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STORY 6/28/06


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia - Acts 8:26-39


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, today is another opportunity for me to share what You want these children to absorb into
their hearts.  One of them may not yet know You as Savior, so I want to help as Philip did.  Others
may be ready to go to a neighbor or acquaintance and present Your Word in a better way because of
Philip’s example.  I follow where You direct and ask You to bless every step of my way.  Thank You. 
Amen.


OUTER AIM
God saved a non-Jewish foreigner by means of a Christian missionary.


INNER AIM
God sends us to preach the gospel to all people.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 498-505)
v. 26   
< Stephen (a Greek name) was the second in the listing of those chosen to supervise the Jerusalem


Christian food pantry and see to it that the Greek widows were not overlooked.  
< An angel came from heaven with a special assignment for Philip--one that would take him out of


town onto the Jerusalem-Gaza federal highway going to the southeastern corner of Judea.
< The passing comment that “this is desert” sets the stage as a place where one person will offer


aid to a stranger in need.  
< Yet it was not Philip, the man on foot, who needed a helping hand;  it was the rich man in the


chariot who needed help to find the road that leads from one’s own spiritual desert into God’s
well-watered Paradise.


v. 27  
< Eunuch, a man usually of the slave class, castrated in order to guarantee that women he


served/guarded would be safe from rape, as well as to protect him from false accusations of rape.
< He had risen to a high position in government civil service, for as Secretary of the Treasury, he


was a Cabinet member of the government of Ethiopia, a gentile nation in Africa (probably
Meroe, in S.Nubia, not modern Ethiopia) that had a succession of women as rulers during the
first century AD.


< This first angel directive said nothing about mission work or preaching to anyone.  
< But Philip obeyed, of course. (If we wonder why the angel could not carry out the mission


himself to the Ethiopian man without Philip’s help, apparently God wants to use us humans to
reach other humans.  


< Angels do God’s messenger service, but humans are used for intensive instruction or the
long-term soul-care that we Christians  render to one another.)


< This man was not only a foreigner to Jews, he was also of the Negroid race;  thus no Jew would
have selected him as mission material unless by direct order from God.  


< Yet an unusual  case such as this was soon to become usual for mission outreach, as Christians
discovered that people of the Jewish race were less receptive than folks of different race and
nationality.


< The eunuch was not ignorant of the God of Abraham.  
< He evidently was a convert to the Jewish worship of Jehovah and had made a special trip of


many hundreds of miles to get to Jerusalem to worship (for the Passover or Pentecost festival) as
every devout Jew (or proselyte) wanted to do.  
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< He had bought a hand-printed copy of the book of the prophet Isaiah, the premier Old Testament book of
the Gospel of the Savior.  


< As his chauffeur handled the horsepower, he occupied himself in reading this gospel. 
< He valued God’s Word even though he did not understand everything he read, and at this decisive moment


he needed help in understanding a crucial truth which God was about to give him by the hand of Philip
v. 29     
< Up to now Philip did not know his assignment on the highway that day, so the angel told him his next


move was to get going and catch up to that chariot on the road ahead .
v.30
< So Philip broke out into a jogging trot and soon caught up with the idling chariot and its  occupants.
< Evidently the black man was reading the text of Isaiah  out loud--and Philip deduced that the man was


puzzled about the wording or the meaning of the words.
< (This would be a good time to ask the students if they have ever been puzzled about something in the


Bible--perhaps a passage they have heard in church, or been told to memorize, etc., or even Isaiah 53...and
what they have done to solve the puzzlement.)


< Philip “cut to the chase” with no delay for chit-chat about the heat or the man’s fine vehicle. “Do you
understand...?” is a fine non-challenging approach because any response is OK.


< We teachers do well to regularly ask this question in our classes of religion, literature, math, science...and
then run with the ball. Invite dialogue rather than pursue a monologue.  It is not enough to teach the Bible
as one would train a parrot.  It is not enough to assert, declare, and drill Bible truths.  We must discover
whether we have brought the student to understand what God wants him to understand.)


v. 31
< What a wonderful, ingenuous, sincere reply!  And what a motto for every classroom! 
v. 32-34   
< The instruction class began at Isaiah 52:7-8, prophesying Jesus’ last hours on Maundy Thursday and Good


Friday.  
< (Ask the class if anyone knows the answer to the man’s question.  Who is the person  referred to as the


sheep, the lamb who had received no fair trial, no justice, and whose life was taken from him...and when
was all this to take place?)


< The eunuch and Philip were ready for the key question:  Is Jesus the embodied fulfillment of the human
tragedy  here predicted by Isaiah?


v. 35  
< Philip’s heart was already open, and now his voice opened the mysteries of God’s redeeming love in Jesus


the Messiah.  
< Starting at the puzzling text, he followed Scripture’s signposts  to lead the eunuch to deduce that Jesus the


Nazarene was none other than the long-awaited Messiah.
< (The class may be asked to come up with additional Scriptures that Philip probably used to draw this man


to Jesus as his Savior.   If we note that no mention is made here of sins, judgment, repentance, or any other
Law-word, it becomes clear that at such a time in his life, what the eunuch needed was not a stronger
thirst, but a good long drink of the Water of Life.)


v. 36- 38  
< During the process of this Bible class, the eunuch’s heart became convinced that Jehovah had given Jesus


to be the Messiah-Savior, and thus Jesus was his personal Savior. He had also become ready to commit
himself, body and soul, into Jesus’ hands by Holy Baptism.


< The question, “What hinders me from being baptized?” may indicate a concern that perhaps his Gentile or
Negro heritage could be an obstacle to his being accepted into the Christian fellowship.  It would not, of
course.


< Note:  Though v. 37 is not found in the most reliable ancient texts, it is consistent with common practice 
that such a confession would be asked of and given by the convert about to be baptized. As to the mode of
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baptism (either immersion or hand application of the water) the wording of the text tells us only that what
was done by the one person was likewise done by the other (“both Philip and the eunuch went down,...they
came up out of the water”).  Those who hold to the theory that this was an immersion style baptism should
admit that this would require the pastor to be immersed along with  the convert, which is rather unlikely.


< This entire encounter lasted only a few hours, but it brought this soul to the Savior, who claimed the
eunuch for all eternity. 


v. 39
< As Philip was spirited away to do other privileged work, the eunuch steered his vehicle homeward,


absolutely thrilled over what he had received from God and ready to share with folks back home.  
< Although he did not have the support of a Christian congregation when he arrived home, we expect


that--due to his government position and his joy-filled heart--he would be able to gain an audience for the
Scriptures.  


< We also expect that many souls in that heathen foreign land were led to the Savior by his service to Jesus,
and we will someday meet these  folks who are now awaiting our arrival at the throne of grace.


STUDENT PRAYER
Teacher:  Lord, don’t give up on anyone who gets a hold of a Bible;  give him/her the urge to read the


parts that tell of Your love in Jesus, and send someone like me to help him understand what Jesus is all about. 
Amen.


Student:  Lord, don’t give up on me when I don’t understand something in Your Word.  Get my brain
working on it, and get my heart open to accept what You want to tell me.  Especially bless my pastor and
teacher to get my attention and to hold it when they tell me Your Word.  Thanks and Amen.


PRESENTATION
The story should be told in the words of the teacher using appropriate background information from 
the Background section.  The Middle and Upper levels could read the story from the student folder.


APPLICATIONS
1. We all have to start somewhere in our Bible studies.  Where do YOU want to start?
2. When a person searching for relief from a sin-burdened conscience, salvation from a bad life, and freedom


from evil influences, finally discovers that God has already taken care of all this for him in Jesus,  he can
hardly  slouch his way through life after such a discovery.


3. We want to be ready to present Jesus at any time to anyone.  Thus we want to prepare in advance for such
“chance” encounters by studying the Bible as God’s personal Word on everything of value for souls
headed into eternity.


4. We may meet someone new to us  at school, at a sports event, during a vacation, at the place we work, at
the dentist’s office, or on the Internet.  Let’s keep an eye and an ear open for an opportunity to share a
Bible thought or to ask the other person’s opinion on a moral subject.  This can lead to searching the Bible
for God’s viewpoint.


5. The way God works to save souls is to send a Christian to individuals who do not yet understand God’s
Word, especially the parts about our Savior. God does not want us to hold back from these opportunities to
serve people of a different race from a foreign country, for He can open hearts when people understand
what He has done for their salvation.


6. There can be no greater goal in life than to aid a soul in finding the Savior and there is no greater pleasure
than being God’s spokesperson in using His Word to enlighten and nurture another soul in God’s will and
ways.  And the Christian person can do it.    Remember? Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Mt.7:7) 
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7. Besides, if challenged without advance warning, we have this assurance:  “But when they arrest you, and
deliver you up, do not worry beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak.  But whatever is given you in
that hour, speak that;  for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 13:11)   All glory to God,
Amen!


8. For an adult who has already been brought to faith, Baptism serves as a wonderful means of grace through
which God offers and gives spiritual and eternal blessings.
a. On Pentecost, the apostle Peter said to his adult listeners, “Repent, and let every one of you be


baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)


b. Ananias said to Paul who had already come to faith, “Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16)


c. Finally, Jesus gave this wonderful promise, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved.” (Mark
16:16a)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Acts 8:37 -  I believe that Jesus Christ (Messiah) is the Son of God 
Acts 4:20  - For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.


Middle any of the above and...
Acts 4:12   - Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.  
Acts 2:38-39 - Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.  


Upper any of the above and...
Acts 10:42-43  - And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by
God to be Judge of the living and the dead.  To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever
believes in Him will receive remission of sins.
Eph.2:11-13  - Therefore remember, that...at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been made near by the blood of Christ.
James 5:19-20 - Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him
know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of
sins. 


HYMN CHOICES
“Today Thy Mercy Calls Us”  (TLH #279)
“God’s Word is Our Great Heritage” (TLH #283)
“We have a Sure Prophetic Word” (TLH #290)
“Spread, Oh, Spread, Thou Mighty Word” (TLH #507)
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The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Philip was a Christian preaching about
Jesus in Samaria.  God sent an angel to Philip. 
The angel told Philip to go along a road into
the desert.  Philip went.


As Philip was walking, he saw a man
from Ethiopia riding in a chariot.  The man was
reading the Bible.  God told Philip to talk to the
man.  Philip heard the man reading in Isaiah
about a man who was quiet like a lamb, even
when others were taking him to kill him.  The
man the Ethiopian was reading about was like
a sheep being led to be killed.  Philip asked the
Ethiopian if he understood what the Bible was
saying.  The man said, “No, I need some help
to understand.” 


That part of the Bible talks about Jesus. 
Philip told the Ethiopian about Jesus. Knowing
about Jesus made the Ethiopian very happy. 
Philip helped him to see that Jesus died for his
sins, and that Jesus is the Son of God.


Philip and the Ethiopian came to some
water.  The Ethiopian wanted Philip to baptize
him.  Philip said, “I will baptize you if you
believe.”  The man said, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” They went into the
water.  Philip baptized the Ethiopian.


Then the Holy Spirit took Philip away so
that the Ethiopian could see him no more.
Even so, he rejoiced because he know knew
Jesus as his Savior.  The man went home very
happy.


The Holy Spirit gave the
Ethiopian faith to believe Jesus is


his Savior.


The Holy Spirit gives us faith to
believe in Jesus.


Passage
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”


Acts 8:37


Hymn


Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.


Prayer
Thank You, Jesus, for saving the man from
Ethiopia.  Thank You, Jesus, for saving me from
my sins.  Thank You for the people who help
me to know about You.  Thank You for the
Bible and for sending the Holy Spirit into my
heart so that I believe.  Amen.


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia
Acts 8:5-8, 26-39
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Classroom Activity - Help the class do the following...


1. Draw a book.  Write the word BIBLE on it.
< Who was reading the Bible?
< Who helped him understand the Bible?


2. Draw a man.  Write the name JESUS under him.
< About whom did Philip talk?
< Who talks to you about Jesus?


3.  Draw a river.  Write the word WATER on it.
< Why did Philip baptize the man?
< When were you baptized?
< What does the pastor do when he baptizes


someone?
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“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts 8:37


Color the person who said these words.


Who is the other person in the picture? Could he have said the same thing?


Name three people you know who would say these same words.
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Philip and the Man from Ethiopia
Acts 8:5-8, 26-39







The Story


Philip was preaching about
Jesus in Samaria.  God sent an angel
to Philip.  The angel told Philip to go
along a road into the desert.  Philip
went.


As Philip was walking, he saw a
man from Ethiopia riding in a chariot.
The man was reading the Bible.  God
told Philip to talk to the man.  Philip
heard the man reading about a man
who was quiet like a lamb, even
when others were taking him to kill
him.  The man the Ethiopian was
reading about was like a sheep being
led to be killed.  Philip asked the
Ethiopian if he understood what the
Bible was saying.  The man said, “No,
I need some help to understand.” 


That part of the Bible talks about
Jesus.  Philip told the Ethiopian about
Jesus. Knowing about Jesus made the
Ethiopian very  happy.  Philip helped
him to see that Jesus died for his sins,
and that Jesus is the Son of God.


Philip and the Ethiopian came to
some water.  The Ethiopian wanted
Philip to baptize him.  Philip said, “I will
baptize you if you believe.”  The man
said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.” They went into the
water.  Philip baptized the Ethiopian.


Then the Holy Spirit took Philip
away so that the Ethiopian could see
him no more. Even so, he rejoiced
because he know knew Jesus as his
Savior.  The man went home very
happy.


Activity One


1. Draw a book.  Write the word BIBLE on it.
< Who was reading the Bible?
< Who helped him understand the Bible?


2. Draw a man.  Write the name JESUS under
him.


< About whom did Philip talk?
< Who talks to you about Jesus?
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3.  Draw a river.  Write the word WATER on it.


< Why did Philip baptize the man?
< When were you baptized?
< What does the pastor do when he baptizes someone?


Passages


“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts 8:37


Color the person on the front picture who said these words.


Who is the other person in the picture? Could he have said the same thing?


Name three people you know who would say these same words.


Hymn


Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the


world.


Prayer


Thank you, Jesus, for saving the man
from Ethiopia.  Thank you, Jesus, for
saving me from my sins.  Thank You
for the people who help me to know
about You.  Thank You for the Bible. 
Amen.
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Philip and the Man from Ethiopia
Acts 8:5-8, 26-39
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The Story - Acts 8 


Philip was in Samaria
preaching about Jesus.  Many
people listened and believed and
were very happy.  But God knew
about another person not in
Samaria.  He wanted Philip to tell
him about Jesus.


God sent an angel to Philip.
The angel told him to go to a road
that led out of Jerusalem going
through a desert.  While Philip was
on this road he saw a man in a
chariot reading.  God told him to
go to that man.  When Philip
caught up to him he saw that the
man  was reading the book of
Isaiah from the Bible and heard him
read the part about a man being


led to slaughter like a sheep and
being as quiet as a lamb about it.
Philip said, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” T h e
man said, “No, about  whom is this
part of the Bible talking ?”  Philip
knew that it talked about Jesus.
and told the man all about Jesus.


The man was very happy when he
found out that Jesus saved him
from his sins.  When they came to a
body of water the man asked if he
could be baptized.  Philip said he
could if he believed.  The man said,
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.”  Philip baptized the
man and then disappeared.   The
man went home very happy.


Activity One


Word list:  Bible, Jesus, baptized, help, understood, angel


1. An_____________told Philip to go to a desert road.


2. A man in a chariot was reading part of the ________________.


3. Philip asked him if he ______________________ what he was
reading.
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4. The man said he needed_______________.


5. Philip told him how that part of the Bible talked about
_________________.


6. Philip ___________________ the man at a place there was water.  


Activity Two  - Draw a picture of a person studying the Bible.
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Passages


“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” Acts 8:37


< This is what we believe and Philip believed. 
< How do we find out about Jesus?


“For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” 
Acts 4:20


< We do not want to keep Jesus or our faith in Jesus a secret.  
< What are some ways we let people know we believe in Jesus?


“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.”  Acts 4:12


< The man in the chariot knew about God but did not know about Jesus
before he talked to Philip.  


< Why did God want him to know about Jesus?


Hymn/Song


Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Red and yellow, black and white,
All are precious in His sight.
Jesus loves the little children of the world.


Prayer


Dear God,
Thank you for making sure that I know about Jesus my Savior.  Help me to


help others know about Jesus, too.  Thank you for sending your son Jesus to
save me.  Amen.
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Where can you find people?


How are they different from each other?


How are they alike?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, thank You for giving us
faith in Your son Jesus who lived and died for
us.  We know that You would have all people
be saved. Help us to remember that people
need to know Jesus to be saved.   Help us to


tell other people about Jesus our Savior and not keep it a secret that we are
Your children,  Give us opportunities and courage to share our faith.  In Jesus’
name.  Amen


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia--Acts 8:26-39


Now an angel of the Lord
spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go
toward the south along the road
which goes down from Jerusalem to
Gaza.”  This is desert. 


{27} So he arose and went. 
And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a
eunuch of great authority under
Candace the queen of  the
Ethiopians, who had charge of all
her treasury, and had come to
Jerusalem to worship, {28} was
returning.  And sitting in his chariot,
was reading Isaiah the prophet. {29}
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
near, and overtake this chariot.”


{30} So Philip ran to him, and
heard him reading Isaiah the
prophet, and said, “Do you
understand what you are reading?”
{31} And he said, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?”  And he
asked Philip to come up and sit with
him. 


{32} The place in the Scripture
which he read was this: “He was led
as a sheep to the slaughter; and like
a lamb silent before its shearer, so He
opened not His mouth. {33} In his
humiliation His justice was taken
away.  And who will declare His
generation?  For His life is taken from


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia
Acts 8:5-8, 26-39
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the earth.”
{34} So the eunuch answered


Philip and said, “I ask you of whom
does the prophet say this, of himself
or of some other man?”


{35} Then Philip opened his
mouth, and beginning at this
Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
{37} Now as they went down the
road they came to some water. 
And the eunuch said, “See, here is
water.  What hinders me from being
baptized?”


{38} Then Philip said, “If you
believe with all your heart, you may.” 
And he answered and said, “I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.” 


{38} So he commanded the
chariot to stand still.  And both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the
water, and he baptized him. 


{39} Now when they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
caught Philip away, so that the
eunuch saw him no more; and he
went on his way rejoicing.


What the Story Tells Us


1.  Tell five facts about the man in the chariot.


2.  Tell two things God did to bring Philip and the Ethiopian together.


3.  Act out the conversation between Philip and the Ethiopian.


4.  Tell three ways the Ethiopian shows his faith.


Outer Aim
God saved the Ethiopian by having Philip tell him about Jesus.


What God Tells Us - Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse


_____1.  God wants everyone to be saved.


_____2.  It doesn’t matter if people know about Jesus if they believe in God.


_____3.  It is not important to study God’s Word if you believe in Jesus.
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_____4.  God will give us opportunities to talk about Jesus and help us know
what to say.


_____5.  If we don’t understand something about God’s Word we can find
someone to help us.


_____6.  We have to understand everything about God’s Word before we can
tell people about Jesus.


_____7.  Only adults can be missionaries.


Passages


(Acts 4:12)  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.


(Acts 2:38-39)  Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy


Spirit.  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will call.


(Acts 4:20)  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 


Inner Aim
God sends us to preach the gospel to all people.
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Hymn
According to hymn 507 what are the main teachings of Scripture we want to
share with the people around us and far away?


Your Turn
List five questions you could ask an acquaintance that might possibly lead to
talking about Jesus.  Start each question this way:  What do you think about ...


1. What do you think about


2. What do you think about


3. What do you think about


4. What do you think about


5. What do you think about


Pick one of these questions and tell how you would answer it.


Prayer 
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for the people You have put in my life to help me
understand Your word.  Thank You for Jesus, my Savior!  Help me to see the
opportunities to share Your word that You put in my life and give me the words
to say.  Bless my studies of Your word that I may grow in wisdom and
understanding.  Amen.
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What kind of books do you have in your library?


Do you have a Bible at home?


Do you read your Bible at home?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, bless our study of Your word as You blessed the study of the eunuch
of Ethiopia.  May Your Spirit work in our hearts that we may grow in knowledge and
understanding and in a willingness to share Your word with others.  In our Savior Jesus’ name. 
Amen


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia--Acts 8:26-39


Now an angel of the Lord spoke to
Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the
south along the road which goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.”  This is desert. 


{27} So he arose and went.  And
behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of
great authority under Candace the queen
of  the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her
treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to
worship, {28} was returning.  And sitting in his
chariot, was reading Isaiah the prophet.
{29} Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near,
and overtake this chariot.”


{30} So Philip ran to him, and heard
him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said,
“Do you understand what you are reading?”
{31} And he said, “How can I, unless
someone guides me?”  And he asked Philip
to come up and sit with him. 


{32} The place in the Scripture which
he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to
the slaughter; and like a lamb silent before
its shearer, so He opened not His mouth. {33}
In his humiliation His justice was taken away. 
And who will declare His generation?  For His
life is taken from the earth.”


{34} So the eunuch answered Philip
and said, “I ask you of whom does the
prophet say this, of himself or of some other
man?”


{35} Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning at this Scripture, preached
Jesus to him. {37} Now as they went down
the road they came to some water.  And
the eunuch said, “See, here is water.  What
hinders me from being baptized?”


{38} Then Philip said, “If you believe
with all your heart, you may.”  And he


Philip and the Man from Ethiopia
Acts 8:5-8, 26-39
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answered and said, “I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” 


{38} So he commanded the chariot to
stand still.  And both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the water, and he baptized
him. 


{39} Now when they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip
away, so that the eunuch saw him no more;
and he went on his way rejoicing.


Recalling Details - Fill in the blank with the words from the WORD LIST


WORD LIST (Some words will be used more than once.) 
rejoiced, Philip, eunuch, Ethiopia, baptized, believe, baptizing, Jesus, Christ,


Isaiah, Son, sheep, God, slaughtered, believed


1. Philip was sent to the _______________o f ___________________.


2. The ______________ was reading the book of ______________ where it talks about the


______________ being ________________.


3. The _________________invited ________________ into his chariot to explain to him what


he was reading.


4. _______________told the ______________ about _______________.


5. The _______________wanted to be __________________.


6. ________________ was willing to baptize him if he _________________.


7. The _________________ said, “I_______________ that _____________  _____________ is the


____________ of ____________.”


8. After  ______________ the eunuch, _______________ disappeared.


9. The eunuch _______________ as he rode home.


 


Outer Aim
God saved a non-Jewish foreigner through Philip, a Christian missionary.


What Can We Do?


List five things you can do to help bring the word of God to people who do not know about
Jesus.
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1.  


2.  


3.  


4.  


5.


What did Philip need to know in order to help the eunuch of Ethiopia?


How do we prepare to help others know about Jesus?


Inner Aim
God sends us to preach the gospel to all people.


Passages


(Acts10:42-43)  And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He
who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.  To Him all the prophets


witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.


Who is “He” in this passage?


How do people receive forgiveness of their sins?
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(Eph. 2:11-13)  Therefore remember, that . . . at that time you were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise,


having no hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been made near by the blood of Christ.


What is a person’s relationship with God like if they do not believe in Jesus?


(Acts4:12) Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.


About whom is this passage talking?


What would you say to people who think that it doesn’t matter what you believe about
God as long as you believe there is a god?


Hymn


Read hymn 283.  Which line in particular fits this lesson?  Why are the thoughts of the last two
lines also very important to our mission work?


Prayer


Write a short prayer based on this lesson.,  Include a thank you and a request.
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Stephen, God’s Child Martyred - Acts 6:8-7:60


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord Jesus, I thank You for how You kept Stephen from feeling abandoned when he needed You most.  I
thank You for this example of the strength of heart You can give to one of Your own.  If it pleases You to
give me similar stresses, I trust You to give me what You gave Stephen to carry him through to glory.  Bless
my heart and mouth as I serve You today in my classroom.  I need You every hour.  Amen.


OUTER AIM 
Stephen was condemned and executed for preaching Jesus-Savior,  but Jesus came to his rescue.


INNER AIM
God gave Stephen enough love for even his enemies so that after he explained  how God had given them a
Savior (long sermon!) he  was taken home to be with Jesus.


or:
The way our Lord Jesus cared for His people in Jerusalem seems self-defeating in that He let Stephen get
killed early in life, but this was God’s way of blessing Stephen–who was taken to heaven– and God’s way 
of reaching out to other souls, because Christians who fled for their lives “went everywhere preaching the
word.” (8:4)


VOCABULARY & BACKGROUND
Further study sources:  Rupprecht, Bible History References, Vol. 2, 491-497; a good Bible dictionary
such as the Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, or a Bible Handbook.
v. 8  
< When the home congregation in Jerusalem grew in membership quickly, the pastors had to ask for help


in some of their work--so the congregation agreed to help by electing seven assistants.  
< One of them was Stephen, who was blessed with extraordinary faith, power, wisdom, and spirituality.
v. 9  
< Synagogue of the Freedmen - one of the congregations in Jerusalem whose membership was made


up of Jews from foreign countries: Their congregation’s name tells us that they wanted to be identified
as people not of the lower class, but as first-class citizens in the Roman world.


< These hostile people enjoyed the challenge of attacking Stephen’s person, message, and success.
v. 9, 10   
< Soon Stephen’s sermons and miracle-working got the attention of others who were convinced that


Jesus was a false prophet, and that Stephen was also.  
< This mob of independent tough guys did not know God’s Word as well as Stephen did, and since they


were losing their debates, they decided to play dirty by hiring false witnesses to accuse Stephen of a
number of scary  sins:


v. 11, 12
< That he had bad-mouthed (blasphemed) Moses, God, and the “holy place” (Temple).  On these


charges they brought Stephen to trial before their ecclesiastical court. 
< elders and scribes - the Jewish professional class of clergy  and teachers of Scripture.
<  the council - the supreme court of the Jewish church (the Sanhedrin, not a civil court), and testified


that they had heard him say:    a) Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this Temple,  and        b)
Jesus shall change their church’s customs and rituals.


v. 13  
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< blasphemy - the awful sin of bad-mouthing God’s person or word or work.
< We note that in regard to point a), they had misunderstood--or chose to misrepresent--what Jesus had said about


His own approaching death and resurrection in John 2:19-22.  In regard to point  b), they did not understand that
Jesus had come to fulfill the Mosaic Law in the place of all Law-breakers. That made the ceremonial
regulations--as prefiguring types of Himself-- no longer functional, either.  


v.15    
< The Holy  Spirit here points up the contrast between Stephen and these evil-minded Jesus-haters, who now “saw


his face as the face of an angel.”  
< We know little about the face of an angel, but we do know that angels have appeared in phosphorescent, radiant


clothing (Luke 24:4), and that when Moses had received the Law from God, his face was shiny  (Ex.34:35).  
< This seems to be a God-given way for Stephen to get  their full attention.  
< Stephen certainly had the work of an angel (a messenger from God on high) cut out for him.
Ch.7: 
< Stephen was on the witness stand long enough (fifty verses!) to make a good case that the charges against him


were falsified.
vv. 2-8  
< He makes the point that he serves (rather than blasphemes) the LORD God, who chose Abraham to carry


forward His gracious plans for a special people...
vv. 9-18  
< He makes the point that he reveres the God who preserved His people through His special servant Joseph.
vv. 20-40 
< He makes the point that it is the Jewish nation that should be on trial, for when God appointed Moses as their


“ruler and deliverer,” he was rejected; and then the greater “ruler and deliverer” who had been with them in the
wilderness was discarded in favor of heathen idols.


vv.44-50 
< He makes the point that God was not as interested in the temple as they made Him out to be.
< At this point Stephen’s sermon/testimony takes an abrupt turn.
v.51  
< Why does Stephen here break out into a scathing denunciation of the council for resisting the Holy Ghost? 
< We deduce that during his sermon they had been shaking their heads or showing their bad attitude in other


ways...until Stephen could no longer ignore their response.  
< Their attitude toward God and His messenger Stephen was so bad that....
v.51-55  
< Now they had to be told that they are resisting God’s own Holy Spirit, who yearns for their salvation.
< They were copying the bad example of their parents and forebears who had murdered God’s preachers, and now


they had even become guilty of doing the same to God’s “Just One,” the sinless Messiah Himself!
< Note:  It was not Stephen who was guilty of a bad attitude toward God, Moses, and the Temple, but the Jewish


leadership that was guilty--guilty of even more sin than all the other sins during all the centuries of Jewish history.
v.51     
< Stiff necked  is the opposite of bowing the head in humility; and uncircumcised in heart and ears means they


were unconverted, undedicated to God.  
< Note:  To oppose God’s messages brought by God’s spokesmen IS to oppose the Holy Ghost, who uses the


means of grace to get into sinful hearts and turn them around upside-down.
v.54
< This is not the response we would like to see, for it was seething anger that exploded in Stephen’s face.
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v.55    
< How wonderful that God drew Stephen’s attention away from this hellish scene of mad-dog snarling and


snapping, and gave him a glimpse into the heavenly Jerusalem--actually letting him look into the sanctuary of
God’s throne-room--with Jesus standing at attention at the place of honor and privilege, ready and waiting for
Stephen’s arrival home.


v. 56
< Stephen couldn’t help but blurt out in excited amazement and joyous surprise, (“LOOK!”) and evidently 


expected the others also to see the wonderful vision that he saw.
v. 57
< They, of course, not having Jesus in their hearts, could not see Him in heaven either.
< Explore these thoughts with the class:  Why did they holler and put their fingers into their ears and assault


Stephen? Why were Stephen’s message and conduct so frightening to them?
v. 58
< Even though they had no legal right to execute anyone, the Jews were so mad at Stephen that they took the law


into their own hands.  
< In the Old Testament times, God allowed this style of execution for blasphemers (Lev. 24:14-16).
< But in doing this to Stephen, they had become carbon copies of their evil forefathers (cf. v. 51-52).
< Note:  Stephen is the central character here, of course, the hero of faith who may be included in the Hebrews


11:33-40 listing of such champions whom God supported.   
< Which verse could be a reference to Stephen?  
< Stephen died from brain concussions when his skull was smashed by the rocks they threw.
< Thus, vv.55-56 and 59-60  deserve our closest attention, for here we have an example of how a Christ-like heart


reacts to the most horrendous mistreatment.  
< True religion is to forgive from the heart--to want God to bless such evil men--to call upon our God to carry us


through every  obstacle when we are truly serving Him--to beseech the LORD to include such sins in/with/under
His redemptive mercy and to keep on with His program of seeking lost souls, even in Jewry.  


< Finally, true religion is to commit ourselves, body and soul and all things into His keeping--so that we can fall
asleep in Jesus, Who has stood by us through everything else and will receive us before the throne of our Father,
to introduce us there to the rest of the family of God.


STUDENT PRAYER
If you have perceptive and thoughtful students, they can be asked to compose prayers of their own for use by the class. 
If it is up to the teacher to provide one, it should be simple and short.


