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STORY 7/23/2003


The Good Samaritan  - Luke 10:25-37


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, this parable also speaks to me about loving my neighbor.  You have shown to me such 
great love by sending Jesus to be my Savior from sin.  You saw my need and performed all that was 
needed to meet my needs.  Help me to have a thankful heart that seeks to love You and my neighbor 
with such a great love as You have shown to me.  Help me to recognize my neighbor in my students, in 
the people who live around me, in the people of my country and anyone who lives in this world.  Keep 
me from being prejudiced against anyone in any way.  Guard my tongue, guide my hands, and kindle 
my heart to do whatever will meet the needs of those around me.  This I ask, trusting in Jesus who has 
done so much for me. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Lawyer - the same as a scribe; someone who studied the Law of God enough for people to consider 
him an expert in it.
Wanting to justify himself - the lawyer wanted to show off how much he knew and how well he had 
kept the law.
Jerusalem to Jericho - the second is 15 miles northeast of the first and 1,575 feet lower.
Levite -  a member of the tribe of Levi who served in the temple, probably as a teacher.
Samaritan -  a person who lived in Samaria, the region between Judea and Galilee.  These people were 
descendants of a mix of Jews and heathens.  Their religious beliefs, though they contained some of the 
Scripture, also mixed in heathen beliefs.  The Jews despised them, holding a deep prejudice against 
them.


OUTER AIM
Jesus showed how a man was a neighbor to a stranger.


INNER AIM
God’s love prompts us to love all men as neighbors.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 230-236)
A parable is an earthly story with a spiritual meaning.  Because it is easier to learn from examples and 
concrete illustrations, Jesus used events and pictures from daily life to make His point.  This parable is 
a practical one illustrating, “Who is my neighbor?”
Luke 10:25
< The leaders of the Jewish people were often trying to trap Jesus in what He said, rather than actually


trying to learn from Him.  This is another of those occasions.  
< The question contradicts itself, because an inheritance is not usually earned, but rather a gift.  But Jesus


overlooks that issue because He wanted to help this lawyer grow, not embarrass him.
v. 26
< Jesus, knowing the man considered himself an expert on the law of God, asked him to answer the


question.
v. 27
< The Lawyer quotes from the Scriptures: Lev. 19:18 and, with a little enhancement, Deut. 6:5. 
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v. 28
< Jesus agreed that by following the Law of God exactly, a person can live just as Lev. 18:5 says. 
< But Jesus hoped that the man would realize that no one can keep the Law perfectly.


v. 29
< But the lawyer then wanted to justify asking the first question.  
< Perhaps he hoped that either Jesus would answer wrongly or that he himself would be shown to be a true


keeper of the law.  So he asked, "Who is my neighbor?"
v. 30
< Jesus answers with a parable, a story to illustrate a moral or religious message.  
< Concrete examples teach better than abstract thoughts or phrases.
< Jesus describes someone in serious need.  Because of the location, the man likely was a Jew whom the


thieves robbed and left wounded for dead, though Scripture doesn't say.
v. 31
< By coincidence, yet God works in all things (Acts 15:18), though this is a story, a priest came along the


road. 
< A priest was definitely a teacher and servant of God's Word.  He surely should have known how to do


the right thing before God and man.  
< But, whether in fear of the robbers or just being selfish, the priest went to the opposite side of the road in


order to go around the dying man.  No sign of mercy there.
v. 32
< In the same way, a Levite, also a servant and teacher of the Law of God, should have done better, but


also, avoided any contact with the dying man.
v. 33
< A Samaritan man was traveling there and came to the place where the man was.  
< Samaritans were despised by the Jews as people not having true and pure religion, as being heathens and


unworthy of respect.  
< This man, unlearned though he was in the law of God, had genuine compassion on the man.  
< He didn't just have pity, utter an "Oh my, that's too bad," and walk on.
v. 34
< He went to the man where he was and helped him in his need.  
< Using the medicine of his day, he patched the wounds and brought him to safety where he could take care


of the man himself.
v. 35
< And even though he had to continue his journey, the Samaritan paid money for their night's stay as well as


how ever long it took the man to recover.  He made sure that the wounded man would be taken care of
well.


v. 36
< Then Jesus asked the lawyer his own question.  Which of the three treated the wounded man as his


neighbor?
v. 37
< The Lawyer, unwilling even to say the word "Samaritan," described him as the one who showed mercy. 
< Jesus then replied in effect, if you consider yourself an expert of the law, then don't be just a reader and


teacher of the law, you also need to perform the mercy behind the law.
< Law without mercy is a cruel, loveless taskmaster.
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord, this parable also speaks to me about loving my neighbor.  You have shown to me such 
great love by sending Jesus to be my Savior from sin.  You saw my need and performed all that was 
needed to meet my needs.  Help me to have a thankful heart that seeks to love You and my neighbor 
with such a great love as You have shown to me.  Help me to recognize my neighbor in my teacher, in 
my family, in the people who live around me, in the people of my country and anyone who lives in this 
world.  Keep me from being prejudiced against anyone in any way.  Guard my tongue, guide my 
hands, and kindle my heart to do whatever will meet the needs of any and all of my neighbors.  For I 
know that You will enable me to do all that You set before me.  This I ask, trusting in Jesus who has 
done so much for me. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


APPLICATIONS
1. Who then is our neighbor?  Our neighbor is anyone who we see has a need. God created and died for all


people and all people have the same great need for a Savior.  (Gal 3:28. Matt. 28:19)  Discuss prejudice
for that is what the Jews felt towards Samaritans.  Against whom do people today practice prejudice? 
Think both locally and in other countries.  Not only other races, but Christians throughout the world also
face prejudice and persecution.


2. In thanksgiving for how Jesus willingly came to our aid by giving up His life into death for us, we want to
love our neighbors as ourselves, as God asked.  Love goes beyond fine words when we are talking to
others.  It also takes action to help those we love.  And since our neighbor is anyone that we see with a
need, we never lack opportunity to show our thankfulness to God through loving actions towards our
neighbor.  Discuss some ways that God gives us opportunities to love our neighbors.  Some states have
passed "Good Samaritan" laws, encouraging people to help others.


3. The Lawyer believed that he was good enough at keeping the law that he could earn eternal life.  He
wanted to show that off to others by having Jesus acknowledge it.  But Jesus showed him that keeping the
law goes beyond just following the letter of the law.  It extended also to having a heart ready to love, no
matter who received that love.  Show from Luther's explanation to the 5th commandment and others how
this is true.  As we see that we cannot keep the Law of God perfectly, how then do we hope to inherit
eternal life?
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Luke 10:27 - So he answered and said, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself."


Middle any of the above and...
Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
John 15:5 - "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do nothing.”


Upper any of the above and...
Ephesians 2:8-10 -  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.
Matthew 9:13 - But go and learn what this means:”'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.”  For I did not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.


HYMN CHOICES
"That Man a Godly Life Might Live" (TLH 287 1,6,11-12)
"O Holy Spirit, Enter In" (TLH 235 1-3,6-8)
"I Gave my Life for Thee" (TLH 405)
"Soldiers of the Cross, Arise" (TLH 501)
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Jesus often used stories about everyday
life to teach about God and His Kingdom. 
These stories are called parables.  Today we
are going to hear Jesus teaching a parable to
answer this question: “Who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus told this story.


A man was walking down a road. 
Robbers hurt him, and left him lying on the
road very, very hurt.  Soon, a priest or pastor
walked by, but he didn’t want to help the man
lying wounded.  Instead, he walked by on the
other side of the road.  


Next, a helper from the temple or
church came by.  He looked at the wounded
man, and walked by without helping.


Finally, a man from Samaria, a place
that were not friends,  walked up to the injured
man and felt sorry for him.  He stopped, and
bandaged the man’s wounds.  He took him to
an inn, and took care of him there.  The next
day, the Samaritan paid the owner of the inn
to take care of the injured man. 


After Jesus had finished telling this story,
He asked the temple teacher this question: 
“Which of these three men treated the
wounded man as his neighbor?”


The man said, “The one who was kind to
him.”


Jesus said, “Go, and do the same.”


Jesus told a parable about the man
who helped his neighbor.


Jesus wants us to love our neighbor
as ourself.


Passage


“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul with all your strength
and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” Luke 10:27


Hymn - “I Love Jesus” (tune of Are You
Sleeping) Can be a sing and repeat song.


I love Jesus ... This is true ... And I know He loves
me, ...
Loves me too...


Jesus loves me ... This I know ... He is always with
me ...
Where I go...


He’s the Way.. Truth and Life... He is always
near me...
Day and night...


Prayer
Dear Jesus,


Today we heard that we show love for our
neighbor with words and actions. You loved us
so much that You died on the cross to take
away our sins. Now we will live forever with
You! Thank You, Jesus! Please help us to show
love for others by all that we think, say and do.
In Your Name we pray. Amen.
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“You shall love        the Lord your  
God with all your heart, with all  


your soul with all your  
strength and with all  


your mind and  
your neighbor  
as yourself.” 
Luke 10:27 


Classroom Activity - Color in the heart if the sentence is true. Do nothing if the
sentence is false. Decorate the heart at the bottom of the page and cut out. It can be
made into a necklace, magnet or door hanger.


! A man was hurt by robbers.


! The priest helped the man.


! The temple worker helped
the man. 


! The Samaritan helped the
man.


! A neighbor is the person
who lives next door.


! We love our neighbors
because Jesus first loved us.
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37







New Testament             Good Samaritan - Level 12


The Story


Jesus often used stories about
everyday life to teach about God
and His Kingdom.  These stories are
called parables.  Today we are
going to hear Jesus teaching a
parable to answer this question:
“How do we show love to our
neighbor?”


One day, a man who taught in
the temple spoke to Jesus.  He was
trying to trick Jesus into saying
something wrong.  The man asked
Jesus, “What do I have to do to
inherit eternal life?”


Jesus answered, “What is
written in the Bible?”


The man said, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all you mind, and
your neighbor as yourself.”


Jesus said, “You answered
correctly.  Do this, and you will live.”


But the man asked Jesus, “Who
is my neighbor?”  Jesus wanted the
man to know that love for our
neighbor can be seen in our words
and actions.  Jesus told the man this 
story to help him understand.


A man was walking down a
road.  Robbers hurt him, and left him
lying on the road.  Soon, a priest
walked by, but he didn’t want to
help the man lying wounded. 
Instead, he walked by on the other
side of the road.  


Next, a helper from the temple
came by.  He looked at the
wounded man, and walked by
without helping.


Finally, a man from Samaria
walked up to the injured man and
felt sorry for him.  He stopped, and
bandaged the man’s wounds.  He
took him to an inn, and took care of
him there.  The next day, the
Samaritan paid the owner of the inn
to take care of the injured man. 


After Jesus had finished telling
this story, He asked the temple
teacher this question:  “Which of
these three men treated the
wounded man as his neighbor?”


The man said, “The one who
was kind to him.”


Jesus said, “Go, and do the
same.”


Activity One - Color in the heart if the sentence is true. Do nothing if the sentence is
false.


! A man was hurt by robbers.


! The priest helped the man.


! The temple worker helped
the man. 
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! The Samaritan helped the
man.


! A neighbor is the person
who lives next door.


! We love our neighbors
because Jesus first loved us.


Activity Two - Complete the sentence by drawing pictures.


I  should      my neighbor with                       and                     ,    


                  Draw a heart.                                                          Show words.                         Show  actions.


just as Jesus                                             .


                                                                 
Draw a heart with cross..       Draw yourself.


- Draw a picture of something you can say or do to show your love for others.         
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Passage - Write each set of letters in backwards order. You will see a passage from the
story.


__You____    _____________    ____________    __________    ____________    
   uoY llahs     evol                   eht        droL


_________    __________    ___________    _________    __________    
     ruoy          doG      htiw            lla      rouy


______________,    __________    ________    ____________    ___________,
      traeh          htiw              lla           ruoy  luos


__________    ________    ___________    __________________,    
      htiw         lla    ruoy     htgnerts


________    __________    ________    __________    ___________,
     dna       htiw   lla       ruoy   dnim


_______  _________   _________________   ______    ___________________.
    dna    ruoy          robhgien   sa     flesruoy


 Prayer


Dear Jesus,


Today we heard that we show love for our neighbor with words and
actions. You loved us so much that You died on the cross to take
away our sins. Now we will live forever with You! Thank You, Jesus!
Please help us to show love for others by all that we think, say and do.
In Your Name we pray. Amen.
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37
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The Story


Jesus often used stories about
everyday life to teach about God or
His Kingdom.  These stories are called
parables.  Today we are going to
hear Jesus teaching a parable to
answer this question, “How do we
show love to our neighbor?”


One day, an expert in God’s
law spoke to Jesus.  This man thought
that he had loved God and his
neighbor perfectly.  He was also
trying to test Jesus.  The man asked
Jesus, “What do I have to do to
inherit eternal life?”


Jesus asked, “What is written in
the Bible?”


The man said, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and
love your neighbor as yourself.”


Jesus said, “You answered
correctly.  Do this, and you will live.”


But the man was looking for an
excuse for his lack of love.  He asked
Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?”  Jesus
wanted the man to know that loving
our neighbor shows in our words and
actions.  Jesus told the man a story
to help him understand.


A man was walking down a
road from Jerusalem to Jericho. 


Robbers hurt this man, took
everything he had, and left him
dying on the road.  Soon, a priest
walked by, but he didn’t want to
help him.  He walked by on the other
side of the road.  


Next, a Levite, who was a
helper from the temple, came by. 
He looked at the wounded man,
and walked by without helping.


Finally, a Samaritan walked up
to the man.  He felt sorry for him.  He
stopped, put oil and wine on his
wounds, and bandaged them.  He
brought the injured man to an inn,
and took care of him there.  The next
day, the Samaritan paid the owner
to take care of him. 


Later, Jesus finished telling the
parable, He asked the lawyer a
question.  “Which of these three men
treated the wounded man as his
neighbor?”


The man said, “The one who
was kind to him.”


Jesus said, “Go, and do the
same.”
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Review - Complete the crossword
puzzle. 


Across
2. The priest did not____  the


injured man.
4. The good ____ helped the


man.
6. The Samaritan took the man to


an ____.
7. We____ our neighbor because


Jesus first loved us.


Down
1. The Samaritan put wine and


____ on the man’s wounds.
2.    A man was ____ by robbers.
3. An expert in the _____ came to


question Jesus.
5. A ____  is anyone who has a


need.


Activity - Complete  the following sentences and pictures.  Use these words :  


think, say, do.
Jesus loves me!  I can thank Him by loving my neighbor in all I


________________________________________________________ ____________________________


1.


2.


3.


4. 5.


6.


7.
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Bible Passages - Unscramble the words in each line. The first word is given. Use the
words in Luke 10:27 if you need help.  


“You _______________________________________________________________________


God  love Lord the shall your


with ________________________________________________________________________


all  heart   all soul your          with         your


with ________________________________________________________________________


strength    all    your     mind     all       and    with    your


and_______________________________________________________________Luke 10:27


yourself. as neighbor your             


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,


Today we heard that we show love for our neighbor with words
and actions.  You loved us so much that You died on the cross to take
away our sins.  Now we will live forever with You!  Thank You, Jesus! 
Please help us to show love for others by all that we think, say, and
do.  In Your Name we pray.  Amen
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The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37


How many people are helping someone in this
picture?


How else can one help others?


Why do we behave this way?


Prayer


Lord, open Thou our hearts to hear,
And through Thy Word to us draw near;
Let us Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let us Thy children and heirs remain.


The Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37


 And behold, a certain lawyer stood
up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 


{26} He said to him, "What is written in
the law? What is your reading of it?" 


{27} So he answered and said, " 'You
shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your
neighbor as yourself.'" 


{28} And He said to him, "You have
answered rightly; do this and you will live."
{29} But he, wanting to justify himself, said
to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 


{30} Then Jesus answered and said:
"A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him,


and departed, leaving him half dead. {31}
"Now by chance a certain priest came
down that road. And when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. 


{32} "Likewise a Levite, when he
arrived at the place, came and looked,
and passed by on the other side. 


{33} "But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was. And when
he saw him, he had compassion. {34} "So
he went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. 


{35} "On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave
them to the innkeeper, and said to him,
'Take care of him; and whatever more you
spend, when I come again, I will repay
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you.' 
{36} "So which of these three do you


think was neighbor to him who fell among
the thieves?"


 {37} And he said, "He who showed
mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go
and do likewise."


What the Story Tells Us - Show whether the following sentences are true or false by
circling the letters in the True or False column.  The letters you circle complete the sentence
at the bottom of the section.


           True   False
 1.  A  lawyer came to Jesus to learn from Him.          K W
 2.  He needed to learn who his neighbor was. O M
 3.  Jesus told him a parable to help him understand. R S
 4.  The good Samaritan was attacked by thieves. F D
 5.  The thieves stole from and wounded the man. S T
 6.  The priest stopped to help the wounded man. P A
 7.  The Levite showed love for the man. L C
 8.  The Samaritan took the man to his home. J T
 9.  He paid someone to care for the wounded man. I H
10.  A Samaritan showed love for his neighbor by helping him. O F
11.  Jesus used the parable to show how to inherit eternal life. E N
12.  Jesus told the man to love as the Samaritan did. S U


We show love for our neighbor with


__ __ __ __ __   and   __ __ __ __ __ __ __.


Outer Aim
Jesus showed how a man was a neighbor to a stranger.
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What God Tells Us - Love = Action!
How did Jesus show His love for you?  You can thank and praise Him by being a neighbor to
others.  List one way you can show love to each of the neighbors listed below. 


Mom or Dad _____________________________________________________________


Grandparents ____________________________________________________________


Brother or Sister ___________________________________________________________


Classmate ________________________________________________________________


Non-Christian friend _______________________________________________________


Neighbor _________________________________________________________________


A poor family _____________________________________________________________


An orphan in India ________________________________________________________


Inner Aim
God’s love prompts us to love all men as neighbors.


Passages - Fill in the blanks in the passages below. 


Luke 10:27 -  So he ______________ and said, " 'You shall __________  the
__________ your ________ with all your ___________, with all your ___________, 
with all your ____________, and with all your ___________,' and your
________________________ as ___________________.' "


Ephesians 2:8 - For by ___________you have been ____________ through
____________, and that not of ________________; it is the ____________ of
_________, not of _____________, lest anyone should _______________.  For we are
His ____________________, created in Christ Jesus for ___________   _____________,
which God ________________ beforehand that we should ____________in them.
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Galatians 3:28 - There is neither ___________ nor ______________, there is neither
____________ nor ____________, there is neither ____________ nor _____________; for
you are all ______________ in ______________  ________________.


Hymn


Read Hymn 405.  Which verses are most appropriate for today’s lesson?  Why do you
think so?


Your Turn


You spend your Saturdays volunteering at the local nursing home.  Your friend
questions why you are “wasting” your Saturday afternoons.  Use ideas from the
story and Bible passages to answer your friend.


There is a student at school who has been teasing and bullying you all year.  That
student is now struggling with a math assignment that you understood.  How could
you follow the example of the Samaritan.  Why would you do so?


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
You have shown us perfect love by dying on the cross for us.  Because You


took away our sins, we will live eternally with You!  Forgive us when we do not love
our neighbor as You have loved us.  Help us to show love with our words and
actions to those in need.  Help us to see to our neighbor and their needs.  In Your
name we pray.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Good Samaritan - Level 4      7/23/2003


The Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37


How do you define “neighbor”?


When are we to be neighbors to others?


Name some opportunities that you have taken and
missed to be a neighbor to others. 


Prayer


Lord, open Thou our hearts to hear,
And through Thy Word to us draw near;
Let us Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let us Thy children and heirs remain.


The Parable of the Good Samaritan - Luke 10:25-37


 And behold, a certain lawyer stood
up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 


{26} He said to him, "What is written
in the law? What is your reading of it?" 


{27} So he answered and said, " 'You
shall love the LORD your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your
neighbor as yourself.'" 


{28} And He said to him, "You have
answered rightly; do this and you will live."
{29} But he, wanting to justify himself, said
to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 


{30} Then Jesus answered and said:
"A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him,


and departed, leaving him half dead. {31}
"Now by chance a certain priest came
down that road. And when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. 


{32} "Likewise a Levite, when he
arrived at the place, came and looked,
and passed by on the other side. 


{33} "But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was. And when
he saw him, he had compassion. {34} "So
he went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he
set him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. 


{35} "On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave
them to the innkeeper, and said to him,
'Take care of him; and whatever more you







New Testament             Good Samaritan - Level 42


spend, when I come again, I will repay
you.' 


{36} "So which of these three do you
think was neighbor to him who fell among


the thieves?" {37} And he said, "He
who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus
said to him, "Go and do likewise."


Outer Aim
Jesus showed how a man was a neighbor to a stranger.


Recalling Details - Find the answers to the questions in the puzzle.


H K M G L B A N D A G E D Z
K N M H F T E A W M I O P L
J K T C P A L T M X E Q F S
M H T K K A M I G T E S L O
K I S Y C W R R L O H W Q Z
D I E N V A H A L V T M R D
P O I M Y L I M B F G T R K
L T R N I G B A M L N G O W
K E P E H C F S E V E I H T
B Y V L R E Y W A L R C D E
L O S I T K R I L Z T B Y H
L M G Q T L K I X Z S W E I
P C V M H E A R T U D H J Y


1. A __________came to test Jesus.
2. He asked what he should do to ________ eternal life.
3. Jesus directed him to the _________.
4. The man quoted, “Love the Lord your God with all your _________, with all your soul,


with all your _________ and with all your mind.”
5. Jesus shared a __________ with this lawyer.
6. A man was attacked by __________ .
7. The __________and __________passed by on the other side.
8. A ______________ had compassion on him.
9. He _________his wounds and cared for him.
10. The neighbor was the one who showed _________.
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Discussion Questions - Answer these questions from the Bible lesson.


1. How did Jesus direct the lawyer to the law?


2. What did this man think he could do?


3. What was Jesus trying to show this man?  


4. What did the parable show this man?


5. Where does love first come from?


6. How did God show His love for us?


7. How do we respond to this good news?


8. How can we thank God? 


9. How can we praise Him in relation to our neighbor?


Inner Aim
God’s love prompts us to love all men as neighbors.


Passages - Look up the following Bible passages.  Why were these Bible passages chosen
with this story?


Luke 10:27
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John 15:5


Ephesians 2:8-10


Matthew 9:13


Hymn - Look at the following hymns.  Which would you choose for today’s lesson? Why?


Hymn 287: 1,6,11,12  “That Man a Godly Life Might Live”


Hymn 235: 1-3, 6-8  “O Holy Spirit, Enter In”


Hymn 405  “I Gave My Life for Thee”


Hymn 501  “Soldiers of the Cross, Arise”


Prayer


Write a short prayer using the ideas of the lesson, Bible passages, and/or hymns.  Use the
ideas of both the Outer and Inner Aims.





		goodsamaritannotes

		goodsamaritanP

		goodsamaritan1

		goodsamaritan2

		goodsamaritan3

		goodsamaritan4
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The Prodigal Son – Luke 15:11-32


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, You came to earth to save sinners, of which I am the chief. In this lesson You teach
me of your great love for me in forgiving all of my sins. I know that all of my sins – those that I regard
as small and those that I regard as great – all are forgiven because of what You have done. Please give
me the wisdom and ability to teach this truth to my students, that they may always turn to You and
know Your loving forgiveness, no matter what sin they have committed. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Prodigal – recklessly wasteful. A "prodigal" is one who spends lavishly and foolishly.
Famine – a time when there is not enough food to eat.
Fatted calf – a calf kept by itself, fed well, and preserved for special occasions.


OUTER AIM
Jesus tells the parable of a foolish son who was lost and then found.


INNER AIM
God shows His love for sinners by forgiving our sins.


BACKGROUND
In Chapter 15 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus emphasizes the fact that God continues to love and seek after
those who wander from the fold. This entire chapter demonstrates the depths of God's love and
patience with sinful mankind. The Parable of the Prodigal Son was directed toward the Pharisees and
scribes, who not only refused to attempt to regain those who had strayed from the fold of Israel, they
would not even be seen with them. Their condemnation of anyone who would so associate himself is
what prompted Jesus to speak the words of our parable. Since this is a parable, we are again to look
for one central truth. This parable stresses the unconditional character of God's love and forgiveness.
v.11-12
< Note the love (and lack of selfishness) demonstrated by the "Father." 
< By definition an inheritance belongs to an heir only after the benefactor dies. 
< The young son had no claim to "his portion" while the father was still alive; still the father gives it


freely. 
< So we read that "he divided to them his livelihood."
v. 13
< The young son falls almost immediately into the same trap that snares so many young people who


are given great wealth at a young age. 
< Work is a blessing for many reasons. It occupies our time and energy in worthwhile endeavors,


and it teaches us the value of what we receive. 
< Emphasize to the student that having a great deal of money to spend and time to spend it –


especially at a young age – may seem like something to be desired. It is in fact, a great temptation
that almost no one can master.


v. 14-16
< Mercifully the money ran out. 
< The young man no doubt regarded this inevitable consequence of his lavish lifestyle as a curse. It


was in fact a great blessing from his God. 
< It was not until the god, "money," was gone that the man "came to himself."
v. 17-19
< The son's contrition here is real. He "came to himself" in that he realized that he had sinned
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greatly in what he had done. 
< He did not return to his father expecting anything but to work as one of his servants. 
< He had forfeited his right to be called a son. 
< He recognized that his father was under no obligation to give him anything.
v. 20-24
< The key to this parable lies in these verses. The father owed the son nothing, but forgave him freely


and gladly reinstated him as a son.
< Note that the father reinstated the son before the son's confession. 
< The son did not earn his father's forgiveness. It was freely given.
< The robe was a symbol of authority, proof that the son was again regarded as a son.
< The ring signifies the complete nature of the father's forgiveness. Many regard it as the ancient


equivalent of a credit card. A father who did not fully forgive would never have entrusted his son
with more "buying power."


< The sandals also indicated reinstatement, since servants usually went barefoot.
< The joy was based not so much on proximity as it was on condition; that is, they rejoiced not so


much that the son was living at home again, but that he had been brought back to life from spiritual
death.


v. 25-32
< The terrible condition of the youngest son's heart was obvious when he was living a wild,


extravagant life of sin. 
< The state of the older son's heart, though concealed, was just as bad. 
< The older brother is a picture of the Scribes and Pharisees, to whom this parable was addressed.
< Note how the older brother refused to go in and rejoice that his brother had come to his senses and


returned. 
< He would not even acknowledge him as a brother, but referred to him as "this son of yours."
< The father demonstrates his love for both sons, for God is not willing that any should perish.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, in this parable You have shown me how much I am loved by my Father in heaven. I did not
deserve His love, yet He gave it freely because of Your death on the cross. Help me to remember at all
times that no matter what I have done wrong, God the Father has freely forgiven me all my sins. Please
give me now a spirit that is not jealous of this love and forgiveness, but one that makes me eager to share
it with my neighbors, friends, and family. In Jesus' name I ask this. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The account is short enough to read to the students, or to  be read by them. If you are able, consider
telling the story in your own words, using the written account as your guide.


APPLICATIONS
1. God our heavenly Father loves all sinners like the father in our parable loved his sons. We have


many faults, God loves us in spite of them – unconditionally. Guide the student to see himself in the
prodigal son, for we too have been wasteful and lazy. We too have insisted on going our own way
rather than God's way.


