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STORY 9/21/2003


The Woman of Canaan - Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30


TEACHER PRAYER
Lord, Jesus Christ, help us to look to You for all our needs, especially our utmost needs for the 
forgiveness of sins, faith, Your Word, life, and salvation.  Help us through Your Word to humble 
ourselves so that we plainly and clearly see the need for these gifts and for complete dependence on You at
all times.  Although You may test our faith severely as You did in the case of the woman in this lesson, grant
that the test strengthens our faith.  Do not let us weaken or lose our faith over such tests.  In Your name we
ask this. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Tyre and Sidon - Two ancient cities that for a time were powerful cities. They were both located on the
eastern edge of the Mediterranean Sea about 21 miles apart. *Find these cities on the map. (see Rupprecht
p. 205-206)
Canaan  -  a general term for the geographical region of Palestine.  Here, it's used to show the woman 
was not Jewish.  (Regarding  Canaan, Young's Concordance of the Bible has a good, though dated
summary.  Compare also the following: Syro-Phoenician used in Mark 7:27)
Syro-Phoenician - a person from the Roman territory that combined Syria with Phoenicia.  Phoenicia 
was a narrow strip of land along the Mediterranean coast that had at one time been a great shipping 
power (similar boundaries to modern-day Lebanon).  Syria was the region east of Phoenicia (similar to 
today's Syria).
Demon-possessed - In Jesus' time the devil and the devil's fallen angels were allowed the power to take 
limited physical control of people's bodies.  (see Rupprecht pp133-134)  While it gave the devil the 
ability to show his anger against Christ, it also gave Christ the opportunity to show His ultimate power 
over the devil and the demons.  It emphasized for the people the great spiritual conflict being played 
out between the devil and God.


OUTER AIM
A Gentile woman persevered in seeking help from Jesus.


INNER AIM
Our faith looks expectantly to God for all of our needs.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 205-210)
Jesus had recently performed many amazing miracles in Galilee and preached powerful messages in 
Capernaum.  In this story He tries again to take a break from His work by going north from Galilee to a
region not as populated by the Jewish people.
Matt. 15:21
< Jesus went from the region of Gennesaret (Galilee) to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  He may not have


gone into those cities themselves but to the countryside and villages around them.
v. 22
< Mark informs us this woman was a Syro-Phoenician, a Greek.  "Greek" as used here and other places in


the New Testament, often means a non-Jew, a Gentile, a heathen,.  She was Greek or Hellenistic in
outlook or culture, not in national origin.  See vocabulary above.
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< The woman's words, "O, Lord, Son of David," indicates she looked upon Jesus as the promised Jewish
Messiah.  She believed Him to be her Savior who possessed divine power for forgiveness and healing. 
She asks that her demon-possessed daughter be healed.


v. 23
< Jesus, knowing exactly what He would do and what would happen, seemingly ignores her.  
< The disciples are perturbed by her and wish to be rid of her somehow.
v. 24
< Jesus, knowing that she lived surrounded by unbelievers, seeks to strengthen her faith by testing it.
< Jesus lets her know that His first priority was the lost sheep of Israel, meaning the Jewish people of Israel


who needed to be gathered through repentance and faith into Jesus' sheepfold (kingdom).
v. 25
< She does not let the seeming brush-off, the rejection, disturb her in the least.  It made her more persistent


and worshipful.  
< She begs Jesus for help.
v. 26
< Yet Jesus' severest test of her faith is shown.  
< He implies she is a dog and not worthy to receive the full meal on the master's table.  
< The meal pictures the Gospel that was to be for the "children" (cf. Mt 3:9; Rom. 9; Gal 3:7), not the dogs


or the heathen.  
< The Jews of that time often referred to heathens as dogs.
v. 27
< Her reply makes her faith shine all the more brilliantly, because all she asks for is  the crumbs from the


Gospel table, not the whole meal.  
< Such was her faith that she knew God's mercy was so great  that even a small portion would be sufficient


for her needs.
v. 28
< Jesus expresses amazement at her faith, hoping that others would look to imitate her great faith and


perseverance.  
< He grants her the "crumbs" for which she asked by healing her daughter.  
< Mark tells us that she found her daughter lying peacefully on the bed and completely healed.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear God, you have shown us in this story that even though You may severely test our faith in You, 
surely You desire us to keep our faith.  Help us always to strongly and faithfully trust and hope in You 
to the end, so that by faith in Your saving work, we may enter Your everlasting home and be with You  
forever. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.
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Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


ACTIVITY TWO - Help the students memorize the passage and reference. Then have them cut out the boxes
and glue them to paper to make a get-well card for someone who is sick. You will need to fold the extra sheet
of paper appropriately to make a card.


APPLICATIONS
1. Many times we may and should go to the Lord in times of need and trouble or problems.  He tells us to call


upon Him in the day of trouble and He will deliver us.  We should also see how God may be working on us
to show how persistent we can be.  Will we be like the woman who did not accept what seemed to be a
"no" after her second request?  We also need to realize that God does not always answer our prayers in
the way we expect Him to.


2. We should realize that we too are "dogs," undeserving of God's mercy because of our many and daily sins. 
We also are the non-Jews, the Gentiles to whom God also "scattered the crumbs", that is, reached out to
after many of the Jews rejected their birthright and Savior.  We are made "children" only through Jesus
Christ.  For Jesus redeemed us, forgives us our sins, and calls us by the Holy Spirit with the Word to
believe in Jesus as our Savior.  Because of our many sins, even as Christians, each day we need to come
many times seeking God's merciful forgiveness and healing and to be reassured of our place as God's
children.


3. In this life we should expect the Lord to allow tests of our faith.  He permits these trials to strengthen our
faith and make heaven appear all the more dear to us.  (James 1:2-3,12f;  1 Peter 1:3-7)  These trials lead
us to long for the assurance of forgiveness and heaven.  We know that after the troubles, God will send us
times of joy, both now with the peace of forgiveness and in eternal life without tears.


4. Temptation should urge us to have greater reliance upon God instead of relying on ourselves, the world's
ideas, or others.  (James 1:12ff)  Our help is in the Lord.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalms 50:15 - "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."
1 Peter 5:6-7 -  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due 
time,  casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
Matthew 11:28 - "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.


Middle any of the above and...
Matthew 11:28-30  -  "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
Lamentations 3:22-23  -  Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.
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Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:12-13 -  Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  No temptation 
has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it.
Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.


HYMN CHOICES
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus." (TLH 457 all)
"I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (TLH 428 all)
"Rise to Arms, With Prayer Employ You" (TLH 444 all)
"Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray" (TLH 446 all)
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The Woman of Canaan
Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30
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The Story


Jesus wanted some time alone.
He went to the country of Tyre and
Sidon, so He could be alone.  The
people in this place were
Canaanites.  Many did not worship
the true God.  One of these women
came to Jesus for help.  She had a
daughter who was very sick.  Even
though she was a Gentile, the
woman had learned about Jesus. 
She knew Jesus was the Savior and
cried to Him, saying, “Have mercy
on me O Lord, Son of David!”  Then
she asked Jesus to make her
daughter well. 


At first, Jesus did not answer the
woman.  He was testing her faith. 
The disciples wanted to send


her away, but the woman kept
praying for Jesus to help her.


Then Jesus told the Gentile
woman that He was sent first to help
the lost sheep of Israel.  The woman
worshiped Jesus and said, “True,
Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from the masters’
table.”  She was certain Jesus would
answer her prayer.


Jesus saw the great faith of the
Gentile woman.  He said, “O,
woman, great is your faith!  Let it be
to you as you ask.”  When the
woman returned home, she found
her daughter had been healed in
that same hour!


Activity One  - Use the words in the box to fill in the blanks.


1. The woman knew Jesus is the ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.


2. She prayed to Jesus to ___ ___ ___ ___ heal her daughter.


3. Jesus said she had great ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.


4. Jesus answered her ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.


5. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ hears my prayers too.


help         prayer        Savior      faith        Jesus
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Prayer
 
We know You are our Savior and You hear our prayers. Thank You for
all our blessings. Amen 


Activity Two - Cut out the boxes and glue them to a folded paper to make a get-well
card for someone who is sick. Try to memorize the passage from Psalms as you are coloring
and cutting.


Call upon Me in
the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, 


and you shall
glorify Me.  


Psalm 50:15


May Jesus
help you to


get well
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The Woman of Canaan
Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30
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The Story


Jesus went to the country of
Tyre and Sidon, so He could be
alone.  The people in this place
were Canaanites.  Many did not
worship the true God.  One of
these women came to Jesus for
help.  She had a daughter who
was very sick.  Even though she
was a Gentile, she had learned
about Jesus.  She knew Jesus was
the Savior and cried to Him,
saying, “Have mercy on me O
Lord, Son of David!”  Then she
asked Jesus to make her daughter
well. 


At first Jesus did not answer
the woman.  He wanted to test
her faith.  The disciples wanted to


 send her away.  The woman kept
praying for Jesus to help her.


Then Jesus told the Gentile
woman that He was sent first to
help the lost sheep of Israel.  The
woman worshiped Jesus and said,
“True, Lord, yet even the little dogs
eat the crumbs which fall from the
masters’ table.”  She was certain
Jesus would answer her prayer.


Jesus saw the great faith of
the Gentile woman.  He said, “O,
woman, great is your faith!  Let it
be to you as you ask.”  When the
woman returned home she found
her daughter had been healed in
that same hour.


A Gentile woman persevered in seeking help from Jesus.


Review - Use the picture on page 1 for some of numbers below.


1. Color the woman who showed great faith.


2. How did the woman show her faith in Jesus?
  
3. How do we get strong faith?


4. Color Jesus. 
 
5. How did Jesus answer the woman’s prayer? 


6. How does Jesus help us?
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Activity One  - Use the words in the box to fill in the blanks.


1. A_____________woman came to Jesus for help.


2. She knew Jesus is the _____________.


3. The woman prayed to Jesus for __________.


4. ______________did not help the woman right away.


5. She kept on______________to Jesus.


6. Jesus said the woman had great _____________.


7. Jesus made the daughter ___________.


Hymn - TLH 457 v. 1, 2


What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!


Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness —
Take it to the Lord in prayer.


 


mercy        well        Jesus       Gentiles       faith       praying      Savior
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Our faith looks expectantly to God for all of our needs.


Passages - Use the words from these Bible passages to help you make a get-well card
for someone who is sick.


Psalm 50:15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me. 


Matthew 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 


1 Peter 5:6-7 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him for He


cares for you.


Prayer


Dear God, 
You have shown us in this story that even though You may


severely test our faith in You, surely You desire us to keep our faith.
Help us always to strongly and faithfully trust and hope in You to the
end, so that by faith in Your Son, Jesus’, saving work, we may enter
Your everlasting home and be with You forever. Amen.
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The Woman of Canaan
Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30


What is prayer?


Why do people pray?


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,  
We pray You will send the Holy Spirit to us, so


we will gladly hear and study Your Word.  Help us as
we learn to come to You in prayer and trust in You for
everything.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The Story - Matthew 15:21-28


Then Jesus went out from there
and departed to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. {22} And behold, a woman of
Canaan came from that region and
cried out to Him, saying, "Have mercy
on me, O Lord, Son of David! My
daughter is severely demon-possessed." 


(Mark 7:26)  The woman was a
Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and
she kept asking Him to cast the demon
out of her daughter.


{23} But He answered her not a
word. And His disciples came and
urged Him, saying, "Send her away, for
she cries out after us." 


{24} But He answered and said, "I
was not sent except to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel." {25} Then she came
and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help
me!" 


{26} But He answered and said, "It
is not good to take the children's bread
and throw it to the little dogs."


 {27} And she said, "Yes, Lord, yet
even the little dogs eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters' table." 


{28} Then Jesus answered and
said to her, "O woman, great is your
faith! Let it be to you as you desire." And
her daughter was healed from that very
hour.


Outer Aim
A Gentile woman persevered in
seeking help from Jesus.
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What the Story Tells Us - Match by writing the correct letter.


1. _____Jesus traveled to


2. _____A Gentile woman


3. _____Her daughter was


4. _____The Gentile woman showed


5. _____ At first Jesus 


6. _____At first Jesus said


7. _____The woman continued


8. _____Jesus said the woman


9. _____Then Jesus


10. ____Jesus showed his power


A. to pray even though Jesus          
didn’t help.


B. possessed by a devil.
C. the region of Tyre and Sidon.
D. came to Jesus for help.
E. her faith in Jesus.
F. He came to help only Israel.
G. did not answer the woman.
H. healed the daughter.
I. over the devil and evil spirits.
J. had great faith.


Inner Aim
Our faith looks expectantly to God for all of our needs.


What God Tells Us - Fill in the blanks from the Word List.


1. We should ___________for help in all our needs.
2. God hears_________our prayers.
3. Sometimes God does not ____________our prayers right


away.
4. __________wants us to keep on praying.
5. We need to ask God for ________________every day
6. Sometimes God sends us trials to strengthen our


_____________.
7. We know that God’s best answer to our prayers is ____________life  in faith.


Word List


answer
forgiveness
eternal
pray
God 
all 
faith
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Passages


Psalm 50:15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me."


Matthew 11:28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.


Lamentations 3:22-23  Through the Lord's mercies we are not consumed,
Because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; 


Great is Your faithfulness.


Hymn - Hymn 457 v. 1, 2


What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Ev’rything to God in prayer!


Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness —
Take it to the Lord in prayer.


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, the Bible passages and hymn verses to write a prayer
asking the Lord for help.


Prayer


Dear God, 
You have shown us in this story that even through You may severely test


our faith in You, surely You desire us to keep our faith.  Help us always to trust
and hope in You to the end, that by faith in Your saving work, we may enter
Your everlasting home and be with You forever.  Amen.
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The Woman of Canaan
Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30


What are some reasons people pray?


When are some times we pray?


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven.  We pray You will send the Holy Spirit to
us, so we will gladly hear and study Your Word.  Help us as we
learn to come to You in prayer and trust in You for everything. 
In Jesus name.  Amen.


The Story


(Matthew 15:21-28)  Then Jesus went out from
there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
{22} And behold, a woman of Canaan came from
that region and cried out to Him, saying, "Have mercy
on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely
demon-possessed." 


(Mark 7:26)  The woman was a Greek, a
Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to
cast the demon out of her daughter.


{23} But He answered her not a word. And His
disciples came and urged Him, saying, "Send her
away, for she cries out after us."


{24} But He answered and said, "I was not sent
except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 


{25}Then she came and worshiped
Him, saying, "Lord, help me!" 


{26} But He answered and said,
"It is not good to take the children's
bread and throw it to the little dogs."


 {27} And she said, "Yes, Lord,
yet even the little dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from their masters'
table." 


{28} Then Jesus answered and
said to her, "O woman, great is your
faith! Let it be to you as you desire."
And her daughter was healed from
that very hour.


Recalling Details 


1. Near what cities did this story take place?


2. Who came to help? 


3. What words show she believed in Jesus as her Savior? 


4. What two things did she pray for?  







5. At first what did Jesus do? 


6. What did Jesus tell her? 


7. How did the Greek woman show her faith? 


8. What did Jesus say about the Gentile woman? 


9.  How did Jesus help the woman?  


10. What power did Jesus show by healing the demon-possessed girl?  


Outer Aim
A Gentile woman persevered in seeking help from Jesus.


Discussion Questions


1. What did the Gentile woman pray for?


2. When should we go to Jesus in prayer?


3. From our story, what do we learn to do if God does not answer our prayers? 


4. How are we like the Gentile woman? 


5. How did Jesus test the woman’s faith?


6. How did the woman show her strong faith?


7. How do we show our faith?


8. In what ways does God answer prayers?


Inner Aim
Our faith looks expectantly to God for all of our needs.


Passages
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Matthew 11:28-30 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you


will find rest for your souls, For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.
What is the rest Jesus promises to give us? 


1 Peter 5:6-7 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt
you in due time, casting all your care upon Him for He cares for you.


What do these Bible verses tell us to pray about? 


1 Corinthians 10:12-13 Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall, no
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with temptation will also make


the way of escape, that you many be able to bear it.  
Because God is faithful, what will He do? 


Hymn and Prayer
Read Hymn 446 vs. 1, 5, and 6. Use the hymn verses to write a closing prayer for today’s
lesson. Include the ideas from both the OUTER and INNER AIMS.





		womanofcanaannotes

		womanofcanaan1

		womanofcanaan2

		womanofcanaan3

		womanofcanaan4
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STORY 1/8/04


The Parable of the Sower and the Seed - Matthew 13


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Holy Spirit, help me to bring the children in my care to pray daily, “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant
heareth.”  Make me and the children aware of how important it is for us all to continuously use of Thy holy
Word.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
sower - planter
fowls - birds
scorched - burned
hundredfold - each seed produced a hundred seeds
waxed gross - grown hard
wicked one - Satan-also called the enemy
tares - weeds-unwanted plants


OUTER AIM
Show how the Savior uses a familiar scene from spring planting to reveal why His Word experiences
different growth patterns.


INNER AIM
Lead the children to pray that the Lord through His Word would make their hearts good ground for the
seed of His Word.


BACKGROUND 
Rupprecht Bible History References, Vol. 2, pp. 151 ff.
Draw on the children’s knowledge of gardening.  In Jesus’ day the farmer (sower) scattered the seed by
hand and it fell on many different kinds of soil-stony, shallow, deep, or on the path itself.  Jesus builds on
the known, the familiar to teach spiritual truths.  In this parable, He reveals to the disciples the difference
between themselves and the many others in Israel.


vs. 10-17  Why teach (explain) to the disciples and hide from the scribes and Pharisees?  Isaiah already
gave the answer.  The unbelievers have hardened their hearts against God’s Word, will not listen; so the
Lord turns away from them and hides knowledge from them.


vs. 19  by the wayside-seed never took root, for it fell on hardened soil.


vs. 20  stony ground-good beginnings, as the soil warmed quickly, but there was no depth.


vs. 22  thorns-external cares and trouble choked the tender plant.


vs. 24  good ground-not natural to sinful mankind; it is ground prepared and created by the Holy Spirit
through the Word itself; prepared and sustained by the Word until the time of harvest.
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STUDENT PRAYER      TLH #284 1 and 6
Father of Mercies, in Thy Word What endless glories shine;
Forever be Thy name adorned For these celestial lines.
Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, Be Thou forever near;
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word and view my Savior here. 


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.  Tell the story: 
Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to the scriptural account. 
When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to harmonize the accounts (including
extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where they can find the additional details in the
Bible.


Discuss the story:  While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students’ lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand it. 


APPLICATION
How dependent we humans are on the Word of God!  That fact should lead us again and again into that Word.
Our daily prayer should be, “Through Your Word, O Lord, create and maintain my faith so that I bring forth
fruit abundantly until the day of eternal harvest.”


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
I Sam. 3:9 - Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.


Middle
Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
I Sam. 3:9 - Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.
John 8:31-32 - If you abide in My Word, you are My disciples indeed.


Upper
Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.
I Sam. 3:9 - Speak, Lord; for Your servant hears.
John 8:31-32 - If you abide in My Word, you are My disciples indeed.
Psalm 119:105 - Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.


HYMN CHOICES
How Precious Is the Book Divine - TLH #285 vs. 1 and 6
God’s Word is our Great Heritage - TLH #283
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The Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Matthew 13:1-23







New Testament 2  Parable of Sower & Seed  - Level 1


The Story


Jesus wanted to tell the
people about different ways some
people lose their faith.  He wanted
people to be careful so that they
wouldn’t lose their faith too.  Jesus
knew that this was hard for them
to understand so he told them a
story or parable that would make
it easy for them to understand. 
The parable went like this:


One day there was a farmer
who went out and was planting
his field by throwing seeds on the
ground.  Some of the seeds that
he threw landed on the hard path
and birds came down and ate
those seeds.  


Some of the seeds landed on
ground with lots of rocks.  Those
seeds grew at first but because
there wasn’t much dirt they dried
up and died when the sun came
out.  


Some of the seeds landed in
thorns and when these plants
started to grow the thorns choked
them and they died.  


Some of the seeds landed on
good ground and when they


 grew they made many more
seeds.


Jesus’ disciples didn’t know
what Jesus meant when He told
the story so He told them its
meaning.  When somebody hears
the Word of God and doesn’t
understand it then the devil will
take them.  This is what Jesus
meant by the seeds that fell on
the road.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God but loses it again
when he has troubles or people
make fun of him for believing,
then this person is like the seeds
that fell in the rocky dirt.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God and believes it for a
while but then falls away because
they want to have things in the
world like money or to be famous,
this person is like the seeds that
were choked by the thorns.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God and believes it,
these people are like the seeds
that fell on good ground.


Jesus told a parable that describes the enemies working against the
Word of God.
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Activity One - Write in the missing letters of the places the seed fell. The correct letters
are in the box.


1. ____ath


2. ____ ocks


3. ____ ____orns


4. ____ood    ____ ____ound


Activity Two - Connect the dashed lines to see where we find God’s Word. Draw a
cross on the Bible also.


th
gr
r
p
g


Holy
Bible
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Jesus has taken away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


Passage
Romans 10:17 -  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Hymn - TLH #49 v. 1, 2


Almighty God, Thy Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.


Let not the foe of Christ and man
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
We ask You for a strong faith which grows in a heart filled with Your love


like the seed that fell on good ground. Thank You for sending Jesus to forgive
our sins and for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts through Your Word. Please
help us spread the Word of forgiveness to others. In Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Parable of Sower and Seed - Level 2      8/17/04


The Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Matthew 13:1-23
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The Story


Jesus was speaking to a large
group of people. He wanted to tell
them of different ways that some
people lose their faith.  Jesus knew
that this was hard for them to
understand, so He told them a story,
or parable, that would make it easy
for them to understand.  The parable
went like this:


One day there was a farmer
who went out and was planting his
field by throwing seeds on the
ground.  Some of the seeds that he
threw landed on the hard path and
birds came down and ate those
seeds.  


Some of the seeds landed on
ground with lots of rocks.  Those
seeds grew at first but because there
wasn’t much dirt they dried up and
died when the sun came out.  


Some of the seeds landed in
thorns and when these plants started
to grow the thorns choked them and
they died. 


Some of the seeds landed on
good ground and when they grew
they made many plants which then


 made more and more seeds.
Jesus disciples didn’t know


what Jesus meant when He told the
story, so He told them its meaning.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God and doesn’t
understand it, the devil will take
them to be his in unbelief.  This is
what Jesus meant by the seeds that
fell on the path.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God but loses it again when
he has troubles, or when people
make fun of him for believing, then
this person is like the seeds that fell in
the rocky dirt.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God and believes it for a
while but then falls away because
this person wants to have things in
the world like money, or this person
wants to be famous, he is like the
seeds that were choked by the
thorns.  


When somebody hears the
Word of God, understands and
believes it, these people are like the
seeds that fell on good ground.


Jesus told a parable that describes the enemies working against the
Word of God.
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Activity One - Match what happens to the seed sown in each place. Write the correct
letter next to the number.


1. _____ Path


2. _____ Rocky Soil


3. _____ Thorns


4. _____Good Ground


A. The seeds grow very well and
make many more seeds.


B. The seeds start to grow, are
choked and die.


C. The seeds are eaten by birds.


D. The seeds dry up from the sun.


Activity Two - Fill in the blanks of the meanings of the parable. Use the words in the
Word Box.


1. _____________________________ is the seed.


2. The birds eating the seed from the path is the ________________.


3. The seed on the rocky soil are like those who hear God’s Word until


____________________ come then lose their faith.


4. The seed in the thorns are like those who hear God’s Word until


____________ and being famous get in the way.


5. Good ground are those who ________________ the Word of God.


   Devil          money          God’s Word          believe          troubles
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Jesus has taken away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


Passages
Romans 10:17 -  So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.


Luke 11:28 - Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!


Hymn - TLH #49 v. 1, 2


Almighty God, Thy Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.


Let not the foe of Christ and man
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
We ask You for a strong faith which grows in a heart filled with Your love


like the seed that fell on good ground. Thank You for sending Jesus to forgive
our sins and for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts through Your Word. Please
help us spread the Word of forgiveness to others. In Jesus’ name we ask. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                                Parable of Sower & Seed - Level 3      8/17/04


The Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23


This stained glass window shows “The Sower and the Seed”.


Do you remember that parable?


Why would it be a good picture for display in a church?


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
We know that we are sinful people.  Help us to be good listeners


today when we read the story or parable You told about the sower and
the seed.  Please do not let anything distract us while we learn about
You.  Thank You for sending Your Son to earth so we can go to heaven. 
Amen.


The Story - Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23


On the same day Jesus went
out of the house and sat by the sea.
{2} And great multitudes were
gathered together to Him, so that He
got into a boat and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore. 


{3} Then He spoke many things
to them in parables, saying: "Behold,
a sower went out to sow. {4} "And as
he sowed, some seed fell by the
wayside; and the birds came and
devoured them. {5} "Some fell on
stony places, where they did not
have much earth; and they
immediately sprang up because
they had no depth of earth. 


{6} "But when the sun was up
they were scorched, and because


they had no root
they withered away. 


{7} "And some fell among
thorns, and the thorns sprang up and
choked them. 


{8} "But others fell on good
ground and yielded a crop: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
{9} "He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!"


(18)  "Therefore hear the
parable of the sower: {19} "When
anyone hears the word of the
kingdom, and does not understand
it, then the wicked one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his
heart. This is he who received seed
by the wayside. 
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{20} "But he who received the
seed on stony places, this is he who
hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; {21} "yet he has
no root in himself, but endures only
for a while. For when tribulation or
persecution arises because of the
word, immediately he stumbles. 


{22} "Now he who received
seed among the thorns is he who


 hears the word, and the cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and he becomes
unfruitful. 


{23} "But he who received seed
on the good ground is he who hears
the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and produces:
some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty."


What the Story Tells Us - Retell the story by drawing a picture to show each of the
types of ground and the plant life that lives there.


1. by the wayside 2. on the stony ground


3. among the thorns 4. on the good ground


Outer Aim - Jesus told a parable that describes the enemies working against
the Word of God.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Match the earthly pictures with the heavenly meaning of
this parable as explained by Jesus.


1. _____ The seed refers to ...


2. _____ The birds represent ...


3. _____ The seed at the wayside is ...


4. _____ The seed on the stony ground is ...


5. _____ The seed among the thorns is ...


6. _____ The seed on the good ground is ...


A. ... the one who receives the word but
faith is choked out by the world.


B. ... the ones who hear and understand
the word and bear fruit.


C. ... the wicked one.


D. ... the word of the kingdom of heaven.


E. ... the ones that hear and don’t
understand it.


F. ... the ones who first receive the word
with joy but when troubles arise they
immediately stumble.


Inner Aim - Jesus has taken away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


Passages - Look up these passages in the Bible, fill in the blanks and discuss the questions.


Romans 10:17  So then _________________ comes by _________________, and _________________


 by the ____________________   _______________   ___________________.


How do we receive faith according to this passage?


1 Samuel 3:9 ... 'Speak, ______________________ , for ___________________


______________________   _______________________.”


Who gives us our instructions for life according to this passage? 
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John 8:31-32  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you ______________ in My


_________________, you are My ________________________ indeed. {32} "And you shall 


________________the __________________, and the ___________________ shall 


make you ________________."


What command does God give us in this passage?


What will the “truth” which Jesus speaks of do for us?


Hymn - TLH #49


Almighty God, Thy Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.


Let not the foe of Christ and man
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.


Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.


Oft as the precious seed is sown,
Thy quickening grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving power may know.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
We ask You for a strong faith which grows in a heart filled with Your love. Thank You for


sending Jesus to forgive our sins and for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts through Your
Word. Please help us spread the Word of forgiveness and salvation to others. In Jesus’ name
we ask. Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament                            Parable of Sower & Seed - Level 4      9/23/02


The Parable of the Sower and the Seed
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23


This stained glass window shows “The Sower and the Seed”.


Do you remember that parable?


Why would it be a good picture for display in a church?


Prayer


Dear Lord, we know that we are sinful people.  Help us to be good
listeners today when we read the story or parable You told about the
sower and the seed.  Please do not let anything distract us while we learn
about You.  Thank You for sending Your Son to earth so we can go to
heaven.  Amen.


The Story - Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23


On the same day Jesus went
out of the house and sat by the sea.
{2} And great multitudes were
gathered together to Him, so that
He got into a boat and sat; and the
whole multitude stood on the shore. 


{3} Then He spoke many things
to them in parables, saying: "Behold,
a sower went out to sow. {4} "And as
he sowed, some seed fell by the
wayside; and the birds came and
devoured them. {5} "Some fell on
stony places, where they did not
have much earth; and they
immediately sprang up because
they had no depth of earth. 


{6} "But when the sun was up
they were scorched, and because


they had no root they withered
away. 


{7} "And some fell among
thorns, and the thorns sprang up
and choked them. 


{8} "But others fell on good
ground and yielded a crop: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
{9} "He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!"


(18)  "Therefore hear the
parable of the sower: {19} "When
anyone hears the word of the
kingdom, and does not understand
it, then the wicked one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his
heart. This is he who received seed
by the wayside. 
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{20} "But he who received the
seed on stony places, this is he who
hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; {21} "yet he has
no root in himself, but endures only
for a while. For when tribulation or
persecution arises because of the
word, immediately he stumbles. 


{22} "Now he who received
seed among the thorns is he who


 hears the word, and the cares of
this world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful. 


{23} "But he who received seed
on the good ground is he who hears
the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and produces:
some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty."


Outer Aim - Jesus told a parable that describes the enemies working against
the Word of God.


What the Story Tells Us - Review the lesson by answering these questions.