PRESENTATION
With Stephen’s sermon included,  this gets to be one of the longest New Testament stories in the series;  so you should
summarize.  But for the Upper Level give the gist of his defense-strategy  to show Stephen’s concern that his listeners
would review God’s blessings on Israel, blessings which were often not appreciated. Many of our own sermons are
meant to work the same way.
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APPLICATIONS
1. In our society, are Christians protected by law from being attacked as Stephen was? Yet, since Satan and his


crew do their dirty work anyhow,  what might happen to a Christian in any of the following situations,... and how
would YOU handle a bad response?
-A Christian business-person makes the Savior known among the other office personnel.  
- Co-workers  enjoy  discussing a subject that God answers in the Bible.
-A Christian delivery van driver shares Bible testimony with customers on his route.  
-A Christian student shows disapproval of the dirty talk and jokes of other students.
-A Christian student has a quiet moment of prayer at the lunch-table.
-A Christian is asked his opinion on socially-acceptable sins such as  abortion, alcoholism, gambling, drug abuse,


living together without marriage, etc.
2. How do you as a young Christian feel about your parents (or your pastor or teacher) when they want to talk with


you about something you did that needs correcting?
3. If you get into trouble because of your own sinfulness, might you feel “persecuted”?  What causes a person to


become angry--such as the council members were--when you are scolded or disciplined?  Explain:


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Acts 4:12  - Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.
I Tim. 6:12a -  Fight the good fight of faith, lay  hold on eternal life....


Middle any of the above and...
Luke 12:8  - Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the
angels of God.
Matt. 5:44  - But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.
I Thess. 4:14  - For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus.


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 1:16  - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
Luke 2:29-32 -  Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word;  for my eyes have
seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel.
II Tim. 4:18  - And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom.  To Him
be glory forever and ever. Amen!


HYMN CHOICES
“Am I a Soldier of the Cross” (TLH #445:1,4)
“Fight the Good Fight with All Thy Might” (TLH #447:1,2,4)
“Stand up!--Stand Up for Jesus” (TLH #451:1,4)
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Stephen
Acts 6-7
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The Story


There were many Christians in the
church at Jerusalem.  When the Christians
brought their money to the apostles to
share with the needy, some of the needy
were passed by.  The apostles needed help
so that they could continue to pray and to
preach the Word of God to.


The apostles asked the Christians to
choose seven good men who were wise
and had the Spirit of God.  These men
would take care of the needy people in
the church.  Stephen was the name of one
of these men.  Another man chosen was
Philip. 


The seven men were brought before
the apostles.  The apostles prayed and laid
their hands on the men to set them apart
for the work of caring for the needy.


The Word of God spread, and the
number of believers in Jerusalem grew a
lot.  Stephen looked after needy Christians
and also preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ to many people, including the
Gentiles.  Stephen preached with such
power and did such wonders that people
felt he was preaching the truth.


Some Jews who thought Gentiles
should not hear about God, spoke against
Stephen.  These Jews could tell that
Stephen had great wisdom.  They could
tell that the Holy Spirit had filled Stephen
and that he spoke the truth.


These Jews hired men to be false
witnesses and tell lies about Stephen.  They
made the people and their rulers excited
and angry with Stephen.  The people
seized Stephen and brought him before
the Jewish council.


The false witnesses said, “This man


speaks evil words against the Temple and
God’s Law.  We heard him say that Jesus of
Nazareth will destroy this place and
change the customs which Moses gave
us.”


When Stephen stood up to answer
the high priest and the council, everyone
looked at him.  They saw Stephen’s face
shine like the face of an angel.


Then the high priest asked, “Are
these things so?”


Stephen began to speak of the
great things God had done for the people
of Israel.  He reminded them that God
called Abraham to leave his home and go
into a new land.    God  had promised
Abraham that He would give Abraham’s
descendants that land.  (Abraham’s
descendants were called the people of
Israel.)


Stephen now reminded these Jews
and the Jewish council how God had
given the Israelites great men like Joseph
and Moses and the prophets.   These men
had told the people of Israel to believe in
the promised Savior.  Stephen showed the
council how the Israelites had not been
faithful to God, even after God blessed
them.  They had not listened to the
prophets and had even killed many of
them.


Stephen said, “You are like your
fathers.  You shut your ears to the Holy
Spirit.  Your fathers killed many of the
prophets.  When God sent His Son, Jesus,
the promised Savior, you killed Him!”


These words of Stephen made the
Jews very angry.  They were so angry that
they ground their teeth together.  But
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Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked
toward heaven and said, “Look!  I see the
heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing at the right hand of God!”  But,
the unbelieving Jews could not see
Stephen’s vision of heaven.


Stephen’s enemies were so angry
that they shouted at him.  They plugged
their ears and rushed at him.  They
dragged him out of the city and threw
stones at him until he was dead.  Even as
they threw stones at him, Stephen knelt
down and prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.  Lord, do not hold this sin against
them.” 


 When he had said this, Stephen fell
asleep in death, believing in Jesus, his
Savior.  Stephen was the first believer to be


killed for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.  Stephen’s friends carried his body
away and buried it. Many Christians were
very sad.


One of the enemies of Stephen was
a young man whose name was Saul. 
When the false witnesses took off their
loose outer garments so they could throw
stones at Stephen, Saul held their
garments.  This young man had heard
Stephen’s speech and saw his shining face,
but he thought it was good to put
Stephen to death.  He became an enemy
of the Christians and began to put many
of them into prison for their faith in Jesus. 
The Christian church seemed ready to end,
but God had His plan.


Review


How was Stephen put to death?


Why was Stephen put to death?


Draw a picture of  Stephen’s vision of heaven.
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Passages


“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12


The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder. Exodus 20:13


Hymn


Hymn 445 v. 1


Am I a soldier of the Cross,
A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own His cause
Or blush to speak His name?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank you for giving us the good example of Stephen, a child of yours who did
not deny You.  He was willing to suffer and die because of his love for You and
also his enemies.  Help us when we have troubles to take them to You.  Make
us strong Christians so that we will be willing to die, if need be, rather than give
up our faith.  Help us to be loving Christians for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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Stephen
Acts 6-7
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The Story - Acts 6-7


There were many Christians in
the church at Jerusalem.  When the
Christians brought their money to the
apostles to share with the needy,
some of the needy were passed by.
The apostles needed help so that
they could continue to pray and to
preach the word of God to the
people.


The apostles asked the Christians
to choose seven good men who
were wise and had the Spirit of God.
These men should take care of the
needy people in the church.
Stephen was the name of one of
these men.  Another man chosen was
Philip.  These seven men were
brought before the apostles.  The
apostles prayed and laid their hands
on the men to set them apart for the
work of caring for the needy.


The word of God spread, and
the number of believers in Jerusalem
grew greatly.  Stephen looked after
the needy Christians and also
preached the gospel of Jesus Christ to
many people, also the Gentiles.
Stephen preached with such power
and did such wonders that people
felt he was preaching the truth.


Some Jews who thought
Gentiles should not hear about God
spoke against Stephen.  These Jews
could tell that Stephen had great
wisdom.  They could tell that the
words Stephen spoke through the
Holy Spirit were the truth.


These Jews hired men to be false
witnesses and tell lies about Stephen.
They made the people and the rulers
of the people excited and angry with
Stephen.  The people seized Stephen
and brought him before the Jewish
council.


The false witnesses said, “This
man speaks evil words against the
Temple and God’s Law.  We heard
him say that Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place and change the
customs which Moses gave us.”


When Stephen stood up to
answer the high priest and the
council, everyone looked at him.
They saw Stephen’s face shine like the
face of an angel.


Then the high priest asked, “Are
these things so?”


Stephen began to speak of the
great things God had done for the
people of Israel.  He reminded them
that God called Abraham to leave
his home and go into a new land.  
God  had promised Abraham that He
would give Abraham’s descendants
that land.  Abraham’s descendants
were called the people of Israel.
Stephen now reminded these Jews
and the Jewish council how God had
given the Israelites great men like
Joseph and Moses and the prophets.
 These men had told the people of
Israel to believe in the promised
Savior.  Stephen showed the council
how the Israelites had not been
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faithful to God, even after God
blessed them.  They had not listened
to the prophets and had even killed
many prophets.


Stephen said, “You are like your
fathers.  You shut your ears to the
Holy Spirit.  Your fathers killed many of
the prophets.  When God sent His Son
Jesus, the promised Savior, you killed
Him!”


These words of Stephen made
the Jews very  angry.  They were so
angry that they ground their teeth
together.  But Stephen, full of the Holy
Spirit, looked toward heaven and
said, “Look!  I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God!”  The evil
Jews could not see Stephen’s vision of
heaven.


Stephen’s enemies were so
angry that they shouted at him.  They
plugged their ears and rushed at him.
They dragged him out of the city and
threw stones at him until he was


 dead.  Even as they threw stones at
him, Stephen knelt down and prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  Lord,
do not hold this sin against them.” 


 When he had said this, Stephen
fell asleep in death, believing in Jesus
his Savior.  He was the first one to be
killed for the sake of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.  Stephen’s friends carried
his body away and buried it.  Many
Christians were very sad.


One of the enemies of Stephen
was a young man whose name was
Saul.  When the false witnesses took
off their loose outer garments so they
could throw stones at Stephen, Saul
held their garments.  This young man
had heard Stephen’s speech and
saw his shining face, but he thought it
was good to put Stephen to death.
He became an enemy of the
Christians and began to put many of
them into prison for their faith in Jesus.
The Christian church seemed ready to
end, but God had His plan.


Activity One - Read each sentence. Circle the correct answers.


1. The name given to people who believed in Jesus Christ.


Jews Gentiles Christians Hebrews


2. The number of men chosen to help the apostles.


Three Five Seven Nine


3. The names of  two of the men chosen to help.


Philip Stephen James Andrew


4. Some Jews said Stephen was doing this.


Lying Stealing Worshiping Idols Speaking evil words
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5.  Stephen was filled with this.


Lies Holy Spirit Jealousy Anger


6.  The Israelites killed many of these.


Children Angels Prophets Altars


7.  God tells us to listen to this to help our faith get stronger.


Music Radio Tapes His Word


8.  If we believe in Jesus as our Savior when we die, we will go here.


Heaven Hell Ground Air


9.  People who are not Jews are called this.


Hebrews Gentiles Christians Arabs


10. The man who held garments for the people stoning Stephen was ...


Judas John James Saul


Review


How did Stephen die?                         Why did Stephen die?


A descendant of Abraham received a vision of heaven from God in a dream. 
Who was he?                          How was his vision of heaven different from
Stephen’s vision? 


Draw a picture of  Stephen’s vision of heaven.
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Passages


“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12


“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life.” 1 Timothy 6:12a


The Fifth Commandment
You shall not murder.
What does this mean?


We should fear and love God that we do not hurt nor harm our neighbor’s
body, but we should help and be a friend to him in every bodily need.


Hymn


Hymn 445 v. 1, 4


Am I a soldier of the Cross,
A follower of the Lamb,
And shall I fear to own His cause
Or blush to speak His name?


Sure I must fight if I would reign;
Increase my courage Lord!
I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy Word.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven,
Thank you for giving us a good example of Stephen, a child of yours who did
not deny You.  He was willing to suffer and die because of his love for You and
also his enemies.  Help us when we have troubles to take them to You.  Make
us strong Christians so that we would be willing to die, if need be, rather than
give up our faith.  Help us to be loving Christians for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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What does it take to be a disciple of Christ?


Could I become a disciple?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father;  As we review Your word
and study the early Christian church, guide us to
a better understanding of your will.  Help us to
understand what it takes to be your disciple and
strengthen our love so that we may be Your
children for life.  Through Jesus Christ Your Son
and our Savior.  Amen.


The Story - Acts 6-7


6:1  Now in those days, when the
number of the disciples was
multiplying..... 8  And Stephen, full of
faith and power, did great wonders
and signs among the people. 9  Then
there arose some from what is called
the Synagogue of the Freedmen
(Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those
from Cilicia and Asia), disputing with
Stephen. 10  And they were not able
to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by
which he spoke. 


11  Then they secretly induced
men to say, "We have heard him
speak blasphemous words against


Moses and God." 12  And they stirred
up the people, the elders, and the
scribes; and they came upon him,
seized him, and brought him to the
council. 13  They also set up false
witnesses who said, "This man does not
cease to speak blasphemous words
against this holy place and the law; 14
"for we have heard him say that this
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this
place and change the customs which
Moses delivered to us." 15  And all who
sat in the council, looking steadfastly
at him, saw his face as the face of an
angel. 


Stephen
Acts 6-7
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7:1  Then the high priest said, "Are
these things so?"  


(From verse 2-50 Stephen delivers his defense
before the high priest and the Jews.  Using
Scripture Stephen proves his defense namely
..that the Savior, Jesus, had come into the
world, as promised. Stephen concludes his
remarks by pointing to the Jews and telling
them that they were ignoring the fulfillment
of all of God’s promises.)   


51"You st i f fnecked and
uncircumcised in heart and ears! You
always resist the Holy Spirit; as your
fathers did, so do you. 52  "Which of
the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who
foretold the coming of the Just One,
of whom you now have become the
betrayers and murderers,  53  "who
have received the law by the
direction of angels and have not kept
it." 


54  When they heard these things
they were cut to the heart, and they
gnashed at him with their teeth. 


55  But he, being full of the Holy
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God, and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God, 56  and said,
"Look! I see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right
hand of God!"


57  Then they cried out with a
loud voice, stopped their ears, and
ran at him with one accord; 58  and
they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their clothes at the feet of a
young man named Saul.  


59  And they stoned Stephen as
he was calling on God and saying,
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60  Then
he knelt down and cried out with a
loud voice, "Lord, do not charge them
with this sin." And when he had said
this, he fell asleep.


Recalling Details


1. Why was Stephen chosen by
the disciples? (vs. 5, 8)


2. Who accused Stephen of
blasphemy?


3. Which other person had been
falsely accused of blasphemy
and put to death?


4. When the Jewish Council
looked at Stephen what
happened to his face?


5. What did Stephen use as his
defense?
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6. What type of people did Stephen say the members of the Jewish Council
were, and what did he mean by those words?


7. Why was Stephen’s defense interrupted by members of the council?


8. What type of death sentence did Stephen receive for confessing Jesus
Christ?


9. For what did Stephen ask of the Lord as he was being stoned?


10. For what else did Stephen ask?


Outer Aim
Stephen was condemned and executed for preaching Jesus, His Savior, but
Jesus came to his rescue.


Discussion Questions


1. Satan still does not want the word of God to be taught in its truth and
purity.  What can you do to become strong in the true teachings of God’s
Word?


2. Just like the Jewish Council, many people today do not want to hear the
truth.  Stephen did not stop pointing out the true word of God to the
members of the council.  What should we do when people want to go their
own way and refuse to hear the word of God?
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3. Stephen made two remarkable requests of the Lord before he died. What
were they?


4. No one knows when death will come.  We will all die.  This is a result of sin
and a fact of life.  What will we want to do now to prepare ourselves for
death?


Inner Aim
Just as God strengthened His early church, He strengthens us today by
reminding us that we are to look to Him ALWAYS.


Passages


Luke 12:8  Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of
Man also will confess before the angels of God.


Matthew 5:44   But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and


persecute you.


I Thessalonians  4:14   For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.


Hymn/Prayer


Read through all verses of Hymn 409 for the closing prayer.
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Why does the truth sometimes hurt?


Where should I turn when I feel that I have been
wronged?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father:  As we review Your word and
study the early Christian church, guide us to a better
understanding of Your will.  Help us to understand what
it takes to be Your disciple and strengthen our love so
that we may be Your children for life.  Through Jesus
Christ Your Son and our Savior.  Amen.


The Story - Acts 6-7


6:1  Now in those days, when the
number of the disciples was multiplying..... 8
And Stephen, full of faith and power, did
great  wonders and signs among the people.
9  Then there arose some from what  is called
the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians,
Alexandrians, and those from Cilicia and
Asia), disputing with Stephen. 10  And they
were not able to resist  the wisdom and the
Spirit by which he spoke. 


11  Then they secretly induced men to
say, "We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against  Moses and
God." 12  And they stirred up the people, the
elders, and the scribes; and they came upon
him, seized him, and brought him to the
council. 13  They also set up false witnesses
who said, "This man does not  cease to speak
blasphemous words against  this holy place
and the law; 14  "for we have heard him say
that  this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this


place and change the customs which
Moses delivered to us." 15  And all who sat in
the council, looking steadfastly at him, saw
his face as the face of an angel. 


7:1  Then the high priest said, "Are
these things so?"  


(From verses 2-50 Stephen delivers his
defense before the high priest  and the Jews.
Using Scripture Stephen proves his defense
namely “...that  the Savior, Jesus, had come
into the world, as promised.”  Stephen
concludes his remarks by pointing to the
Jews and reminding them that they did
believe in the fulfillment  of all of God’s
promises.)   


51"You st iffnecked and uncircumcised
in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy
Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52
"Which of the prophets did your fathers not


Stephen
Acts 6-7
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persecute? And they killed those who
foretold the coming of the Just  One, of
whom you now have become the betrayers
and murderers,  53  "who have received the
law by the direction of angels and have not
kept it." 


54  When they heard these things they
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at
him with their teeth. 


55  But he, being full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed into heaven and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing at  the right hand of
God, 56  and said, "Look! I  see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at  the


 right hand of God!"
57  Then they cried out with a loud


voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him
with one accord; 58  and they cast him out
of the city and stoned him. And the
witnesses laid down their clothes at  the feet
of a young man named Saul.  


59  And they stoned Stephen as he
was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit. 60  Then he knelt down and
cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not
charge them with this sin." And when he had
said this, he fell asleep.


Recalling Details


1. Why did the Jewish leaders continue to persecute the young Christian congregation?


2. Describe Stephen’s character?


3. Through the wonders and miracles that the Lord allowed Stephen to perform, what


happened?


4. What were the charges brought against Stephen?


5. Before what group of leaders was Stephen to defend himself?


6. What did Stephen use as his defense?


7. What did Stephen ask the leaders to do?


8. How did the Lord provide encouragement to Stephen while he was on trial?


9. What did the Jewish leaders do that showed that they could not listen to any more of


the truth?


10. What last request did Stephen make of Jesus before he died?
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Outer Aim
Through the example of His young Christian congregation the Lord strengthens us by
reminding us that those who stand with Him will be saved no matter what man tries to do to
them.


Discussion Questions


1. In our society, are Christians protected by law from being attacked as Stephen was?
Since Satan and his crew do their dirty work anyhow, what might happen to a Christian in
any of the following situations,....and how would YOU handle a bad response?


> A Christian student shows disapproval of the dirty talk and jokes of other
students.
> A Christian student has a quiet moment of prayer at the lunch-table.
> A Christian is asked his opinion on socially-acceptable sins such as abortion,
alcoholism, gambling, drug abuse, living together without marriage, etc.
>  A Christian business-person makes the Savior known among the other office
personnel.
> Co-workers enjoy discussing a subject that God answers in the Bible.
> A Christian delivery van drive shares Bible testimony with customers on his
route.


2. How do you, as a young Christian, feel about your parents (or your pastor or teacher)
talking with you about something you did that needs correcting?


3. If you get into trouble because of your own sinfulness, might you feel “persecuted”? 
What causes a person to become angry -- such as the council members were -- when
you are scolded or disciplined?  


Inner Aim
We should look to our Lord in everything we think, we do, and we say -- no matter the
situation.
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Passages


Luke 12:8  Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will
confess before the angels of God.


Matthew 5:44   But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


I Thessalonians  4:14   For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring
with Him those who sleep in Jesus.


Romans 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.


Luke 2:29-32 "Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your
word;  For my eyes have seen Your salvation,  Which You have prepared before the face of
all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel."


2 Timothy 4:18   And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His
heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!


Hymn/Prayer


Hymn 447 verses 1,2,4


Fight the good fight with all thy might;
Christ is thy Strength and Christ thy Right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Thy joy and crown eternally.


Run the straight race thro’ God’s good grace;
Lift up thine eyes and seek His face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the Path and Christ the Prize.


Faint not nor fear, His arms are near;
He changeth not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and thou shalt see
That Christ is All in all to thee. Amen.
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Peter Delivered from Prison - Acts 12


TEACHER PRAYER
Triune God of heaven, look upon us and gird us with Your Spirit so we may endure under the trials
and tribulations You allow to come our way.  Give us the strength to help others and to bear their
burdens with them. In this way we, too, may be strengthened in the faith of Your forgiveness and
Your great sacrifice for us on the cross.  Help us never to despise or despair regardless of how severe
and painful our trials may be. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Harass - persecute


Days of unleavened bread - precedes the fourth day of the Passover celebration


Squad - more than one soldier.  In this case perhaps two by the door and one at each gate.


OUTER AIM
God does not tempt or try believers (including us) beyond what they or we are able to bear.


INNER AIM
God delivers His chosen ones from all evil by giving them power to overcome that evil.


BACKGROUND This takes place well after Christ’s persecution, death, resurrection, and ascension
which gained salvation for all sinners of all times, including you and me.  It takes place before the
three so-called journeys of Paul but after Paul’s conversion, probably around the year 41 A.D.


Persecution of Christians was on the rise including the death and beheading of James. (Beheading
was considered to be most disgraceful.)  Little has been made of this death of James, who was the
brother of Jesus’ favorite disciple, John. Maybe that is why Jesus held John closely so that his faith
would not fail him at the death of his brother. James is the first martyr of the 12 disciples.  This is
not the James that was the cousin or “brother”  of the Lord.  That James joined other  martyrs of
Bethlehem as well as Stephen as the early martyrs of Christianity.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, You have taught us that we should be willing to lose our lives for Your sake. Grant us the faith
and spiritual strength never to waiver in our faith in You regardless of the severity of the trials and
troubles You allow to come our way. Grant us a double portion of the Spirit that You sent to James
and Peter that we, too, may spend eternity with You because of Your sacrifice for our sins.  Grant us
complete remission of all our sins.  We trust You for our salvation. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The martydom of James by Herod Agrippa I (grandson of Herod the Great, who tried Jesus for
Pilate) did not satisfy the unbelieving Jews.  They and Herod sought more and got it.  Imprison
Peter.  It was in pre-Passover days so Herod would send Peter to trial and put him to death after the
Passover and so they would not defile the Passover celebration.
But God had other plans.  A squad of four constantly guarded Peter.  Two were chained to him and
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one each was placed at the door and the prison gate.  They changed shifts, but always four were with
Peter while he was in prison.


Through an angel, God delivers Peter.  The angel awakens Peter, not disturbing the sleeping squad of
guards.  Peter’s chains fall off.  There were no keys.  The door opens and the prisoners leave the prison. 
All guards are still sleeping.  Peter could not believe all this was happening, but he surely did like the
“dream” he was having.  The angel brings Peter to a familiar part of Jerusalem and then leaves him.


We also note that the other disciples and other Christians were fervently praying for Peter’s deliverance. 
As James says (5:16), “The effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”  God did answer
their prayer.  He did deliver Peter from prison.


When the angels leave, Peter’s “dream” ends; he finds he is truly delivered.  He then is amazed and
thankful and tries to get further away from the prison.


Peter goes to the home of John, Mark’s mother Mary, where a certain servant girl, Rhoda, also was.  She
heard a knock on the door and recognized his voice when she asked who it was.  But she did not let him
in, so others found it hard to believe her.  Yet when the knocking continued and the others finally
answered, they were astounded to find Peter there.


They, too, were thankful and were anxious to keep Peter, but Peter under wisdom of God, left for
another place to preach the Good News of forgiveness of sins to all and the promise of heaven to those
who believe.  He left Judea for Samaria and other regions so that it would make it harder for the enemies
and opposers of Christianity to find him.


We are told Peter’s persecutor, Herod, died a death by worms, inflicted by God, because Herod did not
give glory to the God of heaven for his fame, but let others claim him (Herod) to be a god.  He also had
all the guards put to death for the escape of Peter.


APPLICATION
God does not always let the wickedness and cruelty of men run rampant.  In His way and at His time, He
does all things for the spread of the Gospel. 


When people like Herod try to oppose and hinder the spread of that Gospel news, God steps in with His
way and at His time to continue the growth of his kingdom.


Even though trials and temptations may desperately seek to overwhelm us, like Peter and those other
Christians we must persevere in prayer that God would help us so that we do not lose eternal life and the
forgiveness of all our sins through Christ.


Like our early CLC fathers, we must hold faithfully to God’s Word and promises so that we do not
sacrifice heaven for some paltry offering the world may have to give, since all offerings of the world,
even their best and greatest, are paltry compared to heaven and eternal life.  Keep steadfast in the Word
of God.  You’ll never go wrong, and it will never steer you wrong.  It is truly our great heritage!  Keep it
and use it always in Christ’s name!
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.
Ps 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matt 7:7 - Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.


Matt 10:32-33 - Therefore, whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father
who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in
heaven.


Matt 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.


Matt 24:35 - Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.


Mark 8:34-38 - And when He had called the people to Him with his disciples also, He said to them,
“Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s, will
save it.  For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?  Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul?  For whoever is ashamed of me and My words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels.”


HYMN CHOICES
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word - TLH #261
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God - TLH #262
Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe - TLH #263
Thine Honor Save, O Christ, Our Lord - TLH #265
What Is The World To Me - TLH #430
What God Ordains Is Always Good -  TLH #521
Be Still, My Soul - TLH #651
Now The Day Is Over - TLH #654
Onward Christian Soldiers - TLH #658







PETER ESCAPES FROM PRISON
(Additional Teacher Notes)


A. Preparation


Have you ever heard of Alcatraz? Alcatraz is in California near San Francisco. It’s an island that has a
prison built on it. The prison isn’t used anymore, but during the years that it was a working prison,
nobody ever escaped. Escape was impossible because even if the prisoners could get outside the walls,
they would have to swim a long way through shark-infested waters to reach the mainland. In today’s
lesson, we will learn how God once sent an angel to help Peter escape from a prison even when escape
seemed impossible.


OUTER AIM   Peter escapes from prison


B. Presentation


C. Penetration


The main fact of the story is that Peter escaped from prison with the help of God. But the inner aim is the
idea that God can deliver all his chosen ones from any evil that comes to them.


Sample Question Sequence


Why was Peter arrested and thrown into prison?
How do you think Peter felt while he was in prison?
What were the other believers doing while Peter was in prison?
How did God answer their prayers?
How did Peter escape from prison?


Can you think of a time God helped you when you were in trouble?
If God could help Peter escape from prison, do you think he can help you when bad things
happen?
How does God deliver us from evil?


INNER AIM    Jesus delivers His children from all evil


D. Application


What does it mean for us that Jesus delivers us from all evil? It means we can preach the word of God
without fear just as Peter did after he was freed from prison.


E. Drill and Review


See worksheets
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Peter Delivered From Prison
Acts 12
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The Story


Peter loved and served the Lord.  A
king named Herod didn’t believe in Jesus. 
Many people did not like those who loved
Jesus.  To make them happy, King Herod
put Peter in jail.  Peter always had 4 guards
around his place in the prison.  Friends of
Peter prayed to God that Peter would be
safe and let go soon.


One night while Peter was sleeping
an angel came into his jail cell.  A bright 
light filled the room.  The angel touched
Peter on the side to wake him up.  “Quick,
get up!” he said.  The chains on Peter’s
wrists fell off.  The angel then told Peter to
get dressed and follow him.  Peter did, but
he thought he was just dreaming.  They
passed by the guards without them
noticing. 


 Peter followed the angel as the
locked gates unlocked and opened


before them.  At the end of the street the
angel left and Peter realized he was
awake!  He walked to a friend’s house. 
People were gathered there to pray for
him.  They were so surprised and happy
that he was free.  


That morning the soldiers were very
confused as to what had happened to
Peter.  They looked hard, but could not find
him.  


Some time after this happened, King 
Herod gave a speech to a group of 
people in his kingdom.  The people told
him he was a god.  He should have given
all praise to God, but he didn’t.  An angel
of God let him get sick and King Herod
died.  


Do you think that Herod stopped the
truth about Jesus from spreading?


God delivered Peter from prison.


Activity One - Teacher:  read the following statements. Student: circle the letter of the
person who might  have said each sentence. (P)eter (K)ing   (A)ngel


1. P     K     A “I know that Jesus is with me, even in prison.”


2. P     K     A “I want to hurt those believers in Jesus”


3. P     K     A “Get dressed and follow me!”


4. P     K     A “I am not dreaming, I really am free!”


5. P     K     A “How did Peter get past the guards?”


6. P     K     A “Quick, get up!”
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Activity Two - Tell how each of these pictures belongs in the story today.


God delivers His chosen ones from all evil.


Activity Three - Rearrange these letters to make the following sentence.


DGO


___ ___ ___ will keep me safe from evil.


Angel Chains King Herod


Peter Guard Prison
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Passages


Psalm 50:15 -  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matthew 7:7 -  Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.


Hymn - TLH #262 v. 1


A mighty Fortress is our God,
A trusty Shield and Weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’er-taken.
The old evil Foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
We have learned today how You saved Peter when he was put in jail for believing in


You.  Each day, because of sin, we are tempted to not trust that You will help us in all kinds of
trouble.  Please help us to put all our trust in You and remember that You loved us so much
that You sent Jesus to die for our sins so we can look forward to Heaven.  Thank You for
sending Jesus and Helping us in all our troubles.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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Peter Delivered From Prison
Acts 12
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The Story


The Apostle Peter loved Jesus and
served Him.  A king named Herod didn’t
believe in Jesus.  Many other people did
not like those who loved Jesus either.  To
make those people happy, King Herod put
Peter in jail.  Peter always had four guards
around his place in the prison.  Friends of
Peter prayed to God that Peter would
remain safe and be let go soon.


One night, while Peter was sleeping,
an angel came into his jail cell.  A bright 
light filled the room.  The angel touched
Peter on the side to wake him up.  “Quick,
get up!” he said.  The chains on Peter’s
wrists fell off.  The angel then told Peter to
get dressed and follow him.  Peter did, but
he thought he was just dreaming.  The two
passed by the guards. The guards didn’t
even notice them. 


 Peter followed the angel. When they
came to locked gates, the gates


miraculously unlocked and opened on their
own.  At the end of the street, the angel
left and Peter realized he was awake!  He
walked to a friend’s house.  People were
gathered there to pray for him.  The
doorkeeper named Rhoda was so surprised
to see Peter that she forgot to let him in.
Everyone was very happy that Peter was
free.  


The next morning, the soldiers were
very confused. They could not find Peter. 
They looked hard, but he was gone.  


Some time after this happened, King 
Herod gave a speech to a group of 
people in his kingdom.  The people told him
he was a god. Herod agreed. He should
have given all praise to God, but he
didn’t. Because he didn’t, an angel of God
let Herod get sick and he died.  


Do you think that Herod stopped the
truth about Jesus from spreading?


God delivered Peter from prison.