2. Work is a blessing. This is sometimes a difficult concept for children to understand, yet it would be
well worth our time to have the children try to list some of these blessings on their own. Illustrate
their correct ideas with examples from the story. (Greed of the young son, lack of appreciation for
the value of money, laziness, seeking after worldly pleasures to the harm of his soul, too much free
time led to sin, etc.)
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3. Work at making the student realize the terrible nature of the sins of the prodigal son. God does not
categorize sins as to "bad" and "not so bad," but we do. Help the child to see that the sins of the
young son are among those we would categorize as very bad, demonstrating how God freely forgave
them. We want our students to understand that our merciful God does not stop loving and forgiving
us when we fall into even the most shameful sins.


4. This is an excellent opportunity to teach the children about true repentance. True repentance is not
feeling sorry because you got caught. It is not even simply feeling sorry that you did something
wrong. Godly repentance means that we are not only sorry for what we have done, it also includes
believing that God the Father has forgiven our sin for Jesus' sake. A truly repentant sinner realizes
that he cannot "make it up to God." God does not forgive us because we are sorry. He forgives us
because of what Jesus has done for us.


5. Show the child what terrible things sin can do to us. What happens when we lie? Hurt someone?
Curse someone? How do we feel? How do others feel about us?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Psalms 103:12 - As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
1 John 4:19 - We love Him because He first loved us.
John 15:9 - "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.”


Middle any of the above and...
Luke 15:7 - "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.
1 Timothy 2:3b-4 - God our Savior… desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.
1 John 1:9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.


Upper any of the above and...
1 John 3:1 - Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
Psalms 103:2-5 - Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits:  Who forgives all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,  Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with
lovingkindness and tender mercies,  Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle's.
Ephesians 2:4-5 - But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved). 


HYMN CHOICES
"Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven" (TLH 32:1-2)
"From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee" (TLH 329:1-3)
"O Thou that Hear'st when Sinners Cry" (TLH 325:1-4)
"The Man Is Ever Blessed" (TLH 414:1-3)
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The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32







New Testament  2 Prodigal Son - Level 1


The Prodigal Son (The Wasteful Son)- Luke 15:11-32


Jesus told this parable to
teach an important lesson: 


A man had two sons. The
younger one said, “Father, give
me my inheritance.”  So the
father divided up his things.  


Soon, the younger son took
his part.  He went away.  He
wasted everything. 


Then the land had a
famine. The younger son was
starving. In order to survive, he
fed pigs for a farmer. The
younger son was so hungry he
would have even eaten the
pigs' food. 


Then he thought, “My
father's hired servants have
more than enough to eat. I'm
dying of hunger! I will go to my
father.  I will say to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven
and before you.  I shouldn't be
called your son.  Make me like
one of your hired servants.’”


So the younger son went
back home to his father. When
he was still far away, his father
saw him and loved him.  He ran
and kissed his son. 


The son said to him, “Father,
I have sinned against heaven
and in your sight.  I shouldn't be
called your son.”


But the father said to his
servants, “Bring out the best
robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his hand.  Put sandals on his
feet.  Bring the best calf here
and kill it.  Let us eat and be
merry.   This son of mine was
dead and now is alive again.  He
was lost and is found.” To
celebrate, they had a feast.


Jesus taught an important
lesson in this parable: that
everyone of us who comes
back to our Heavenly Father is
welcomed with open arms.


Review


1. Color the son returning to his father.  Why did he expect his father
to be mad?


2. Color the father.  Why was he waiting for his son?


3. How does God feel about us?


4. How does God feel about sin?
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Write” SIN” Write” FORGIVES”


Activity - God’s Word tells us, “If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”  
(2 Thessalonians 3:10 ) Match the jobs you can do with its picture.


rake leaves � �


pick up toys  �  �


put away clothes  �  �


set the table  �  �


What God Tells Us - Write the words in the boxes and make a sad face under “SIN”
and a happy face under “FORGIVES.”


We                                ^         God 
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Passages


Psalms 103:12 - “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He
removed our transgressions from us.”


How close are east and west?  Do we have to fear that we are sinful?


1 John 4:19 - “We love Him because He first loved us.”


Does God love us even though we are sinful?


John 15:9 - “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; 


abide in My love.”
What causes us to love at all?


Hymn - TLH #325 v. 2


Create my nature pure within
And form my soul averse to sin;
Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart
Nor hide Thy presence from my heart.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, in this parable You have shown me how much I am loved by my
Father in heaven. God the Father has freely forgiven me all my sins. Help me
share that saving message of forgiveness with others.  In Jesus' name I ask this.
Amen.
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The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32
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The Prodigal Son (The Wasteful Son) - Luke 15:11-32


Jesus told this story to teach
a lesson:


A man had two sons. The
younger one said to his father,
“Father, give me my inheritance.” 
So he divided up his things.  


Soon, the younger son took
his part, went away, and wasted
everything. After he had spent
everything, that land had a
famine, and he was starving.


Then he worked for a farmer
feeding the pigs. He was so
hungry he would have even
eaten the pigs' food.


Then he thought, “My father's
hired servants have more than
enough to eat, and I'm dying of
hunger! I will go to my father, and
will say to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before
you, and I shouldn't be called your
son.  Make me like one of your
hired servants.’”


He came to his father. When
he was still far away, his father saw
him and loved him, and ran and
kissed him. 


The son said to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and
in your sight, and I shouldn't be
called your son.”


But the father said to his
servants, “Bring out the best robe
and put it on him, and put a ring


on his hand and sandals on his
feet.  And bring the best calf here
and kill it, and let us eat and be
merry; for this my son was dead
and is alive again; he was lost and
is found.” Then they had a feast.


But when his older son came
home, he heard music and
dancing.  So he called one of the
servants and asked what was
happening.  


The servant said to him, “Your
brother has come back alive and
well, so your father made a feast.”


But the older son was angry
and would not go in.  So his father
came out and talked with him.  


He said to his father, “For all
these years I have been serving
you; I never made you angry; but
you never even gave me a young
goat, so I could have a feast with
my friends.  But as soon as this son
of yours came, who has wasted
everything, you made a feast for
him.”


The father said to him, “Son,
you are always with me, and all
that I have is yours.  It was right
that we should be glad, for your
brother was dead and is alive
again, and was lost and is found.”
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Recalling Details


1. Color the son returning to his father.  


2. Why did he expect his father to be mad?


3. Color the father.  


4. Why was he waiting for his son?


5. Color the other son.  


6. Why was the older son upset?


Matching - The things in the first column are from the story.  The things in the second
column are what they represent. Write the correct letter in the blank.


_____ 1. The Wasteful Son


_____ 2. Moving to a far land


_____ 3. Deciding to come back


_____ 4. The Waiting Father


a.  When we repent


b.  When we sin


c.  God the Father


d.  We sinful people
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Passages


Psalms 103:12 - “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He
removed our transgressions from us.”


How close are east and west?  Do we have to fear that we are sinful?


1 John 4:19  - “We love Him because He first loved us.”
Does God love us even though we are sinful?


John 15:9 - “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; 
abide in My love.”


What causes us to love at all?


Hymn - TLH #325 v. 2


Create my nature pure within
And form my soul averse to sin;
Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart
Nor hide Thy presence from my heart.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
In this parable You have shown me how much I am loved by my Father


in heaven. God the Father has freely forgiven me all my sins. Help me
share that saving message of forgiveness with others.  In Jesus' name I ask
this. Amen.
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The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32


Why did Jesus tell stories?


What would Jesus say to people who accuse Him of
visiting sinful people and eating with them?


Look at this picture. Do you remember what it shows?
Let’s read more about the lesson.


Prayer 


Dear Father, 
In this parable, You show me how much I


am loved by You.  I do not deserve Your love,
yet You give it freely because of Your son's
death on the cross.  Help me to remember at
all times that no matter what I have done wrong, You have freely forgiven me
all my sins.  Please give me now a spirit that is not jealous of this love and
forgiveness, but one that makes me eager to share it with my neighbors, friends
and family.  In Jesus' name I ask this.  Amen.


The Prodigal Son (The Wasteful Son) - Luke 15:11-32


 Then He said: "A certain man had
two sons. {12} "And the younger of them
said to his father, 'Father, give me the
portion of goods that falls to me.' So he
divided to them his livelihood. {13} "And
not many days after, the younger son
gathered all together, journeyed to a
far country, and there wasted his
possessions with prodigal living. 


{14} "But when he had spent all,
there arose a severe famine in that
land, and he began to be in want. {15}
"Then he went and joined himself to a
citizen of that country, and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine. {16} "And he
would gladly have filled his stomach
with the pods that the swine ate, and
no one gave him anything.
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 {17} "But when he came to
himself, he said, 'How many of my
father's hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with
hunger! {18} 'I will arise and go to my
father, and will say to him, "Father, I
have sinned against heaven and
before you, {19} "and I am no longer
worthy to be called your son. Make me
like one of your hired servants."' 


{20} "And he arose and came to
his father. But when he was still a great
way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his
neck and kissed him. {21} "And the son
said to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight, and
am no longer worthy to be called your
son.' 


{22} "But the father said to his
servants, 'Bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand
and sandals on his feet. {23} 'And bring
the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us
eat and be merry; {24} 'for this my son
was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.' And they began to
be merry. 


{25} "Now his older son was in the
field. And as he came and drew near
to the house, he heard music and
dancing. {26} "So he called one of the
servants and asked what these things
meant. {27} "And he said to him, 'Your
brother has come, and because he has
received him safe and sound, your
father has killed the fatted calf.' 


{28} "But he was angry and would
not go in. Therefore his father came out
and pleaded with him. {29} "So he
answered and said to his father, 'Lo,
these many years I have been serving
you; I never transgressed your
commandment at any time; and yet
you never gave me a young goat, that
I might make merry with my friends. {30}
'But as soon as this son of yours came,
who has devoured your livelihood with
harlots, you killed the fatted calf for
him.' 


{31} "And he said to him, 'Son, you
are always with me, and all that I have
is yours. {32} 'It was right that we should
make merry and be glad, for your
brother was dead and is alive again,
and was lost and is found.'"


Outer Aim - Jesus tells the parable of a foolish son who was lost and then found.


What the Lesson Tells Us - Answer the following questions about the lesson.


1. What wicked things did the younger son do?


2. Why did the son get hungry during the famine?
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3. How was the famine a good thing for the son?


4. What did he decide to say to his father?


5. Why did the father have a party?


6. Why was the older son upset?


7. How did he show he was angry?


8. Why did the father go out to talk to the older son?


9. Who was the father in the parable?


10. Who were the sons?


11. What did Jesus mean by the younger son going away and wasting his goods
with sinful living?


12. What did Jesus mean by having the father waiting when the son was still a long
way away?


13. How should we feel about someone who repents? 


Inner Aim - Jesus wants us to know we are forgiven and to forgive others.


What God Tells Us 


1. How are we like the prodigal son?


2. How does God feel about us even though we have sinned?


3. How should we feel about other people and their sins?
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Your Turn - Use the hymn verse and Bible passages to answer and discuss the following
questions.


O Thou that hear’st when sinners cry
Tho’ all my crimes before Thee lie,
Behold them not with angry look,
But blot their mem’ry from Thy book.


What does God do with the sins that are written down in His book? (Hymn 325 v. 1)


“I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine just persons 


who need no repentance.” Luke 15:7
Which makes God happy? (Luke 15:7)


“Who desires all men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” 1 Timothy 2:4


What does God want for sinners? (1 Timothy 2:4)


“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9


What does God do with the sins we confess? (1 John 1:9)


Prayer


Psalm 103:2-5 - “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives
all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction,
Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth
with good things, so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. “ Amen.
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The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32


How did the Pharisees and Scribes show that they were self-
righteous?


Which gives Jesus more joy, a sinner that repents or 99 that
need no repentance?


Prayer 
Dear Father, in this parable, You show me how much I am
loved by You.  I do not deserve Your love, yet You give it
freely because of Your son's death on the cross.  Help me to
remember at all times that no matter what I have done
wrong, You have freely forgiven me all my sins.  Please give
me now a spirit that is not jealous of this love and
forgiveness, but one that makes me eager to share it with
my neighbors, friends and family.  In Jesus' name I ask this. 
Amen.


The Prodigal Son (The Wasteful Son) - Luke 15:11-32


 Then He said: "A certain man had
two sons. {12} "And the younger of them
said to his father, 'Father, give me the
portion of goods that falls to me.' So he
divided to them his livelihood. {13} "And not
many days after, the younger son
gathered all together, journeyed to a far
country, and there wasted his possessions
with prodigal living. 


{14} "But when he had spent all,
there arose a severe famine in that land,
and he began to be in want. {15} "Then he
went and joined himself to a citizen of that
country, and he sent him into his fields to
feed swine. {16} "And he would gladly
have filled his stomach with the pods that
the swine ate, and no one gave him
anything.


 {17} "But when he came to himself,
he said, 'How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare,
and I perish with hunger! {18} 'I will arise
and go to my father, and will say to him,
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you, {19} "and I am no longer
worthy to be called your son. Make me like
one of your hired servants."' 


{20} "And he arose and came to his
father. But when he was still a great way
off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck
and kissed him. {21} "And the son said to
him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven
and in your sight, and am no longer worthy
to be called your son.' 


{22} "But the father said to his
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servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it
on him, and put a ring on his hand and
sandals on his feet. {23} 'And bring the
fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat
and be merry; {24} 'for this my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.' And they began to be merry. 


{25} "Now his older son was in the
field. And as he came and drew near to
the house, he heard music and dancing.
{26} "So he called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant. {27} "And
he said to him, 'Your brother has come,
and because he has received him safe
and sound, your father has killed the fatted
calf.' 


{28} "But he was angry and would


not go in. Therefore his father came
outand pleaded with him. {29} "So he
answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these
many years I have been serving you; I
never transgressed your commandment at
any time; and yet you never gave me a
young goat, that I might make merry with
my friends. {30} 'But as soon as this son of
yours came, who has devoured your
livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted
calf for him.' 


{31} "And he said to him, 'Son, you
are always with me, and all that I have is
yours. {32} 'It was right that we should make
merry and be glad, for your brother was
dead and is alive again, and was lost and
is found.'"


Outer Aim - Jesus tells the parable of a foolish son who was lost and then found.


Recalling Details
1. What wicked things did the younger son do?


2. How did he do when the famine came?


3. How was the famine a good thing for the son?


4. What did he decide to say to his father?


5. Why was he happy?


6. What did he tell the older son?


7. Who did Jesus mean was the father in the parable?


8. Who did Jesus mean was the younger son?


9. Who did Jesus mean was the older son? 
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Inner Aim - Jesus wants us to know we are forgiven and to forgive others.


What God Tells Us
1. How are we like the prodigal son?


2. What can we do with our sins every day?
3. How does God feel about us even though we have sinned?


Passages  - The following passages, hymn verse and Petition will help you answer the
questions that follow.


What punishment so strange is suffered yonder!
The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander;
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him,
Who would not know Him.            TLH #143 v. 4


2 Thessalonians 3:10  - “For even when we were
with you, we commanded you this: 


if anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”


Romans 6:23 - “For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God  is eternal life in Christ Jesus 


our Lord.”


1 John 4:19 - “We love Him because He first loved
us.”


The Fifth Petition


“And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.”


What does this mean?


We pray in this petition that our
Father in heaven would not look on
our sins or deny our prayer because
of them. We are not worthy of things
for which we are asking, neither
have we deserved them.  However
we ask that our Father would by His
grace give us what we ask; even
though we sin often every day and
indeed deserve nothing but
punishment. We, too, will from our
hearts gladly forgive and do good to
all those who sin against us.


Your Turn - Use the hymn verse, passages and Petition to answer these questions.


1. What does this parable tell us about the direction we naturally would go? (Hymn 143 v.4)


2. How does God feel about working?  (2 Th. 3:10) 







New Testament 4  Prodigal Son - Level 4


3. How does God feel about the seriousness of the sins that the son committed? (Rom. 6:23)


4. Did the father forgive the son because of something inside him or because of something
inside his son? (1 John 4:19)


5. How should we react differently than the older son? (5th Petition)


Hymn - TLH #388
Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.


Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.


Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.


Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.


Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.


Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken every barrier down.
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


Prayer
Psalm 103:2-5 “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns
you with lovingkindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, so
that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. “ Amen. 
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STORY 6/17/06


The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus (The Poor Rich Man and Lazarus)  - Luke 16:19-31


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, You want me to recognize at all times the power and the effectiveness of Your
Word, the very hand that sustains me. You want me to know that it is only through Your Word that
anything good on earth can be accomplished; only through Your Word that any man can be brought to
saving faith. Through the power of Your Word, enable me to teach these truths to my students, that
they too may develop a deep and sincere reverence for Your precious, saving Truth. Your Word is
truth. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Fared sumptuously – a life full of luxuries and earthly riches.
Bosom – the front part of the chest, where something very dear is cradled or held.
Hades – literally "the underworld" or "the place of the dead," here used as another name for Hell.


OUTER AIM
Jesus tells us a parable about true riches.


INNER AIM
Jesus teaches us about the power of His Word, which alone can convert and save sinners.


BACKGROUND
The Gospel of Luke, especially chapters 10-20, is rich in parables. A parable is a story from which we
are to learn one central thought or truth. Though the central truth of this particular parable certainly
applies to all of us, it was originally directed at the Pharisees "who were lovers of money…" (Luke
16:14) Earthly wealth neither saves nor condemns. It is not an indication of how God feels about the
individual sinner. God looks at the heart, and the only thing that can change the heart is the Word of God.
This is the central message of this parable: "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they
be persuaded though one rise from the dead." (Luke 16:21)


v. 19-21
< Jesus' description of the characters in the parable.
< To the Pharisees, earthly wealth and prosperity were indications of God's approval. 
< Hard times and physical afflictions were proof of God's disapproval. 
< Even Jesus' own disciples believed this for a time (John 9:1-2).
< Jesus looks at the inside: "You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your


hearts. 
< For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God." (Luke 16:15 – which


immediately precedes this parable.)


v. 22
< In the parable Lazarus died and went to Heaven. 
< The rich man died and went to hell. 
< Note that poverty on earth did not save Lazarus, nor did wealth damn the rich man. 
< Lazarus was saved by faith; the rich man was condemned because of his unbelief.


v. 23-24
< Hell is a real place, with real pain lasting an eternity. 
< It is neither a myth nor a mere symbol for nonexistence. 
< Note the utter misery of hell if even a drop of water on his tongue would give the sufferer comfort. 
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< The picture of Lazarus resting in Abraham's bosom draws a sharp contrast with the agony of the
unbeliever in hell. 


< Note also that even in hell this unbeliever still views Lazarus as his slave.


v. 25-26
< There is simple irony in these words, not cause and effect. 
< The one who suffered on earth now receives comfort; the one who enjoyed all of the comforts is now


tormented. 
< Note that Abraham here only points to this irony. He does not make it the cause of a man's state in


eternity.
< Since we are to glean only one central truth from a parable, we are not to create doctrine from other


aspects of the story. 
< Therefore we are not to imagine that the souls in hell will forever be bothering the saints in heaven, or


that there is a physical gulf fixed between heaven and hell that we can see across.


v. 27-31
< Convinced that he can gain nothing from Lazarus for himself, the thoughts of the selfish man now turn


to his five brothers. 
< He believes that if Lazarus would rise from the dead his brothers would believe. (The implication is that


God could have done more to save him.) 
< The man's request seems reasonable to our human minds, but not when we consider that faith is not a


rational decision made by the mind of man, but a working in the heart by the Holy Spirit through the
Means of Grace – the gospel, in word and sacrament. 


< This truth was proved beyond any doubt when Jesus himself rose from the dead, and still the Jews
refused to believe in him.


< Here in v. 31 is the key to this parable. 
< The Word of God is the only power that can bring a man to faith. "Moses and the prophets" refers to the


Old Testament, which was the only part of the Bible available in Jesus' day.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, we can never thank You enough for giving us Your Word, the Bible. From this
parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus, told to us by Your Son, we know that Your Word is the only
power that can create saving faith in our hearts, and without faith we can't be saved. Help us to treasure
Your Word all our lives, since Your Word has not only brought us to faith, it also is the hand that guards
this faith in our hearts. Help us also to share Your Word with others, so that they may come to know You as
their Savior. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The story appears only in Luke, and is short enough that it can be read in its entirety by the teacher or by the
Middle and Upper students. As always, telling the story in your own words can help the concentration and
retention of the student.


APPLICATIONS
1. When things go wrong or we have problems in our lives, it is tempting to try to blame someone else.


"Yes, I stole some of the apples from Mr. Johnson's tree – but he should have put a fence around his
yard if he didn't want me to take them." The Rich Man wanted to make it God's fault that he went to
Hell. It was the man's rejection of God's Word, not his wealth, which condemned him. Jesus tells us the
only thing that can turn an unbeliever into a believer is the Word of God. How thankful we ought to be
that we have that Word of God and can read it every day!
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2. It is a good thing that we don't have to rely on signs today before we will believe. Magicians today can
create illusions that are truly baffling – making people, animals, even huge objects like airplanes just
"disappear." We know that these are only tricks, but what if we had to rely on our eyes before we would
believe something. What would we believe?


3. Why is it so foolish to live for the things of this world? How long do they last when compared with
eternity? That is why we believe that the most important and most precious thing on earth is the Word
of God. We ought to treasure it.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalms 119:105 -  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
Luke 16:15a - God knows your hearts. 
John 10:35  - The Scripture cannot be broken. 


Middle any of the above and...
Luke 4:4 - But Jesus answered him, saying,  It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word of God." 
Luke 16:15b - For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 
Isaiah 55:11 -  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it
shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 


Upper any of the above and...
2 Timothy 3:15 - F rom childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
2 Timothy 3:16 - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
Hebrews 4:12 -  For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. 


HYMN CHOICES
"Lord, Open Thou My Heart To Hear" (TLH #5:1-2)
"Preserve Thy Word, O Savior" (TLH #264:1,5)
"O Lord Look Down From Heaven Behold" (TLH #260:1, 4-5)
"O Jesus King of Glory" (TLH #130:3, 5-6)
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The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31
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The Story


Jesus often told parables
(stories) to help people
understand important things. He
taught this parable for people
who were lovers of money. We
can also learn from this lesson.


This is the story Jesus told
about a rich man and a poor
man named Lazarus.


The rich man wore fancy
purple clothes. He had a life full
of riches. 


The poor man, named
Lazarus, had to beg for food. His
body was full of sores. Lazarus
laid at the gate of the rich man’s
home hoping to be fed the
crumbs of food which fell from
the rich man’s table. The dogs
came and licked the poor man’s
sores.


Both the rich man and
Lazarus died. Lazarus was carried
by angels to heaven. The rich
man was buried and went to hell.
He felt terrible pain in hell. The rich
man looked up and saw Lazarus
living with Abraham in heaven.


The rich man cried and said,
“Father Abraham, please send


Lazarus. Have him dip his finger in
water and put a drop on my
tongue. The water will cool my
tongue in these fires of hell.”


Abraham said to the rich
man, “Remember that when you
lived on earth you had good
things and Lazarus suffered much.
Now Lazarus has great joy and
you are suffering. Besides, no one
in heaven can go to you. No one
in hell can come to heaven.”


The rich man then asked
Abraham to send Lazarus back to
earth. He wanted Lazarus to warn
his brothers about hell.


Abraham answered the rich
man, “Your brothers have the
Word of God, they should listen to
the Word and believe it.”


The rich man said,
“Abraham, they won’t believe
God’s Word, but they will believe
someone from the dead.”


Abraham told the rich man,
“Only those who hear God’s Word
and believe it will have eternal
life in heaven.”
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Review - Color the happy face if the sentence is true. Do not
color the face if the sentence is false.


( 1. The rich man loved God.


( 2. Lazarus loved God


( 3. Lazarus went to heaven.


( 4. The rich man went to hell.


( 5. I believe God’s Word.


Passages - Color the pictures.


Ps. 119:105 “Your               is a  to my 


 
and a     for my                  .”   


Sing - (To the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”)


Hear and learn the Word of God,
Word of God, Word of God,
Hear and learn the Word of God,
In church and Sunday School.


Talking to Jesus
Dear Jesus, 


Thank you for the Bible.  Amen.


Color and cut
 out this bracelet
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The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31
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The Story


Jesus often told stories. He
taught this story to people who
were lovers of money. We can
also learn from this lesson.


Here is the story Jesus told
about a rich man and a poor man
named Lazarus.


The rich man wore fancy
purple clothes. He had a life full of
riches. 


The poor man, named
Lazarus, had to beg for food. His
body was full of sores. Lazarus laid
at the gate of the rich man’s
home hoping to be fed the
crumbs of food which fell from the
rich man’s table. The dogs came
and licked the poor man’s sores.


Both men died. Lazarus was
carried by angels to heaven. The
rich man was buried and went to
hell. He felt terrible pain in hell. The
rich man looked up and saw
Lazarus living with Abraham in
heaven.


The rich man cried and said,
“Father Abraham, please send
Lazarus. Have him dip his finger in
water and put a drop on my


tongue. The water will cool my
tongue in these fires of hell.”


Abraham said to the rich
man, “Remember that when you
lived on earth you had good
things and Lazarus suffered much.
Now Lazarus has great joy and
you are suffering. Besides, no one
in heaven can go to you. No one
in hell can come to heaven.”


The rich man then asked
Father Abraham to send Lazarus
back to earth. He wanted Lazarus
to warn his brothers about hell.


Abraham answered the rich
man, “Your brothers have the
Word of God, they should listen to
the Word and believe it.”


The rich man said,
“Abraham, they won’t believe
God’s Word, but they will believe
someone from the dead.”


Abraham told the rich man,
“Only those who hear God’s Word
and believe it will have eternal life
in heaven.”







New Testament 3 Rich Man & Lazarus - Level 2


Passages - Fill in the blanks using the words in the box.


Psalm 119:105 - “Your ______________ is a _______________ to my


 _____________ and a _______________ to my ________________.


John 10:35 - “The ________________ cannot be _________________.


Activity One - Fill in the letters using the names in the box. Letters can be used more
than once. What word is spelled in the boxes?


1.  I believed the Word of God.


2. I did not believe the Word of
God.


3. I went to heaven.


4. I spoke to the rich man.


5. I told this story to people who
love money.


I. Rich Man


B. Lazarus


E. Jesus


L. Abraham


Scripture
path


Word
lamp


light
feet


broken
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Song 
 Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”


Hear and learn the Word of God.
Word of God, Word of God.
Hear and learn the Word of God,
In Church and Sunday School. 


Prayer
Dear God, 


Thank You for Your Word. Thank You for pastors,
teachers, and parents who teach us Your Word.


Amen.


Color and cut
 out this bracelet
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Parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31


1. Where do you hear and learn the
Word of God?


2. What does hearing and learning
God’s Word do for you?


3. Who teaches you God’s Word?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
We thank You for Your precious


Word. Please bless our study of Your
Word. Help us to share Your Word with others, so that they too may learn of its
saving power. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus  (Luke 16:19-31)


Jesus spoke to the Pharisees
who were lovers of money. He said,
19  "There was a certain rich man
who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and fared sumptuously every
day. 20 But there was a certain
beggar named Lazarus, full of sores,
who was laid at his gate, 21  desiring
to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man's table. Moreover


the dogs came and licked his sores.
22  "So it was that the beggar


died, and was carried by the angels
to Abraham's bosom. The rich man
also died and was buried. 23  "And
being in torments in Hades, he lifted
up his eyes and saw Abraham afar
off, and Lazarus in his bosom.