1.  What did Jesus do when the multitudes gathered around Him? 


2.  What is a parable? 


3. What parable did we study today?


4.  Where did the seeds fall?


a.  


b.   


c.  


d.  







New Testament 3  Parable of Sower & Seed  - Level 4


5. What is the meaning of this parable? 


a.  


b.  


c.   


d.  


6.  What is meant by Jesus’ words in verse 9? 


Inner Aim - Jesus has taken away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Look up the following Bible passages , fill in the blanks and
answer the questions about them.


Romans 10:17  So then _________________ comes by _________________, and _________________


 by the ____________________   _______________   ___________________.


How do we get faith according to this passage?


1 Samuel 3:9 ... 'Speak, ______________________ , for ___________________


______________________   _______________________.”


Who gives us our instructions for life according to this passage? 
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John 8:31-32  Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you _____________________


________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________


What command does God give us in this passage?


What will the “truth” which Jesus speaks of do for us?


Passages - Use the 3 passages above for study, discussion and memorization.


Hymn - TLH #49


Almighty God, Thy Word is cast
Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend
And righteous fruits abound.


Let not the foe of Christ and man
This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart
To bring forth fruits of love.


Let not the world’s deceitful cares
The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold
The fruits of peace and joy.


Oft as the precious seed is sown,
Thy quickening grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive
Its saving power may know.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
We ask You for a strong faith which grows in a heart filled with Your love. Thank You for


sending Jesus to forgive our sins and for sending the Holy Spirit into our hearts through Your
Word. Please help us spread the Word of forgiveness and salvation to others. In Jesus’ name
we ask. Amen.
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STORY 8/1/2003


Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man - Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, the world around us offers so many alternatives to You to deal with sin and 
sickness.  Help us to learn that God alone has the real solutions to these problems.  Help me to be Your
spokesman to tell my students to look to You alone for complete forgiveness of sins through 
Jesus' blood and righteousness.  Teach us to be persistent and not let obstacles keep us from bringing 
our needs to You for the best solution.  Trusting in Jesus, I pray, Amen.


VOCABULARY
His own city - Jesus used Capernaum as a base of operations at times.  He had not received a good 
welcome in His hometown of Nazareth.
Blaspheme - claiming to be God when not truly God, or misusing the name of God in a false or sinful 
way, insulting God.
Scribes -  originally  men who copied the Scriptures by hand.  But as their knowledge of the scriptures grew
from their work, they were considered authorities of it and were regarded as “professors of theology” are 
today.  They held high positions in the religious government of the Jews. (See Rupprecht pp.  47-48)
Paralytic (KJV) - a person who has no movement in some or all of the body.


OUTER AIM
Jesus heals a paralyzed man.


INNER AIM
Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 137-142)
There are many kinds of sicknesses today.   Some of these are very serious.  Everyone tries to find a 
cure for disease. The thing that is not understood is that sickness is a result of sin, of man’s rebellion 
against his Creator-God.  Because of this, it was necessary for Jesus to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah (Is. 53
and Matthew 8:17), “He took up our diseases and carried our illnesses.”  In this episode, Jesus made the
connection between sin and sickness and showed that He had power to heal both. 


Mark 2:1
< Jesus traveled throughout Galilee and in the regions on both sides of the Sea of Galilee. 
< According to Matthew 9:1, this event happened when Jesus returned to the west side of the Sea of


Galilee, after serving on the east side for a time.  
< News about Jesus’ location rapidly traveled about because at this time He was very popular with the


people. *Use map to find Sea of Galilee and Capernaum.
v. 2
< People quickly came to hear Jesus and be healed by Him.  
< This time the crowd was so thick that people were crowded outside the house to hear Him.  
< Jesus did not waste the opportunity to preach.
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v. 3
< The friends of a paralyzed man brought him to Jesus.
v. 4
< In testimony to their faith, these people did not let the crowd discourage them from their goal.  
< They went up outside stairs onto the flat roof.  Roofs were made either of branches and mud or else


clay tiles. (see Rupprecht  pp. 138-139)  
< So with some effort they were able to open up the roof above Jesus to lower the bed of the man down


to Jesus.  
< The bed was portable, perhaps a stretcher or cot-like bed.
v. 5
< Jesus, as both God and man, knows the thoughts and intents of the heart.  Jesus knew what was most


important to the sick man, but calling him "son," Jesus shows His love for the man, and indicates His
saving relationship with this man through the forgiveness of sins..  


< More than healing of any diseases or sickness, people need to have their sins forgiven.  Matthew 9:2
adds, ".. be of good cheer, .." for the forgiveness of sins brings peace and joy to replace sorrow over
sin.


(Many have had the misconception that a specific sickness is a direct cause of a particular sin.  Although some
sicknesses can be the consequences of sinful behavior, sickness is one of the results of all people being sinful. 
No matter how unusually good they and we are, we and they  will continue to suffer ailments until the end of this
sinful world.)


vs. 6-7
< On scribes, see vocabulary.  The scribes became jealous enemies of Jesus and audited His public


appearances in order to find fault with Him.  They thought within themselves that only God had the
authority to forgive sins but failed to believe that Jesus was God.  So they thought Jesus was
blaspheming by claiming to do something that only God had the power and authority to do.  


< Ironically, they became the ones blaspheming because they denied Jesus had the power of God.
v. 8
< Even before they had a chance to criticize Jesus, Jesus knew what was in their hearts and answered


their thoughts! 
<  In a demonstration that He was God, He asked them why they thought such things (and by implication,


why they didn't believe He was God).
v. 9
< Jesus' asked a reasonable question: which impossible thing is easier for a man to do?
< Directly forgiving sins and healing a paralyzed man with only a spoken word are things only God is able


to do. 
vs. 10-11
< To show them that He, as God, had the power of God to do what only God could, Jesus commanded


the paralyzed man to arise. 
v. 12
< And immediately, without a long recovery period or months in therapy, the man who had been


paralyzed got out of his bed, picked up his bed, and walked (maybe even ran) to his house.  Amazing! 
< That would be our reaction too if we had been there. 
< And the people glorified God, saying "We never saw anything like this."  Or as Matthew says, glorified


God for giving such power to mankind. Note that the people realized the supremely astounding truth
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that God had indeed given the authority to forgive sins to people (note: plural “men,”not just to a man,
Jesus of Nazareth. This is a prelude to the giving of the Keys – John 20.


<  This miracle highlighted for the scribes and the people that Jesus' power was God’s. 
< Yet not all would believe in Him even after this and other miracles.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord, Jesus, You show us through Your Word today Your great power over sin and sicknesses.  
When our sins trouble us, draw us in faith to You for the forgiveness that You alone can give so that 
we may find peace and joy through sins forgiven.  And when sickness comes upon us, give us a patient 
faith to continually come to You in faith.  And when we are healed may Your name be glorified before 
those who doubt You.  We pray, trusting in Your grace and mercy, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, harmonize the 
accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where they can find 
the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


APPLICATIONS
1. Jesus knows and is able to take care of our greatest ailment: sin.  He searches our hearts in order to


bring comfort to those who need assurance of sins forgiven and to instruct those who need to learn
more about Jesus.  The sicknesses and needs of the body are not as dangerous and permanent as our
spiritual condition.  So Jesus meets our spiritual needs first.


2. Jesus also is concerned about our physical needs.  The world and its storms are restrained by His
power so that they can do only what God allows.  Sometimes, as the disciples and the paralyzed man
discovered, God demonstrates His loving power so that people may end up glorifying Him.   Usually
God works in natural ways: adults work and earn money to buy us food, clothing and a home.  Doctors
are given skills and medicines to use to heal and repair us when we are sick or hurt.  God gives people
knowledge to predict storms and to protect themselves from them.  We can plant gardens and crops
where God grows food for us.  But because these support systems are imperfect we are made to
realize that He alone can help.  When we are in need, we should look to Jesus alone in confidence and
trust.  1 Peter 5:7 


3. Jesus proved He is true God by His power to forgive sins.  In John 20:23 Jesus gives His Church the
authority to forgive sins on His behalf.  Every Christian has the power given them by Jesus to announce
or withhold the forgiveness of sins.  We  can forgive the sins of the penitent sinner or the impenitent
sinner is stuck with his sins as long as he doesn’t repent.
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
1 Peter 5:7  - casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
1 John 1:7  - ..the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Middle any of the above and...


Matthew 11:28-29 -  "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 3:23-24 -  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,


HYMN CHOICES
"O Faithful God, Thanks be to Thee" (TLH #321 *can change tune*)
"When in the Hour of Utmost Need" (TLH #522)
"Alas, My God, My Sins are Great" (TLH #317 - 1, 4-6)
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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
Mark 2:1-12


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


One day, Jesus crossed the Sea of
Galilee and came to the city of Capernaum. 
There He preached to many people and told
them the way to salvation.  So many people
came to the house where He preached that
they filled it.


Four men came to the house carrying a
man who was so sick he could not walk.  They
knew Jesus could heal the sick man.  When
they came to the house and saw they could
not get inside the crowded room, they carried
the sick man to the top of the house.  There
they made an opening in the roof and let the
sick friend down right before Jesus.  


Jesus was happy to see the faith these
men had in Him.  He said to the sick man, “Son, 
your sins are forgiven you.”


Some enemies of Jesus were also in the
room.  They heard Jesus speak of forgiving sins. 
“Only God can forgive sins,” they said among
themselves.


Jesus knew what they were thinking.  To
show them His power as the Son of Man and
also as the Son of God, He said to the sick
man, “Arise, take up your bed and go to your
house.” Immediately, the sick man stood up,
picked up his bed and went home.  


The people who saw this were surprised. 
They praised God for the miracle performed by
Jesus.


Passage
The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us


from all sin. 1 John 1:7 


Hymn - TLH 653 v. 2, 4


Jesus, Savior, wash away 
All that has been wrong today;
Help me ev’ry day to be
Good and gentle, more like Thee.


Now my evening praise I give;
Thou didst die that I might live.
All my blessings come from Thee;
Oh, how good Thou art to me!


Prayer
Dear Jesus,  


Thank You for forgiving the sins of the
whole world.  Help me to be like the paralyzed
man and always trust in You. Amen.


Jesus took away the sins of the paralyzed man and also healed him.


Jesus has taken our sins away.
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Classroom Activity - Cut out the figure of the paralyzed man and place on a tissue.
Have the students take turns being the friends and Jesus.  Have the children act out the story
repeating the dialog below.


CHARACTERS FOR THE DRAMA


Four Friends (FF) if there are enough students
Jesus (J)
Jesus’ Enemies (E) if there are enough students
People Watching (P) if there are enough students
Paralyzed Man (M) if there are enough students - he has no words to say


FF: Let us take our friend to see Jesus. 
Jesus will tell us of salvation. 
He can heal our friend also.
We will carry him on his bed.


(Lift up the man on his bed and walk over to Jesus.)


FF: The house is full of people.
What will we do?
Let us take him up to the roof.
We will pull apart the roof and let him down in front of Jesus.


J: Son,  your sins are forgiven you.


E: Only God can forgive sins.


J: Arise, take up your bed and go to your house.


(M immediately, stands up, picks up his bed and walks home. FF will follow.)  


P: We are surprised!
We will praise God for this miracle performed by Jesus.
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Classroom Art
Activity - Cut out the
cross pieces and glue
them to the cross at the
right. Decorate as you
wish and make into a
card, door hanger  or
magnet. Help the
children read the words
of the cross.  


    


forgives


sins.
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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
Mark 2:1-12
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The Story 


One day, Jesus crossed the Sea
of Galilee and came to the city of
Capernaum.  There He preached to
many people and told them the way
to salvation.  So many people came
to the house where He preached
that they filled it.


Four men came to the house
carrying a man who was so sick he
could not walk.  They knew Jesus
could heal the sick man.  When they
came to the house and saw they
could not get inside the crowded
room, they carried the sick man to
the top of the house.  There they
made an opening in the roof and let
the sick friend down right before
Jesus.  


Jesus was happy to see the
faith these men had in Him.  He said


to the sick man, “Son,  your sins are
forgiven you.”


Some enemies of Jesus were
also in the room.  They heard Jesus
speak of forgiving sins.  “Only God
can forgive sins,” they said amongst
themselves.


Jesus knew what they were
thinking.  To show them His power as
the Son of Man and also as the Son
of God He said to the sick man,
“Arise, take up your bed and go to
your house.” Immediately, the sick
man stood up, picked up his bed
and went home.  


The people who saw this were
surprised.  They praised God for the
miracle performed by Jesus.


Activity One - Draw lines to match.


 make people well.
Jesus can


 forgive sins.


 — to pray to Jesus.
We should remember—


 — to thank Jesus.
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Activity Two - Cut out the cross
pieces at the bottom of the page
and glue them to the cross at the
right.


Passages


Casting all your care upon Him,
for He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7


The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.


1 John 1:7     


Prayer - Write the word sins in the box below. Use this prayer every day.


Dear Jesus,
Thank you, Jesus, for forgiving my    .  Amen.


_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  E _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


forgives sins.
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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
Mark 2:1-12
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The Story 


One day Jesus crossed the Sea
of Galilee and came to the city of
Capernaum.  Here He preached to
many people and told them the way
to salvation.  So many people came
to the house to hear Jesus that they
filled the house.  Four men came to
the house carrying a man who was
so sick he could not walk.  They knew
Jesus could heal the sick man.  


When they came to the house
and saw they could not get inside,
they carried the sick man to the top
of the house.  There they made an
opening in the roof and let the sick
friend down right before Jesus.  


Jesus was happy to see the
faith these men had in Him.  He said


 to the sick man, “Son, be of good
cheer, your sins are forgiven.


Some enemies of Jesus were
also in the room.  They heard Jesus
speak of forgiving sins.  “Only God
can forgive sins,” they said to
themselves.


Jesus knew what they were
thinking.  To show them the power of
the Son of Man, and also that He is
the Son of God,  He said to the sick
man, “Arise, take up your bed and
walk.” Immediately the sick man was
able to stand.  He picked up his bed
and went home.  


The people who saw this were
surprised.  They praised God for the
miracle performed by Jesus.


Jesus heals a paralyzed man.


Review - Circle the correct answer.


1. Jesus came to (Capernaum, Jerusalem) to preach God’s Word.


2. The room where Jesus preached was (full, empty).


3. (Two, four) men came to Jesus carrying a sick friend.


4. They knew Jesus had power to (help, hurt) the sick man.
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5. Jesus saw that His enemies had (hatred, faith) in their hearts.


6. Jesus (did forgive, did not forgive) the sins of the sick man.


7. Then Jesus made the sick man (well, sad).


8. The people (praised, surprised) God for healing the sick man.


Activity - Use the picture on page one to help with this activity.


1. Color the man who needed help.  


2. Tell what you do when you are sick or need help.


3. Color the person who helped the sick man.  


4. How does Jesus help you? 


5. Color the people who praised God.  


6. What do you do because Jesus helps and blesses you?


Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.
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Passages


Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
1 Peter 5:7


God tells us to take all our troubles to Him in prayer.  Why?


The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  
1 John 1:17      


How did Jesus wash away all sin?


Hymn - TLH 515 v. 4, 6


If worn with pain, disease, or grief
This feeble body be,
Grant patience, rest, and kind relief;
Dear Lord, remember me.


And when before Thy throne I stand
And lift my soul to Thee,
Then with the saints at Thy right hand,
dear Lord, remember me.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
We thank and praise You for making people well and taking care of us. 


You died on the cross to bring us forgiveness of sins.  Thank You for this blessing,
Jesus.  Amen.
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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
Mark 2:1-12


How does it feel when you are sick or have an
injury?


What are some things that make you feel
better?


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
Send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts so we


will gladly hear and study Your Word. Help us
today as we learn how Jesus, Your Son, has
power to forgive sins and help in all our needs.
We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The Story   - Mark 2:1-12


And again He entered
Capernaum after some days, and it
was heard that He was in the house. {2}
Immediately many gathered together,
so that there was no longer room to
receive them, not even near the door.
And He preached the word to them.


{3} Then they came to Him,
bringing a paralytic who was carried by
four men. {4} And when they could not
come near Him because of the crowd,
they uncovered the roof where He was.
So when they had broken through, they
let down the bed on which the
paralytic was lying. 


{5} When Jesus saw their faith, He
said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are


forgiven you." 
{6} And some of the scribes were


sitting there and reasoning in their
hearts, {7} "Why does this Man speak
blasphemies like this? Who can forgive
sins but God alone?" 


{8} But immediately, when Jesus
perceived in His spirit that they
reasoned thus within themselves, He
said to them, "Why do you reason
about these things in your hearts? {9}
"Which is easier, to say to the paralytic,
'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say,
'Arise, take up your bed and walk'? {10}
"But that you may know that the Son of
Man has power on earth to forgive
sins"; He said to the paralytic, {11} "I say
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to you, arise, take up your bed, and go
to your house." 


{12} Immediately he arose, took
up the bed, and went out in the


 presence of  them all, so that all were
amazed and glorified God, saying, "We
never saw anything like this!” 


Outer Aim -   Jesus heals a paralyzed man.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with words from Mark 2:1-12


1. Jesus entered the city of ________________________. 


2. Jesus ______________the Word to a large crowd of people.  


3. Four men carried a paralyzed man to Jesus to be ________________. 


4. When Jesus saw their ___________, He said to the paralyzed man, “Son


your sins are _____________________you.” 


5. The ____________thought Jesus was speaking blasphemies.


6. Jesus told them that the _________  _____  _________has power to forgive


sins. 


7. When Jesus healed the paralyzed man he was immediately able to


___________. 


8. The people were amazed and __________________God.
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What God Tells Us - Cross out the incorrect answers only. In some sentences, both
answers are correct.


1. Jesus knows that the most important thing is (to make our bodies well) (to
forgive our sins).


2. God heals us by using (doctors) (medicines).


3. God wants us to (bring our problems to Him) (only ask for help with major
problems).


4. Jesus proved He is true God by (His power to forgive sins) (His power to
make the paralyzed man well).


5. Read John 20:23 Every Christian (has) (does not have) the power to
announce or withhold the forgiveness of sins.


6. Read John 20:23 As a Christian we too can (forgive the sins of the penitent
sinner) (retain the sins of the impenitent).


Inner Aim - Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.


Passages - Read each passage.


1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon Him; for He cares for you.


1 John 1:7 The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you


 and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.”
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Hymn - TLH 515 v. 1, 2, 4, 6


O Thou from whom all goodness flows,
I lift my heart to Thee;
In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes,
Dear Lord, remember me.


When on my poor and burdened heart
My sins lie heavily,
Thy pardon speak, new peace impart;
Dear Lord, remember me.


If worn with pain, disease, or grief
This feeble body be,
Grant patience, rest, and kind relief;
Dear Lord, remember me.


And when before Thy throne I stand
And lift my soul to Thee,
Then with the saints at Thy right hand,
dear Lord, remember me.


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story and hymn to write a prayer you could use for yourself
or someone else who is sick.


Prayer


Dear Lord, Jesus, 
You show us through Your Word today Your great power over sin and


sicknesses.  When our sins trouble us, draw us in faith to You for the forgiveness
that You alone can give, so that we may find peace and joy through sins
forgiven.  When sickness comes upon us, give us a patient faith that continues
to seek Your strength and healing through prayer.  When we are healed, may
Your name be glorified before those who doubt You.  We pray, trusting in Your
grace and mercy, Amen.
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Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man
Mark 2:1-12


How does it feel to be sick?


What does your family do when you or a family
member is sick?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, send your Holy Spirit into our
hearts so we will gladly hear and study your Word. Help
us today as we learn how Jesus, Your Son, has power
to forgive sins and help in all our needs. We pray in
Jesus’ name.  Amen.


The Story  (Mark 2:1-12)


And again He entered Capernaum
after some days, and it  was heard that He
was in the house. {2} Immediately many
gathered together, so that there was no
longer room to receive them, not  even near
the door. And He preached the word to
them.


{3} Then they came to Him, bringing a
paralytic who was carried by four men. {4}
And when they could not  come near Him
because of the crowd, they uncovered the
roof where He was. So when they had
broken through, they let down the bed on
which the paralytic was lying. 


{5} When Jesus saw their faith, He said
to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven
you." 


{6} And some of the scribes were
sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, {7}
"Why does this Man speak blasphemies like
this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"


 
{8} But immediately, when Jesus


perceived in His spirit  that  they reasoned
thus within themselves, He said to them,
"Why do you reason about these things in
your hearts? {9} "Which is easier, to say to
the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or
to say, 'Arise, take up your bed and walk'?
{10} "But that  you may know that  the Son of
Man has power on earth to forgive sins"; He
said to the paralytic, {11} "I  say to you, arise,
take up your bed, and go to your house." 


{12} Immediately he arose, took up
the bed, and went out in the presence of
them all, so that  all were amazed and
glorified God, saying, "We never saw
anything like this!” (Teacher’s Note: Older
students could also read this story from
Matthew 9:1-8.)







Recalling Details


1. In what town did this story take place?  


2. How was the paralyzed man able to come to Jesus? 


3. Why did they have a problem getting into the room?


4. How did they get the paralyzed man into the room? 


5. What did Jesus tell the paralyzed man? 


6. Who thought Jesus was speaking blasphemies? 


7. Why did the scribes believe Jesus spoke blasphemies? 


8. How could Jesus know the thoughts of the scribes? 


9. What did Jesus say the Son of Man has power to do? 


10. How did the paralyzed man show he was made well?


11. What did the people do after seeing this miracle? 


What the Story Tells Us    -  Jesus heals a paralyzed man.


Discussion Questions


1. Why did the four men bring the paralyzed man to Jesus?


2. Why did Jesus say, “Son, your sins are forgiven you,” before He made him well?


3. How did Jesus have power to forgive sins?


4. What does He mean when He says, “The Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins?”


5. Read Matthew 9:2.  Why did Jesus say, “Son, be of good cheer,” as He granted the
paralyzed man forgiveness of sins? 


6. What do we learn from Mark 2:12? 
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7. Read Matthew 9:8 and John 20:23.  What is the power God has given to men? 


8. Read 1 Peter 5:7.  What does the Lord want us to do? 


What God Tells Us
Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to you.


1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care upon Him; for He cares for you.


1 John 1:7 the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.


Matthew 11:28-29 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give your
rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and


you will find rest for your souls.”


Romans 3:23-24 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by
His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.


Hymn
Look at the Lutheran Hymnal 522 and match the verses to the verses in Mark 2:1-12.


Prayer


Dear Lord, Jesus, You show us through Your Word today Your great power
over sin and sicknesses.  When our sins trouble us, draw us in faith to You for
the forgiveness that You alone can give so that we may find peace and
joy through sins forgiven.  When sickness comes upon us, give us a patient
faith that continues to seek your strength and healing through prayer. 
When we are healed, may Your name be glorified before those who doubt
You.  We pray, trusting in Your grace and mercy, Amen.
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STORY 1/8/04


The Young Man of Nain - Luke 7:11-17


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Jesus, I know that You have been given all power over things in heaven and on earth. I also remember
how You instructed your disciples to feed Your lambs. Please grant me Your Spirit to rightly show the pupils
entrusted into my care that You indeed have power over all things. Sins and short-comings and even the
grave no longer hold any terrors for many of us because of Your gracious redemptive work. May I never
forget to offer thanks. In Your saving name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
bier\coffin - not a closed box, such as we have today, but rather an open platform. The body was usually
covered with a black shroud, or cloth.


OUTER AIM
Jesus raises the young man of Nain from the dead.


INNER AIM
Jesus’s Word of Life has the power over death.


BACKGROUND
The raising from the dead of the young man at Nain is one of three such resurrection miracles of Jesus
recorded in the Gospels. Luke is the only Evangelist to record this miracle. Matthew and Mark write of the
raising of Jairus’s daughter, and John tells the account of Jesus’s raising of Lazarus. Each of these
resurrection miracles of Jesus is in some ways similar to those performed by Old Testament prophets, but
differ in one important way. Old Testament prophets carried out their work in the Lord’s name and by His
power, often exerting themselves while being used as God’s instruments. Jesus’s miracles occur immediately
through the Almighty power of His Word. They demonstrate His power over death. A natural focal point of
this Bible story is therefore the power of Jesus’s Word.
Below are notes on each verse of the account:
V.11
< “The day after” refers to the short time following Jesus’s healing of the centurion’s servant recorded


earlier in the chapter 7.
< Jesus was quite popular at this time in His ministry and was attracting large crowds wherever He


went.
< The village of Nain is in southern Galilee, 5 miles southwest of Nazareth, 25 miles southwest of


Capernaum.
< This town of Nain is not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture.
< Nain was built on the slope of a hill and most likely had only one gate.
V.12
< Cities in those days had gates for protection, to control what came in and what went out of a town.
< As Jesus entered the city with His large following of life, He met a large funeral procession of death.
< A dead man was being carried out of the city to be buried was the Jewish custom (to have a tomb


inside the city was a defilement).
< Sepulcher graves hewn into the hillside have been found to the southeast of Nain.
< The fact that he was the only son of a widow makes the mourning all the more poignant.
< The Greek word used seems to suggest that this was not just the widow’s only son, but her only
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child as well.
v.13
< Jesus felt “compassion” (pity, sympathy) for this widow and mother, thus showing His human nature.
< His instruction to her, “Do not weep,”would indicate that she was visible crying over the loss of her child.
< We may often speak those words, “Don’t cry,” but Jesus spoke them as a remedy to remove the reason for her


sorrow.
< Luke refers to Jesus as “Lord,”one who has the authority to forgive sins and has the power over death itself.
V.14
< Jesus’s words, “Young man, I say to you, ‘Arise,’” indicate the age of the man as relatively young, perhaps


only a teenager; someone you wouldn’t expect to die.
< The Jews did not use closed coffins; the coffin was probably an open box, or perhaps something similar to a


stretcher.
< This resurrection is similar to an Old Testament account of Elijah’s raising a young man from the dead (I Kings


17:17-24).
V.15
< The “dead”man immediately began to do things only the living can do, sitting and speaking.
< Jesus gave the young man back to his mother out of love and concern for her.  (Elijah in a similar manner


presented the raised boy to his mother in the I Kings account.)
V.16
< The crowd was awestruck and praised God for such a miracle, but failed to see Jesus as the Messiah, thinking


Him rather to be a great prophet, like those of the old Testament.
< He was perhaps called a “great”prophet by the people because He performed the miracle with words only.
V.17
< Word of this miracle spread quickly throughout the area, causing an even greater following for Jesus.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, we thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to suffer and die for our sins.
We know that You have given Jesus all power in heaven and on earth. Help us to remember that Jesus is able to keep
all harm and danger away from us. Give us trusting hearts that cling to Jesus’s promise to be with us always, especially
in the hour of our death, after which we will wake to be with You forever. In Jesus’s name. Amen.


PRESENTATION
The story should be told in the words of the teacher using appropriate background information from the Background
section. The Middle and Upper Levels could read the story from the student folder.


Activity One - Draw a face that shows how the people in the story felt.
How do you think the mother felt about her son’s death? (Sad)
How do you think the mother felt when Jesus made him alive? (Happy)
How did the crowd of people feel when Jesus made the young man alive? (Surprised)


APPLICATIONS
1. Funerals are a necessary part of our lives in this sinful world. We do not attend funerals to honor the dead, nor


just to remember the one who’s died. We attend to show our support for the living relatives. We sympathize
with each other and know we will miss the individual that has died - but we do not despair. For that loved one
is now with the Lord and on the last day Jesus will restore him with all believers.
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2. Emphasize how this young man was probably about their age. He died. We often think as young people that we
will live forever, and may even take foolish risks with our lives. Young people do die, however. Are we ready
to die? Live each day keeping in mind that it could be your last day. Confess your sins and be comforted by the
forgiveness Christ daily provides through His Word.


3. It is important for us to remember the Lord’s compassion. Jesus not only “feels sorry” for us, but He truly
knows and understands our sorrows and troubles and wants to help us with them. “Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28) The Lord Jesus is truly the only One who
can take away our greatest problem, sin. It was through His sacrifice on the cross that Jesus defeated Satan,
paid for our sins, and conquered death itself. Even when we must pass through the valley of the shadow of
death we know Jesus will be there to guide us to His heavenly pastures.


4. Emphasize the power of Jesus’s Word. It is the Word that brought us to faith in Baptism. We were raised from
spiritual deadness by the life-giving Word - an even greater miracle than that which took place at Nain. It is the
Word that forgives our sins in the Lord’s Supper. It is the Word that keeps this world under God’s protective
care. It will be Jesus’s word that will bring all things to an end. It is His word which will call us out of our graves
unto life eternal. The Word overcomes Satan, condemns sin, cuts to the heart causing Godly sorrow and
repentance. The Word helps us overcome temptations and sinful thoughts and desires (Matt.4). It is the Word
which give us wisdom, strength, and guidance in this dark world (PS. 119:105).


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work* or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. John 11:26
Because I live, you will live also. John 14:19*
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me. Ps. 23:4*


Middle any of the above and...
All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Matt. 28:18*
The Lord is near to all who call upon Him to all who call upon Him in truth. Ps. 145:18
I kill and I make alive. Deut. 32:39


Upper any of the above and...
O Death, where is your sting? O hades, where is your victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. I Cor. 15:55-56
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, not things present nor things to
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom. 8:38-39
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and
believes in Me shall never die. John 11:25-26*


HYMN CHOICES
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (TLH #193:1,4-6)
“Lord, It Belongs Not to My Care” (TLH #527:1-3,5)
“Who Knows When Death May Overtake Me” (TLH #598:1,6,8,9)
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The Young Man of Nain
Luke 7:11-17


(Draw a cross.)


