since He is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not dwell in
temples made with hands. Nor is He
worshiped with men’s hands, as
though He needed anything, since
He gives to all life, breath, and all
things. For in Him we live and move
and have our being. Truly, these
times of ignorance God overlooked,
but now commands all men
everywhere to repent, because He
will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man who He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead.”


When the Athenians heard of Jesus’
resurrection from the dead, some mocked,
while others said, “We will hear you again
on this matter.”


After these things Paul departed
from Athens and went to Corinth. There he
found Aquila, another believer who was a


tentmaker like Paul. Aquila
and Paul worked hard
making tents during the
week. But every Sabbath
Paul went to the
synagogue to persuade
the Jews and the Greeks
that Jesus was the Christ.
Paul spent a year and a
half at Corinth and many


of the Corinthians believed and were
baptized.


What the Story Tells Us - Use the map on page one to complete the following items.


1. Draw a circle around the city at which a jailer and his family were brought to faith.


2. Draw a triangle around the city whose people searched the Scriptures to make sure
that Paul and Silas were teaching correctly.


3. Draw a square around the city were Paul preached about the “unknown God.”


4. Draw an X on the city whose people threatened Paul and Silas and then followed
them to another city and threatened them.


5. Draw a line under the city where Paul lived with Aquila for a year and a half preaching
and making tents.


6. What message did Paul and Silas bring to the people in each of these cities?


7. Go to the paragraph marked with a     .  Underline the words in Paul’s sermon that are
names for Jesus. 
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Outer Aim
The Lord sent Paul and Silas to revisit old churches and open new ones.


What God’s Word Tells Us


“And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear
My voice; and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” - John 10:16


1. How did Paul’s life show that He understood the idea presented in this passage? Use
examples from the story in your answer.


2. What could you do to show that you understand the idea presented in this passage?
Give specific examples.


“And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly
Kingdom.” - 2 Tim. 4:18


3. What comfort could Paul take from the message found in this passage?


4. What comfort can you take from the message found in this passage?


“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” -   John 10:27-28


5. What encouragement regarding the results of his work could Paul (and all those who
spread God’s Word) gain from the message of this passage?


Inner Aim
The Lord uses believers to fulfill the truth that  “The Lord gives the increase.”
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Hymn - TLH #505 Find one phrase or idea in each stanza below and apply it in some way to
our story. There are many possible applications.


Applications
1. O'er the gloomy hills of darkness,
Cheered by no celestial ray,
Sun of Righteousness, arising,
Bring the bright, the glorious day.
Let the morning of Thy blessed Gospel dawn.
 


2. Kingdoms wide that sit in darkness,
Grant them, Lord, the glorious light;
And from eastern coast to western
May the morning chase the night
And redemption, freely purchased, win the day! 


3. Fly abroad, eternal Gospel;
Win and conquer, never cease.
May Thy lasting, wide dominions
Multiply and still increase!
May Thy scepter sway th' enlightened world around!


Prayer


O dearest Jesus, 
Today we studied another of the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul. Help us


remember this dedicated worker of Yours and how he served You.  Create in us a similar
desire to serve You to the best of the abilities You have given us. Comfort us with the
realization that our job is to tell people about You. You will cause Your Word to prosper and
lead people to faith in You. We make these requests in Your blessed name.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Paul’s Second Missionary Journey - Level 4      8/13/03


Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
Acts 15:36 - 18:22


List some events you remember about Paul’s first missionary journey?


Why might God want Paul to make another missionary journey?


Why were these journeys of Paul so important to you and me?


Prayer
O dearest Jesus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, bless the preaching of the
Gospel, both near and far.  Be with all our missionaries, pastors, and teachers
wherever they labor.  Bless their efforts according to Your good and gracious
will.  Increase our faith.  Move us to pray, "Thy Kingdom come."  Enable us to do
all that we can to help bring Your saving Gospel to lost, dying sinners.  Amen.
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The Story
The year is 50 A.D. It has been about


17 years since the Lord Jesus ascended to
His Father. Here we find Paul setting out on
a journey to revisit the congregations he
had helped establish between the years 46
and 48 A.D. He wanted to “{36} go back
and visit our brethren in every city where
we have preached the word of the Lord,
and see how they are doing.”  He did visit
and strengthen and encourage the young
church on earth. But, even better, during
this second journey the history of Europe
and, ultimately, America, was determined.
Paul of Tarsus is credited with bring
Christianity to Europe! His chosen
companion was Silas, a distinguished
member of the mother church at
Jerusalem. Silas was a powerful preacher
who, {32} “being a prophet also, had
exhorted and strengthened the brethren
with many words.” 


But it was not an easy journey. The
Holy Spirit led them first to Macedonia, a
colony that had not heard of Jesus Christ.
Here Paul began preaching, and both
were thrown into jail. As a result, Paul and
Silas met and converted the jailer in
Philippi. The jailer’s words are well-known.
“What must I do to be saved?” Paul’s
words are even more important. “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be
saved, you and your household.” (See the
Lesson entitled, Paul and the Jailer of
Philippi.)


From here Paul and Silas went on
their way and headed to Thessalonica,
which had a powerful Jewish synagogue. 
Here they spent three weeks, preaching,
explaining, and demonstrating that the
Christ had to suffer and rise again from the


dead, and saying, “This Jesus who I preach
to you is the Christ.” Some of the Jews, a
great multitude of the Greeks, and not a
few of the leading women joined Paul and
Silas. But Paul’s words were poison to many
of the Jews. Their ears heard the same
ideas that Jesus of Nazareth had spoken!
And they thought they were rid of him.