Activity One - Teacher:  read the following statements. Student: circle the letter of the
person who might  have said each sentence. (P)eter (K)ing   (A)ngel


1. P     K     A “I know that Jesus is with me, even in prison.”


2. P     K     A “I want to hurt those believers in Jesus.”


3. P     K     A “Get dressed and follow me!”


4. P     K     A “I am not dreaming, I really am free!”


5. P     K     A “How did Peter get past the guards?”


6. P     K     A “Quick, get up!”
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Activity Two - Tell how each of these pictures belongs in the story today.


Activity Three - Read each statement.  Decide if it is true or false, then circle True or
False.


1. True False King Herod helped Peter escape from prison.


2. True False Rhoda was so excited that Peter was alive, she forgot to let him in.


3. True False Five guards watched Peter in his cell.


4. True False Peter’s friends were happy that God helped Peter escape.


God delivers His chosen ones from all evil.


Angel Chains King Herod


Peter Guard Prison
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Passages


Psalm 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matthew 7:7 - Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you.


Matthew 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in
the midst of them.


Hymn - TLH #658 v. 1, 3


Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the Foe;
Forward into battle 
See His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never
‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise,
And that cannot fail.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
We have learned today how You saved Peter when he was put in jail for believing in You. 
Each day, because of sin, we are tempted to not trust that You will help us in all kinds of
trouble.  Please help us to put all our trust in You. Help us remember that You loved us so
much that You sent Jesus to die for our sins so we can look forward to Heaven.  Thank You
for sending Jesus and Helping us in all our troubles.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 
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Peter Delivered From Prison
Acts 12


The picture shows a prison. Most people who went
to prison did not expect to get out soon. Today’s
lesson tells of a miraculous rescue by an angel.
Let’s read more about how God sent His angel to
deliver Peter.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, We will learn today
how You saved Peter when he was put in jail for
believing in You.  Each day, because of sin, we
are tempted to not trust that You will help us in all kinds of trouble.  Please help us to put all
our trust in You and remember that You loved us so much that You sent Jesus to die for our
sins so we can look forward to Heaven.  Thank You for sending Jesus and helping us in all our
troubles.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 


The Story


Acts 12  Now about that time Herod
the king stretched out his hand to harass
some from the church. {2} Then he killed
James the brother of John with the sword.
{3} And because he saw that it pleased
the Jews, he proceeded further to seize
Peter also. Now it was during the Days of
Unleavened Bread. {4} So when he had
arrested him, he put him in prison, and
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to
keep him, intending to bring him before
the people after Passover. 


{5} Peter was therefore kept in prison,
but constant prayer was offered to God for
him by the church. 


{6} And when Herod was about to
bring him out, that night Peter was
sleeping, bound with two chains between
two soldiers; and the guards before the
door were keeping the prison. {7} Now


behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him,
and a light shone in the prison; and he
struck Peter on the side and raised him up,
saying, "Arise quickly!" And his chains fell off
his hands. 


{8} Then the angel said to him, "Gird
yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he
did. And he said to him, "Put on your
garment and follow me." {9} So he went
out and followed him, and did not know
that what was done by the angel was 
real, but thought he was seeing a vision.
{10} When they were past the first and the
second guard posts, they came to the iron
gate that leads to the city, which opened
to them of its own accord; and they went
out and went down one street, and
immediately the angel departed from him. 


{11} And when Peter had come to
himself, he said, "Now I know for certain
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that the Lord has sent His angel, and has
delivered me from the hand of Herod and
from all the expectation of the Jewish
people." 


{12} So, when he had considered
this, he came to the house of Mary, the
mother of John whose surname was Mark,
where many were gathered together
praying. {13} And as Peter knocked at the
door of the gate, a girl named Rhoda
came to answer. {14} When she
recognized Peter's voice, because of her
gladness she did not open the gate, but
ran in and announced that Peter stood
before the gate. 


{15} But they said to her, "You are
beside yourself!" Yet she kept insisting that
it was so. So they said, "It is his angel." 


{16} Now Peter continued knocking;
and when they opened the door and saw
him, they were astonished. {17} But
motioning to them with his hand to keep
silent, he declared to them how the Lord
had brought him out of the prison. And he
 said, "Go, tell these things to James and to
the brethren." And he departed and went
to another place. 


{18} Then, as soon as it was day,
there was no small stir among the soldiers


about what had become of Peter. {19} But
when Herod had searched for him and not
found him, he examined the guards and
commanded that they should be put to
death. 


And he went down from Judea to
Caesarea, and stayed there. {20} Now
Herod had been very angry with the
people of Tyre and Sidon; but they came
to him with one accord, and having made
Blastus the king's personal aide their friend,
they asked for peace, because their
country was supplied with food by the
king's country. 


{21} So on a set day Herod, arrayed
in royal apparel, sat on his throne and
gave an oration to them. {22} And the
people kept shouting, "The voice of a god
and not of a man!" {23} Then immediately
an angel of the Lord struck him, because
he did not give glory to God. And he was
eaten by worms and died. 


{24} But the word of God grew and
multiplied. 


{25} And Barnabas and Saul returned
from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled
their ministry, and they also took with them
John whose surname was Mark.


Outer Aim - God delivered Peter from prison.


What God’s Word Tells Us  - Fill in the blanks.


“For where ______________ or _______________ are __________________  together 


in ________ _____________ there am ________________ in the midst _____________  


________________.”  Matthew 18:20


“__________________ and earth will _______________ away, but ___________ 


__________________ will by _______________   ___________________ pass 


______________.”  Matthew 24:35


How do these passages relate to Peter, his fellow believers, and to you?
Is the Lord with us right now?
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What the Story Tells Us - Crossword Puzzle. 


ACROSS
3.   She answered
the door.
5.   An ____ was sent
to rescue Peter.
6.  Peter was put
into ____.
8.  John’s brother
who was killed.


DOWN
1.   Peter was put
into ____ while in
prison.
2.   The church was
in constant ___ for
Peter.
4.   The wicked king.
6.   ___ was put into
prison.
7.   There were  ___
at the prison door.


Passages


Mark 8:34-38  When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever
is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of
Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."


What is God telling us about our whole lives as Christians?


How can we practice this passage’s message daily?


Inner Aim - God delivers His chosen ones from all evil.


1 2


3 4


5


6


7


8
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Your Turn  - Peter’s friends kept on praying for Peter to be free.  Write a prayer for
someone you know who is in need of something. Include the Dear __________ and “In Jesus
Name I pray.  Amen” at the end.


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


Hymn - TLH #658 v. 1, 3


Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the Foe;
Forward into battle 
See His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus constant will
remain.
Gates of hell can never
‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise,
And that cannot fail.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Prayer


Lord, You have taught us that he who would lose his life for Your sake will find it; that is,
gain eternal life in heaven. Grant us the faith and spiritual strength never to waver in
our faith in You regardless of the severity of the trial and troubles. Grant us a double
portion of the Spirit of James and Peter that we too may spend eternity with You
because of Your sacrifice for our sins. Grant us complete remission of all our sins. We
trust You for our salvation. Amen.
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Peter Delivered From Prison
Acts 12


The picture shows a prison. Most people who went to
prison did not expect to get out soon. Today’s lesson
tells of a miraculous rescue by an angel. Let’s read
more about how God sent his angel to deliver Peter.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, We will learn today how


You saved Peter when he was put in jail for believing in
You.  Each day, because of sin, we are tempted to not
trust that You will help us in all kinds of trouble.  Please
help us to put all our trust in You and remember that
You loved us so much that You sent Jesus to die for our sins so we can look forward to
Heaven.  Thank You for sending Jesus and helping us in all our troubles.  In Jesus’ Name we
pray.  Amen. 


The Story - Acts 12


Acts 12  Now about that time Herod the
king stretched out his hand to harass some
from the church. {2} Then he killed James the
brother of John with the sword. {3} And
because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it
was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. {4}
So when he had arrested him, he put him in
prison, and delivered him to four squads of
soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him
before the people after Passover. 


{5} Peter was therefore kept in prison,
but constant prayer was offered to God for
him by the church. 


{6} And when Herod was about to bring
him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound
with two chains between two soldiers; and the
guards before the door were keeping the
prison. {7} Now behold, an angel of the Lord
stood by him, and a light shone in the prison;
and he struck Peter on the side and raised him
up, saying, "Arise quickly!" And his chains fell off
his hands. 


{8} Then the angel said to him, "Gird


yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he
did. And he said to him, "Put on your garment
and follow me." {9} So he went out and
followed him, and did not know that what was
done by the angel was real, but thought he
was seeing a vision.


{10} When they were past the first and
the second guard posts, they came to the iron
gate that leads to the city, which opened to
them of its own accord; and they went out
and went down one street, and immediately
the angel departed from him. 


{11} And when Peter had come to
himself, he said, "Now I know for certain that
the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered
me from the hand of Herod and from all the
expectation of the Jewish people." 


{12} So, when he had considered this,
he came to the house of Mary, the mother of
John whose surname was Mark, where many
were gathered together praying. {13} And as
Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a girl
named Rhoda came to answer. {14} When she
recognized Peter's voice, because of her
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gladness she did not open the gate, but ran in
and announced that Peter stood before the
gate. 


{15} But they said to her, "You are beside
yourself!" Yet she kept insisting that it was so. So
they said, "It is his angel." 


{16} Now Peter continued knocking; and
when they opened the door and saw him,
they were astonished. {17} But motioning to
them with his hand to keep silent, he declared
to them how the Lord had brought him out of
the prison. And he said, "Go, tell these things to
James and to the brethren." And he departed
and went to another place. 


{18} Then, as soon as it was day, there
was no small stir among the soldiers about
what had become of Peter. {19} But when
Herod had searched for him and not found
him, he examined the guards and
commanded that they should be put to
death. And he went down from Judea to
Caesarea, and stayed there.


{20} Now Herod had been very angry
with the people of Tyre and Sidon; but they
came to him with one accord, and having
made Blastus the king's personal aide their
friend, they asked for peace, because their
country was supplied with food by the king's
country. 


{21} So on a set day Herod, arrayed in
royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an
oration to them.


{22} And the people kept shouting, "The
voice of a god and not of a man!"


{23} Then immediately an angel of the
Lord struck him, because he did not give glory
to God. And he was eaten by worms and died. 


{24} But the word of God grew and
multiplied. 


{25} And Barnabas and Saul returned
from Jerusalem when they had fulfilled their
ministry, and they also took with them John
whose surname was Mark.


What God’s Word Tells Us  - Fill in the blanks.


Matthew 18:20 - “For where ____________ or _______________ are __________________  together 


in ________ _____________ there am _____________ in the midst _____________ ______________.”  


Matthew 24:35 - “__________________ and earth will _______________ away, but ___________ 


__________________ will by _______________   ___________________ pass ______________.”  


How do these passages relate to Peter, his fellow believers, and to you?
Is the Lord with us right now?
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Outer Aim - God delivered Peter from prison.


What the Story Tells Us - Crossword Puzzle. 


ACROSS
3.   She answered
the door.
5.   An ____ was sent
to rescue Peter.
6.  Peter was put into
____.
8.  John’s brother
who was killed.


DOWN
1.   Peter was put
into ____ while in
prison.
2.   The church was
in constant ___ for
Peter.
4.   The wicked king.
6.   ___ was put into
prison.
7.   There were  ___
at the prison door.


Passages


Mark 8:34-38  When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, 
He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever
is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of
Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."


What is God telling us about our whole lives as Christians?
How can we practice this passage’s message daily?


Inner Aim - God delivers His chosen ones from all evil.


1 2


3 4


5


6


7


8
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Your Turn  - Discussion Questions - This story takes place when the persecution of Christians
was on the rise.  We learned Peter was delivered from prison by an angel of God.  The
disciple James was killed.  Does this mean that James was ignored by God?  How do you
know?


A friend of yours is having troubles.  It can be hard to know what to say right on the spot. 
Choose one of the areas he/she may be struggling in and think of what you may say to him
to comfort him/her.  Use passages and ideas from today’s lesson to guide your remarks. 
After thinking it through, write them down.


Being bullied at school Illness or death in their family
Difficulties with a family member or teacher Personal illness


_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________


Hymn - TLH #658 v. 1, 3


Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.
Christ, the royal Master,
Leads against the Foe;
Forward into battle 
See His banners go!
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus constant will
remain.
Gates of hell can never
‘Gainst that Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise,
And that cannot fail.
Onward, Christian soldiers,
Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus going on before.


Prayer


Lord, You have taught us that he who would lose his life for Your sake will find it; that is,
gain eternal life in heaven. Grant us the faith and spiritual strength never to waiver in
our faith in You regardless of the severity of the trial and troubles. Grant us a double
portion of the Spirit of James and Peter that we too may spend eternity with You
because of Your sacrifice for our sins. Grant us complete remission of all our sins. We
trust You for our salvation. Amen.
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STORY 7/23/2003


Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 4:31-5:11


TEACHER PRAYER
Almighty God, heavenly Father, by the work of Your Holy Spirit I have been brought to Jesus. I enjoy the
unity of faith in the fellowship within the visible assembly of the church. Teach me to resist the traps set by
Satan, the peer pressures of the world, and my own weak flesh with Your word. Day by day, keep me in a
child-like faith that trusts the power of Your word for absolute security all the way Home. In Jesus* name.
Amen.


VOCABULARY
Levite - One of the descendants of Levi (descendant of Leah, Jacob*s wife), also the distinctive title of that
portion of the tribe which was set apart for the service of the sanctuary subordinate to the priests. A Levite*s
period of service was from age 25—50, after which he became an overseer. The function of the tribe was to
preserve the Law of Jehovah in all its integrity and purity.


OUTER AIM
Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter and to the Holy Spirit.


* We use terms such as the “visible assembly of believers”, “visible congregation”, “visible church on earth”,
etc, to distinguish them from the “Holy Christian Church” which is made up of all believers in heaven and on
earth; they are known only to God who knows the hearts of all. (I know if I believe, but beyond that I only
know of others who profess to believe. I take their word concerning their faith, but I cannot read another*s
heart. It may therefore happen that there are hypocrites in the visible Christian  church on earth.)


INNER AIM
God, the Holy Spirit, gives us the power to be truthful in our dealings with one another.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 480-486)
Every believing child of God confesses that despite the good he desires to do, he sins. The wages of sin is
death. The Lord does not wish to have the sinner die, but to repent of his sin, believing that in Jesus he has
forgiveness.


In our lesson, we are told about a husband and wife who posed as Christians, but lied to the Holy Spirit.
They did not repent of their sin, believing in Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins. They, therefore, suffered
instant death. This was a warning to the early church and to us of the fatal folly of a worship of God and a
following of Jesus that is only a pretense.
< The Holy Spirit produced a unity of spirit and a boldness of witnessing among the early Christians. 
< Their faith and unity were such that they shared all things in common.
< The people brought what they had, and this was distributed as each had need.
< This communal sharing was an expression of the oneness of faith of the believers. 
< This “system” of care for one another in the church worked for a while, but did not last for long.
< Part of the reason for its short life is found in this record. 
< Note that this was not an enforced “communism,” but a love - prompted voluntary sharing with others


in need. 
< Joses (Barnabas) had set a good example of such Christian charity in the congregation. 
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< We are told that also Ananias and Sapphira sold their property and brought the money to the Apostles. 
< They claimed that they were bringing the entire amount of money. 
< Their sin was not that they kept back part of the money for Peter pointed out that the property and money


always were theirs. 
< But in pretending to bring the entire amount, they were lying, not just to the congregation, but to the Holy


Spirit. 
< Satan had turned their hearts to lie to the Holy Spirit. 
< The consequences show that death is the wages of sin.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Holy Spirit, You have called me unto faith in Jesus. Keep me in that faith, by my use of God*s word. In
Jesus* name. Amen.


Upper: Holy Spirit, You have called me unto faith in Jesus and to be His witness. The devil, the world, and my
flesh are against my listening to Your voice and following You. Keep me in the faith that trusts in Jesus and His
word. Remind me of what my God has said, whenever I am tempted to sin. I ask this in the name of Jesus, my
Savior. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be
faithful to the account that God wrote in Acts 4:31—5:11.


APPLICATIONS
1. Let us daily examine our hearts, that we do not fall into sins of unbelief or self-deception or hypocrisy. Lip


service to God is a mockery of Him; He will not allow that. Being a Christian, means that the Holy Spirit
has given us a heart that repents of sins and trusts in Jesus for forgiveness. Such a heart will ask the Holy
Spirit to cause us to follow our Good Shepherd, faithfully listening to His voice.


2. To warn the believers that there can be hypocrites in the visible church* on earth. In like manner, to warn
against the fatal danger of lying to the Holy Spirit.


3. To remind us that the church on earth is made up of those who profess to believe. We are yet in our weak
flesh, in a world of unbelieving peers, and subject to Satan who constantly seeks to devour us. All these we
are to resist by clinging to our Savior in child-like faith, and to grow in our relationship with Jesus by using
God*s word, which is “our trusty shield and weapon.”


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Proverbs 19:5b -  He who speaks lies will not escape.
TLH #323,  stanza 1: With broken heart and contrite sigh, A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry. Thy pardoning grace
is rich and free, 0 God, be merciful to me!


Middle any of the above and...
Ephesians 4:25a - Putting away lying, let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor.
TLH #323, stanza 2: I smote upon my troubled breast, With deep and conscious guilt opprest; Christ and His
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cross my only plea, 0 God be merciful to me!


Upper any of the above and...
Matthew 15:8 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is
far from Me. 
TLH #323, stanzas 4 and 5: Nor alms nor deeds that I have done Can for a single sin atone. To Calvary alone
I flee, 0 God be merciful to me!
And when, redeemed from sin and hell, with all the ransomed throng I dwell, My thankful song shall ever be,
God has been merciful to me!
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Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4:31-5:11
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The Story


The believers in the church in
Jerusalem were like a big family. The
believers were filled with the Holy
Spirit.  Each believer was filled with
love for the others.  They shared their
possessions with those who were
needy.  Those who had land or
houses sold them and brought the
money to the apostles to give to
those who were in need.  Barnabas,
a believer from the country of
Cyprus, had land and sold it.  He
brought the money to the apostles
to share with the needy.


Another man, named Ananias,
and Sapphira, his wife, did not feel
the same way that Barnabas felt. 
They sold some land, but they did
not want to part with all that money. 
They wanted people to think they
were giving everything for the Lord,
but they decided to lie about it and 
to keep some of the money for
themselves.  


Ananias brought part of the
money to the apostles and laid it
before them.  


Peter, through God’s power,
knew what was in Ananias’s heart. 
He said to Ananias, “Why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit and keep back part of the
price of the land for yourself?  While it
belonged to you, was it not your
own?  And after it was sold, was it
not your own to use?  Why have you
planned this thing in your heart? 


You have not lied to men, but to
God.”


When Ananias heard these
words, he fell down and died.  Great
fear came on all those who heard of
these things.  Some young men who
were there rose up and wrapped
Ananias in his robes, carried him out,
and buried him.


About three hours later,
Ananias’s wife, Sapphira, came in,
not knowing what had happened. 
Peter asked her, “Tell me, did you sell
the land for this much?”


Sapphira answered, “Yes, for so
much.”


Then Peter said to her, “How is it
that you have agreed together to
test the Spirit of the Lord?  Look, the
feet of those who have buried your
husband are at the door, and they
will carry you out.”


Immediately, Sapphira fell
down at Peter’s feet, struck dead by
the power of God.   The young men
came in and found her dead.  They
carried her out and buried her by
her husband.


Great fear came upon all the
church and upon all who heard
these things.  They knew that God
knows all things and has great
power.
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Review - Use these words to fill in the blanks. 


lie share lie lied lie lies


1. A __________ is saying something that is not true.


2.  Ananias and Sapphira decided to _____________ when they made
believe that they had given all their money to the church.


3.  God says it is a sin to _____________.


4.  God showed that He knows when people tell ___________.  He
knows all things.


5.  God caused Ananias and Sapphira to die when Peter told them
that they had  ____________ to God.


6.  God wants His children to _____________ what they have with others
because they love God.


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
We thank You for giving Your life for our sins.  We want to please God by not
giving in to the devil when he tempts us to lie.  Help us to show our love for You
by always telling the truth.  Please help us not to lie.  Thank you, Jesus, for
making us your children.  Amen.
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Passages


“He (the devil) is a liar and the father of it.” John 8:44
The devil wants us to lie.


The Second Commandment
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.


God doesn’t want His children to use the Name of the LORD their God in the
wrong way.


Activity One - Cut out the words in the boxes at the bottom of the page and glue
them below to make The Second Commandment.


5 your God 1 You shall 4 of the LORD


6 in vain. 3 the name2 not take
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Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4:31-5:11







New Testament                                                                                  Ananias & Sapphira  - Level 22


The Story


The believers in the church in
Jerusalem were like a big family. The
believers were filled with the Holy
Spirit.  Each believer was filled with
love for the others.  They shared
their possessions with those who
were needy.  Those who had land or
houses sold them and brought the
money to the apostles to give to
those who were in need.  Barnabas,
a believer from the country of
Cyprus, had land and sold it.  He
brought the money to the apostles
to share with the needy.


A certain man named
Ananias, and Sapphira, his wife, did
not feel the same way that
Barnabas felt.  They sold some land,
but they did not want to part with
all that money.  They wanted
people to think they were giving
everything for the Lord, but they
decided to lie about it and  to keep
some of the money for themselves.  


Ananias brought part of the
money to the apostles and laid it
before them.  


Peter, through God’s power,
knew what was in Ananias’s heart. 
He said to Ananias, “Why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit and keep back part of the
price of the land for yourself?  While
it belonged to you, was it not your
own?  And after it was sold, was it
not your own to use?  Why have
you planned this thing in your


heart?  You have not lied to men,
but to God.”


When Ananias heard these
words, he fell down and died.  Great
fear came on all those who heard
these things.  Some young men who
were there rose up and wrapped
Ananias in his robes, carried him out,
and buried him.


About three hours later
Ananias’s wife, Sapphira, came in,
not knowing what had happened. 
Peter asked her, “Tell me, did you sell
the land for this much?”


Sapphira answered, “Yes, for so
much.”


Then Peter said to her, “How is
it that you have agreed together to
test the Spirit of the Lord?  Look, the
feet of those who have buried your
husband are at the door, and they
will carry you out.”


Immediately Sapphira fell down
at Peter’s feet, struck dead by the
power of God.   The young men
came in and found her dead.  They
carried her out and buried her by
her husband.


So great fear came upon all
the church and upon all who heard
these things.  They knew that God
knows all things and has great
power.
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Review - Use these words to fill in the blanks. You may use a word more than once. 


Ananias Sapphira Peter Andrew repented
Paul liar hypocrite sin miracles
died fear lied/lies lying believers


1. In the picture for this lesson, color the apostle who received the money. 


What was his name?_________________________________


2. In the picture for this lesson, color the man who is bringing the money to the


apostle.  What was his name?__________________________________________


3. What do we call someone who pretends to be something that he is


not?_______________________________________________________________


4. What is a person who pretends to be something else really doing?


______________


5. Why is that a bad thing? ______________________________________________


6. What happened to the man who was pretending to be something else?


____________


7. What happened to the man’s wife? ____________________________________


8.  Why did that happen to them? ________________________________________


9.  What feeling came over the people who heard about what happened?  


______________________       


10. Why would that be good? __________________________________________


Passages


“He (the devil) is a liar and the father of it.” John 8:44
Who wants people to lie?


“He who speaks lies will not escape.” Proverbs 19:5
What will happen to a liar?
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The Second Commandment
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.


What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not use His name to curse, swear,


practice witchcraft, lie or deceive; but we should call upon His name in every
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.


Word Search - Find these words
in the puzzle.


ANANIAS SHARE
SAPPHIRA GOD
PETER LOVE
HYPOCRITE ADAM
LIE REST
SATAN APOSTLE
HOLY SPIRIT CHRISTIAN
SIN


Hymn   TLH #323  v.1


With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling sinner, Lord, I cry.
Thy pardoning grace is rich and free,
O God, be merciful to me!


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
We know that we are tempted to lie and hurt You every day. Please help us to show our love
for Your great sacrifice by always telling the truth. Help us to show love for our neighbor by
sharing what You have given us. Please be with us every day. Amen.
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New Testament  Ananias and Sapphira - Level 3        8/16/04


Does going to church for the sake of pleasing
others please God?


Should we be concerned about why we attend
church and why we are Christians?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Send Your Holy Spirit among
us today that through You we may come to a
greater understanding and love for Your will.  Lead
us as we study Your word and learn why our number
one goal in our lives is You.  Through Jesus Christ,
Your Son and our Savior.  Amen


The Story - Acts 4:31-5:11


{31}  And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. 


{32}  Now the multitude of those who
believed were of one heart and one soul;
neither did anyone say that any of the things
he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.  {33}  And with great
power the apostles gave witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great
grace was upon them all.  {34}  Nor was
there anyone among them who lacked; for
all who were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the
things that were sold,  {35}  and laid them at
the apostles' feet; and they distributed to
each as anyone had need. 


{36}  And Joses, who was also named
Barnabas by the apostles (which is
translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite


of the country of Cyprus,  {37}  having land,
sold it, and brought the money and laid it at
the apostles' feet.  


{5:1}  But a certain man named
Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession.  {2}  And he kept back part of
the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it,
and brought a certain part and laid it at the
apostles' feet.  


{3}  But Peter said, "Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit
and keep back part of the price of the land
for yourself?  {4}  "While it remained, was it
not your own? And after it was sold, was it
not in your own control? Why have you
conceived this thing in your heart? You have
not lied to men but to God."  


{5}  Then Ananias, hearing these
words, fell down and breathed his last. So
great fear came upon all those who heard
these things.  {6}  And the young men arose


Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4:31-5:11
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and wrapped him up, carried him out, and
buried him.  


{7}  Now it was about three hours later
when his wife came in, not knowing what
had happened.  {8}  And Peter answered
her, "Tell me whether you sold the land for so
much?" She said, "Yes, for so much."  {9}
Then Peter said to her, "How is it that you
have agreed together to test the Spirit of the
Lord? Look, the feet of those who have


buried your husband are at the door, and
they will carry you out."  


{10}  Then immediately she fell down
at his feet and breathed her last. And the
young men came in and found her dead,
and carrying her out, buried her by her
husband.  {11}  So great fear came upon all
the church and upon all who heard these
things.


Recalling Details


1. Why did the members of  the new Christian church sell their possessions
and give to the those in need?


2. When Ananias and Sapphira sold their possession, what did they decide
to do?


3. To whom did Ananias offer his gift?


4. What question did Peter ask Ananias about the gift?


5. How would Peter know about the total sale of Ananias and Sapphira’s
possession?  


6. Why did Peter confront Ananias about this money?


7. According to Peter, to whom had Ananias lied?


8. A sin against God is punishable by what means?


9. Why hadn’t Sapphira known about the events earlier in the day?


10. Why did Peter question Sapphira about the price of the possession?


11. The same end came to Sapphira as her husband, showing how serious
lying is in God’s eyes.  What happened to Sapphira?


12. How did this young Christian congregation react to these two deaths?
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Outer Aim
Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter and to the Holy Spirit.


Discussion Questions


1. What can we do on our own to gain the wonderful blessings and love of our
Heavenly Father?


2. Why will people who trust in the Lord above all things not die in their sins?


3. What was the price that was paid for the sins of the whole world?


4. Jesus death on the cross has taken care of all sin.  How should we show our
thankfulness for this wonderful gift life?


Inner Aim
God, the Holy Spirit, gives us the power to be truthful in our dealings with one
another.
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Passages


Proverbs 19:5b - A false witness will not go unpunished, 
and he who speaks lies will not escape.


Ephesians 4:22-24 - That you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old
man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,  and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind,  and that you put on the new man which was created


according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.


Ephesians 4:25a - Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak
truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another.


Matthew 15:8 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me
with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.


1 Corinthians 13:4-8 - Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love
does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek
its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in
the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there


are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge,
 it will vanish away.


Hymn/Prayer


Read Hymn 416 as your closing prayer.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Ananias and Sapphira - Level 4      3/28/2004


Does going to church for the sake of pleasing
others please God?


Should we be concerned about why we
attend church and why we are Christians?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Send Your Holy Spirit
among us today that  through You we may
come to a greater understanding and love for
Your will.  Lead us as we study Your word and
learn why our number one goal in our lives is
Y ou.  Through Jesus Christ, Your Son and our
Savior.  Amen


The Story - Acts 4:31-5:11


{31}  And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. 


{32}  Now the multitude of those who
believed were of one heart and one soul;
neither did anyone say that any of the things
he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.  {33}  And with great
power the apostles gave witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great
grace was upon them all.  {34}  Nor was there
anyone among them who lacked; for all who
were possessors of lands or houses sold them,
and brought the proceeds of the things that


were sold,  {35}  and laid them at the
apostles' feet; and they distributed to each
as anyone had need. 


{36}  And Joses, who was also named
Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated
Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the
country of Cyprus,  {37}  having land, sold it,
and brought the money and laid it at the
apostles' feet.  


{5:1}  But a certain man named
Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession.  {2}  And he kept back part of the
proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and
brought a certain part and laid it at the
apostles' feet.  


{3}  But Peter said, "Ananias,


Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 4:31-5:11
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why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit  and keep back part of the price of
the land for yourself?  {4}  "While it remained,
was it  not your own? And after it was sold,
was it not in your own control? Why have you
conceived this thing in your heart? You have
not lied to men but to God."  


{5}  Then Ananias, hearing these words,
fell down and breathed his last. So great fear
came upon all those who heard these things.
{6}  And the young men arose and wrapped
him up, carried him out, and buried him.  


{7}  Now it was about three hours later
when his wife came in, not  knowing what  had
happened.  {8}  And Peter answered her, "Tell


me whether you sold the land for so much?"
She said, "Yes, for so much."  {9}  Then Peter
said to her, "How is it  that  you have agreed
together to test  the Spirit of the Lord? Look,
the feet of those who have buried your
husband are at  the door, and they will carry
you out."  


{10}  Then immediately she fell down at
his feet and breathed her last. And the
young men came in and found her dead,
and carrying her out, buried her by her
husband.  {11}  So great  fear came upon all
the church and upon all who heard these
things.


Recalling Details


1. As the assembly was studying God’s Word and praying, what happened?


2. What caused the “shaking?”


3. About what event did the apostles preach?


4. Out of love for the Lord, what did Joses do?


5. What did the apostles do with the proceeds from the sale?


6. What was the motivation that drove Ananias and Sapphira to sell their land?


7. What encouraged this type of motivation among Ananias and Sapphira?


8. What impression did Ananias give to the apostles and those gathered when he
brought in the gift and laid it before the apostles?


9. Why did Peter continue to question Ananias about his gift?


10. Peter pointed out to Ananias that when you lie to your fellow Christian you lie to
__________ .


11. Did Sapphira know what had happened to her husband?


12. As with Ananias, Peter questioned Sapphira about the sale of the land.   Why?


13. Did Ananias and his wife Sapphira die because they didn’t give everything to the Lord,
or because they were deceitful toward the Lord?