(Color each letter a different color.)


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


After Jesus started preaching, many
people started to follow Him. Some of them
wanted to see Him do miracles. He had just
healed the servant of a Roman soldier. Today
we will hear that Jesus did an even more
amazing miracle.


One day, Jesus was walking with a big
crowd of people. They came to a city called
Nain. Walking out of the city was a group of
people. Many of the people were crying
because a young man had died. His mother
had no one else left in her family so she
would now be alone. Many people were
sad. The mother was crying. 


When Jesus saw the people carrying
the young man to bury him, He felt sorry for
the mother. Jesus told the people to stop.
Then He talked to the dead man. He said,
“Young man I say to you, arise.” The man
who was dead, got up! Jesus took the young
man and led him over to his mother. 


The people that saw Jesus do this,
were very surprised. They thought that Jesus
was a great prophet because He could do
great things. Not all of them knew that Jesus
was God’s Son.


Jesus is the Savior of the world and He
is more powerful than even death!


Jesus has power over death.


Jesus will use His power over
death when He comes at


Judgment Day.


Passage
Jesus said, “Because I live, you will live also.”
John 14:19


Hymn - TLH 200 v. 1 


I know that my Redeemer lives;
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living Head.


Prayer - Color each letter in Jesus’ name
a different color.  Use this sentence  as a
closing prayer for the lesson.


Thank you,


for dying on the            Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Draw a face that shows how the people in the story felt.


How do you think the mother felt about her son’s death?


How do you think the mother felt 
when Jesus made him alive?


How did the crowd of people feel when Jesus made the young man
alive?


Classroom Art Activity - Trace or print the child’s hand in the
circle to represent Jesus’ hand. Put a dab of red paint in the center to
show the nail prints. Glue on a paper plate and decorate the plate with
markers, crayons, ribbon, etc.
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The Young Man of Nain
Luke 7:11-17
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The Story


After Jesus started
preaching, many people
started to follow Him. Some of
them wanted to see Him do
miracles. He had just healed the
servant of a Roman soldier.
Today we will hear that Jesus
did an even more amazing
miracle.


One day, Jesus was
walking with a big crowd of
people. They came to a city
called Nain. Walking out of the
city was a group of people.
Many of the people were
crying because a young man
had died. His mother had no
one else left in her family so she
would now be alone. Many
people were sad. The mother
was crying. 


When Jesus saw the
people carrying the young man
to bury him, He felt sorry for the
mother. Jesus told the people
to stop. Then He talked to the
dead man. He said, “Young
man I say to you, arise.” The
man who was dead, got up!
Jesus took the young man and
led him over to his mother. 


The people that saw Jesus
do this, were very surprised.
They thought that Jesus was a
great prophet because He
could do great things. Not all of
them knew that Jesus was
God’s Son.


Jesus is the Savior of the
world and He is more powerful
than even death!


Activity One - Draw a face that shows how the people in the story felt.


How do you think the mother felt about her son’s death?


How do you think the mother felt 
when Jesus made him alive?


How did the crowd of people feel when Jesus made the
young man alive?
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(Draw a cross.)


_ ‚ (


you will   ‚ “Because I live, _live also.”  (


(Color each letter a different color.)


Activity Two - Cut out the words at the bottom of the page and glue the pieces
to the memory passage below.  Learn the passage and reference.


Jesus said, 


John 14:19


Prayer - Color each letter in Jesus’ name a different color.  Use this sentence  as a
closing prayer for the lesson.


Thank you, , for dying on the   


                   Amen.
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The Young Man of Nain
Luke 7:11-17
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The Story


After Jesus started preaching,
many people started to follow
Him. Some of them wanted to see
Him do miracles. He had just
healed the servant of a Roman
soldier. Today we will hear that
Jesus did an even more amazing
miracle.


One day Jesus was walking
with a big crowd of people. They
came to a city called Nain.
Walking out of the city was a
group of people. Many of the
people were crying because
someone had died. A young man
had died. His mother had no one
else left in her family so she would
be alone. Many people were sad.
The mother was crying.


When Jesus saw the people
carrying the young man to bury
him, He felt sorry for the mother.
Jesus told the people to stop. Then
He talked to the dead man. He
said, “Young man I say to you,
arise.” The man who was dead,
got up. Jesus took the young man
and led him over to his mother. 


The people who saw Jesus
do this, were very surprised. They
thought that Jesus was a great
prophet because He could do
great things. They didn’t all know
that Jesus was God’s Son. He is
the Savior of the world and He is
more powerful than even death.


Jesus raises the young man of Nain from the dead.


Review - Use the picture on page one to help with the review.


1. Color the building and the ground on the bottom. 


2. These things were in which town?


3. Color the person who was sad. 


4. Why was she sad?


5. Color the person who died but was raised from the dead? 
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WORD
JESUS
SAD


ARISE
NAIN
CRY


DEAD


6. Did the young man do anything to raise himself?


7. Color the person who can make dead people become alive again. 


8. What is His name? How did He raise the young man?


9. Color the rest of the people in the story. 


10. What did they think about Jesus after He raised the young man from the dead?


11. Which person in this story is the most powerful? 


12. Why do you think so?


Puzzle - Find the words in the word search puzzle.


God knows all of our troubles and promises to help us through all of
them, even death.


J
E
N
A
I
N
B


E
W
Q
D
G
H
L


S
A
D
I


W
S
T


U
R
E
O
O
I


C


S
E
A
P
R
E
R


Y
S
D
Z
D
R
Y


R
T
N
D
G
S
V


A
R
I
S
E
X
W







4New Testament                                                                                   Young Man of Nain  - Level 2


Passages


Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. Psalm 23:4


God says that even if we are close to dying, we don’t have to be afraid. Why not?


Because I live, you will live also.  John 14:19
Jesus raised the young man of Nain. Jesus later raised himself from the dead. When
will Jesus raise us from the dead?


Whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. John 11:26
What does God mean when He tells us that we shall “never die?”


Hymn - TLH 193 v. 1, 4, 5


“Christ the Lord is ris’n today,”
Sons of men and angels say.
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, ye heav’ns, and, earth, reply.


Lives again our glorious King;
Where, O Death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save;
Where thy victory, O Grave?


Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus, 
You made the sad woman happy. You raised her son from the dead. We


know that You will take care of us our whole life. If we do die, You will take us to
heaven to live with You forever. Thank You so much, Jesus.  Amen
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The Young Man of Nain
Luke 7:11-17


When might a person receive a basket of flowers like
this?


Why do people send flowers to others?


How do flowers make you feel?


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, 


We thank You for sending Your son, Jesus Christ,
into the world to suffer and die for our sins. We know that
You have given Jesus all power in heaven and on earth. Help us to remember
that Jesus is able to keep all harm and danger away from us. Give us trusting
hearts that cling to Jesus’ promise to be with us always, especially in the hour of
our death, after which we will wake to be with You forever. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.


The Young Man of Nain - Luke 7:11-17


Now it happened, the day
after, that He went into a city called
Nain; and many of His disciples went
with Him, and a large crowd. (12)
And when He came near the gate
of the city, behold, a dead man was
being carried out, the only son of his
mother; and she was a widow. And
a large crowd from the city was with
her. 


(13) When the Lord saw her, He
had compassion on her and said to
her, “Do not weep.” (14) Then He
came and touched the open coffin,


and those who carried him stood still.
And He said, “Young man, I say to
you, arise.” (15) So he who was dead
sat up and began to speak. And He
presented him to his mother. 


(16) Then fear came upon all,
and they glorified God, saying, “A
great prophet has risen up among
us”; and, “God has visited His
people.” 


(17) And this report about Him
went throughout all Judea and all
the surrounding region.
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What the Story Tells Us - Put the correct answer from the story into the blank.


1. Jesus went into a city called ___________________.


2. At the gate he met a ______________ whose only son had died.


3. When the Lord saw her, He had ____________ on her.


4. Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, ____________.”


5. He who was dead _________________ up and began to _____________.


6. Then the people ________________ God.


7. A great ______________ has risen up among us!


Outer Aim
Jesus raises the young man of Nain from the dead.


What God Tells Us - Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse. Change the false statements to
make them true.


___ 1. We go to funerals to show support to the living family members.


___ 2. Christians should never feel sad when a relative dies.


___ 3. God’s Word can be used to comfort someone who has had a friend or


family member die.


___ 4. Jesus has promised to hear us whenever we ask for His help.


___ 5. We can be sure that we will be with Jesus when we die.


___ 6. Since Jesus is God, He can’t understand our problems and troubles.


___ 7. When we are sick we ask Jesus to make us better, if it is His will.
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Passages


O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? The sting of death
is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the


victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57


And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things


have passed away. Revelation 21:4


And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear
Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Matthew 10:28


Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall


never die. Do you believe this?” John 11:25-26


Inner Aim
God knows all of our troubles and promises to help us through all of
them, even death.


Hymn - TLH 193 1,4,5


“Christ the Lord is ris’n today,”
Sons of men and angels say.
Raise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, ye heav’ns, and, earth, reply.


Lives again our glorious King;
Where, O Death, is now thy sting?
Once He died our souls to save;
Where thy victory, O Grave?


Soar we now where Christ has led,
Following our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.


Which stanzas of Hymn 193 do you think would be good to use to comfort a family that has
experienced the death of a family member or close friend? Explain why you chose those
stanzas.
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Your Turn  - Use ideas from the story, the passages, and the hymn you read today to
complete the following activities.


A Christian relative of your good friend has died. What words of comfort could
you give to your friend?


You or a family member is very ill. Write a prayer asking the Lord for help.


Prayer


Lord, I feel great comfort when I remember that You are in
control and will take care of my family and me. Help me to
remember Your promise to care for me even in the time of
death. In Your name we pray. Amen.
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The Young Man of Nain
Luke 7:11-17


What could have made this woman so upset?


What sometimes makes you upset?


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, grant us Your Holy Spirit as we
gather together to study Your Word.  Lead us to a
true appreciation of the life we have been given
through Your Word.  As we study today’s lesson, show
us the power You have over death. In Jesus, Your
Son’s name, we pray. Amen


The Young Man of Nain - Luke 7:11-17


Now it happened, the day after,
that He went into a city called Nain; and
many of His disciples went with Him, and a
large crowd. (12) And when He came near
the gate of the city, behold, a dead man
was being carried out, the only son of his
mother; and she was a widow. And a large
crowd from the city was with her. 


(13) When the Lord saw her, He had
compassion on her and said to her, “Do not
weep.” (14) Then He came and touched
the open coffin, and those who carried him
stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say
to you, arise.” (15) So he who was dead sat
up and began to speak. And He
presented him to his mother. 


(16) Then fear came upon all, and


they glorified God, saying, “A great
prophet has risen up among us”; and,
“God has visited His people.” 


(17) And this report about Him went
throughout all Judea and all the
surrounding region.


Notes:
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Recalling Details


1. In what town did this story take place?


2. Who was with Jesus?


3. Why was there such a large crowd?


4. Whom did Jesus meet at the edge of town?


5. Why were they sad?


6. How did Jesus feel toward the mother? Why?


7. What did Jesus tell her?


8. What did Jesus do after talking to the woman?


9. How did Jesus raise the man from the dead?


10. How do we know the man was truly made alive?


11. How did the people react to the miracle?


12. Whom did they think Jesus was?


Outer Aim
Jesus raises the young man of Nain from the dead.


Discussion Questions


1. Why did Jesus choose to raise this man, at this city, at this time?


2. Why were the people mourning the death of this young man?


3. What should our view of death be as Christians?


4. In what ways can our funeral services reflect our view of death?


5. Why could the crowd not see Jesus as the Messiah even after such an


impressive miracle?


6. Compare this account to I Kings 17:17-24. How is this resurrection different


from the account in Luke?


7. At what other times did Jesus’ Word accomplish miracles?
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Inner Aim
Jesus’ Word of life has the power over even death.


Passages - Read each passage and tell how it applies to the story.


(1 Corinthians 15:55-57)  O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory? {56} The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. {57} But


thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.


(Revelation 21:4)  And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for


the former things have passed away.


(Matthew 10:28)  And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.


(John 11:25-26)  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. {26} And whoever lives and


believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”


Hymn
Look at Hymn 193:1,4-6 and tell how these verses apply to our story today.


Prayer
Write a short prayer that fits our story today. Include the ideas of both the Outer Aim and
the Inner Aim. 





		nainnotes

		NainP

		nain1

		nain2

		nain3

		nain4






G
od


’s
 H


an
d 


in
 O


ur
 L


iv
es


Te
ac


he
r’


s 
N


ot
es


N
T


 
Je


su
s 


H
ea


ls
 th


e 
M


an
 a


t B
et


he
sd


a
STORY
Jesus Heals the Man at Bethesda - John 5:1-47


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, give me faith to believe that Jesus is able to heal my diseases because He is the Son of
God and my Savior.  Also give me the faith to accept those infirmities which reveal Your strength in my life. 
May the Holy Spirit, working through me, make Jesus real to these children.  Bless my preparation in Your
Word and my presentation of that Word. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Sabbath Day - the 7th day (Saturday) on which Old Testament Israel was to do no work


infirmities - weaknesses, often used in connection with physical diseases


Scriptures - God’s written Word


OUTER AIM
Jesus Heals the Man and Reveals Himself as the Son of God


INNER AIM
Jesus Heals Me and Reveals Himself to Me Through the Holy Scriptures


BACKGROUND 
John emphasizes the fact that Jesus revealed Himself as the Messiah and the Son of God.  He takes us from
Galilee back to Jerusalem.  Here Jesus set forth His claim to the Jewish leaders that He was the promised
Messiah through His miraculous healing of the man who had not walked for the past thirty-eight years.  


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, You are able to help us when no one else can.  You have revealed Yourself as Lord over
sickness and disease.  According to your will, help us when we are sick.  You have revealed Yourself
through the Bible.  Help us learn more about You as we search the Scriptures for there we will find You. 
Amen.


PRESENTATION
Jesus found Himself at Bethesda. Here was a pool enclosed by five porches near the sheep market and
close to the “Sheep Gate.”  The pool was for healing.  An angel moved the waters and the first person to
enter the pool at that time would be healed.  (Note that verse 4 in the King James is not in all the 
manuscripts.)  Here Jesus found people in great need, i.e. the blind, the lame, the paralyzed.


Our attention is drawn to a man who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.  He had no friend to help
him get into the waters, and yet he hoped for a cure.  Jesus turned the man’s attention away from the pool
and centered it upon Himself (vs.7).  Jesus cured the man, and he walked.


This healing took place on the Sabbath Day, the day of rest.  It was not a violation of the Sabbath rest but a
bringing of rest to this poor man.  The Jews became angry at him because he was carrying his rolled-up mat
on the Sabbath Day.  This was to them a violation of the letter of the Sabbath law.  
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At this time, the man had no idea WHO had healed him.  Jesus who had given him physical healing also gave
him spiritual and inward healing.  Jesus reminded him of a worse punishment than his physical sickness, i.e.
eternal condemnation.


Jesus revealed Himself to the Jewish leaders as the Messiah and the Son of God (vs. 18).  Their opposition to
Jesus continued to grow as He revealed Himself to them as their Savior, the Son of God who alone gives life.  


Note how Jesus tied Himself to the Old Testament scriptures.  (vs. 36ff).  If they would believe the Scriptures,
they would believe in Jesus.   However, the religious leaders believed neither Jesus nor the Scriptures.


APPLICATION
Jesus healed this man by His divine power.  Disease is a result of sin.  Even those people Jesus healed
eventually died.  The final healing from disease will not take place until we are with Jesus in heaven.


Jesus heals us.  However, He does not heal all diseases nor does He always do so with a miracle.  Even
sickness has a purpose in strengthening our faith and bringing us closer to Jesus.


The religious leaders rejected Jesus and even wanted to kill Him, not only because He healed on the Sabbath
Day, but because He claimed to be the Son of God (John 5:18).  People today also react strongly to Jesus’
claim to be the Son of God.


Jesus is revealed in the Scriptures.  The Old Testament testifies concerning Him.  Jesus encourages us to search
the Scriptures.  We are not to casually read the Bible just on Sundays.  We are to dig into the Bible daily and
mine its depths.  If you do not find Jesus in the Bible, you have missed the main message of the Scriptures.  If
someone does not believe the words of God in the Bible, he or she will not believe Jesus.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


John 5:39 - "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which
testify of Me.


2 Tim 3:15-16 - “And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”


HYMN CHOICES
God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage - TLH #283
We Have a Sure Prophetic Word - TLH #290
What a Friend We Have in Jesus - TLH #457
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Pool of Bethesda
John 5
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The Story


There was a feast of the Jews and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem for it.


In Jerusalem, there was a pool called
Bethesda, which means House of Mercy. It
had five porches around it.  In these
porches lay many sick people. They were
blind, lame, paralyzed or very sick. These
people came to Bethesda because, at a
certain time, an angel went down into the
pool and stirred up the water. Whoever
first stepped into the water after the angel
stirred it, was cured of their illness.


One of the sick people at the pool
was a man who had been sick for 38 years.
When Jesus saw him lying there Jesus knew
that the man had been sick a long time. 


Jesus said to the man, "Do you want
to be made well?" 


The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I
have no one to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up. While I am trying to
get there, another steps down ahead of
me." 


Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your
bed and walk." 


Immediately, the man was made
well, took up his bed, and walked! That
day was the Sabbath. 


Some of the Jews said to the man
who was cured, "It is the Sabbath. It is
against the law for you to carry your bed." 


The man answered them, "He who
made me well said to me, 'Take up your
bed and walk.'"


Then the Jews asked him, "Who is the
Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed
and walk'?" 


But the man did not know who had


healed him.
Afterward, Jesus found the man in


the temple and said to him, "See, you have
been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come upon you."


The man departed and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had made him
well.


The Jews were angry with Jesus and
accused Him of breaking the Sabbath law
and of calling God His Father. The Jews
wanted to kill Jesus.


Jesus answered them and said, “He
who does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father who sent Him.”


Jesus also told them that whoever
hears God’s Word and believes, receives
everlasting life. He told them He was doing
His Father’s will. Jesus knew that these
Jews did not believe anything he said. He
was sad because, even though they had
the things Moses had written, they didn’t
believe Moses’ words nor the word of the
Son of God.


Jesus took away the man’s sickness
and revealed Himself as the Son of


God.


Jesus takes away my sins and
reveals Himself through the Holy


Scriptures.
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Activity One - Review the lesson by discussing the following questions. The answers are
in italics below.


1. What was wrong with the man at the pool of Bethesda?


2. Why is there sickness in the world?


3. Who healed the man?


4. Why did the enemies want to kill Jesus?


5. Where do we find out that Jesus is the Son of God?


Answers:
1. He was sick.


2. There is sickness because of sin.
3. Jesus healed the man


4. The enemies wanted to kill Jesus because He healed on the Sabbath and He called Himself the Son of God.
5. We find out about Jesus in God’s Word, the Bible.


Activity Two - Trace each child’s path to find out where they hear about Jesus.
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Passage


 John 5:39 -  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal
life; and these are they which testify of Me. 


Hymn - TLH #290 v. 1 


We have a sure prophetic Word
By inspiration of the Lord; 
And tho’ assailed on ev’ry hand,
Jehovah’s Word shall ever stand.


Prayer


Dear Son of God,
You have saved us from our terrible sickness of sin. Please help us to


study the Scriptures and be strengthened in the knowledge of Your work of
salvation. Lead us to praise You in thanksgiving, now and in eternity.  In Your
Name. Amen.
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Jesus Heals the Man at Bethesda
John 5
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The Story


There was a feast of the Jews, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.


In Jerusalem there was a pool called
Bethesda. It had five porches around it.  In
these lay a great multitude of sick people,
blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the
moving of the water. For an angel went
down at a certain time into the pool and
stirred up the water. Then whoever
stepped in first, after the stirring of the
water, was made well of whatever disease
he had. 


Now a certain man was there who
had a sickness for thirty-eight years. When
Jesus saw him lying there Jesus knew that
the man had been sick a long time. 


He said to him, "Do you want to be
made well?" 


The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I
have no man to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up.  While I am
coming, another steps down before me." 


Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your
bed and walk." 


Immediately the man was made
well, took up his bed, and walked. That
day was the Sabbath. 


Some of the Jews said to him who
was cured, "It is the Sabbath. It is against
the law for you to carry your bed." 


He answered them, "He who made
me well said to me, 'Take up your bed and
walk.'"


Then they asked him, "Who is the
Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed
and walk'?" 


But the man did not know who had
healed him.


Afterward Jesus found the man in
the temple, and said to him, "See, you
have been made well. Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come upon you."


The man departed and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had made him
well.


The Jews were angry with Jesus and
accused Him of breaking the Sabbath law
and calling God His Father. They wanted to
kill Jesus.


Jesus answered the Jews and said,
“He who does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father who sent Him.”


Jesus also told them that whoever
hears God’s Word and believes will receive
everlasting life. Jesus told the Jews He was
doing His Father’s will. He knew that these
Jews did not believe any of this and
though they had the writings of Moses,
they would not believe Moses’ words or
Jesus’ words.


Jesus took away the man’s sickness
and revealed Himself as the Son of


God.


Jesus takes away my sins and
reveals Himself through the Holy


Scriptures.
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Activity One - Review the lesson by matching the questions with the answers.


1. _____ What was wrong with the
man at the pool of Bethesda?


2. _____ Why is there sickness?


3. _____ Who healed the man?


4. _____ Why did the enemies want to
kill Jesus?


5. _____ Where do we find out that
Jesus is the Son of God?


A. The enemies wanted to kill Jesus
because he healed on the
Sabbath and He called Himself the
Son of God. 


B. We find about Jesus in God’s Word,
the Bible. 


C. Jesus healed the man


D. He was sick.


E. There is sickness because of sin.


Activity Two - Trace each child’s path to find out where they hear about Jesus.
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Passages


 John 5:39 -  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and
these are they which testify of Me. 


2 Timothy 3:15-16 - And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,


for correction, for instruction in righteousness,


Hymn - TLH #290 v. 1, 4 


We have a sure prophetic Word
By inspiration of the Lord; 
And tho’ assailed on ev’ry hand,
Jehovah’s Word shall ever stand.


Abiding, steadfast, firm, and sure
The teachings of the Word endure.
Blest he who trusts this steadfast Word;
His anchor holds in Christ, the Lord.


Prayer


Dear Son of God,
You have saved us from our terrible sickness of sin. Please help us to study


the Scriptures and be strengthened in the knowledge of Your work of salvation.
Lead us to praise You in thanksgiving, now and in eternity.  In Your Name.
Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Man at Pool of Bethesda - Level 3              7/17/03


Jesus Heals the Man at Bethesda
John 5


What is Jesus doing in this picture?
Why do you think that He is doing this?


Prayer


Dear Jesus, You are able to help us when no one 
else can.  You have revealed Yourself as Lord 
over sickness and disease.  According to Your 
will, help us when we are sick.  You have 
revealed Yourself through the Bible. Help us learn 
more about You as we search the Scriptures for 
there we will find You.  Amen.


The Story - John 5:1-15 text, 16-47 summarized


After this there was a feast of the
Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. {2}
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep
Gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew,
Bethesda, having five porches. {3} In these
lay a great multitude of sick people, blind,
lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of
the water. {4} For an angel went down at
a certain time into the pool and stirred up
the water; then whoever stepped in first,
after the stirring of the water, was made
well of whatever disease he had. 


{5} Now a certain man was there
who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. {6}
When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew
that he already had been in that
condition a long time, He said to him, "Do
you want to be made well?" 


{7} The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I
have no man to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; but while I am
coming, another steps down before me." 


{8} Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up
your bed and walk." {9} And immediately
the man was made well, took up his bed,
and walked. And that day was the
Sabbath. 


{10} The Jews therefore said to him
who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not
lawful for you to carry your bed." 


{11} He answered them, "He who
made me well said to me, 'Take up your
bed and walk.'" 


{12} Then they asked him, "Who is the
Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed
and walk'?" {13} But the one who was
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healed did not know who it was, for Jesus
had withdrawn, a multitude being in that
place. 


{14} Afterward Jesus found him in
the temple, and said to him, "See, you
have been made well. Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come upon you." {15} The man
departed and told the Jews that it was
Jesus who had made him well.


When they heard this they began to
persecute Jesus and planned to kill Him
because they thought that by healing the
man on the Sabbath He had intentionally
broken the Sabbath laws.  


Jesus responded by saying, “My
Father has been working until now, and I
have been working.”  This only made the
Jews even more angry because now they
thought that He was speaking blasphemy;
He was making Himself equal to God.


Jesus continued by saying that the
way to achieve eternal life is by going
through God’s Son.  If someone
rejects God’s Son as the way to


 achieve salvation, then they are turning
their back on the only chance they have
to be free of sin.


Jesus then pointed out some of the
ways that people should be able to
recognize that He is the Messiah.  First of all,
John the Baptist went before Him
preaching about Jesus’ coming. 


Secondly, Jesus said that there are
many prophecies in the Old Testament
that point to Him.  The miracles that Jesus
performed pointed to the fact that He is
the Son of God. Finally, Jesus said to the
Jews that if they really believed what
Moses had said, they would believe in Him
because even Moses wrote about Him


Jesus is able to take care of not only
man’s physical weaknesses, but also his
spiritual disease.  Because of man’s faith in
Jesus, his sins are forgiven. Jesus explained
this very thing to the Jews when they
came to Him they rejected Jesus as their
only way of salvation from sin.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Fill in the blank using the words in the box.


Jesus h___________ the sick man by His divine power. Disease is a result of


s_______. Even those people Jesus healed e________________ died. The final healing


from d______________ will not take place until we are with Jesus in h_______________.


J_____________ heals us too. However He does not heal all diseases nor does He


always do so with a m_______________ like He did at the pool. Even a 


s_________________ has a purpose in strengthening our f_____________ and bringing us


believe
casually
claimed


dig


disease
eventually


faith
healed


heaven
Jesus


kill
leaders


miracle
react


Scripture
search


sickness
sin


testifies
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closer to Jesus. 


The Jewish l_______________ rejected Jesus and even wanted to k__________


Him, not because He healed on the Sabbath Day, but because Jesus c___________


to be the Son of God. (John 5:18) People today  also r___________ strongly to Jesus’


claim to be the Son of God.


Jesus is revealed in the S________________. The Old Testament t______________


concerning Him. Jesus encourages us to s_______________ the Scriptures. We are not


to c_______________ read the Bible just on Sundays. We are to d_______ into the Bible


daily. If someone does not b______________ the words of God in the Bible, he will not


believe Jesus.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the
Crossword Puzzle using the words in the
box.


Across
1.  Jesus told the man to pick up his ___.
3.  ____ healed the man.
4.  This took place in _____.
5.  An ___ stirred up the water.


Down
1.  The name of the pool.
2. The man was healed of his ____.
4.  The ____ scolded the man for carrying


his bed.


Jesus
Sabbath
Bethesda
infirmities


Jerusalem
angel
Jews
bed


1


2


3


4


5
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Outer Aim - Jesus took away the man’s sickness and revealed Himself as the
Son of God.


Passages


2 Timothy 3:15-16 - And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness.


John 5:39 - You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and
these are they which testify of Me.


Inner Aim - Jesus takes away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


Hymn - TLH #290 v. 1, 3, 4


We have a sure prophetic Word
By inspiration of the Lord; 
And tho’ assailed on ev’ry hand,
Jehovah’s Word shall ever stand.


Lo, what the Word in times of old
Of future days and deeds foretold
Is all fulfilled while ages roll,
As traced on the prophetic scroll.


Abiding, steadfast, firm, and sure


The teachings of the Word endure.
Blest he who trusts this steadfast Word;


His anchor holds in Christ, the Lord.


Prayer


Dear Lord,
Thank You for allowing us to gather together in order to study Your Word.  Thank You for this
reminder that You will always take away our infirmities, whether by healing us or by taking us
to be with You in heaven where there will be no more sickness or death.  Let not our will but
Yours be done.  Amen.
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Jesus Heals the Man at Bethesda
John 5


What is Jesus doing in this picture?
Why do you think that He is doing this?


Prayer


Dear Jesus, You are able to help us when no one 
else can.  You have revealed Yourself as Lord 
over sickness and disease.  According to Your 
will, help us when we are sick.  You have 
revealed Yourself through the Bible. Help us learn 
more about You as we search the Scriptures for 
there we will find You.  Amen.


The Story - John 5:1-15 text, 16-47 summarized


After this there was a feast of the
Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. {2}
Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate
a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda,
having five porches. {3} In these lay a great
multitude of sick people, blind, lame,
paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the
water. {4} For an angel went down at a
certain time into the pool and stirred up the
water; then whoever stepped in first, after
the stirring of the water, was made well of
whatever disease he had. 


{5} Now a certain man was there who
had an infirmity thirty-eight years. {6} When
Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he
already had been in that condition a long
time, He said to him, "Do you want to be
made well?" 


{7} The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I


have no man to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up; but while I am
coming, another steps down before me." 


{8} Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up
your bed and walk." {9} And immediately
the man was made well, took up his bed,
and walked. And that day was the
Sabbath. 


{10} The Jews therefore said to him
who was cured, "It is the Sabbath; it is not
lawful for you to carry your bed." 


{11} He answered them, "He who
made me well said to me, 'Take up your bed
and walk.'" 


{12} Then they asked him, "Who is the
Man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and
walk'?" {13} But the one who was healed did
not know who it was, for Jesus had
withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. 
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{14} Afterward Jesus found him in the
temple, and said to him, "See, you have
been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come upon you." {15} The man
departed and told the Jews that it was
Jesus who had made him well.