24  "Then he cried and said,
'Father Abraham, have mercy on


The Rich Man and Lazarus
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me, and send Lazarus that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame.'


25  "But Abraham said, 'Son,
remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, and
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now
he is comforted and you are
tormented. 26  'And besides all this,
between us and you there is a great
gulf fixed, so that those who want to
pass from here to you cannot, nor
can those from there pass to us.'


27  "Then he said, 'I beg you
therefore, father, that you would
send him to my father's house, 28 
'for I have five brothers, that he may
testify to them, lest they also  come
to this place of torment.'


29  "Abraham said to him, 'They
have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them.' 


30  "And he said, 'No, father
Abraham; but if one goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.'


31  "But he said to him, 'If they
do not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded
though one rise from the dead.'"


Outer Aim - Jesus tells us a parable about true riches, hearing and
believing God’s Word.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks.


1. Jesus told this parable to ______________________.


2. This parable is about a _____________ man and a poor man named 


___________________.


3. The poor man had to ______________for food.


4. The poor man hoped to be fed ________________that fell from the rich man’s
table.
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5. Lazarus was carried by angels to ________________.


6. The rich man was buried and went to _______________.


7. The rich man saw Lazarus in heaven with ______________________.


8. The rich man wanted a drop of ______________on his tongue to cool it.


9. The rich man asked Father Abraham to send Lazarus back to earth to warn his 


__________________.


10. Abraham told the rich man that only those who believe the _____________   _____  


_____________ will go to heaven.


Inner Aim - Jesus teaches us about the power of His Word, which
alone can convert and save sinners.


Write Yes or No


1. _________ The Pharisees were lovers of money.


2. _________ Hard times and physical afflictions show God’s disapproval of us.


3. _________ Lazarus was saved by faith.


4. _________ The rich man was condemned because of disbelief.


5. _________ Hell is a mythical place.


6. _________ The Word of God can bring a person to faith.
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Passages - Use your Bible to complete the following.


Luke 4:4 “But _________________ answered him, saying, ‘It is ___________________ 


___________ shall not live by _________________ alone, but by every ________________ of 


________________.’”


2 Timothy 3:15 “From _____________________ you have know the Holy ____________________ 


which are _______________ to make you ______________ for ______________________ through


_________________ which is in ______________________  ______________________.”


Isaiah 55:11 “So shall my ___________________ be that goes _________________ from my 


__________________ ; it shall not ____________________ to Me __________________, but it 


shall ____________________ what I ______________________, and it shall _________________


in the thing which I ______________________ it.”


Hymn/Prayer -Use TLH 5 as your closing prayer.


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain.


Thy Word doth deeply move the heart,
Thy Word doth perfect health impart,
Thy Word my soul with joy doth bless,
Thy Word brings peace and happiness.


To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Shall glory, praise, and honor be
Now and throughout eternity. Amen.
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Parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31


1. Why is the Word of God so important in
your life?


2. Why is it so important to hear, learn, and
study God’s Word?


3. What does God’s Word have the power to
do?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, Your Word is so very
powerful. Please bless our study of it today.
Please continue to spread Your Word to the lost
souls in this world. Make me a missionary of Your Word. Help me to spread the precious
Gospel to my friends and relatives who do not know of Your saving Word.  In Jesus’ name.
Amen.


Parable of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31)


19  "There was a certain rich man who
was clothed in purple and fine linen and
fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of
sores, who was laid at his gate,
21  desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the
dogs came and licked his sores.


22  "So it was that the beggar died,
and was carried by the angels to Abraham's
bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried. 23  "And being in torments in Hades,
he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar
off, and Lazarus in his bosom.


24  "Then he cried and said, 'Father


Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger
in water and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.'


25  "But Abraham said, 'Son,
remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted
and you are tormented. 26  'And besides
all this, between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed, so that those who want to
pass from here to you cannot, nor can
those from there pass to us.'


27  "Then he said, 'I beg you
therefore, father, that you would send him


The Rich Man and Lazarus
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to my father's house, 28  'for I have five
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest
they also come to this place of torment.'


29  "Abraham said to him, 'They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them.' 


30  "And he said, 'No, father Abraham;


but if one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.'


31  "But he said to him, 'If they do not
hear Moses and the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded though one rise from
the dead.'"


Outer Aim
Jesus tells us a parable about true riches.


What the Story Tells Us


< Luke 16:19 says that the rich man “fared sumptuously every day,” what does this mean?


< According to Luke 16:22 what happened to the beggar when he died?


< Luke 16:23 says that the rich man was “in torments in Hades.” Where is Hades and what
does this passage mean?


< What did the rich man want Father Abraham to do? (See Luke 16:24, 27-31)


< What is a parable? What can we learn from this parable?
 


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to you and the lesson.


Luke 4:4 - But Jesus answered him saying, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word of God.”’


Isaiah 55:11 - So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me
void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.


2 Timothy 3:15 - From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Hebrews 4:12 - For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a


discerner of the thought and intents of the heart.
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Inner Aim Jesus teaches us about the power of His Word, which alone can
convert and save sinners.


Hymn


Read Hymn #264 stanzas 1 and 5. Tell how these stanzas apply to this story. Illustrate the
hymn (or part of the hymn) below or on a separate sheet of paper.


Prayer - Write a class prayer thanking God for His saving Word. Ask God to be with you as
you work to spread His Word to the unbelievers of this world.





		poorlazarusnotes

		poorlazarus1

		poorlazarus2

		poorlazarus3

		poorlazarus4
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STORY 3/6/2005


The Transfiguration  - Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, this lesson reminds us again of Your amazing love toward us, that Your 
beloved Son, would humble Himself, even to the death on the cross, in order to save us sinners from 
what we deserve.  We thank and praise You and Jesus Your Son for this amazing act of love for us.  
Jesus endured the shame of the cross with the goal of our redemption in His sight.  Set before our
eyes, His cross and the certainty of heaven which it gives us so that, when we face those tough tests of
faith, or walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we will know Your love and the goal You
have in mind for us.  For our times are safely in Your hands, so we must trust in Thee. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Transfigure -  change appearance
Tabernacles -  special temporary shelters made of branches or tents used for worship such as in the 
Jewish Feast of the Tabernacles.
Rabbi - "teacher" and used as a title or form of address.
Decease -  in Greek, literally "departure."  His death would soon take place and, after His
resurrection, 
Jesus would leave them.
Scribes - originally simply men who copied the scriptures by hand.  But as their knowledge of the 
Scriptures grew from their work, they were considered authorities of it and would be regarded  as
Professors of Theology today.  They held high positions in the religious government of the Jews. (See 
Rupprecht pp. 47-48)


OUTER AIM
Jesus shows the disciples He is the true God.


INNER AIM
Jesus shows us He is our God and our Savior.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 221-225)
During His ministry, Jesus took upon Himself the form of a servant (Phil. 2:4-6) and humbled 
Himself and became obedient unto death.  But at this one point in Jesus' ministry, God revealed the 
glory that rightfully belonged to Jesus.  This reveals a striking contrast for us and the three disciples 
who would also see Jesus at the most humiliating point in His work from the Garden of Gethsemane
to 
His death on the cross.
Matthew 17:1
< Six days before, Peter had confessed that He believed that Jesus is "the Christ, the Son of the


living God."  (Note: Luke reports eight  days, perhaps by including the day of Peter's confession
and the day of the Transfiguration.)  


< After that, Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must soon suffer and die in Jerusalem.
(Mt 16:21)  


< Jesus often chose these three particular disciples to be witnesses of special events in His ministry. 


< This time they went up on a mountain to watch Jesus while He prayed, as Luke tells us.
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v. 2
< While praying (Luke), Jesus' appearance was altered to reveal His holiness and glory as God.  
< The disciples and thus the Gospel writers struggled to describe it for human eyes. 
< His face shone as the sun, and His clothes were white and glistening, as snow, whiter than any


launderer on earth can achieve, white as light itself.
v. 3
< Moses, wrote the first five books of the Old Testament, including the transmission of God's Law for


His people. 
< Elijah powerfully represented all the prophets of the Old Testament.  
< So, these two men symbolized the entire Old Testament.  Moses had been buried by God (Deut


34:6) and then resurrected afterwards, and Elijah had been carried by God into heaven (2 Kings
2:10-11).


Luke 9:30-31
< The two men also appeared in the glory of their resurrected bodies Phil 3:21 (see Rupprecht p.223). 
< They talked with Jesus about the events surrounding His death or departure which would be


completed in Jerusalem.  (Please see: 1 Peter 1:10-12)  
< The Old Testament has many passages that speak of Jesus' suffering, death, and resurrection.  
v. 32
< This eyewitness' testimony (1 Peter 1:16-18ff) describes not only the event but also what the


disciples experienced.  They were at first sleepy, as in Gethsemane, but woke up when they saw
Jesus in His glory talking with the two men who, they realized, were Moses and Elijah.


Matthew 17: 5
< God the Father in effect, replied to Peter's babbling. as a bright cloud came and overshadowed them


so that they entered it (Luke). 
<  The voice of God the Father came from the cloud, "This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am well


pleased.  Hear Him!"  
< What a testimony: a) Jesus is God's Son, b) God's beloved Son, c) Who has pleased the Father with


His entire life and ministry to this point (and beyond John 10:17-18).  
< And also a command: a)Hear the Prophet of whom Moses had spoken (Deut 18:15) and the b)


Messenger of the covenant (Mal 3:1b), the Lord about to enter His temple to establish the covenant
of grace.


v. 6
< The actual voice of God the Father caused the three disciples to fall down on their faces in worship,


honor, and fear.  
< Seeing the awesome glory of Jesus and then hearing God the Father speak overwhelmed these sinful


mortals.
v. 7
< Yet Jesus took away their fear with his comforting touch and His command not to be afraid.
v. 8
< Recovering, they saw only Jesus, appearing once again in His human form with His glory hidden.
v. 9
< This was to be a private event, meant only for those three disciples until after Jesus had risen from


the dead.  Until then, they alone could draw strength from it.  
< Jesus' command for silence may have been to help prevent Satan from misusing their telling of it to


interfere in Christ's work.  
< After Jesus had risen from the dead, John and Peter (and probably James too) told of that special


piece of heaven that they witnessed. (John 1:14, 1 Peter 1:16-18) 
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< The disciples still had questions and didn't understand about Jesus' resurrection until after it
happened Mark 9:10f.  (Cf John 20:8 and the Emmaus disciples Luke 24:13-27)


< The purposes: The transfiguration and the conversation took place both for Jesus' sake and for the
disciples' sakes.


< For Jesus: the revelation of His glory reminded Jesus, the man of the glory, that would be His when
He had successfully completed His work.  The prophets' words may have reminded Him of the
prophecies describing, not only His suffering and death, but also the results that would come from
them.  (Hebrews 12:2) 


< For the disciples: They saw that Jesus was indeed God, just as they had come to believe Him to be.
Soon they would witness from "front-row seats" the coming horrible conclusion of Jesus' work and
this memorable glimpse of heaven would strengthen them.  Eventually, they would also understand
how the events that would shortly take place were according to God's plan as described in the Old
Testament.  But the disciples weren't to talk of these things until after Jesus' death and resurrection
had completed the picture of Jesus' victory.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, our imaginations try to grasp in a limited way what You must look like in all Your 
glory.  We know that as sinners we would be terrified of Your holiness and how we have failed to be 
holy.  But we also know Your great love, for You laid aside Your glory to come to this earth as a 
human being and give Your holy life as payment for our sins.  By faith, we glimpsed Your great love 
for us as we see You preparing for that expensive sacrifice for us.  As You prepared and strengthened 
Your disciples to face the difficult months ahead, so strengthen our faith before and as we face the 
many tests in our lives so that our Faith in You doesn't waver.  Keep the image of Your Love and the 
heavenly goal You have won for us before our eyes. As You have nourished us in faith, in the 
end we will see Your glory without the fear of our sins and may worship You for all eternity.  We pray 
trusting in Your name, and in all You have revealed to us. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


ACTIVITY
Try this ahead of time so you know the correct size for the cloud. You may want to make copies of
clouds of the correct size.
-Cut a large cloud shape out of a piece of paper.
-Tape it to the picture so you can show how the cloud dropped down to cover Jesus and the disciples.
One piece of tape at the top works well.
-Have the children retell the story, using the picture and cloud.
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APPLICATIONS
1. We need to take with us into life this lesson's picture of Jesus.  He is not simply a human being who


could do great things and taught important truths, He is God Himself with all the glory and holiness
and awesomeness that God possesses.  Yet, (Phil 2:5-8) for our sakes, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  He knew exactly what He MUST
suffer until and including the cross, yet He went forward, for us!  John 15:13 "Greater love has no
one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends."  If we can begin to understand what this
really means for us, we will have done well.  To do this, discuss why Jesus, who here shows He is
God, had to lay aside His glory and had to suffer and die for us.


2. The three disciples witnessed Jesus' glory, the glorified Moses and Elijah, and heard God's powerful
testimony.  God strategically prepared them before they witnessed the terrifying events of Jesus' fall
from popularity, betrayal, arrest, trials, sufferings, crucifixion, death, and burial.  Those would be
trying days for the disciples as they struggled to believe in Jesus as the Christ, the Promised One
who would save His people.  At this point Jesus was very popular, but from here on out His enemies
would be allowed to take Him to do what they wanted with Him.  God will also give us
opportunities to strengthen our faith by hearing His Word and learning of His gracious plans to
carry us through the difficult times of life until we reach eternity.  If we use those times to
strengthen our faith, we will be prepared also when we face the really difficult challenges to our
faith.  Discuss in what ways God prepares us with glimpses of His glory and heaven before those
times when it’s difficult to see the final goal ahead.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.
Lower
John 15:13 - Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.


Matthew 17:5 - Suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. Hear Him!"


Middle any of the above and...
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.


John 10:17-18 - Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No
one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again.


Upper any of the above and...
Matthew 16:15-16 -  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered and said, 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."


Philippians 2:5-8 -  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of 
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the 
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
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Hebrews 12:1-2 - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us,  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.


HYMN CHOICES
"Tis Good, Lord, to be Here" (TLH 135 all, esp 6)
"Come Unto Me, Ye Weary" (TLH 276)
"O Savior, Precious Savior" (TLH 352 all)
"Jesus and Shall It Ever Be," (TLH 346 all)
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The Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36
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The Story


Jesus is God, but some people
wanted Him to be king on earth.  
Jesus knew heaven was better.


One day, Jesus took Peter
James and John with Him.  Jesus
prayed.  He started to shine.  His
clothes were white like snow.


Elijah and Moses suddenly were
by Jesus.  They talked about when
Jesus would die and rise.


Peter said to Jesus, “Teacher,
can we make three tents for Moses,
Elijah, and you?”


Suddenly, a cloud came and
covered the disciples and Jesus. 
God said, “This is My Son.  Hear Him!”


Peter, James and John were
afraid.  They hid.  Jesus touched
them and said, “Do not fear.”


Suddenly, the cloud, Elijah, and
Moses were all gone!  Jesus said,
“Keep this a secret.”  Peter, James
and John kept the secret in their
hearts until Jesus returned to
heaven.


Review
1.  Color Jesus so that he is shining.  Why was he so white?


2.  Color the disciples who were afraid.  Why were they afraid?


3.  Color Moses and Elijah.  How were they different from the disciples?


4.  Color the cloud.  Who spoke from the cloud?  


5.  Which of the people in the picture is God?


Activity - Cut a large cloud shape out of a piece of paper. Tape it to the picture so you
can show how the cloud dropped down to cover Jesus and the disciples. Use the picture to
tell the story.


Passage -“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Hear Him!”Matthew 17:5 


Prayer
Thank You, God, for showing us that Jesus is Your Son. Thank You for
sending Him to save us from our sins. Thank You, Jesus, for dying for us.
Help us to always show that we love You for what You have done.
Amen.
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The Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36
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The Story


Jesus is God.  Some people
wanted Him to make this earth
better.  People could not understand
when Jesus spoke about heaven. 
Jesus showed that he was God.


One day, Jesus took Peter,
James, and John with Him.  They
went up a high mountain to pray. 
Jesus started to pray.  He started to
shine.  He was transfigured.  His
clothes became white like snow.


Elijah and Moses suddenly were
by Jesus.  They talked about when
Jesus would die and rise.


Peter said to Jesus, “Teacher,
can we make three tents for Moses,
Elijah, and you?”


Suddenly, a cloud came and
covered the disciples and Jesus. 
God said, “This is My beloved Son. 
Hear Him!”


Peter, James, and John were
afraid.  They covered their faces. 
Jesus touched them and said, “Do
not be afraid.”


The cloud, Elijah, and Moses
were all gone.  Jesus told His
disciples to not tell what they had
seen.  They kept the secret until Jesus
went back to heaven.


Review - Use the picture on page 1 to complete this review.


1. Color Jesus so that He is shining. 


2. Why was He so white?


3. Color the disciples who were afraid.  


4. Why were they afraid?


5. Color Moses and Elijah.  


6. How were they different from the disciples?


7. Color the cloud.  


8. Who spoke from the cloud?


9. Circle the person in the picture that is God?
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Activity - Have students act out the story.


Characters:


! Jesus
! God’s voice
! Moses


! Elijah 
! Disciples (Peter, James, and John)
! Props: Flickering lights


Jesus: Let us pray
(Lights go on)


(Moses and Elijah stand by Jesus)
Moses: Jesus, You must soon die.


Elijah: Yes, You die in Jerusalem


Jesus: I must do this for My people.


James: I am afraid.


John:  So am I.
(Disciples fall asleep)


(Moses and Elijah walk away)


Peter: Let us make tents for you three.


God: This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased, listen to
Him.


Jesus: Don’t be afraid.
(All walk off.)


Jesus: Don’t tell anyone what you have seen.


Disciples: We won’t.
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Passage


John 15:13 - Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s
life for his friends.


Who laid down his life?


Why did he lay down his life?


Talking to Jesus


Dear heavenly Father,
Thank You, God, for showing us that Jesus is Your Son. Thank You


for sending Him to save us from our sins. Thank You, Jesus, for dying for
us.  Help us to always show that we love You for what You have done.
Amen.
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The Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36


Why do you think the people are bowing
down in the picture?


When might people kneel at church?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
We thank You that You sent Jesus to be


our heavenly Savior.  We know that You are
pleased in Him because He saved us from our
sins.  Help us to remember that Jesus is Your
Son.  Help us also to be Your children and to
do the things that please You. Amen


The Story - Matthew 17:1-9


Now after six days Jesus took
Peter, James, and John his brother,
led them up on a high mountain by
themselves; 2and He was transfigured
before them. His face shone like the
sun, and His clothes became as
white as the light. 


3And behold, Moses and Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him.
4Then Peter answered and said to
Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be


here; if You wish, let us make here
three tabernacles: one for You, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah."


5While he was still speaking,
behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them; and suddenly
a voice came out of the cloud,
saying, "This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!"


 6And when the disciples heard
it, they fell on their faces and were
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greatly afraid. 7But Jesus came and
touched them and said, "Arise, and
do not be afraid." 


8When they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no one but Jesus
only.


9Now as they came down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, "Tell the vision to no
one until the Son of Man is risen from
the dead." 


Outer Aim
Jesus shows the disciples He is the true God.


Recalling Details


1. How many disciples went with Jesus to the mountain?


2. What did Jesus start to do when they got to the mountain?


3. Who were the two men with Jesus?


4. What did Peter want to do?


5. Who spoke from the cloud?


6. What did Jesus ask the disciples not to do?
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Discussion Questions


1. How was Jesus different from other men?


2. How was Jesus the same as other men?


3. Was Jesus trying to show He was God or man?


4. What things did Jesus know would soon be happening to Him?


5. Why do you think Jesus told the disciples they shouldn’t tell others about


the transfiguration?


Inner Aim
Jesus shows us He is our God and our Savior.


Passages


John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only 


begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.


John 10:17-18 - Therefore My Father loves Me, because 
I lay down My life that I may take it again. 


No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself.  
I have power to lay it down, and 


I have power to take it again.
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Hymn - TLH 135 v. 1, 2, 3, 5 


‘Tis good, Lord, to be here,
Thy glory fills the night;
Thy face and garments, like the sun,
Shine with unborrowed light.


‘Tis good, Lord, to be here,
Thy beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand,
Thy messengers of old.


Fulfiller of the past,
Promise of things to be,
We hail Thy body glorified
And our redemption see.


‘Tis good, Lord, to be here.
Yet we may not remain;
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount,
Come with us to the plain.


Underline names from the lesson.
What are we asking Jesus to do for us in the last stanza where it says, “Come with us to the
plain”?


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages and hymn to help you complete the
following questions.


How do we show Jesus we love Him?


Why did Jesus lay down His life?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
We don’t know what You look like in all Your glory.  We sinners have failed


to be holy.  But we also know Your great love for us.  You became a human
being and gave Your holy life as payment for our sins.  We see how You
prepared and strengthened Your disciples to face the difficult months ahead. 
Strengthen our faith.  Keep the image of Your Love and the heavenly goal You
have won for us before our eyes.  We will see Your glory and worship You for all
eternity.  We pray trusting in Your name.  Amen.
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The Transfiguration
Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-10; Luke 9:28-36


Why did some people think Jesus was an
earthly savior?


Do you know of any human who has shined
like a light?


Why is it important to understand that Jesus is
a heavenly Savior?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, we thank You that You sent
Jesus to be our heavenly Savior.  We know that You
are pleased in Him because He saved us from our
sins.  Help us to remember that Jesus is Your Son. 
Help us also to be Your children and to do the things
that please You. Amen


The Story - Matthew 17:1-9


Jesus was teaching the disciples
that He was a heavenly Savior and not
an earthly one. One question He asked
them concerned whom they thought
He was. Peter summed it up by saying
through the Holy Spirit that Jesus was
the Christ, the anointed Savior.


(1) Six days later, Jesus took Peter,
James and John up into a high
mountain to pray.  While Jesus prayed,
His appearance started to change. (2)
He was transfigured.  Instead of
reflecting light, His face started to shine
and give off light like the sun does.  His
robe also became white and glistening,
whiter than snow, whiter than any


laundry could possibly make it.  (3)
Soon,  Elijah and Moses stood next to
Jesus.  They were having a conversation
about Jesus’ departure and all the
other things that would soon be
happening in Jerusalem.


The disciples became sleepy as
they listened.  When they fully woke up,
they saw Jesus’ glory and the two men
who stood with him.  As Moses and
Elijah were leaving, (4) Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be
here; and let us make three
tabernacles, one for You, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.”
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(5) While he was saying this, a
cloud came and covered the disciples
and Jesus.  The disciples were fearful as
they entered the cloud. The voice of
God the Father came out of the cloud,
saying, “This is My beloved Son.  Hear
Him!”


(6) And when they heard the
voice, they were afraid.  They fell down
and covered their faces.  (7) But Jesus
came and touched them and said,
“Arise, and do not be afraid.”


(8) When they looked up, the
cloud, Elijah, and Moses were all gone.
They started down the mountain. Many
people thought Jesus would be an
earthly Savior, so  (9) Jesus told His
disciples to not tell about what they
had seen until Jesus had risen from the
dead.


The disciples did as Jesus asked.
Even so, they wondered what He
meant about rising from the dead.


What the Story Tells Us
1. Jesus took the three disciples, _____________________, _______________________, and


________________________ with Him to a high mountain to pray.


2. While He prayed, ____________________ and ___________________ suddenly appeared


with Him.


3. Peter said he wanted to build ___________________________ for them.


4. God’s voice came out of a ______________________.


5. Jesus told His disciples to tell _________________________ what had happened.


Outer Aim - Jesus shows us the disciples He is the true God.


Discussion Questions - Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse


_______ 1.  Jesus will still be an earthly savior.


_______ 2.  Only God’s Son could die and take away our sins.


_______ 3.  People are fearful in God’s presence.


_______ 4.  We don’t need to be afraid of God.


_______ 5.  Jesus truly is the Son of God.


Inner Aim - Jesus shows us He is our God and our Savior.
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Passages
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the


glory as of the only  begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.


Hebrews 12:1-2 - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and


has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


Philippians 2:9 - Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven,
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess


that Jesus Christ is the Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


Hymn  - Read Hymn 135. What do we ask Jesus to do in stanza six?


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages and hymn to help you complete the
following questions.


How should you react when people remark about something you have done well?
How should your actions during the church service compare to how you live your life?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, our imaginations try to grasp in a limited way what You must look like in all
Your glory. We know that as sinners we would be terrified of Your holiness and how we have
failed to be holy. But we also know Your great love. You laid aside Your glory to come to this
earth as a human being and give Your holy life as payment for our sins. By faith, we glimpsed
Your great love for us as we see You preparing for that expensive sacrifice for us. As You
prepared and strengthened Your disciples to face the difficult months ahead, so strengthen
our faith before and as we face the many tests in our lives so that our faith in You doesn’t
waver. Keep the image of Your love and the heavenly goal You have won for us before our
eyes. As You have nourished us in faith, in the end we will see Your glory without the fear of
our sins and may worship You for all eternity. We pray trusting in Your name, and in all You
have revealed to us.  Amen.
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STORY 9/2/02


Lazarus Raised from the Dead  - John 11:1-54


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, sin has brought death to this world.  Death has brought tears as we are separated 
from those we love.  Yet, as You have said in this lesson, You are the Resurrection and the Life.  You 
alone have power over death.  And, because of Your death for our sakes and Your own resurrection 
we know that we too will rise from death to life with You. And so, death is but a sleep from which
You can and will awaken us.  Help me, O Lord, to share this comforting truth with the students in my
care. They too will face death, that of loved ones and of themselves, and need Your reassurance that
those who believe in You as their Savior will be reunited in heaven where there will be no more death
or tears or sorrow.  I pray with faith in You, the Lord of Life. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Bethany - a town two miles east of Jerusalem
Anoint - pour on oil as a special honor or to mark a person for a particular office.  Scented oil was 
also applied at the time of burial to help the body smell better.  See notes on verse.
Love and Loved - the original Greek language used five different words to describe what English
includes in one.  In verses 3 and 36 the Greek word phileo describes a brotherly love or the strong
affection between good friends.  In verse 5, the Greek word agapao (the verb form of agape) describes
a committed love of understanding and purpose.  Agape love seeks to understand what is best for the 
person loved and commits to accomplishing it.  Christ's agapao love gave Himself for us by His death.
Graveclothes - In Jesus' time, bodies were wrapped up in strips of cloth with scented spices and 
perfumes mingled in and before being placed in tombs.  That is different from today when people are 
buried in normal clothing and placed in a casket which is usually buried.
Pharisees - This sect or faction of the Jews attempted to very strictly keep the Law of God and of the 
traditions passed down.  Jesus condemned many of them as hypocrites who acted holier than others
but 
did not show mercy or believe in Jesus.  They generally held high positions in the Jewish church 
government.
Expedient - (Webster): "marked by a concern with what is advantageous without regard for fairness or 
rightness."
Prophesy - to serve as a mouthpiece for God (or another), many times in telling of future events.