Outer Aim
Ananias and Sapphira lied to Peter and to the Holy Spirit.
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Discussion Questions


1. Why was it important that this young Christian congregation be taught this very
important lesson so early in their Christian fellowship?


2. Early in the story we are told of the excitement that the Gospel brought to those who
were members of  this congregation.  What caused the excitement?    Does that
excitement still occur in our Christian congregations today?


3. Satan looks for ways to turn us away from the truth of the Lord.  Satan constantly seeks
to devour us, especially when we think we are safe within the walls of our churches and
congregations.  Name several ways that he may use to distract us from the Gospel
while gathering with our fellow Christians.


4. What name do we give to individuals who come to church and go through the
outward motions of being Christians while gathered with Christians,  yet alone, or in the
world, they lie, cheat, steal, and live worldly lives?


5. Many times it becomes discouraging when we are caught in our lies and others are
not.  What does God promise about everyone who lies?  See Proverbs 19:5b.


6. Lying is wrong.  According to Ephesians 4:25, how should we speak to one another?


7. Ananias and Sapphira were bringing their worldly gifts to worship the Lord.  They
wanted to have their fellow Christians look at their gift, not why they gave it.  Where
does God look when we bring our gifts and talents to Him?  See Matthew 15:8.


8. We daily sin and continually fall short of the Lord’s will.  What has God done for us that
allows us to even allow us to approach Him with gifts?


9. How should the gift of the Savior motivate us in our giving to the Lord?


10. Why does the Lord accept the gifts of a cheerful giver?


Inner Aim
God, the Holy Spirit, gives us the power to be truthful in our dealings with one another.
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Passages


Proverbs 19:5b - A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who speaks lies will not
escape.


Ephesians 4:25a  - Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his
neighbor,” for we are members of one another.


Matthew 15:8 - These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips,
but their heart is far from Me.


Hymn
Study hymn 323 TLH.  Notice how the hymn writer tells us how we are to approach the Lord.


Prayer


Write a prayer that fits our story today.  Be sure to include how we should come before the
Lord and ask that He lead us in our daily struggle with our weak faith, our daily lives in this
unbelieving world, and our daily fight from Satan who constantly seeks to devour us.





		ananiasapphiranotes

		ananiasapphira1

		ananiasapphira2

		ananiasapphira3
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STORY 1/8/04


The Appearance to Disciples in Galilee- John 21:1-17


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Savior, You appeared to Your disciples and Peter in Galilee to comfort them and to strengthen their
faith. You also called Peter, who denied You three times, to become a shepherd of souls. You have also
called me to help in teaching the children in our Sunday School. Send Your Holy Spirit that I may be a
faithful teacher of Your children  in my preparations, in my teaching, and in my daily life. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Sea of Tiberias - Another name for the Sea of Galilee. At Jesus’ time Tiberias was the name of one of the
nine smaller communities around the Sea of Galilee. One historian, Josephus, states that it was built by Herod
Antipas and was named by him in honor of the emperor Tiberias. Many of the inhabitants of Tiberias were
Greeks and Romans, so foreign customs prevailed there. “Sea of Tiberias” was used by John only (21:1).


200 cubits - A cubit is an ancient measure of length, about 18-20 inches; originally the length of the arm
from the end of the middle finger to the elbow. 200 cubits is about 100 yards.


Gird yourself - The term, “gird up” and “gird up your loins” called for one to use a belt or sash to gather up
the length or fulness of a garment to be ready for any service or activity that might be required.


Simon, son of Jonas - By these words Jesus addressed Peter. “Peter” was the name of honor (Rock) that
Jesus gave to Simon. Jesus used his original name in order to remind Peter that he had, by denying Jesus
three times, reverted to his natural state and disposition.


The disciple whom Jesus loved - John never refers to himself by name in his writings. He usually referred to
himself as “that other disciple” or “the disciple that Jesus loved.” By that term John did not suggest that he
was Jesus’ favorite disciple, or that Jesus loved him more than others. John believed on Jesus as the Savior
of all people, even John! It is a humble confession of his faith when he includes himself in Jesus’ love.


OUTER AIM
The resurrected Savior appeared to His disciples at Galilee as He promised. There, He reminds them of  His
loving care and forgiveness in directing His called shepherds to “Feed My lambs and feed My sheep.”


INNER AIM
To recognize God’s Hand in our lives: the forgiving love and the life-giving care of Jesus for His disciples and
all people.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 447-452)
Jesus appears to His disciples in Galilee as He had promised. There He comforted Peter and called him to
be a shepherd of His sheep. Before He had been crucified Jesus had promised His disciples that He would
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rise again the third day and go before them into Galilee. On Easter Sunday Jesus showed himself alive to the
women and the disciples. He continued to appear to them in order to reinforce their faith. In our lesson today,
we join the disciples as they go fishing while they wait for Jesus to appear in Galilee. When Jesus appeared to
His disciples in Galilee, He reminded them of His great love and power. He assured Peter of forgiveness for his
denials, and called him to be a shepherd (pastor) of His lambs and sheep.
< When Jesus was tried before the High Priest, Peter in the courtyard denied even knowing the Lord. Peter


was sorry for this sin and wept bitter tears of repentance. 
< Our Bible account for today shows Jesus* great love for Peter by letting him know his sin was forgiven


and that he was being called to serve Jesus as a shepherd of His sheep.
< Jesus had told the disciples that after His death He would go before them into Galilee. 
< After Jesus appeared to them in Jerusalem, they waited for His appearance in Galilee. 
< Peter decided to use the time by continuing to work at his old profession of fishing, and the disciples went


with him. They could not locate fish to net.
< As they were rowing to shore, suddenly Jesus appeared on shore, but they did not recognize Him.
< He called out, “Children, have you any food? They replied: “No!” He directed them to cast their net out of


the right side of the boat. They did this and, as the net became very heavy with the weight of fish, they
knew that the One on shore was Jesus. 


< Knowing this, Peter plunged into the sea and hurried to shore. 
< The disciples brought the boat to shore with a net full of 153 fish, yet the net never split open.
< Jesus invited them to a breakfast that was already prepared for them. 
< After they had eaten, Jesus spoke privately to Peter, calling him Simon (not Peter, the “Rock”). Jesus


said, “Simon, do you love me more than these?” Peter is asked to rank his love in a scale of comparison
to others. 


< He replied, “Yes, Lord, You know I love You.” 
< Jesus said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 
< Jesus asked him again, “Do you love me?” No comparison is asked for here; no ranking of its value. It is


just a question for what love he had in the most essential, simple way.
< When he replied: “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You”, Jesus said, “Tend My sheep.” 
< When Jesus asked him a third time, “Do you love (even like) Me?” The verb changes - as Jesus asked for


the presence of even an affection between companions. That’s what really stung!
< Peter replied, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” 
< Jesus said, “Feed My sheep.” Jesus gives Him the assurance that even that last “like” sort of love is still of


use for the service of feeding His flock the precious Word of Truth.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Jesus, we thank you for forgiving us our sins, and making us lambs in Your flock. Lead us safely Home.
Amen.


Upper: Lord Jesus, we too have often sinned by denying You. Thank you for forgiving us and for being our
Good Shepherd. Lead us safely Home to You. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be
faithful to the account that God wrote through the evangelist John.
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APPLICATIONS
As God brings us to faith in our Savior, we become the lambs and the sheep of His flock. He leads us with the
assurance of the forgiveness of our sins and a love for our souls. He therefore continues to call shepherds
(pastors and teachers) to help care for His flock, that they may follow Him all the way Home.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 23:la and 6b - The Lord is my shepherd... I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.


Hymn 428, stanza 4: I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead; Ev*ry day and hour supplying All
my need.


Middle any of the above and...
Psalm 23:1-3 - The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He
leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s
sake. 


Hymn 428, stanzas 1-3: I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee; Trusting
Thee for full salvation, Great and free.
I am trusting Thee for pardon; At Thy feet I bow, For Thy grace
and tender mercy Trusting now.
I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood; Trusting Thee to make me holy By Thy blood.


Upper any of the above and...
Psalm 23 - The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads
me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


Hymn 428, stanzas 4-6: I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead, Ev*ry day and hour supplying
All my need.
I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail. Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.
I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. I am trusting Thee forever And for all.
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The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


After rising from the dead on Easter and
appearing to some of His followers, Jesus
showed Himself again to the disciples at the
Sea of Tiberias.  Peter, John and other disciples
were there fishing at night, but they caught no
fish.  When the morning came, Jesus stood on
the shore, but the disciples did not know Him.
Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any
food?"


 The disciples answered, "No."  Jesus said
to them, "Let your net down on the other side
of the boat, and you will find some fish." The
disciples cast out their nets again. Immediately
the nets were so filled with fish that the
disciples couldn’t even pull them into the boat. 


John said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When
Peter heard that it was Jesus, he jumped into
the water since they were close to shore. The
other disciples came in the boat dragging the
net full of fish.  As soon as they had come to
land, they saw a fire there, and fish laid on it,
and bread.  Jesus said to them, "Bring some of
the fish which you have just caught." 


Peter helped drag the net to land. It
was full of 153 large fish. Even though there
were so many fish, the net was not broken! 
Jesus said to the disciples, "Come and eat
breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask
Him, "Who are You?" because they knew now
that He was the Lord. Jesus then came and
took the bread and fish and gave it to them.


This was now the third time Jesus
showed Himself to His disciples after He was
raised from the dead. He was proving to
everyone that He was God and had
conquered death.


When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus
said to  Peter, "Simon Peter, do you love Me
more than these others?" 


Peter  said to Jesus, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My lambs." 
He said to Peter again a second time,


"Simon Peter, do you love Me?" 
Peter said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know


that I love You." 
He said to him, "Then tend My sheep." 
Then Jesus  said to Peter the third time,


"Simon Peter, do you love Me?" Peter was sad
because Jesus had asked him three times, "Do
you love Me?" 


Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, You know all
things; You know that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Then feed My sheep.


Passage
“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23:1


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


Prayer


Jesus, 
We thank You for forgiving us our sins and
making us lambs in Your flock. Lead us safely
home to heaven. Amen.


Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee
John 21:1-17
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Classroom Art Activity - Color this picture. Then cut it out. It can be made into a
magnet, necklace,  etc.


Classroom Activity - Circle the pictures that show ways to tell others about Jesus.


The
Lord


is
my 


Shepherd.
Psalm 23:1
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Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee
John 21:1-17
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The Story
After rising from the dead and


appearing to some of His followers,
Jesus showed Himself again to the
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.  Peter,
Thomas, Nathanael , James and
John, and two other disciples were
there.  Peter said to them, "I am
going fishing." 


They said to him, "We are going
with you." They went out and got
into the boat. That night they
caught no fish.  When the morning
came, Jesus stood on the shore, but
the disciples did not know Him. Jesus
said to them, "Children, have you
any food?"


 The disciples answered, "No." 
Jesus said to them, "Let your net
down on the other side of the boat,
and you will find some fish." The
disciples cast out their nets again.
Immediately the nets were so filled
with fish that the disciples couldn’t
even pull them into the boat. 


John said to Peter, "It is the
Lord!" When Peter heard that it was
Jesus, he jumped into the sea.  But
the other disciples came in the boat
(for they were not far from land),
dragging the net with fish.  Then, as
soon as they had come to land,
they saw a fire there, and fish laid on
it, and bread.  Jesus said to them,
"Bring some of the fish which you
have just caught." 


Peter helped drag the net to
land. It was full of 153 large fish.
Even though there were so many


fish, the net was not broken!  Jesus
said to the disciples, "Come and eat
breakfast." None of the disciples
dared ask Him, "Who are You?"
because they knew now that He
was the Lord. Jesus then came and
took the bread and fish and gave it
to them.


This was now the third time
Jesus showed Himself to His disciples
after He was raised from the dead.
He was proving to everyone that He
was God and had conquered
death.


When they had eaten
breakfast, Jesus said to  Peter, "Simon
Peter, do you love Me more than
these others?" 


Peter  said to Jesus, "Yes, Lord;
You know that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My
lambs." 


He said to Peter again a second
time, "Simon Peter, do you love Me?" 


Peter said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You." 


He said to him, "Then tend My
sheep." 


Then Jesus  said to Peter the
third time, "Simon Peter, do you love
Me?" Peter was sad because Jesus
had asked him three times, "Do you
love Me?" 


Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, You
know all things; You know that I love
You." 


Jesus said to him, "Then feed My
sheep.
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Review - Write  the correct word in the blank.


1. The disciples were  f__ __ __ __ __ __.


2. J__ __ __ __ helped them catch many fish.


3. Jesus gave them food to e__ __.


4. Jesus asked P__ __ __ __ three times if he
loved Jesus.


5. Jesus said to Peter, “Feed My l__ __ __ __.”


6. We are fed with the words from the B__ __ __ __.


Activity One - Circle the pictures that show ways to tell others about Jesus.


Word Box


Peter
Bible
Jesus
lambs
fishing


eat
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Passage
“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23:1


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


Prayer


Jesus, 
We thank You for forgiving us our sins and making us lambs in Your
flock. Lead us safely home to heaven. Amen.


Activity Two - Color this picture. Then cut it out. It can be made into a magnet,
necklace,  etc.


The
Lord


is
my 


Shepherd.
Psalm 23:1
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Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee
John 21:1-17
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The Story
After the events of Easter Jesus


showed Himself again to the
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 
Peter, Thomas, Nathanael , James
and John, and two other disciples
were together.  Peter said to them, "I
am going fishing." 


They said to him, "We are going
with you." They went out and
immediately got into the boat, and
that night they caught nothing.  But
when the morning had come, Jesus
stood on the shore; yet the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to them, "Children, have you
any food?"


 They answered Him, "No."  He
said to them, "Let your net down on
the right side of the boat, and you
will find some fish." So they cast, and
now they were not able to pull it up
because of the many fish. 


John said to Peter, "It is the
Lord!" When Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he plunged into the sea. 
But the other disciples came in the
little boat (for they were not far from
land), dragging the net with fish. 
Then, as soon as they had come to
land, they saw a fire there, and fish
laid on it, and bread.  Jesus said to
them, "Bring some of the fish which
you have just caught." 


Peter went up and dragged
the net to land, full of large fish, one
hundred and fifty-three; and
although there were so many, the
net was not broken.  Jesus said to


them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet
none of the disciples dared ask Him,
"Who are You?"; knowing that it was
the Lord. Jesus then came and took
the bread and fish and gave it to
them.


This is now the third time Jesus
showed Himself to His disciples after
He was raised from the dead. 


So when they had eaten
breakfast, Jesus said to  Peter, "Simon
Peter, do you love Me more than
these?" 


Peter  said to Jesus, "Yes, Lord;
You know that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My
lambs." 


He said to Peter again a
second time, "Simon Peter, do you
love Me?" 


Peter said to Him, "Yes, Lord;
You know that I love You." 


He said to him, "Tend My
sheep." 


He said to him the third time,
"Simon Peter, do you love Me?" Peter
was grieved because He said to him
the third time, "Do you love Me?" 


Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, You
know all things; You know that I love
You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My
sheep.
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Word Box
Peter     Bible     Jesus     lambs     fishing     eat


Review - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle with the words from the box.


Across
3.  The disciples were ___.
5.  Jesus said to Peter, “Feed My


___.”
6.  Jesus asked ___ three times if
he loved Jesus.


Down
1.  __ helped them catch many


fish.
2.  We are fed with the words


from the ___.
4.  Jesus gave them food to __.


Activity One - Match the names with the pictures. These are some people that tell us
about Jesus.


Pastor          Grandparents          Choir          Teacher        Parents
                


   
                   


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.
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Passages


“The Lord is my shepherd.” Psalm 23:1


“I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:6


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1, 4


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee to guide me; 
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
All my need.


Prayer


Jesus, 
We thank You for forgiving us our sins and making us lambs in Your flock.


Lead us safely home to heaven. Amen.


Activity Two - Cut out this picture. It can be made into a magnet, necklace,  etc.


The
Lord


is
my 


Shepherd.
Psalm 23:1
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“Do you love Me?”
What would you answer Jesus if He asked you that


question.
What would you answer if Jesus asked that same


question three times?
What command does Jesus give Peter and all of us?


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
Be with us today during our Sunday School


class as we study Your Holy Word. Help us to listen,
learn and take to heart all that Your Holy Scripture
teaches in this lesson. Cause Your Holy Spirit to work
in our hearts that we too can say, Yes, Lord, we love
You!” Amen.


The Story - John 21:1-17


After these things Jesus showed
Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of
Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself:
{2} Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples
were together. {3} Simon Peter said to
them, "I am going fishing." 


They said to him, "We are going with
you also." They went out and immediately
got into the boat, and that night they
caught nothing. {4} But when the morning
had now come, Jesus stood on the shore;
yet the disciples did not know that it was


Jesus. {5} Then Jesus said to them,
"Children, have you any food?"


 They answered Him, "No." {6} And He
said to them, "Cast the net on the right side
of the boat, and you will find some." So
they cast, and now they were not able to
draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 


{7} Therefore that disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"
Now when Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for
he had removed it), and plunged into the
sea. {8} But the other disciples came in the
little boat (for they were not far from land,


Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee
John 21:1-17
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but about two hundred cubits), dragging
the net with fish. {9} Then, as soon as they
had come to land, they saw a fire of coals
there, and fish laid on it, and bread. {10}
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish
which you have just caught." 


{11} Simon Peter went up and
dragged the net to land, full of large fish,
one hundred and fifty-three; and although
there were so many, the net was not
broken. {12} Jesus said to them, "Come
and eat breakfast." Yet none of the
disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?";
knowing that it was the Lord. {13} Jesus
then came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and likewise the fish. 


{14} This is now the third time Jesus
showed Himself to His disciples after He
was raised from the dead. 


{15} So when they had eaten


breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more
than these?" 


He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." 


He said to him, "Feed My lambs." 
{16} He said to him again a second


time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?" 


He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." 


He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 
{17} He said to him the third time,


"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?"
Peter was grieved because He said to him
the third time, "Do you love Me?" 


And he said to Him, "Lord, You know
all things; You know that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.


Outer Aim - The resurrected Savior appeared to His disciples at Galilee as He
promised. There, He reminds them of His loving care and forgiveness in
directing His called shepherds to, “Feed My lambs and feed My sheep.”


Class Discussion - Answer these questions with the rest of your class. Be sure to share
your answers.


When did you become one of Jesus’ lambs? 


Who in your life brings you God’s Word?


1. ____________________________


2. ____________________________


3. ____________________________


4. ____________________________


5. ____________________________


6. ____________________________


Rearrange the letters in ( ) to find the words for this sentence.


We are fed with God’s Word both the (AWL)______________
 and the (LSGPOE)_________________.
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__ __ __ __ __ __ __


1


__ __ __ __ __ __ __


2 3 4


__ __ __ __


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __


5 7


__ __ __ __ __ __ __


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __


10 8 11


__ __ __ love __ __


6 9


__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11


Review - Use the words from John 21 to fill in the letters of the missing words. The numbered
letters will give you the answer to the last question.


1. Peter was going to go __ at
the beginning of this lesson.


    
2. Thomas, Nathanael, the sons


of __, and two other disciples
went with Peter.                      


3. They did not recognize Jesus
when He called, “Children,
have you any  __?”


4. When they cast their nets on
the right side of the boat as
Jesus told them a __ of fish
were in the net.


                 
5. Peter __ into the sea when he


was told that Jesus was on
shore.


6. Jesus said, “Come and eat 
__ .”


                 
                                          
7. Jesus asked Peter, “Do __


love __?” three times.


8. What did Jesus tell Peter to
do?


1.  


2.  


3.  


4.
 


5.  


6.
 


7.  


8.
 







4New Testament                                                                                      Galilee Appearance - Level 3


Inner Aim - We recognize God’s hand in our lives - the forgiving love and the
life-giving care of Jesus for His disciples and all people.


What God Tells Us - Tell how each of these jobs would follow Jesus command to, “Feed
My Lambs”, “Tend My Sheep.”


Pastor


Christian Day School Teacher/Sunday School Teacher


Father/Mother


Factory Worker


Student


Passage


“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green
pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.  He restores my soul; He leads me in the


paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Psalms 23:1-3


Hymn - TLH #428 stanzas 1-4


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon; 
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy 
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy 
By Thy blood.


I am trusting Thee to guide me; 
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
All my need.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, 
We too have often sinned by denying You. Thank You for forgiving us and for
being our Good Shepherd. Lead us safely home to You. Amen.
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“Do you love Me?”
What would you answer Jesus if He asked you that


question.
What would you answer if Jesus asked that same


question three times?
What command does Jesus give Peter and all of us?


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
Be with us today during our Sunday School class as we
study Your Holy Word. Help us to listen, learn and take to
heart all that Your Holy Scripture teaches in this lesson
found in John 21. Cause Your Holy Spirit to work in our
hearts that we, too, can say, “Yes, Lord, we love You!”
Amen.


The Story - John 21:1-17


After these things Jesus showed
Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of
Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself:
{2} Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples
were together. {3} Simon Peter said to
them, "I am going fishing." 


They said to him, "We are going with
you also." They went out and immediately
got into the boat, and that night they
caught nothing. {4} But when the morning
had now come, Jesus stood on the shore;
yet the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. {5} Then Jesus said to them,
"Children, have you any food?"


 They answered Him, "No." {6} And He
said to them, "Cast the net on the right side
of the boat, and you will find some." So


they cast, and now they were not able to
draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 


{7} Therefore that disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"
Now when Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for
he had removed it), and plunged into the
sea. {8} But the other disciples came in the
little boat (for they were not far from land,
but about two hundred cubits), dragging
the net with fish. {9} Then, as soon as they
had come to land, they saw a fire of coals
there, and fish laid on it, and bread. {10}
Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish
which you have just caught." 


{11} Simon Peter went up and
dragged the net to land, full of large fish,
one hundred and fifty-three; and although
there were so many, the net was not


Jesus Appears to the Disciples in Galilee
John 21:1-17
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broken. {12} Jesus said to them, "Come
and eat breakfast." Yet none of the
disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?";
knowing that it was the Lord. {13} Jesus
then came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and likewise the fish. 


{14} This is now the third time Jesus
showed Himself to His disciples after He
was raised from the dead. 


{15} So when they had eaten
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more
than these?" 


He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." 


He said to him, "Feed My lambs." 
{16} He said to him again a second


time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me?" 


He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know
that I love You." 


He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 
{17} He said to him the third time,


"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?"
Peter was grieved because He said to him
the third time, "Do you love Me?" 


And he said to Him, "Lord, You know
all things; You know that I love You." 


Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.


Outer Aim - The resurrected Savior appeared to His disciples at Galilee as He
promised. There, He reminds them of His loving care and forgiveness in
directing His called shepherds to, “Feed My lambs and feed My sheep.”


Passage


The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 


He leads me beside the still waters.  
He restores my soul; 


He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 


for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 


You anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 


and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  Psalm 23
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Review - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle with the correct answers from John 21.


Across
1.  Jesus showed Himself at the Sea


of ___.
4.  Jesus said, “Cast your net on the


___ side of the boat.”
6.  Jesus made ___ for the disciples to


eat.
9.  The disciples had one ___ and


fifty-three fish in the net.


Down
1. ___ called the Twin was fishing with


the others.
2.  The disciples did not ___ Jesus at


first.
3. ___ plunged into the water when


he heard that Jesus was the
stranger on shore.


5.  The sons of ___ were also fishing.
7.  Jesus said to Peter, “___ My


lambs.”
8.  Jesus also said, “Tend my ___.”


Inner Aim - We recognize God’s hand in our lives - the forgiving love and the
life-giving care of Jesus for His disciples and all people.


What God Tells Us - Choose the correct letter to fill in the blank.


1. _____ The ___ works through God’s Word to bring us to faith.
2. _____ The ___ shows us our sin.
3. _____ The ___ shows us our Savior.
4. _____ We have ___ because of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
5. _____ Jesus commands us to, “Go into all the world and ___the


Gospel to all creatures.”
6. _____ As God’s lamb I look forward to ___ in heaven.


A. forgiveness
B. eternity
C. gospel
D. Holy Spirit
E. preach
F. law


Your Turn


What job or jobs might you consider so that you can, “Feed God’s Lambs”, and “Tend God’s
Sheep”? Share and discuss your answer with the class. 


1. 2.


3.


4.


5.


6. 7. 8.


9.







4New Testament                                                                                      Galilee Appearance - Level 4


Hymn - TLH #428


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon; 
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy 
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy 
By Thy blood.


I am trusting Thee to guide me; 
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
All my need.


I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer 


Lord Jesus, 
We too have often sinned by denying You. Thank You for forgiving us and for
being our Good Shepherd. Please help us to consider being a pastor or
teacher to feed Your lambs. Lead us safely home to You. Amen.
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STORY 7/17/03


The First Appearance of Our Living Lord after His Death  -  Matthew 28:1-15, Mark 16:1-11, Luke 24:1-
12, John 20:1-18


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, bless my study of Your Word with the gift of Your Holy Spirit. Please guide and
direct me to present the saving truths of this story in a direct and faithful manner to my students. I thank You
for the assurance that Your word will never return to You void, but always accomplish Your good will. In
Jesus* name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
MATTHEW:
Sabbath - With reference to the seventh day when God rested (ceased) from His creating work. The people
of God were to observe the Sabbath Day (Saturday) as a day of rest, ceasing from their labors. The Third
Commandment calls for the observance of that day. The Old Testament Sabbath was a shadow of things to
come, but the body (making the shadow) is Christ’s: Colossians 2:17. He is our Sabbath, for He brings us
rest for our souls Matthew 11:28.29.
Countenance - Appearance, the “look” on a  person’s face.
Brethren - The brother-in-faith, spiritual family brothers.
Elders - Generally, an older person. Here, used with reference to the Jewish Old Testament officers known
as the “Elders.” For example,“ rulers” of the synagogue and the “elders” of the people  were one and the
same.
Appease - To pacify, to quiet, to satisfy.
Make you secure - Keep you out of trouble, see to it that you will not be court-marshaled.


MARK
Anoint - To apply oil upon someone in a ceremonial manner, to dedicate someone to a special calling. Here,
perfumed (spiced) oils were applied to the dead body to cover the odors of death and decay.
Demons - Used with reference to the fallen angels (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:7—9), ministers of the devil. Satan
is called the prince of the demons (devils).


LUKE
Perplexed -  Puzzled, full of doubts, confused.
Idle tales - Nonsense, gossip


OUTER AIM
To teach us to believe that Jesus, who died on Friday, appeared alive on Sunday as He had promised.


INNER AIM
To recognize God’s hand in our lives: Jesus, who died to save us, arose from death as our living Savior.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 422-434)
We have heard how God sent His only Son, Jesus, to pay for our sins by His suffering and death. On the
cross Jesus said, “It is finished!” The payment for our sin was completed by His death. But Jesus not only
died for sin, but He was victorious over death. Today we learn about this victory as He showed Himself alive
to some disciples on Easter morning.
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The ransom for our souls was paid by Jesus through His suffering and death. As He promised, on the third day He
arose from death. He was victorious over sin and death. Jesus lives, the victory’s won! And because He lives, we also
have life; life now, and life forever with Him in His heavenly Home.
S The Sabbath (no-work day) was over. 
S At the “first light” of Sunday morning the women, who followed and ministered to Jesus with their material things,


went to the tomb with “sweet spices” to embalm Jesus’ body for burial.
S Mary of Magdala (Mary Magdalene) may have gone to the tomb before sunrise, for she found the tomb empty


and hastened with her cry of sorrow to Peter and John, assuming that the body of Jesus had been stolen.
S During her absence from the tomb, the other women arrived and even entered into it. 
S There they saw the two angels (Matthew and Mark refer to only one angel, the one who was the spokesman). 
S The angel’s message was: “He is not here, for He is risen.. .go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from


the dead.. .He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him!”
S Meanwhile Peter and John were hurrying to the tomb, followed by Mary. 
S John arrived first and paused for a time outside the tomb, but when Peter arrived he went directly into it. 
S John joined him to observe that the body of Jesus had not been stolen, for the tomb did not appear to have been


burglarized.
S They silently pondered the discovery as they returned again to the city.
S Mary arrived at the tomb after Peter and John had left. 
S She lingered there, weeping over what she believed to be her losses: first, the living Jesus; now, even His dead


body. 
S Once more, two angels appeared and addressed Mary: “Woman, why are you weeping?”
S Mary replied: “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 
S She turned away as if to find the body of Jesus in another place and, suddenly, Jesus stood before her in His living


presence.
S Tearful and sorely grieved, Mary did not recognize Jesus. 
S She thought it was the gardener, so she begged information concerning the whereabouts of Jesus’ body so she


could take Him away. 
S She again turned toward the tomb and now Jesus spoke to her: “Mary!” 
S She immediately recognized His voice and with great relief uttered the comforting word: “My Lord!” (Rabboni,


Aramaic; Rabbi, Hebrew.) 
S We recall that Jesus had taught: “My sheep hear My voice...and they know me.”
S Mary was the first to whom the risen and living Jesus revealed Himself. 
S After that He met the other women who were returning to Jerusalem pondering the wondrous message of the


angels. 
S Jesus instructed them:: “Rejoice! Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see


Me.”
S We are told that while Mary’s report caused Peter and John to run to the tomb, the other disciples considered the


report from the other women to be astonishing, but utter nonsense. 
S They did not even go to the tomb out of curiosity. 
S The disciples isolated themselves in their room to agonize in their grief over the loss of their Master, Jesus. 
S They forgot that He had told them that He would rise again on the third day and go before them into Galilee.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Lower Level: Dear Jesus, You died for me that I may live. You live to lead me Home.
Teach me to follow You. Amen.


Upper Level: Lord, give me ears to hear Your word and a heart that believes Your word.
You died to save me, You live to lead me. Teach me to follow You. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be faithful to
the account that God recorded through the four evangelists.


APPLICATIONS
1. The ransom for our souls was paid by Jesus through His suffering and death. As He promised, on the third day He


arose from death. He was victorious over sin and death. Jesus lives, the victory’s won! And because He lives, we
also have life; life now, and life forever with Him in His heavenly Home.


2. That is why we confess in the Apostles Creed: “I believe in the resurrection of the BODY”. Our souls do not die
and are not buried. When God takes us to Himself, He leaves our corrupted bodies on earth to return to dust. But
on the last day our glorified bodies will be raised unto life with Him. This is our joy, our comfort, and our hope.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
John 14:19 - Jesus said: “Because I live, you will live also!”
Hymn 200, Stanza 1: I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort that sweet sentence gives! He lives, He lives, who
once was dead; He lives, my everliving Head.


Middle any of the above and...
John 11:26 - Whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.
Hymn 211, stanza 4: The power of death He broke in twain When He to life arose again. Hallelujah! To Him all praise
be given!