When they heard this they began to
persecute Jesus and planned to kill Him
because they thought that by healing the
man on the Sabbath He had intentionally
broken the Sabbath laws.  


Jesus responded by saying, “My Father
has been working until now, and I have
been working.”  This only made the Jews
even more angry because now they
thought that He was speaking blasphemy;
He was making Himself equal to God.


Jesus continued by saying that the
way to achieve eternal life is by going
through God’s Son.  If someone
rejects God’s Son as the way to  achieve
salvation then they are turning their back


on the only chance they have to be free of
sin.


Jesus then pointed out some of the
ways that people should be able to
recognize that He is the Messiah.  First of all
John the Baptist went before Him preaching
about Jesus’ coming. 


Secondly Jesus said that there are
many prophecies in the Old Testament that
point to Him.  The miracles that Jesus
performed pointed to the fact that He is the
Son of God, and finally Jesus said to the Jews
that if they really believed what Moses had
said, they would believe in Him because
even Moses wrote about Him


Jesus is able to take care of not only
man’s physical weaknesses but also his
spiritual disease.  Because of man’s faith in
Jesus his sins are forgiven. Jesus explained
this very thing to the Jews when they came
to Him. However, they rejected Jesus as their
only way of salvation from sin.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Fill in the blank using the words in the box.


Jesus h___________ the sick man by His divine power. Disease is a result of


s_______. Even those people Jesus healed e________________ died. The final healing


from d______________ will not take place until we are with Jesus in h_______________.


J_____________ heals us too. However He does not heal all diseases nor does He


always do so with a m_______________ like He did at the pool. Even a 


s_________________ has a purpose in strengthening our f_____________ and bringing us


closer to Jesus. 


believe
casually
claimed


dig


disease
eventually


faith
healed


heaven
Jesus


kill
leaders


miracle
react


Scripture
search


sickness
sin


testifies
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The Jewish l_______________ rejected Jesus and even wanted to k__________


Him, not because He healed on the Sabbath Day, but because Jesus c___________


to be the Son of God. (John 5:18) People today  also r___________ strongly to Jesus’


claim to be the Son of God.


Jesus is revealed in the S________________. The Old Testament t______________


concerning Him. Jesus encourages us to s_______________ the Scriptures. We are not


to c_______________ read the Bible just on Sundays. We are to d_______ into the Bible


daily. If someone does not b______________ the words of God in the Bible, he will not


believe Jesus.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the Crossword Puzzle using the words in the box.


Across
1.  Jesus told the man to pick up his ___.
3.  ____ healed the man.
4.  This took place in _____.
5.  An ___ stirred up the water.


Down
1.  The name of the pool.
2. The man was healed of his ____.
4.  The ____ scolded the man for carrying


his bed.


Jesus
Sabbath
Bethesda
infirmities


Jerusalem
angel
Jews
bed


1


2


3


4


5
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Outer Aim - Jesus took away the man’s sickness and revealed Himself as the
Son of God.
Passages


2 Timothy 3:15-16 - And that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness.


John 5:39 - You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and
these are they which testify of Me.


Inner Aim - Jesus takes away my sins and reveals Himself through the Holy
Scriptures.


Hymn - TLH #290 v. 1, 3, 4


We have a sure prophetic Word
By inspiration of the Lord; 
And tho’ assailed on ev’ry hand,
Jehovah’s Word shall ever stand.


Lo, what the Word in times of old
Of future days and deeds foretold
Is all fulfilled while ages roll,
As traced on the prophetic scroll.


Abiding, steadfast, firm, and sure


The teachings of the Word endure.
Blest he who trusts this steadfast Word;


His anchor holds in Christ, the Lord.


Prayer


Dear Lord,
Thank You for allowing us to gather together in order to study Your Word.  Thank You for this
reminder that You will always take away our infirmities, whether by healing us or by taking us
to be with You in heaven where there will be no more sickness or death.  Let not our will but
Your’s be done.  Amen.
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STORY 8/3/03


The Centurion’s Servant  - Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord, You promise to hear those who call upon You in truth.  In our times many have attacked 
Your Word as unreliable and not to be completely trusted.  Yet, as we see Your hand working 
throughout history for the benefit of all nations, we know that Your Word is true and backed by Your 
ultimate power and authority.  Strengthen the faith of those who hear this lesson that they may, as the 
Centurion did, trust with humble faith the power and reliability of Your Word.  For the message of 
salvation in Jesus is in Your Word and needs to be trusted by all.  You have promised that Your Word 
will never be destroyed, but also warned that it can depart from those who despise it.  I pray that Your 
Word may truly be respected and believed by me and those with whom I share it that You may 
continue to bless us through that Word and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen


VOCABULARY
Centurion -  a Roman commander of about 100 men, this one commanded the garrison at Capernaum
Gnashing -  grinding of teeth, normally in frustration or anger
Gentile - any person who is not of Jewish ancestry
Israel  - a small country east of the Mediterranean Sea, the region in which Jesus conducted His ministry


OUTER AIM
Jesus heals a Centurion’s servant


INNER AIM
God gives faith to trust in Him.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 179-186)
We walk by faith not by sight.  If you can see something or have proof of its existence, you do not 
need faith.  Faith comes into play in those spiritual areas which are not subject to scientific proof.  
(Hebrews 11:1)  "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  In 
this episode we have an example of genuine “faith.”


Luke 7:1
< This event took place after Jesus had preached the "Sermon on the Mount."
< Again we find Him in Capernaum where He had been well received.
< Capernaum - (village of Nahum ) was on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. (Matthew 4:13) It


was in the "land of Gennesaret," [ (Matthew 14:34) comp. John 6:17,21,24 ] It was of sufficient size
to be always called a "city," (Matthew 9:1; Mark 1:33) and had its own synagogue, in which our
Lord frequently taught, (Mark 1:21; Luke 4:33,38; John 6:59) The only interest attaching to
Capernaum is as the residence of our Lord and his apostles, the scene of so many miracles and
"gracious words." It was when he returned thither that he is said to have been "in the house." (Mark
2:1) - Smith's Bible Dictionary


v. 2
< The local Centurion or Roman commander had a servant whom he loved dearly..  
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< The servant was sick (Matt: paralyzed and dreadfully tormented) and about to die.
v. 3
< The Centurion was Roman, a Gentile, a non-Jew, asking a favor of an important Jew, Jesus.  
< So he sent some of the Jewish Elders to ask that Jesus go out of His way to heal his servant.
vs. 4-5
< The Jewish messengers respected the Roman commander, for he had treated the Jews well and even


built a synagogue for them.  
< They pleaded that Jesus would also respect the centurion for those reasons and honor his request.


v. 6
< Jesus for His own reasons consented to heal the servant (Matt 8:7) and went with the messengers


towards the Centurion's house.  
< But before arriving, the Centurion sent friends again to Jesus.  
< The Centurion felt unworthy (knowing he was ceremonially unclean) of having Jesus come to his house


and didn't want Jesus to expose Himself to the discomfort of becoming “contaminated” by contact with
Gentiles.


v. 7
< So unworthy did the Centurion feel that he didn't feel respectable enough to come himself to Jesus.  
< But he believed in Jesus’ power to simply say the word, and his servant would be healed.
v. 8
< He understood authority, for he was a soldier accustomed to the “chain of command” system.  
< When he was given or gave a command, that order was carried out without question. 
<  The Centurion trusted that Jesus held absolute authority over sickness in the same way. He knew that


Jesus could heal the sickness by giving an order if Jesus would but wish to do so.
v. 9
< Even Jesus marveled that a Gentile would display such a faith in Jesus and His authority. 
< So He pointed it out to the crowd around Him, emphasizing that He hadn't found such a faith among the


Israelites.  
< The centurion had showed his faith 1) in his love for his servant 2) in his humble feeling of unworthiness


before Jesus and 3) his confidence in Jesus' power to heal with a simple command.


Matthew 8:11-12
< Jesus adds this warning: Many Gentiles from the ends of the earth will believe in Jesus and so enter


heaven with the Forefathers of the Jews.  
< But the Jews who reject their promised Messiah will be cast out of heaven into outer darkness, that is,


Hell, where they will be tormented for their sins and unbelief.
Matthew 8:13 (Luke 7:10)
< Jesus' reply to the Centurion quantifies the miracle of healing by the faith shown.  And indeed the


servant was healed at Jesus’ command, without His presence or a special sign.


STUDENT PRAYER
Jesus Christ, My Savior, thank You for bringing Your word also to us and to people of every nation.  
Help us to trust Your Word with humble and courageous hearts that we may lay hold of all Your 
precious promises.  For we know that You have the power and the Love to do all that You have 
promised.  So, when we call upon You, we know that You will answer. With Jesus as our 
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Savior we know that we will be saved.  And when we pray, we know that Your answer will be what is 
best for all whom our prayer touches.  We come to You, Jesus, in whom we trust, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


1. Why did the soldier come to Jesus? (His servant was very sick.)
2. What did the soldier believe Jesus could do? (Heal the servant.)
3. The soldier was humble and had a strong faith. What did he believe Jesus could


do? (Heal the servant without coming into his house.)
4. How are you like the soldier? (We believe Jesus will help and save us.)


APPLICATIONS
1. The centurion trusted Jesus' Word, that it would accomplish whatever Jesus wanted it to.  That same


powerful word of God created the world, keeps the stars in their courses, sends the seasons, and
assures us of salvation in Jesus.  We should trust it as confidently and humbly as the Centurion did. We
should not need any more proof God's Word is truth and profitable for life and salvation.  To deny part
of the Word of God threatens all of it and ultimately destroys our assurance of salvation in Jesus Christ.


2. An additional point to be made in connection with Jesus’ powerful Word is that He can and did heal a
deadly earthly disease by simply saying the word. What a comfort that can be to young and old alike
when they or a family member or friend are afflicted with any disease of any severity. Our Lord can
care for our well-being in any way He may choose.


3. How thankful we can be that Jesus wants all people to be saved, not just one particular race or nation. 
We are a part of those who have "come from the east and the west" to sit at His table.  God's Word is
able to create faith in the hearts of people from all nations. That is  why God sends us with His Word to
all nations.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
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Middle any of the above and...
Psalms 130:3-5 -  If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with You, That You may be feared. I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His 
word I do hope.
Psalms 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me."


Upper any of the above and...
Psalm 46 all.
Psalm 107:19-20 -  Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, And He saved them out of their 
distresses. He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their destructions.
Isaiah 55:10-11 -  "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not return there, But 
water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the 
eater,  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it 
shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”


HYMN CHOICES
"Lord, as Thou Wilt, Deal Thou With Me" (TLH 406)
"When in the Hour of Utmost Need" (TLH 522: 1-2, or all)
"My God, My Father, Make Me Strong" (TLH 424)
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The Centurion’s Servant
Matthew 8:5-15; Luke 7:1-10
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The Story


Have you ever seen a soldier? 
A soldier is a man who is in the army. 
Did you know there were armies in
Jesus’ time, too?  Today we will hear
about a very special army leader, a
centurion,  from the Roman army. He
knew he needed Jesus to help his
servant.  


One day, Jesus went high up
on a mountain and preached a very
important sermon to the people
gathered there.  He taught them
many wonderful things about how
much God loves everyone. 


After Jesus came down from
the mountain, he went to a city
called Capernaum.  At this city an
centurion, who was in charge of one
hundred other soldiers, came to
Jesus for help.  This army
commander was an important man, 
but he believed that Jesus had
much more power than he did (and
more power than any other man
does).  And he was right!  He was
right because Jesus is the very Son of
God.


Do you know why the army
leader came to Jesus?  Did he need
help to win a battle with his army? 
No, he needed Jesus’ help because
his servant was very, very sick.  He
did not want his servant to die, or


even be sick.  He believed Jesus
could help.  


The army leader came to Jesus
and said, “Lord, my servant can’t
walk, and he is in a lot of pain.” 
Jesus said, “I will come and heal
him.”


The army leader showed how
much he believed Jesus and how
humble he knew he was before
Jesus.  He said. “Lord, I command
many soldiers and they do what I
say.  But You are much more
important and powerful than me.  I
do not deserve the honor of You
coming to my house.  I know that if
You just say a word, my servant will
be better again.”


Jesus was very surprised by how
strongly the commander believed in
Him.  This man - from the Roman
army - had a very great faith. Many
people from Israel, Jesus’ own
country, did not even believe in Him.


Jesus helped the army leader
and his servant.  He told the
centurion that he could go home
and he would find his servant healed
just as he had believed.


 The  servant did get well, right
at that very time.


Activity - Cut out the words at the bottom of page 3 and use them on page 4.
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Passage


Psalm 50:15   “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me.”


Hymn - TLH #428 v. 1, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending Jesus to help when we
are sick, and in every time of need.  We are so happy to learn how much
You love us, and that You are always ready to help us with everything in
our lives.  Help us to believe as strongly as the Roman army leader did. 
Help us, we pray, to be especially happy that Jesus is our Savior from sin so
that we know we will be in heaven forever.  This we ask in Jesus’ name. 
Amen!


I am trustingThee,


Lord Jesus
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Activity - Glue the cut out words from page 3 in place. Color the pictures.


Lord JesusThee,


I am trusting
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The Centurion’s Servant
Matthew 8:5-15; Luke 7:1-10
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The Story


Did you know that there were
armies in Jesus’ day, just like there
are armies today?  One day in a
city called Capernaum a leader
from the Roman army came to
Jesus for help.  Do you know why
he came to Jesus?  He believed
that Jesus could help him with a
problem.  His problem had to do
with his servant.  His servant had
become very sick.  He could not
walk because he was paralyzed,
and he was in a lot of pain.


It was good that this army
commander called a centurion
had come to Jesus for help. This
centurion was the leader of one
hundred men.  While a centurion is
an important man and gives
orders to other people, he is not as
important and powerful as Jesus. 
No man is as important and
powerful as Jesus.  This is true
because Jesus is the very Son of
God.


The people of the city liked
this Roman centurion because he
cared about the people. He even
built a church or synagogue for
them in which to worship. 


This centurion came to Jesus
and said, “Lord, my servant is very
sick.  He is paralyzed, and he is in
a lot of pain.”  Jesus told the army


leader, “I will come and heal him.”
Now we see how much the


centurion believed in Jesus, and
how humble he was in the
presence of Jesus.  He said, “Lord,
I am not worthy enough to have
you come to my house.  I am
under the authority of those
above me in the army, and I am
the leader of some who follow my
orders.  But I  know you only have
to speak a word, and my servant
will be healed.”


Jesus was surprised by how
strongly this man believed in Him. 
This Roman centurion had a very
strong faith in Jesus the Savior,
while many people from Israel,
Jesus’ own country, did not
believe in Jesus at all.


It is a good thing the Roman
army leader believed in Jesus and
came to Him for help.  Did Jesus
help him?  Yes, He did!  Jesus said
to the man, “Go on your way; and
just as you have believed it would
happen, your servant shall be
healed.” The servant did recover
from his sickness, right at that very
time.


Jesus heals a Centurion’s
servant.
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Activity - Word Search - Find the words from the Word Box in the puzzle below.
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Review - Now use the words in the Word Box to answer these questions.


1. Jesus came to the city of ___________________________________.


2. A ____________________________ was a soldier in charge of 100 men.


3. His _______________________ was sick and ________________________.


4. This soldier built the people a church or ___________________________.


5. The soldier was __________________________ before Jesus.


6. Jesus said he had great ________________________.


7. The servant was ____________________________ at that very hour.


SYNAGOGUE
CAPERNAUM


HEALED
HUMBLE


SERVANT
FAITH


CENTURION
PARALYZED
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Passage


Psalm 50:15   “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall  glorify Me.”


Circle the words that tell what God promises to do for us when we need help.
Underline the words that tell how will we show our thanks.


God gives faith to trust in Him.


Hymn - TLH#428 v. 1, 2, 6


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
We thank You for teaching us in Your Word about how much Jesus loves


us, how powerful He is, and how willing He is to help us.  It is comforting to know
that He will help us and be with us when we are sick, and in all our times of
need.  We ask that Your Holy Spirit will ever make our faith stronger so that we
will always strongly believe in Jesus like the Roman army leader did.  Thank You
especially for sending Your Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior from sin, so that we
know that we will be in heaven forever because He has gained eternal
salvation for us. This we ask in Jesus’ Name.  Amen!
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The Centurion’s Servant
Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10


What religion are these children? 
Are you a member of the Jewish religion? 
If you are not a Jew, what are you?
Today we will hear about a faithful Gentile soldier.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven,
Help us to learn from Your Holy Bible the lesson today.
Make our faith grow stronger through the study of that Word. Thank You for
giving us faith to trust in Your Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of sins. Amen.


The Story - Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10


Matthew 8: 5 - Now when Jesus
had entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to Him, pleading
with Him, {6} saying, "Lord, my
servant is lying at home paralyzed,
dreadfully tormented."


{7} And Jesus said to him, "I will
come and heal him." 


{8} The centurion answered and
said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You
should come under my roof. But only
speak a word, and my servant will
be healed. {9} "For I also am a man
under authority, having soldiers
under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,'
and he goes; and to another,
'Come,' and he comes; and to my
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."


{10} When Jesus heard it, He
marveled, and said to those who
followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I
have not found such great faith, not
even in Israel! {11} "And I say to you
that many will come from east and
west, and sit down with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven. {12} "But the sons of the
kingdom will be cast out into outer
darkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth." {13} Then Jesus
said to the centurion, "Go your way;
and as you have believed, so let it
be done for you." And his servant
was healed that same hour.


Luke 7:1 -  Now when He concluded
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all His sayings in the hearing of the
people, He entered Capernaum. {2}
And a certain centurion's servant,
who was dear to him, was sick and
ready to die. {3} So when he heard
about Jesus, he sent elders of the
Jews to Him, pleading with Him to
come and heal his servant. {4} And
when they came to Jesus, they
begged Him earnestly, saying that
the one for whom He should do this
was deserving, {5} "for he loves our
nation, and has built us a
synagogue." 


{6} Then Jesus went with them.
And when He was already not far
from the house, the centurion sent
friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord,
do not trouble Yourself, for I am not


 worthy that You should enter under
my roof. {7} "Therefore I did not even
think myself worthy to come to You.
But say the word, and my servant will
be healed. {8} "For I also am a man
placed under authority, having
soldiers under me. And I say to one,
'Go,' and he goes; and to another,
'Come,' and he comes; and to my
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 


{9} When Jesus heard these
things, He marveled at him, and
turned around and said to the
crowd that followed Him, "I say to
you, I have not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!" {10} And
those who were sent, returning to the
house, found the servant well who
had been sick.


Outer Aim Jesus heals a Centurion’s servant.


Review - Use the story to answer the following questions.


1. What city did Jesus enter?


2. What was the centurion’s request?


3. Why was this Gentile liked by the Jews of the city?


4. Why did the centurion not want Jesus to come into his home?


5. How did Jesus describe the faith of this centurion?


6. What happened to the servant?
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Word Search - Find the words from the Word Box in the puzzle below.
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Bible Passages - Use the Bible passages to do the activity below.


Psalm 50:15   “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall  glorify Me.”


Circle the words that tell what God promises to do for us when we need help.
Underline the words that tell how will we show our thanks.


Psalms 130:3-5 “If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  


I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope.”


Underline the word that means sins. Circle the word for what Christ has done for us. Put a box
around what helps us wait for the LORD.


GENTILE
SYNAGOGUE 


CAPERNAUM 
WORTHY


HEALED
SERVANT


FAITH
CENTURION


JEWS
PARALYZED
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Inner Aim God gives faith to trust in Him.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use the words in the box twice. Use them once to fill in the
blanks about the centurion and then use the words to fill in the blanks about Christians.


How the centurion showed his faith...


... _________________ for his servant.


... _________________ before Jesus.


... _________________ of Jesus’ power
to heal.


How a Christian shows his/her faith...


...________________ for our neighbor.


... ________________ before Jesus.


... ________________ of Jesus’ power
to save us.


Hymn TLH #518 v. 1, 7


If thou but suffer God to guide thee
And hope in Him thro’ all thy ways,
He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee,
And bear thee thro’ the evil days.
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love
Builds on the Rock that naught can move.


Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word’ though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.


Prayer 
  
Jesus Christ my Savior, 


Thank You for bringing Your Word to us and to people of every nation. 
Help us to trust Your Word with humble and courageous hearts that we may lay
hold of all Your precious promises.  We know that You have the power and the
love to do all that You have promised.  When we call upon You, we know that
You will answer in a way that is best for all.  Because of what Jesus has done for
us, we know we will be saved.  We come to You, Jesus, in Whom we trust!
Amen!  


confident          love          humble
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The Centurion’s Servant
Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10


Do you know what religion has these items?


Do you know the name for those people who are not Jewish? 


Which group, Jew or Gentile, is more likely to go to heaven? (Be
careful here.)


Today we will hear about a faithful Gentile soldier.


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven, Help us to learn from Your Holy Bible the
lesson today. Make our faith grow stronger through the study of that Word. Thank you for
giving us faith to trust in Your Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of sins. Amen.


The Story - Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10


Matthew 8: 5 - Now when Jesus had
entered Capernaum, a centurion came to
Him, pleading with Him, {6} saying, "Lord,
my servant is lying at home paralyzed,
dreadfully tormented."


{7} And Jesus said to him, "I will come
and heal him." 


{8} The centurion answered and
said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You
should come under my roof. But only speak
a word, and my servant will be healed. {9}
"For I also am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me. And I say to this
one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another,
'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant,
'Do this,' and he does it."


{10} When Jesus heard it, He
marveled, and said to those who followed,
"Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found


such great faith, not even in Israel! {11}
"And I say to you that many will come from
east and west, and sit down with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven. {12} "But the sons of
the kingdom will be cast out into outer
darkness. There will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth." {13} Then Jesus said to
the centurion, "Go your way; and as you
have believed, so let it be done for you."
And his servant was healed that same
hour.


_________
Luke 7:1 -  Now when He concluded


all His sayings in the hearing of the people,
He entered Capernaum. {2} And a certain
centurion's servant, who was dear to him,
was sick and ready to die. {3} So when he
heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the
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Jews to Him, pleading with Him to come
and heal his servant. {4} And when they
came to Jesus, they begged Him earnestly,
saying that the one for whom He should do
this was deserving, {5} "for he loves our
nation, and has built us a synagogue." 


{6} Then Jesus went with them. And
when He was already not far from the
house, the centurion sent friends to Him,
saying to Him, "Lord, do not trouble
Yourself, for I am not worthy that You
should enter under my roof. {7} "Therefore I
did not even think myself worthy to come


 to You. But say the word, and my servant
will be healed. {8} "For I also am a man
placed under authority, having soldiers
under me. And I say to one, 'Go,' and he
goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he
comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he
does it." 


{9} When Jesus heard these things,
He marveled at him, and turned around
and said to the crowd that followed Him, "I
say to you, I have not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!" {10} And those
who were sent, returning to the house,
found the servant well who had been sick.


Outer Aim -  Jesus heals a Centurion’s servant


Review - Use the words from the story to fill in the crossword puzzle.


Across
1. What city did Jesus enter?
4.  The centurion’s ____ needed


help.
7. The centurion was not a Jew,


but a ___.
8. Jesus ____ the servant without


even seeing him.


Down
1. A captain of 100 men.
2. The servant was ____ and


needed help.
3. We breath ___.
4. The centurion built a ____ for the


Jews in which to worship.
5. Jesus said the centurion had


great ___.
6. Not Gentiles.


Inner Aim - God gives faith to trust in Him.


1 2 3


4


5


6


7


8







New Testament                                                                                   Centurion’s Servant - Level 43


What God’s Word Tells Us - Use the words in the box twice. Use them once to fill in the
blanks about the centurion and then use the words to fill in the blanks about Christians.


How the centurion showed his faith...


... ___________________ for his servant.


... ___________________ before Jesus.


... ___________________ of Jesus’ power to
heal.


How a Christian shows his/her faith...


...__________________ for our neighbor.


... __________________ before Jesus.


... __________________ of Jesus’ power to
save us.


Hymn TLH #518 v. 1, 7


If thou but suffer God to guide thee
And hope in Him thro’ all thy ways,
He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee,
And bear thee thro’ the evil days.
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love
Builds on the Rock that naught can move.


Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word’ though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.


confident          love          humble
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Bible Passages - Use the Bible passages to answer the questions


Psalm 50:15   “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall  glorify Me.”


What does God promise to do for us when we need help? (Circle the words in the passage.)
How will we show our thanks? (Underline the words in the passage.)


^  ^  ^


Psalms 130:3-5 “If You, LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is
forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.  


I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope.”


Underline the word that means sins.
Circle the word for what Christ has done for us.
Put a box around what helps us wait for the LORD.


^  ^  ^


Isaiah 55:11 "So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 
it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, 


and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”


Underline what God’s Word will not  do.
Circle the two things God’s Word will do.


^  ^  ^


Prayer   
Jesus Christ, My Savior, thank You for bringing Your Word to us and to people of every nation. 
Help us to trust Your Word with humble and courageous hearts that we may lay hold of all
your precious promises.  For we know that You have the power and the love to do all that
You have promised.  When we call upon You, we know that You will answer in a way that is
best for all.  Because of what Jesus has done for us, we know we will be saved.  We come to
You, Jesus, in Whom we trust! Amen!  
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STORY 8/4/2003


Jesus Walks on the Sea - Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:15-21


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear heavenly Father, our reason and our senses, the world and doubting friends, suggest many 
reasons to doubt Your Word and Promises.  By Your Spirit, strengthen my faith and the faith of those whom
I am about to teach about Your amazing power and will to help in time of need.  Help us to walk confidently
with faith in You over the troubled waters of life that we may come to You safely in the end.  And if doubts
threaten us, rescue us from them that we may firmly believe in Jesus our Savior who alone is able to deliver
us from every evil of body and soul.  In His name we pray, Amen.


VOCABULARY
Bethsaida -  this town was on the northwest side of the Sea of Galilee, a few miles north of Capernaum (see
Rupprecht p. 194, 201).
Fourth watch of the night -  using the Roman method of keeping time, this would be between three a.m.
and six a.m.
Ghost -  also in those times people were afraid of ghosts and spirits.
Boisterous -  noisy and very turbulent or exuberant; of wind, flowing strongly and in various directions.


OUTER AIM
Jesus walked on water to help His disciples.


INNER AIM
Believe in Jesus without a doubt.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 200-204)
This story follows immediately after Jesus fed the 5,000+ with 5 loaves and 2 fish.  It reminds us that people,
even with great proofs for their faith, might still doubt and need God to continue to strengthen their faith. 
God wants us to believe in Him without doubting, for He alone can truly be trusted.  Doubts are a sin against
the 1st commandment because they reveal a lack of trust in God and instead, show  trust in something else,
whether it is our senses or someone other than God.
Matthew 14:22
< After Jesus had miraculously fed the thousands of people, they wanted to make Him their earthly king


who would provide them with all their needs (John 6:15).  
< To try to prevent that, Jesus sent everyone away. 
< He sent the disciples by boat to the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  In a boat, they wouldn't be coerced


by the crowds who wanted to make Jesus a "Bread-King."  
< Jesus sent the crowds away.
< A note on the destination: Mark 6:45 names their destination as Bethsaida while John 6:17 says they


went toward Capernaum.  The Bethsaida on the northwest side of the sea is a few miles north of
Capernaum and the home of some of the disciples.  The disciples could have been trying to visit their
homes that night and then, the following day,  plan to meet Jesus at Capernaum where He would be
preaching next (John 6:24).


Matthew 14:23
< Jesus had much to pray about as He saw the people looking at Him, not as their Savior, but as their


"bread king."  
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< He spent many hours alone in prayer on a mountain talking with His Father.  He prayed into the evening,
long after sunset.


v. 24
< The Sea of Galilee is about 40 miles across. On a good day, it wouldn't have taken the disciples a very


long time to cross.  
< A storm came up and the wind was against them.  As their boat was tossed by the waves, they strained


hard at the oars (Mark 6:48); in the hours of fighting the storm, they had gone only three to four  miles
(John 6:19). 


< Jesus, on the land, saw the disciples caught in the storm.  Jesus may or may not have needed to use His
omniscience (all knowing ability) to see the disciples, depending on conditions which we don't know.  We
know only that He saw them. Mark 6:48.


v. 25
< Jesus waited until after three a.m. to come to His disciples. Then he did it in a miraculous way.  He walked


on the stormy water itself.  
< As the Creator of all and divine Ruler over the laws of nature, He could command the water to support His


human body.  
< Mark tells us that He would have passed them by as a further test of their faith.
v. 26
< The disciples' reacted with fear and superstition.  They thought that Jesus was a ghost and they cried out in


fear as their reason grappled with what their senses told them.
v. 27
< Immediately Jesus speaks words of comfort, "Be of good cheer; it is I, do not be afraid."  Literally: "Be


courageous; I myself am, don't be afraid."  The comforting voice of the Lord speaks through the storm to
encourage them not to fear, for He is with them.


v. 28
< Peter responded with a bold request.  "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to you upon the water."