OUTER AIM
Jesus resurrects a man who has been dead for days.


INNER AIM
Jesus, God’s Son, has power over death.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 281-290)
This miracle was a turning point in Jesus' ministry.  When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, His 
doom was sealed.  The Jewish leaders could no longer ignore Jesus and hope that His following would 
go away.  They were afraid that as soon as people heard that Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, 
His following would become even larger.  (cf. John 11:47-54)  It was after this that the Jewish leaders 
felt it was necessary to get rid of Jesus.







Lazarus Raised From Dead - Teacher’s Notes Page 2


John 11:1
< Sickness strikes in every family.  Mary and Martha and Lazarus were well known in the Christian


church and through other events in Scripture. (cf Luke 10:38-42; John 12:1-11).
v. 2
< This event demonstrates faith that was strengthened by the events of this lesson and should be


included in your studies. It’s recorded in John 12:1-8 and Matthew 26:6-13, (esp 13).
v. 3
< See vocabulary notes on "love."  In faith, these good friends of Jesus let Him know their situation,


trusting He would respond without saying how He should respond.  
< This is a good way to approach God in a difficult situation.  We will find that their expectations


didn't guess the Lord's greater plans.  
< Jesus may have been on the eastern side of the Jordan, outside of Judea, at this time (John 10:40;


11:7).
v. 4
< Jesus knew already what He would do in response to the request.  
< His words offered comfort and encouraged faith while not specifically revealing His plans. 
< Whatever Jesus did was to the glory of God, (1 Cor 10:31).
v. 5
< See vocabulary note on love.  They were not only good friends to Jesus, He thought of their needs


and would meet those needs.
v. 6
< This seems like a strange, uncaring reaction after having been told His good friend was very sick.  
< This delay served to emphasize God's glory later and also tested the faith of the two sisters.  Jesus


knew what to do.
v. 7
< After delaying, Jesus announced it was time to go to Judea where Bethany was located.
v. 8
< The disciples, not understanding Jesus' plan concerning Lazarus or God's greater plan of salvation


through Jesus, voiced their concern over the growing hostility of the Jews. 
<  The last two times Jesus visited Jerusalem the Jews had tried to stone Him to death.  See John 8:59


and 10:31.
vs. 9-10
< This metaphor tells the disciples that Jesus isn't in any danger yet, because it isn't the appointed time


for Him to die.  He can continue to work without serious trouble for now.  
< Jesus used the metaphor of hours for the timing of life in other places. (John 2:4; 12:23; 16:21; 17:1;


Mark 16:41).  
< While the Lord grants life, work can be done; in death, no work can be done.  (cf. Last paragraph of


the General Prayer, TLH p. 13)
v. 11
< After letting that sink in, He revealed the purpose of their journey.  
< He knew Lazarus was dead but gives this accurate picture of death.  
< For the believer who will rise again from death, death essentially is a sleep.  (See Application 1 for


description of death.)
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vs 14-15
< Jesus clarifies for the disciples in their misunderstanding.  
< Then He reveals more as He explains that He had purposely stayed away so that they would believe


something more about Him.  
< So even though Lazarus is dead, Jesus wants them to come and see Lazarus and received benefit for


their faith.
v. 16
< Thomas shows his skeptical side, not understanding or believing Jesus' assurance that there was no


danger yet.
v. 17
< Lazarus had been dead four days by this time.  Some commentators feel that he died on the day Jesus


received the message of his illness by allowing one day for the messenger, two days delay, and one
day for Jesus to travel to Bethany.  Though possible, calculation is not certain as travel time can not
be accurately measured from the information we have.


v. 18
< Jesus' enemies were in Jerusalem, the major city of the country where the most people could hear of


what would soon happen.  
< This detail adds reality, suspense, and helpful information for calculating the speed of news, (v 46).
v. 19
< Mary and Martha were well known and respected.  So a large crowd had come to comfort them in


their loss.
v. 20
< Martha anxiously hurried to hear Jesus' comforting words for only He can give true comfort at such


times.  
< Mary remained behind, perhaps to give Martha a chance to speak with Jesus privately or she was


simply absorbed by mourning.
v. 21
< This thought was probably on many believers' minds at this time (cf Mary  v. 32).  
< They knew that Jesus was able to heal the sick, for by this time He had healed many people.
v. 22
< Perhaps Jesus' earlier reply (v. 4) had given her hope but she expressed her trust that Jesus could still


do something about Lazarus' death.  
< She isn't sure what is possible, but her faith in Jesus is evident.  Nevertheless, her words imply she


doesn't yet see that Jesus is actually God, but that only He can ask anything of God freely.
v. 23
< Jesus begins to create a newer faith and hope for her with this general statement.
v. 24
< Martha declared her belief in the final resurrection.  The Old Testament also teaches this belief: (Ps


17:5, Deut 32:39; Dan 12:2; Is 26:19; Job 19:25ff; Hos 6:2; 13:14; Heb 11:10).  But she didn't yet
(dare?) believe that Jesus had the power to raise Lazarus from the dead after four days.


vs. 25-26
< This wonderful assurance declares Jesus' ability to raise all believers from the dead.  
< Through faith, Jesus gives life to replace the hopelessness of death; for when a believer dies, Jesus


will raise him or her to eternal life.
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v. 27
< Martha doesn’t then fully understand what Jesus is telling her but she humbly confesses her trust in


His words by confessing her faith that Jesus is the Promised One, the Son of God sent into the world
for her.


v. 28
< Then Martha leaves and secretly tells Mary that Jesus, the Teacher, wants to talk to her. 
<  Her choice of titles for Jesus perhaps was meant to encourage Mary to sit at Jesus' feet again to


learn and find comfort from Him (Luke 10:38-42).
v. 29
< When she heard that Jesus wanted to speak to her, Mary quickly went to Him.
v. 30
< Jesus purposely remained out of town to have a chance to meet with Martha and Mary privately,


before the town heard He was there and would crowd around Him.
v. 31
< But privacy was interrupted by custom, for the mourners felt it important to stay with Mary to


comfort her in this time of loss. So they followed her.
v. 32
< When Mary found Jesus, she fell at His feet in sorrow and respect.  
< Her words revealed at what point her faith was frustrated.
v. 33
< Sin causes great sorrow especially in its result, namely death.  
< Jesus groaned in righteous anger as He saw the tears that sin had brought to the world He had


created for life and joy.  
< He fully empathized with Mary and those who felt the sorrow of death among them.  (Heb 4:15, Is


53:3).
v. 34
< He asked to see the tomb where death held temporary sway.
v. 35
< This shortest verse in the Bible delivers a long sermon on the humanness of our Lord and Savior


Jesus Christ.  
< It assures us that we have in Him the perfect High Priest (Heb 4:15) and Savior who can meet us


where we are and take the burden of our sins upon Himself to the cross and bring the oil of joy to
replace our mourning.  


< The Greek contrasts Jesus' quiet, yet sincere mourning and the loud, customary wailing of the
general mourners.


v. 36
< Those who saw Jesus' weeping saw Jesus' love, though restricted it to His friend Lazarus.
v. 37
< Others mocked His tears, implying that if Jesus had indeed loved Lazarus, He certainly would have


used the power to prevent Lazarus from dying in the first place.
v. 38
< Jesus, frustrated with the limited faith of the crowd, arrived at the tomb.  
< To help the students visualize the story in their minds, point out the difference between the tombs of


Jesus’ day as here described and the graves of today.
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v. 39
< Martha, still not fully grasping by faith what Jesus could or intended to do, attempted to discourage


Jesus' seemingly insensitive order.  
< She was right, a body four days dead would stink in those conditions.
v. 40
< Jesus reminded her of His previous assurances about the resurrection and added that she would be


privileged to witness the truth behind those statements. 
< In so doing, He called her again to increase her faith in Him.
vs. 41-42
< When the people then obeyed Jesus’ command, He directed their attention to Heaven with His


prayer of thanksgiving  spoken out loud for their benefit. 
< The people needed to understand that Jesus' actions were not for self-glorification, but done


according to God the Father's larger plan for His Son.  
< As the effects of His current actions flowed into the whirlpool of events surrounding His death and


resurrection, the people might then believe in Him as their Savior as God the Father intended Him to
be.


v. 43
< Loudly, for the benefit of the crowd, though it would have been just as effective as a still, small


voice, the Word of God's Son instilled life and action into the body that had been dead for four days.
v. 44
< See vocabulary notes on graveclothes.  
< As the detail of the eyewitness account testifies, when God's Word resurrected Him, Lazarus wasn't


a spirit or a ghost but the actual living body of Lazarus, restrained by the cloths that had bound him
at his death.  


< So that the people would realize this, Jesus commanded them to loose him and let Lazarus move
freely.


< Jesus performed this greatest, most powerful of miracles of His life on earth to reveal to the people
then and throughout history that He is indeed the Lord of Life with the power to reverse death and
break the power of sin.  


< For those who were there and those who by faith see this miracle through God's inspired Words, this
lesson gives the assurance to follow Jesus, the Lord and Giver of Life, to death itself and beyond.


v. 45
< For many who saw it, this miracle had God's intended result.  They believed Jesus.
v. 46
< But others, in the hardness of their hearts rejected this clear message and went to Jesus' enemies with


the news of what Jesus had done.  See vocabulary on the Pharisees.
vs. 47-48
< This amazing event and others worried Jesus' enemies so that they called a meeting to decide once


and for all how to handle the perceived threat to their position as leaders of the people. 
< They obviously hadn't obeyed Jesus' sermon to them recorded in John 10:25-38.
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vs. 48-52
< In his arrogance, Caiaphas ironically condemned his fellow conspirators for not knowing what


needed to be done, (Rom 1:22).  
< And so, by the direction of the Holy Spirit, Caiaphas presented one of the more powerful summaries


of the Gospel to them as the plot to destroy Jesus.  
< John's inspired commentary shows how different Caiaphas' meaning was from how the Holy Spirit


intended those words. 
< For it was expedient, that is necessary and efficient though not fair, that Jesus must die in order to


prevent the whole nation, in fact the whole family of God, from perishing.
v. 53
< And so, without knowing it, they chose to become pawns on the side of evil but still would


accomplish God's plan of good.
v. 54
< So that the timing of God's plan would be accomplished, Jesus withdrew with His disciples from His


enemies until His hour should come (John 12:23; 17:1).


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, Through this lesson You call us to believe that You are the Lord of life with power 
over even death itself.  Because of sin within us we fear death.  But You suffered death for us and the 
punishment of sin that we fear in death. You have taken away the sting of death and replaced it with the
assurance that those who believe in You will rise from death to Live again, with You, forever.  Help us
to view death through the eyes of faith in You and Your promises of a joyful resurrection. Although we
may mourn the loss of our loved ones and the separation that death brings, may we also have the joyful
hope of faith that You will awaken us to be with You and be reunited with our loved ones who have
believed in You.  We ask this, trusting in You as our Lord of Life and Savior. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.
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APPLICATIONS
1. This might be a good opportunity to talk about death. Why do we die?  Sin brought death (Genesis


2:17; 3:1-19 Romans 5:12ff).  It is not natural, as the evolutionists claim.  God created the world
"Good" without death and tears.  What is death?  Death can be defined as "separation."  The Bible
describes three forms of death: 1) Spiritual death: separation of a person's soul from God by sin and
unbelief.  John 3 talks of this as Jesus tells Nicodemus that sinful people must be born again by the
Spirit who creates and sustains faith in Jesus.  2) Physical death: separation of the soul from the
body until God reunites them on Judgement Day or as related in the few miracles God records in the
Bible.  See Ecc. 12:7 along with Gen. 3:19.  In Luke 8:55 the girl's spirit returned to her body at
Jesus' command and she was alive.  3) Eternal death: the eternal separation of the unbelievers' body
and soul from God for all eternity in Hell. What does this lesson teach us about death? Jesus, the
Lord of Life has the power over death (John 5:21-29).  And through Jesus' death and resurrection,
we are assured that believers will be raised and be given eternal life (1 Corinthians 15).  We no
longer need to fear death (as the sinful nature within us naturally does) but see it as a door to heaven
to be with Jesus.  Is it okay to cry when people die?  We mourn that sin caused our temporary loss,
but we also rejoice when a believer dies.  Even though for time we are separated from those who die,
yet in eternity we will be reunited with those who believed on Jesus as their Savior from sin and
death.


2. Compared with those who believed on Jesus, Jesus' enemies reacted quite differently to the miracle
Jesus performed.  They refused to believe in Jesus despite the more and more proofs there were to
believe in Him. Eventually they began plotting Jesus’ death.  Some enemies of Jesus won't be
converted to faith in Jesus. Yet, despite their evil schemes, God turned their plans to good, even
having the High Priest summarize the truth of the Gospel.  Likewise, God turns the horror of death
into a passageway to life for the believer.  How is this comforting to us (Rom. 8:28)?  (If students
want to know why some believe and others don't, here is your answer.  Scripture teaches if someone
doesn't believe, it is his or her fault; and if someone does believe, it is none of his or her doing but
God's grace alone at work.  More than that, we cannot say without giving man credit for salvation or
condemning God for man's damnation.)


3. (Upper levels) Jesus described death as a sleep from which Jesus could awaken people.  The Bible
teaches us what death is (see above) and also that all will rise from death (John 5:24-29, esp. 29). 
After all are raised from the dead, God will judge them on the basis of faith in Jesus as their Savior. 
Believers will inherit eternal life (John 11:25-26) but those who do not believe will be condemned to
Hell.  Those who believe will have shown it in their lives, but unbelievers will have shown their
unbelief by their lives as well (Matt. 25:31-46).  Use 1 Corinthians 15 (esp. 12-19) to compare the
Christian hope of the resurrection to alternative views of death.  Some religions teach that when a
person dies, there is no life after death.  Others believe in reincarnation, that people return to this life
in a different form to try to do better than before and eventually achieve the highest level of good
called “nirvana.”
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
John 11:25 -  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live.”
Hebrews 11:1 - Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.


Middle any of the above and...
Job 19:25-27 -  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and after my 
skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my 
eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!
Romans 5:12 - Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 15:55-57 - "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?" The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 - But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.


HYMN CHOICES
"I Know That My Redeemer Lives" (TLH 200 1,3,5-8)
"Jesus Lives, The Victory's Won" (TLH 201 1,2,5)
"When My Last Hour is Close at Hand" (TLH 594 all or 4-5)
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead
John 11:1-54


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


People die because of sin.  In today's
lesson, we hear about a man who dies.  Jesus
has power over death.


There was a man who was sick.  His
name was Lazarus.  He was the brother of Mary
and Martha.  They were all friends of Jesus. 
They knew Jesus could heal Lazarus, so they
sent a message to Jesus telling Him that
Lazarus was sick.  


Jesus was in another town, and didn't
come right away. He said Lazarus’ sickness
would give glory to God.  


After two days, Jesus told his disciples
that they would go see Lazarus and wake him
up out of a sleep.  The disciples were scared to
go because the Jews had tried to kill Jesus
earlier.  But Jesus knew He wouldn't be killed
yet.  


When they got to Bethany where Mary
and Martha lived, they heard that Lazarus had
died four days earlier.  Martha came to meet
Jesus.  She was sad because she thought that
Jesus hadn’t come early enough to save her
brother.  Jesus said that Lazarus would rise
again.  


Martha knew Lazarus would be raised
on Judgement Day when we all will rise again.
Jesus said to her, "I am the Resurrection and
the Life."


Martha told Mary to go to Jesus.  They
were all sad.  Jesus cried, too. Then Jesus told
them to take the stone away from the grave. 
Even though Lazarus had been dead four
days, Jesus made him alive again!  But even
after this miracle, some people still wanted to
kill Jesus. 


Because of sin, our bodies rot when we
die.  It is God's way of getting rid of dead
things. 


Jesus calls death a sleep.  We don't
have to be afraid, because we know we will
rise again to live with Jesus.  Jesus is God, and
is more powerful than death.  He died on the
cross to save us from our sins, and because He
didn't stay dead, we won't either.


Jesus raised Lazarus from the
dead.


Jesus has power over death and
will raise everyone from the


dead at Judgment Day.


Passages
Job 19:25 -  For I know that my Redeemer lives.


Hymn - TLH #200 v. 1


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my everliving Head.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for dying for our sins. Thank You for
also rising so that we too will rise from the dead
and go to heaven, unless You come to earth
first. Please help us to learn Your Holy Word.
Keep our faith strong.  Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Help Mary and Martha get to Lazarus by tracing the path.


  


Classroom Art Activity - Make a get well or sympathy card.  Cut along the dotted
line. Fold in half so the words and Jesus are on the outside and draw a picture on the inside. 
Give it to someone who is sick or sad about the death of a loved one.


 


Jesus said,           
 "I am the Resurrection 


and the Life."John 11:25  
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead
John 11:1-54







New Testament                                                                                         Lazarus Raised - Level 12


The Story


People die because of sin.  In
today's lesson, we hear about a
man who dies.  We learn what
happens to his body when he dies,
what Jesus calls death, and that
Jesus has power over death.


There was a man who was sick. 
His name was Lazarus.  He was the
brother of Mary and Martha.  They
were all friends of Jesus.  They knew
Jesus could heal Lazarus, so they
sent a message to Jesus telling Him
that Lazarus was sick.  


Jesus was in another town, and
didn't come right away. He said
Lazarus’ sickness would give glory to
God.  


After two days, Jesus told his
disciples that they would go see
Lazarus and wake him up out of a
sleep.  The disciples were scared to
go because the Jews had tried to kill
Jesus earlier.  But Jesus knew He
wouldn't be killed yet.  


When they got to Bethany
where Mary and Martha lived, they
heard that Lazarus had died four
days earlier.  Martha came to meet
Jesus.  She was sad because she
thought that Jesus hadn’t come


early enough to save her brother. 
Jesus said that Lazarus would rise
again.  


Martha knew Lazarus would be
raised on Judgement Day when we
all will rise again, but Jesus told her
He was the Resurrection and the
Life.  Jesus says whoever believes in
Him will never die.  


Martha told Mary to go to
Jesus.  They were all sad.  Jesus
cried, too. Then Jesus told them to
take the stone away from the
grave.  Even though Lazarus had
been dead four days, Jesus made
him alive again!  But even after this
miracle, some people still wanted to
kill Jesus. 


Because of sin, our bodies rot
when we die.  It is God's way of
getting rid of dead things. 


Jesus calls death a sleep.  We
don't have to be afraid, because
we know we will rise again to live
with Jesus.  Jesus is God, and is more
powerful than death.  He died on
the cross to save us from our sins,
and because He didn't stay dead,
we won't either.


Passages
John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the Resurrection 


and the Life."


Job 19:25 -  For I know that my Redeemer lives.
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2


Activity One - Help Mary and Martha get to Lazarus by tracing the path.


Activity Two  -
Connect the dots to see  where Lazarus came out.


i1 3
4


5


6


11
12


13


10
7


14


9
15


8
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Hymn - TLH #200 v. 1


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my everliving Head.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for dying for our sins. Thank You for also rising so that we too
will rise from the dead and go to heaven, unless You come to earth
first. Please help us to learn Your Holy Word. Keep our faith strong.
Amen.


Activity Three - Make a get well or sympathy card.  Cut along the dotted line. Fold in
half so the words are on the outside and draw a picture on the inside.  Give it to someone
who is sick or sad about the death of a loved one.
 


Jesus said,           
 "I am the Resurrection 


and the Life."John 11:25  


back                                                                                                                                              front           
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead
John 11:1-46
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The Story


Why do people die?  People
die because of sin.  What happens
when something dies?  It doesn't
take long before it starts to rot or
decay. Once something dies, can it
come back to life?  Normally it
doesn't, but in this lesson, we hear of
someone who has power over
death,  Jesus.


Mary, Martha, and Lazarus
were brother and sisters.  They knew
Jesus and were His friends.  One day
Lazarus became sick.  The sisters sent
a message to Jesus because they
had faith that  He could come and
help them.  Jesus was in another
town and didn't come right away.


After two days, Jesus told His
disciples they would go and wake
up Lazarus out of a sleep.  This would
give glory to God.  The disciples
were afraid because the Jews had
tried to kill Jesus earlier, but Jesus
knew they should go.


When they got to Bethany,
Martha ran to meet Jesus and said
that Lazarus had been dead four
days, but he wouldn't have died if
Jesus had come earlier.  Jesus said
Lazarus would rise again.  Martha
thought Jesus meant Lazarus would
be raised on Judgment Day,  but
Jesus said  "I am the Resurrection
and the Life.  He that believes in Me
will never die."


Then Martha told Mary to see
Jesus.  They all went to the grave.


Everyone was sad.  Jesus cried.
Then Jesus told them to take


the stone away from the cave.  They
did.  Jesus prayed to His Father and
said, "Lazarus, come forth."  Even
though Lazarus had been dead four
days, Jesus made him alive again. 
He wasn't even sick anymore.  This
did give glory to God.  This miracle
helped some people believe in
Jesus.  Others
still wanted to kill him.


There are three kinds of death. 
Death means separation.  We all will
die physically, which is a separation
of the soul from the body. Jesus has
power over this death, and calls it a
sleep.  We will be united again with
our glorious body on Judgement
Day.


Spiritual death is separation
from God.  Unbelievers are spiritually
dead.  Jesus has power
over this death when He calls
unbelievers to faith.  This makes them
spiritually alive.  


Eternal death is a separation
from God forever.  Once an
unbeliever dies physically, he also
dies eternally.  Jesus has power
over this death because He said "He
who believes in Me will never die."


Jesus is all powerful, even over
death.
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Something to Think About - Find these words in the puzzle below.


R
E
D
E
E
M
E
R


E
G
E
X
M
A
R
Y


S
L
A
Z
A
R
U
S


U
V
T
S
O
T
W
J


R
P
H
P
L
H
C
E


R
K
F
I


M
A
B
S


E
T
E
R
N
A
L
U


C
F
L
I
F
E
D
S


T
B
E
T
H
A
N
Y


I
S
X
U
J
M
O
H


O
F
J
A
V
I
R
N


N
F
G
L
A
D
F
B


P
H
Y
S
I
C
A
L


Recalling the Story - Match the correct answer with the question.


_____ 1. Where did Lazarus live?


_____ 2. Who were his sisters?                    


_____ 3. Why did they call Jesus? 


_____ 4. Why didn't Jesus come right away?


_____ 5. How did Jesus help them?               


_____ 6. What does death mean?                 


_____ 7. Who has power over death?          


BETHANY
MARY


MARTHA
LAZARUS


DEATH
LIFE


RESURRECTION
JESUS


ETERNAL
SPIRITUAL


REDEEMER
PHYSICAL


A. He knew that raising a
dead person would show
more glory to God.


B. A separation.


C. Bethany


D. Raised Lazarus from the
dead, and made him
completely well.


E. Mary and Martha


F. Jesus, Son of God


G. Lazarus was sick, and they
had faith that Jesus could
make him well.
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Passages


John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the Resurrection and the Life.  
He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live."


Hebrews 11:1 - Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen.


Job 19:25 -  For I know that my Redeemer lives.


Hymn - TLH #200 v. 1, 7, 8 


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my everliving Head.


He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.


He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives,
“I know that my Redeemer lives!”


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus,  
We are sorry that we have sinned and deserve death. Thank You for


giving us this story to show us that You have the power over death.  Give us the
faith to believe these words, and the strength to spread it to others.  In Your
name,  Amen.
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead
John 11:1-46


When is this flag given out?
What is death?
Why do people die?
How can we overcome death?


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven,  You have sent
Your Son into this world so that our sins would be forgiven.  Even though we
may die physically and be  separated from our bodies, we pray that You give
us faith to overcome spiritual death.  Keep us in Your Word, so that when we
die, we may live eternally with You in heaven.  Amen.


The Story  - John 11:1-7, 11-46 


Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus
of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister
Martha. {2} It was that Mary who anointed
the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus
was sick. {3} Therefore the sisters sent to
Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You
love is sick." 


{4} When Jesus heard that, He said,
"This sickness is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God may be
glorified through it." 


{5} Now Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus. {6} So, when He heard
that he was sick, He stayed two more days
in the place where He was. {7} Then after
this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to
Judea again." 


 {11} ... After that He said to them,
"Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I
may wake him up." 


{12} Then His disciples said, "Lord, if
he sleeps he will get well." {13} However,


Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought
that He was speaking about taking rest in
sleep. 


{14} Then Jesus said to them plainly,
"Lazarus is dead. {15} "And I am glad for
your sakes that I was not there, that you
may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him." 


{16} Then Thomas, who is called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also
go, that we may die with Him." 


{17} So when Jesus came, He found
that he had already been in the tomb four
days. {18} Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, about two miles away. {19} And
many of the Jews had joined the women
around Martha and Mary, to comfort them
concerning their brother. 


{20} Then Martha, as soon as she
heard that Jesus was coming, went and
met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house.
{21} Then Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You
had been here, my brother would not
have died. {22} "But even now I know that
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whatever You ask of God, God will give
You." 


{23} Jesus said to her, "Your brother
will rise again." 


{24} Martha said to Him, "I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection at the
last day." 


{25} Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes
in Me, though he may die, he shall live. {26}
"And whoever lives and believes in Me shall
never die. Do you believe this?" 


{27} She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I
believe that You are the Christ, the Son of
God, who is to come into the world." 


{28} And when she had said these
things, she went her way and secretly
called Mary her sister, saying, "The Teacher
has come and is calling for you." {29} As
soon as she heard that, she arose quickly
and came to Him. {30} Now Jesus had not
yet come into the town, but was in the
place where Martha met Him. {31} Then
the Jews who were with her in the house,
and comforting her, when they saw that
Mary rose up quickly and went out,
followed her, saying, "She is going to the
tomb to weep there." 


{32} Then, when Mary came where
Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at
His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had
been here, my brother would not have
died." 


{33} Therefore, when Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her
weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was
troubled. {34} And He said, "Where have
you laid him?" 


They said to Him, "Lord, come and
see." 


{35} Jesus wept. {36} Then the Jews
said, "See how He loved him!" 


{37} And some of them said, "Could
not this Man, who opened the eyes of the
blind, also have kept this man from dying?" 


{38} Then Jesus, again groaning in
Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. {39} Jesus said,
"Take away the stone." 


Martha, the sister of him who was
dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there
is a stench, for he has been dead four
days." 


{40} Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to
you that if you would believe you would
see the glory of God?" {41} Then they took
away the stone from the place where the
dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up
His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that
You have heard Me. {42} "And I know that
You always hear Me, but because of the
people who are standing by I said this, that
they  may believe that You sent Me." {43}
Now when He had said these things, He
cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come
forth!" {44} And he who had died came out
bound hand and foot with graveclothes,
and his face was wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, "Loose him, and let him 
go." 


{45} Then many of the Jews who had
come to Mary, and had seen the things
Jesus did, believed in Him. {46} But some of
them went away to the Pharisees and told
them the things Jesus did.


Outer Aim Jesus resurrects a man who has been dead for four days.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks. The Word Box will help you.


1. Lazarus was ______________ and __________________.


2. _____________and____________ asked ____________ to help.


3. Lazarus was in the grave ________days.


4. Jesus raised Lazarus so ______________________________and to give
 


__________________________________.


Passages


Job 19:25-27  - For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on
the earth;  and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see
God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  


How my heart yearns within me!


Romans 5:19 - For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so
also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.


John 11:25  - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live."