Upper any of the above and...
John 11:25.26 - I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.
Hymn 206, stanza 2: Jesus, my Redeemer lives; I too unto life shall waken. Endless joy my Savior gives; Shall my
courage then be shaken? Shall I fear, or could the Head Rise and leave His members dead?
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The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Very early Sunday morning after Jesus
was buried, women went to the grave to make
Jesus’ body sweet-smelling. They had wanted
to go the day before, but it was the Sabbath
Day. Mary Magdalene was the name of one of
the women.


As they walked to the grave, the
women wondered who would roll away the
big stone in front of the grave. It was too heavy
for the them to move. As soon as they arrived
at the grave, they saw that the stone was
already rolled away! The body of Jesus was not
there. How surprised they were!


Something wonderful had happened
that morning! An angel had come and rolled
away the stone. He did this to show that Jesus
had arisen. The angel’s face was as bright as
lightning and his clothes were as white as
snow. The Roman soldiers were afraid and fell
to the ground. They got up and ran to the city.


Mary did not know what had
happened. She thought the enemies of Jesus
had stolen the body. Mary ran back to the city
to tell two of Jesus’ disciples, Peter and John.


The other women went into the grave.
Two angels were sitting there. They were
dressed in white clothes. The angels said,
“Don’t be afraid. Jesus is alive again. Tell the
disciples they will see Him soon.”


Peter and John went to the tomb, 
followed by Mary. They discovered that Jesus’
body was gone! Peter and John went back to
the city, but Mary stayed. She was very sad.
She was crying, but while she was crying, she
heard a man’s voice. She thought the man
was the gardener and asked where the body
of Jesus had been taken.


Jesus said, “Mary!”
Mary recognized Jesus’ voice and


praised God.
Jesus showed Himself to the other


women on their way to Jerusalem. They ran to
tell the disciples the good news. Jesus is risen!


Jesus, who died on Friday, appeared
alive on Sunday as He had


promised.


Jesus, who died to save us, arose
from death as our living Savior.


Passages
Job 19:25  “For I know that my Redeemer lives.”
John 14:19 (Jesus said,)  "Because I live, you will
live also.”


Hymn - TLH 200 v. 1


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living Head.


Prayer 
 
Dear Jesus, We are very happy that You rose
from the dead. After dying on the cross, You
showed everyone that You are God and that
You have saved us all from hell. Thank you for
dying and rising so that we can go to heaven
with You.  Amen.


The First Appearance of Our Lord
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18
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Classroom Activity - Help the women and Peter and John find the empty grave of
Jesus. Use a crayon or pencil to trace the paths to the empty tomb. Say, “Alleluia, Jesus
lives!” when you get to the tomb.
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Classroom Art Activity - Help the children color and decorate the butterfly. Tell
them that the butterfly is a symbol of the Resurrection because a butterfly comes out of a
cocoon just as Jesus came out of the tomb. Cut out the hearts and fasten hearts and
butterfly together with ribbon or yarn to make a
necklace or mobile (as shown). 
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The First Appearance of Our Lord
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18
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The Story


Very early Sunday morning after
Jesus was buried, women went to the
grave to make Jesus’ body sweet-
smelling. They had wanted to go the
day before, but it was the Sabbath
Day. Mary was the name of one of the
women.


As they walked to the grave, the
women wondered who would roll away
the big stone in front of the grave. It
was too heavy for the them to move.
As soon as they arrived at the grave,
they saw that the stone was already
rolled away! The body of Jesus was not
there. How surprised they were!


Something wonderful had
happened that morning! An angel had
come and rolled away the stone. He
did this to show that Jesus had arisen.
The angel’s face was as bright as
lightning and his clothes were as white
as snow. The Roman soldiers were afraid
and fell to the ground. They got up and
ran to the city.


Mary did not know what had
happened. She thought the enemies of
Jesus had stolen the body. Mary ran
back to the city to tell two of Jesus’
disciples, Peter and John.


The other women went into the
grave. Two angels were sitting there.
They were dressed in white clothes. The
angels said, “Don’t be afraid. Jesus is
alive again. Tell the disciples they will
see Him soon.”


Peter and John went to the tomb, 
followed by Mary. They discovered that
Jesus’ body was gone! Peter and John


went back to the city, but Mary stayed.
She was very sad. She was crying, but
while she was crying, she heard a man’s
voice. She thought the man was the
gardener and asked where the body of
Jesus had been taken.


Jesus said, “Mary!”
Mary recognized Jesus’ voice and


praised God.
Jesus showed Himself to the other


women on their way to Jerusalem. They
ran to tell the disciples the good news.
Jesus is risen!


Activity One - Find the message.
Starting with the “J”, color every other box
purple. This will help you find a hidden
message. A triangle       marks the
beginning of a new word.


J O E H
S W U A S
D F I D
S I L A
N L C I J
V A E S


Answer: JESUS IS ALIVE
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Prayer - Dear Jesus, we are very happy that You rose from the dead on Easter
Sunday. After dying on the cross, You showed everyone that You are God and that
You have saved us all from everlasting death in hell. Thank you for dying and rising so
that we can go to heaven with You.  Amen.


Passage - Memory Verse Puzzles. Cut out the puzzle pieces and put together the
memory verses. You may wish to glue them to the outline guide.
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The First Appearance of Our Lord
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18
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The Story
After 6:00 Saturday evening, when


the Sabbath day of rest was over, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices to finish the
loving task of burying Jesus’ body.  Early
Sunday morning before the sun rose, the
women took the spices to the tomb.  As
they walked they asked each other, ”Who
will roll away the stone from the door of the
tomb for us?” When they arrived at the
grave, the stone was already rolled away.  


Earlier that morning there had been
a great earthquake, and an angel from
heaven had rolled away the stone and sat
upon it.  The soldiers guarding the grave
had been so frightened that they fell down
as if they were dead.  


When Mary Magdalene saw that the
grave was open, she ran back to
Jerusalem to tell Peter and John that
someone had taken Jesus’ body away.


The other women went into the
tomb, but did not find Jesus’ body. They
saw two angels in shining white garments. 
The frightened women bowed down to the
earth. One of the angels said to them,”
Why do you seek the living among the
dead?  He is not here, but He is risen as He
said.  Come and see the place where the
Lord lay.  Go quickly and tell His disciples
and Peter that He is risen from the dead;
and indeed He is going before you into
Galilee.”  The women quickly ran to report
this good news to the disciples. 


When Mary Magdalene returned to
Jerusalem, she told Peter and John that
the stone was rolled away from the tomb
of Jesus. They ran to the grave.  John
outran Peter and arrived first, but he only
bent down to look in and saw the linen
cloths lying there.  Peter went right into the
tomb and saw that the linen napkin, which
had been wrapped around Jesus’ head,
was folded by itself.  Then John also


entered the tomb and believed. They
returned home, marveling at what they had
seen. 


Now Mary Magdalene returned to the
tomb and stood outside it weeping.  When
she looked inside, she saw two angels in
white, sitting at the head and the foot of the
place where the body of Jesus had been.  


The angels asked, “Why are you
weeping?”


Mary answered, “Because they have
taken away my Lord and I don’t know where
they have laid him.” 


Just then Mary turned around and saw
Jesus, but did not recognize him.  Jesus said,”
Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are
you seeking?”


Because Mary thought that he was the
gardener, she said,” Sir, if you have carried
Him away, tell me where you have laid Him
and I will take Him away.”


Jesus said, “Mary.”
Now Mary recognized Jesus and said,


“Master!”
Jesus told her not to touch Him, but to


go to tell His disciples the news.  When Mary
did tell the disciples, they did not believe that
Jesus was alive.  


As the other women were hurrying
back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples the
message of the angels, Jesus suddenly
appeared before them, saying, ”Rejoice.” 
The women held Jesus by the feet and
worshiped Him.  Jesus told them to tell His
disciples to meet Him in Galilee.


Meanwhile, the soldiers returned to the
chief priests to report the happenings at the
tomb that morning.  The chief priests met with
the elders and decided to bribe the soldiers
with money to tell a lie.  They were to say that
Jesus’ disciples had come during the night
and stolen the body while the soldiers slept. 
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Jesus, who died on Friday, appeared alive on Sunday as He had
promised.


Review - Look at the pictures on page 1. Write the number in the box according to the
directions below.


1. Find the picture that shows the soldiers who saw the angel early on Easter
morning.  Put a number 1 by that picture. How did the soldiers feel?


2. Find the picture that shows the first friends of Jesus who saw the angels.  Put a
number 2 by that picture. What did the angels tell them? 


3. Find the picture of the two disciples of Jesus who ran out to the grave.  Put a
number 3 by that picture. What did they see that gave proof that Jesus had
risen from the dead? 


4. Find the picture of Mary when she saw Jesus in the garden.  Put a number 4 by
that picture. Why was she crying? 


5. Since Jesus rose from the dead, how can we feel about death?    


Passage - Write the letter that would come after the letter that is given in the alphabet.
The first word is given.  


I D R T R R Z H C A D B Z T R D H K H U D


J E S U S _ _ _ _ “ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


X N T V H K K K H U D Z K R N . John 14:19


_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . “


A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
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stone
gardener
Mary


angels
Peter
disciples


John
angel
Jesus


spices
stolen
Master


earthquake
linen cloths
live


Review - Use the words below to fill in the sentences.


1. The women brought ________________to finish burying Jesus’ body.


2. The women worried about the ______________that was in front of the door of the tomb.


3. Easter morning an ________________and an ________________frightened the guards.


4. Mary Magdalene thought Jesus’  body  had been ______________


5. The other women saw two ______________in the tomb.


6. Two disciples  _______________ and ______________ran out to the tomb.


7. The two disciples saw the _______________  ____________in the tomb.


8. Mary Magdalene thought Jesus was the ___________________.


9. Mary recognized Jesus when He said, ”________________.”


10. As the other women ran back to Jerusalem, they saw _______________.


11. The chief priests told the guards to tell the lie that the _____________stole Jesus’ body.


12. Explain why Jesus’ resurrection is a comfort to believers.


We too will rise from the dead as Jesus rose from the dead.


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus, 
We thank You for coming to earth to suffer and die for our sins.  When You rose


from the dead You showed that You had pleased our heavenly Father.  Because we
are sure that when we die we will also live with You in heaven, we do not have to be
afraid of death.  Amen.
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Have you ever made a promise that was
hard to keep? 


Perhaps someone depended on you keeping
your promise.  


What if ten people depended on the kept
promise?


What if 100 people needed you to keep your
promise?  


Jesus had the entire human race depending on
His promise to rise from the dead.  Because
He DID keep His promise, we believers can
be assured that we, in glorified bodies, will
be with Him in heaven.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
Bless our study of Your Word with the gift of Your Holy Spirit.  May He guide and


direct us in the study of His saving truths in this story.  We thank you for the assurance
that Your word will never return to You void, but always accomplish Your good will.  In
Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The First Appearance of Our Living Lord after His Death


Now when the Sabbath was past,
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, that they
might come and anoint Him.  And now, as
the first day of the week began to dawn,
while it was still dark, they came to see the
tomb, bringing the spices which they had
prepared.


And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone from the door of the
tomb and sat on it.  His countenance was
like lightning, and his clothing as white as


snow; and the guards shook for fear of him
and became like dead men.


Very early in the morning, on the first
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other women came to the tomb when the
sun had risen.  And they said among
themselves, “Who will roll away the stone
from the door to the tomb for us?”  But when
they looked up, they saw that the stone had
been rolled away from the tomb, for it was
very large.


When Mary Magdalene saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb,
she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to


The First Appearance of Our Lord
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18
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the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid Him.”


The other women entered the tomb;
but when they went in, they did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus.  And it happened, as
they were greatly perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by them in shining
garments, one young man clothed in a long
white robe, sitting on the right side.   And the
women were alarmed and afraid and
bowed their faces to the earth.


And the angel answered and said to
the women, “Do not be afraid or alarmed;
for I know that you seek Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified.  Why do you seek the
Living among the dead?  He is not here, but
He is risen, as He said.  Behold, here is the
place where they laid Him.  Come, see the
place where the Lord lay.  Remember how
He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee,
saying, “The Son of Man must be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, and be
crucified, and the third day rise again.”


And they remembered His words.
And he said to them, “But go quickly


and tell His disciples and Peter that He is risen
from the dead: and indeed, He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see
Him, as He said to you.  Behold, I have told
you.”


So they went out quickly and fled from
the tomb with fear and great joy, for they
trembled and were amazed; and they said
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
And they ran to report it to His disciples.


Peter therefore arose and went out,
and the other disciple, and they ran to the
tomb.  So they both ran together; and the
other disciple outran Peter and came to the
tomb first; and he, stooping down and
looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there;
yet he did not go in.


Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb.  Stooping down
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths lying


by themselves; and the handkerchief, that
had been around His head, not lying with
the linen cloths, but folded together in a
place by itself.


Then the other disciple, who came to
the tomb first, went in also, and he saw, and
believed.  For as yet they did not know the
Scripture, that He must rise again from the
dead.  Then the disciples went away again
to their own homes, and Peter marveled to
himself at what had happened.


Now when Jesus rose early on the first
day of the week, He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven
demons.  Mary stood outside by the tomb
weeping; and, as she wept, she stooped
down and looked into the tomb; and she
saw two angels in white sitting, one at the
head, and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain.


Then they said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?”


She said to them, “Because they have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid Him.”


Now when she had said this, she
turned around, and saw Jesus standing
there, and did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you
weeping?  Whom are you seeking?


She, supposing Him to be the
gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if you have
carried Him away, tell me where You have
laid Him, and I will take Him away.”


Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him,


“Rabboni,” which is to say, Teacher.
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me;


for I have not yet ascended to My Father;
but go to My brethren, and say to them, ‘I
am ascending to My Father and your Father,
and My God and your God.’”


Mary Magdalene came and told the
disciples who had been with Him, as they
mourned and wept, that she had seen the
Lord, and He had spoken these things to her.
And when they heard that He was alive and
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had been seen by her, they did not believe.
And as the other women went to tell


the disciples, behold, Jesus met them,
saying, “Rejoice.”  So they came and held
Him by the feet and worshiped Him.  Then
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go
and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and
there they will see Me.”


And they told all these things to the
eleven and to all the rest.  It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the mother of
James, and the other women with them who
told these things to the apostles.  And their
words seemed to them like idle tales, and
they did not believe them.


Now while these women were going,
behold, some of the guards came into the
city and reported to the chief priests all the
things that had happened.  When they had
assembled with the elders and counseled
together, they gave a large sum of money
to the soldiers, saying, “Tell them, ‘His
disciples came at night and stole Him away
while we slept.’  And if this comes to the
governor’s ears, we will appease him and
make you secure.”


So they took the money and did as
they were instructed; and this saying is
commonly reported among the Jews until
this day.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with the correct answers as found in the
lesson.


1. Now when the Sabbath was past, _____________, _______________, and
___________________brought spices to anoint Him.


2. Behold, there was a great ______________________.


3. The women said among themselves, “Who will _____________________
_______________________________________________________?


4. The angel answered, “Why do you seek ___________________________
________________________________________________________?


5. Then the other disciple went into the tomb also, and he saw
_______________________________________________________.


6. Jesus said to her, “__________________________________!”  She turned and said to Him,
“__________________________”, which is to say,____________________________.


7. Then Jesus said to the women, “Do not be afraid; go and tell _______________and there
they _______________________________________.


8. The elders gave a large sum of _______________________ to the soldiers for telling a lie.


Outer Aim - Jesus, who died on Friday, appeared alive on Sunday as He had
promised.
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What God Tells Us - Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse.


______1.  We know that Jesus is alive because He appeared to Mary and the other
women.


______2.  We know that Jesus is alive because the Bible tells us so.


______3.  Believers should always follow their reason.


______4.  We can be certain that we will go to heaven, because we believe in a living
Jesus.


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the story.


John 11:26  "And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"


Job 19:25  “For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;”


John 14:19  "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.
Because I live, you will live also.”


Inner Aim - Jesus, who died to save us, arose from death as our living Savior.


Hymn- TLH 206 v. 2
Jesus , my Redeemer, lives; I too, unto life shall waken.
Endless joy my Savior gives; shall my courage, then, be shaken?
Shall I fear, or could the Head rise and leave His members dead?


This verse speaks directly to all Christians that are living today.   It gives the Christian a question
to answer.  Do you know what the answer is?  


Your Turn
On the last day our glorified body will be raised unto life with Jesus.  Compare and contrast that
glorious body with our corrupted bodies here on earth.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, 


You died for me that I may live.  You live to lead me Home.  Teach me to follow You.  Amen.
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Television and movies have created images that equal
our imaginations. Of  course, movies make anything look real
and they dream up explanations for what seems impossible. 
But the Bible states that a real person saw Jesus, someone
that was declared dead and buried.  


Can you imagine seeing someone alive on the street,
whose body you saw in a casket at a funeral not three days
before?  


What would be the first thing you would say to him or
her?  
 
Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, bless our study of Your Word with the gift of Your Holy Spirit. Please
guide and direct us in the study of Your saving truths in this story.  We thank You for the
assurance that Your Word will never return to You void, but always accomplish Your good
will.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The First Appearance of Our Living Lord after His Death
Matthew 28:1-15, Mark 16:1-11,  Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-18


Now when the Sabbath was past,
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, that  they
might come and anoint Him.  And now, as
the first  day of the week began to dawn,
while it  was still dark, they came to see the
tomb, bringing the spices which they had
prepared.


And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and


rolled back the stone from the door of the
tomb and sat on it.  His countenance was
like lightning, and his clothing as white as
snow; and the guards shook for fear of him
and became like dead men.


Very early in the morning, on the first
day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other women came to the tomb when the
sun had risen.  And they said among
themselves, “Who will roll away the stone
from the door to the tomb for us?”  But when


The First Appearance of Our Lord
Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18
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they looked up, they saw that  the stone had
been rolled away from the tomb, for it was
very large.


When Mary Magdalene saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb,
she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and
said to them, “They have taken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid Him.”


The other women entered the tomb;
but when they went in, they did not  find the
body of the Lord Jesus.  And it happened, as
they were greatly perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by them in shining
garments, one young man clothed in a long
white robe, sitting on the right side.   And
the women were alarmed and afraid and
bowed their faces to the earth.


And the angel answered and said to
the women, “Do not be afraid or alarmed;
for I  know that  you seek Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified.  Why do you seek the
Living among the dead?  He is not here, but
He is risen, as He said.  Behold, here is the
place where they laid Him.  Come, see the
place where the Lord lay.  Remember how
He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee,
saying, “The Son of Man must  be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, and be
crucified, and the third day rise again.”


And they remembered His words.
And he said to them, “But go quickly


and tell His disciples and Peter that  He is risen
from the dead: and indeed, He is going
before you into Galilee; there you will see
Him, as He said to you.  Behold, I have told
you.”


So they went out quickly and fled from
the tomb with fear and great joy, for they
trembled and were amazed; and they said


nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
And they ran to report it to His disciples.


Peter therefore arose and went out,
and the other disciple, and they ran to the
tomb.  So they both ran together; and the
other disciple outran Peter and came to the
tomb first; and he, stooping down and
looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there;
yet he did not go in.


Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb.  Stooping down
and looking in, he saw the linen cloths lying
by themselves; and the handkerchief, that
had been around His head, not lying with
the linen cloths, but folded together in a
place by itself.


Then the other disciple, who came to
the tomb first, went in also, and he saw, and
believed.  For as yet they did not  know the
Scripture, that He must rise again from the
dead.  Then the disciples went away again
to their own homes, and Peter marveled to
himself at what had happened.


Now when Jesus rose early on the first
day of the week, He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom He had cast  seven
demons.  Mary stood outside by the tomb
weeping; and, as she wept, she stooped
down and looked into the tomb; and she
saw two angels in white sitting, one at  the
head, and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain.


Then they said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?”


She said to them, “Because they have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid Him.”


Now when she had said this, she
turned around, and saw Jesus standing
there, and did not know that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you
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weeping?  Whom are you seeking?
She, supposing Him to be the


gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if you have
carried Him away, tell me where You have
laid Him, and I will take Him away.”


Jesus said to  her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to Him,


“Rabboni,” which is to say, Teacher.
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me;


for I  have not yet ascended to My Father;
but go to My brethren, and say to them, ‘I
am ascending to My Father and your Father,
and My God and your God.’”


Mary Magdalene came and told the
disciples who had been with Him, as they
mourned and wept, that  she had seen the
Lord, and He had spoken these things to her.
And when they heard that  He was alive and
had been seen by her, they did not believe.


And as the other women went to tell
the disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying,
“Rejoice.”  So they came and held Him by
the feet and worshiped Him.  Then Jesus said
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell My


 brethren to go to Galilee, and there they
will see Me.”


And they told all these things to the
eleven and to all the rest.  It was Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the mother of
James, and the other women with them
who told these things to the apostles.  And
their words seemed to them like idle tales,
and they did not believe them.


Now while these women were going,
behold, some of the guards came into the
city and reported to the chief priests all the
things that  had happened.  When they had
assembled with the elders and counseled
together, they gave a large sum of money
to the soldiers, saying, “Tell them, ‘His
disciples came at night and stole Him away
while we slept.’  And if this comes to the
governor’s ears, we will appease him and
make you secure.”


So they took the money and did as
they were instructed; and this saying is
commonly reported among the Jews until
this day.


Recalling Details


1. What three women went to anoint Jesus?


2. Who rolled back the stone from the door of the tomb?
3. To whom did Mary run back and tell the news?


4. Who did the other women see in the tomb?


5. What did the angel say to the women?


6. what did Peter and John find in the tomb?
7. Who was the first person to see Jesus alive?


8. Why didn’t the disciples believe the women?


9. What did the guards report to the chief priests?
10. What was given to the guards and what were they told to say?
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Outer Aim - Jesus, who died on Friday, appeared alive on Sunday as He had promised.


Discussion Questions


1. Why did Jesus forbid Mary to cling to Him, while He encouraged the other women to touch
Him?


2. Faith accepts what  cannot  be proven, while unbelief rejects, at  times, even that  which can
be proven.  How was this true of the chief priests?


3. Explain why Jesus had to rise again in order to redeem the world.


4. What  will our bodies be like when Jesus takes us to heaven on the last  day?  How will they be
different from what they are like now?


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the story.


John 11:25-26 " Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live.  And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. 


Do you believe this?"


John 14:19  "A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me.
Because I live, you will live also.”


Inner Aim - To recognize God’s hand in our lives:  Jesus, who died to save us, arose from death
as our living Savior.


Hymn


Hymn #211 vs. 4.  The hymn writer mentions the power of death being broke in twain.  To what
is this also a reference?  


Prayer


Lord, give me ears to hear Your Word and a heart that  believes Your Word.  You died to save
me, You live to lead me.  Teach me to follow You.  Amen.





		resurrectionnotes

		resurrectionP

		resurrection1

		resurrection2

		resurrection3

		resurrection4






G
od


’s
 H


an
d 


in
 o


ur
 L


iv
es


N
ew


 T
es


ta
m


en
t


N
T


Em
m


au
s 


D
is


ci
pl


es
STORY 7/17/03


Emmaus Disciples  -  Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord, Abide with us as You stayed and taught the Emmaus disciples. Help us to use Your Word to teach
those You have given unto us to teach in our Sunday School class. Let us never forget Your sacrifice for our
sins, nor Your return on the third day as our victorious, living Redeemer. Bless our preparations and the
teaching of Your Easter history that we may give a message to share with those who do not yet know You
as their living Savior. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Restrained - The Emmaus disciples were prevented from recognizing Jesus. Jesus wished to open their
spiritual eyes by teaching from His Word.
Constrained - The disciples invited, begged, urged Jesus to stay.


OUTER AIM
Jesus gladdened the hearts of two disciples by telling them about their risen Savior.


INNER AIM
God’s Word makes us certain that Jesus is our risen Savior.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 435-441)
We have heard how Jesus appeared to Mary and the other women early on Easter morning. Today we hear
that Jesus appeared to two other disciples going it Emmaus.. They were sad as they talked of the events that
had happened in Jerusalem. Jesus will gladden their hearts by His message from God’s Word and by His
showing Himself alive to them.


< The two disciples were Cleopas and an unnamed disciple, who were not members of the twelve. 
< It was now early afternoon on that first Easter Sunday.
< The town of Emmaus was six or seven miles from Jerusalem.
< We can see and hear the despair of the two disciples. They are confused because their faith is


floundering. The words of the women and the news of Peter and John’s visit to the empty tomb
seemed to these two men like nonsense. (V. 11)


< Jesus, as only He can do, opened the Scriptures to these men. Beginning from the books of Moses
and continuing through the prophets Jesus taught them about the Savior.


< At the meal the Lord acted as host, not guest, and when their eyes of faith were opened the Lord also
opened their physical eyes to see their Savior.


< With ecstatic joy they ran back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples the great news. There they
heard the good news that Jesus had also appeared to Peter sometime that day. 


< The Lord is risen!


STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Dear Father in Heaven,
Abide with us as You stayed with the Emmaus disciples. Help us listen to, learn and live Your Word. Help
me also to tell others about the Savior who died and rose again to pay for the sins of the world. Please keep
our faith strong. In Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.
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Upper: Lord Jesus, I thank You that You died for my sins and rose again with the victory over death. In You I
have life! Thank You for giving me parents, pastors and teachers to teach me Your Word.  Make me a faithful
witness of this Good News to all people. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be
faithful to the account that God wrote through Luke and referred to in Mark.


APPLICATIONS
1. How hopeless, helpless, joyless we would be if Jesus had not risen from the dead! (1 Corinthians 15:17)


However, we can be assured by God’s Word that our faith is not in vain. Christ is alive! All we need to
do is turn to the Word of God for proof. God’s Word makes us certain that Jesus is our risen Savior.
(John 5:39; Romans 10:17)


2. When our parents, teachers, and pastors teach us the Word of God it is like Jesus speaking to us
Himself, just like He did to the disciples in our lesson. That is why we should hear His Word in church, in
school, and at home. We need to know that Jesus is our Savior. He suffered, died, and rose again to pay
for all of our sins and to conquer death and hell.


3. The Old Testament is filled with Prophecies concerning the Messiah. They are all fulfilled in Jesus. May
we learn them for our strengthening and comfort.


4. This lesson shows us the ecstatic joy of the disciples. We too can have this same joy as we learn of our
Savior.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Romans 10:17 - “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
John 5:39 - “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which
testify of Me.” (You may want to take only the first part for a memory verse.)
TLH Hymn #53,  stanzas 1 & 4


Middle any of the above and...
Matthew 16:16 - “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
TLH Hymn# 552, stanzas 1, 3, 8


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 12:3 - “No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”
TLH Hymn# 552, stanzas 1, 3, 6, 8 
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The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


What would it be like to walk with Jesus?
Do you know that we do walk with Jesus every
minute of every day? We just don’t see Him,
but He is always with us.


Today we will find out about a man
named Cleopas, and another man who would
walk with Jesus, (but wouldn’t even know that
it is Jesus).


The same day that Jesus rose from the
dead, Easter, Cleopas and another man were
walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus. They were
sad, and they were talking about Jesus’ dying
on the cross. 


As they walked, Jesus came near and
went along with them, but they were not able
to recognize Him. Jesus said, “What are you
talking about that has made you sad?”


Cleopas said, “Are You a stranger here
that You do not know all that has just
happened in Jerusalem?”


Jesus said, “What things?” Do you think
Jesus knew what had happened?


Cleopas and the other disciple told
Jesus all about what happened to Jesus when
He was on trial, how He died, and then how,
today, some women had seen an angel who
told them Jesus was alive. Even two disciples
had seen the empty grave, but did not see
Jesus.


Jesus knew that they needed a lesson
on the Bible passages about Him. As they
walked, He explained the Scriptures.


When they came to Emmaus, the two
disciples asked Jesus, “Abide with us, for it is
almost evening.” Jesus went into their house to
stay with them.


When they were eating, Jesus took
bread, blessed it and gave it to them. Right
when they ate it, the disciples were able to


recognize Jesus! As soon as the disciples
recognized Jesus, He disappeared from their
sight.


“Did not our hearts burn within us while
He spoke of the Scriptures to us?” the two
disciples said. They immediately returned to
Jerusalem to tell the eleven disciples gathered
together. “The Lord is risen indeed, and has
appeared to Simon!” They told all about the
things that had happened on the road and
how He was known to them after He broke the
bread.


Passage 
“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing


by the word of God.” Romans 10:17


Hymn - TLH #53 v. 1


Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Thy grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place. 


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven,
Abide with us as You stayed with the disciples
in Emmaus. Help us listen to, learn and live Your
Word. Please keep our faith strong. In Jesus’
name we ask.  Amen.


Jesus Appears to the Emmaus Disciples
Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35
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Classroom Activity - Trace your student’s hand with fingers together so that the
passage is in the hand and looks like praying hands.  Learn the passage as
you are tracing and coloring your project.


O
Give


Thanks
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Classroom Activity - Help the students finish the pictures. Make a cross on the
church roof and make a door and windows on the house.


Where do we learn about Jesus?


 


Church (school, Sunday School, VBS)                            


Home
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Jesus Appears to the Emmaus Disciples
Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35
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The Story


What would it be like to walk
with Jesus? Do you know that we do
walk with Jesus every minute of
every day? We just don’t see Him,
but He is always with us.


Today we will find out about a
man named Cleopas, and another
man who would walk with Jesus, (but
wouldn’t even know that it is Jesus).


The same day that Jesus rose
from the dead, Easter, Cleopas and
another man were walking from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. They were
sad, and they were talking about
Jesus’ dying on the cross. 


As they walked, Jesus came
near and went along with them, but
they were not able to recognize Him.
Jesus said, “What are you talking
about that has made you sad?”


Cleopas said, “Are You a
stranger here that You do not know
all that has just happened in
Jerusalem?”


Jesus said, “What things?” Do
you think Jesus knew what had
happened?


Cleopas and the other disciple
told Jesus all about what happened
to Jesus when He was on trial, how
He died, and then how, today, some
women had seen an angel who told
them Jesus was alive. Even two
disciples had seen the empty grave,
but did not see Jesus.


Jesus knew that they needed a
lesson on the Bible passages about


Him. As they walked, He explained
the Scriptures.


When they came to Emmaus,
the two disciples asked Jesus,
“Abide with us, for it is almost
evening.” Jesus went into their house
to stay with them.


When they were eating, Jesus
took bread, blessed it and gave it to
them. Right when they ate it, the
disciples were able to recognize
Jesus! As soon as the disciples
recognized Jesus, He disappeared
from their sight.


“Did not our hearts burn within
us while He spoke of the Scriptures to
us?” the two disciples said. They
immediately returned to Jerusalem
to tell the eleven disciples gathered
together. “The Lord is risen indeed,
and has appeared to Simon!” They
told all about the things that had
happened on the road and how He
was known to them after He broke
the bread.


Passage 


“So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the


word of God.” 
Romans 10:17
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Activity One - Trace your hand with fingers together so that the passage is in
the hand and looks like praying hands.  Learn the passage as you are tracing and
coloring your project.