This might also be saying that Peter wouldn’t believe unless He had proof. The others took Jesus at His
Word.


v. 29
< Jesus' simple word of command calls Peter to trust Jesus to allow Him to walk safely across the violent


sea. 
<  With a storm raging around him, Peter courageously stepped out of the boat and began to walk across the


shifting sea toward Jesus. 
v. 30
< Ah, but Peter took his eyes off the Lord and was overwhelmed by his reason and senses and questioned


what his Lord had shown was possible.  
< The strong wind blew making the waves rough. How could he, a mere human being, walk on water?  In his


fear and doubting,  he began to sink as the grip of his faith relaxed its hold on the Lord's promise.  
< Yet, he cried out to the Lord to save him as he began sinking.
v. 31
< Immediately, Jesus' hand caught Peter before he could drown.  
< Jesus chided him, "O you of little faith, why did you doubt?"  
< Peter, bold at first, didn't remain strong in faith when put to the test.  Peter's doubts had let him down, but


the Lord would not have abandoned him if Peter had continued to trust in Jesus.
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v. 32
< This was a night of miracles: not only did Jesus and Peter walk on stormy water, but as soon as Jesus and


Peter entered the boat, the storm stilled and, as John says, immediately the boat reached the other shore. 
< Not coincidence, but these miracles occurred as Jesus' continued to display His love and power to the


disciples.
v. 33
< The disciples reacted with overwhelming amazement and wonder.  
< As Mark says (6:52), their hearts had been hardened or dull, and they hadn't grasped the lesson from


Jesus' feeding the thousands with the loaves.  They didn't grasp that Jesus was God who could be trusted
to take care of them.  But these amazing miracles brought the message home to them (see Mark 8:17). 
Now, in faith, they welcomed and worshiped Jesus saying, "Truthfully, You are the Son of God."


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, Your Word calls us to believe in Your promises.  Your Word gives us many 
examples of Your power to do the humanly impossible in order to help those who trust in You.  
Strengthen our faith in You and Your Son Jesus Christ our Savior, that we may firmly believe without doubting
anything that You have told us and promised us.  When we are afraid, remind us of Your 
protection; when You ask us to do difficult things, give us courage to step forward without doubts.  
And if doubts distract our faith, rescue us when we call for Your help.  We pray with trust in 
You who spared not Your own Son but delivered Him up to be our Savior, knowing that You alone 
can be trusted in every need, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to the
scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to harmonize the
accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where they can find the
additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand the story.


For the activity, you will need to have supplies ready. See the student lesson for
those materials.


APPLICATIONS
1. Jesus knew that the disciples' faith needed to be strengthened, for they did not see how much they could


trust in Him to take care of them in times of trouble.  He allowed them to experience the storm in order to
show them that He was able to protect them.  They learned that Jesus could do the humanly impossible to
help them, such as walking on the stormy sea and stilling the sea at will.  They also saw from Peter's
example what happens when doubts overcome faith.  Yet, they also saw that the Lord was quick to rescue
Peter when he called for help as his doubts let him down.  As their faith grasped these truths, they
responded in worship of Jesus as the Son of God.  Jesus wants us to have a strong, unwavering trust in
Him as well.  From this story and others and the promises of God's Word, we learn that we too can trust in
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God confidently , despite the doubts that our senses, our reason, or other people will suggest against such
faith.  If we divert our eyes from God and His promises, we will sink.  But if we start to sink, we know that
Jesus' rescuing hand will bring us to safety.  God is faithful to those who trust in Him.


2. Fear, worry, and doubt can replace faith.  Faith is a firm trust and confidence in God and His Word. Why
are fear, worry, and doubt sins against the first commandment?  Why can't we always trust our senses, our
reason, or sometimes, other people in matters of faith and life?  (Sin prevents us from seeing how God can
work in spite of how the situation may seem to us.)  How do we know that we can trust in God even when
our faith is being tested (Romans 8:31-39)?  Discuss how Psalm 46 is an encouraging declaration of faith. 
See also James 1:6.


3. Jesus is able to protect His people from every danger.  Consider examples from the Bible of how God
protects His people from danger.  Talk over with the children how God is able to take care of His dear
children.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Psalms 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Middle any of the above and...
Psalm 46:1-3 - God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, even
though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; though its waters
roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with its swelling.


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 8:31-32 -  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all
things?
Romans 8:38-39 -  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


HYMN CHOICES
"Oh, For a Faith That Will Not Shrink" (TLH 396 1, 3, 6)
"If God Himself Be For Me" (TLH 528 1-3, choose more)
"Abide, O Dearest Jesus" (TLH 53)
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Jesus Walks on the Water
Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:15-21
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The Story


Jesus had just finished feeding
the 5000 people.  The people
wanted to make Him king.  That was
not what Jesus wanted. He told the
people to go home.   He had His
disciples get into a boat to go to the
other side of the lake.  He went up
on a mountain to pray by Himself.


When it was evening, the
disciples in the boat were in the
middle of the lake.  They were trying
to cross the lake, but the wind was so
strong they couldn’t.  Jesus was not
with them. He was alone on the
mountain.


But Jesus did not stay on the
land.  The disciples needed His help. 
In the middle of the night, Jesus
walked on the water toward the
boat.  When the disciples saw Him
coming they were very scared and
said, “It is a ghost.”


But Jesus spoke right away and
told them not to be afraid.  He said,
“Be happy.  It’s Jesus.  Do not be
afraid.”


Peter answered Jesus.  “Lord, if
it is You, tell me to come to You on
the water.”


Jesus told Peter to come.  So
Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water toward Jesus.  


All of a sudden, Peter saw the
big waves and became scared.  He
started to sink.  He called out to
Jesus to save him.  Jesus reached
out His hand and helped Peter. 
Jesus asked Peter why he had


doubted Him.  
Then Jesus stepped into the


boat.  As soon as He did, the storm
stopped–the wind stopped blowing
and the lake became calm!  The
boat was also on the other side of
the lake.  The disciples weren’t in the
middle of the lake any longer.


The disciples worshiped their
Savior in thankfulness.  “Truly, You are
the Son of God.”


Activity One  - What makes you
afraid? Draw a picture of what makes you
afraid. 


You don’t need to be afraid
because Jesus is with you.
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Activity Two  - Fill a small tub with water.  Put each object in the water. If it floats, draw
its picture in the FLOAT box.  If it sinks, draw its picture in the NOT FLOAT box.


Do people float?
Can they walk on water?
Why could Peter walk on water?
Why could Jesus walk on water?


Passage - Memorize this passage by saying it together with your class and teacher.


Do not be afraid.  Matthew 14:27


Prayer
Thank You, Jesus, for always being with me. Amen.


Not FloatFloat
Objects
Wood
Boat
Rock


Penny
Cork
Pen
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Jesus Walking on the Sea
Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:15-21
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The Story


Jesus had just finished feeding
the 5000 people.  The people
wanted to make Him king.  But this is
not what Jesus wanted.  He had His
disciples get into a boat to go to the
other side of the lake.  He told the
people to go home.  He went up on
a mountain to pray by Himself.


When it was evening the
disciples in the boat were in the
middle of the lake.  They were trying
to row across, but a storm came and
the wind was so strong they couldn’t. 
Jesus was not with them, but He was
alone on the land.


Jesus did not stay on the land. 
The disciples needed His help.  In the
middle of the night, Jesus walked on
the water toward the boat.  When
the disciples saw Him coming they
were very scared and said, “It is a
ghost.”


But Jesus spoke right away and
told them not to be afraid.  He said,
“Be happy.  It’s Jesus.  Do not be
afraid.”


Peter answered Jesus.  “Lord, if
it is You, tell me to come to You on
the water.”


And Jesus told Peter to come. 
So Peter got out of the boat and
walked on the water toward Jesus.  


But then Peter saw the big
waves and became scared.  He
started to sink.  He called out to
Jesus to save him.  Jesus reached
out His hand and helped Peter.  He
asked Peter why He had doubted
Him.  


Then Jesus stepped into the
boat.  As soon as He did the storm
stopped–the wind stopped blowing
and the lake was calm.  The boat
was also at the other side of the
lake.  The disciples weren’t out in the
middle any longer.


The disciples worshiped their
Savior in thankfulness.  “Truly You are
the Son of God.”


Jesus walked on water to help His disciples.
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Review - Use the picture on page one for this activity.


1. Color the water in the picture blue. 


2. What body of water is this?


3. Color the man who was sinking? 


4. What was his name? 


5. Why is he sinking?


6. Color Jesus. 


7. Why can Jesus walk on the water?


Activity One  


< Re-enact the story. 


< Have some children be disciples on the boat rowing hard. 


< One can be Peter. 


< Another student can be Jesus. 


< Review the sequence of events, showing all the miracles Jesus did.


Believe in Jesus without a doubt.
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Activity Two - Fill in the crossword puzzle.


Across
2.  After Peter saw the waves he started to


_____.
4.  Jesus said,”Do not be _____.”


Down
1. This stopped blowing when Jesus stepped


into the boat.
2. This came upon the disciples in the middle of


the night.
3.  What Jesus did on the mountain alone.


Passages


Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 
and you shall glorify Me. Psalm 50:15


Why can we always call on God?


God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Psalm 46:1


Have you ever been in trouble? What should you do if you are in trouble?


Hymn - TLH 396 v. 1, 3


Oh, for a faith that will not shrink
Tho’ pressed by many a foe;
That will not tremble on the brink
Of poverty or woe;


A faith that shines more bright and clear
When tempests rage without;
That when in danger, knows no fear,
In darkness feels no doubt.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
You saved the disciples when they were in a storm. You will save us when


we are in trouble too. Thank You, Jesus, for taking care of us. Amen.


1.


2.


3.


4.
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Jesus Walking on the Sea
Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:15-21


Have you ever lied?


Do people sometimes doubt what you
tell them?


Jesus never lies. We can always trust in
and rely on Him.


Prayer


The Lord’s Prayer


The Story


Therefore when Jesus perceived
that they were about to come and
take Him by force to make Him king, He
immediately made His disciples get into
the boat and go before Him to the
other side, to Bethsaida.  Jesus sent the
multitudes away, and departed again
to the mountain by Himself to pray.


Now when evening came, the
boat was in the middle of the sea; and
He was alone on the land.  The boat
was being tossed by the waves, for the
wind was contrary.  Jesus saw them
straining at rowing, for the wind was
against them.


Now about the fourth watch of
the night He came to them, walking on
the sea, and would have passed them


by.  They had rowed about three or
four miles when they saw Jesus
walking on the sea drawing near to
the boat.  When they saw Him, they
supposed it was a ghost, and were
troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!”  And
they cried out for fear.  But
immediately Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Be of good cheer!  It is I; do
not be afraid.”


And Peter answered Him and
said, “Lord, if it is You, command me
to come to You on the water.”


So He said, “Come.”  And when
Peter had come down out of the
boat, he walked on the water to go
to Jesus.  But when he saw that the
wind was boisterous, he was afraid;
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and beginning to sink he cried out,
saying, “Lord, save me!”


And immediately Jesus stretched
out His hand and caught him, and said
to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?”


The disciples willingly received Him
into the boat, and immediately the
wind ceased.  Immediately the boat
was at the land where they were
going.  


And they were greatly amazed
in themselves beyond measure, and
marveled.  Then those who were in
the boat came and worshiped Him,
saying, “Truly You are the Son of
God.”  For they had not understood
about the loaves, because their
heart was hardened.


Outer Aim
Jesus walked on water to help His disciples.


What the Lesson Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with the best answer from the lesson.


1. The people wanted to make Jesus into a __________________.


2. Jesus was _________________ on the land.


3. About the __________________watch of the night Jesus came to them
walking on the sea.


4. The disciples thought Jesus was a _________________.


5. _________________, one of the disciples, walked on the water too.


6. Jesus said, “Oh, you of little ______________, why did you doubt?”


7. After the miracle, the disciples said, “Truly You are the _________    ________ 
  ___________.
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What God Tells Us – Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse.


_____ 1. God sends us bad weather and troubles to punish us.


_____ 2. We should show our trust in God by walking on water.


_____ 3. We should always place our trust in God even if others make fun of      
us.


_____ 4. Since God is our Father, we don’t need to listen to our earthly            
parents.


_____ 5.  Doubting God is not always wrong.


_____ 6.  Because Jesus loves us, He will always do what is best for us.


_____ 7.  Worrying is a sin.


Hymn - Look at Hymn 528 v. 1, 2. How does verse 2 fit this story?


If God Himself be for me,
I may a host defy;
For when I pray, before me
My foes, confounded, fly.
If Christ, my Head and Master,
Befriend me from above,
What foe or what disaster
Can drive me from His love?


This I believe, yea, rather,
Of this I make my boast,
That God is my dear Father,
The Friend who loves me most,
And that, whate’er betide me,
My Savior is at hand
Thro’ stormy seas to guide me
And bring me safe to land.


Passages


Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.
Psalm 50:15


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be


carried  into the midst of the sea; though its waters roar and be troubled,
though the mountains shake with its swelling. Psalm 46:1-3
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What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He


not with Him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:31-32


For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, 


nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39


Inner Aim
Believe in Jesus without a doubt.


Your Turn - List the six miracles of Jesus in this story. Explain how these make you feel.


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


Prayer
 
Lord Jesus, 


I am happy to know that You care for me. I look at how You took care of
the disciples on the boat so long ago. I know that You keep me safe too. Thank
You for this and all things. Amen.
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Jesus Walking on the Sea
Matthew 14:22-33; Mark 6:45-52; John 6:15-21


If you know a storm is coming, where should you be?
Where is it safest?


In this story, the Lord caused the disciples to be out on
a boat in a storm to teach them and us a lesson.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Your Word calls us to believe in
Your promises.  Your Word gives us many examples of
Your power to do the humanly impossible in order to
help those who trust in You.  Strengthen our faith in You
and Your Son Jesus Christ our Savior, that we may
firmly believe all that You have told us and promised
us without doubting.  When we are afraid, remind us of Your protection; when You ask us to
do difficult things, give us courage to step forward without doubts, knowing that You alone
can be trusted in every need.  If doubts distract our faith, rescue us when we call for Your
help.  We pray with trust in You, who spared not Your own Son but delivered Him up to be our
Savior.  Amen.


The Story


Therefore when Jesus perceived that they
were about to come and take Him by force to
make Him king, He immediately made His
disciples get into the boat and go before Him to
the other side, to Bethsaida.  Jesus sent the
multitudes away, and departed again to the
mountain by Himself to pray.


Now when evening came, the boat was
in the middle of the sea; and He was alone on
the land.  The boat was being tossed by the
waves, for the wind was contrary.  Jesus saw
them straining at rowing, for the wind was
against them.


Now about the fourth watch of the night
He came to them, walking on the sea, and 
would have passed them by.  They had rowed
about three or four miles when they saw Jesus


walking on the sea drawing near to the
boat.  When they saw Him, they supposed it
was a ghost, and were troubled, saying, “It is
a ghost!”  And they cried out for fear.  But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“Be of good cheer!  It is I; do not be afraid.”


And Peter answered Him and said,
“Lord, if it is You, command me to come to
You on the water.”


So He said, “Come.”  And when Peter
had come down out of the boat, he walked
on the water to go to Jesus.  But when he
saw that the wind was boisterous, he was
afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out,
saying, “Lord, save me!”


And immediately Jesus stretched out
His hand and caught him, and said to him,







New Testament 2  Jesus Walks on Sea - Level 4


“O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”
The disciples willingly received Him into


the boat, and immediately the wind ceased.
Immediately the boat was at the land where
they were going.  And they were greatly
amazed in themselves beyond measure, and


marveled.  Then those who were in the boat
came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You
are the Son of God.”  For they had not
understood about the loaves, because their
heart was hardened.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions about the story.


1.  What did the people want to make Jesus?


2.  To what city were the disciples going?


3.  What was Jesus doing on the mountain?


4.  What kind of boat were the disciples using?


5.  At what time is it during the fourth watch?


6.  What did the disciples think Jesus was?


7.  Which disciple asked to walk on the water with Jesus?


8.  Why did he start to sink?


9.  What happened when Jesus got into the boat?


10.  Where were they when Jesus entered the boat?


11.  What did the disciples say to worship Him?


Outer Aim
Jesus walked on water to help His disciples.
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Discussion Questions
1.  Why did Jesus go alone to the mountain to pray?


2.  Why should we pray?


3.  Why do you think Jesus came to them this way–walking on the water?


4.  What does this miracle of stopping the waves show about Jesus?


5.  How should we feel when we are in a dangerous situation?  How should we act?


6.  What can we learn from this story?


Passages


Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me. Psalm 50:15


God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;


 though its waters roar and be troubled, 
though the mountains shake with its swelling. Psalm 46:1-3


What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 


how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Romans 8:31-32


For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39


Inner Aim
Believe in Jesus without a doubt.
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Hymn
Look at Hymn 528. Look carefully at the upper left corner of the page. You will see this hymn
is based on Romans 8:31-39. Read these verses in Romans. Give reasons how this hymn
explains these verses from Romans.


Your Turn - List the six miracles of Jesus in this story. Write the reference of the verse in
Matthew, Mark, or John in which you find the miracle.


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


Prayer - Write a prayer that fits our story today.





		walkonwaternotes

		walkonwater1

		walkonwater2

		walkonwater3

		walkonwater4
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STORY 8/4/03


Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-16


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, You have richly blessed our land so that our bodily needs appear to be easily 
provided.  Yet so often we take these blessings for granted and forget that You provide them and not 
we ourselves.  Prevent our pride from failing to turn to You if we think we lack for any material need.  
Help me to show my students through my life as well as by this lesson, that we can trust in You to provide
for us, even if we don't see how You will do it. But also may we learn to think not only of our bodily needs
but also of our spiritual needs.  In Your Word You have provided food for our faith so that we trust in Jesus. 
For You have sent Jesus as our substitute to take the punishment of our sins upon Himself so that we are
forgiven and can live in eternity with You.  Though our eyes may not see, may we trust in Thee, to whom we
pray, for everything today, Amen. 


VOCABULARY
Denarii - a silver coin worth roughly a quarter in today's money.  (see Rupprecht figures for 1947)


OUTER AIM
Jesus showed his love and mercy to more than 5000 people by feeding them both body and soul.


INNER AIM
God provides for our physical and spiritual needs.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 193-200)
Jesus had sent out His disciples to preach in Judea and they had returned with news of all that they had 
done.  Also Jesus heard that John the Baptizer had been beheaded by Herod..  After these things, Jesus 
tried to be alone with His disciples to rest.  Jesus had crossed to the northeast side of the Sea of Galilee. 
(Rupprecht p. 194)  This miracle is the only event of Jesus' ministry, other than His suffering and death, 
which is recorded by all four evangelists.  The feeding of the 5,000 proved to be a watershed in Jesus' 
ministry.  When He would not be their “bread-king,” the majority of the people no longer followed Him.
Mark 6:30-32 (Luke 9:10)
< Jesus attempted to give His disciples and Himself a much needed break in these hectic times of His


ministry.  
< Mark tells us that they didn't even have a chance to eat (v.31) because of all the activity.
vs. 33-34
< But the people heard where Jesus and the disciples were going and arrived on foot even before they


had gotten there.  
< Jesus, despite the physical need to rest "was moved with compassion for them because they were like


sheep not having a shepherd."  Jesus saw their great need for spiritual guidance since they weren't
getting it elsewhere.  


< So He again began to teach them about the kingdom of God (Luke) and to heal their diseases.
John 6:2
< The miracles (signs) had the purpose of identifying Jesus as the promised Messiah; however, they had


the effect of becoming more important than the person to whom they pointed.  The people came to
Jesus to satisfy their own physical needs.
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v. 3
< Jesus had tried to find an isolated spot to rest.  It also gave Him a vantage point from which to see the


large crowds gathered to see and hear Him.


v. 4
< This detail places the time of the event in the second year of Jesus' public ministry.  
< A year later He would be crucified.
v. 5
< The other evangelists show that Jesus taught late into the day.  
< The disciples urged Jesus to send the crowds away to find food and lodging for the night. 
<  In this verse we see Jesus' reply directed toward Phillip but also to the other disciples.  He wanted them


to consider ways to feed the people.
v. 6
< Jesus questioned Phillip and eventually the other disciples to get them to see how their thoughts were


directed not toward faith in God, but to human means.
v. 7
< Phillip's answer shows that he could see only the money that they might have been able to gather among


themselves.  
< But he felt that with so many (perhaps over 20,000 people) they couldn't buy enough bread.
vs. 8-9
< Andrew's answer, although helpful, was also limited by human thinking.  
< He had looked beyond the money, to other people, but still hadn't seen Jesus' ability.  
< So, he too thought they couldn't perform the task the Lord gave them.
v. 10
< So Jesus set out to show them what they should have realized themselves.  He could provide.  
< The other gospels note that they had the people sit in ranks of 50 men.  This allowed them to see how


many people there were.  Notice also the count is only of the men, not of women and children who were
also there (Matthew).


v. 11
< Jesus took what was available, prayed in thanksgiving for what was provided, and had the disciples


distribute the bread and the fish.  And they had enough to feed all those people, as much as the people
wanted to eat! 


< The before meal prayer of thanksgiving and blessing is a good example to follow.
v. 12
< When everyone was full (not just the edges of their hunger satisfied, but full) Jesus told His disciples to


gather what remained so that it wouldn't be wasted.  (Note Jesus' concern that we don't waste what He
provides.)


v. 13
< The quantities of leftovers impressively demonstrated Jesus' ability to provide more than enough food for


the people.
v. 14
< The people too recognized the miracle that had taken place.  
< They thought that He could very well be the Prophet that Moses had prophesied would come


(Deuteronomy. 18:15, see also John 7:40f).







Jesus Feeds 5000 - Teacher’s Notes Page 3


v. 15
< But Jesus knew that many of the people began to think of Him as only a provider of physical food and


bodily needs, not as their Savior.  
< See what happened the following day: John 6:22-71, especially 66.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, we so easily fail to appreciate the food and clothing and other rich blessings that You 
provide to keep our bodies alive.  Give us wisdom to use those blessings with thankfulness and without 
wastefulness.  Help us to trust in You to continue to meet those needs even if we can't see how You will do it. 
But, also lift our eyes beyond our bodily needs to trust in You for our greater needs, those of 
our souls.  Lead us often to repent of our sins and to trust in You for forgiveness.  Don't let us take that 
forgiveness lightly but rather help us to appreciate that You purchased our forgiveness with Your own 
life by dying on the cross for our sakes.  For then we will also give thanks for our Salvation as we pray 
in faith to You.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


ACTIVITY ONE - WHO REMEMBERS THE STORY?
Teacher, read the following questions and answers to the class one set at a time, and have the students circle
the letter of the right answer.  Alternatively, read all the answers, then have the pupils raise their hands for the
correct answer as you read the answers a second time.  After each question, give the right answer.  Do this as a
game, rather than as a quiz.  This also provides review/reteach opportunities.


ACTIVITY TWO - ART WORK - Teacher, have the students draw pictures illustrating the following themes
(You may wish to prepare in advance a few “outline” pictures for coloring in, in case some pupils balk at
drawing their own): Note that #4 is not a theme.


APPLICATIONS
1. We need to learn what the disciples learned from Jesus.  Our sinful pride tries to make us believe the we


can and must provide for our bodies by ourselves.  The Lord says that it is He who provides. (Psalm
145:15-16; Matthew 6:31-34)  God gives us food, clothing, goods and home.  He usually does this
through natural means, giving parents the strength and ability to work.  He gives us doctors and nurses
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and medicine and hospitals to help us when we are sick.  We must learn to trust in Him to provide
sufficient earthly blessings for our daily needs.  Although we need to be good stewards with what He
gives us, we must NOT trust in the blessings themselves.  What are some ways that we can show God
that we appreciate what He has given to us?  (Pray before and after meals and use His gifts without
wasting them)


2. Jesus also, and more importantly, provides for our souls.  He was disappointed that the people began to
think of Him only for their bodily needs.  He had come to be their Savior, to suffer and die for them as
their substitute so that their sins would be forgiven and they would have eternal life.  Although we can
trust in God for our bodily needs, we also need to trust Him daily for our spiritual needs.  In faith, we can
show we appreciate His work as our Savior by praying daily and often for His forgiveness of our sins and
not "wasting" His forgiveness by sinning against Him.


3. Jesus gave His disciples a test or difficulty for their faith in order to strengthen their faith.  He used the
lack of physical solutions to help them grow spiritually.  They learned to trust more confidently in Jesus,
rather than to look only to themselves or to what their senses could perceive.  (Proverbs 3:5-6).


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Explain the meaning of this Scripture (“the miracles performed by Jesus prove that He is truly the Son of God,
and our Savior from sin”), and spend five minutes helping the children to memorize it.


Lower
Psalms 145:15-16 -  The eyes of all look expectantly to You, and You give them their food in due season. 
You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.


Middle any of the above and...
Proverbs 3:5-6 -  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.


Upper any of the above and...
Matthew 6:31-33  - Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What
shall we wear?' For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that 
you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.


HYMN CHOICES
"Praise God, From Whom all Blessings Flow" (TLH #644)
"The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll not Want" (TLH #436)
"All Depends on Our Possessing" (TLH #425:1-3,5)
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STORY 8/20/2002


Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - Matthew 14:13-21, Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-16


TEACHER PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON
Before  Sunday:
1. Pray for understanding of the lesson, and for the God-given wisdom that will enable you to


teach it to your students in a manner well-pleasing to the Lord, and edifying to the pupils
(James 1:5: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him”).


2. Read through the passages listed above.  Since each of the evangelists records portions of the
miracle pertinent to a particular audience and purpose in writing, the “whole picture” can only
be obtained by reading all four accounts.


3. Carefully read over the Background section below.  If you have questions (whether about
content or methods of presentation), consult with your pastor.  


An effective technique for mentally retaining the information, so that you can teach the lesson
proficiently on Sunday, is to pause after you have read each paragraph or so, and (without
looking back) paraphrase the content of that paragraph.  Re-read the notes as necessary, until
you are confident that you understand the material, and can explain it to your students.


The material in the Background section is written for an adult level of understanding, and
contains much more material than what you will present to your class on Sunday.  However, it
is important that your understanding of the material goes well beyond just what you will
present on Sunday.  This additional information enables you to respond to questions that may
come from the students, and also strengthens you in your own understanding of God’s Word.


4. Review the Students’ Materials, considering how to present this content to your particular
class.  Different groups of students (e.g., a Sunday School class composed entirely of
Christian Day School students as contrasted to one of all public school children) will require
somewhat different presentations.


5. For this particular lesson, decide whether you will prepare samples of barley loaves like the
ones Jesus used in this miracle.  There is a recipe included with the lesson materials, at the
end of the Teacher’s Notes.  If you do decide to prepare these loaves, allow time to do so
Saturday night or very early Sunday morning.  Making these barley loaves probably will not
give the students any greater understanding of the point of the lesson; but it will most certainly
make it more memorable for them.


Sunday Morning:


1. Offer thanks to the Lord that you have been granted the blessing of being able to be a co-
worker with Him in this ministry, as well as a prayer of petition for His blessings upon your
students as you proclaim His Word.  Remember in this prayer not only the students as a group,
but also any individual students with particular needs or difficulties.  Remember also James
1:5.


2. Review the lesson materials.


3. Get to church in time to set up your classroom as needed, and to greet the students as they
arrive.







1 Of the thirty-three miracles of the Lord, this is the only one which is reported in all four Gospel accounts.
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Vocabulary:


Note below any words from the story that you think your students might need to have explained.  Define
these words, and also give any other preparatory concept explanation you feel might be beneficial to your
class, before presenting the lesson.


Words/Concepts to be explained:


A. v. 7, “Two hundred denarii” One denarius equals approximately 17¢ in today’s American money, so
the 200 denarii mentioned by Philip would be equal to about $34.  Read the notes under verse 7 for
the significance of this statement by Philip.


B. v. 9, “five barley loaves” These were flat, thin, slightly crispy, round sheets of barley bread. 
See the footnote on this in the Background section in connection with vv. 8&9.  Note also that there
is a recipe for these barley loaves included at the end of these Teacher’s Notes, in case you wish to
bake some for use with this lesson.


C. Other words or concepts to be explained:


OUTER AIM


Jesus multiplies five loaves of barley bread, and two fish, to abundantly feed 5,000 people.


INNER AIM


The deeds Jesus performed in His earthly ministry reveal and confirm that He is the Messiah, the promised
Savior of the world, Whose righteous life and atoning death have accomplished our eternal salvation.


BACKGROUND


Review the following commentary (the verse numbers refer to the 6th chapter of The Gospel According to John)
as part of your personal preparation for the teaching of this lesson.


vv. 1-4 


This miracle1 occurred near the end of the second year of Jesus’ public ministry, shortly before the third
Passover of that ministry.  Thus, this miracle was performed in the spring of the year, which accords
exactly with the description of the location as being an area of lush grass (Mt. 14:19, Mk. 6:39, Jn.
6:10).


At this time, Jesus was well-known and extremely popular in Galilee.  Indeed, He found it difficult to avoid
drawing large crowds wherever He went.  Unfortunately, as John notes (6:2), the motive of the people
in thronging to Jesus was “...because they saw His signs which He performed on those who were
diseased.”  Tragically, the popularity of Jesus with most of the people was due to the material
blessings incidental to His ministry, rather than having to do with matters of forgiveness of sins,
righteousness before God, and true religion.  In other words, The interest of most people who came to
Jesus was not in the Kingdom of God, but in earthly benefits.  They were ready (especially after this
miracle) to proclaim Jesus as the Messiah—indeed, they would be willing to do so by force, if







2 Luke records (9:10) that this place belonged to the city called Bethsaida, but this  Bethsaida is not the same one as
Bethsaida of Galilee, the city from which Peter, Andrew, and Philip hailed.  Bethsaida of Galilee was on the western
side of the Sea of Galilee, and this place where Jesus performed the miracle of the Feeding of the 5,000 was a desert
area on the northeast side of the sea, near a different city which was also called Bethsaida.  At this time of year
(spring, near the Passover), this uncultivated plain near the mouth of the Jordan would have had tall, green grass,
exactly as described in the Biblical narration.
3 Jesus probably asked Philip this question before starting to minister to the people, so that while Jesus was
ministering (i.e., healing and teaching), Philip and the other apostles could consider what they knew of the Messiah,
and apply this knowledge to Jesus in the present situation
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necessary (Jn. 6:15)—but they did not understand the true nature and ministry of the Messiah.