Inner Aim  Jesus, God’s Son, has power over death.


Martha
4


Lazarus
glory to God


died
Mary


3
Jesus


many would believe
sick
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What God Tells Us - Fill in the crossword puzzle by using the clues below.


Across
4.  Jesus ______ Lazarus from the
dead.
5.  These people comforted Mary.
7.  Friend of Jesus who died.
9.  One of the sisters.
10. Shortest verse of the Bible. Jn.
11:35 (2 words)


Down
1.  Lazarus’s sister.
2.  Lazarus was sick and ____.
3.  Town where Lazarus lived.
5. ______ was a friend of the family.
6.  How we talk to God.
8.  Jesus ____ to help after 2 days.


Hymn - TLH #201 v. 1, 2


Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appal me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave Christ will recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.


Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High o’er heav’n and earth is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful, doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
Through this lesson You call us to believe that You are the Lord of life with power


over even death itself.  Because of sin within us, we fear death.  But You suffered
death for us and the punishment of sin that we fear in death.  You have taken away
the sting of death and replaced it with the assurance that those who believe in You
will rise from death to live again, with You, forever.  Help us to view death though the
eyes of faith in You and Your promises of a joyful resurrection.   We ask this, trusting in
You as our Lord of Life and Savior.   Amen.


1.


2. 3.


4. 5.


6.


7.


8.


9.


10.
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Lazarus Raised from the Dead
John 11:1-54


When is this flag given out? (The death of a soldier)
What is death?
Why do people die?
How can we overcome death?


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven,  You have sent Your Son
into this world so that our sins would be forgiven. 
Even though we may die physically and be  separated from our bodies, we pray that You
give us faith to overcome spiritual death.  Keep us in Your Word, so that when we die, we
may live eternally with You in heaven.  Amen.


The Story  - John 11:1-7, 11-46 


Now a certain man was sick,
Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary
and her sister Martha. {2} It was that
Mary who anointed the Lord with
fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her
hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. {3}
Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying,
"Lord, behold, he whom You love is
sick." 


{4} When Jesus heard that, He
said, "This sickness is not unto death, but
for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified through it." 


{5} Now Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus. {6} So, when He
heard that he was sick, He stayed two
more days in the place where He was.
{7} Then after this He said to the
disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 


 {11} ... After that He said to them,
"Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I
may wake him up." 


{12} Then His disciples said, "Lord, if


he sleeps he will get well." {13} However,
Jesus spoke of his death, but they
thought that He was speaking about
taking rest in sleep. 


{14} Then Jesus said to them
plainly, "Lazarus is dead. {15} "And I am
glad for your sakes that I was not there,
that you may believe. Nevertheless let
us go to him." 


{16} Then Thomas, who is called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let
us also go, that we may die with Him." 


{17} So when Jesus came, He
found that he had already been in the
tomb four days. {18} Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, about two miles away.
{19} And many of the Jews had joined
the women around Martha and Mary,
to comfort them concerning their
brother. 


{20} Then Martha, as soon as she
heard that Jesus was coming, went and
met Him, but Mary was sitting in the
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house. {21} Then Martha said to Jesus,
"Lord, if You had been here, my brother
would not have died. {22} "But even
now I know that whatever You ask of
God, God will give You." 


{23} Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again." 


{24} Martha said to Him, "I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection
at the last day." 


{25} Jesus said to her, "I am the
resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he
shall live. {26} "And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. Do you
believe this?" 


{27} She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I
believe that You are the Christ, the Son
of God, who is to come into the world." 


{28} And when she had said these
things, she went her way and secretly
called Mary her sister, saying, "The
Teacher has come and is calling for
you." {29} As soon as she heard that, she
arose quickly and came to Him. {30}
Now Jesus had not yet come into the
town, but was in the place where
Martha met Him. {31} Then the Jews
who were with her in the house, and
comforting her, when they saw that
Mary rose up quickly and went out,
followed her, saying, "She is going to the
tomb to weep there." 


{32} Then, when Mary came
where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell
down at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if
You had been here, my brother would
not have died." 


{33} Therefore, when Jesus saw
her weeping, and the Jews who came
with her weeping, He groaned in the
spirit and was troubled. {34} And He
said, "Where have you laid him?" 


They said to Him, "Lord, come and
see." 


{35} Jesus wept. {36} Then the
Jews said, "See how He loved him!" 


{37} And some of them said,
"Could not this Man, who opened the
eyes of the blind, also have kept this
man from dying?" 


{38} Then Jesus, again groaning in
Himself, came to the tomb. It was a
cave, and a stone lay against it. {39}
Jesus said, "Take away the stone." 


Martha, the sister of him who was
dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time
there is a stench, for he has been dead
four days." 


{40} Jesus said to her, "Did I not
say to you that if you would believe you
would see the glory of God?" {41} Then
they took away the stone from the
place where the dead man was lying.
And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said,
"Father, I thank You that You have
heard Me. {42} "And I know that You
always hear Me, but because of the
people who are standing by I said this,
that they  may believe that You sent
Me." {43} Now when He had said these
things, He cried with a loud voice,
"Lazarus, come forth!" {44} And he who
had died came out bound hand and
foot with graveclothes, and his face
was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to
them, "Loose him, and let him  go." 


{45} Then many of the Jews who
had come to Mary, and had seen the
things Jesus did, believed in Him. {46}
But some of them went away to the
Pharisees and told them the things
Jesus did.
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Outer Aim Jesus resurrects a man who has been dead for four days.


Recalling Details - Find the words from the story in the cross puzzle. Then use the words to
retell the story.
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Discussion Questions


1. How do we know Mary and Martha believed in Jesus?
2. Why did Jesus wait before He came to help?
3. What is death?
4. Why do people die?
5. How do we overcome death?
6. Can we be certain of our own resurrection?
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Passages


Job 19:25-27  - For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; 
and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for


myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  
How my heart yearns within me!


Romans 5:12 -  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.


John 11:25  - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live."


Inner Aim  Jesus, God’s Son, has power over death.


Hymn - TLH #201 "Jesus Lives, The Victory's Won" v. 1, 2 show us that because Jesus
overcame death, we also will overcome death.


Jesus lives! The vict’ry’s won!
Death no longer can appal me;
Jesus lives! Death’s reign is done!
From the grave Christ will recall me.
Brighter scenes will then commence;
This shall be my confidence.


Jesus lives! To Him the throne
High o’er heav’n and earth is given.
I shall go where He is gone,
Live and reign with Him in heaven.
God is faithful, doubtings, hence!
This shall be my confidence.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, Through this lesson You call us to believe that You are the Lord
of life with power over even death itself.  Because of sin within us, we fear
death.  But You suffered death for us and the punishment of sin that we fear in
death.  You have taken away the sting of death and replaced it with the
assurance that those who believe in You will rise from death to live again, with
You, forever.  Help us to view death though the eyes of faith in You and Your
promises of a joyful resurrection.   We ask this, trusting in You as our Lord of Life
and Savior.   Amen.
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STORY 8/4/03


Palm Sunday - Matthew - 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-19


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, I am mindful how Your Son, our Savior, came in great humility to suffer and die for
my sins, so I come to You now in great humility, asking You to guide me as I teach Your lambs Your Word.
Unless Your mighty hand directs me I know that I cannot lead these children aright. I pray therefore that You
would give me full measure of Your Holy Spirit that He may work through the Word in the hearts of Your
little lambs. It is indeed a joy and a privilege to bring Your holy Word to Your children, knowing that You
will accomplish great things in them through that Word. Thank You, dear Father. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Bethphage – (BETH-fa-gee) A small town on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho (east of Jerusalem). No
trace of the city remains today.
"The Prophet" – A phrase used often in the New Testament which can refer to any Old Testament prophet.
Here it is a reference to the Prophet Zechariah.
Zion – The name of the southwestern hill of Jerusalem where David built a fortress and his own house. Zion
later was used to refer to Jerusalem and its inhabitants, and still later to signify all of God's people (the
Christian Church).
Hosanna – Means "Save!" "Save, I pray" or "Save now." It is a Hebrew or Aramaic expression that came
to be used as an exclamation of praise or honor.


OUTER AIM
Lower - Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Upper - Jesus entered Jerusalem in humility.


INNER AIM
Lower - Jesus is our Savior, and we will worship Him.
Upper - Jesus, the Son of God, came as a humble servant to save all mankind.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 299-309)
This account is used both in Advent and in Lent. In Advent it is used to point ahead to Jesus' Second
Coming, and in Lent as the beginning of Holy Week. All four Gospels record the account, which tells us
something of its importance. We find here a fulfillment of two Old Testament prophesies: Psalm 24:7-10 and
Zechariah 9:9. (Consider reading these prophecies at the beginning of the lesson, asking the students to see if
they can tell how they were fulfilled as the events of Palm Sunday progressed.)
v. 1-3
< Jesus traveled to Jerusalem knowing full well thatHewould die there. (Matthew 16:21) This is further


evidence that neither Satan nor humans could take Jesus' life from Him, but He could lay it down
willingly. (John 10:18)


< Jesus here demonstrated that, although He set aside the full use of his divine powers, He was still true
God, able by His divine power to know of the donkey and know that the owners would allow his
disciples to take it.
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v. 4-6
< No matter how seemingly insignificant, Jesus did not leave even one prophecy unfulfilled. HereHefulfilled


what was earlier spoken by the Prophet Zechariah.
< The choice of a donkey rather than a nobler mode of transportation is significant. 
< When Jesus came the first time He came as our humble Savior. 
< He came not to be served but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. (Mat. 20:28)
<  The next time He comes will not be in humility but in power and great glory. 
< With the shouts of praise from the people we are given a brief glimpse of that future glory.
< See the definition above for "Zion."  "Daughter of Zion" probably referred specifically to the inhabitants of


Jerusalem, but in a symbolic, spiritual way the words apply to all believers of all time, for Jesus rode into
Jerusalem to save each one of us.


< v. 7-8
< These cut palm branches give the day its name. 
< The spreading of palm branches and garments on the road was a greeting reserved for the arrival of


conquering heroes, especially kings. 
< What a strange procession we see here, as many of those who worshiped Jesus as king on Palm Sunday


were probably among those later calling for his crucifixion. 
< The scribes and Pharisees had hoped that Jesus would come to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, but


they hadn't counted on this kind of reception by the people. 
< They were powerless to stop it. Had the people not cried out, the very stones would have. (Luke 19:40)
v. 9
< Imagine the scene as "a very great multitude" sang out the praises of their King! 
< Yet this is as nothing compared to the celebration of all the faithful on the Last Day, when Jesus returns in


pure, unrestrained power and glory.
< Like the word hallelujah, hosanna came to represent more than just its literal meaning in the minds of the


people. 
< It came to be used as an expression of joy;  "praise the Lord!" It had clear implications to the Promised


Messiah, who alone could save.
< "Hosanna in the highest" was roughly equivalent to "May our shout of praise resound also in heaven."
< So also we sing "All Glory Be to God on High!" (TLH 237)
v. 10-11
< The commotion stirred the entire city to ask what was happening and what it meant. 
< Since Jesus entered during the Passover, there were many more Jews in Jerusalem than usual. 
< One census during the reign of Emperor Nero reckoned the number of Jews in Jerusalem during the


Passover at 2,700,000.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, on Palm Sunday You demonstrated to me just what kind of Savior-King You are. Although as true
God You possessed all the power of heaven and earth, You set aside the full use of that power and became my
humble servant-Savior. Thank You for coming to earth to take away my sins. Because You humbled Yourself
and willingly went to Jerusalem to die for my sins, now I never have to fear death or hell. Please give me the
same kind of humble, loving spirit that You had while on earth. I look forward to the day when You return
again with all Your divine power clearly seen by all. Please keep me safe until that day, and please come
quickly. Amen.
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PRESENTATION
A harmony of the four Gospel accounts of this story has been prepared. This can be read in class, or the
teacher can tell the story, or both.


ACTIVITY TWO
Photocopy the palm leaf on page 4 onto green paper (or have the students color the leaf provided) and cut out
one for each student (or have them cut out the leaves). Have the children lay the leaves on the floor pretending
Jesus is coming. They can say:


Hosanna! Hosanna! All the people sing.
Hosanna! Hosanna! For Christ the Lord is King.


APPLICATIONS
1. Note the self-discipline and the determination of Jesus to walk the path to the cross. He went to Jerusalem


knowing that thereHewould have to pay for the sins of the world – a punishment that made physical
crucifixion seem easy. Discuss with your students how they would feel and what they would do if they
could see into the future and could know ahead of time when and how they would die. (if they had even
one guilty sin they had not given over to God for His forgiveness)


2. Discuss the difference between stealing and borrowing. When does borrowing become stealing? Did Jesus
tell his disciples to steal the donkey? Answer: Jesus is special in thatHecan read hearts. He also knew that
someone would give the disciples permission to borrow the donkey. Jesus, who could read hearts, would
have known that the owner wouldn't object to lending his animal. We cannot read hearts; therefore we will
want to always ask permission before we borrow something. In this case it was a great honor to supply the
Son of God with the donkey.


3. When the Jews received Jesus as their king, they shouted the word, "Hosanna!" This word, as noted
above, means "Save now." The people saw Jesus as a Savior, but most of them thought ofHimas some
sort of earthly savior – a "bread king." When they shouted "Hosanna," they might well have been thinking
of Jesus as a king that would deliver them from Roman oppression. What Bible words or phrases do we
use today without really thinking about what they mean? (Answer: Hallelujah, Praise the Lord,
sanctification, justification, atonement, Thy kingdom come, etc.) We want to always strive for the meaning
in Bible terms and truths.


4. What does it mean that Jesus is our king? (Answer: ThatHerules over us, not by force but with the faith and
love worked in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. When we pray "Thy kingdom come" in the Lord's Prayer, we
are praying that Jesus would establish and strengthen his rulership in our hearts.)


5. Palm Sunday can be seen as the day on which the Jews picked Jesus to be their king. This happened on
the 10th of Nisan. It is no mere coincidence that this was the day on which the Jews annually selected their
Passover lamb, which was then sacrificed five days later (after sunset on Thursday and therefore technically
regarded as Friday by the Jews). Jesus was the Passover Lamb of God, sacrificed on Good Friday for the
sins of the world.
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PASSAGES
If time permits it would be beneficial to take time to explain and apply the following passages to the events of
Palm Sunday. You are encouraged to choose one for memory work.


Lower
Matthew 21:5 - "Behold, Your King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey." 
Matthew 21:9 - "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' Hosanna
in the highest!"
1 Peter 5:5 - "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble."


Middle any of the above and...
Matthew 24:30 - All the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.


Matthew 26:64 - I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and
coming on the clouds of heaven.


Upper any of the above and...
Hebrews 12:2 - Look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Psalms 24:9-10 - Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall
come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.


HYMN CHOICES
"All Glory, Laud, and Honor" (TLH #160:1, 3-4)
"Ride On, Ride On, in Majesty" (TLH #162:1, 4-5)
"Great God What Do I See and Hear?" (TLH #604:1,4)
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Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Jesus and the disciples were coming to
Jerusalem because it was almost time for Jesus
to die on the cross.  Before they reached
Jerusalem, they came to a village.  Jesus told
two of His disciples to go to the village and get
a young donkey.  Jesus told them that if
anyone asked them what they were doing,
they should say, “The Lord needs to use this
donkey.”


The disciples left.  They found the young
donkey.  The people who owned the donkey
asked them what they were doing.  The
disciples said, “The Lord needs to use this
donkey.”  The owners were happy to let Jesus
use the donkey!


The disciples brought the donkey to
Jesus.  They put their coats on the donkey’s
back, and then Jesus sat on it.  Jesus rode into
Jerusalem. Many, many people came out to
greet Him.  Some people put their coats on the
road for Jesus to ride on.  Others put soft, leafy
palm branches on the road.  They were
treating Jesus like a king!


The people also sang praises to Jesus. 
They sang, “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
LORD! Hosanna in the highest!”


There were some people in the crowd,
however, who hated Jesus.  They said,
“Teacher, tell your disciples to be quiet!”


Jesus said, “If they would be quiet, the
stones would call out to say that I am the
Savior!”
The people praised Jesus as He rode


into Jerusalem.


Jesus is our Savior, and we will praise
and worship Him.


Song - “Praise Him, Praise Him”
Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.


Passage
Matthew 21:9 “Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the


LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank You for being our King. Thank You for
taking away our sins. Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Read the class the sentences and have them color the
donkey by each true sentence.


1. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a a donkey.


2. People threw sticks at Jesus.........................


3. People sang “Hosanna” to Jesus.................


4. Jesus doesn’t want us to sing to Him...........


5. Jesus saved us from our sins.........................


6. We worship Jesus.  He is God......................


Classroom Activity - Color the palm leaf on page 4 green.  Cut out the leaf.  Lay
the leaf on the floor and act out what the people said when Jesus was entering Jerusalem.
You can say:


Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! 
Hosanna in the highest!


or


Hosanna! Hosanna! All the people sing.
Hosanna! Hosanna! For Christ the Lord is King.
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New Testament 4 Palm Sunday - Preschool


Classroom Art Activity - Color the picture below. Have the children glue pieces of
cloth on the ground by the palm branches to show the coats that were laid at Jesus’ feet.
You may also want to add more palm branches made out of construction paper.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Palm Sunday - Level 1        8/4/03


Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19
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The Story
Jesus and the disciples were


coming to Jerusalem because it was
almost time for Jesus to die on the cross. 
Before they reached Jerusalem, they
came to a village.  Jesus told two of His
disciples to go to the village and get a
donkey colt.  Jesus told them that if
anyone asked them what they were
doing, they should say, “The Lord needs
to use this donkey.”


The disciples left.  They found the
donkey.  The people who owned the
donkey asked them what they were
doing.  The disciples said, “The Lord
needs to use this donkey.”  The owners
were happy to let Jesus use the donkey!


The disciples brought the donkey
to Jesus.  They put their coats on the
donkey’s back, and then Jesus sat on it. 


Jesus rode into Jerusalem. Many, many
people came out to greet Him.  Some
people put their coats on the road for
Jesus to ride on.  Others put soft, leafy
palm branches on the road.  They were
treating Jesus like a king!


The people also sang praises to
Jesus.  They sang, “Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the LORD! Hosanna in the
highest!”


There were some people in the
crowd, however, who hated Jesus. 
They said, “Teacher, tell your disciples to
be quiet!”


Jesus said, “If they would be
quiet, the stones would call out to say
that I am the Savior!”


Jesus rode into Jerusalem in a humble way on a donkey.


Song - Praise Him, Praise Him
Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.


Passage - Memorize this passage.


Matthew 21:9 “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes
in the name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”
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Jesus is our Savior, and we will worship Him.


Activity One  - Color the donkey by each true sentence.


1. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a a donkey.


2. People threw sticks at Jesus.........................


3. People sang “Hosanna” to Jesus.................


4. Jesus doesn’t want us to sing to Him...........


5. Jesus saved us from our sins.........................


6. We worship Jesus because He is God.........


Prayer
 


Dear Jesus,
Thank you for being our King.
Thank you for taking away our sins. Amen.


Activity Two - Color the palm leaf on page 4 green.  Cut out the leaf.  Lay the leaf on
the floor and act out what the people said when Jesus was entering Jerusalem. You can
say:


Hosanna! Hosanna! All the people sing.
Hosanna! Hosanna! For Christ the Lord is King.
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Activity Three - Color green all the areas that have a dot in them. It will make a palm
leaf.
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Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19
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The Story


Jesus and the disciples were coming
to Jerusalem because it was almost time
for Jesus to die on the cross.  When they
were close to Jerusalem, there was village. 
Jesus told two of His disciples to go to the
village and get a donkey colt.  Jesus told
them that if anyone asked them what they
were doing, they should say, “The Lord
needs to use this donkey.”


The disciples left.  They found the
donkey.  The people who owned the
donkey asked them what they were doing. 
The disciples said, “The Lord needs to use
this donkey.”  The owners were happy to
let Jesus use the donkey.


The disciples brought the donkey to
Jesus.  They put their coats on the


 donkey’s back, and then Jesus sat on it. 
As Jesus rode into Jerusalem, many, many
people came out to greet Him.  Some
people put their coats on the road for
Jesus to ride on.  Others put soft, leafy
palm branches on the road.  They were
treating Jesus like a king.  The people also
sang praises to Jesus.  They sang,
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the LORD!
Hosanna in the highest!”


There were some people in the
crowd who hated Jesus.  They said,
“Teacher, tell your disciples to be quiet!”


Jesus said, “If they would be quiet,
the stones would call out to say that I am
the Savior!”


Outer Aim - Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey


Song - Praise Him, Praise Him


Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Praise Him, praise Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.
Love Him, love Him, All you little children;
God is love, God is love.


Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.
Thank Him, thank Him, All you little children.
God is love, God is love.


Prayer
 Dear Jesus, 


Thank You for being our King. Thank You for dying on the cross to save us
from our sins.  Please help us to remember to worship You.  Amen. 
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Activity One  - Use the word box to fill in the answers on the lines below. Use the
answers to fill in the Crossword Puzzle.


Jesus rode into (4)


______________________ .


He was riding on a young


(6)__________________.


The disciples put their


(3)______________ on the


(6)___________________.


The people put 


(3) ______________ and


(7)_________________


branches on the (2)______________________.


The people sang (8)__________________.


We worship (1)__________________ . He is our (5)______________________.


Inner Aim - Jesus is our Savior, and we will worship Him.


coats     donkey     Hosanna Jerusalem    Jesus    palm      road Savior


1


2


3 4


5


6 7


8
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Passage - Answer the questions about these passages.


Matthew 21:9 “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!”


The people sang to Jesus as their King.  Why do we worship Jesus and sing to Him?


I Peter 5:5 “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
Jesus was humble.  He rode on a humble donkey, too.  We are often proud of ourselves. 
What should we do when we are proud?


Activity Two - Figure out the Secret Message below.


__ __ __ __ __ __, __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __    __ __


__ __ __ __ __ __    __ __   __ __ __,   __ __ __ __ __,


__ __ __     __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __    __


__ __ __ __ __ __.      Matthew 21:5


A =  B =  C = D =  E =    G = H = 
I =          K =  L =   M = N =     O = R = 
S =   T =    U =   W =  Y = 







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Palm Sunday - Level 3        8/17/2004


Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19


How are important people (athletes,
singers, movie stars) today introduced?


Why are they introduced that way?


What, if anything, important do they do?


Prayer
Dear God, Our Father in Heaven, many
years ago You sent Your Son, Jesus, to
this world. Today we are going to study
how Jesus was received by this world.
Help us to understand and appreciate
the important work that Your Son did
for us. We ask this in the name of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen


The Story


Jesus and the disciples drew
near to Jerusalem.  And it came to
pass, when He came near to
Bethphage and Bethany, at the
mountain called Olivet, that He sent
two of His disciples saying, “Go into
the village opposite you, where as
you enter you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her on which no one
has ever sat.  Loose them and bring
them here.  And if anyone asks you,
‘Why are you loosing them?’ thus
you shall say to him, ‘Because the
Lord has need of them’ and
immediately he will send them here.”


All this was done that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet, saying: “Tell the daughter
of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming
to you, lowly, and sitting on a
donkey, the colt, the foal of a
donkey.’”


So those who were sent
departed and found the colt tied by
the door outside on the street, just as
He had said to them.  But as they
were loosing the colt, the owners of
it said to them, “Why are you loosing
the colt?”


And they said, “The Lord has
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need of him.” And they let them go.
Then they brought them to


Jesus.  And they threw their own
garments on the colt, and they set
Jesus on him.  And as He went, a
very great multitude came out to
meet Him, spread their garments on
the road; others cut down leafy
branches from the palm trees and
spread them on the road.


Then, as He was now drawing
near the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude came
out to meet him, spread their
garments on the road; others cut
down leafy branches from the palm
trees and spread them on the road.


 Then, as He was now drawing
near the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to rejoice and praise
God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works they had seen, saying:


“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the LORD!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father


David
That comes in the name of the Lord!
The King of Israel!
Hosanna in the highest!”
And some of the Pharisees


called to Him from the crowd,
“Teacher rebuke Your disciples.”


But He answered and said to
them, “I tell you that if these should
keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out.”


And when He had come into
Jerusalem, all the city was moved,
saying, “Who is this?”  So the
multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the
prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”


And Jesus went into the
temple.  So when He had looked
around at all the things, as the hour
was already late, He went out to
Bethany with the twelve.


What the Story Tells Us - Choose the correct answer and write the letter in the blank.


1. Jesus and His disciples were going
to ___________.


A.  Bethany
B.  Bethphage
C.  Bethlehem
D.  Jerusalem


2.  Two disciples went into town to
get ______________.


A.  a horse
B.  a donkey
C.  a room
D.  some palm branches


3.  Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a
___________.


A. horse
B. mother donkey
C. donkey colt
D. camel


4.  Jesus used __________as a saddle.
A. palm branches
B. clothes
C. a blanket
D. nothing
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5. The people put ________and
______________in the road.


A. palm branches
B. clothes
C. blankets
D. nothing


6. Hosanna means ___________.
A. praise Him
B. hallelujah
C. save
D. blessed


7. The pharisees wanted Jesus to
__________.


A. ride something else
B. bless them
C. give the animal back
D. scold the disciples


Outer Aim
Jesus entered Jerusalem in humility


What God Tells Us - Write (T)rue or (F)alse


_____1.  Jesus knew the donkeys were tied in the village because He had been


there before.


_____2.  Jesus was going to Jerusalem to be crowned king.


_____3.  Jesus rode on the colt of a donkey because He was fulfilling the


Scriptures.


_____4.  The owners of the donkeys did not know that the disciples were


borrowing them.


_____5.  The people wanted Jesus to be their earthly king.


_____6.  Jesus is our heavenly king.


_____7. The only way to honor Jesus is to go to church.


_____8.  Jesus is happy when we go to church even if we don’t listen.


_____9.  When Jesus comes again, both people and angels will honor Him.


 
Inner Aim
Jesus, the Son of God, came as a humble servant to save all mankind.
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Hymn
Read hymn 160, stanzas 1,3,4 and 5.  Write one more stanza for this hymn. 
Make sure it fits the ideas we talked about today.  The first two lines will be the
same as in all the other stanzas so they are already done for you!  You may
work together on this.


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, the passages, and the hymn you read today to
discuss the following questions.


What can you do to honor Jesus when your friends are doing something bad?
What can you do to honor Jesus when you are at school?
What can you do to honor Jesus at church?


Prayer (TLH #161 st. 3)
“Hosanna in the highest!”  That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.  
Oh may we ever praise Him with heart and life and voice 
And in His blissful presence eternally rejoice! Amen.


Passages - Fill in the blanks with the missing words, then find them in the word search.


Matthew 24:30 All the _______________of the earth will mourn, and they will see


the Son of ____________coming on the clouds of heaven with _________and


great glory


Matthew 26:64 I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man


______________at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the


______________________of heaven.


Matthew 21:9 “____________________to the Son of ______________! ‘Blessed is He


who comes in the _______________of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the


___________________!”
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Palm Sunday
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H X A E A I C V D F I I M D U M T
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U J F P N K F P X E U T F T O B E


H O S A N N A B G F N G K L S E P


W W U M O P P O W E R Z U C K F L
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Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19


The Story


Jesus and the disciples drew near to
Jerusalem.  And it came to pass, when He
came near to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the mountain called Olivet, that He sent
two of His disciples saying, “Go into the
village opposite you, where as you enter
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with
her on which no one has ever sat.  Loose
them and bring them here.  And if anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you loosing them?’ thus
you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord has
need of them’ and immediately he will
send them here.”