O
Give
Thanks
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Activity Two - Finish the pictures. Make a cross on the church roof and make a door
and windows on the house.


Where do we learn about Jesus?


 


Church (school, Sunday School, VBS)                            Home


Hymn - TLH #53


Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Thy grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place. 


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
Abide with us as You stayed with the disciples in Emmaus. Help us
listen to, learn and live Your Word. Please keep our faith strong. In
Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.
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Jesus Appears to the Emmaus Disciples
Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35
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The Story


What would it be like to walk
with Jesus? Do you know that we do
walk with Jesus every minute of
every day? We just don’t see Him,
but He is always with us.


Today we will find out about a
man named Cleopas and another
man who would walk with Jesus, but
not even know that it is Jesus.


The same day that Jesus rose
from the dead, Easter, Cleopas and
another man were walking from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. They were
sad because they were talking
about Jesus’ dying on the cross. 


As they walked Jesus came
near and went along with them, but
they were not able to recognize
Jesus. Jesus said, “What are you
talking about that has made you
sad?”


Cleopas said, “Are You a
stranger here that You do not know
all that has just happened in
Jerusalem?”


Jesus said, “What things” Do
you think Jesus knew what had
happened?


Cleopas and the other disciple
told Jesus all about what happened
to Jesus when He was on trial, how


He died, and then how today some
women had seen an angel who told
them Jesus was alive. Even two
disciples had seen the empty grave,
but did not see Jesus.”


Jesus knew that they needed a
lesson on the Bible passages about
Jesus. As they walked He explained
the Scriptures.


When they came to Emmaus,
the two disciples asked Jesus,
“Abide with us, for it is almost
evening.” Jesus went into their house
to stay with them.


When they were eating Jesus
took bread, blessed it and gave it to
them. Then their eyes were able to
recognize Jesus and Jesus
disappeared from their sight.


“Did not our hearts burn within
us while He spoke of the Scriptures to
us?” the two disciples said. 


They immediately returned to
Jerusalem to tell the eleven disciples
gathered together. “The Lord is risen
indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!” They told all about the things
that had happened on the road
and how He was known to them
after He broke the bread.


Jesus gladdened the hearts of two disciples 
by telling them about their risen Savior.
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Review - Match the letter of the correct answer with the sentence.


1. ____ and another disciple were walking together.


2. They were feeling ____ as they were talking about
Jesus.


3. ___ started to walk with them, but they didn’t
recognize Him.


4. Jesus taught them from the ____.


5. They said, “___ with us. It is almost evening.”


6. Jesus gave ____ and broke bread.


7. They were able to recognize Jesus and He ____.


8. ___ they went back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven
disciples that they had seen Jesus.


Activity - The two Emmaus disciples heard the Word of God directly from Jesus. Draw 
pictures of three places where you hear God’s Word.


A. Bible


B. disappeared


C. Cleopas


D. immediately


E. abide


F. sad


G. thanks


H. Jesus
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Passages 


“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” Romans 10:17


“For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11


God’s Word makes us certain that Jesus is our risen Savior.


Hymn - TLH #53 v. 1 & 4


Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Thy grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place. 


Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Thy Word.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
Abide with us as You stayed with the Emmaus disciples. Help us listen to,


learn and live Your Word. Help me also to tell others about the Savior who died
and rose again to pay for the sins of the world. Please keep our faith strong. In
Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.
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Does this picture remind you of another Bible lesson?


Today two disciples will go from sorrow to joy in only
a few hours.


What will make the change?


What keeps us from despair? 


Prayer


Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with Thy grace
That Satan may not harm us nor we to sin give place.


Abide, O dear Redeemer, among us with Thy Word
And thus now and hereafter true peace and joy afford.


The Story - Luke 24:13-35


Now behold, two of them were
traveling that same day to a village called
Emmaus, which was seven miles from
Jerusalem. {14} And they talked together
of all these things which had happened.
{15} So it was, while they conversed and
reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near
and went with them. {16} But their eyes
were restrained, so that they did not know
Him. 


{17} And He said to them, "What kind
of conversation is this that you have with
one another as you walk and are sad?"


 {18} Then the one whose name was
Cleopas answered and said to Him, "Are
You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and
have You not known the things which


happened there in these days?" 
{19} And He said to them, "What


things?"
So they said to Him, "The things


concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
Prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, {20} "and how the
chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to
be condemned to death, and crucified
Him. {21} "But we were hoping that it was
He who was going to redeem Israel.
Indeed, besides all this, today is the third
day since these things happened. {22}
"Yes, and certain women of our company,
who arrived at the tomb early, astonished
us. {23} "When they did not find His body,
they came saying that they had also seen


Jesus Appears to the Emmaus Disciples
Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35
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a vision of angels who said He was alive.
{24} "And certain of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but Him they did not
see." 


{25} Then He said to them, "O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken! {26}
"Ought not the Christ to have suffered
these things and to enter into His glory?"
{27} And beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 


{28} Then they drew near to the
village where they were going, and He
indicated that He would have gone
farther. {29} But they constrained Him,
saying, "Abide with us, for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent." And He
went in to stay with them. 


{30} Now it came to pass, as He sat
at the table with them, that He took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
{31} Then their eyes were opened and they
knew Him; and He vanished from their
sight.


 {32} And they said to one another,
"Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us on the road, and while He
opened the Scriptures to us?”


{33} So they rose up that very hour
and returned to Jerusalem, and found the
eleven and those who were with them
gathered together, {34} saying, “The Lord is
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!”


{35} And they told about the things
that had happened on the road, and how
He was known to them in the breaking of
bread.


Outer Aim
Jesus gladdened the hearts of two disciples by telling them about their risen
Savior.


Passages - Fill in the blanks of these passages. Do as many as you can before you find
them in the Bible.


Romans 10:17 - “So then _____________ comes by hearing, and hearing by the 


____________  ______  ____________.”


Matthew 16:16 - “You are the ______________, the _________ of the _______________ 


______________.”


1 Corinthians 12:3 - “No one can say that ______________ is _____________ except by 


the ________________   ___________________.”
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Review - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle with the answers from the Word Box below the puzzle..


Across


1.  The two disciples were coming
from ___ where the events of
Easter had taken place.


4.  This lesson took place on ____.
6.  It was ___ miles from Jerusalem


to Emmaus.
8.  The disciples said to Jesus, “___


with us for it is nearly evening.”
9.  Jesus ____ the bread, broke it


and gave it to them.
10.  The two disciples ___ back to


Jerusalem to tell the good
news of Jesus.


Down


1.  The two disciples did not
recognize ____.


2.  They were on their way home
to ____.


3.  One disciple was named ____.
5.  Jesus ___ them from the Old


Testament.
7.  After He broke bread, Jesus


____ed.


Inner Aim
God’s Word makes us certain that Jesus is our risen Savior.


1. 2.


3.


4. 5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.


WORD BOX


ABIDE     BLESSED       CLEOPAS  
JESUS      HURRIED      EASTER    
SEVEN     EMMAUS     TAUGHT
DISAPPEAR             JERUSALEM
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What God Tells Us
The Emmaus disciples learned about Jesus by listening to Jesus Himself teach them
about God’s Word. Name 3 places where you hear about God’s Word. Share your
answers with your class and name specific names like Bethel Church.


Now that we know the wonderful message of Jesus we will want to hurry to tell others.
Name some ways you can share that message now and when you are older.


Hymn - TLH #552 v. 1, 3, 8 Discuss each stanza ‘s meaning together as a class.


Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me!


Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word,
But as Thou dwell’st with Thy disciples, Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me.


Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!


Prayer
Lord Jesus, 


I thank You that You died for my sins and rose again with the victory over death. In
You I have life! Thank You for giving me parents, pastors and teachers to teach me
Your Word.  Make me a faithful witness of this Good News to all people. Amen.
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Does this picture remind you of a Bible lesson?


Today two disciples will go from sorrow to joy in only a few hours
because they listen to and speak with Jesus, whom they
thought was dead.


How do we know that Jesus is alive and has kept His Word?
(See John 5:39 for the answer.)


Prayer
Abide, O dearest Jesus, among us with Thy grace
That Satan may not harm us nor we to sin give place.


Abide, O dear Redeemer, among us with Thy Word
And thus now and hereafter true peace and joy afford.


The Story - Luke 24:13-25


Now behold, two of them were
traveling that same day to a village called
Emmaus, which was seven miles from
Jerusalem. {14} And they talked together
of all these things which had happened.
{15} So it was, while they conversed and
reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near
and went with them. {16} But their eyes
were restrained, so that they did not know
Him. 


{17} And He said to them, "What kind
of conversation is this that you have with
one another as you walk and are sad?"


 {18} Then the one whose name was
Cleopas answered and said to Him, "Are
You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and
have You not known the things which
happened there in these days?" 


{19} And He said to them, "What
things?"


So they said to Him, "The things
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
Prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, {20} "and how the
chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to
be condemned to death, and crucified
Him. {21} "But we were hoping that it was
He who was going to redeem Israel.
Indeed, besides all this, today is the third
day since these things happened. {22}
"Yes, and certain women of our company,
who arrived at the tomb early, astonished
us. {23} "When they did not find His body,
they came saying that they had also seen
a vision of angels who said He was alive.
{24} "And certain of those who were with us


Jesus Appears to the Emmaus Disciples
Mark 16:12, 13; Luke 24:13-35
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went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but Him they did not
see." 


{25} Then He said to them, "O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken! {26}
"Ought not the Christ to have suffered
these things and to enter into His glory?"
{27} And beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 


{28} Then they drew near to the
village where they were going, and He
indicated that He would have gone


farther. {29} But they constrained Him,
saying, "Abide with us, for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent." And He
went in to stay with them. 


{30} Now it came to pass, as He sat
at the table with them, that He took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
{31} Then their eyes were opened and they
knew Him; and He vanished from their
sight.


 {32} And they said to one another,
"Did not our heart burn within us while He
talked with us on the road, and while He
opened the Scriptures to us?"


Outer Aim
Jesus gladdened the hearts of two disciples by telling them about their risen
Savior.


Review - Make these incorrect sentences true by crossing off the incorrect word and writing
the correct word above it.


1. Two disciples were traveling to Bethlehem.


2. That village is fifty miles from Jerusalem.


3. They were discussing the events leading to Easter and were joyful.


4. Peter came and walked with them but they did not recognize Him.


5. The writings of the New Testament were used to teach these two disciples.


6. John and the other disciple asked Jesus to abide or stay with them.


7. Jesus took the bread, broke it and spread it before He gave it to the disciples.
8. Their ears were opened and they recognized Jesus.


9. They said their hearts calmed when they heard Jesus speak of the Scriptures.


10. Much later they went to Jerusalem to tell the eleven disciples that they had seen
Jesus.
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Inner Aim
God’s Word makes us certain that Jesus is our risen Savior.


Time for Discussion


1. List places where you hear God’s Word. Use specific names like Bethel Church.


2. List ways you can share God’s Word now and when you are older. Share your ideas
with your classmates.


Passages - Fill in the blanks of these passages. Do as many as you can before you find
them in the Bible.


Romans 10:17 - “So then _____________ comes by ______________, and hearing by the 


____________ ______ ____________.”


John 5:39 - “You ________________ the _______________________, for in them you think you have 


eternal ___________; and these are they which ___________________ of Me.”


Matthew 16:16 - “You are the ______________, the _________ of the _______________ 


______________.”


1 Corinthians 12:3 - “No one can say that ______________ is _____________ except by the


 ________________   ___________________.”
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Hymn - TLH #552 v. 1, 3, 6, 8 Discuss each stanza’s meaning together as a class.


Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me!


Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word,
But as Thou dweltst with Thy disciples, Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me.


I need Thy presence every passing hour;
What but Thy grace can foil the Tempter’s power?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me!


Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!


Prayer
Lord Jesus, I thank You that You died for my sins and rose again with the victory over death.
In You I have life! Thank You for giving me parents, pastors and teachers to teach me Your
Word.  Make me a faithful witness of this Good News to all people. Amen.
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The Ascension of Jesus - Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19.20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Savior, You have called your believing children to be witnesses of the Gospel. You have assured them
that as they witness Your words, the Holy Spirit will cause them to be effective and never return to You
void. Lord, give us this faith that we may be faithful witnesses to the students in our Sunday School. Let us
witness with boldness and joy, for You ascended into glory, and will come again to receive us unto Yourself
that, where You are, we will also be eternally. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Endued - Provided with, gifted with, endowed with.
Confirming - Establish the truth of that which was doubtful or uncertain, verify, support, strengthen, prove
valid.
Opened their understanding - Human understanding (reason) is corrupted by sin and does not receive the
truths from God, but rejects them. For example, God creating all things in six days. The Holy Spirit, working
in the Word from God, causes our ears to hear, our eyes to see, our hearts and minds to understand by faith
the things of God. The Spirit “opened their understanding.”
Comprehend - To grasp mentally, to understand, to catch on. When effected by the Word of God, we
recognize this happens by faith, the work of the Holy Spirit.
Promise of My Father - With reference to the promise to send the Holy Spirit who will cause unbelieving
hearts to believe the truth from God. Isaiah 44: “I will pour My Spirit on your descendants.. .one will say, ‘I
am the Lord*s; another will write with his hand, ‘The Lord*s.” Ezekiel 36: “...I will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit within you... I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes. . .“ Acts 2:
(Quoting the Prophet Joel) “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh... I will pour out my Spirit in those days...”
Tarry - To linger, wait for, to stay longer than originally intended.
Infallible - incapable of error, never wrong, thus dependable, reliable, sure.


OUTER AIM
To record for our learning the Homecoming of Jesus in Glory after He had completed His saving work. To
remind us that He commissioned all believers to be His faithful witnesses who, by the gift of the Holy Spirit,
would share His saving Word with all people.


INNER AIM
That we who have been brought to Jesus may boldly and with great joy share the Good News with all
people. God loved the world; Christ died and rose again for the world; by the witness of His Word, the
world is to be called unto faith and be saved.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp.453-460)
For background to the Ascension account: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18; I Corinthians 15:6-7. In
these lessons we hear Jesus commission (call) His disciples to make disciples of all nations by baptizing them
and teaching them all things that He had commanded them. Jesus said: “He who believes and is baptized will
be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned”. In the letter to the Corinthians Paul reviews the
number of witnesses to Jesus* resurrection: Peter, the twelve disciples, 500 Christians at one time, James,
and then all the apostles.
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The Ascension account: Mark 16:19.20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12. Jesus concluded His post-Easter work
on earth (40 days) by leading His disciples to the Mount of Olives. There He underscored their call as His
witnesses of the Good News to all nations. He assured them of His blessing, the gift of the Holy Spirit to make
their witnessing effective, and then ascended into the glory of heaven.


Jesus continued to reinforce the faith of His disciples with many appearances and with teachings of Holy
Scripture concerning His work as the Messiah, the Savior. As He prepared to return to His heavenly home, He
commissions His disciples to be His witnesses to all people. Their works would be supported by the gift of the
Holy Spirit. Then He ascended to His Father.


Jesus prepared His disciples to be His witnesses, pastors, teachers, and missionaries. He promised them divine
help with the presence of the Holy Spirit. Since God loved the world, and Jesus died and arose for the world,
the world must also have the work of the Spirit of God in order to believe such Good News. By making all
believers His witnesses, His word and Spirit does go forth into all the world, to call sinners to believe and be
saved.


< Jesus had completed His Savior work by His death and resurrection.
< The sins of the world had been paid for in full and the Father transferred the perfect righteousness of His


Son to every cleansed sinner. 
< Those who were born in sin and lived their life in sin were now declared by God to be “not guilty”.
< As righteous children adopted by the heavenly Father, we brothers and sisters of Christ, are to be His


witnesses on earth until it is the time of our Homecoming.
< Mark records Jesus* ascension and tells us that the disciples (believers) “went out and preached


everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word...”
< Luke records that just before the ascension of Jesus, He reminded His disciples of the things that had been


written about Him in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms. 
< He further instructed them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise


from the dead the third day, and that remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations...” 
< Jesus concluded with the words, “You are witnesses of these things. Behold, I send the Promise of My


Father upon you...”
< Luke then tells how Jesus led His disciples toward Bethany.
< There He blessed them, was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 
< The disciples returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing


God as they awaited the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
< In the Book of Acts, Luke refers to the promise of the Holy Spirit: “You shall be baptized with the Holy


Spirit not many days from now... You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses of Me.” 


< Luke tells us a bit more about the ascension of Jesus: “While they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He
went up, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing
up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as
you saw Him go into heaven.*”


STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Dear Jesus, You went back to Your home in heaven. You told Your children on earth to tell about
You. Help us to be faithful in telling others that You are their Savior. Amen
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Upper: Dear Jesus, You ascended to your home in glory. You called the believers on earth to be Your
witnesses. You promised to bless their witness with Your Holy Spirit. Make us faithful witnesses and bless us in
like manner. Amen


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be
faithful to the account that God wrote through His evangelists Mark and Luke.


APPLICATIONS
You and I have been called to Jesus by the Holy Spirit. As believers in Jesus we are His disciples.
All His disciples have been called to be His witnesses: in our family, neighborhood, school, place
of work, recreation. And how about YOU becoming a pastor, teacher, or missionary witness? Why
hesitate to become such a witness  -  He promises to bless those who are doing His work, giving
them the ability, strength, guidance, and correction as needed. His Holy Spirit, abiding in the word
we witness, assures success for those souls who need their share in Jesus success!


ANSWERS TO EXERCISES
Recalling Details
1. Where did Jesus meet with His disciples? Near Bethany on Mt. Olivet
2. What authority did Jesus claim to be his? All authority in heaven and on earth
3. How did the disciples understand the Scriptures about Jesus? And (Jesus) opened their understanding (of


the Scriptures)
4. Why did Jesus have to suffer and die? That repentance and remission of sins should be preached
5. Where and why were the disciples supposed to wait? In Jerusalem, for the gift of the Holy Spirit
6. What instructions did Jesus have for His disciples? Be witnesses, make disciples of all nations, baptize,


teach, preach the Gospel
7. How did Jesus visibly leave this earth? He rose into the clouds
8.   Who appeared after Jesus’ ascension? Two angels
9.   What message did they have for the disciples? Jesus will return.
10.   Why is this message also a comfort for us? Jesus will take us to Himself in heaven some day
11. What does Jesus want us to do while here on earth? Preach the Gospel to all creatures
12. How do we know that Jesus is still here, though we can’t see Him? And lo, I (Jesus) am with you always,


even to the end of the age


Review - Match the statement with the passage reference that best fits.


1. __C___ Jesus had to suffer and die.
2. __A___ Jesus reclaimed His rightful authority.
3. __B___ Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God the Father.
4. __E__ The disciples were given clear instructions by Jesus.
5. __D__ The disciples appreciated the blessings they had received.
6. __F___ The disciples could be comforted that Jesus had left them only visibly.


A. Matt.28:18 B. Mark 16:19        C. John 24:46 


D. John 24:52-53 E. Matt. 28:19        F. Matt. 28:20
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Acts 2:32 - This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
Hymn 215, Stanza 1: Draw us to Thee, For then shall we


Walk in Thy steps forever
And hasten on Where Thou art gone
To be with Thee, dear Savior.


Middle any of the above and...
Acts 1:9 - Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received
Him out of their sight.
Hymn 215, Stanzas 2-3: Draw us to Thee, Lord, lovingly;


Let us depart with gladness
That we may be Forever free
From sorrow, grief, and sadness.


Draw us to Thee, Oh, grant that we
May walk the road to heaven!
Direct our way Lest we should stray
And from Thy paths be driven.


Upper any of the above and...
Acts 1:11 - This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw
Him go into heaven. 
Hymn 215, Stanzas 4-5: Draw us to Thee That also we


Thy heavenly bliss inherit
And ever dwell Where sin and hell
No more can vex our spirit.


Draw us to Thee Unceasingly,
Into Thy kingdom take us;
Let us fore*er Thy glory share,
Thy saints and joint heirs make us.
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The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


We learned how Jesus died on the cross
to take our sins away.  After He became alive
again on Easter, He met with His believers for
40 days, so they would be sure He was God’s
Son, the Savior.  Today we will learn what
happened the last day Jesus was on earth.


Jesus wants all believers to tell people
about God’s love for them.  But God specially
picked some men to learn from Him about His
love. Then these men, called disciples,  could 
be ready to tell about Jesus in other parts of
the earth.


On Jesus last day on earth, He led these
disciples to a big hill near Bethany.  He told
them to wait in the city of Jerusalem for the
Holy Spirit to come to them in a special way. 
With the Holy Spirit’s help, they were to tell all
people everywhere that Jesus died for them,
too.


Then Jesus lifted His hands, blessed the
disciples, and slowly started rising up into the
sky until a cloud hid Him from sight.  God, His
Father, received Jesus into heaven and made
Him Ruler over everything.


The disciples  were staring upward in
surprise when two angels came and stood by
them.  The angels  said, “This same Jesus Who
went up into heaven will come back in the
same way as you saw Him go.” 


Then the men praised Jesus and went
happily back to Jerusalem.  They kept going to
God’s house to praise Him while they waited
for the Holy Spirit to come to them. We call this
day Ascension Day.


Passage
“I go to prepare a place for you, and ... I will
come again and receive you to Myself.” John
14:2,3


Hymn - Hymn 215 v. 1


Draw us to Thee, 
For then shall we 
Walk in Thy steps forever
And hasten on 
Where Thou art gone 
To be with Thee, dear Savior.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for sending Your apostles all


over the earth so our parents could learn Your
Word to give to us. Help us to tell others that
Jesus is also their Savior. Thank You for going
into heaven to prepare a place for us. Amen.


The Ascension of Jesus
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19, 20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12
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Classroom Activity - Read the question to the students. Help students draw lines to
the correct face.


How did the believers feel when they
saw Jesus alive again?


How did the believers feel when they
saw Him go to heaven?


How did the believers feel after He went
to heaven?


How do people feel before they learn
about Jesus’ forgiveness?


How do people feel after they learn
about Jesus?











Who needs to know about Jesus? Color the faces of people who need to know about Jesus’
forgiveness.
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Classroom Art Activity - Help the children color the Ascension picture. Glue
cotton balls around Jesus to make clouds. Decorate with glitter glue around the passage.


“I go to prepare a place for you, and ... I will come again 
and receive you to Myself.” John 14:2,3
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The Ascension of Jesus
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19, 20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12
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The Story
We learned how Jesus died on the


cross to take our sins away.  After He
became alive again on Easter, He met
with His believers for 40 days, so they would
be sure He was God’s Son, the Savior. 
Today we will learn what happened the
last day Jesus was on earth.


Jesus wants all believers to tell
people about God’s love for them.  But
God specially picked some men to learn
from Him about His love. Then these men,
called disciples,  could  be ready to tell
about Jesus in other parts of the earth.


On Jesus last day on earth, He led
these disciples to a big hill near Bethany. 
He told them to wait in the city of
Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come to


them in a special way.  With the Holy
Spirit’s help, they were to tell all people
that Jesus died for them, too.


Then Jesus lifted His hands, blessed
the disciples, and  went up into the sky
until a cloud hid Him from sight.  God, His
Father, received Jesus into heaven and
made Him Ruler over everything.


The disciples  were staring upward in
surprise when two angels came and stood
by them.  The angels  said, “This same Jesus
Who went up into heaven will come back
in the same way as you saw Him go.” 


Then the men praised Jesus and
went happily back to Jerusalem.  They
kept going to God’s house to praise Him
while they waited for the Holy Spirit to
come to them.


Activity One - Help students draw lines to the right faces.


1. How did the believers feel when they saw Jesus alive again?


2. How did the believers feel when they saw Him go to heaven?


3. How did the believers feel after He went to heaven?


4. How do people feel before they learn about Jesus’ forgiveness?


5. How do people feel after they learn about Jesus?


How can we make people really happy?
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Activity Two - Color the faces of people who need to know about Jesus’ forgiveness.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for taking our sins away. Help us to make people   
      (Make a smile face.) by telling them about Your love. Amen.


Passage - Help students color, cut, and glue the world and Bible for this memory
passage.


Jesus said, “Go into all the        and preach 


the    . Mark 16:15           


                       


World


Bible
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The Ascension of Jesus
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12
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The Story


We learned how Jesus died on
the cross for the punishment of our
sins. After He arose from the dead on
Easter, He met with believers for forty
days. Jesus wanted them to know for
sure that He was God’s Son, the
Savior. Today we will learn what
happened the last day Jesus was on
earth.


Jesus wants all believers to tell
all people what He did to save them.
But He picked some men called
apostles to learn more about His
work. They were to become ready to
witness or tell about Jesus to others
around the earth.


On His last day on this earth,
Jesus led the apostles to Mount
Olivet near Bethany. He told them to
wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to
come to them in a special way.


 The Holy Spirit would lead them to
tell all people that Jesus is their
Savior.


Then, while Jesus lifted His
hands and blessed them, He
ascended, or was slowly lifted up
until a cloud hid Him from sight. God,
His Father, received Jesus into
heaven and gave Him all power in
heaven and earth.


While the apostles gazed up
into the sky, two angels stood by
them and said, “Why are you gazing
up into heaven This same Jesus who
went up into heaven will come
again in the same way as you saw
Him go into heaven.” Then the
apostles praised Jesus and went
joyfully to Jerusalem. They kept
going to God’s house to praise God
while they waited to receive the Holy
Spirit as Jesus had said.


Jesus returned to heaven after His work of redemption was finished.  Jesus’ last
message to His disciples was to direct them to spread His Gospel message
throughout the world.


Review - Fill in the blank, underline or mark an “X” by the correct answers below.


1. Jesus rose from the dead on (Good Friday, Easter, Ascension).


2. Jesus met with many believers for ________days.
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3.


2.


1.


4.


3. Jesus wanted  ... (3 answers are correct)
(     ) to show that He was the Savior.
(     ) to teach them about His work for sinners.
(     ) to get an army together.
(     ) to tell them to teach all people.


4. Jesus led His apostles toward (Bethany, Bethlehem, Jerusalem).


5. Jesus ascended into heaven ... (2 answers are correct)
(     ) to be Ruler over everything and everyone.
(     ) to rest forever.
(     ) to make a place ready for all believers.


6. The apostles were to wait in _____________________.


7. The apostles would then ...
(     ) get money for preaching trips.
(     ) receive the Holy Spirit.


8. Jesus wants us believers ... (there will be more than one answer)
(     ) to tell everyone we can about Him.
(     ) to learn His Word, the Bible.
(     ) to praise Him for saving us.
(     ) to help send others to preach where we can not go.


Matching and Puzzle - Match list A with list B by drawing lines, 
then put list A in the puzzle.


List A
1. Apostle


2. Spirit


3. Witness


4. Ascend


List B
 Holy


 tell about


 go up


 person sent


Jesus has called us to teach all nations because we are His disciples too.  We
are to spread the Gospel message that Jesus died for all sins.  Jesus has
promised to be with us until He takes us to be with Him forever.
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Passages


“Jesus sits on the right hand of God. “ Mark 16:19
God put Jesus on His right side. What does this mean?


“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth ... I am with you always
even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18, 20


Why should we not be afraid to tell others about Jesus? (2 reasons)


“I go to prepare a place for you, and ... I will come again and receive you to Myself.”
John 14:2,3


What is Jesus promising here?
When will Jesus come to receive all believers?


The Second Article: He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God,
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick (living) and the


dead.


Map Activity - Color the places on
the globe where people need to hear of
Jesus.


Hymn - Hymn 215 v. 1


Draw us to Thee, 
For then shall we 
Walk in Thy steps forever
And hasten on 
Where Thou art gone 
To be with Thee, dear Savior.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for sending Your apostles all over the earth so our parents could learn Your


Word to give to us. Help us to tell others that Jesus is also their Savior. Amen.
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Have you ever had a friend move away? 
When people are going to be away from
each other for a long time, they often
promise to keep in touch.


Jesus made some very special promises to
His disciples, and us, when He ascended
into heaven.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, help us to give
careful attention to Your word so that we
can learn of the important promises Jesus made to His disciples and to us.  Help
us to grow in Your word.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - A Harmony of the Gospels


After Jesus had shown Himself
alive to many of His followers, He
spoke to the eleven.  “These are the
words which I spoke to you while I
was still with you, that all things must
be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms concerning Me.”


Then Jesus opened the disciples’
minds so they could understand the
Scriptures.


“Thus it was written, and thus it
was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead…that


repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name to all
nations.”


Then Jesus commanded that the
disciples were to remain in Jerusalem
“until you are endued with power
from on high.”  By this, Jesus meant
the gift of the Holy Spirit.


Then Jesus took the disciples out
near Bethany.  He reminded them
that He had all authority in heaven
and on earth.  Now He wanted the
disciples to be His witnesses to all the
world.  “Go into all the world and


The Ascension of Jesus
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19, 20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12
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preach the gospel to every creature,”
Jesus told them.  He instructed His
disciples to make new disciples of all
the nations.  They should baptize in
the name of the Triune God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.  Jesus also
promised to be with His disciples as
they carried out His work.  “Lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of
the age.”


Jesus lifted up His hands in
blessing over His disciples and an
amazing thing happened!  He began
to ascend into the air. Jesus rose until
a cloud took Him from view, and still
the disciples stood staring!


Suddenly, two angels in white
appeared and reminded the men
that Jesus would return one day. “This
same Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into
heaven.”


Jesus was then triumphantly
received into heaven and sat down
on the right hand of God, the Father.


Then the disciples worshiped
Jesus and returned to Jerusalem full of
joy.  They praised and blessed God for
all that He had done for them and
they awaited the promise of the Holy
Spirit.


Recalling Details - Answer the following questions.


1. Where did Jesus meet with His disciples?


2. What authority did Jesus claim to be His?


3. What things did Jesus instruct His disciples to do?


4. Where were the disciples supposed to stay?


5. What were they supposed to wait for?


6. How did Jesus visibly leave this earth?


7. Who appeared after Jesus’ ascension?


8. What message did they have for the disciples?


9. Why is this message also a comfort for us?


10. What does Jesus want us to do while here on earth?







3New Testament                                                                                           Ascension - Level 3


Outer Aim - Jesus returned to heaven after His work of redemption was finished.
Jesus’ last message to His disciples was to direct them to spread His Gospel
message throughout the world.
 


Review - Mark each statement as (T)rue of (F)alse.


1. _____ Jesus and His disciples met at Bethlehem.


2. _____ Jesus rightfully claimed all power in heaven and on earth.


3. _____ Jesus commanded the disciples to teach all nations.


4. _____ The disciples were supposed to go out immediately into all the
                 world.
5. _____ Jesus did not tell the disciples what they were to wait for.


6. _____ As Jesus ascended, a cloud blocked Him from view.


7. _____ Two angels told the disciples they would never see Jesus again.


8. _____ The disciples were happy after Jesus’ ascension.


9. _____  Jesus’ command to teach all nations is for us also.