Jesus, along with the twelve apostles, crossed the Sea of Galilee from west to east, to a “desert
place”;2 there to withdraw from the crowds and the pressures of His public ministry for a short time. 
In his commentary on St. John’s Gospel, R.C.H. Lenski says, “St. Mark, indeed, gives another as the
immediate motive, namely, that the Apostles, who were just returned from their mission, might have
time at once for bodily and spiritual refreshment, might not be always in a crowd, always ministering
to others, never to themselves.”  Also, John the Baptist had just been murdered, and this additional
stress added to the need for quietude and calm in the lives of Jesus and the apostles.


Many people of Galilee saw Jesus and His disciples leave, and—anticipating their
destination—spread the word.  When Jesus and the disciples arrived on the other side of the lake,
multitudes of people were already there, waiting for Him.  Although the presence of this crowd
entirely defeated the purposes for which Jesus and the disciples had traveled to the area, Jesus
nonetheless graciously received the multitudes, taught them, and healed the sick.


vv. 5&6 Although the masses of people came to Jesus primarily to benefit from miracles of healing such
as they knew He had previously performed, the Lord ministered to more than just their bodily needs. 
Matthew records that Jesus healed them, Mark notes that Jesus taught them, and Luke gives the
complete account, recording that Jesus “...spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those
who had need of healing.”  John, assuming his readers’ familiarity with the other accounts, doesn’t
mention the teaching and healing at all.  He, instead, records the question Jesus asked Philip,3 and
then mentions that the question was asked as a test, since “...He Himself knew what He would do.”


This incident concerning Philip is found only in the Gospel of St. John, even though the miracle itself
is found in all four gospels.  It is included, perhaps, to keep us from concluding that the disciples,
rather than Jesus, were the ones who took the initiative in addressing the approaching need.  Here in
John, we learn that Jesus thought about this need already when the crowds first began to form.


Seeing the large number of people coming to Him, Jesus asked Philip (who would, of course, repeat
the question to the others), “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”  As already noted, Jesus
knew how He was going to supply the need.  His purpose in asking this question was to test the
apostles, by getting them to consider the situation, and then apply to it what they knew of Him.  They
failed the test.


What should Philip (and the others) have answered?  Here was Jesus, performing miracles of healing. 
They knew also of His other miracles, including the miracle at Cana, where Jesus changed water to
wine—a very large quantity of wine.  Should not the application of this knowledge have been for the
disciples to have had complete confidence in the Lord’s ability and willingness to meet also this
need?


There’s an even more important reason why the apostles should have had confidence that Jesus would







4 This is what is known as an “argument from the lesser to the greater.”  For example, if Jim is known to be much
stronger than Fred, and if Fred can bench press a 150-pound weight, then certainly Jim can be expected to be able to
bench press a heavier weight.  In this case, the argument is that since the Messiah (Jesus) is greater than Moses and
the prophets, and since Moses and the prophets performed works of miraculous feeding, so the Messiah could do all
this and more.
5 This response, by the way, seems to be quite common when the weakness of our faith keeps us from acting in a
manner consistent with our confession.  e.g., “Right.  I’ll tithe, and we’ll simply live on air instead of food.”
6 One denarius equals approximately 17¢, so the entire amount was about $34.  However, one denarius was a day’s
pay for a laborer, so this was equivalent to about 9 months’ worth of pay, using our average of 22½ working days per
month.
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meet all their needs, including the feeding of this large crowd of people.  Philip had previously
(John 1:45) confessed that Jesus was the Messiah foretold by Moses and the prophets.  Indeed, it
very well may have been this recognition by Philip that explains why Jesus posed the question to him. 
Recognizing that Jesus was the promised Messiah, and realizing that the Messiah was greater than
Moses and the prophets, Philip and the others should have applied this to their present situation in
answer to the question posed by Jesus to come to the conclusion that the Messiah can do more than
Moses and the prophets did.4


In connection with this impending need and how it might be met, Philip should have remembered that
Moses had given the people bread from heaven in the wilderness, the prophet Elijah had caused the
jar of flour of the widow in Zarephath to remain full (I Kings 17:10-16), and the prophet Elisha had
also fed many with little (II Kings 4:42-44).  The application is clear:  Jesus, the Messiah, could
certainly do more than Moses, Ellijah, and Elisha.  He could meet the need of feeding these people in
Galilee.


Philip and the others did not make this application.  They did not recognize that Jesus, the Son of
God, the same One about Whom the Psalmist says, “The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest
them their meat in due season.  Thou openest thing hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing,” the One Who has sustained all things from the creation of the world, could certainly this day
feed these few thousand people.


v. 7 Rather than exercising and applying their faith to arrive at this conclusion, the disciples thought
of nothing beyond their natural human (in)ability in connection with the need.  Their response was to
repeat Philip’s earlier observation, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give
them something to eat?”  (Mark 6:37)   There is, in this reply, a faithlessness bordering on sarcasm.5 
Note how this doubt of the Lord’s ability to do what His Word implies sounds so much like the
wavering Moses in the wilderness, who—in spite of the many miracles he had seen—still had
vestiges of human doubtfulness and lack of confidence in the Lord’s promises.  Moses, doubting how
God could possibly fulfill His promise to provide food for Israel in the wilderness, asked, “Shall
flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to provide enough for them?  Or shall all the fish of the sea
be gathered together for them, to provide enough for them?”  (Numbers 11:22)  The disciples asked,
“Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give them something to eat?” 
(Mark 6:37)  The parallel is striking.


Philip estimates the lowest possible cost—only enough that would give each person “a little
something” rather than to actually feed them or satisfy their hunger.  Yet even this minimum amount,
approximately 200 denarii, was much more than Jesus and the disciples had.  Philip is responding to
the Lord’s question by stating that the need greatly exceeded their ability to meet it.6  The point, of
course, is to emphasize that even if there had been some place nearby where a large quantity of food







7 These were cooked fish, οψαρια, such as the cooked salt fish most commonly used in this region as a condiment of
bread.  Raw fish—such as those caught by a fisherman, or those for sale in a market—would have required the use of
the word ιχθυεζ.  The boy with the bread and fish was apparently a vendor, who had brought this small supply
(although more than one person would have brought, if it had been only for himself) of fish and loaves for the
purpose of selling them.


Note:  This “bread” was not loaves such as we use.  The artoi were flat, thin (about 1½”), round sheets of barley
bread that were baked until almost crisp.  They were used by the poorer classes of people.  Pieces were broken off,
and often used in lieu of plates, sort of like a thick cracker, for food such as broiled fish.
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could be bought, they wouldn’t have had enough money to do so anyway.  Meeting the need was
impossible, humanly speaking, for two reasons:  (1) there was no place nearby where such a quantity
of food could be purchased, and  (2) even if there were such a place, the disciples did not have
anywhere near as much money as doing so would have cost.


Jesus’ purpose in asking Philip where bread might be obtained for so many was to make them realize
that meeting this need in the way they were thinking was impossible, and so they should turn their
thoughts in a different direction.


vv. 8&9 Jesus had told the disciples to find out how much food was there among the people (Mark 6:38). 
Here in John 6:8f, Andrew reports the answer.  There was a boy who had five loaves and two fish
(presumably to sell).7  However, Andrew also adds the expression of hopelessness: “...but what are
they among so many?”  In effect, he is saying, “That won’t work, there’s not enough.”  The disciples
apparently thought that Jesus had in mind to pool the available food, and all share.


What would Jesus make of such a small supply of food, when the need was so great and the
possibility of obtaining more nonexistent?  In connection with his commentary on this miracle, noting
the weakness of the disciples’ faith, Chrysostom quotes Psalm 78:19:  “Yes, they spoke against God: 
They said, ‘Can God prepare a table in the wilderness?’”  Chrysostom suggests that this Psalm is a
Messianic prophecy, fulfilled in this event, and also notes how fittingly this wilderness location, and
the lush early spring grass, fit the Psalmist’s picture.  It is also worth noting that the failure of the
apostles to apply their faith to their actions (that is, although they knew Jesus to be the promised
Messiah, they still did not act in this situation according to that knowledge) did not prevent Jesus
from nonetheless abundantly supplying the need.  Such is the grace of our Savior.


Five loaves and two fish was not much food, and it was the type of food eaten by the poorest classes
of people.  Barley was of significantly less value than wheat.  At the time of Elisha, barley was worth
only half the value of wheat (II Kings 7:1), and in the New Testament era, it was worth approximately
one third the value of wheat (Revelation 6:6).  However, the faithful know that God can do much
with little.  In fact, these five barley loaves cannot help but remind us of the dream of the Midianites
and the Amalekites that was overheard by Gideon and Purah.  (Judges 7:9-15)  This dream signified
how the Lord would use the seemingly inadequate force of Gideon’s 300 soldiers—represented by a
lowly loaf of barley bread—to meet and overcome what seemed to be an overwhelming need.  Here
in the wilderness of Bethsaida, Jesus would use the seemingly inadequate supply of five barley loaves
and two fish to meet and overcome the hunger of over 5,000 people.


v. 10 The Matthew account records that Jesus told the disciples to bring the bread and fish to Him, which







8 The NKJV is an especially good translation here.  Most English translations fail to observe the different words used
in the Greek to distinguish between people (including women and children) and men.  The NKJV accurately notes
that Jesus had the disciples make the people (τουσ  ανθρωπουσ) sit down, and that the men (οι  ανδρεσ) numbered
about 5,000.
9 Errorists are always trying to make Christianity either libertine or pietistic.  These are opposite errors, addressed
also by Jesus against the whining errorists of His day (Matthew 11:17-20, Luke 7:32-34).
10 Richard Chenevix Trench,  Notes on the Miracles and the Parables of Our Lord   (Westwood, NJ.:  Fleming H.
Revell Company, 1953)
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means they were to buy them from the boy.  Jesus then told them to have the people8 sit down. 
Mark’s account hints how the estimate of 5,000 could be made with a degree of accuracy:  the men
were grouped in ranks of 100’s and 50’s.  This orderly seating, with rows between, also facilitated the
serving of so many.  Even in the performance of a miracle, God is a God of order, not confusion.


v. 11 Notice the utter simplicity of the inspired account.  There was no long, pretentious,
Pharasaical ceremony.  Jesus took the fish and loaves, gave thanks, and distributed the food.


Note well the contrast between Philip’s estimate that a minimum amount of food might be purchased
for 200 denarii; compared to what Jesus did in giving to everyone “as much as they wanted.”  Jesus
does not skimp.  This reminds us of the verse from Hymn 459, “Thou art coming to a king, /   Large
petitions with thee bring; /  For His grace and power are such /  None can ever ask too much.”  We
might also remember the first miracle Jesus performed, where in changing the water into wine at the
wedding in Cana, the ruler of the feast pronounced that wine to be in every way superior, and
expressed surprise that the “best wine” wasn’t served first.  A false asceticism9 has no part in genuine,
Biblical Christianity.


v. 12 Note the use of the aorist verb “were filled.”  Each person ate all he could.  Note also that
even with all this abundance, nothing is to be wasted.  This careful avoidance of waste is not the point
of the story; but it does incidentally offer us a glimpse into one facet of the Biblical principle of
stewardship: a profusion of material blessings is not something that should lead to careless disregard
in connection with the proper use of those blessings.


This gathering up of the extra food has additional significance:  the purpose of Jesus’ ministry is not
to provide an endless supply of material needs.  If it were, there would have been no point in saving
the “leftovers,” since Jesus could have merely continued to miraculously provide whatever additional
food was needed, whenever it was needed.  We should avoid the trap of trivializing this miracle of
our Lord by thinking of its primary application in terms of the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer
(“Give us this day our daily bread”).  Jesus is not to be viewed (as the people who were fed on this
day saw Him) as a “bread king.”


The miracle has significance beyond just the meeting of a fleeting, temporal need.  The “point” of the
miracle was not that we can trust Jesus to supply our material needs (we can do so, of course; but that
is not the point of the event).  This was much more; it was a sign (not just a supernatural work; but
one which signifies some particular truth), by means of which the Savior was revealing and
confirming His identity and mission as the Messiah.  Trench10 says, “Thus He, all whose works were
‘signs,’ embodied and visible words, did in this miracle proclaim Himself the true bread of the world,
the unexhausted and inexhaustible upholder of all life, in whom there should be enough and to spare
for the spiritual needs of all hungering souls in all ages.”







11 St. Mark is the only evangelist who mentions that these “leftover” fragments included fish as well as the bread.
12 “Accordingly, the humiliation of Christ consists in this, that He refrained, during His earthly life, from the full use
(χρησιζ) of the divine glory communicated to His human nature.”  (Pieper)   


   “This majesty He always had according to the personal union, and yet He abstained from it in the state of His
humiliation, and on this account truly increased in all wisdom and favor with God and men; therefore He exercised
His majesty, not always, but when it pleased Him, until after His resurrection He entirely laid aside the form of a
servant, but not the nature, and was established in the full use, manifestation, and declaration of the divine majesty.”  
(Formula of Concord, Trigl. 821, Epit., VIII, 16)
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After the crowd had eaten all it wished, twelve baskets (one for each Apostle) of fragments were
gathered up.11  St. John records that it was the Lord Himself Who commanded that these pieces be
gathered up, and he also records the reason:  “...so that nothing is lost.”  “He who had but now shown
Himself God, again submits Himself to the laws and conditions of his life upon earth, so that, as in
the miracle itself his power, in this command his humility, shines eminently forth.”  (Trench)   In His
earthly ministry, Jesus was in His State of Humiliation (exinanition).  After using His divine power in
the performance of this sign, He once again sets aside the use of His almighty power, in order to
fulfill His office as our Redeemer, taking our place under the Law.12  This miracle was performed to
signify that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the everlasting God, with power and majesty.  It was not
performed for the trifling purpose of meeting a fleeting, temporal need; nor would Jesus continue to
provide physical food in this miraculous manner.  Therefore, Jesus told His disciples to gather up the
remaining pieces, which would be used to meet future needs.


These remaining pieces greatly exceeded the original stock from which Jesus performed the miracle,
thus being a visible symbol of that Christian giving which increases, rather than diminishes, the
wealth of the giver (cf. Prov. 11:24 & 25).  There is, perhaps, another reason why the Scriptures
record the fact that twelve baskets of bread and fish pieces remained after everyone had eaten his fill: 
the existence of these “leftovers” removed any possible objection from doubters who had not been
present at the event that something akin to “mass hysteria” had caused the people to be deluded into
falsely thinking a miracle had taken place.  The “leftovers” formed tangible evidence, observable and
undeniable to anyone who cared to investigate the matter, that the reported event had, in fact,
occurred.


v. 13 In this one verse, John juxtaposes the twelve baskets of “leftovers” with the five loaves from which
they were produced.  This underscores the fact that the amount remaining after all the people had
eaten their fill was much more than the amount with which they started.


V 14 John adds this (“Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, ‘This is
of a truth that prophet that should come into the world’”), which the synoptists leave out.  Matthew,
Mark, and Luke record that after gathering the leftovers, Jesus had His disciples return by boat back
across the Sea of Galilee, while He remained and dismissed the people, and then went up on a
mountain to pray.  John’s Gospel, alone, reveals the thoughts of the people about Jesus, because
John’s inspired purpose is to show how opposition to the true ministry of Jesus developed also now in
Galilee.  


These people were like many today who try to make Christ and Christianity serve their own







13 For example, there are some who fashion Jesus as a revolutionary,  others as a pacifist, yet others as an antinomian,
and many who portray Him as merely an example for us to follow.  All of these opinions are chosen in preference to
believing the truth: that Jesus is the Son of God, Whose perfect righteousness is imputed to us, and Whose sacrificial
death has washed away our sins, redeeming us from sin, death, and the devil.
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purposes13 rather than recognizing His true nature and ministry.  These people were ready—even
extremely eager—to embrace and follow Jesus, so long as He led them on the path of their own
choosing!  So it is also with many today.  Jesus, however, both then and now, will have nothing to do
with that kind of “discipleship.”


Take special note of the use of the word σηµειον (sign). A sign is a deed that signifies something
more than its own performance.  A sign points beyond itself to something to which it attests.  This is
more than just “miracle,” a deed that produces wonder.  A sign goes beyond that.  It has ethical force.
This sign points to Who Jesus is; but the people didn’t look beyond the miracle of bread and fish.  At 
most, they saw it as indicating that Jesus could meet their earthly needs.  They wanted a king to
overthrow the Romans, and to restore Israel to prominence and prosperity.


The Greek uses the imperfect tense, “...they were saying” in verse 14, rather than the simple past
(“said”) chosen by the NKJV translators.  The imperfect tense of the Greek suggests an ongoing
condition, rather than a completed action.


“The prophet who is to come into the world.”  (compare John 1:21 and Deut. 18:15)  This is a
Messianic designation, but the people misperceived the nature and work of the promised Messiah. 
After this miracle, the people planned to take Jesus—against His will, if necessary—to Jerusalem,
and there proclaim Him their king.  Jesus therefore withdrew from them before they made this
attempt.


STUDENT PRAYER


After the presentation of the lesson, lead the students in prayer.  Include petitions that we might at all times
remember that Jesus proved through His miraculous works that He is the promised Messiah, Who has
delivered us from sin, death, and the devil.  Include also petitions that we may, with the help of God,
confidently apply this truth in all areas of our lives (unlike the disciples, who recognized that Jesus is
the Messiah, but who sometimes did not apply that truth in the “difficult” situations in their lives).


PRESENTATION


Tell the story in your own words, tailoring the vocabulary, concept presentation, and background information to
the level of your particular class.  Levels 3 and 4 could read the story from the student folder; but if
you choose this method, it is recommended that you have volunteers  read the material aloud, for the
entire class to hear.


APPLICATIONS


1. The apostles, in this instance, failed to apply what they knew about Jesus (that He is the promised
Messiah, the almighty Son of God, gracious and merciful to His people) to the difficulty that
confronted them (feeding the hungry crowd).  So also, we sometimes may fail to rely on the Savior,
and to confidently follow the principles of His Word, when we are confronted with problems to
which we do not see an obvious solution.
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This lesson should remind us that at all times and in all circumstances, the Lord will cause all things
to “...work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose.”  (Romans 8:28)  We, therefore, need never fear to apply in our daily lives that faith which
we profess with our mouths.


2. The Name of Jesus is often mis-used.  There are those (like the crowds who came to Jesus only
because they wanted to benefit from His miracles of healing, or who were willing to follow Him only
because they thought that He would be an earthly, political leader of Israel) who claim to be His
followers, but whose perception of His person and work is entirely wrong.  They often speak in what
sounds like favorable terms about Jesus, but they see Him only as a moral example, or no more than
another prophet, or as a fighter for human rights and dignity.   We must remember that Jesus is the
Son of God, and that the primary focus of His ministry was spiritual:  He came to save sinners, that
we might have eternal life.


3. Jesus not only supplies all our needs, His providence is abundant (cf. v. 11 commentary). 
Nonetheless, part of proper stewardship of the Lord’s gifts involves not wasting what He provides (cf.
commentary on vv. 12 & 13).


4. The miracles of Jesus (as also the fulfilled prophecies of Scripture) provide “signs” that reveal and
confirm His Person and Word.  Our faith is not a product of human speculation; the content of that
faith is revealed by God, and confirmed by the works Jesus performed.


PASSAGES


These passages can be assigned as memory work, or simply worked in to the lesson presentation.


We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth....     John 1:45


“If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe.  The works
that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.”  John 10:24f


You alone are the Lord; You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and
everything on it, the seas and all that is in them, and you preserve them all.   Nehemiah 9:6


...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.   Matthew
20:28


Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven
and in earth is Yours;  Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head over all.  Both
riches and honor come from You, and You reign over all.  In Your hand is power and might; in Your
hand it is to make great and to give strength to all.   I Chronicles 29:”11&12


Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!  Oh, fear the Lord, you His
saints!  There is no want to those who fear Him.  The young lions lack and suffer hunger; but those
who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing.  Psalm 34:8-10 


HYMN CHOICES


“Come, My Soul, Thy Suit Prepare”  (TLH 459:1-3)


“Thou Art the Way; to Thee Alone” (TLH 355:1-4)


“The Lord My Pasture Shall Prepare” (TLH 368:1-4)
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RECIPE  FOR  BARLEY  BREAD


• 1 cup barley flour (if your local market does not carry barley flour, you can probably find it at health food
stores; especially those that carry “organic” food products)


• 6 tablespoons of sesame oil


• 2 tablespoons of water


• a dash of coarse kosher salt


• sesame seeds (optional, for topping; probably not authentic)


Combine all ingredients, and knead constantly for five to ten minutes, until the dough is somewhat “stretchy.” 
Add a little more oil or water if necessary, remembering that the dough should be somewhat oily.


Roll out the dough on a well-floured (remember, barley flour) board.  For our purposes, it should be
approximately ½" to 1" thick, although you may want to experiment with this.  If you do not have a rolling pin,
simply form small blobs of dough into ½" to 1" thick cakes.  If you wish to make the cakes as uniform as
possible (after all, you don’t want the Sunday School children to get into a fight about who gets the biggest
cake), use the rim of a water tumbler to cut out individual cakes.


If you wish to have sesame seeds on the cakes, oil the tops of the loaves and sprinkle them with the sesame
seeds before baking.  Bake the cakes on an oiled baking tray in a 400/ oven.  How long this will take depends on
the thickness, so keep an eye on the loaves.  Bake until they are lightly browned around the edges.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand - Preschool      1/12/06


Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew 14:13-21;Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


One day, Jesus and His disciples
needed rest, so they traveled in a boat across
the Sea of Galilee to a place where not many
people lived.  They hoped that by doing this
they would be able—at least for a little
while—to avoid the large crowds of people
who always gathered around Jesus in other
parts of Galilee.


When Jesus and His disciples got to
where they were going, they found that many
people had followed them there, too.  Jesus
and the disciples would not be able to rest, as
they had hoped; but instead of becoming
angry, Jesus taught the people about the
Kingdom of God, and He healed those who
were sick.


Jesus knew that soon the crowds of
people would be very hungry, so He tested the
faith of His twelve disciples by asking them
where they could get food, so that all these
crowds of people could eat.  The disciples
knew that they couldn’t buy food for that
many people, but they should have
remembered that Jesus is the Son of God, and
then turned to Him in faith to meet whatever
the needs might be.  Instead, their faith was
weak, and they thought there was no way to
solve the problem.


Jesus knew all along what He would do. 
He performed a miracle.  He took five loaves of
bread, and two broiled fish, and had the
disciples pass them out to the people.  Jesus
caused the bread and fish to increase, so that
when they were all finished, 5,000 men had
eaten all they wanted, and there were still
twelve baskets full of fish and bread left over.


By performing this miracle, Jesus not
only gave His disciples a lesson about faith, He


also proved that He is the Son of God, the
Messiah promised in the Bible, who would save
us from our sins.


Jesus fed five thousand men.


We can trust Jesus to provide food
for us.


Passage
“Give us this day our daily bread.” Matthew
6:11


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #644


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Who Remembers the Story? Teacher, read the
following questions and answers to the class and have the students put their thumb up if the
answer you read is correct; put their thumbs down if incorrect; or they could stand up for the
correct answers.


1. Jesus and His disciples needed rest, so they went to
A. Disneyland.
B. bed.
C. a place where not many people lived.
D. Jerusalem.


2. When Jesus and the disciples got to where they were going,
A. they spent the day resting.
B. many people were already there.
C. they became lost.
D. they went for a hike.


3. Which of the following things did Jesus do?
A. teach the people about the Kingdom of God
B. heal those who were sick
C. perform a miracle to feed all the people
D. tell the crowds to go away, so that He could rest


4. What mistake did the disciples make?
A. they couldn’t catch any fish
B. they tried to sneak away, to get some rest
C. they brought too much food
D. they didn’t trust Jesus to be able feed the people.


5. What great truth should we remember from this lesson?
A. The works Jesus did prove that He is the Son of God.
B. Always take extra food when you go on a trip.
C. The disciples always applied their faith in the right way.
D. Jesus was not popular with the people of Galilee.
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Classroom Art Activity- Teacher, help the students color and decorate the
magnet below. Print their name in the blank side. Put a strip of magnetic tape behind it after
it is decorated. 


*Alternate Activity: Cut out pictures of food, clothing and shelter from magazines. Have the
children glue stick the pictures onto a paper plate. Print the Bible passage on each plate
and decorate as needed.


*Alternate Activity: Use a square of art foam about 3" x 3" (any color), glue the passage, 2
Goldfish or Whales brand crackers; 5 General Mills French Toast Crunch Cereal squares. Eat
the extras for your snack.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew 14:13-21;Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15







2New Testament                                                                                    Jesus Feeds 5000 - Level 1


The Story
One day, Jesus and His


disciples needed rest, so they
traveled in a boat across the
Sea of Galilee to a place where
not many people lived.  They
hoped that by doing this they
would be able—at least for a
little while—to avoid the large
crowds of people who always
gathered around Jesus in other
parts of Galilee.


When Jesus and His
disciples got to where they were
going, they found that many
people had followed them
there, too.  Jesus and the
disciples would not be able to
rest, as they had hoped; but
instead of becoming angry,
Jesus taught the people about
the Kingdom of God, and He
healed those who were sick.


Jesus knew that soon the
crowds of people would be very
hungry, so He tested the faith of
His twelve disciples by asking
them where they could get
food, so that all these crowds of
people could eat.  The disciples


knew that they couldn’t buy
food for that many people, but
they should have remembered
that Jesus is the Son of God,
and then turned to Him in faith
to meet whatever the needs
might be.  Instead, their faith
was weak, and they thought
there was no way to solve the
problem.


Jesus knew all along what
He would do.  He performed a
miracle.  He took five loaves of
bread, and two broiled fish, and
had the disciples pass them out
to the people.  Jesus caused
the bread and fish to increase,
so that when they were all
finished, 5,000 men had eaten
all they wanted, and there were
still twelve baskets full of fish and
bread left over.


By performing this miracle,
Jesus not only gave His disciples
a lesson about faith, He also
proved that He is the Son of
God, the Messiah promised in
the Bible, who would save us
from our sins.


Jesus feeds five thousand men.


We can trust Jesus to provide food for us.
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Activity One - Who Remembers the Story? Teacher, read the following
questions and answers to the class one set at a time, and have the students circle the letter
of the right answer.  Alternatively, read all the answers, then have the pupils raise their hands
for the correct answer as you read the answers a second time.  After each question, give the
right answer.  Do this as a game, rather than as a quiz.  This also provides review/reteach
opportunities.


1. Jesus and His disciples needed rest, so they went to
A. Disneyland.
B. bed.
C. a place where not many people lived.
D. Jerusalem.


2. When Jesus and the disciples got to where they were going,
A. they spent the day resting.
B. many people were already there.
C. they became lost.
D. they went for a hike.


3. Which of the following things did Jesus NOT do?
A. teach the people about the Kingdom of God
B. heal those who were sick
C. perform a miracle to feed all the people
D. tell the crowds to go away, so that He could rest


4. What mistake did the disciples make?
A. they couldn’t catch any fish
B. they tried to sneak away, to get some rest
C. they brought too much food
D. they didn’t simply trust Jesus to be able take care of any need, including


this one (feeding the people)


5. What great truth should we remember from this lesson?
A. The works Jesus did prove that He is the Son of God.
B. Always take extra food when you go on a trip.
C. The disciples always applied their faith in the right way.
D. Jesus was not popular with the people of Galilee.
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Activity Two - Art Work - Teacher, have the students draw pictures illustrating the
following themes (You may wish to prepare in advance a few “outline” pictures for coloring
in, in case some pupils balk at drawing their own):


1. Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 people, using only five barley loaves and two
fish.


2. Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee in a boat.


3. The disciples didn’t know how to solve the problem of feeding so many
people.


4. (Not a “theme”)Draw loaves and fish, showing how many of each Jesus
used to feed 5,000 people.


Passage - Teacher, explain the meaning of this Scripture (“the miracles performed by
Jesus prove that He is truly the Son of God, and our Savior from sin”), and spend five minutes
helping the children to memorize it.


The works that I do in My Father’s name, 
they bear witness of Me. John 10:25


Hymn & Prayer - TLH #644


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.


Amen.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew 14:13-21;Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15
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The Story


One day, Jesus and His disciples
needed rest, so they traveled in a boat
across the Sea of Galilee to a place
where not many people lived.  They
hoped that by doing this they would be
able—at least for a little while—to avoid
the large crowds of people who always
gathered around Jesus in other parts of
Galilee.


Jesus had become very popular
with many of the people of Galilee, but
His popularity was mostly because of
the miracles He performed.  This was
not what Jesus wanted.  He wanted the
people to understand about the
Kingdom of God, and about how He
would suffer and die to pay for the sins
of all people.  Most of the people,
though, were much more interested in
what Jesus would do for their physical
needs than in what He would do for
their spiritual needs.


When Jesus and His disciples
arrived at where they were going, they
found that many people had followed
them there, too.  Jesus and the disciples
would not be able to rest, as they had
hoped; but instead of becoming angry,
Jesus taught the people about the
Kingdom of God, and He healed those
who were sick.