All this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
saying: “Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold,
your King is coming to you, lowly, and
sitting on a donkey, the colt, the foal of a
donkey.’”


So those who were sent departed
and found the colt tied by the door
outside on the street, just as He had said to
them.  But as they were loosing the colt,
the owners of it said to them, “Why are you
loosing the colt?”


And they said, “The Lord has need of
him.” And they let them go.


Then they brought them to Jesus. 
And they threw their own garments on the
colt, and they set Jesus on him.  And as He
went, a very great multitude came out to
meet him, spread their garments on the 


road; others cut down leafy branches from
the palm trees and spread them on the
road.


 Then, as He was now drawing
near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for
all the mighty works they had seen, saying:


“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the LORD!
Blessed is the kingdom of our father


David
That comes in the name of the Lord!
The King of Israel!
Hosanna in the highest!”
And some of the Pharisees called to


Him from the crowd, “Teacher rebuke Your
disciples.”
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But He answered and said to them,
“I tell you that if these should keep silent,
the stones would immediately cry out.”


And when He had come into
Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying,
“Who is this?”  So the multitudes said, “This


is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of
Galilee.”


And Jesus went into the temple.  So
when He had looked around at all the
things, as the hour was already late, He
went out to Bethany with the twelve.


Recalling Details - Answer these questions.


1.  What city was Jesus going to?


2.  What job did he assign to two of his disciples?


3.  How did Jesus ride into Jerusalem?


4.  What did the disciples use for a saddle?


5.  What two things did the people put on the road?


6.  What does “Hosanna” mean?


7. What did the Pharisees want Jesus to do?


8. What would have happened if the people had not praised Jesus?


9. Why is this day called “Palm Sunday”?


Outer Aim
Jesus entered Jerusalem in humility.


Discussion Questions


1.  How did Jesus know that the donkeys would be tied in the village?


2.  Why was Jesus going to Jerusalem at that time?







New Testament 3 Palm Sunday - Level 4


3.  Why did Jesus come to Jerusalem riding on the colt of a donkey?  (There are two big reasons.)


4.  Why were the owners of the donkeys happy to provide them to Jesus?


5.  Why did the people come out to honor Jesus?


6.  What does it mean that Jesus is our king?


7.  How can we honor Jesus?


--in our homes


--at school


--with our friends


--at church


--privately


8.  The devil, the world and our flesh often make it difficult for us to honor Jesus.  Because of this, we are often not
willing to make any sacrifices for Him.  He went to Jerusalem, knowing that He would suffer all the torments of hell for
us--and He went willingly.  what are some situations where you have found it difficult to honor Jesus, and what are
some good ways to handle those situations?


Inner Aim
Jesus, the Son of God, came as a humble servant to save all mankind.
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Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the story.


Psalm 24:9-10 - Lift up your heads, O you gates!  Lift up, you everlasting doors!  
And the King of glory shall come in.  Who is this King of glory?  


The LORD of hosts, He is the King of glory.


Hebrews 12:2 - Look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 


despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


Zechariah 9:9 - Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
 Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your King is coming to you; 


He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.


Matthew 26:64 - I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming of the clouds of heaven.


Hymn
Look at Hymn 604 and tell how it applies to our story today.


Prayer


“Hosanna in the highest!”  That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heav’n our King.  
Oh, may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice 
And in His blissful presence Eternally rejoice!





		palmsundaynotes

		palmsundayP

		palmsunday1

		palmsunday2

		palmsunday3

		palmsunday4






G
od


’s
 H


an
d 


in
 o


ur
 L


iv
es


   
   


  T
ea


ch
er


’s
 N


ot
es


   
   


N
T 


   
 J


es
us


 a
nd


 th
e 


Li
ttl


e 
C


hi
ld


re
n


STORY 8/4/2003


Jesus Teaches with Children - Matthew 18:1-6, 10; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48) and Blesses Them -
Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, help me to remember again the lessons that Your Son Jesus taught through 
children.  Show me again how to be humble and trusting in my faith before You all the days of my life. 
And as I set out to teach the "little ones" in my care, help me to remember how very important they 
are to You.  Do not let anything I say or do mislead them into sin, or worse, into doubting or unbelief.  
As you have assured us it would be so when the children are brought to You, bless them in their 
precious faith that they may trust You for Salvation and all else that they need.  I depend on You for all 
my needs as I come to You in prayer. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Converted -  "turned", spiritually, turned from being a child of Satan to a child of God.
Receive the Kingdom of heaven or God - the Holy Spirit places faith in the heart, making a person a 
member of God's kingdom.


OUTER AIM
Jesus taught His disciples to be child-like in faith.


INNER AIM
A child-like faith looks to Jesus for all things.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 239-244)
On two separate occasions, Jesus brought His disciples down to earth with lessons about children.  A
number of times the disciples argued about who was or would be greatest of them.  Sometimes they asked
Jesus if they could sit as rulers on thrones with Jesus.  Other times they wanted to imitate the rich and
powerful.  Visions of an earthly kingdom danced in their heads.  But Jesus used a lesson with little children to
teach them about greatness.  Another time, Jesus' disciples did not want to bother Him with children. 
Sometimes children don’t seem to be important to some people.  They say things like, “He’s just a child.” 
But Jesus lets us know that children are very important to Him and can teach us something important about
believing.


The first lesson: against pride
Luke 9:46
< These events happened shortly after the Transfiguration when Jesus had separated three of the disciples


from the others to witness that event.  
< Perhaps out of envy, Jesus' disciples started to argue as to who was greatest among them. 
Matthew 18:1
< They finally came to Jesus and voiced their question.
Luke 9:47
< Jesus, knew exactly what they were thinking and decided they needed a lesson in greatness.  So He


took a little child and set him before them.
Matthew 18:3
< Jesus wanted them to really think about what He had to say.  
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< Although the disciples confessed to believe in Jesus, their hearts still needed to be turned from their vain
ambition and pride to the genuine humility of little children.  


< Pride doesn't allow faith to confess how bad one's sins make one and how deserving a person is of
punishment.  Pride won't plead for mercy only on Christ's merits without any worthiness within.  Pride
would rather say, "I'm not as bad as other people.  I've done a lot of good and deserve to be rewarded
for it."  


< You won't get anywhere in the kingdom of heaven where Christ rules with His Gospel if you have such
pride.


Matthew 18:4
< A person whose faith and life is genuinely as humble as that of a little child will be lifted up before God in


the kingdom of heaven.
Luke 9:48
< The proud are likely to despise the humble and the "little ones," namely children or people who are new to


the Christian faith.  
< But Jesus says that accepting them is the same as accepting Him and also God the Father.  
< For in God's eyes, their humble faith in Him makes them great.
Matthew 18:6
< Then Jesus contrasts receiving them with causing them to sin. 
<  If in pride you turn away one of these little ones, or mislead them to sin in any way, you have done very


serious harm. 
< It would be better to lose your physical life, than to cause someone to lose his or her spiritual life by your


misguiding them.
Matthew 18:10
< Jesus further warns, watch out how you treat these "little ones."  
< Don't despise them for God has assigned angels to watch over them and report directly to Him all that


happens with them.  You don't want God to hear from them that you have looked down on or mistreated
them, do you?  


The second lesson: be innocently trusting of God
Mark 10:13
< Some parents, usually assumed to be their mothers, brought little children, Luke says infants, to Jesus for


Him to bless them.  
< According to the Jewish custom, parents often brought children to the rabbis and priests to be blessed.  
< But the disciples rebuked them and tried to turn them away.  Perhaps the disciples thought that these very


small children and infants wouldn't be able to understand a blessing from Jesus.  Or they didn't want to
wear Jesus out after His long day of preaching.


v. 14
< Jesus became very angry, very indignant with his disciples when He saw them doing that.  
< He told them to let the little children come to Him and don't forbid them.  
< Why?  Because infants also can and do believe, and their faith, which is dependent, without doubting, but


simply accepting Jesus at His Word, exemplifies what all believers' faith should be like.
< From this we know also that infants and little children can be baptized, receiving from baptism the


blessings of faith and forgiveness. 
<  It is wrong to prevent in any way children from receiving spiritual blessings from the Lord.
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v. 15
< Jesus speaks very seriously to them.  Without a faith like that of a little child, no person can have the


Gospel rule their heart.
v. 16
< As further evidence of their importance, Jesus did gather them up in His arms, and personally gave them a


blessing.  
< Nothing implies their need for physical healing so we will assume that Jesus gave them spiritual blessings. 


For indeed, as infants they can believe and receive spiritual blessings.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, in the lesson today You are telling me how precious I am to You.  You assure me that 
Your angels are watching over me.  And that I too can receive the great blessings of forgiveness and Salvation
that You have purchased for me.  I ask Your blessing upon me today also.  Help me to be and remain humble
and trusting in You, now and as I grow older.  Do not let me think that I don't need You for everything that is
good for me.  Let me never forget how important the "little ones" of life are to You.  Thank You, oh Lord, for
giving also to me all these many blessings and more besides.  I trust in You, My Lord. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


APPLICATIONS
1. These are important lessons that we can learn from little children. a) Jesus wants humility in us, not being


proud and demanding the best positions.  For "God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble."  See
Jam. 4:6-7; Luke 18:9-14.  Discuss when children are humble and not proud.  When does pride get in the
way of faith? b) Jesus also wants our faith to be like that of infants.  They trust completely without doubting
and depend completely on others to provide their needs and care for them.  So we need to do with our
trust in God.  We need to trust God completely when He speaks and guides us.  We realize that we are
entirely dependent upon Him for all our needs, both physical and spiritual.  When people get older they
begin to think that they can meet their own needs without Jesus or only depend on Him for certain things,
but think they can do the rest on their own.  This is foolishness, for in Him we live and move and have our
being (Acts 17:28).  Grace is a gift of God, not of works (Eph 2:8).


2. These lessons teach how important children are to God.  God has even directed special angels to watch
over the "little ones" of all ages.  He wants to protect them and nurture them in their faith.  When children
have parents and families who recognize that and teach them about Jesus, God is blessing them indeed. 
Certainly it is important that children, even infants, be brought to be baptized and be nurtured with the
Word.  The latter story is used in the Baptismal Liturgy as testimony that Baptism indeed brings the
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blessings of faith and forgiveness to infants and children as well.  Discuss how the children can know that
God loves them too, no matter what their age.  Let them know they can pray to God, learn from Him, and
be blessed by Jesus too.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Mark 10:14 - Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the 
kingdom of God.”
Psalms 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Middle any of the above and...
James 4:6-7 -  But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the
humble."  Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.


Proverbs 3:5-6 -  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.


Upper any of the above and...
2 Timothy 3:15  - And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.


Psalms 19:7 - The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple;


Psalms 19:8-10 - The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD 
is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the judgments of 
the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.


Psalms 19:12-14 -  Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back Your servant
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be
innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.


HYMN CHOICES
"Dear Father, Who Has Made Us All" (TLH #299)
"Dearest Jesus, We are Here" (TLH #300)
"Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd" (TLH #627)
"Shepherd of Tender Youth" (TLH #628)
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Jesus and the Children
Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48


Draw a circle around the picture of the person that you think is the most important person.


Today we will hear what Jesus says about being an important person.


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


As the disciples were with Jesus one


day, they started arguing. They wanted to


know who was the most important.  Jesus knew


what they were thinking.  


The disciples asked him, “Who is best in


heaven?”


Then Jesus picked up a little child.  He


said, “Become like children, or you will never


go to heaven.  Whoever is like a little child is


best in heaven.  Treat little children like you


treat me.  The smallest are the greatest to me. 


Whoever tricks a little one to sin has


sinned so badly that it would be better if a big


rock was tied around him and he was thrown


into the river to drown.  


Another time, babies were brought to


Jesus.  The disciples told them the people with


the babies to go away.


Jesus didn’t like what He saw.  He said,


“I want little children to come to Me. Do not


make them go away.  The kingdom of heaven


is made for them too. Older people should


believe like little children do.”  Then He


touched the little children and blessed them.


Passage


“Your word is


a lamp to my


feet and a


light to my


path.”


Matthew 119:105 


 Hymn - WS 785 v. 1


Children of the heav’nly Father


Safely in His bosom gather;


Nestling bird nor star in heaven


Such a refuge e’er was given.


Prayer


Thank You, God, for giving me Your Word, the


Bible. Thank You, Jesus, for taking all my sins


away and making me one of Your children. 


Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Help the children draw faces to answer these questions.


How did Jesus feel about the children?


How did the disciples feel about the children?


How did the children feel about Jesus?


Classroom Activity - Help the children trace the two paths for this girl. Help them


learn the passage using the pictures.


Matthew 119:105 “Your word is a lamp  to my feet 


and a light                  to my path.”
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Classroom Art Activity - Help the children color the poster below. Add ribbon,


fabric, buttons, glitter, etc. to make the children stand out. Help the children say and sing the
hymn. 


Children of the heav’nly Father


Safely in His bosom gather;


Nestling bird nor star in heaven


Such a refuge e’er was given.
Worship Supplement 2000 -  785 v. 1
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Jesus and the Children
Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48
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Draw a circle around the picture of the person that you
think is the most important person.


Today we will hear what Jesus says about being an
important person.


The Story


As the disciples were with
Jesus one day, they started
arguing. They wanted to know
who was the most important. 
Jesus knew what they were
thinking.  


The disciples asked him,
“Who is best in heaven?”


Then Jesus picked up a little
child.  He said, “Become like
children, or you will never go to
heaven.  Whoever is like a little
child is best in heaven.  Treat
little children like you treat me. 
The smallest are the greatest to
me. 


Whoever tricks a little one


to sin has sinned so badly that it
would be better if a big rock
was tied around his neck and
he was thrown into the sea to
drown.  


Another time, babies were
brought to Jesus.  The disciples
told them the people with the
babies to go away.


Jesus didn’t like what He
saw.  He said, “I want little
children to come to Me. Do not
make them go away.  The
kingdom of heaven is made for
them too. Older people should
believe like little children do.” 
Then He touched the little
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children and blessed them.


Activity One - Draw faces to answer these questions.


How did Jesus feel about the children?


How did the disciples feel about the children?


How did the children feel about Jesus?


Activity Two - Look at the first page of the lesson.


• Color the three people that Jesus said are very important. 


• What makes little children so important?


• How can an adult become like a little child?
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feet light lamp path


Prayer


Thank You, God, for giving me Your Word, the Bible. Thank you, Jesus,
for taking all my sins away.  Amen.


Activity Three - Cut out the words and glue them to the picture.


Matthew 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.”
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Jesus and the Children
Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48
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The Story


The disciples argued about
who was best.  Jesus knew what
they were thinking.


The disciples asked him,
“Who is best in heaven?”


Then Jesus picked up a little
child.  He said, “Unless you are
converted and become just like
children, you will never go to
heaven.  Whoever is treats a
little child well, treats Me the
same way and whoever treats
Me kindly treats the Father the
same way.  Whoever is least
among you will be great.  But
whoever tricks one of these little
ones to sin is a in big trouble.  It
would be better for him to have
a huge stone around his neck,
and to drown in the deep sea.


Another time, they also
brought babies to Jesus so He
could hold them and pray for
them.  The disciples saw the
people bring the children and
told them to go away.


Jesus didn’t like what He
saw.  He said, “I want little
children to come to Me, do not
make them go away.  The
kingdom of heaven is made for
them, too.  Whoever does not
have a child-like faith, will not
be in heaven.”  And He
touched the little children and
blessed them.


Review


1. Color the people who were mad.
2. Why were they mad?
3. Color the people Jesus was happy to meet.  
4. Why was He happy to meet them?
5. Color the person who took away our sins so we can go to


heaven.  
6. Why did He die for us?
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Activity - Complete the Crossword Puzzle below.


Across
3.  Whom did Jesus


touch and bless?
5.  What did the


people want Jesus
to do for the
children?


Down
1.  Who didn’t want


the children to
come to Jesus?


2.  Little children can
also _________in
Jesus.


4.  What would
happen to people
in the sea with
stones around their necks?


Passages


Mark 10:14 - Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do
not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.”


Psalms 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my
path.
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Hymn - TLH 627 v. 1, 2, 4


Gracious Savior, gentle Shepherd,
Children all are dear to Thee;
Gathered with Thine arms and carried
In Thy bosom may they be;
Sweetly, fondly, safely, tended,
From all want and danger free.


Tender Shepherd, never leave them,
Never let them go astray;
By Thy warning love directed,
May they walk the narrow way!
Thus direct them, thus defend them,
Lest they fall an easy prey.


Let Thy holy Word instruct them;
Fill their minds with heavenly light;
Let Thy powerful grace constrain them
To approve whate’er is right;
Let them feel Thy yoke is easy,
Let them prove Thy burden light.


Talking to Jesus


Thank You, God, for  loving little children.
Thank You for sending Jesus.
Thank You Jesus for Your blessing.
Help us to live as Your children. Amen.
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Jesus and the Children
Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48


Who is more important, adults or children?
This question has many answers.


Can anyone remain a child for ever? 


Prayer 
Dear Father in heaven, we praise You for
sending Your Son to die for us.  We are
thankful that You love all people including
children.  Help us to learn from this lesson
the ways to remain Your true children.


The Story
Jesus and the Children:


Jesus Teaches with Children - Luke 9:46-48; Matthew18:1-6,10; Mark 10:13-16
Jesus Blesses Them - Luke 18:15-17; Matthew 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16


The disciples argued about
who was best.  Jesus knew what they
were thinking and asked them about
it.


The disciples asked Him, “Who is
the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?”


Then Jesus took a little child in
His arms.  He said, “Unless you are
converted and become as little
children, you will never go to
heaven.  Whoever is humble like a
little child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.  Whoever treats


a little child like a Christian should,
treats Me the same way and
whoever treats Me kindly treats the
Father the same way.  Whoever is
least among you will be great.  But
whoever tricks one of these little
ones to sin is in big trouble.  It would
be better for him if a huge stone
were hung around his neck, and he
were drowned in the deep sea.


Another time, they also brought
babies to Jesus so He could hold
them and pray for them.   The
disciples saw the people bring the
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children and told them to go away.
Jesus didn’t like what He saw. 


He said, “Let the little children come
to Me, and do not make them go
away.  The kingdom of heaven is


made for them, too.  Whoever does
not have child-like faith, will not be in
heaven.”  And He laid His hands on
them and blessed them.


What the Story Tells Us
1.  What were the disciples fighting about?


2.  How does Jesus feel about boasting?


3.  Who did the disciples tell to go away?


4.  How could the disciples show Jesus they understood how to act in heaven?


Outer Aim
Jesus taught His disciples to be child-like in faith.


What God Tells Us - Mark your answers as (T)rue or (F)alse.


1.______Jesus knew what the disciples were thinking.


2.______The disciples were acting like Christians.


3.______Punishment is worse for people who trick children about God.


4.______God loves adults more than children.


5.______Children are sinless.


Passages
James 4:6-7 - But He gives more grace.  Therefore
He says: “God resists the proud, but give grace 


to the humble.”  Therefore submit to God.  
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.


Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding; 


in all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct your paths.
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Inner Aim
A child-like faith looks to Jesus for all things.


Hymn 


Read Hymn 627. In stanza one, to what are children being compared?


Your Turn  - Use ideas from the story, passages, and hymn to help you complete the
following activities.


What would you tell a parent who was concerned about their baby fussing in
church?


How and why should a Christian become childlike?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, in the lesson today You are telling me how precious I am to
You.  You assure me that Your angels are watching over me, and that I too can
receive the great blessings of forgiveness and salvation that You have
purchased for me.  I ask Your blessing upon me today also.  I ask you to bless
me and help me to be humble and trusting. Remind me that I need You 
every day of my life. Thank You for caring for each of us, even though we are
very young, and bring us all one day to live with You in heaven. Amen. 
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Jesus and the Children
Matthew 18:1-6; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 9:46-48


Who is gathered around Jesus in the picture ?


Whom would people think are more important -
the disciples or the children?


How do you think Jesus feels about all children?


Prayer 
Dear Lord Jesus, today You will comfort us with a
story about children. Often people don’t think
that children are very important. Today we learn
how important all children are to You. Help us to
hear Your words and to learn how we should act as your children. We ask this in Your name
and are sure that our Father will hear and answer our requests.  Amen.


The Story - Jesus and the Children:


Jesus Teaches With Children - Luke 9:46-48;
Matthew18:1-6,10; Mark 10:13-16 


Then a dispute arose among them as
to which of them would be greatest. Jesus
perceived what they were thinking and
asked them about it.


The disciples asked Him, “Who then is
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”


Then Jesus called a little child to Him,
and took him in His arms. Then He set him
down and said, “Assuredly I say to you,
unless you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever
humbles himself as this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.


Whoever receives one little child like this in
My name receives Me; and whoever
receives Me receives Him who sent Me. For
he who is least among you will be great. But
whoever causes one of these little ones who
believe in Me to sin, it would be better for
him if a millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the depth of the
sea.


Jesus Blesses Them - Luke 18:15-17; Matthew
19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16


Another time, they also brought
infants to Him that He might put His hands
on them and pray, but the disciples saw it
and rebuked them.
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But when Jesus saw this He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let
the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them;  for of such is the kingdom of


 heaven. Whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no
means enter it.” He laid His hands on them
and blessed them.


What the Story Tells Us


1. What were the disciples fighting about?


2. How did Jesus know what the disciples were fighting about?


3. What did Jesus say would happen to them if they didn’t change?


4. What warning did Jesus give if you do not have faith like a child?


5. Who kept the infants from Jesus?


6. How did Jesus show His love for the children?


Outer Aim
Jesus taught His disciples to be child-like in faith.


What God Tells Us - Answer each question.


1. Who is greatest in the kingdom of God?


2. Whom do people treat kindly when they treat little children kindly?


3. Why were little children brought to Jesus?


4. How did Jesus show He loved the children?


5. What are parents to do for their children (Ephesians 6:4)?


Passages - Read the passages and answer the questions that are after the passages.


2 Timothy 3:15 - And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be


complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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Psalms 19:7 -  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the LORD is
sure, making wise the simple; 


Psalms 19:8-10 -  The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment
of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;


the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; 


sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them Your servant is warned,
and in keeping them there is great reward. 


Psalms 19:12-14 - Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. 
Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; 


let them not have dominion over me. 
Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be innocent of great transgression. 


Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.


1. What converts the soul?


2. How much of Scripture is inspired by God?


3. What is more desirable than gold?


4. When are we to start learning the things that make us wise for salvation?


Inner Aim
A child-like faith looks to Jesus for all things.


Hymn
 
Read Hymn 299. In stanza two, why do “we bring this little child to thee”?


In stanza four, what are the two things that cleanse the child?
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Your Turn  - Use ideas from the story, passages, and hymn to help you complete the
following activities.


What ways should a person who has a childlike faith act?


How should people feel about little children even when they cry during the church service?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
In the lesson today You are telling me how precious I am to You.  You assure me that Your
angels are watching over me.  And that I too can receive the great blessings of forgiveness
and Salvation that You have purchased for me.  I ask Your blessing upon me today also. 
Help me to be and remain humble and trusting in You, now as I grow older.  Do not let me
think that I don’t need You for everything that is good for me.  Let me never forget how
important the “little ones” of life are to You.  Thank You, oh Lord, for giving also to me all
these many blessings and more besides.  I trust in You, My Lord.
Amen.
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STORY 1/8/04


The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican - Luke 18:9-14


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, help me to make clear to the children the need to turn their eyes and thoughts ever
away from their deeds and works to the life, death and resurrection of their Savior, Jesus Christ.  May they
ever pray, “Lord, be merciful to me a sinner,” so that in Jesus’ life and death they stand justified before
Thee.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
extortioners - those who use their position of power to take money or goods from others
fast - to go without food
tithe - to give a tenth or portion of one’s goods
smote - strike
justified - to be declared just or righteous
exalteth - build up in honor
abased - humbled, brought down


OUTER AIM
To show the difference between those who trust in themselves and those who look to the Savior.


INNER AIM
To lead the children to despair of their own works and to rely completely on Jesus for salvation.


BACKGROUND Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 276 ff.
The Pharisees and the Publicans were very much a part of the scene when Jesus lived on earth.  The
Pharisees were highly respected by the populace and the Publicans were greatly despised.  The Old
Testament laws were the object of the Pharisees’ teachings.  They stressed outward obedience to these
laws.  They made a great show of keeping them.  It was taught by them that the fulfilling of the Law would
open heaven’s doors for them.  This stress on works is very much a part of the religious scene in our day
also.  It is very much a part of human thinking-to get something, I have to give something.  We find it taught
in the lodges, scouting, and even in many of the organized Christian church bodies.  Salvation by works is
proclaimed boldly and openly.  This parable should shed God’s light on all who attempt to get to heaven by
their works.


vs.  9-10  Pharisee - promulgator of salvation by one’s works
    Publican - a tax collector for the Roman government.  They were despised for serving the


Roman government as well as for collecting more than they should have.  They were looked upon as being
thieves.


vs. 11  a prayer exalting one’s own deeds


vs. 12  fast twice a week-more than was required
tithes of all–tithing was required on only certain items
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vs. 13  publican does not boast–knows himself to be a sinner, with eyes cast down, and striking his breast
in humility, he pleads for mercy. . . ”just as I am without one plea but that Thy blood was shed for me . .”


vs. 14  Jesus looks at the two and makes it clear that the publican was declared just, righteous, by God
“went down to his house justified.”  While the pharisee was turned away.


STUDENT PRAYER   - TLH 388 vs. 1 and 5
Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God I come, I come


Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,
Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.  Tell the story: 
Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to the scriptural account. 
When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to harmonize the accounts (including
extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where they can find the additional details in the
Bible.


Discuss the story:  While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students’ lives.  Ask questions that help make them think about the story and show that they understand the
story. 


APPLICATION
• When coming into God’s presence in prayer, don’t boast of your deeds.
• When coming into God’s presence in prayer, make Jesus your claim to glory, “In the cross of Christ I


glory ...”
• Beware of teachers and organizations that would lead you to exalt yourself.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalm 51:9 - “Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.”


Psalm 50:15 - “Call upon Me in the day of trouble;  I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”


Middle
Psalm 51:9 - “Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.”


Psalm 50:15 - “Call upon Me in the day of trouble;  I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”


Psalm 51:17 - “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart–These, O God, You
will not despise.”


Upper


Psalm 51:9 - “Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.”


Psalm 50:15 - “Call upon Me in the day of trouble;  I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”


Psalm 51:17 - “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart–These, O God, You
will not despise.”


Luke 14:11 - “For whoever exalts himself shall be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”


Romans 3:23-24 - “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”


HYMN CHOICES
My Hope is Built on Nothing Less - TLH #370
Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness - TLH #371
Just as I Am, without One Plea - TLH #388







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                                Pharisee & Publican - Level 1      9/1/02


Pharisee & Publican
Luke 18:9-14
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The Story


When Jesus lived on this earth,
He used special stories to teach
people certain truths about the
kingdom of God.  Jesus used
examples from everyday life in these
stories which are called parables. 


One day Jesus told a parable
to warn the Pharisees that they
couldn’t be saved by doing good
things for God.  The Pharisees were a
group of people who were very
proud.  They thought they were
better than other people.  They also
thought that they didn’t need a
Savior. 