10.____  We aren’t sure how Jesus will return to earth on the Last Day.


Inner Aim - Jesus has called us to teach all nations because we are His disciples
too.  We are to spread the Gospel message that Jesus died for all sins.  Jesus has
promised to be with us until He takes us to be with Him forever.
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Passages


Mark 16:15b – Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.


Acts 1:11 – This same Jesus … will so come in like manner as you saw Him go
into heaven.


Hymn - Read or sing Hymn 215:1-3.


Draw us to Thee,
For then shall we
Walk in Thy steps forever
And hasten on
Where Thou art gone
To be with Thee, dear Savior


Draw us to Thee,
Lord, lovingly;
Let us depart with gladness
That we may be
Forever free
From sorrow, grief, and sadness.


Draw us to Thee;
Oh, grant that we
May walk the road to heaven!
Direct our way
Lest we should stray
And from Thy paths be driven.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to take away all sins.  Help us


to learn Your Word so that we may spread the Good News of Jesus’ saving work to all we meet.
In our ascended Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Answers
Recalling Details
1. Where did Jesus meet with His disciples? On Mt. Olivet near Bethany
2. What authority did Jesus claim to be His? All authority in heaven and on earth
3. What things did Jesus instruct His disciples to do? Teach all nations;baptize;preach the


Gospel
4. Where were the disciples supposed to stay? In Jerusalem
5. What were they supposed to wait for? The gift of the Holy Spirit
6. How did Jesus visibly leave this earth? He rose into the clouds
7. Who appeared after Jesus’ ascension? Two angels
8. What message did they have for the disciples? Jesus will return
9. Why is this message also a comfort for us? Jesus will take us to be with Him some day
10. What does Jesus want us to do while here on earth? Preach the gospel to all creatures


Review Mark each statement as (T)rue of (F)alse.


1. __F___ Jesus and His disciples met at Bethlehem.(Mt. Olivet near Bethany)
2. __T___ Jesus rightfully claimed all power in heaven and on earth.
3. __T___ Jesus commanded the disciples to teach all nations.
4. __F___ The disciples were supposed to go out immediately into all the
                 world.(They were to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit).
5.__F___ Jesus did not tell the disciples what they were to wait for.
6. __T___ As Jesus ascended, a cloud blocked Him from view.
7. __F__ Two angels told the disciples they would never see Jesus again.(This same Jesus…)
8. __T___ The disciples were happy after Jesus’ ascension.(Lk. 24:52,They returned to Jerusalem
with great joy)
9. __T___  Jesus’ command to teach all nations is for us also.
10.__F__  We aren’t sure how Jesus will return to earth on the Last Day.(This same Jesus …will so
come in like manner)
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Have you ever seen a movie that showed a king’s
triumphal entry into a city?  The loyal subjects
shout and cheer for joy at their king’s return.


Jesus had such a triumphal entry when He
returned to heaven.  May the Holy Spirit bless our
study of Jesus’ ascension.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, send us Your Holy Spirit
that we may rightly understand Your Word. 
Teach us the importance of Jesus’ ascension and
the mission He has prepared for us.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The Story - A Harmony of the Gospels


After Jesus had shown Himself alive
to many of His followers, He spoke to the
eleven.  “These are the words which I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that
all things must be fulfilled which were
written in the Law of Moses and the
Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”


Then Jesus opened the disciples’
minds so they could understand the
Scriptures.


“Thus it  was written, and thus it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead…that  repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in His
name to all nations.”


Then Jesus commanded that the


disciples were to remain in Jerusalem “until
you are endued with power from on high.”
By this, Jesus meant the gift  of the Holy Spirit.


Then Jesus took the disciples out near
Bethany.  He reminded them that He had all
authority in heaven and on earth.  Now He
wanted the disciple to be His witnesses to all
the world.  “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature,” Jesus told
them.  He instructed His disciples to make
new disciples of all the nations.  They should
baptize in the name of the Triune God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit .  Jesus also
promised to be with His disciples as they
carried out His work.  “Lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”


The Ascension of Jesus
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:19, 20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-12
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Jesus lifted up His hands in blessing
over His disciples and an amazing thing
happened!  He began to ascend into the
air. Jesus rose until a cloud took Him from
view, and still the disciples stood staring!


Suddenly, two angels in white
appeared and reminded the men that  Jesus
would return one day. “This same Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will so
come in like manner as you saw Him go into
heaven.”


Jesus was then triumphantly received
into heaven and sat down on the right had
of God, the Father.


Then the disciples worshiped Jesus and
returned to Jerusalem full of joy.  They
praised and blessed God for all that He had
done for them and they awaited the
promise of the Holy Spirit.


Recalling Details


1. Where did Jesus meet with His disciples?


2. What authority did Jesus claim to be his?


3. How did the disciples understand the Scriptures about Jesus?


4. Why did Jesus have to suffer and die?


5. Where and why were the disciples supposed to wait?


6.  What instructions did Jesus have for His disciples?


7.  How did Jesus visibly leave this earth?


8.  Who appeared after Jesus’ ascension?


9.  What message did they have for the disciples?


10.  Why is this message also a comfort for us?


11.  What does Jesus want us to do while here on earth?


12.  How do we know that Jesus is still here, though we can’t see Him?


What the Story Tells Us
Jesus ascended into heaven triumphantly, having completed all that was necessary to save
mankind.  He instructed His disciples to spread this saving message to all the world by the power
of the Holy Spirit.
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Review - Match the statement with the passage reference from the box that best fits.


1. _____ Jesus had to suffer and die.


2. _____ Jesus reclaimed His rightful authority.


3. _____ Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God the Father.


4. _____ The disciples were given clear instructions by Jesus.


5. _____ The disciples appreciated the blessings they had received.


6. _____ The disciples could be comforted that Jesus had left them only visibly.


What God Tells Us
Our Lord Jesus has commanded us to spread the Good News that He has conquered sin and
death.  He has promised to be with us as we carry this message to all the world.


Passages
Matt. 28:18 – Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name


of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


 Matt. 28:20b – And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.  


Acts 1:11 – This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.


Hymn - Read or sing Hymn 215 1-5.


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to live and
die for us.  Make our faith strong, reassure us by Your Word that the Holy Spirit will guide us as we
spread the Good News of Jesus’ salvation to all we meet.  We pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.


A. Matt.28:18 B. Mark 16:19        C. John 24:46 


D. John 24:52-53 E. Matt. 28:19        F. Matt. 28:20
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Peter Heals the Lame Man - Acts 3-4


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord, grant  me the spirit and power of Peter to boldly proclaim your name and your salvation to all
men and especially to my students this day.  May the beauty, love, gift, and power of Your salvation
fill the hearts of my students for You. In Jesus’ name we pray.


VOCABULARY
Beautiful Gate - main gate on the east side of the temple.  Each side had a main gate besides other
smaller gates.  All gates were usually guarded to prevent trouble.  A gift from one Nicanor who built
this gate.


Hour of prayer - ninth hour (3 p.m.)  One of the times when sacrifices were offered at the temple. 
Often called evening sacrifice.  Since they no longer sacrificed, because Christ’s death was their
sacrifice, they entered for prayer.


OUTER AIM
God gave Peter the gift of healing and the boldness to preach and to spread the message of the Word
of God.


INNER AIM
Since we have been healed from the disease of sin, we should desire to spread the message of
salvation.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lord, help us for we are sinners, lame of faith and poor in grace! Strengthen our faith so we look
only to Your grace and salvation for the hope of eternal life.  Make us bold as Peter was to speak of
Your name to all people we meet. Only in You is there salvation and hope for eternity. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name and power of Jesus Christ, Peter and John heal
a 40-year-old man.  This attracted much attention in the temple, as everyone knew he was lame, and
now they were amazed to see him walking and jumping around giving God, Peter, and John praise
and thanks for his healing.


Peter used the opportunity to preach Law and Gospel, Christ and Him crucified for their sins. He
also  reminded them that they were responsible for Jesus’s crucifixion.  Unless they repented, God
would be severely angry with them and punish them with hell in eternity.  So Peter urged them
strongly:  “Repent and be converted that your sins may be blotted out.”  About 5,000 men, women
and children came to faith at that time.  God does work in mysterious, wondrous ways-way beyond
our understanding, comprehension, talents and abilities.


But such popularity made others very jealous as were the Jewish authorities and Jewish upper
echelon.  They feared for their own worldly respect, honor and authority.  People would flock to the
disciples and not to them.  They were angry and afraid, so in the evening they had the disciples
arrested.


The next day they released the disciples, however, for fear of the people who looked to the disciples
for spiritual guidance and blessing.  Yet before the disciples were released the authorities tried to
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instill in them the Sanhedrian version of the “fear of God,” but to no avail.  It only gave opportunity for the
disciples to preach and accuse them of crucifying Christ, which offended God and brought condemnation from
God upon them.  Yet Peter preached the Gospel to them for their benefit also telling them in Acts 4:12: “Nor is
there salvation in any other (Christ) for there is no other name (again, Christ) under heaven given among men
by which we must be saved.”  What a bold, beautiful statement.  Too bad it had little or no spiritually uplifting
effect on its hearers.  Instead, the disciples were commanded to no longer speak or teach in the name of Christ.


This the disciples did not heed, but they comforted one another with Words from Psalm 2 and prayed together. 
The building they were in shook.  The disciples and all believers continued preaching, teaching, and doing
miracles by God’s help.  God caused many to “give money” to and for the “church” and apostolic work.  Let
God be praised for His mysterious, wondrous ways.  Amen!


ACTIVITY (Level 2)
(Some answers should include: telling others that they are sinful, Jesus’s love, Jesus’s forgiveness.  Other
answers might be, Jesus rose from the dead, God created all things, we are going to heaven.  There can be an
unlimited number of answers.)


APPLICATION
How ready are we to endure shame, persecution and jealousy for displaying our faith without using rancor,
bitterness or revenge?  We should learn to suffer many things and still endure while confessing the truth of
Christ and His Word.  To be able to do that, we must study God’s Word as Christ and the apostles did.  Note
what keen memory the disciples had.  They quoted Scripture exactly without any text before them.  We should
know all of God’s Word.  May the Holy Spirit so bless us as He did the disciples in witnessing.


The Holy Spirit was also active in every act and word spoken by the apostles and believers in this story.  We
too, often underestimate and forget His involvement in our faith and its works.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Ps. 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Matt 10:32-33 - Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is
in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.


Acts 4:12 - Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


James 1:15 - Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth
death.


Acts 4:19-20 - But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to
you more than to God, you judge.
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HYMN CHOICES
Praise To The Lord, The Almighty - TLH #39
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Thy Word - TLH #261
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God -  TLH #262
O Little Flock, Fear Not The Foe - TLH #263
God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage - TLH #283
Chief Of Sinners Though I Be - TLH #342
Oh, For A Thousand Tongues To Sing - TLH #360
What God Ordains Is Always Good - TLH #521







PETER HEALS THE LAME MAN
(Additional Teacher Notes)


A. Preparation


Jesus did many miracles before He ascended into heaven. Do you remember the times when Jesus healed
people who were sick? Healing the sick is something we aren’t normally able to do, isn’t it? But after Jesus
was no longer visible on earth, He gave certain people the ability to heal the sick also, just like He had done.
Peter was one of those people. When others saw the miracles Peter did, they would know that He had been
sent by Jesus to teach the word of God. Today you will learn about a miracle that Peter did.


OUTER AIM   Peter heals a crippled man and the Jews get angry


B. Presentation


C. Penetration


Peter healed people in order to create opportunities to preach the gospel to others. After he healed the lame
man, for example, he immediately told them by whose power the miracle had been done-- and pointed the
onlookers to Jesus. We are not able to heal people the way Peter could, but the Lord has given us other gifts.
We can use these gifts to point others to Jesus Christ, our Savior.


Sample Question Sequence


What did Peter do for the crippled man?
What did Peter do after he healed the man?
What did He tell the people?
Were they angry or glad to hear Peter’s words?
Are you able to heal people miraculously who are sick?
What gifts has God given you?
How can you use those gifts to tell others about Jesus the way Peter did?


INNER AIM    Jesus gives us gifts we can use to lead others to Him


D. Application


Applications should always be built off the inner aim. Ask the question, “What does it mean for me that Jesus
gives us gifts we can use to lead others to him.”


E. Drill and Review


See worksheets.
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Peter Heals the Lame Man
Acts 3 - 4
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The Story
One day Peter and John went up to


the temple for prayer. At the temple gate,
called Beautiful, they met a lame man who
would sit at the gate everyday. This man
could not walk and had to ask for money
from those who entered the gate. When
this man saw Peter and John about to
enter, he asked them for money. Peter and
John both looked at the man and Peter
told him, “Look at us.”


So the lame man gave Peter and
John his full attention because he thought
they were going to give him some money.
But Peter said to him, “Silver and gold I do
not have, but what I do have I give to
you; in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.”


They lifted the man up and
immediately his feet and ankles were
healed and the man was able to stand. He
stood and entered the temple with Peter
and John. Then he went walking, leaping
and praising God throughout the temple
courts.


When all the people saw the man
who had been lame and now walked, 
they were surprised and amazed. They ran
toward Peter, John and the man and
gathered around them at a place called
Solomon’s Porch.


When Peter saw the crowd that
gathered around them, he asked the
people, “Men of Israel, why does this
surprise you? Why do you think it is by our
own power or godliness that we made this
man walk?


Then Peter preached to the people
about Jesus. He accused them of helping
put Jesus to death, but he told them how
God had raised Him from the dead. He told


them to repent of their sins and believe in
Jesus Christ, the One spoken of by the
prophets.


The priests and Sadducees
overheard what Peter was saying to the
people. They were upset that Peter was
preaching about Jesus and about the
resurrection from the dead. They had Peter
and John arrested. 


The next day they brought Peter
and John before a group of the
Sadducees. The Sadducees asked Peter
and John how they were able to perform
this miracle and in whose name they had
performed it.


Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit
and proclaimed that Jesus of Nazareth
healed the lame man and this was the
same man that they had put to death on
the cross. He told them that Jesus is the
only way to salvation. He said, “Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven by which we must be
saved.”


The Sadducees were amazed at the
boldness and knowledge of Peter and
John. They commanded Peter and John
not to speak or teach the name of Jesus
anymore. But Peter and John obeyed God
rather than men and they replied, “We
must speak the things which we have
heard and seen.”


After they were released from prison,
Peter and John praised God and gave Him
glory. They and their fellow believers were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke
the Word of God with boldness.
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Activity One - Review the lesson. Color the happy face for each correct sentence and
the sad face for each incorrect sentence.


1. The man by the temple was blind.


2. Peter gave God the honor for healing him.


3. The church leaders told Peter and John to keep
preaching.


4. The Holy Spirit gave them boldness to preach God’s
Word.


God gave Peter the gift of healing and the boldness to preach and to spread
the message of the Word of God.


Activity Two - Cut out the shapes with the words of Peter in them and glue them to the
matching shape above to make his Gospel message.
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Since we have been healed from the disease of sin, we should desire to
spread this message of salvation.


Passage


Romans 10:17 -  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn - TLH #283 (Also “Silver and Gold Have I None” Wee Sing Bible Songs p. 16-17)


God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, in death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations. Amen.


Prayer


Lord, help us for we are lame of faith. Strengthen our faith so we look only to Your grace and
salvation for the hope of eternal life. Make us bold as Peter so that we speak of Your name
to all people for in You only is there salvation. Amen.
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Peter Heals the Lame Man
Acts 3 - 4
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The Story
One day Peter and John went up to


the temple for prayer. At the temple gate,
called Beautiful, they met a lame man who
would sit at the gate everyday. This man
could not walk and had to ask for money
from those who entered the gate. When
this man saw Peter and John about to
enter, he asked them for money. Peter and
John both looked at the man and Peter
told him, “Look at us.”


So the lame man gave Peter and
John his full attention because he thought
they were going to give him some money.
But Peter said to him, “Silver and gold I do
not have, but what I do have I give to
you; in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.”


They lifted the man up and
immediately his feet and ankles were
healed and the man was able to stand. He
stood and entered the temple with Peter
and John. Then he went walking, leaping
and praising God throughout the temple
courts.


When all the people saw the man
who had been lame and now walked, 
they were surprised and amazed. They ran
toward Peter, John and the man and
gathered around them at a place called
Solomon’s Porch.


When Peter saw the crowd that
gathered around them, he asked the
people, “Men of Israel, why does this
surprise you? Why do you think it is by our
own power or godliness that we made this
man walk?


Then Peter preached to the people
about Jesus. He accused them of helping
put Jesus to death, but he told them how
God had raised Him from the dead. He told


them to repent of their sins and believe in
Jesus Christ, the One spoken of by the
prophets.


The priests and Sadducees
overheard what Peter was saying to the
people. They were upset that Peter was
preaching about Jesus and about the
resurrection from the dead. They had Peter
and John arrested. 


The next day they brought Peter
and John before a group of the
Sadducees. The Sadducees asked Peter
and John how they were able to perform
this miracle and in whose name they had
performed it.


Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit
and proclaimed that Jesus of Nazareth
healed the lame man and this was the
same man that they had put to death on
the cross. He told them that Jesus is the
only way to salvation. He said, “Nor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven by which we must be
saved.”


The Sadducees were amazed at the
boldness and knowledge of Peter and
John. They commanded Peter and John
not to speak or teach the name of Jesus
anymore. But Peter and John obeyed God
rather than men and they replied, “We
must speak the things which we have
heard and seen.”


After they were released from prison,
Peter and John praised God and gave Him
glory. They and their fellow believers were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke
the Word of God with boldness.
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God gave Peter the gift of healing and the boldness to preach and to
spread the message of the Word of God.


Activity One - Review of the Story. Match the correct answer to the question by
drawing a line from one dot to the other.


1. What was wrong with the man
in the temple? �


2. What two things had the lame
man been healed from through
the power of Christ? �


3. How did the lame man show his
thankfulness?  �


4. To whom did Peter give the
credit for this miracle? �


5. What two things did Peter tell
the people to do in order for
their sins to be taken away?  �


6. Who did not like what Peter and
John were preaching?  �


7. What did they do to Peter and
John?  �


8. What did they tell Peter and
John not to do anymore?  �


9. Peter and John refused to listen
to the church leaders but kept
on preaching the Gospel.  How
did they preach the word of
God?  �


10. Who gave them the strength to
preach the Word of God? �


• Walking, leaping, and praising God.


• The Priest and Sadducees.


• With boldness.


• He was lame.


• Not to preach the name of Jesus.


• Arrested them and put them in jail.


• Spiritual and physical disease.


• Jesus.


• Repent and believe.


• The Holy Spirit.


Since we have been healed from the disease of sin, we should desire
to spread this message of salvation.
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Activity Two - Word Search. Find the words from our lesson today in the word search.


G O N F I D E N C D T H


D O T O K R E T E P R O


I P S P I R H O L R E L


A T E P T T H A N K S Y


J Y R R E I A R P R N S


D T E M P L E V V E A P


Y L P I A J P E L M H I


T E P R A I S E P A T R


P L E I T N O J L L S I


S A L V A Y H O L A H T


H O J P S O G H G O S P


E C N E D I F N O C E R


Passages (Passages for discussion or memorization)


Acts 4:12 - “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”


Acts 4:20   - “For we cannot but speak the things which we have heard and
seen.”


Lame
Gospel 
Jail


Holy Spirit
Peter
Praise


Salvation
Confidence
Repentance


John
Thanks
Temple
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This should also be our attitude toward preaching and spreading God’s Word.  We have
heard and seen many things from the Bible.  
Draw pictures or write out what you have heard and seen from the Bible that you would
want to tell others.  Place them in the boxes provided.


“For we cannot but speak the things which we have heard and seen.”


(Some answers should include: telling others that they are sinful, Jesus’s love, Jesus’s
forgiveness.  Other answers might be, Jesus rose from the dead, God created all things, we
are going to heaven.  There can be an unlimited number of answers.)


Hymn - TLH #283 (Also “Silver and Gold Have I None” Wee Sing Bible Songs p. 16-17)


God’s Word is our great heritage and shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, in death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, we keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Help us for we are lame of faith and poor in grace!  Strengthen our faith


so we look only to Your grace and salvation for the hope of eternal life.  Make
us bold as Peter so that we may speak of Your name to all people and all to
whom we meet.  For only in You is there salvation and hope for eternity.  In
Your name we pray, Amen.
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Peter Heals the Lame Man
Acts 3-4


 


Would you be able to help someone who couldn’t walk?
Would you be able to make him walk again? Peter was able to
do that in today’s lesson. How could he do that? Let’s find out.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send Your Holy Spirit into my heart
through Your Word that we are about to study. Help me to learn
about preaching Your name to others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Acts 3-4


Now Peter and John went up
together to the temple at the hour of
prayer, the ninth hour. {2} And a certain
man lame from his mother's womb was
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful, to
ask alms from those who entered the
temple; {3} who, seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple, asked for
alms. {4} And fixing his eyes on him, with
John, Peter said, "Look at us." {5} So he
gave them his attention, expecting to
receive something from them.


{6} Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I
do not have, but what I do have I give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk." {7} And he
took him by the right hand and lifted him
up, and immediately his feet and ankle
bones received strength. {8} So he, leaping
up, stood and walked and entered the
temple with them; walking, leaping, and
praising God. {9} And all the people saw
him walking and praising God. {10} Then
they knew that it was he who sat begging
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple;
and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to


him. 
( paraphrase) As the lame man who


was healed held on to Peter and John, all
the people ran together to them greatly
amazed. When Peter saw it, he responded
to the people, "Men of Israel, why do you
marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us,
as though by our own power or godliness
we had made this man walk? Jesus, whom
you delivered up and killed and whom
God raised from the dead, we are
witnesses of Him. His name and through
faith in His name, has made this man
strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the
faith which comes through Him has given
him this perfect soundness in the presence
of you all. "


 "Repent and be converted. Think of
the writings of Moses, Samuel and all the
prophets which tell of a Prophet who is
Jesus. Anyone who does not listen to those
words that Jesus is the only way of
salvation will go to hell at the end of the
world."


(Acts 4)  Now as they spoke to the
people, the priests, the captain of the
temple, and the Sadducees came upon
them, {2} being greatly disturbed that they
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taught the people and preached in Jesus
the resurrection from the dead. {3} And
they laid hands on them, and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was
already evening. {4} However, many of
those who heard the word believed; and
the number of the men came to be about
five thousand. 


{5} And it came to pass, on the next
day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, {6}
as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas,
John, and Alexander, and as many as
were of the family of the high priest, were
gathered together at Jerusalem. {7} And
when they had set them in the midst, they
asked, "By what power or by what name
have you done this?" 


{8} Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people
and elders of Israel ... let it be known to you
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead, by Him this man stands
here before you whole. {11} "This is the
'stone which was rejected by you builders,
which has become the chief cornerstone.'
{12} "Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be
saved." 


{13} Now when they saw the
boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated
and untrained men, they marveled. And
they realized that they had been with
Jesus. {14} And seeing the man who had
been healed standing with them, they
could say nothing against it. {15} But when
they had commanded them to go aside


out of the council, they conferred among
themselves, {16} saying, "What shall we do
to these men? For, indeed, that a notable
miracle has been done through them is
evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and
we cannot deny it. {17} "But so that it
spreads no further among the people, let
us severely threaten them, that from now
on they speak to no man in this name."


{18} And they called them and
commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus. {19} But Peter
and John answered and said to them,
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you more than to God, you judge.
{20} "For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard." 


{21} So when they had further
threatened them, they let them go, finding
no way of punishing them, because of the
people, since they all glorified God for
what had been done. {22} For the man
was over forty years old on whom this
miracle of healing had been performed.


{23} And being let go, they went to
their own companions and reported all
that the chief priests and elders had said to
them. {24} So when they heard that, they
raised their voice to God with one
accord...


{31} And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled
together was shaken; and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke
the word of God with boldness. 


{32} Now the multitude of those who
believed were of one heart and one soul;
neither did anyone say that any of the
things he possessed was his own, but they
had all things in common...


Outer Aim - God gave Peter the gift of healing and the boldness to preach and
to spread the message of the Word of God.
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What the Story Tells Us  - Match the following questions with the answers from the
story.


1. _____ What was wrong with the man in the temple? 


2. _____ What two things had the lame man been healed
from through the power of Christ? 


3. _____ How did the lame man show his thankfulness? 


4. _____ To whom did Peter give the credit for this miracle? 


5. _____ What two things did Peter tell the people to do in
order for their sins to be taken away? 


6. _____ Who did not like what Peter and John were
preaching? 


7. _____ What did they do to Peter and John? 


8. _____ What did they tell Peter and John not to do
anymore? 


9. _____ Peter and John refused to listen to the church
leaders but kept on preaching the Gospel.  How did
they preach the word of God? 


10. _____ Who gave them the strength to preach the Word of
God? 


A. Walking, leaping,
and praising God.


B. The priest and
Sadducees.


C. With boldness.


D. He was lame.


E. Not to preach the
name of Jesus.


F. Arrested them and
put them in jail.


G. Spiritual and
physical disease.


H. Jesus.


I. Repent and
believe.


J. The Holy Spirit.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the passage and discuss the following. Use your
story above to find the passage from Acts 4.


Matthew 10:32-33 -  Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, 


him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.


< When we read this passage, we realize the importance of speaking out about Jesus. 


< Can you think of times in your future when you may have to speak out for Jesus? 


< Each of the class think of one situation and share it.


< Circle Acts 4:12. That could be a good start for a possible message of salvation.


Inner Aim - Since we have been healed from the disease of sin, we should
desire to spread this message of salvation.
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Your Turn - Find the words from the story in the WORD SEARCH below.


G O N F I D E N C D T H
D O T O K R E T E P R O
I P S P I R H O L R E L
A T E P T T H A N K S Y
J Y R R E I A R P R N S
D T E M P L E V V E A P
Y L P I A J P E L M H I
T E P R A I S E P A T R
P L E I T N O J L L S I
S A L V A Y H O L A H T
H O J P S O G H G O S P
E C N E D I F N O C E R


Passages


Ps. 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify


Me.


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #360 v. 1, 2, 6, 7


Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!


My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thro’ all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.


See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain;
His soul was once an offering made 
For every soul of man.


Glory to God and praise and love
Be ever, ever given
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heaven. Amen.


LAME


GOSPEL


HOLY SPIRIT


PETER


SALVATION


CONFIDENCE


JOHN


THANKS


JAIL


REPENTANCE


PRAISE


TEMPLE







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Peter Heals the Lame Man - Level 4      9/13/02


Peter Heals the Lame Man
Acts 3-4


 


Would you be able to help someone who couldn’t walk?
Would you be able to make them walk again? Peter was able to
do that in today’s lesson. How could he do that? Let’s find out.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Please send your Holy Spirit into my heart
through Your Word that we are about to study. Help me to be
learn about preaching Your name to others. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.


The Story - Acts 3-4


Now Peter and John went up together
to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth
hour. {2} And a certain man lame from his
mother's womb was carried, whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered
the temple; {3} who, seeing Peter and John
about to go into the temple, asked for alms.
{4} And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter
said, "Look at us." {5} So he gave them his
attention, expecting to receive something
from them.


{6} Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do
not have, but what I do have I give you: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up
and walk." {7} And he took him by the right
hand and lifted him up, and immediately his
feet and ankle bones received strength. {8}
So he, leaping up, stood and walked and
entered the temple with them; walking,
leaping, and praising God. {9} And all the


people saw him walking and praising God.
{10} Then they knew that it was he who sat
begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the


temple; and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him. 


( paraphrase) The lame man who was
healed held on to Peter and John; all the
people ran together to them greatly amazed.
When Peter saw it, he responded to the
people, "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at
this? Or why look so intently at us, as though
by our own power or godliness we had made
this man walk? Jesus, whom you delivered up
and killed and whom God raised from the
dead, we are witnesses of Him. His name and
through faith in His name, has made this man
strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the
faith which comes through Him has given him
this perfect soundness in the presence of you
all. "


 "Repent and be converted. Think of


the writings of Moses, Samuel and all the
prophets which tell of a Prophet who is Jesus.
Anyone who does not listen to those words


that Jesus is the only way of salvation will go
to hell at the end of the world."


(Acts 4)  Now as they spoke to the
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people, the priests, the captain of the temple,
and the Sadducees came upon them, {2}
being greatly disturbed that they taught the
people and preached in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. {3} And they laid
hands on them, and put them in custody until
the next day, for it was already evening. {4}
However, many of those who heard the
word believed; and the number of the men
came to be about five thousand. 


{5} And it came to pass, on the next


day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, {6} as
well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John,
and Alexander, and as many as were of the
family of the high priest, were gathered
together at Jerusalem. {7} And when they had
set them in the midst, they asked, "By what
power or by what name have you done
this?" 


{8} Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders
of Israel ... let it be known to you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified,


whom God raised from the dead, by Him this
man stands here before you whole. {11} "This is
the 'stone which was rejected by you
builders, which has become the chief
cornerstone.' {12} "Nor is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must
be saved." 


{13} Now when they saw the boldness
of Peter and John, and perceived that they
were uneducated and untrained men, they
marveled. And they realized that they had
been with Jesus. {14} And seeing the man
who had been healed standing with them,
they could say nothing against it. {15} But
when they had commanded them to go


aside out of the council, they conferred
among themselves, {16} saying, "What shall
we do to these men? For, indeed, that a
notable miracle has been done through them
is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and
we cannot deny it. {17} "But so that it spreads
no further among the people, let us severely
threaten them, that from now on they speak
to no man in this name."


{18} And they called them and
commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus. {19} But Peter and
John answered and said to them, "Whether it
is right in the sight of God to listen to you more
than to God, you judge. {20} "For we cannot
but speak the things which we have seen
and heard." 


{21} So when they had further
threatened them, they let them go, finding no
way of punishing them, because of the
people, since they all glorified God for what
had been done. {22} For the man was over
forty years old on whom this miracle of
healing had been performed.


{23} And being let go, they went to
their own companions and reported all that
the chief priests and elders had said to them.
{24} So when they heard that, they raised their
voice to God with one accord...


{31} And when they had prayed, the


place where they were assembled together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God
with boldness. 


{32} Now the multitude of those who
believed were of one heart and one soul;
neither did anyone say that any of the things
he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common...


Outer Aim - God gave Peter the gift of healing and the boldness to preach
and to spread the message of the Word of God.







New Testament 3  Peter Heals Lame Man  - Level 4


What the Story Tells Us  - Answer the following questions from the lesson.


1. What was wrong with the man in the temple? 


2. What two things had the lame man been healed from through the power of Christ? 


3. How did the lame man show his thankfulness? 


4. To whom did Peter give the credit for this miracle? 


5. What two things did Peter tell the people to do in order for their sins to be taken


away? 


6. Who did not like what Peter and John were preaching? 


7. What did they do to Peter and John? 


8. What did they tell Peter and John not to do anymore? 


9. Peter and John refused to listen to the church leaders but kept on preaching the


Gospel.  How did they preach the word of God? 