Jesus knew that soon the crowds
of people would be very hungry, so He
tested the faith of His twelve disciples
by asking them where they could get
food, so that all these crowds of people


could eat.  The disciples knew that they
couldn’t buy food for that many
people, but they should have
remembered that Jesus is the Son of
God, and then turned to Him in faith to
meet whatever the needs might be. 
Instead, their faith was weak, and they
thought there was no way to solve the
problem.


Jesus knew all along what He
would do.  He performed a miracle.  He
took five loaves of bread, and two
broiled fish, and had the disciples pass
them out to the people.  Jesus caused
the bread and fish to increase, so that
when they were all finished, 5,000 men
had eaten all they wanted, and there
were still twelve baskets full of fish and
bread left over.


By performing this miracle, Jesus
not only gave His disciples a lesson
about faith, He also proved that He is
the Son of God, the Messiah promised
in the Bible, who would save us from our
sins.  This is what Jesus Himself says
about the purpose of His miracles: 
The works that I do in My Father’s name,
they bear witness of Me. John 10:25


Because the works done by Jesus
prove that He is the Messiah (the Son of
God, promised as the Savior of the
World), we can believe His Word, and
trust Him to forgive our sins, and to also
meet all our true needs.


Jesus feeds five thousand men. 
We can trust Jesus to provide food for us.
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Father’s Me works witness


Activity One - Who remembers the story? - Read the following questions and answers.
Circle the letter of the right answer. 


1. Jesus and His disciples needed rest, so they went to
A. Disneyland.
B. bed.
C. a place where not many people lived.
D. Jerusalem.


2. When Jesus and the disciples got to where they were going,
A. they spent the day resting.
B. many people were already there.
C. they became lost.
D. they went for a hike.


3. Which of the following things did Jesus NOT do?
A. teach the people about the Kingdom of God
B. heal those who were sick
C. perform a miracle to feed all the people
D. tell the crowds to go away, so that He could rest


4. What mistake did the disciples make?
A. they couldn’t catch any fish
B. they tried to sneak away, to get some rest
C. they brought too much food
D. they didn’t simply trust Jesus to be able take care of any need, including this


one (feeding the people)


5. What great truth should we remember from this lesson?
A. The works Jesus did prove that He is the Son of God.
B. Always take extra food when you go on a trip.
C. The disciples always applied their faith in the right way.
D. Jesus was not popular with the people of Galilee.


Passage - Fill in the blanks in the Bible passage, using the words in the box.


The ____________ that I do in My ____________ name, they bear
 ____________ of ____________. John 10:25
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Activity Two - Art work;  draw a picture showing one of the following.


1. Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 people, using only five barley loaves and two fish.


2. Jesus and His disciples crossed the Sea of Galilee in a boat.


3. The disciples didn’t know how to solve the problem of feeding so many people.


4. In feeding 5,000 people, Jesus used two fish and five loaves of bread.


Hymn - TLH #644


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, help us always to remember that You are the


promised Messiah, Who has saved us from our sins, as Your miracles prove. 
We pray that You will send to us the Holy Spirit, to make us strong in the
faith as we study Your Holy Word, so that we will always trust in You to
meet all our needs, no matter what the situation may be.  Amen.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15


Jesus and His disciples are giving food to this
crowd in the picture.


With what else did Jesus feed this crowd that
day?


Prayer


We thank You, Heavenly Father, for
sending Jesus, Your Son, to be our Savior.  We
praise You that both the Person and
teachings of Jesus have been confirmed for
us by the miracles He performed.  Help us, we
pray, always to trust in Him for our salvation,
and for all our needs.  Strengthen our faith by
the working of the Holy Spirit as we study Your
Holy Word,  Amen.


The Story - John 6:1-15


(1) After these things Jesus went
over the Sea of Galilee, which is the
Sea of Tiberias.  (2)  Then a great
multitude followed Him, because
they saw His signs which He
performed on those who were
diseased.  (3)  And Jesus went up on
the mountain, and there He sat with
His disciples.  (4)  Now the Passover,
a feast of the Jews, was near.


(5)  Then Jesus lifted up His eyes,
and seeing a great multitude
coming toward Him, He said to


Philip, “Where shall we buy bread,
that these may eat?”  (6)  But this He
said to test him, for He Himself knew
what He would do.


(7)  Philip answered Him, “Two
hundred denarii worth of bread is
not sufficient for them, that every
one of them may have a little.”


(8)  One of His disciples, Andrew,
Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 
(9)  “There is a lad here who has five
barley loaves and two small fish, but
what are they among so many?”
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(10)  Then Jesus said, “Make the
people sit down.”  Now there was
much grass in the place.  So the men
sat down, in number about five
thousand.  (11)  And Jesus took the
loaves, and when He had given
thanks He distributed them to the
disciples, and the disciples to those
sitting down; and likewise of the fish,
as much as they wanted.


(12)  So when they were filled, He
said to His disciples, “Gather up the
fragments that remain, so that
nothing is lost.”  (13)  Therefore they
gathered them up, and filled twelve


baskets with the fragments of the
five barley loaves which were left
over by those who had eaten.


(14)  Then those men, when they
had seen the sign that Jesus did,
said, “This is truly the Prophet who is
to come into the world.”  (15) 
Therefore when Jesus perceived that
they were about to come and take
Him by force to make Him king, He
departed again to the mountain by
Himself alone.


Outer Aim - Jesus showed his love and mercy to more than 5000 people by
feeding them both body and soul.


What the Lesson Tells Us - Supply short answers to the following questions.


1. Where did Jesus and His disciples go, in order to have a period of rest?


2. When Jesus and the disciples arrived there, what kept them from being able
to rest? 


3. How did Jesus test the faith of the disciples? 


4. What miracle did Jesus perform in this place? 
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Inner Aim God provides for our physical and spiritual needs


What God Tells Us - Discuss the following questions in class, based on the Bible story for
today. 


1. According to verse 2, what was
the reason for the popularity of
Jesus in Galilee?


2. If the primary purpose of the
miracles Jesus performed was not
to meet temporary, earthly
needs, what was it?  (John 20:30-
31 is a key to understanding the
purpose of miracles)


3. Jesus provided a test of faith for
His disciples, by asking them how
the crowds of people could be
fed (vv. 5&6).  He wanted them
to recognize that although
meeting this need was beyond
human ability, they could simply
turn to Him Whom they
recognized to be the Messiah (cf.
John 1:45), confidently looking to
Him to supply any genuine need. 
In this connection, they might
even have remembered the
example of Mary, Jesus’ mother,
who at the wedding in Cana
simply brought the need to Jesus,
and left it to Him to do what was
best.  The disciples failed this test
of faith.


What application of this lesson
about trusting in Jesus to meet all
our needs can we make in our
own lives?


4. Although Jesus had only two fish
and five loaves of barley bread,
He was able to provide more
than enough to satisfy 5,000 men.
Afterwards, twelve baskets full of
leftovers were gathered up.  Why
do you suppose these details are
included in the inspired account? 
(hint:  one possibility has to do
with the principle of good
stewardship of gifts, and another
with the fact that some people
claim that miracles are simply the
result of people thinking
something had happened, when
it really didn’t)


5. In verse 14, the people said of
Jesus, “This is truly the Prophet
who is to come into the world.” 
This term showed that they saw
Jesus as the Messiah.  They even
wanted to make Jesus their
leader.  However, there was a
BIG problem with this.  What was
it?
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Passages


Jesus answered them, “...  The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear
witness of Me.”  John 10:25


“...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many.”   Matthew 20:28


Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good;  Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 
Psalm 34:8


Hymn - TLH#355


Thou art the Way; to Thee alone
From sin and death we flee;
And he who would the Father seek
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee.


Thou art the Truth; Thy Word alone
True wisdom can impart;
Thou only canst inform the mind
And purify the heart.


Thou art the Life; the rending tomb
Proclaims Thy conqu’ring arm;
And those who put their trust in Thee
Nor death nor hell shall harm.


Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life;
Grant us that Way to know,
That Truth to keep, that Life to win,
Whose joys eternal flow. Amen.


Prayer - Think of what this story reveals about Jesus, and compose a prayer that includes
thanks for something, and a request for something, based on this lesson.  This may be a
group exercise.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:34-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-15


Jesus and His disciples are giving food to this crowd in the
picture.


With what else did Jesus feed this crowd that day? (His
Word)


Prayer


We thank You, Heavenly Father, for sending
Jesus, Your Son, to be our Savior.  We praise You
for revealing to us the identity of Your Son and
the truth of His teachings by the miracles He
performed.  Help us, we pray, always to trust in
Him for our salvation, and for all our needs. 
Strengthen our faith by the working of the Holy
Spirit as we study Your Holy Word,  Amen.


The Story - John 6:1-15


Introduction  If you were born in India,
the odds are that your religion would be
Hindu.  If you had been born in Iraq, you
would probably be a Moslem.  Or again, if
you had been born in modern-day Israel,
you would probably be a Jew.  The fact
that most people’s religion is determined
by their culture and upbringing has led
some people to challenge the very
concept that any one religion is right, and
all others wrong.  How can you answer this
challenge, when it is presented to you?


Christians believe that there is only one
true God, and that the true God is Triune
in nature (that is, consists of three persons:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).  Furthermore,


Christians believe that mankind has been
reconciled to God by the perfect life and
atoning death of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God.  We also believe that although Jesus
has won salvation for all people, only those
who have genuine faith in Him will have
eternal life in heaven.  How can we answer
those who say that all religions are equally
valid, and that all religions are just different
paths to the same destination?


Today’s Bible lesson presents the
account of a miracle performed by Jesus of
Nazareth.  Like His other miracles, this one
provided indisputable proof that Jesus was
Who He claimed to be: the Son of God, and
the Savior of the World.  No other religion
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has such undeniable proof of its
authenticity.  The miracles Jesus
performed, His fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy, and also His Resurrection all
provide proof that Christianity is the only
true religion.


(1) After these things Jesus went over
the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of
Tiberias.  (2)  Then a great multitude
followed Him, because they saw His signs
which He performed on those who were
diseased.  (3)  And Jesus went up on the
mountain, and there He sat with His
disciples.  (4)  Now the Passover, a feast of
the Jews, was near.


(5)  Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and
seeing a great multitude coming toward
Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy
bread, that these may eat?”  (6)  But this
He said to test him, for He Himself knew
what He would do.


(7)  Philip answered Him, “Two hundred
denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for
them, that every one of them may have a
little.”


(8)  One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to Him,  (9)  “There is a


lad here who has five barley loaves and
two small fish, but what are they among so
many?” (10)  Then Jesus said, “Make the
people sit down.”  Now there was much
grass in the place.  So the men sat down, in
number about five thousand.  (11)  And
Jesus took the loaves, and when He had
given thanks He distributed them to the
disciples, and the disciples to those sitting
down; and likewise of the fish, as much as
they wanted.


(12)  So when they were filled, He said to
His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that
remain, so that nothing is lost.”  (13) 
Therefore they gathered them up, and filled
twelve baskets with the fragments of the
five barley loaves which were left over by
those who had eaten.


(14)  Then those men, when they had
seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is
truly the Prophet who is to come into the
world.”  (15)  Therefore when Jesus
perceived that they were about to come
and take Him by force to make Him king, He
departed again to the mountain by Himself
alone.


Outer Aim - Jesus showed his love and mercy to more than 5000 people by
feeding them both body and soul.


What the Lesson Tells Us - Discuss some of the following questions in class, based on
the Bible story for today.  Ask questions about parts you may not understand.


1. According to verse 2, what was the reason for the popularity of Jesus in Galilee?  Does
this mean that the people recognized Him as the Savior, or just that they desired the
material benefit of His miraculous works?
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2. If the primary purpose of the miracles Jesus performed was not to meet temporary,
earthly needs, what was it?  (John 20:30-31 is a key to understanding the purpose of
miracles)


3. Jesus provided a test of faith for His disciples, by asking them how the crowds of people
could be fed (vv. 5&6).  He wanted them to recognize that although meeting this need
was beyond human ability, they could simply turn to Him Whom they recognized to be
the Messiah (cf. John 1:45), confidently looking to Him to supply any genuine need.  In this
connection, they might even have remembered the example of Mary, Jesus’ mother,
who at the wedding in Cana simply brought the need to Jesus, and left it to Him to do
what was best.  The disciples failed this test of faith.


What application of this lesson about trusting in Jesus to meet all our needs can we
make in our own lives?


4. Although Jesus had only two fish and five loaves of barley bread, He was able to provide
more than enough to satisfy 5,000 men.  Afterwards, twelve baskets full of leftovers were
gathered up.  Why do you suppose these details are included in the inspired account? 
(hint:  one possibility has to do with the principle of good stewardship of gifts, and
another with the fact that some people claim that miracles are simply the result of
people thinking something had happened, when it really didn’t)


5. In verse 14, the people said of Jesus, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the
world.”  This term showed that they saw Jesus as the Messiah.  They even wanted to
make Jesus their leader.  However, there was a BIG problem with this.  What was it?


Inner Aim God provides for our physical and spiritual needs
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Think It Through  - (You may wish to do this exercise in small groups, and then have
each group report its findings to the whole class after five minutes of work)  Look up the
following passages, and apply what they say to answer the questions.


1. John 1:45, I Kings 17:10-16, and II Kings 4:42-44 - Based on these passages, what
conclusion should Philip (and the other apostles) have come to, in answer to Jesus’
question, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”  Note:  Jesus was not asking
about the location of a bakery, He was asking how this need for food might possibly be
met.


2. Mark 6:37 and Numbers 11:22 - How are these passages similar, and what do they reveal
about the people speaking?


Review Supply short answers to the following questions.


1. Where did Jesus and His disciples go, in order to have a period of rest?


____________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________


2. When Jesus and the disciples arrived there, what kept them from being able to rest? 


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


3. How did Jesus test the faith of the disciples? 


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________


4. What miracle did Jesus perform in this place? 


_____________________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Passages


Jesus answered them, “...  The works that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.” 
John 10:25


“...the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.”   Matthew 20:28


Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good;  Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!  Psalm 34:8


Hymn - TLH#355


Thou art the Way; to Thee alone
From sin and death we flee;
And he who would the Father seek
Must seek Him, Lord, by Thee.


Thou art the Truth; Thy Word alone
True wisdom can impart;
Thou only canst inform the mind
And purify the heart.


Thou art the Life; the rending tomb
Proclaims Thy conqu’ring arm;
And those who put their trust in Thee
Nor death nor hell shall harm.


Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life;
Grant us that Way to know,
That Truth to keep, that Life to win,
Whose joys eternal flow. Amen.


Prayer - Think of what this story reveals about Jesus, and compose a prayer that includes
thanks for something, and a request for something, based on this lesson.  This may be a group
exercise.


1. Where did Jesus and His disciples go, in
order to have a period of rest?


2. When Jesus and the disciples arrived
there, what kept them from being
able to rest? 


3. How did Jesus test the faith of the
disciples? 


4. What miracle did Jesus perform in this
place? 
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STORY 7/17/03


Jesus and the Samaritan Woman - John 4:1-43


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I thank you for the grace and mercy you revealed in sending your Son Jesus to  die for
the sins of the world.  Help me realize my own sinfulness and the miracle of your grace in bringing me to
faith in Jesus.  Enable me thereby to speak to these children of your accepting grace in terms that they can
understand and live by.  Bless this hour we spend studying Your word.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
Samaritan - a mixed race of people despised by the Jews


OUTER AIM
Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners


INNER AIM
Jesus came to seek and to save me


BACKGROUND Jesus told Nicodemus that “God so loved the world that He gave....”  These were
radical words for the Jews who thought of themselves as God’s special people.  The self-righteousness of
the Pharisees was revealed in their attitude toward other people.  They trusted in themselves that they were
righteous. As a byproduct of this error, they despised others. At Jacob’s well, Jesus revealed Himself as
the Savior of the world and the Savior of all sinners.


STUDENT PRAYER
      Dear Jesus, help us to understand your perfect love for all people.  We thank you that you came to
seek and to save those who were lost.  We ask that you would bless our study this morning so that we may
understand your grace in our lives.  Help us never to look down on or despise any other person.  Thank
you.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
A knowledge of the historical background is helpful for the understanding of this story.  Samaria is located
between Judea and Galilee.  The Samaritans were Jews who had been left behind at the time of the
Babylonian captivity.  When the nation of Judah returned from the Babylonian captivity, the Samaritans
were not allowed to participate in the rebuilding of the temple.  (Neh. 2:10; 4-6) There were racial reasons
for the Jews’ hatred of the Samaritans (John 4:9); they were a racially mixed people.  There were also
religious reasons.  Their religion was a mixture of the truth and falsehood.  (They accepted the first five
books of Moses and worshiped at Mt. Gerizim.)  Finally there were political reasons for their hatred. 
Historically, the Samaritans had always been political enemies of the Jews. 


It is against this background that Jesus reached out for the Samaritan woman who was an open sinner.
Instead of going around Samaria as was normal for a Jew, Jesus chose to journey through it and thus came
to the Well of Jacob near Sychar.  Jesus’ disciples proceeded into town leaving Jesus to minister to the
needs of this woman.


In the truest sense, God sought out this woman in her need.  She had not come looking.  Jesus came giving. 
Jesus offered the woman “living water” promising that if she drank of it, she would never thirst.  Jesus
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promised her a spiritual drink that would satisfy her deepest spiritual needs.  Jesus had something wonderful to give to
her.  This water would become a well “springing up into everlasting life.”  (4:14)


Jesus brought this woman to the point of confessing that she needed a Savior.  He revealed her evasive answer to His
direction,  “Go and get your husband.”  He told her that she was living with a man who was not her husband.  He thus
revealed to her that He was a prophet; indeed, the Messiah of whom the Samaritans also knew.  (4:26)  She revealed
faith in Jesus although she did not yet realize the fullness of what that meant.  Jesus revealed Himself to her as the
promised Messiah.


The purpose of this account is seen in 4:34-38.  Jesus saw the world as ripe for the harvest, the ingathering of souls. 
Already we have an indication of the worldwide nature of this harvest pictured in the Samaritan woman.  This was an
important part of Jesus’ training of His disciples to be prepared to “go out and make disciples of all nations.”


This woman brought many from her village to see Jesus.  The good news had to be shared.  Because of Jesus’ words,
many believed.  Here we see a beautiful picture of our mission spirit and zeal as it should be today.  We pray that the
Lord would send forth laborers to gather in His harvest.


APPLICATION
The obvious application is that Jesus seeks for sinners and individually ministers to their spiritual needs.  There is no one
excluded from the kingdom of God because of his or her race or color.  But not so obvious is the truth that no one is
outside of God’s grace on account of his or her sinfulness.  All of need to realize our personal sinfulness.


Jesus captures this woman’s attention with the promise of “living water” of which she could drink and never thirst again. 
People have spiritual needs which are not being met today.  They need to understand that material things can never
satisfy man’s deepest needs.  The only answer is to be found in Jesus who is the “water of life” and the “bread of life.”


It is important to discuss ways in which children can reach out to others.  At the same time discuss barriers that exist
today which might prevent our reaching out with the Gospel.


When the woman found salvation in Jesus, she wanted to share it with others.  The people in this village believed, not
just because of the woman’s testimony, but because of the words of Jesus.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they
fit the lesson.
Luke 19:10 - "For the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."


John 4:14 - "But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life."


Luke 10:2 - Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”


HYMN CHOICES
Hark! the Voice of Jesus Crying - TLH #496
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say - TLH #277
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Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
John 4:1-45
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The Story


Jesus and His disciples were
traveling to Galilee. They walked
through Samaria to the town of
Sychar. Jesus was tired and sat at
the edge of Jacob’s well. The
disciples went into the town to buy
some food. While Jesus was there, a
woman came to the well to get
water.


Jesus said to her, “Give Me a
drink.”


The woman was surprised that
Jesus would even talk to her. Jesus
was a Jew, and Jews usually hated
the Samaritan people. The Jews
thought they were better than
Samaritans.


“If you knew who I am, you
would ask for living water, “Jesus
said to her.


The woman thought Jesus was
talking about water from the well.
She said, “Sir, You need something to
get water out of the well, for it is
deep. “


“If you drink water from a well
you will get thirsty again. But I can
give you water and you will never
thirst,” continued Jesus.


“Please give me some of that
water,” she begged. “It is hard work


carrying water every day.” She still
didn’t know that the “living water”
Jesus was talking about was belief in
Jesus as Savior.


“Go and get your husband,”
Jesus commanded.


She answered, “I don’t have a
husband.”


“You are right, you have had
five husbands and now you are
living with a man that is not your
husband!” Jesus said.


“You must be a prophet
because You know all I have done!”
exclaimed the woman. “I know the
Messiah is coming and He will tell us
all things.”


“I am the Messiah,” Jesus said.
The woman was very excited


and ran into the city. She said to her
family and friends, “Come see a
Man that told me everything I have
done. Is this not the Christ?”


The Samaritans heard Jesus
and stayed two days. He preached
and many more believed.


They said, “This is indeed the
Christ, the Savior of the world.”


Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, even the Samaritan
woman and other Samaritans.


Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, even me.
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Activity One - Answer these questions with a Y for yes or an N for no. 


1. Jesus was tired. Y N


2. Jesus asked the woman for a drink. Y N


3. She gave Jesus living water. Y N


4. The woman believed in Jesus as her Savior. Y N


5. She told her friends to come see Jesus. Y N


Passages


1 Timothy 2:4 - (God our Savior) desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth.


Luke 19:10 -  "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."


Hymn - TLH #277 v. 2 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream.
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
We do not always love our neighbors or tell them of You. Help us be more


like You, loving all people. Help us be like the Samaritan woman, telling others
of Your perfect life, death and resurrection. Thank You for loving and saving
us. Amen 
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Activity Two - Follow the directions below.
1. Color the well and pitcher.
2. Cut out the pitcher
3. Cut a slit along the dotted line on the well below.
4. Staple a knotted 3 inch string on both X’s.
5. Lower the pitcher for water.


John 4:14 “Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give 
him will never thirst.”
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Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
John 4
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The Story


Jesus and His disciples were
traveling to Galilee. They walked
through Samaria to the town of
Sychar. Jesus was tired and sat at
the edge of Jacob’s Well. The
disciples went into the town to buy
some food. A woman also came to
the well to get water.


Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.”


The woman was surprised that
Jesus would even talk to her. The
Jews, which Jesus was, usually hated
the Samaritan people and thought
they were better.


“If you knew who I am, you
would ask for living water,”Jesus said
to her.


“Sir, You need something to get
water out of the well, for it is deep,”
she told Jesus.


“If you drink water from a well
you will get thirsty again. But I can
give you living water and you will
never thirst,” continued Jesus.


“Please give me some of that
water,” she begged. “It is hard work


 carrying water every day.” She
didn’t know that “living water” is
belief in Jesus as Savior.


“Go and get your husband,”
Jesus commanded.


She answered, “I don’t have a
husband.”


“You are right, you have had
five husbands and now you are living
with a man that is not your
husband!” Jesus said.


“You must be a prophet
because You know all I have done!”
exclaimed the woman. “I know the
Messiah is coming and He will tell us
all things.”


“I am the Messiah,” Jesus said.
The woman was very excited


and ran into the city. She said to her
family and friends, “Come see a
man that told me everything I have
done. Is this not the Christ?”


The Samaritans heard Jesus
and stayed two days. He preached
and many more believed.


They said, “This is indeed the
Christ, the Savior of the world.”


Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, even the Samaritan
woman and other Samaritans.


Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, even me.
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Activity One - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE with the words from the Word Box.


Across
2.  Jesus said He would give


the woman _____ water.
4.  We need ____ to live.


Down
1.  When you need a drink


you are ___ .
3. ___ our Savior wants all men


to be saved.           1
Timothy 2:4


4.  A ___ is a hole in the
ground from which to
get water.


Activity Two - Cross out 2 letters, let the third one stand, then cross out 2 more and
continue until you have competed the passage . The first three have been done for you.


Luke 19:10 “F O R     __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __     __ __ __     __ __ __


__ __ __ __     __ __     __ __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __     __ __ __ __     


__ __ __ __      __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __     __ __ __ __.”


WELL               WATER               GOD               LIVING               THIRSTY          


1


2 3


4


FMWONERNTTBYHVUECISXPOJBNVPOZAFALMSKADJNFG
HYNATMSQXCWZOEIMRYELPTKOOYBSUNEIMEOCKPZ
ALQNTRDZLTQKORHSBTAMWVRLEPZTOWHIEAUYTLA
WKSHJDIHFCGZHMXWNCABYSQYLWUOKESJTT
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Activity Three - Match the correct letter to the answer.


1. _____ Jesus was a ___.


2. _____ The woman was a ___.


3. _____ The woman knew she had ___.


4. _____ She needed a ___.


5. _____ Jesus gives us ___.


6. _____We will want to be ___ to tell about Jesus
and salvation.


A. Savior


B. Samaritan


C. Jew


D. Missionaries


E. Sinned


F. Living Water or
Faith


Passage
1 Timothy 2:4 - God our Savior ... desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge


of the truth.


Hymn - TLH #277 v. 2 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream.
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him.


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
We do not always love our neighbors or tell them of You. Help us be more


like You, loving all people. Help us be like the Samaritan woman, telling others
of Your perfect life, death and resurrection. Thank You for loving and saving us.
Amen
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Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
John 4


Which of these people has a Savior?  How do you know? We
will learn about a woman today who is one of those saved
because of Jesus.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, Help us to understand Your perfect love for all
people.  We thank You that You came to seek and to save
those who were lost.  We ask that You would bless our study
this morning so that we may understand Your grace in our
lives.  Help us never to look down on or despise any other
person.  Thank You.  Amen.


The Story


Therefore, when the Lord knew that
the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made
and baptized more disciples than John {2}
(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but
His disciples), {3} He left Judea and
departed again to Galilee. {4} But He
needed to go through Samaria. 


{5} So He came to a city of Samaria
which is called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
{6} Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus
therefore, being wearied from His journey,
sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth
hour. 


{7} A woman of Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a
drink." {8} For His disciples had gone away
into the city to buy food. 


{9} Then the woman of Samaria said
to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask
a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?" For
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 


{10} Jesus answered and said to her,
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you


would have asked Him, and He would
have given you living water." 


{11} The woman said to Him, "Sir, You
have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep. Where then do You get that living
water? {12} "Are You greater than our
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and
drank from it himself, as well as his sons and
his livestock?" 


{13} Jesus answered and said to her,
"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst
again, {14} "but whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him will never thirst.
But the water that I shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life." 


{15} The woman said to Him, "Sir, give
me this water, that I may not thirst, nor
come here to draw." 


{16} Jesus said to her, "Go, call your
husband, and come here." 


{17} The woman answered and said,
"I have no husband." 


Jesus said to her, "You have well
said, 'I have no husband,' {18} "for you
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have had five husbands, and the one
whom you now have is not your husband;
in that you spoke truly." 


{19} The woman said to Him, "Sir, I
perceive that You are a prophet. {20} "Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, and
you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place
where one ought to worship." 


{21} Jesus said to her, "Woman,
believe Me, the hour is coming when you
will neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the Father. {22} "You
worship what you do not know; we know
what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews. {23} "But the hour is coming, and now
is, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is
seeking such to worship Him. {24} "God is
Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth." 


{25} The woman said to Him, "I know
that Messiah is coming" (who is called
Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all
things." 


{26} Jesus said to her, "I who speak to
you am He." 


{27} And at this point His disciples
came, and they marveled that He talked
with a woman; yet no one said, "What do
You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with
her?" 


{28} The woman then left her
waterpot, went her way into the city, and
said to the men, {29} "Come, see a Man
who told me all things that I ever did.
Could this be the Christ?" {30} Then they
went out of the city and came to Him. 


{31} In the meantime His disciples
urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." {32} But He
said to them, "I have food to eat of which
you do not know." 


{33} Therefore the disciples said to
one another, "Has anyone brought Him
anything to eat?" 


{34} Jesus said to them, "My food is to
do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
finish His work. {35} "Do you not say, 'There


are still four months and then comes the
harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, for they are
already white for harvest! {36} "And he who
reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for
eternal life, that both he who sows and he
who reaps may rejoice together. {37} "For
in this the saying is true: 'One sows and
another reaps.' {38} "I sent you to reap that
for which you have not labored; others
have labored, and you have entered into
their labors." 


{39} And many of the Samaritans of
that city believed in Him because of the
word of the woman who testified, "He told
me all that I ever did." 


{40} So when the Samaritans had
come to Him, they urged Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. {41}
And many more believed because of His
own word. 


{42} Then they said to the woman,
"Now we believe, not because of what you
said, for we ourselves have heard Him and
we know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Savior of the world." 


{43} Now after the two days He
departed from there and went to Galilee.


Outer Aim - Jesus came to seek and
to save all sinners, including the
Samaritan woman and the other
Samaritans.
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What the Story Tells Us - Answer the questions.


1. Why did the Samaritan woman think it was strange that Jesus asked her for a drink of
water?


2. Explain what Jesus meant by “living water.”


3. Jesus asked the woman to call her husband. Why did she answer, “I have no
husband?”


4. Why did Jesus ask her that question since He knew the answer?


5. The disciples were concerned that Jesus needed to eat. What did Jesus say was His
food? (verse 34)


6. What convinced the Samaritans to believe in Jesus? 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following.


1. After the Samaritan woman learned about Jesus, she couldn’t keep it to herself. She
wanted to share this good news with others. What are some ways you can reach out
to others? List three.


a.  


b.  


c.  