This is Jesus’ parable: 
There were two men who went to
the temple to pray.  One was a
Pharisee who thought that he kept
God’s law.  The other man was a
publican or a tax collector. In those
days many tax collectors cheated
people by collecting too much
money from them.  They were hated
by most people.


The Pharisee stood where
everyone could see him when he
prayed.  He thanked God that he
wasn’t like other men who did sinful
things like lying and stealing.  He also
thanked God that he wasn’t like the


 tax collector.  Then he told God
about all the good things he did.  He
fasted or went without food twice a
week and gave a lot of money to
the church.  He didn’t ask God to
forgive his sins because he didn’t
think he had sinned.  


The tax collector realized that
he was sinful.  He was ashamed of
the things he had done.  He stood
way off in a corner and hung his
head in shame.  He prayed, “Lord
be merciful to me, a sinner.”


After Jesus had told this
parable, He said, “ Now I tell you, this
man (the tax collector) went home
with his sins forgiven.  For everyone
who brags about himself before
God will be humbled or brought
down, but whoever humbles himself
and admits his sinfulness will be lifted
up or honored by God.”


In this parable, Jesus wants to
teach us that we are all sinful and
not better than other people.  We
can not do anything to earn
forgiveness or salvation.  It is only
through Jesus’ death that we can
be saved.


The Pharisee trusted in himself. The Publican looked to Jesus for
salvation.


Believers rely only on Jesus for salvation.







New Testament 3  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 1


Activity One - When we pray, Jesus wants us to come to Him with a heart that is
humble and not proud.   We ask Jesus to create in us a clean heart.  That means we want
Him to forgive our sins and help us to live as His children.  


Color this spiral heart and cut on the dotted lines.  Tie a string through the hole in the middle
of the small heart.  It can be hung from your ceiling to remind you of Jesus’ love for you.







New Testament 4  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 1


Activity Two - Find the letter that goes with the number below each blank, and you will
have the words that we should pray. Use the code in the box.


Passages
Luke 18:13b - God be merciful to me a sinner!


Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.


Hymn - WS #709 v. 1, 3, 4 


God loves me dearly, grants me salvation;
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
Therefore I’ll say again: 
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer;
He sent forth Jesus and set me free.
Therefore...


Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer;
Jesus, my Savior, paid all I owed.       
Therefore...


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, keep us from being proud like the Pharisee.  We sin every day and
need your forgiveness just like the tax collector.  Make us realize that it was our sins that
caused Jesus’ suffering and death.  Please forgive all our sins for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.


A   B  C   D   E   F   G   I     L    M    N    O     R    S     T    U
1   2   3   4   5    6   7   8    9   10   11   12   13   14   15  16  


___ ___ ___       ___ ___        ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
  7    12   4           2    5          10    5    13    3    8    6    16    9


 ___ ___    ___ ___     ___        ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
 15   12      10 12        1         14    8    11   11    5    13 







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Pharisee & Publican - Level 2      8/17/04


Pharisee & Publican
Luke 18:9-15







New Testament 2  The Pharisee and the Publican - Level 2


The Story


When Jesus lived on this earth, He
used special stories to teach people
certain truths about the kingdom of
God.  Jesus used examples from
everyday life in these stories which are
called parables. 


One day Jesus told a parable to
warn the Pharisees that they couldn’t
be saved by doing good things for
God.  The Pharisees were a group of
people who were very proud.  They
thought they were better than other
people.  They also thought that they
didn’t need a Savior. 


This is Jesus’ parable: There were
two men who went to the temple to
pray.  One was a Pharisee who thought
that he kept God’s law.  The other man
was a publican or a tax collector. In
those days many tax collectors
cheated people by collecting too
much money from them.  They were
hated by most people.


The Pharisee stood where
everyone could see him when he
prayed.  He thanked God that he
wasn’t like other men who did sinful
things like lying and stealing.  He also


 thanked God that he wasn’t like the
tax collector.  Then he told God about
all the good things he did.  He fasted, or
went without food, twice a week and
gave a lot of money to the church.  He
didn’t ask God to forgive his sins
because he didn’t think he had sinned.  


The tax collector realized that he
was sinful.  He was ashamed of the
things he had done.  He stood way off
in a corner and hung his head in
shame.  He prayed, “Lord be merciful to
me, a sinner.”


After Jesus had told this parable,
He said, “ Now I tell you, this man (the
tax collector) went home with his sins
forgiven.  For everyone who brags
about himself before God will be
humbled, or brought down, but
whoever humbles himself and admits his
sinfulness, will be lifted up or honored by
God.”


In this parable, Jesus wants to
teach us that we are all sinful and not
better than other people.  We cannot
do anything to earn forgiveness or
salvation.  It is only through Jesus’ death
that we can be saved.


The Pharisee trusted in himself. The Publican looked to Jesus for
salvation.


Activity One - Place an X in front of the best ending for each sentence.


1.  The Pharisee was ...


a. _____ better than other people.


b. _____ merciful to the tax collector.


c. _____ a sinner.







New Testament 3  The Pharisee and the Publican - Level 2


2.  The Pharisee told God ...


a. _____ about the good things he did.


b. _____ about his sin.


c. _____ about how good the tax
collector was.


3.  The tax collector asked God to ...


a. _____ notice how good he was.


b. _____ take away his sins.


c. _____ punish him for his sins.


4.  The man who was forgiven was ...  


a. _____ the Pharisee.


b. _____ the tax collector.


5.  The Pharisee was as sinful as the
tax collector because ...


a. _____ all people are sinful in their
hearts.


b. _____ he did not go to the temple.


c. _____ he prayed too loudly.


6.  God wants us to ...


a. _____ confess our sins.


b. _____ make believe that we have
no sins.


c. _____ tell Him that we are better
than most people.


7.  When we have done something
wrong, God wants us to ...


a. _____ run away.


b. _____ say that someone else did it.


c. _____ ask for forgiveness.


8.  Our sins are taken away ... 


a. _____ by what we do.


b. _____ by what Jesus did for us.


c. _____ by waiting until people forgive
us.


Believers rely only on Jesus for salvation.







New Testament 4  The Pharisee and the Publican - Level 2


Activity Two - Find the letter that goes with the number below each blank, and you will
have the words that we should pray. Use the code in the box.


Passages
Luke 18:13b - God be merciful to me a sinner!


Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.


Hymn - WS #709 v. 1, 3, 4 


God loves me dearly, grants me salvation;
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
Therefore I’ll say again: 
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer;
He sent forth Jesus and set me free.
Therefore...


Jesus, my Savior, Himself did offer;
Jesus, my Savior, paid all I owed.       
Therefore...


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, 


Keep us from being proud like the Pharisee.  We sin every day and need Your
forgiveness just like the tax collector.  Make us realize that it was our sins that caused Jesus’
suffering and death.  Please forgive all our sins for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.


A B C D E F G I L M N O R S T U
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


7 12 4 2 5 10 5 13 3 8 6 16 9


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .


15 12 10 5 1 14 8 11 11 5 13







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Pharisee & Publican - Level 3      8/17/04


Pharisee & Publican
Luke 18:9-15


How would you feel if a homeless person or a drug addict
came into your church on a Sunday morning and sat next to you? 
Would you feel like moving to different place, or would you be glad
that he/she had come to your church?  Sometimes Christians feel
that they are better than other people.   


Today we will hear a parable in which Jesus showed the
Pharisees that they could not be saved by the outwardly good lives
they lived.   True righteousness comes only through faith in Jesus
and His death which paid for our sins.


Prayer


Just as I am without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 


Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. Amen


The Pharisee and the Publican  Luke 18: 9 -14


Luke 18:9  Also He spoke this parable
to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised others:
{10} "Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. {11} "The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You
that I am not like other men; extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax
collector. {12} 'I fast twice a week; I give
tithes of all that I possess.' 


{13} "And the tax collector, standing
afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 


{14} "I tell you, this man went down to
his house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted."


Outer Aim - The Pharisee trusted in himself. The Publican looked to Jesus for
salvation.







New Testament 2  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 3


What the Story Tells Us - Complete the sentences. Place an X in front of the best
ending for each sentence.


1.  The Pharisee was ...


a. _____ better than other people.


b. _____ merciful to the tax collector.


c. _____ a sinner.


2.  The Pharisee told God ...


a. _____ about the good things he did.


b. _____ about his sin.


c. _____ about how good the tax
collector was.


3.  The tax collector asked God to ...


a. _____ notice how good he was.


b. _____ take away his sins.


c. _____ punish him for his sins.


4.  The man who was forgiven was ...


a. _____ the Pharisee.


b. _____ the tax collector.


5.  The Pharisee was as sinful as the tax
collector because ...


a. _____ all people are sinful in their hearts.


b. _____ he did not go to the temple.


c. _____ he prayed too loudly.


6.  God wants us to ...


a. _____ confess our sins.


b. _____ make believe that we have no sins.


c. _____ tell Him that we are better than
most people.


7.  When we have done something wrong,
God wants us to ...


a. _____ run away.


b. _____ say that someone else did it.


c. _____ ask for forgiveness.


8.  Our sins are taken away ...


a. _____ by what we do.


b. _____ by what Jesus did for us.


c. _____ by waiting until people forgive us.







New Testament 3  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 3


What God’s Word Tells Us - Find the letter that goes with the number below each
blank, and you will have the words that we should pray. Use the code in the box.


Inner Aim - Believers rely only on Jesus for salvation.


Your Turn


1. Why do you think the Pharisee did even more than God had commanded?


2. What did the Pharisee think of himself in comparison with others such as the tax
collector?


3. How did the tax collector show that he knew he was a sinner?  Name three things that
he did. 


4. On what did the tax collector base his hope of forgiveness?


_____ his good works   _____ the mercy of God   _____ his humility


A B C D E F G I L M N O R S T U
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___


7 12 4 2 5 10 5 13 3 8 6 16 9


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .


15 12 10 5 1 14 8 11 11 5 13







New Testament 4  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 3


Passages


1 John 1:8 - If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us.


Psalm 51:17 - The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and 
a contrite heart - these, O God , You will not despise.


Romans 3:23 -24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.


Hymn  -  TLH #370


My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.


When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, 
Teach us to be humble and aware of our sinfulness and need of a Savior just like


the tax collector.  Keep us from trusting in ourselves and help us to look to You for
forgiveness and salvation.  Every day we need to come to You and say, “Lord be
merciful to me, a sinner.”  Amen







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                                Pharisee & Publican - Level 4 8/6/02


Pharisee & Publican
Luke 18


How would you feel if a homeless person or a drug addict
came into your church on a Sunday morning and sat next to you? 
Would you feel like moving to different place, or would you be glad
that he/she had come to your church?  Sometimes Christians feel
that they are better than other people.   


Today we will hear a parable in which Jesus showed the
Pharisees that they could not be saved by the outwardly good lives
they lived.   True righteousness comes only through faith in Jesus
and His death which paid for our sins.


Prayer


Just as I am without one plea but that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Just as I am and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. Amen


The Pharisee and the Publican  Luke 18: 9 -14


Luke 18:9  Also He spoke this parable
to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised others:
{10} "Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. {11} "The Pharisee stood and
prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You
that I am not like other men; extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax
collector. {12} 'I fast twice a week; I


 give tithes of all that I possess.' 
{13} "And the tax collector, standing


afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 


{14} "I tell you, this man went down to
his house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted."


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blank with the correct word.


1.  Jesus told this parable to _________________________ people.
                                              (righteous, poor, self-righteous)







New Testament 2  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 4


2.  Most people thought the Pharisees were _______________________ people.
(God-fearing, wicked, humble)


3.  Most people thought that all tax collectors were _______________________.
     (honest, wicked, good)


4.  In his prayer, the Pharisee asked God for __________________________.
     (mercy, forgiveness, nothing)


5.  The Pharisee fasted twice a ___________________.
    (week, month, year)


Outer Aim - The Pharisee trusted in himself. The Publican looked to Jesus for
salvation.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use your Bible to answer the following.


1.  What does the Bible way to people like the Pharisees and even some Christians who are
proud of their works?  James 4:6b.


2.  Which of the following Bible passages describes people like the tax collector? Explain your
choice.


Matthew 5:6          Proverbs 10:14          Psalm 51:17          Romans 2:11


3.  Which of the following Bible passages expresses the same thought as the last few words of
the parable - Luke 18:14b? Defend your choice.


1 Peter 5:5b           Proverbs 16:8           Matthew 5:8


Inner Aim - Believers rely only on Jesus for salvation.







New Testament 3  Pharisee & Publican  - Level 4


Your Turn


Why do you think the Pharisee did even more that God had commanded?


What did the Pharisee think of himself in comparison with others such as the tax collector?


How did the tax collector show that he knew he was a sinner?  Name three things that he
did.  


On what did the tax collector base his hope of forgiveness?


_____ his good works   _____ the mercy of God   _____ his humility


Passages


1 John 1:8 - If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.


Psalm 51:17 - The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart -
these, O God , You will not despise.


Romans 3:23 -24 - For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.


Hymn  -  TLH #370


My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.


When He shall come with trumpet sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found,
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.


Prayer


Lord Jesus, teach us to be humble and aware of our sinfulness and need of a Savior
just like the tax collector.  Keep us from trusting in ourselves and help us to look to You
for forgiveness and salvation.  Every day we need to come to You and say, “Lord be
merciful to me a sinner.”  Amen
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STORY
Mary and Martha - Luke 10, 38-42


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, grant that the door to my heart may always be open to welcome You to dwell there. 
Open my lips to make You known in all Your graciousness to the children in my care so that You may
come and dwell in their hearts.  Amen.


VOCABULARY


OUTER AIM
Jesus welcomed into the home of Martha and Mary


INNER AIM


BACKGROUND Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 236 ff.


Jesus and His disciples were on the way from Perea (land east of the Jordan river) to Jerusalem to
celebrate the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple.  This festival had its beginnings some 160 years before
the birth of Christ.  It was also called the Festival of Lights.  It is still observed  by the Jews today.  It is
called Hanukkah.   As they journeyed, the disciples, and perhaps Lazarus, with them went on to Jerusalem;
Jesus stayed behind in Bethany at the home of Martha and Mary.  This was a home that the Lord entered
often and to which He enjoyed going.


. 38  received him - welcomed him not as a stranger, but as one highly regarded


. 39  Mary sat at Jesus’ feet listening intently to all He said.  One can well imagine that He opened the Old
Testament Scriptures to her to see in Him their fulfillment.  (cf. The Emaus Disciples)


. 40  Martha was concerned about feeding the Lord. He was true man as well as true God; He did need
food and drink.  The two sisters saw in Jesus two different sides of his nature.  Mary saw the Lord Who
could teach.  Martha saw the Lord Who needed to be served.  Martha was frustrated and expected Mary
to help her.


. 41  The Savior chides:  “Martha, Martha”


. 42  Mary’s choice of being served was very much in place.  There is a time to be served, but there is also
a time to serve.


STUDENT PRAYER  TLH #286, v. 1 and 6
How precious is the Book Divine, By inspiration given;
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine To guide our souls to heaven.


This lamp through all the tedious night, Of life shall guide our way
Till we behold the clearer light  Of an eternal day.  







Page 2


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.  Tell the story: 
Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to the scriptural account. 
When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to harmonize the accounts (including
extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where they can find the additional details in the
Bible.


Discuss the story:  While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students’ lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand the story. 


APPLICATION
As Jesus blessed the family in Bethany, so you will want Him to:
.bless your heart and home with His presence
.bless your heart and home with His instruction
.bless your heart and home with His correction


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Luke 11:28 - “. .blessed are those who hear the Word of God, and keep it.”
Samuel 3:9 - “. .Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.”


Middle
Luke 11:28 - “. .blessed are those who hear the Word of God, and keep it.”
Samuel 3:9 - “. .Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.”
Luke 19:5 - “. .today I must stay at your house.”


Upper
Luke 11:28 - “. .blessed are those who hear the Word of God, and keep it.”
Samuel 3:9 - “. .Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.”
Luke 19:5 - “. .today I must stay at your house.”
Luke 24:29 - “Abide with us, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.  And He went in to stay with
them.”


HYMN CHOICES
The Lord My Pasture Shall Prepare - TLH 368, vs. 1-4
The Savior Calls; Let Every Ear - TLH 281, vs. 1-5







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                                Mary & Martha - Preschool      6/29/06


Mary & Martha
Luke 10


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Not far from Jerusalem, there was a little
village called Bethany.  Jesus had special
friends who lived there.  They were sisters,
named Mary and Martha.   Their brother,
Lazarus, also lived with them.


One day when Jesus came to Bethany,
Martha invited Him to come to their house for
a meal.


Martha was very busy preparing the
meal for Jesus.  She wanted to show her love
for Him by cooking a good meal.  


While Martha was working, Mary sat at
Jesus’ feet and listened to every word He said.  
He was teaching her the Word of God.


Martha thought that Mary should be
helping her with the meal. There was a lot of
work to be done. Martha thought that cooking
a good meal was more important than just
sitting and listening to Jesus.


Finally, Martha came to Jesus and said,
“Don’t You care that my sister is just sitting
there while I’m doing all the work by myself? 
Please tell her to come and help me.” 


But Jesus said, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried about many things, but Mary is doing
the most important thing.  She is listening to the
Word of God, and she will always remember
what she has learned.  No one can ever take
that away from her.”


Hearing the Word of God is more
important than anything else that we do in this
life.  We need to try to be more like Mary, and
always hear and learn God’s Word whenever
we can.


Hearing God’s Word was the
most important thing for Mary.


Hearing God’s Word is the most
important thing for us too.


Passages
Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the
Word of God and keep it!


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God.


Hymn - TLH #285 st. 1


How precious is the Book Divine, 
By inspiration giv’n!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine
To guide our souls to heav’n.  


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus,
Help us to be more like Mary and always be
happy to hear and learn Your Word whenever
we have a chance.  We know that You will
bless us through the hearing of Your Word. We
need to put You first in our lives, because You
are the way to eternal life. Amen







New Testament 2  Mary & Martha  - Preschool


Classroom Activity - Listen to the following sentences.  If the sentence is true, color
the happy face.  If it is not true, color the sad face.


1. Mary and Martha were sisters.


2. Martha wanted to serve Jesus by preparing a meal.


3. Mary should have helped Martha with the meal.


4. It was all right for Martha to get angry at Mary.


5. Mary chose the best thing to do.


6. We should be more like Mary.


7. It’s all right to stay home from church and cook a      
  meal for the pastor.


8. God’s Word is the most important thing in our life.


Classroom Activity - There are many places where we can hear and learn the Word
of God.  Find these and circle them.







New Testament 3  Mary & Martha  - Preschool


Classroom Art Activity - Color and decorate this refrigerator magnet. Glue on
magnetic strip (or cut apart free magnets that come with junk mail.)


Hearing God’s Word is the most important thing for us.







New Testament 4  Mary & Martha  - Preschool


Hearing God’s Word was the most important thing for Mary.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                                Mary & Martha - Level 1      11/25/2002


Mary & Martha
Luke 10


Hearing God’s Word was the most important thing for Mary.







New Testament 2  Mary & Martha  - Level 1


The Story


Not far from Jerusalem, there
was a little village called Bethany. 
Jesus had special friends who
lived there.  They were sisters,
named Mary and Martha.   Their
brother, Lazarus, also lived with
them.


One day when Jesus came
to Bethany, Martha invited Him to
come to their house for a meal.


Martha was very busy
preparing the meal for Jesus.  She
wanted to show her love for Him
by cooking a good meal.  


While Martha was working,
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and
listened to every word He said.  
He was teaching her the Word of
God.


Martha thought that Mary
should be helping her with the
meal. There was a lot of work to
be done. Martha thought that
cooking a good meal was more
important than just sitting and
listening to Jesus.


Finally, Martha came to Jesus
and said, “Don’t You care that my
sister is just sitting there while I’m
doing all the work by myself? 
Please tell her to come and help
me.” 


But Jesus said, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried about


many things, but Mary is doing the
most important thing.  She is
listening to the Word of God, and
she will always remember what
she has learned.  No one can ever
take that away from her.”


Hearing the Word of God is
more important than anything else
that we do in this life.  We need to
try to be more like Mary, and
always hear and learn God’s
Word whenever we can.


Activity One - Connect the dots to
see one of the places where we can sit at 
Jesus’ feet and hear His Word. Color the
picture. 
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Activity Two - Listen to the following sentences.  If the sentence is true, color the happy
face.  If it is not true, color the sad face.


1. Mary and Martha were sisters.


2. Martha wanted to serve Jesus by preparing a meal.


3. Mary should have helped Martha with the meal.


4. It was all right for Martha to get angry at Mary.


5. Mary chose the best thing to do.


6. We should be more like Mary.


7. It’s all right to stay home from church and cook a        
meal for the pastor.


8. God’s Word is the most important thing in our life.
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Activity Three - There are many places where we can hear and learn the Word of
God.  Find these and circle them.


Hearing God’s Word is the most important thing for us.


Passages
Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it!


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.


Hymn - TLH #285 st. 1


How precious is the Book Divine, 
By inspiration giv’n!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine
To guide our souls to heav’n.  


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus,
Help us to be more like Mary and always be happy to hear and learn
Your Word whenever we have a chance.  We know that You will bless us
through the hearing of Your Word. We need to put You first in our lives,
because You are the way to eternal life. Amen
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Mary & Martha
Luke 10:38-42


Hearing God’s Word was the most important thing for Mary.
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The Story


Not far from Jerusalem there
was a little village called Bethany. 
Jesus had special friends who lived
there.  They were sisters named Mary
and Martha.   Their brother Lazarus
also lived with them.


One day when Jesus came to
Bethany, Martha invited Him to
come to their house for a meal.


Martha was very busy
preparing a meal for Jesus.  She
wanted to show her love for Jesus by
cooking a good meal for Him.  


While Martha was working,
Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and listened
to every word He said.  He was
teaching her the Word of God.


Martha thought that Mary
should be helping her with the meal.
There was a lot of work to be done. 
She thought that cooking a good


meal was more important than just
sitting and listening to Jesus.  Finally
Martha came to Jesus and said,
“Don’t You care that my sister is just
sitting there while I’m doing all the
work by myself?  Please tell her to
come and help me.” 


Then Jesus said, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried about many
things, but Mary is doing the most
important thing.  She is listening to
the Word of God, and she will always
remember what she has learned.  No
one can ever take that away from
her.”


Hearing the Word of God is
more important than anything else
that we do in this life.  We need to try
to be more like Mary and always
hear and learn God’s Word
whenever we can.


Activity One - Read the following sentences.  If the sentence is true, write ‘Yes’ on the
line.  If the sentence is not true, write ‘No’ on the line.


1. _____ Mary and Martha were sisters.


2. _____ Martha wanted to serve Jesus by preparing a meal.


3. _____ Mary should have helped Martha with the meal.


4. _____ It was all right for Martha to get angry at Mary.


5. _____ Mary chose the best thing to do.


6. _____ We should be more like Mary.
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7. _____ It’s all right to stay home from church and cook a meal for the
pastor.


8. _____ God’s Word is the most important thing in our life.


9. _____ We don’t have many chances to hear God’s Word.


Activity Two - The following are sets of activities. Put a 1 by the more important activity
and a 2 by the less important.


___ eating
___ devotion


___ praying
___ playing


___ watching TV
___ going to VBS


___ reading the Bible
___ reading a book


___ cleaning your room
___ going to church


___ talking to friends about clothes
___ talking to friends about Jesus


Activity Three - There are many places where we can hear and learn the Word of
God.  Find these and circle them.


Hearing God’s Word is the most important thing for us.
Passages
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Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it!


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.


Hymn - TLH #285 v. 1, 4 
Discuss the words: Book Divine, inspiration, doctrines, tedious night of life,  eternal day


How precious is the Book Divine, 
By inspiration given!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine
To guide our souls to heav’n. 


This lamp through all our tedious night
Of life shall guide our way
Till we behold the clearer light
Of an eternal day. 


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
Help us to be more like Mary and always be happy to hear and learn


Your Word whenever we have a chance.  We know that You will bless us
through the hearing of Your Word. We need to put You first in our lives,
because You are the way to eternal life. Amen
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Mary & Martha
Luke 10:38-42


If Jesus came to visit you, what would you do? 
Would you clean the house, cook a fancy
meal, or just sit and talk with Him?  
In our story today you will meet two sisters who
invited Jesus to their home.  They both loved
Him and wanted to serve Him.  Let’s find out
which one chose the best way to serve her
Lord.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, as we study Your Word today, help us to be like Mary, eager to hear
every word and happy to have this opportunity to learn more about You.  We pray
that You would open our hearts as Your Word is taught so that our faith will grow and
be strengthened.  Bless our study today.  In Your name we pray. Amen


The Story


Now it happened as they went
that He entered a certain village;
and a certain woman named
Martha welcomed Him into her
house. 


{39} And she had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and
heard His word. {40} But Martha was
distracted with much serving, and
she approached Him and said,
"Lord, do You not care that my sister
has left me to serve alone? Therefore
tell her to help me." 


{41} And Jesus answered and
said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are


worried and troubled about many
things. {42} "But one thing is needed,
and Mary has chosen that good
part, which will not be taken away
from her."


Outer Aim - Hearing God’s Word
was the most important thing for
Mary.
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What the Story Tells Us - Discuss the following questions.


1. Was it wrong for Martha to spend time preparing a meal for her Lord?  Why or why
not?


2. Was it wrong for Martha to become angry at Mary for not helping her?  Why or
why not?


3. When do we sit at Jesus’ feet and have a chance to hear and learn His Word?


4. What are some of the things that might keep us from gladly hearing Jesus’ word?


5. Why is the study of God’s Word more important than anything else? 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Cross out the wrong word in each sentence, and write
the correct word on the line.


1. Jesus went to visit Mary and Martha who lived in Bethlehem.
____________________


2. When Jesus started teaching the Word of God, Mary sat and slept.


 ______________________


3. Martha did not listen to Jesus’ words because she was busy eating a meal.


 ______________________


4. Martha thought that Mary should be listening. __________________________


5. Jesus said, “Martha, there is only one thing that is very important, and that is my 


dinner.” _______________________
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6. Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the bad part which shall never be taken away 


from her.” _________________________
7. It is hard for us to watch TV instead of reading and studying God’s Word. 


______________________________


8. God wants us to sleep late or to go fishing on Sunday mornings rather than going
to church. ______________________________


9. God says that hearing His Word is less important than other things.
____________________


10. Through the Word of God the Holy Spirit works doubt in our hearts.______________


Your Turn - Use your Bibles to look up the following Bible verses and match them to the
phrase that fits them best.  Put the correct letter in the blank.


A.  1 Peter 2:2    B.  2 Timothy 3:15 - 16   C.  Romans 10:17    D.  Luke 11:28


_____ You will be happy if you hear the Word of God and also hold on to it.


_____ The Word of God creates faith in the hearts of hearers.


_____ The Bible is the word of God, not just the words of men.


_____ We should be hungry for the Word of God.


Inner Aim - Hearing God’s Word is the most important thing for His
people.
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Passages


Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!


2 Timothy 3:15 - From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn - TLH #285 
Discuss the words: Book Divine, inspiration, doctrines, trod, grace, tedious night of life,  eternal
day


How precious is the Book Divine, 
By inspiration given!
Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine
To guide our souls to heav’n. 