10. Who gave them the strength to preach the Word of God? 


Your Turn - Discuss the following questions. Use your Bible to help answer them.


1. From what great disease in our lives has our Great Physician healed us?


2. What did God do for us that would heal us from this horrible disease?


3. What should we want to do for God because of this wonderful gift of healing He has
given us?


4. Who put Jesus on the cross? Why should the answer be us?


5. How do we receive forgiveness from our sins?


6. If we have faith in Jesus, what will be our inheritance at the end of our life?


7. Who does not like to hear the message of the Gospel?
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Read the passage and discuss the statements that follow.
Use your story above to find the passage from Acts 4.


Matthew 10:32-33 -  Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess
before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, 


him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.


< When we read this passage, we realize the importance of speaking out about Jesus. 
< Can you think of times in your future when you may have to speak out for Jesus. 
< Each of the class think of one situation and share it.
< Write down Acts 4:12.  That could be a good start for a possible message of salvation.


Inner Aim - Since we have been healed from the disease of sin, we should
desire to spread this message of salvation.


Passages


Psalm 50:15 -  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Romans 10:17 -  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #360 v. 1-3, 5-7


Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace!


My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thro’ all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.


Jesus! - the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
‘Tis life and health and peace.


Look unto Him, ye nations; own
Your God, ye fallen race,
Look and be saved through faith alone,
Be justified by grace.


See all your sins on Jesus laid;
The Lamb of God was slain;
His soul was once an offering made 
For every soul of man.


Glory to God and praise and love
Be ever, ever given
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heaven. Amen.
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STORY 7/23/2003


Pentecost - Acts 2:1-42


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, I know that by my very best efforts I cannot make my students believe Your saving
truths. But I have great confidence in teaching them Your word, for thereby the Holy Spirit will do His work
of converting human reason to child-like faith in whatever God tells us. Without the work of the Spirit, all our
efforts are in vain. Thank You for the gift of Your Holy Ghost! Amen.


VOCABULARY
Pentecost - The term itself means “fifty”. Originally, it was the name for a Jewish harvest festival which took
place fifty days after the Passover. For us this tenth day after Jesus ascended into heaven is the day on which
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit upon the disciples so that they could effectively spread the Gospel. This same
“festival of the Holy Spirit” is also known among us as Whitsunday (accent on “it”). This term had reference
to “White Sunday,” the day of Pentecost when the candidates for Holy Baptism were dressed in white
gowns.
Devout - Pious, religious, showing reverence.
Proselytes - A person who has been converted from one religion to another.
New Wine - The word used may refer to new, or sweet wine. From its use here we know that it was
recognized to be intoxicating. Third hour of the day: According to our measure of time, 9:00 AM.
Attested - Bear witness, declare to be true or genuine. Acts 2:23: “Him, being delivered by the determined
purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;”.
Also correctly translated: “This man was handed over to you by God*s set purpose and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.”
Patriarch - The father and ruler of a family or tribe, as one of the founders of the ancient Hebrew families.
In the Bible Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob*s twelve sons were patriarchs.
Exalted - Praise, glorify, elevate with honor.
Promise of the Holy Spirit - With reference to the promise to send the Holy Spirit who will cause
unbelieving hearts to believe the truth from God. Isaiah 44: “I will pour My Spirit on your descendants.. .one
will say, ‘I am the Lord*s*; another will write with his hand, ‘The Lord*s.*” Ezekiel 36: “...I will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within you... I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my
statutes. . .“ Acts 2: (Quoting the Prophet Joel) “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh... I will pour out my
Spirit in those days...”.
Exhort - Urge earnestly by advice or warning, strongly admonish.
Perverse - Deviating from what is right or good. Something wrong, improper, corrupt, wicked.
Steadfast - Firm, fixed, settled, not changing, constant.
Breaking of bread - Instead of being sliced, pieces of bread were “broken.” Note the use of this expression
in the account of the Lord*s Supper.


OUTER AIM
Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until He sent the Hold Spirit to them.
Upper - The Holy Spirit was poured out on His believers to enable them to witness about Jesus Christ.


INNER AIM
God, the Holy Spirit, comes to create and strengthen faith through the peaching and teaching of His word.
Upper - The Holy Spirit has called us through baptism and God’s Word to be witnesses for Jesus Christ.
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BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp.461-472)
When we heard about the Ascension of Jesus, we heard Jesus promise to send the Holy Spirit upon His
disciples. Ten days later, as they were gathered together with other followers of Jesus, it happened! The Holy
Spirit came upon them with some miraculous signs: the sound of loud wind, tongues of fire on the heads of the
apostles, and everyone heard them witness God*s truth to them in their very own languages.


Recall the Holy Spirit*s three miracles on the day of Pentecost: He caused the disciples to witness the word of
God in many languages; He gave them courage and faith to witness His word; He caused many people (3000
that day) to believe and to be baptized.
v. 1-13
< The promise to send the Holy Spirit upon the disciples was to enable them to make disciples from all


nations. 
< This outpouring of the Holy Spirit was accompanied with external signs: the sound of a loud wind, tongues


of fire set on the heads of the apostles, and they were able to witness in other tongues (known human
languages).


< The Spirit of God had been active in Old Testament times, indicated by words such as: “the Spirit of the
Lord was upon him.” 


< But now the word would not be confined to God*s Old Testament people in Israel. 
< It was to spread through all the world. Therefore, the emphasis is not on the gift of speaking in tongues, but


on the preaching of the Gospel in words that people could hear in their own languages.
< As a result of this Pentecost miracle of language abilities, mockers accused the disciples of being full of


sweet wine!
v. 14-36
< Peter delivered a sermon wherein he tied what was happening into what the prophet Joel had written about


the pouring out of the Spirit (Joel 3:lff). 
< The work of the Holy Spirit, working in and through the witnessing, preaching, and teaching of the word


from God, would continue until the second coming of Jesus in glory.
< Peter did not dwell upon the signs (tongues) of the Spirit, but underscored the saving work of Jesus who


had been crucified. 
< Peter convicted them of their sin of crucifying the Messiah, the Lord of Glory. But this was all part of God*s


foreordained plan. 
< Through Jesus* suffering and death sinners would be redeemed from sin, ransomed from death, and saved.
< Peter also pointed to the resurrection. 
< In Psalm sixteen God told His people the Lord would not leave “His Holy One” in the grave (hell), nor


would His body see corruption. 
< The resurrection of Jesus was the witness of God that Jesus of Nazareth was His Son, the promised


Messiah. 
< Peter*s sermon contained both law (with reference to sin and death) and Gospel (God*s love in Christ for


all sinners — to redeem, reconcile, and give Life to them).
v. 37-42
< After the sermon a question was asked: “What must we do?” Answer: “Repent and be baptized for the


remission of sins.. for the promise is to you and to your children.” 
< The Holy Spirit worked mightily in the word that was preached, and three thousand souls were added to


the Lord, for they gladly heard His word and were baptized.
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< The believers (the congregation) in Jerusalem were all brought to faith by the Holy Spirit and He joined
them in a unity of faith (fellowship). 


< They are described by the words: “They continued steadfastly in the apostles* doctrine and fellowship, and
in breaking of bread and prayers.” 


< People were amazed by the love of the early Christians who generously shared their daily bread with one
another.


STUDENT PRAYER
Lower: Jesus, You called me to be Your witness. My words cannot make someone believe. Send Your Holy
Spirit to make me a good witness, by sharing Your word with others. By Your word, the Spirit makes believers
out of unbelievers. Amen.


Upper: Dear Father in heaven, thank you for sending Your Holy Spirit to turn our sinful hearts into believing
hearts, cleansed and ready to serve as witnesses. May the Spirit bless my witness of Your word, by working
faith in unbelieving hearts. This is Your good will, Your will be done! In Jesus name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Tell the story with the same emotion and excitement as if you were there. Tell the story in your words, but be
faithful to the account that God wrote through His apostle, Luke.


APPLICATIONS
1. In the explanation to the third article of the Apostles Creed we confess: “I believe that I cannot by my own


reasoning or effort believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by
the Gospel...”


2. How thankful we are that our unbelieving hearts did not turn from the Gift of God which is eternal life
through our Lord Jesus Christ. With the Holy Spirit present in God*s word, He calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies us and the whole Christian Church on earth... and He keeps us in that saving faith through the
word until Jesus comes again in glory to take us Home.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
I Cor. 12:3 - No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 
TLH # 229, Stanza 1: Holy Spirit, hear us On this sacred day; Come to us with blessing, Come with us to stay.


Middle any of the above and...
Romans 8:16 - The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. 
TLH #229, Stanza 2: Come as once Thou camest To the faithful few Patiently awaiting Jesus* promise true.


Upper any of the above and...
Titus 3:5 - According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit. 
TLH #229, Stanzas 3-4: Up to heav*n ascending, Our dear Lord has gone; Yet His little children Leaves He
not alone. To His blessed promise Now in faith we cling. Comforter, most holy, Spread o*er us Thy wing.
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The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


We learned that Jesus had picked some
men, called disciples, for special work.  After
these men saw Jesus go up to heaven, they
stayed in the city of Jerusalem praying and
praising God while they waited for the Holy
Spirit to come to them.  Today we learn how
Jesus kept His promise of the Holy Spirit.


Ten days after Jesus left, the city was
crowded with visitors from all over the world. 
Jesus’ disciples were together in one house.  All
at once, the Holy Spirit came to them with
some wonderful surprises!


First, a loud sound, like a mighty wind,
came from heaven and filled the house.  Next,
a flame, like fire, sat on the head of each of
those gathered in the house.  Then, the
disciples were led by the Holy Spirit to speak in
languages that they had never learned!


Many people heard the strange sound
and hurried toward the house.  They were
surprised to hear the men telling God’s Word in
their languages.


Some men made fun of the disciples,
but Peter stood up and talked about Jesus. 
Peter told those listening that they had killed
God’s promised Savior on the cross. Peter told
them that God raised Jesus from the dead. 
Then God received Jesus into heaven, showing
that Jesus was Ruler over all things.  Peter also
said that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit as He
promised in His Word.


Peter told the men to be truly sorry for
their sins and be baptized in Jesus’ name for
the forgiveness of their sins.


About 3,000 people believed the Word
of God that day and were baptized.  They
kept on learning the Word of God and praying
together.


Passage


“Repent and ... be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” Acts 2:38


Hymn - Hymn 229 v. 1


Holy Spirit, hear us
On this sacred day;
Come to us with blessing,
Come with us to stay.


Prayer
Dear Holy Spirit, 
Thank You for working in my            to believe in
Jesus. 


Please work in the          ‘s of the people that
we tell about Jesus. 


In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


Pentecost
Acts 2:1-42







New Testament 2 Pentecost - Preschool


Classroom Activity - Play “Stand Up” Ask
the children questions from the lesson. If they know
the answer they can stand up. Sample questions
are given below.


Who had gone up into heaven? Jesus


Who did Jesus promise to send? The Holy Spirit


What were the disciples doing while they waited?
Praying and praising God


What sound was heard? Wind


What came on the heads of those in the house? Flames
like fire


What were the disciples able to speak? Other
languages


Why did they need to speak other languages? Many
people from around the world were in Jerusalem


Who spoke to the people about Jesus? Peter


How many people believed and were baptized? About
3000


Classroom Art Activity - Color the
bookmark. 
Optional ideas: decorate with glitter glue, buttons,
stickers, back with construction paper, laminate,
add ribbon. 





The Holy Spirit 


comes into our heart


through God’s Word







New Testament 3 Pentecost - Preschool


Draw and color a flame on the head of each of those waiting for the Holy Spirit. 
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Pentecost
Acts 2:1-42







New Testament 2 Pentecost - Level 1


The Story
We learned that Jesus had


picked some men, called
disciples, for special work.  After
these men saw Jesus go up to
heaven, they stayed in the city
praying and praising God while
they waited for the Holy Spirit to
come to them.  Today we learn
how Jesus kept His promise.


Ten days after Jesus left, the
city was crowded with visitors
from all over the world.  Jesus’
disciples were together in one
house.  All at once, the Holy Spirit
came to them with some
wonderful surprises!


First, a loud sound, like a
mighty wind, came from heaven
and filled the house.  Next, a
flame, like fire, sat on the head of
each man.  Then, the disciples
were led by the Holy Spirit to
speak in languages that they had
never learned!


Many people heard the


strange sound and hurried toward
the house.  They were surprised to
hear the men telling God’s Word
in their languages.


Some men made fun of the
disciples, but Peter stood up and
talked about Jesus.  Peter told
those listening that they had killed
God’s promised Savior on the
cross. Peter told them that God
raised Jesus from the dead.  Then
God received Jesus into heaven,
showing that Jesus was Ruler over
all things.  Peter also said that
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit as He
promised in His Word.


Peter told the men to be
truly sorry for their sins and be
baptized in Jesus’ name for the
forgiveness of their sins.


About 3,000 people
believed the Word of God that
day and were baptized.  They
kept on learning the Word of God
and praying together.


Activity One - Draw and color a flame on the head of each disciple on page 1.


Passages
Peter said, 


“Repent (be sorry for your sins), and ... be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission (forgiveness)


of sins.” Acts 2:38


The Third Article: I believe in the Holy Ghost.
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Review - Color the arrow          below in red if the sentence tells what happened on
Pentecost. Don’t color the arrow if the event did not happen on the day the Holy Spirit
came. 


Jesus died on the cross.


Jesus arose from the
dead.


Jesus went up into
heaven.


A sound like wind came
from heaven and filled
the house.


Flames like fire sat on the
believers’ heads.


Jesus’ disciples told about
Jesus in different
languages.


Peter preached about
Jesus.


Many people believed in
Jesus.


Many people were
baptized.


Jesus came back to
earth.


Hymn - Hymn 229 v. 1


Holy Spirit, hear us
On this sacred day;
Come to us with blessing,
Come with us to stay.


Prayer
Dear Holy Spirit, Thank You for working in my              to believe in


Jesus. Please work in          ‘s  the people that we tell about Jesus. In Jesus’ 


name we pray. Amen.
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Pentecost
Acts 2:1-42
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The Story


We learned that Jesus had
picked some men to do special
work.  After these apostles had seen
Jesus ascend into heaven, they
stayed in Jerusalem praying and
praising God while they waited for
the Holy Spirit to come to them. 
Today we will learn what happened
when Jesus kept His promise.


Ten days after Jesus ascended,
the city was crowded with visitors
from all over the world.  They had
come to praise God on the church
holiday called Pentecost.  The
apostles were meeting together in a
house.  Suddenly, the Holy Spirit
came to them with some wonderful
signs.  The sound of a rushing, mighty
wind came from heaven and filled
their house, Next, a fire-like flame sat
on the head of each apostle.  Then,
the Holy Spirit led them to speak
God’s Word in languages that they
never knew before.


Many people in the city heard
the strange sound and hurried
toward the house where the
apostles were.  How surprised they
were to hear the good news about
the forgiveness of sins in the
language of their country!


Some men made fun of the
apostles.  Then Peter stood up and
told them about Jesus and the Holy
Spirit.  He told them that they had
killed God’s Son, the promised Savior
from sin, but that God had raised


Him from the dead.  Then He
received Jesus back into heaven
and gave Him all power in heaven
and on earth.  Now He sent the Holy
Spirit as He promised through the
prophet Joel.  Peter told them to be
sorry for their sins and to be baptized
in Jesus’ name for the forgiveness of
sins.  They would also receive the
Holy Spirit.


About 3,000 people repented
and were baptized.  They kept on
learning the Word of God and
praying together. 


Activity One - Draw and color a
flame on the head of each apostle.


Review - Put these signs of the Holy
Spirit’s coming in 1, 2, 3 order.


_____ The apostles spoke in other
languages.


_____ The wind-like sound came.


_____ The fire-like flames sat on
their heads.







New Testament 3 Pentecost - Level 2


Activity Two - Mark an “X” by all the correct answers.


1. Why was Jerusalem crowded with people?
(     ) They came to be counted
(     ) They came to hear Peter preach.
(     ) They came for the Pentecost holiday.


2. What signs did God send with the Holy Spirit?
(     ) A wind-like sound was heard.
(     ) The apostles did miracles.
(     ) Fire-like flames sat on the apostles.
(     ) The apostles spoke different languages.


3. What happened after Peter preached to the people?
(     ) Many people believed God’s Word.
(     ) Many people were baptized.
(     ) The believers kept learning God’s Word.
(     ) The believers kept praying together.


Passages
“The Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.” 


Acts 2:32
Why did Peter tell the people that the apostles had seen Jesus alive?


“Repent, and ... be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of sins.” Acts. 2:38


What does it mean to repent?
What gift do people receive when they are baptized?


“No man can say Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.”
1 Corinthians 12:3


Who made you to believe in Jesus as your Savior from sin?


The Third Article: I believe in the Holy Ghost.
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Activity Three - Use the words and numbers in the box to help fill in these blanks.


The apostles waited in ________________________ for the ____________


_______________ to come to them. On ________________________ there was a


_______________ like wind, flames like _______________ on their heads, and 


they could speak _________’___  ________________ in different


______________________.  When many people rushed to them, ______________


preached ________________ to them. About __,000 people believed and were


____________________. They kept ____________________, ___________________,


and __________________________ the Word of God.


Hymn - Hymn 229 v. 1


Holy Spirit, hear us
On this sacred day;
Come to us with blessing,
Come with us to stay.


Prayer


Dear Holy Spirit,
Thank You for opening our hearts to believe in Jesus as our Savior. When we
tell others about Jesus’ love for them, work in God’s Word to open their hearts
to believe also. Come to each of us when we study Your Word to keep us
ready when Jesus calls us to heaven. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.


baptized Jesus praying sound fire 4
God’s languages Pentecost Holy Peter 3
praising Word studying Jerusalem Spirit 5
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If you were a king and had a special
message to deliver to your people, you
would need messengers.  


Let us see how the Lord chose His messengers
to deliver His special message.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, send us Your Holy
Spirit so that we may hear and learn Your
truths as You have shown them to us in Your
holy Word.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Acts 2:1-42
Tell the story in your own words or read the selection together.


When the Day of Pentecost
had fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place. {2} And
suddenly there came a sound from
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind,
and it filled the whole house where
they were sitting. {3} Then there
appeared to them divided tongues,
as of fire, and one sat upon each of
them. {4} And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance. 


{5} And there were dwelling in


Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under heaven. {6} And
when this sound occurred, the
multitude came together, and were
confused, because everyone heard
them speak in his own language. {7}
Then they were all amazed and
marveled, saying to one another,
"Look, are not all these who speak
Galileans? {8} And how is it that we
hear, each in our own language in
which we were born? {9} Parthians
and Medes and Elamites, those
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea


Pentecost
Acts 2:1-42







New Testament  2 Pentecost - Level 3


and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
{10} Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya adjoining
Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both
Jews and proselytes, {11} Cretans
and Arabs; we hear them speaking
in our own tongues the wonderful
works of God." 


{12} So they were all amazed
and perplexed, saying to one
another, "Whatever could this
mean?" 


{13} Others mocking said, "They
are full of new wine." 


{14} But Peter, standing up with
the eleven, raised his voice and said
to them, "Men of Judea and all who
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known
to you, and heed my words. {15} For
these are not drunk, as you suppose,
since it is only the third hour of the
day. 


{16} But this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel: {17} And it shall
come to pass in the last days, says
God, That I will pour out of My Spirit
on all flesh; Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old
men shall dream dreams. {18} And
on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit
in those days; And they shall
prophesy. {19} I will show wonders in
heaven above And signs in the earth
beneath: Blood and fire and vapor
of smoke. {20} The sun shall be turned
into darkness, And the moon into
blood, Before the coming of the
great and awesome day of the


LORD. {21} And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of
the LORD Shall be saved.' 


{22} "Men of Israel, hear these
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man
attested by God to you by miracles,
wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know; {23} "Him,
being delivered by the determined
purpose and foreknowledge of God,
you have taken by lawless hands,
have crucified, and put to death;
{24} "whom God raised up, having
loosed the pains of death, because
it was not possible that He should be
held by it. 


{25} "For David says concerning
Him: 'I foresaw the LORD always
before my face, For He is at my right
hand, that I may not be shaken. {26}
Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my
tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh
also will rest in hope. {27} For You will
not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will
You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption. {28} You have made
known to me the ways of life; You will
make me full of joy in Your
presence.' 


{29} "Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his tomb is with us to this
day. {30} "Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the
fruit of his body, according to the
flesh, He would raise up the Christ to
sit on his throne, {31} "he, foreseeing
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this, spoke concerning the
resurrection of the Christ, that His soul
was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh
see corruption. {32} "This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses. {33} "Therefore being
exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see
and hear. 


{34} "For David did not ascend
into the heavens, but he says himself:
'The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit at My
right hand, {35} Till I make Your
enemies Your footstool."' 


{36} "Therefore let all the house
of Israel know assuredly that God has
made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ." 


{37} Now when they heard this,
they were cut to the heart, and said
to Peter and the rest of the apostles,


 "Men and brethren, what shall we
do?" 


{38} Then Peter said to them,
"Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. {39}
"For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will
call." 


{40} And with many other words
he testified and exhorted them,
saying, "Be saved from this perverse
generation." {41} Then those who
gladly received his word were
baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them.
{42} And they continued steadfastly
in the apostles' doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers.


Recalling Details
1. Why were the believers gathered together in Jerusalem?


2. What had Jesus promised He would send to them?


3. In what two ways did the Holy Spirit show that He was present?
(sound and sight)


4. What special gift did He give to the believers?


5. How were the believers to use this gift?


6.  How did some unbelievers explain this gift?
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7. What did Peter accuse his listeners of having done?


8. What did the people ask Peter?


9. What did Peter tell them to do?


10. How many souls did the Holy Spirit add to the Church?


What the Story Tells Us
The Holy Spirit is given to us so we may witness to others about Jesus Christ.


Matching - Place the letter of the phrase from the box that best completes each
sentence. 


1. The disciples were gathered for the
Feast of ______.


2. _____ appeared over the disciples’
heads.


3. The disciples were able to speak
_____.


4. The people heard the disciples
talking about ____.


5. Peter said the men of Israel had taken Jesus and _____.


6. _____ brings people to faith in Jesus Christ.


Discussion


What is the “special message” that King Jesus wants you to deliver to others?


A. crucified Him


B. different languages


C. the wonderful works of God


D. The Holy Spirit


E. Pentecost


F. Tongues of fire
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What God Tells Us
The Holy Spirit has called us through baptism and God’s Word to be witnesses
for Jesus Christ.


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the work of the Holy Spirit in our
lives.


I Cor. 12:3b – No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.


Acts 2:38 – Repent, and … be baptized… and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.


Mark 16:16 – He who believes and is baptized will be saved.


Hymn
Sing or read Hymn 229: 1-4.  Notice that the hymn retells our lesson.


Prayer


Dear Jesus our heavenly King, we thank You for sending Your Holy Spirit to Your
disciples of long ago.  We also thank You for sending us the same Holy Spirit so
that we too can be witnesses for You.  Bless our efforts to spread Your message
of salvation so the Holy Spirit may add more souls to the Church. Amen
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Answers


Recalling Details
1. Why were the believers gathered together in Jerusalem?- To celebrate the Feast of


Pentecost
2. What had Jesus promised He would send to them?- The Holy Spirit
3. In what two ways did the Holy Spirit show that He was present?


(sound and sight)- The sound of a mighty wind; appeared a tongues of fire
4. What special gift did He give to the believers?- To speak in other languages
5. How were the believers to use this gift?- To speak God’s Word
6.  How did some unbelievers explain this gift?- The disciples were drunk
7. What did Peter accuse his listeners of having done?- Crucified Jesus Christ
8. What did the people ask Peter?- What shall we do?
9. What did Peter tell them to do?- Repent and be baptized
10.      How many souls did the Holy Spirit add to the Church?- 3000


Matching


1. E
2. F
3. B
4. C
5. A
6. D
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Have you ever heard of anyone speak of a “burning
desire” to say or do something?


Burning usually gives the sense of urgency.  Let’s find
out what urgent desire the Lord would have us
carry out.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, we know it is through the
Holy Spirit that we have been brought to saving
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  We also know it is this
same Spirit that gives us both the desire and ability
to witness to others about Jesus.  Please grant us the
courage and strength to rely on the Holy Spirit as we
seek out witness opportunities as your apostles did.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.


The Story - Acts 2:1-42


When the Day of Pentecost had fully
come, they were all with one accord in
one place. {2} And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where
they were sitting. {3} Then there appeared
to them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them. {4} And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance. 


{5} And there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every
nation under heaven. {6} And when this


sound occurred, the multitude came
together, and were confused, because
everyone heard them speak in his own
language. {7} Then they were all amazed
and marveled, saying to one another,
"Look, are not all these who speak
Galileans? {8} And how is it that we hear,
each in our own language in which we
were born? {9} Parthians and Medes and
Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
{10} Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the
parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, {11}


Pentecost
Acts 2:1-42
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Cretans and Arabs; we hear them
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful
works of God." 


{12} So they were all amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another,
"Whatever could this mean?" 


{13} Others mocking said, "They are
full of new wine." {14} But Peter, standing
up with the eleven, raised his voice and
said to them, "Men of Judea and all who
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, and heed my words. {15} For these are
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only
the third hour of the day. 


{16} But this is what was spoken by
the prophet Joel: {17} And it shall come to
pass in the last days, says God, That I will
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old men
shall dream dreams. {18} And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will
pour out My Spirit in those days; And they
shall prophesy. {19} I will show wonders in
heaven above And signs in the earth
beneath: Blood and fire and vapor of
smoke. {20} The sun shall be turned into
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before
the coming of the great and awesome
day of the LORD. {21} And it shall come to
pass That whoever calls on the name of
the LORD Shall be saved.' 


{22} "Men of Israel, hear these words:
Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God
to you by miracles, wonders, and signs
which God did through Him in your midst,
as you yourselves also know; {23} "Him,
being delivered by the determined
purpose and foreknowledge of God, you
have taken by lawless hands, have
crucified, and put to death; {24} "whom


God raised up, having loosed the pains of
death, because it was not possible that He
should be held by it. 


{25} "For David says concerning Him:
'I foresaw the LORD always before my face,
For He is at my right hand, that I may not
be shaken. {26} Therefore my heart
rejoiced, and my tongue was glad;
Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. {27}
For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor
will You allow Your Holy One to see
corruption. {28} You have made known to
me the ways of life; You will make me full of
joy in Your presence.' 


{29} "Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David,
that he is both dead and buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. {30} "Therefore,
being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that of the
fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He
would raise up the Christ to sit on his
throne, {31} "he, foreseeing this, spoke
concerning the resurrection of the Christ,
that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did
His flesh see corruption. {32} "This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
{33} "Therefore being exalted to the right
hand of God, and having received from
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and
hear. 


{34} "For David did not ascend into
the heavens, but he says himself: 'The LORD
said to my Lord, "Sit at My right hand, {35}
Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."' 


{36} "Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ." 


{37} Now when they heard this, they
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were cut to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" 


{38} Then Peter said to them,
"Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. {39} "For the promise is
to you and to your children, and to all who
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God
will call." 


{40} And with many other words he
testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be
saved from this perverse generation." {41}
Then those who gladly received his word
were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them. {42}
And they continued steadfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.


Recalling Details
1. For what festival had the believers gathered?


2. With what sound did the Holy Spirit come?


3. In what form did the Holy Spirit appear?


4. What special gift did the apostles receive?


5. For what was this gift used?


6. How did the mockers explain this gift?


7. Of what sin did Peter accuse his listeners?


8. How did Peter explain God’s “Holy One” not seeing corruption?


9. What was Peter’s response to the question, “What shall we do?”


10. What was promised to all who repented and were baptized?
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11. What was the visible result of Peter’s sermon?


12. Who gets the credit for adding to the church?


What the Story Tells Us
The Holy Spirit was poured out on His believers to enable them to witness
about Jesus Christ.


Review - Mark each statement as (T)rue or (F)alse.  Cross out the word that makes the
statement incorrect and correct it.


1. _____  The apostles did not know that the Holy Spirit was going to be given to them.


2. _____  We should not expect the same outward signs of the Spirit’s coming
that the apostles had.


3. _____  We can bring others to faith.


4. _____  Unbelievers should be shown they are sinful and need a Savior 
before we present the Gospel to them.


5. _____  We should trust that the Holy Spirit will give us the right words to say
when we witness to others.


6. _____  If a baby is baptized the Holy Spirit will enter his heart when he is older
and can confess his sin’s.


7. _____  We can know if someone is a true believer or not.


What God Tells Us
The Holy Spirit has called us through baptism and God’s Word to be witnesses
for Jesus Christ.


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the work of the Holy Spirit in us.


I Cor. 12:3 b - No one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
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Rom. 8:16 -  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.


Titus 3:5b – According to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration and the
renewing of the Holy Spirit.


Hymn
Read or sing Hymn 224:1-3.  See if you can tell in your own words what we are asking the Holy
Spirit to do.  


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, thank You for sending Your Holy Spirit to turn our sinful hearts into
believing hearts, cleansed and ready to serve as witnesses.  May the Spirit bless my witness of
Your Word, by working faith in unbelieving hearts.  This is Your good will, Your will be done!  In
Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Answers


Recalling Details
1. For what festival had the believers gathered? – The feast of Pentecost
2. With what sound did the Holy Spirit come? – A rushing, mighty wind
3. In what form did the Holy Spirit appear? – Divided tongues, as of fire
4. What special gift did the apostles receive? – To speak in other languages
5. For what was this gift used? – To speak God’s Word
6. How did the mockers explain this gift? – They are full of new wine (drunk)
7. Of what sin did Peter accuse his listeners? – Crucifying Jesus, the Lord and Christ
8. How did Peter explain God’s “Holy One” not seeing corruption? – Jesus rose from the


dead and reascended to God’s right hand
9. What was Peter’s response to the question, “What shall we do?” – Repent, and let every


one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
10. What was promised to all who repented and were baptized? – Remission of sins and


the Holy Spirit
11. What was the visible result of Peter’s sermon? – Three thousand souls were added to


the church
12. Who gets the credit for adding to the church? – The Lord added to the church


(through the work of the Holy Spirit)


Review - True or False – Words in parentheses should be removed, similar words to those in
bold should be added.
1. __F___  The apostles did (not) know that the Holy Spirit was going to be given to them.
2. __T___  We should not expect the same outward signs of the Spirit’s coming that the
apostles had.
3. __F___ ( We) can bring others to faith. – The Holy Spirit
4. __T____  Unbelievers should be shown they are sinful and need a Savior  before we present
the Gospel to them.
5. __T___  We should trust that the Holy Spirit will give us the right words to say when we


witness to others.
6. ___F__  If a baby is baptized the Holy Spirit will enter his heart (when he is older and can


confess his sin’s.)
7. ___F__  (We) can know if someone is a true believer or not. – Only God    
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