2. Samaritans and Jews were enemies at the time of our story. That could have been a
barrier to Jesus and the woman but Jesus didn’t let it stop Him. Can you think of any
possible barriers today that might prevent you from sharing the Gospel with others?


a.
 


b. 
3. Unscramble this Bible passage and print it on the line below.


to man come Son was save has For the which lost seek and to of that


__________________________________________________________________________________________
(hint: Luke 19:10)
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Inner Aim - Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, including me.


Passages


John 4:14 -  "But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the
water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into


everlasting life."


Luke 10:2 -  Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."


Hymn - TLH #277 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon My breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad.


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream.
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
And now I live in Him.


I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s Light.
Look unto Me; thy morn shall rise and all thy day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my Star, my Sun;
And in that Light of Life I’ll walk till trav’ling days are done.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
You shared the precious news of Your Gospel with the Samaritan woman.  Help me to 


share Your saving Word with everyone I meet, so that they too will know about the “living
water”.  Make me a willing laborer to gather in Your harvest.  Thank You, Lord, for Your great
love and mercy.  Amen. 
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Jesus and the Samaritan Woman
John 4


We recognize this symbol to represent the Nazis, one of the most
notorious and wicked groups that ever existed.  Would you have
seen Jesus sit down with a member of this group, if He had lived in
that time?  Did He suffer and die on the cross for them?


Prayer
Dear Jesus, Help us to understand Your perfect love for all people. 
We thank You that You came to seek and to save those who were
lost.  We ask that You would bless our study this morning so that we may understand Your
grace in our lives.  Help us never to look down on or despise any other person.  Thank You. 
Amen.


The Story
Therefore, when the Lord knew that


the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made
and baptized more disciples than John {2}
(though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but
His disciples), {3} He left Judea and
departed again to Galilee. {4} But He
needed to go through Samaria. 


{5} So He came to a city of Samaria
which is called Sychar, near the plot of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.
{6} Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus
therefore, being wearied from His journey,
sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth
hour. 


{7} A woman of Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a
drink." {8} For His disciples had gone away
into the city to buy food. 


{9} Then the woman of Samaria said
to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew,
ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?"
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 


{10} Jesus answered and said to her,
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you
would have asked Him, and He would
have given you living water." 


{11} The woman said to Him, "Sir, You
have nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep. Where then do You get that living
water? {12} "Are You greater than our
father Jacob, who gave us the well, and
drank from it himself, as well as his sons and
his livestock?" 


{13} Jesus answered and said to her,
"Whoever drinks of this water will thirst
again, {14} "but whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him will never thirst.
But the water that I shall give him will
become in him a fountain of water
springing up into everlasting life." 


{15} The woman said to Him, "Sir, give
me this water, that I may not thirst, nor
come here to draw." 
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{16} Jesus said to her, "Go, call your
husband, and come here." 


{17} The woman answered and said,
"I have no husband." 


Jesus said to her, "You have well said,
'I have no husband,' {18} "for you have had
five husbands, and the one whom you now
have is not your husband; in that you
spoke truly." 


{19} The woman said to Him, "Sir, I
perceive that You are a prophet. {20} "Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, and
you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place
where one ought to worship." 


{21} Jesus said to her, "Woman,
believe Me, the hour is coming when you
will neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the Father. {22} "You
worship what you do not know; we know
what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews. {23} "But the hour is coming, and
now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for
the Father is seeking such to worship Him.
{24} "God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth." 


{25} The woman said to Him, "I know
that Messiah is coming" (who is called
Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all
things." 


{26} Jesus said to her, "I who speak to
you am He." 


{27} And at this point His disciples
came, and they marveled that He talked
with a woman; yet no one said, "What do
You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with
her?" 


{28} The woman then left her
waterpot, went her way into the city, and
said to the men, {29} "Come, see a Man
who told me all things that I ever did.


Could this be the Christ?" {30} Then they
went out of the city and came to Him. 


{31} In the meantime His disciples
urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." {32} But He
said to them, "I have food to eat of which
you do not know." 


{33} Therefore the disciples said to
one another, "Has anyone brought Him
anything to eat?" 


{34} Jesus said to them, "My food is to
do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
finish His work. {35} "Do you not say, 'There
are still four months and then comes the
harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, for they are
already white for harvest! {36} "And he
who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice together.
{37} "For in this the saying is true: 'One sows
and another reaps.' {38} "I sent you to reap
that for which you have not labored;
others have labored, and you have
entered into their labors." 


{39} And many of the Samaritans of
that city believed in Him because of the
word of the woman who testified, "He told
me all that I ever did." 


{40} So when the Samaritans had
come to Him, they urged Him to stay with
them; and He stayed there two days. {41}
And many more believed because of His
own word. 


{42} Then they said to the woman,
"Now we believe, not because of what you
said, for we ourselves have heard Him and
we know that this is indeed the Christ, the
Savior of the world." 


{43} Now after the two days He
departed from there and went to Galilee.
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Outer Aim - Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, including the
Samaritan woman and the other Samaritans.


What the Story Tells Us - Answer the questions.


1. Why was it unusual for Jesus, a Jew, to be talking to a Samaritan woman?


2. Read verse 11 again.  How can you tell that the Samaritan woman didn’t understand
who Jesus was?


3. Why did Jesus ask the woman to get her husband? Didn’t He already know everything
about her?


4. In which verse does Jesus reveal His true identity to the woman?  _______  Write the
passage:


5. The disciples were concerned that Jesus needed to eat.  What was Jesus more
concerned with?


6. Why did the people of the village believe in Jesus? 


What God’s Word Tells Us - Answer the following.


1. There should be no racism among Christians.  How does this story illustrate this?


2. Because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross, we should be eager to join the
“laborers” in the harvest.  Sometimes the world makes it hard for us to witness.  List
some barriers that might prevent us from reaching out with the Gospel:


3. Even though these barriers exist, we know that Jesus will help us.  “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13.  List two or three additional
passages that assure us we’re not in this alone.  Use your concordance to help you.







New Testament 4  Jesus & Samaritan Woman  - Level 4


Inner Aim - Jesus came to seek and to save all sinners, including me.


Passages - Look these up in your Bible. Fill in the missing words. 


Luke 19:10-  For the Son of _____________ has come to _________________ and to _____________
that which was lost.


John 4:14- But whoever drinks of the ___________________ that I shall give him will never
_________________.  But the water that I shall give him will ________________ in him a


__________________________ of water springing up into ___________________________ life.


Luke 10:2 -  Then He said to them, "The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few;
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."


Hymn - TLH #496 


Hark! the voice of Jesus crying, 
“Who will go and work today?
Fields are white and harvest waiting, 
Who will bear the sheaves away?”
Loud and long the Master calleth, 
Rich reward He offers thee;
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
“Here am I, send me, send me”?


If you cannot speak like angels, 
If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say He died for all.
If you cannot rouse the wicked 
With the judgment’s dread alarms,
You can lead the little children 
To the Savior’s waiting arms.


If you cannot be a watchman,
Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to heaven, 
Offering life and peace to all,
With your prayers and with your bounties
You can do what God demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron, 
Holding up the prophet’s hands.


Let none hear you idly saying, 
“There is nothing I can do,”
While the souls of men are dying 
And the Master calls for you.
Take the task He gives you gladly, 
Let His work your pleasure be;
Answer quickly when He calleth, 
“Here am I, send me, send me!”


Prayer
Dear Savior Jesus Christ, You have commanded us, with Your disciples, to spread Your Word
to all nations.  Let us never forget that You died for all people of every race and country. 
Help us to be willing workers in Your kingdom, for the harvest is truly great.  We ask this in Your
saving name.  Amen.





		samaritanwomannotes

		samaritanwoman1

		samaritanwoman2

		samaritanwoman3

		samaritanwoman4
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STORY 7/19/2003


Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus - Luke 8:40-56; Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, I know that death is not natural but a result of the sin that infects us all.  Many 
would teach that death is the normal way of evolution, but You created the world to live, not die. Help me to
teach my students that You are the God of Life.  You through Your Spirit reverse spiritual death 
through faith in Jesus and reunite us with You as your beloved Children.  We also know that when 
physical death is finally ended on the last day, just as Jesus rose, we will be raised and You will keep all 
believers from eternal death and give to us instead eternal life with Jesus.  Send Your Spirit as I share 
Your Word that all who hear may have life in Jesus' name. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Synagogue - The local church of the Jews.
Thronged/ throng -  people crowded around Him very closely.
Talitha Cumi -  Aramaean words, translated in the text, "Little girl, arise."  This was the language spoken by
the people of Palestine at that time.
Charged -  Jesus urgently commanded them.


OUTER AIM
Jesus shows His power over sickness and death.


INNER AIM
Faith in Jesus gives us life.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 142-148)
The gospel of Luke stresses Jesus' compassion as He helps people where He finds them and in their 
deepest needs.  This section stresses the power of faith in Jesus.  Jesus' power calls forth the response 
of faith.  May the Holy Spirit give us a faith like this.
Luke 8:40
< Jesus had left the region to preach and heal in the country of the Gaderenes.  
< There His power scared the people so that they asked Him to leave.  
< On His return to the west side of the Sea of Galilee, crowds of people again came to hear Him and be


healed.
v. 41
< Jairus was a ruler or leader of the local synagogue.  See Rupprecht p 143-144 to learn more.  
< He showed Jesus great respect by pleading at Jesus' feet.
v. 42
< Jairus' only daughter was at the point of death when Jairus sought out Jesus. 
< In Jewish culture, daughters were considered of age, an adult woman, at the age of 12. (Rupprecht p


145)  
< But Jesus was met with delays before He could answer the request.
v. 43
< God does not give cures for some sicknesses to doctors.  
< This woman had spent all that she had before coming to Jesus.  
< Then as now, people are willing to spend great sums to find a cure for diseases, though because of sin,
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there will always be sickness to remind us of sin.
v. 44
< The woman's faith was such that she believed that even by simply touching Jesus' clothes she would be


healed.  See also Matthew 9:21 & Mark 5:22.  
< And, upon touching Jesus' garment, she was healed.  
< Of course the fabric of Jesus' clothes was not powerful, but the healing power came from Jesus and went


to her because of her faith in Him, not His clothes.  
< Jewish law made her "unclean" and separated her from normal contact with people until the sickness


should be cured.
v. 45
< Despite Jairus' daughter being at the point of dying, Jesus stopped to find out who had touched Him.
< Jesus knew what would happen with Jairus' daughter and also who had touched Him, but He stopped in


order to encourage people's faith. 
< Jesus' disciples thought Jesus' question strange considering how many people were closely crowded


around, probably bumping into Him.  
< Notice, no one would admit having touched Him.
v. 46
< Despite the disciples' confusion at Jesus' question, Jesus continued to ask for the person who touched Him


and was healed.
v. 47
< With fear and trembling (see also Mark 5:33), the woman realized that Jesus knew what she had done


and confessed her act of faith in front of the people.
v. 48
< With loving compassion, Jesus called her "daughter," stilled her fear, and assured her that her faith was


well placed in Jesus.  
< She should go in peace, knowing that He had cured her.
v. 49
< This intentional delay by Jesus had the result that the daughter of Jairus died. 
< The servants brought the message with a discouragement to the faith of Jairus.  
< They didn't know or believe that Jesus could be of any further help.
v. 50 
< But Jesus called Jairus to continue to believe in Jesus' power despite the seeming finality of death. 
< Jesus promised that she who was now dead would be made well.  What a difficult promise to believe.
v. 51
< Jesus kept the crowds and onlookers outside, bringing with Him only His three  closest disciples and the


parents of the young girl.  
< This would minimize the confusion and publicity for what was to come.
v. 52
< The Jewish custom at death in those days was to cry and weep loudly, even sometimes hiring mourners to


show the great sorrow felt at the loss of a loved one (see Rupprecht p146-147).  
< Jesus called for them to stop crying and believe that the girl's death wasn't final.
v. 53
< To human experience, death is final and not just sleeping.  
< So they, not knowing or believing in Jesus and His power over death, laughed at His apparently foolish


description of death.
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v. 54
< Jesus sent the mourners away, keeping only the three disciples and the parents with Him.  
< Then, Jesus took her by the hand, and commanded the girl to get up.  
< Notice in Mark 5:41, Peter has remembered the exact words of Christ used. 
< Peter was one of the eyewitnesses then.  (Mark wrote down the Gospel as Peter had told it to him.)
v. 55
< Again, the response to Jesus' words was immediate and complete.  
< Her spirit returned to her body.  
< She got up immediately and even walked as Mark tells us.  
< There was no long recovering of strength or nursing back to health from the edge of death.  She was fully


alive and healthy. 
< Jesus with understanding, commanded them to bring her something to eat, which also implies that she was


well.
v. 56
< Her parents, including her father who had waited until the last minute to seek help from Jesus, were totally


astonished at this miracle.  
< But Jesus strictly commanded them not to tell anyone what had happened.  
< He didn't want people to come to Him only because of the great miracles that He did but rather to see


Him as their Savior.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, we have learned that even death must bow to Your command for You are the God of 
Life.  Help us, oh Lord, to call upon You for all our needs, however great or small they might seem.  
If, in Your wisdom, You delay Your help, teach us to be patient in faith, trusting that You will give us 
the help that we need.  For we know that we must patiently live our lives in faith until you call us from 
this life to the eternal life you have won for us through Your own death and resurrection.  We pray, 
patiently trusting in You, Lord Jesus. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account).  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


APPLICATIONS
1. This is a good opportunity to talk about death.  Death can be defined as "separation".  The Bible


describes three forms of death: 1)Spiritual death - separation of a person's soul from God by sin and
unbelief.  John 3 talks of this as Jesus tells Nicodemus that sinful people must be born again by the Spirit
who creates and sustains faith in Jesus.  See also Isaiah 59:2;  2) Physical death - separation of the soul
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from the body until God reunites them on Judgement Day or in the few miracles God records in the Bible. 
From this story notice in verse 55 the girl's spirit returned to her body at Jesus' command and she was
alive.  And 3) Eternal death - the eternal separation of the unbelievers' body and soul from God for all
eternity.  Stress that sin brought death (Genesis 2:17; 3:1-19 Romans 5:12ff).  It is not natural as the
evolutionists claim.  But, Jesus has the power over death through His death and resurrection as Paul tells
us (1 Corinthians 15).  So, even though for time we are separated from those who die, yet in eternity we
will be reunited with those who believed on Jesus as their Savior from sin.


2. This story also encourages us to patiently believe when we make requests to God.  The woman's faith
humbly looked to Jesus to heal what no other person was able to help her with.  Jairus surely felt the clock
ticking for his sick daughter as Jesus was delayed by the sick woman needing healing and encouragement
in her faith.  When the servant came and announced his daughter's death, that could have caused the death
of Jairus' faith and hope.  Yet, Jesus bolstered his faith with a renewed promise that death would not
prevent Jesus from making her well.  God with His words, comforts and encourages us to continue in faith
even in what seems the most hopeless of situations.  And, as He did for Jairus, God proves that such
patient faith is not in vain, for with God all things are possible.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live.”


Middle any of the above and...
Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Romans 5:12  - Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 15:55-57  - O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 -  But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.


HYMN CHOICES
"Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense" (TLH 206)
"If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee" (TLH 518)
"Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH 520 1,6)
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Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child


One day, a man named Jairus came to
Jesus for help.  His daughter, who was 12 years
old, was very sick.  She was his only child. 
Jairus begged Jesus to come to his house and
heal her so she would not die.  He believed
that Jesus could heal her, even though she
was dying.


Jesus felt sorry for Jairus and went with
him.  While they were on the way, a messenger
came and told Jairus that his daughter had
died.  Jairus thought it was too late for Jesus to
help.  But Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. 
Just believe  and she will be made well.”


When they came to the house, it was
already filled with people who were crying. 
Jesus told them not to cry because the little girl
was just sleeping.  Jesus used the word “sleep”
for death because, for His children, dying is like
going to sleep and waking up in heaven.  The
people laughed at Jesus because they knew
that the girl was dead.


Jesus told everyone to go outside.  Then
He took the father and mother and three
disciples into the room where the little girl lay
dead.


Jesus took the girl by the hand and said
to her, “Little girl, get up!”  As soon as Jesus
said this, the girl got up and walked.  She was
alive and completely well!  How happy her
parents must have been!  Jesus showed that
He had power, even over death. 


Passage
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the


crown of life.” Revelation 2:10


Hymn “Jesus Loves Children” Sung to the
tune of “Rock-a-bye Baby”


When I am playing, Jesus takes care,
When I am sleeping, Jesus is there,
And when I die, my Jesus will come,
And safe in His arms He’ll carry me home.


Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, We are glad that we can
come to You whenever we are sick or have
any kind of problem.  You have the power to
help us and You will always take care of us
because we are Your children.  You know what
is best for us.  Thank You for dying on the cross
for our sins.  Now we don’t have to be afraid of
dying because You will take us to heaven to
be with You.  Help us to trust You always. 
Amen.


Jesus helped Jairus by raising his daughter from the dead.


Jesus helps us and has taken our sins away.
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Classroom Activity - Make a sad face ; by the pictures that make you afraid or
sad. You may wish to discuss their fears and remind them of Jesus’ love and protection. 


Make a smiley face ( by the picture of Jesus because He is always with us. 


bad weather, storms, darkness


fire


war


sickness, injuries, dying


Jesus is with us always.
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Classroom Art Activity - Cut out and decorate the Crown of Life below. Add
paper to the back to fit each child’s head. Use sequins, glitter glue, ribbon, buttons, etc. to
decorate. Help the children memorize the passage on the crown.


Paper strip for back of crown.


Paper strip for back of crown.
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Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56
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The Story


One day, a man
named Jairus came to
Jesus for help.  His
daughter, who was 12
years old, was very sick. 
She was his only child. 
Jairus begged Jesus to
come to his house and
heal her so she would not
die.  He believed that
Jesus could heal her, even
though she was dying.


Jesus felt sorry for Jairus
and went with him.  While
they were on the way, a
messenger came and told
Jairus that his daughter
had died.  Jairus thought it
was too late for Jesus to
help.  But Jesus said to
Jairus, “Don’t be afraid. 
Just believe  and she will
be made well.”


When they came to
the house, it was already
filled with people who
were crying.  Jesus told


them not to cry because
the little girl was just
sleeping.  Jesus used the
word “sleep” for death
because, for His children,
dying is like going to sleep
and waking up in heaven. 
The people laughed at
Jesus because they knew
that the girl was dead.


Jesus told everyone to
go outside.  Then He took
the father and mother and
three disciples into the
room where the little girl
lay dead.


Jesus took the girl by
the hand and said to her,
“Little girl, get up!”  As soon
as Jesus said this, the girl
got up and walked.  She
was alive and completely
well!  How happy her
parents must have been! 
Jesus showed that He had
power, even over death. 
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Activity - Make a picture of yourself in this box. Show how you feel about the love of
Jesus.


Why do children of
God have happy
hearts and happy
faces?


Where will Jesus take
His children when they
die?


Why will heaven
always be a happy
place for us?


How can you show
Jesus that you are
glad that He has
saved you so that you
can go to heaven?


A Song to Sing
“Jesus Loves Children” (A Child’s Garden of Song)
Sung to the tune of “Rock-a-bye Baby”


When I am playing, Jesus takes care,
When I am sleeping, Jesus is there,
And when I die, my Jesus will come,
And safe in His arms He’ll carry me home.
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Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56
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The Story


Jesus had just returned to the
city of Capernaum.  Many people
had gathered to see Him.  Then a
man named Jairus who was the
leader of the church came and
fell at Jesus’ feet.  Jairus begged
Jesus to come to his house.  His
twelve-year-old daughter was
dying.  She was his only child. 
Jairus believed that if Jesus would
just come and touch his daughter,
she would be healed.


Jesus felt sorry for Jairus and
went with him.  While they were on
the way, a messenger came and
told Jairus that his daughter had
died.  He said not to bother Jesus
because it was too late to heal
the girl.  But Jesus said, “Don’t be
afraid.  Just believe and she will
be made well.”


When they arrived at the
house, they found that it was
already full of people.  Everyone


was crying.  Jesus said, “Stop
crying.  She is not dead; she is
asleep.”  Jesus often spoke of
death as being like sleep because
for the believer, dying is like going
to sleep and waking up in
heaven.  The people made fun of
Jesus because they knew that she
had died.


Then Jesus told everyone to
go outside.  He took the girl’s
parents and Peter, James, and
John into the room with Him. 
Jesus took the girl by the hand
and said to her, “Little girl, get up!”
As soon as He said this, the girl got
up.  She was alive and completely
healed.  Jesus told her parents to
give her something to eat.


How happy the girl’s parents
must have been!  They were
amazed that Jesus had power
even over death.


Jesus made Jairus’ daughter alive. Jesus will take all believers
to heaven to live forever.
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Recalling the Story - Put the story facts in order by putting the correct number in
each blank.


1. _____ A messenger told Jairus that his daughter had died.


2. _____ Jesus took the parents and three disciples into the room. 


3. _____ Jairus asked Jesus to come and heal his daughter.


4. _____ Jesus said, “Little girl, get up.”


5. _____ The girl got up and walked.


6. _____ The daughter of Jairus was very sick.


7. _____ Jesus went to the house of Jairus.


Something to Think About


1.  How do you feel when someone you love is sick?


2.  Who can help us when we are sick?


3.  Why did the messenger think it was too late for Jesus to help?


4.  Why was Jesus able to make the little girl alive again?  


5.  Why can we say that death is like sleeping?


6.  Why don’t we have to be afraid of dying?
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Talking With God - Write a prayer that you can use when you are sick.


Hymn Study  - WS 785 v. 3, 4


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.


Talk about these words:
sever -
grace -
sorrows -


Memory Passage


John 11:25-26 - Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and


believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
We are glad that we can come to You whenever we are sick or have any


kind of problem.  You have the power to help us and You will always take care
of us because we are Your children.  You know what is best for us.  Thank You
for dying on the cross for our sins.  Now we don’t have to be afraid of dying
because You will take us to heaven to be with You.  Help us to trust You always. 
Amen.
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Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Luke 8:40-56


Of what does this lily remind you?
 
Why is Easter such an important day for
us?


Learn from our lesson how Jesus showed
His power over even death itself.


Prayer  - TLH  3 v. 1


Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine.  Amen.


Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus - Luke 8:40-56


So it was, when Jesus returned,
that the multitude welcomed Him,
for they were all waiting for Him. 
And behold, there came a man
named Jairus, and he was a ruler of
the synagogue. And he fell down at
Jesus' feet and begged Him to
come to his house, for he had an
only daughter about twelve years of
age, and she was dying. 


But as He went, the multitudes


crowded around Him. Then a
woman in the crowd who had been
sick for twelve years, touched the
hem of Jesus’ garment hoping that
He could help her.  Immediately, she
was healed.  When Jesus asked who
had touched Him, she fell at His feet
and told Him why she had touched
Him.  Then Jesus said, "Daughter, be
of good cheer; your faith has made
you well. Go in peace." 
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While He was still speaking,
someone came from the ruler of the
synagogue's house, saying to him,
"Your daughter is dead. Do not
trouble the Teacher."  


But when Jesus heard it, He
answered him, saying, "Do not be
afraid; only believe, and she will be
made well."  


When He came into the house,
He permitted no one to go in except
Peter, James, and John, and the
father and mother of the girl.  Now
all wept and mourned for her; but
He said, "Do not weep; she is not
dead, but sleeping."


  And they ridiculed Him, knowing
that she was dead.  But He put them
all outside, took her by the hand and
called, saying, "Little girl, arise."  


Then her spirit returned, and she
arose immediately. And He
commanded that she be given
something to eat.  And her parents
were astonished, but He charged
them to tell no one what had
happened.


Outer Aim - Jesus made Jairus’ daughter alive.


Recalling Details  Fill in the blanks with the correct word.


1.  Jairus was the ________________of the synagogue.


2.  Jairus asked ______________to come to his house.


3.  Jairus’s ___________________was very sick.


4.  A messenger said it was too _____________for Jesus to come.


5.  At Jairus’s house, many people were ____________.


6.  Jesus said, “The little girl is ___________________.”


7.  Jesus took the girl’s parent’s and _______________  disciples into the house.


8.  Jesus made the little girl _______________by the power of His Word.
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Do You Remember? Put “Yes” or “No” in the blank.


1. _____ Jairus had only one child.


2. _____ Jairus wasn’t sure that Jesus could help him.


3. _____ The messenger thought it was too late for Jesus to help.


4. _____ Jesus told the woman that He had made her  well. 


5. _____ People were crying because the girl had died.


Discussion Questions


1. How was Jesus received when He returned to the city of Capernaum?


2. Why was the woman in the story healed when she touched Jesus’ garment?


3. What does this section of Scripture tell us about the power of Jesus?


4. Which two people in the story showed that they believed in Jesus?  How?


5. Why do you think that Jesus told the parents to give the girl something to eat
after she was alive?


6. Why did Jesus refer to death as a  “sleep”?


7. What does this story tell us about what we should do when we need help?


8. How can you comfort someone who is sick or has lost a loved one ?


Inner Aim - We too will be made alive and will live forever in heaven.
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Hymn Study WS 785 v. 3, 4


Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.


Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.


Memory Passage


John 11:25-26 - Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and


believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”


Do you believe this message?


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, 
Teach us to come to You with all our needs just like Jairus did.  Give us a faith


which trusts that You will take care of us in times of sickness.  We know that
because You died for us and rose again on Easter, we do not need to fear
death.  Help us to believe that our death will be just the beginning of
everlasting life with You in Heaven.  We thank You for conquering sin and death
for us.  Keep us faithful until death.  Amen.
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Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Luke 8:40-56


What does this lily remind you of?
 
Why is Easter such an important day for us?


Learn from our lesson how Jesus showed His
power over even death itself.


Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Thy Spirit send with grace divine,
And let Thy truth within us shine.  Amen.


(TLH  #3)


Jesus Raises the Daughter of Jairus
Luke 8:40-56


So it was, when Jesus returned, that the
multitude welcomed Him, for they were all
waiting for Him. 


{41} And behold, there came a man
named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus' feet
and begged Him to come to his house, {42}
for he had an only daughter about twelve
years of age, and she was dying. 


But as He went, the multitudes
thronged Him. {43} Now a woman, having a
flow of blood for twelve years, who had
spent all her livelihood on physicians and
could not be healed by any, {44} came from
behind and touched the border of His


garment. And immediately her flow of
blood stopped. 


{45} And Jesus said, "Who touched
Me?" When all denied it, Peter and those
with him said, "Master, the multitudes
throng and press You, and You say, 'Who
touched Me?'" {46} But Jesus said,
"Somebody touched Me, for I perceived
power going out from Me." 


{47} Now when the woman saw that
she was not hidden, she came trembling;
and falling down before Him, she declared
to Him in the presence of all the people the
reason she had touched Him and how she
was healed immediately. {48} And He said
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to her, "Daughter, be of good cheer; your
faith has made you well. Go in peace." 


{49} While He was still speaking,
someone came from the ruler of the
synagogue's house, saying to him, "Your
daughter is dead. Do not trouble the
Teacher." {50} But when Jesus heard it, He
answered him, saying, "Do not be afraid; only
believe, and she will be made well." 


{51} When He came into the house, He
permitted no one to go in except Peter,
James, and John, and the father and


mother of the girl. {52} Now all wept and
mourned for her; but He said, "Do not weep;
she is not dead, but sleeping." {53} And
they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was
dead. {54} But He put them all outside, took
her by the hand and called, saying, "Little
girl, arise." {55} Then her spirit returned, and
she arose immediately. And He
commanded that she be given something
to eat. {56} And her parents were
astonished, but He charged them to tell no
one what had happened.


Identification -  Who said the following?
“Who touched Me?”_______________________


“If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made
well.” ________________________


“My daughter is at the point of death.”
_________________


“Your faith has made you
well.”________________


“Your daughter is dead.”
____________________________


“Little girl, I say to you, arise.”
________________________


“She is not dead, but sleeping.”
______________________


Using Your Bibles
Match the passage with the description by putting the correct letter in the blank.


1._____John 14:1-2 A.  All who believe in Jesus will live eternally after they die.


2._____1 Cor. 15:20 B.  Death cannot hurt us.  We will overcome death.


3._____1 Cor. 15:54-55 C.  This is what heaven will be like.


4._____1 Thess. 4:13-14 D.  Jesus has prepared a place for us and will come again.


5._____Revelation 21:4 E.  Death is like falling asleep. We will awaken.


6._____John 11:25 F.  Because Jesus rose from the dead, we will live also.
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Some Things to Think About


1. How do you feel when you think about dying?


2. Why don’t we have to be afraid of dying?


3. Is it all right to sing joyful songs at a believer’s funeral?  Why?


4. To whom should we go for help in times of sickness or any other trouble?


5. Does God always heal our sickness or diseases?  Explain.


Hymn - Read the words of Hymn 206 (verse 2) and explain these phrases:


Jesus, my Redeemer lives; I, too, unto life shall waken.
Endless joy my Savior gives; shall my courage, then, be shaken?
Shall I fear, or could the Head rise and leave His members dead?


“I, too, unto life shall waken.”


“...could the Head rise and leave His members dead?”


Memory Passage


John 11:25 - Jesus said to her, ”I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live.”


Prayer


Dear Lord Jesus, teach us to come to You with all our needs just like Jairus did. 
Give us a faith that trusts that You will take care of us in times of sickness.  We
know that because You died for us and rose again on Easter, we do not need
to fear death.  Help us to believe that our death will be just the beginning of
everlasting life with You in Heaven.  We thank You for conquering sin and
death for us.  Keep us faithful until death.  Amen. 
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