Its light, descending from above
Our gloomy world to cheer,
Displays a Savior’s boundless love
And brings His glories near.


It shows to man his wand’ring ways
And where his feet have trod,
And brings to view the matchless grace
Of a forgiving God.


This lamp through all our tedious night
Of life shall guide our way
Till we behold the clearer light
Of an eternal day. 


Prayer


Lord Jesus, make us eager to serve You as Mary and Martha did. Forgive us for the
times we have neglected to hear and learn Your Word as we should.  Help us realize
how important Your Word is, so that we will choose it above other things as Mary did. 
Send Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith through the hearing of Your Word so that
we will always put You first in our lives.  Make us faithful hearers of Your Word.  Amen.
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Mary & Martha
Luke 10:38-42


If Jesus came to visit you, what would you do? 
Would you clean the house, cook a fancy meal,
or just sit and talk with Him?  
In our story today you will meet two sisters who
invited Jesus to their home.  They both loved Him
and wanted to serve Him.  Let’s find out which
one chose the best way to serve her Lord.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, as we study Your Word today, help us to be like Mary, eager to hear
every word and happy to have this opportunity to learn more about You.  We pray
that You would open our hearts as Your Word is taught so that our faith will grow and
be strengthened.  Bless our study today.  In Your name we pray. Amen


The Story


Now it happened as they went
that He entered a certain village; and a
certain woman named Martha
welcomed Him into her house. 


{39} And she had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and
heard His word. {40} But Martha was
distracted with much serving, and she
approached Him and said, "Lord, do
You not care that my sister has left me
to serve alone? Therefore tell her to
help me." 


{41} And Jesus answered and said
to her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried
and troubled about many things. {42}
"But one thing is needed, and Mary has
chosen that good part, which will not
be taken away from her."


Outer Aim - Hearing God’s Word
was the most important thing for
Mary.
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What the Story Tells Us - Discuss the following questions.


1. Was it wrong for Martha to spend time preparing a meal for her Lord?  Why or why not?


2. Was it wrong for Martha to become angry at Mary for not helping her?  Why or why not?


3. Do you think that Martha was surprised that Jesus didn’t make Mary help her?


4. When do we sit at Jesus’ feet and have a chance to hear and learn His Word?


5. What are some of the things that might keep us from gladly hearing Jesus’  word?


6. Why is the study of God’s Word more important than anything else? 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Cross out the wrong word in each sentence, and write the
correct word on the line.


1. Jesus went to visit Mary and Martha who lived in Bethlehem. ____________________


2. When Jesus started teaching the Word of God, Mary sat and slept.____________________


3. Martha didn’t listen to Jesus because she was busy eating a meal. ___________________


4. Martha thought that Mary should be listening. __________________________


5. Jesus said, “Martha, there is only one thing that is very important, and that is my 
dinner.” _______________________


6. Jesus said, “Mary has chosen the bad part which shall never be taken away from her.” 
_________________________


7. It is hard for us to watch TV instead of reading and studying God’s
Word._________________


8. God wants us to sleep late or to go fishing on Sunday mornings rather than going to 
church. ______________________________


9. God says that hearing His Word is less important than other things. ____________________


10. Through the Word of God the Holy Spirit works doubt in our hearts._____________________
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Your Turn - Use your Bibles to look up the following Bible verses and match them to the
phrase that fits them best.  Put the correct letter in the blank.


A.  1 Peter 2:2    B.  2 Timothy 3:15 - 16   C.  Romans 10:17    D.  Luke 11:28


_____ You will be happy if you hear the Word of God and also hold on to it.


_____ The Word of God creates faith in the hearts of hearers.


_____ The Bible is the word of God, not just the words of men.


_____ We should be hungry for the Word of God.


Some Things to Think About - We need to learn from Mary and make the right choices in
our lives.  Talk about what we should choose in each of these situations in order to be more
like Mary.


1. My baseball team has a game tonight, but we also have a Lenten service at church. 
What should I do?


2. My favorite TV show is on tonight, but I still haven’t learned my memory work for school
(or Sunday school).  What should I do?


3. My friend asked me to spend the night at his house on Saturday, but his/her family
doesn’t attend church.  What should I do?


4. I like to sit with my friends in church, but sometimes we talk or write notes instead of
listening to the sermon.  What should I do?


5. I have a chance to go camping with my friend this summer, but it is the same
week that VBS is scheduled.  What should I do? 


Inner Aim - Hearing God’s Word is the most important thing for His
people.
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Passages


Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!


2 Timothy 3:15 - From childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn - TLH 366


Wilt thou find this one thing needful, Turn from all created things
Unto Jesus and be heedful of the blessed joy He brings.
For where God and Man both in one are united, 
With God’s perfect fulness the heart is delighted;
There, there is the worthiest lot and the best,
My One and my All, and my Joy and my Rest.


How were Mary’s tho’ts devoted Her eternal joy to find
As intent each word she noted, At her Savior’s feet reclined!
How kindled her heart, how devout was its feeling,
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing!
For Jesus all earthly concerns she forgot,
And all was repaid in that one happy lot. 


Prayer


Lord Jesus, make us eager to serve You as Mary and Martha did. Forgive us for the
times we have neglected to hear and learn Your Word as we should.  Help us realize
how important Your Word is, so that we will choose it above other things as Mary did. 
Send Your Holy Spirit to strengthen our faith through the hearing of Your Word so that
we will always put You first in our lives.  Make us faithful hearers of Your Word.  Amen.
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant - Matthew 18


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, teach us to use Your Word to bring sinners to repentance that heaven’s door may be
opened to them.  Let me reflect Thy gracious forgiveness to all who live with me in this sinful world.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
take account - examine in detail
talent - a very large sum of money-10,000 talents equals millions of dollars
compassion - have and show mercy


OUTER AIM
The Lord reveals a most forgiving heart in contrast to the hardness of human nature.


INNER AIM
Teach the children to pray the Fifth Petition with Christian understanding and deep concern for those who
sin against them.


BACKGROUND 
Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 225 ff.
In the verses preceding this Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, the Savior had been speaking to the
disciples about their forgiving and retaining sins (the use of the Ministry of the Keys).  Peter quickly came
with the question, “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  Till seven times?”  In
response to that very human question-how often-Jesus tells the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant.


vs. 22  Seventy times seven:  an unlimited number


vs. 23  take account:  see how servants had met their responsibilities


vs. 24  began to reckon:  began to look into or examine in detail


vs. 25  a servant whose debt was far beyond what he could ever pay


vs. 26  the servant was unaware of his inability to pay


vs. 27  the king forgave


vs. 28  100 pence:  how small in comparison to 10,000 talents


vs. 33-35  contrast between merciful king and demanding servant.
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STUDENT PRAYER        TLH #412 v. 1
May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill
And do on earth our Father’s will  As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living Way,
With all Thy children and obey The Law of Christian love.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.  Tell the story: 
Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to the scriptural account. 
When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to harmonize the accounts, including
extra details found in each account.  Let the students know where they can find the additional details in the
Bible.


Discuss the story:  While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students’ lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand the story. 


APPLICATION
• Reflect on the unbounded daily love that our God has shown us by forgiving us our countless sins without


any merit or worthiness in us.  “Forgive us our trespasses . . .” (Fifth Petition.)
• Reflect on the mercy and grace of the Lord in forgiving the sins of those who sin against us, not only seven


times but seventy times seven.  “As we forgive those who trespass against us.” (Fifth Petition.)


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to


how they fit the lesson.
Lower
Luke 23:34 -  “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do.”


Middle
Luke 23:34 -  “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do.”
Matt 5:44 - “Love your enemies, bless those that curse you, do good to those that hate you, and pray for those


who spitefully use you, and persecute you.”


Upper
Luke 23:34 -  “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do.”
Matt 5:44 - “Love your enemies, bless those that curse you, do good to those that hate you, and pray for those


who spitefully use you, and persecute you.”


John 20:23 - “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” (Ministry of the Keys)


HYMN CHOICES
Forgive Our Sins, Lord, We Implore - TLH #458 v. 6
Yea, As I Live, Jehovah Saith - TLH 331 vs 1 and 3
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:21-35


The Story


Introduction:
What if one of your friends or your


brother or sister took your place in line? Or
perhaps your color crayon? Or sat down
first on the chair you wanted to sit on? Or
maybe took the last cookie? What would
you do? Would it be hard to forgive them?
Should you forgive them? Today we are
going to learn about a man who had the
chance to forgive. I want you to all listen
very carefully and tell me if the man
forgave his neighbor.


Prayer (Have the students repeat each
marked section during the prayer.) Dear
Father in Heaven/ Help us to listen
carefully/ so we can learn more from Your
Word./ Help us to learn how to forgive/ just
like You forgave me./ In Jesus’ name.
Amen.


Prior to lesson the teacher should
color, cut out and glue pieces of felt on
the flannel graph figures. These figures can
be used to tell the lesson.







New Testament 2  Parable of Unforgiving Servant  - Level 1


While Jesus lived on this earth He told
many stories to His disciples and those who
followed Him. These stories were used to
teach Jesus’ followers about the Bible.
These stories were called parables.
(Students can repeat this word slowly
along with the teacher.) Today we are
going to hear one of these stories that
Jesus told. 


One day there was a king who had
servants who owed him money. One of
these servants owed him a very large
amount of money. He owed the king
10,000 talents, that is equal to millions of
dollars today.


The servant did not have the money
to pay. Because he could not pay the
debt the king decided to sell the man’s
wife, children and all the servant owned.
The servant got on his knees and begged
the king saying, “Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.”


The king felt sorry for him and said he
would not have to pay back any of the
money. The king canceled the debt. 


That servant left the king and went
out and found a fellow servant that owed
him money. That other servant only owed
the first servant 100 denarii, which is a few
dollars. This was a very small debt
compared to what the first servant had
owed the king. He grabbed his fellow
servant and began to choke him
demanding, “Pay back what you owe
me!”


This other servant got down on his
knees and began to beg saying, “Be
patient with me and I will pay you back.”


The servant refused to listen. He had
his fellow servant thrown into prison until he
would be able to pay back the few dollars.


Other servants saw what this servant
did to his fellow servant and they went and
told the king. The king was angry. The king
said to the servant, “You wicked servant! I


forgave you all that debt because you
begged me. Should you not also have had
compassion on your fellow servant, just as I
had pity on you?” The king now had the
man thrown into prison until he could pay
the debt.


After Jesus was done with the story
He said that this is how our Heavenly Father
will treat us if we do not forgive our
brothers.


This story was told by Jesus in answer
to a question that He had been asked by
Peter His disciple. Who was Peter? (Peter
was the disciple who had walked on water
toward Jesus.) Today the question Peter
asked Jesus was, “Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
Up to seven times?”


Peter wanted to know how many
times he should forgive his brother and he
thought maybe up to seven times. That
seemed like a lot of times to forgive one
person.


(How many times do you think we
should forgive those who sin against us?
More than seven times? Less than seven
times?)


Jesus answered him, “I do not say to
you up to seven times, but seventy times
seven.” (How many of you know what
seventy times seven is? This equals 490!)
Was Jesus saying that you should count
every time you forgive your brother and
when you get to the 491st time you should
quit?


Do you think Jesus really wants you
to count every time you forgive someone?
Jesus was saying that you should not count
the number of times you forgive but you
should always forgive no matter how many
times someone sins against you.
Forgiveness should be without an end.
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Jesus told a parable about the forgiveness of sins.


Activity One - Answer these questions together in class.


1. Did the servant forgive his fellow servant?


2. What did he do to the servant?


3. What should the servant have done?


4. Who is our fellow brother?


5. How many times should we forgive them?


6. Why should we forgive?


7. How many of our sins did Jesus (the King) forgive?


8. What did we do to get this forgiveness?


9. How do we receive this forgiveness?


Activity Two 
- Have the students color, cut out and glue the figures to popsicle
sticks. As the students are working on the figures the teacher
could discuss and review the story. If time allows the teacher
should give some of the students a chance to retell the story
using their own figures.
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We are to forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us.


Activity Three - 
Put your name on the line by
the stick person and draw a
face. Try to find a path to
forgiveness through the
cross of Jesus Christ.


Passage
 Luke 23:34 -  Then Jesus


said, "Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what


they do."


Hymn - TLH #412 v. 1


May we Thy precepts, Lord,
fulfil


And do on earth our
Father’s will


As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living


Way,
With all Thy children and
obey
The law of Christian love.


or “Forgiveness Is For Me” the tune “The B-I-B-L-E”


Forgiveness is for me,
If I a Christian be,
God has forgiven all my sins,
Paid my debt for free.


Because of what He’s done,
Through the death of His Son,
I will forgive those who hurt me,
A life of love begun.


Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:21-35


The Story


Introduction:
What if one of your friends or your


brother or sister took your place in line? Or
perhaps you color crayon? Or sat down first on
the chair you wanted to sit on? Or maybe took
the last cookie? What would you do? Would it
be hard to forgive them? Should you forgive
them? Today we are going to learn about a
man who had the chance to forgive. I want
you to all listen very carefully and tell me if the
man forgave his neighbor.


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven, Let us receive Your


Word today with listening ears and open hearts.
Thank You for loving us so much that You sent
Jesus to take away our sin. Help us show our love
for You by forgiving those who sin against us. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.


(Have the students act out the story. King -
bathrobe and paper crown; Servant 1 & 2; Jailers
- sword and shield made of cardboard; Group of
Servants. Tell the story first using the paraphrased
version below. Then retell the story stopping at
the appropriate times to direct the students in
their roles.)
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While Jesus lived on this earth He told
many stories to His disciples and those who
followed Him. These stories were used to
teach Jesus’ followers about the Bible.
These stories were called parables.
(Students can repeat this word slowly
along with the teacher.) Today we are
going to hear one of these stories that
Jesus told. 


One day there was a king who had
servants who owed him money. One of
these servants owed him a very large
amount of money. He owed the king
10,000 talents, that is equal to millions of
dollars today.


The servant did not have the money
to pay. Because he could not pay the
debt the king decided to sell the man’s
wife, children and all the servant owned.
The servant got on his knees and begged
the king saying, “Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.”


The king felt sorry for him and said he
would not have to pay back any of the
money. The king cancelled the debt. 


That servant left the king and went
out and found a fellow servant that owed
him money. That other servant only owed
the first servant 100 denarii, which is a few
dollars. This was a very small debt
compared to what he had owed the king.
He grabbed his fellow servant and began
to choke him demanding, “Pay back what
you owe me!”


This other servant got down on his
knees and began to beg saying, “Be
patient with me and I will pay you back.”


The servant refused to listen. He had
his fellow servant thrown into prison until he
would be able to pay back the few dollars.


Other servants saw what this servant
did to his fellow servant and they went and


 told the king. The king was angry. The king
said to the servant, “You wicked servant! I
forgave you all your debt because you
begged me. Should you not also have had
compassion on your fellow  servant, just as I
had pity on you?” The king now had the man
thrown into prison until he could pay the
debt.


After Jesus was done with the story He
said that this is how our Heavenly Father will
treat us if we do not forgive our brothers.


This story was told by Jesus in answer to
a question that He had been asked by Peter
His disciple. Who was Peter? (Peter was the
disciple who had walked on water toward
Jesus.) Today the question Peter asked Jesus
was, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven
times?”


Peter wanted to know how many times
he should forgive his brother and he thought
maybe up to seven times. That seemed like a
lot of times to forgive one person.


(How many times do you think we
should forgive those who sin against us? More
than seven times? Less than seven times?)


Jesus answered him, “I do not say to
you up to seven times, but seventy times
seven.” (How many of you know what
seventy times seven is? This equals 490!) Was
Jesus saying that you should count every
time you forgive your brother and when you
get to the 491st time you should quit?


Do you think Jesus really wanted you to
count every time you forgave someone?
Jesus was saying that you should not count
the number of times you forgive but you
should always forgive no matter how many
times someone sins against you. Forgiveness
should be without an end.


Jesus told a parable about the forgiveness of sins.
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Activity One - Answer these questions together in class.


1. What did the one servant not do to his fellow servant?


2. What did he do to the servant instead?


3. What should have the servant done?


4. Who is our fellow brother?


5. How many times should we forgive them?


6. Why should we forgive?


7. How many of our sins did Jesus (the King) forgive?


8. What did we do to get this forgiveness?


9. How do we receive this forgiveness?


Activity Two - Have the students color, cut out and glue the figures, found on pages 3
and 4, to popsicle sticks. As the students are working on the figures, the teacher could
discuss and review the story. If time allows the teacher should give some of the students a
chance to retell the story using their own figures.
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We are to forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us.


Passages
 Luke 23:34 -  Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for


they do not know what they do."


Matthew 5:44 -  But I say to you, love your enemies,
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate


you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you.


Hymn - TLH #412 v. 1


May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfil
And do on earth our Father’s will
As angels do above;
Still walk in Christ, the living Way,
With all Thy children and obey
The law of Christian love.







New Testament 5  Parable of Unforgiving Servant  - Level 2


Activity Three - Color and cut out the puzzle pieces. Place them together in the
correct order. Use this to help you memorize the verse.


Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:21-35


What if your friend lied to you and you found out about it?
What if your friend told someone else your secret?
What if that friend made fun of you or hurt you in some way?
How would you feel toward him or her?
Would it be easy to forgive him or her?
What if your friend kept sinning against you? Should you still keep
forgiving him or her?


In our parable today, Peter asked Jesus a similar question.
Jesus told Peter the parable of the unforgiving servant. In this
parable Jesus demonstrates how the Lord reveals a most forgiving
heart in contrast to the hardness of human nature.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, Bless our study of Your Word today and help us to apply the lessons
we will learn through our study. Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your only Son,
Jesus, to pay for our sins, even though we do not deserve Your mercy and forgiveness. Let
Your love and forgiveness motivate us to forgive and love others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Matthew 18:21-38


Matthew 18:21  Then Peter came to
Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
Up to seven times?" 


{22} Jesus said to him, "I do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy
times seven. 


{23} "Therefore the kingdom of
heaven is like a certain king who wanted
to settle accounts with his servants. {24}
"And when he had begun to settle
accounts, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. {25} "But as
he was not able to pay, his master
commanded that he be sold, with his wife
and children and all that he had, and that
payment be made. 


{26} "The servant therefore fell down
before him, saying, 'Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.' {27} "Then
the master of that servant was moved with
compassion, released him, and forgave
him the debt. 


{28} "But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands
on him and took him by the throat, saying,
'Pay me what you owe!' 


{29} "So his fellow servant fell down at
his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have
patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 


{30} "And he would not, but went
and threw him into prison till he should pay
the debt. {31} "So when his fellow servants
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saw what had been done, they were very
grieved, and came and told their master
all that had been done. 


{32} "Then his master, after he had
called him, said to him, 'You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you begged me. {33} 'Should you
not also have had compassion on your


fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?'
{34} "And his master was angry, and
delivered him to the torturers until he
should pay all that was due to him. 


{35} "So My heavenly Father also will
do to you if each of you, from his heart,
does not forgive his brother his trespasses."


Outer Aim - Jesus told a parable about the forgiveness of sins.


What the Story Tells Us - You may wish to have the class act out the parable. Go over
these discussion questions.


1. How many times did Peter think he should forgive his brother?


2. What was Jesus’ response to Peter?


3. What was Jesus really saying by this response?


4. In the parable, who represents the king?


5. What did the king do for the servant who owed him a debt?


6. What has God done for each of us?


7. Did we earn this forgiveness?


8. When this servant found a fellow servant who owed him a debt, the servant was not
merciful or forgiving. Did this show that he was appreciative of the king’s mercy in
canceling his debt?


9. When the king found out about how the servant treated his fellow servant, what did the
king do?


10. The king asked the wicked servant, “Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as I had on you?” What is the correct answer?


11. Why should we be willing and eager to forgive?


12. Who should we be willing and eager to forgive?
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What God’s Word Tells Us  - Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word that
completes the sentence. One letter in each word has been given to you. Take these given
letters and write them below to begin the passage that Jesus spoke on the cross.


1. The master F __ __ __ __ __ __ the servant his debt.


2. The servant owed his master 10,000 __ A __ __ __ __ __ .


3. __ __ T __ __ asked Jesus the question about forgiveness.


4. God wants us to forgive our brother from the H __ __ __ __ .


5. Peter thought we should forgive our neighbor __ E __ __ __ times.


6. The second servant owed a debt of a hundred __ __ __ __ R __ __ .


7. The wicked servant was __ __ F __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .


8. The king in the parable represents __ O __ .


9. The king sent the wicked servant into __ R __ __ __ __ .


10. When we are unforgiving it __ __ G __ __ __ God.


11. God has forgiven our __ I __ __ .


12. Forgiveness should be a daily part of our __ __ V __ __ .


13. We should forgive even our __ __ E __ __ __ __ .


“____________________ , _____________________ them; for they do not know that they do.” 
Luke 23:34


Passages
Matthew 5:44 -  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to


those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


The Fifth Petition  © Sydow Catechism 2000


“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
What does this mean?


We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look on our sins or deny our
prayer because of them. We are not worthy of things for which we are asking, neither have
we deserved them. However, we ask that our Father would by His grace give us what we
ask; even though we sin often every day and indeed deserve nothing but punishment. We,
too, will from our hearts gladly forgive and do good to all those who sin against us.


Inner Aim - We are to forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us.


UNFORGIVING
ENEMIES


GOD 
SINS


FORGAVE
HEART
LIVES


PRISON
TALENTS


PETER
ANGERS
DENARII
SEVEN
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Your Turn - WORD SEARCH - Find the words from the Word Box in the puzzle below. The
words can go across, down, diagonal and backwards.


Hymn - TLH #458 v. 1, 6


Our Father, Thou in heav’n above,
Who biddest us to dwell in love,
As brethren of one family,
To cry in ev’ry need to Thee,
Teach us no thoughtless words to say,
But from our inmost heart to pray.


Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
Remove from us their burden sore,
As we their trespasses forgive
Who by offenses us do grieve.
Thus let us dwell in charity
And serve our brother willingly.


Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer
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The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant
Matthew 18:21-35


What if your friend lied to you and you found out about it?
What if your friend told someone else your secret?
What if that friend made fun of you or hurt you in some way?
How would you feel toward them?
Would it be easy to forgive them?
What if your friend kept sinning against you? Should you still keep
forgiving them?


In our parable today, Peter asked Jesus a similar question.
Jesus told Peter the parable of the unforgiving servant. In this
parable Jesus demonstrates how the Lord reveals a most forgiving
heart in contrast to the hardness of human nature.


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven, Bless our study of Your Word today and help us to apply the lessons
we will learn through our study. Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your only Son,
Jesus, to pay for our sins, even though we do not deserve Your mercy and forgiveness.
Because of the love and forgiveness You showed to us, let that motivate us to forgive and
love others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


The Story - Matthew 18:21-38


Matthew 18:21  Then Peter came to Him
and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven
times?" 


{22} Jesus said to him, "I do not say to
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times
seven. 


{23} "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is
like a certain king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. {24} "And when he
had begun to settle accounts, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. {25} "But as he was not able to pay, his
master commanded that he be sold, with his
wife and children and all that he had, and
that payment be made. 


{26} "The servant therefore fell down
before him, saying, 'Master, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.' {27} "Then the


master of that servant was moved with
compassion, released him, and forgave him
the debt. 


{28} "But that servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who owed him
a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him
and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me
what you owe!' 


{29} "So his fellow servant fell down at his
feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.' 


{30} "And he would not, but went and
threw him into prison till he should pay the
debt. {31} "So when his fellow servants saw
what had been done, they were very grieved,
and came and told their master all that had
been done. 


{32} "Then his master, after he had
called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant!
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 I forgave you all that debt because you
begged me. {33} 'Should you not also have
had compassion on your fellow servant, just as
I had pity on you?' {34} "And his master was
angry, and delivered him to the torturers until


he should pay all that was due to him. 
{35} "So My heavenly Father also will do


to you if each of you, from his heart, does not
forgive his brother his trespasses."


Outer Aim - Jesus told a parable about the forgiveness of sins.


What the Story Tells Us - Go over these discussion questions.


1. How many times did Peter think he should forgive his brother?


2. What was Jesus’ response to Peter?


3. What was Jesus really saying by this response?


4. In the parable, who represents the king?


5. What did the king do for the servant who owed him a debt?


6. What has God done for each of us?


7. Did we earn this forgiveness?


8. When this servant found a fellow servant who owed him a debt, the servant was not
merciful or forgiving. Did this show that he was appreciative of the king’s mercy in
canceling his debt?


9. When the king found out about how the servant treated his fellow servant, what did the
king do?


10. The king asked the wicked servant, “Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow
servant just as I had on you?” What is the correct answer.


11. Why should we be willing and eager to forgive?


12. Who should we be willing and eager to forgive?


Inner Aim - We are to forgive others as God in Christ has forgiven us.
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What God’s Word Tells Us  - Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word that completes
the sentence. One letter in each word has been given to you. Take these given letters and
write them below to begin the passage that Jesus spoke on the cross.


1. The master F __ __ __ __ __ __ the servant his debt.


2. The servant owed his master 10,000 __ A __ __ __ __ __ .


3. __ __ T __ __ asked Jesus the question about forgiveness.


4. God wants us to forgive our brother from the H __ __ __ __ .


5. Peter thought we should forgive our neighbor __ E __ __ __ times.


6. The second servant owed a debt of a hundred __ __ __ __ R __ __ .


7. The wicked servant was __ __ F __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ .


8. The king in the parable represents __ O __ .


9. The king sent the wicked servant into __ R __ __ __ __ .


10. When we are unforgiving it __ __ G __ __ __ God.


11. God has forgiven our __ I __ __ .


12. Forgiveness should be a daily part of our __ __ V __ __ .


13. We should forgive even our __ __ E __ __ __ __ .


“____________________ , _____________________ them; for they do not
know that they do.” 
Luke 23:34


Passages


Matthew 5:44 -  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you.


John 20:23 - "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any,
they are retained."


The Fifth Petition  © Sydow Catechism 2000


“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
What does this mean?


We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look on our sins or deny our
prayer because of them. We are not worthy of things for which we are asking, neither have
we deserved them. However, we ask that our Father would by His grace give us what we
ask; even though we sin often every day and indeed deserve nothing but punishment. We,
too, will from our hearts gladly forgive and do good to all those who sin against us.
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Your Turn - Draw the following picture below. A man carrying a huge burden on his back.
the bag says “SINS AGAINST GOD”. The man, however, is staring at a very small bag that he
is holding in front of his face. This bag is labeled “MY BROTHER’S SINS AGAINST ME.”


Hymn - TLH #458 v. 1, 6, 9


Our Father, Thou in heav’n above,
Who biddest us to dwell in love,
As brethren of one family,
To cry in ev’ry need to Thee,
Teach us no thoughtless words to say,
But from our inmost heart to pray.


Forgive our sins, Lord, we implore,
Remove from us their burden sore,
As we their trespasses forgive
Who by offenses us do grieve.
Thus let us dwell in charity
And serve our brother willingly.


Amen, that is, So shall it be.
Confirm our faith and hope in Thee
That we may doubt not, but believe
What here we ask we shall receive.
Thus in Thy name and at Thy word
We say: Amen. Oh, hear us, Lord!


Prayer - The Lord’s Prayer


Tell how this picture demonstrates the truths of this lesson.
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