These Jews gathered a mob,
harassed the man who was hosting Paul
and Silas, and caused the believers there
to send Paul and Silas away. They moved
to the town of Berea, and here too was a
strong Jewish synagogue. But these Jews
were {17:11} “more fair-minded than those
in Thessalonica.” The Word was received
with all readiness, and the Jews there
searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so. 


When word got back to the Jews at
Thessolonica, they rushed to Berea, and
again stirred up a mob. Immediately the
believers there sent Paul away by sea. And
his transporters took him all the way to
Athens, Greece.


When Paul walked into Athens he
was walking into the heart of Greece, “the
cradle of Western civilization.” For fifteen
hundred years these people had woven a
complex religion based on the god Zeus,
the goddess Hera, Apollo, Aphrodite, and
countless others. There were temples
everywhere. Temples set on hills, with
mighty columns and statues of gold.
Indeed, only 150 kilometers to the west, in
the ancient city of Olympia was one of the
seven wonders of the ancient world; the
temple of Zeus, the king of gods, which
would have made our Lincoln Memorial in
Washington, D.C. look tiny and
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insignificant. 
Paul was horrified. So he reasoned


with the Jews in the synagogue and with
the Gentile worshipers. He went to the
marketplace daily. And there, one day, he
did an incredible thing.  He stood at the
center of a great plaza and said, “Men of
Athens, I perceive that in all things you are
very religious; for as I was passing through
and considering the objects of your
worship, I even found an altar with this
inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.”


He got everyone’s attention!
Remember, this was the city of Socrates
and Aristotle, the great philosophers. Men
prided themselves in intellectual speech.
Most of the city’s inhabitants spent every
day in the city center, discussing the
“Newest Ideas.” 


Paul continued, “Therefore, the One
whom you worship without knowing, Him I
proclaim to you: God, who made the world
and everything in it, since He is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not dwell in
temples made with hands. Nor is He
worshiped with men’s hands, as though He
needed anything, since He gives to all life,
breath, and all things. And He has made
from one blood every nation of men to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed dwellings,
so that they should seek the Lord, in the
hope that they might grope for Him and
find Him, though He is not far from each


 one of us; for in Him we live and move and
have our being, as also some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we are also His
offspring.’ Therefore, since we are the
offspring of God, we ought not to think
that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver
or stone, something shaped by art and
man’s devising. Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,
because He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man who He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead.”


When the Athenians heard of the
resurrection from the dead, some mocked,
while others said, “We will hear you again
on this matter.” So Paul departed from
among them. However, some men joined
him and believed, among them Dionysius,
a woman named Damaris, and others with
them. 


After these things Paul departed
from Athens and went to Corinth. There he
found another tentmaker named Aquila, a
believer, and worked hard making tents
during the week. But every Sabbath he
went to the synagogue to persuade the
Jews and the Greeks that Jesus was the
Christ. Paul spent a year and a half at
Corinth and many of the Corinthians
believed and were baptized.


What the Story Tells Us - Use the map on page one to complete the following items.
1. Draw a circle around the city at which a jailer and his family were brought to


faith.


2. Draw a triangle around the city whose people searched the Scriptures to make
sure that Paul and Silas were teaching correctly.
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3. Draw a square around the city were Paul preached about the “unknown God.”


4. Draw an X on the city whose people threatened Paul and Silas and then
followed them to another city and threatened them.


5. Draw a line under the city where Paul lived with Aquila for a year and a half
preaching and making tents.


6. What message did Paul and Silas bring to the people in each of these cities?


7. Go to the paragraph surrounded with a box. List six things that Paul says that
God has done or will do.
a.  


b.  


c.  


d.  


e.  


f.


Outer Aim
The Lord sent Paul and Silas to revisit old churches and open new ones.


What God’s Word Tells Us


“And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will
hear My voice; and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” - John 10:16


1. How did Paul’s life show that He understood the idea presented in this passage?
Use examples from the story in your answer.


2. What could you do to show that you understand the idea presented in this
passage? Give specific examples.







New Testament 5  Paul’s Second Missionary Journey - Level 4


“And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly
Kingdom.” - 2 Tim. 4:18


3. What comfort could Paul take from the message found in this passage?


4. What comfort can you take from the message found in this passage?


“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” -      
John 10:27-28


5. What encouragement regarding the results his work could Paul (and all those
who spread God’s Word) gain from the message of this passage?


Your Turn
Write your own definition of a “Christian” person.


Compare your definition to Paul’s definitions in the following verses from Ephesians:


2:10 A Christian is a person who...


4:2-3 A Christian is a person who...


4:20-32 A Christian is a person who...


5:17-21 A Christian is a person who...


Inner Aim
The Lord uses believers to fulfill the truth that  “The Lord gives the increase.”
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Hymn - TLH #505
Find one phrase or idea in each stanza below and apply it in some way to our story.
There are many possible applications.


Applications
1. O'er the gloomy hills of darkness,
Cheered by no celestial ray,
Sun of Righteousness, arising,
Bring the bright, the glorious day.
Let the morning of Thy blessed Gospel dawn.


 


2. Kingdoms wide that sit in darkness,
Grant them, Lord, the glorious light;
And from eastern coast to western
May the morning chase the night
And redemption, freely purchased, win the day! 


3. Fly abroad, eternal Gospel;
Win and conquer, never cease.
May Thy lasting, wide dominions
Multiply and still increase!
May Thy scepter sway th'enlightened world around!


Prayer
O dearest Jesus, today we studied another of the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul.
Help us remember this dedicated worker of Yours and how he served You.  Create in us a
similar desire to serve You to the best of the abilities You have given us. Comfort us with the
realization that our job is to tell people about You. You will cause Your Word to prosper and
lead people to faith in You. We make these requests in Your blessed name.  Amen.
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