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STORY 7/19/2003


Announcing a Miracle Child - Luke 1:26-56, Matthew 1:18-25


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, the truths I am about to present with this lesson are doubted and attacked so 
mightily today, yet they are so important in assuring Your children that Jesus is indeed their Savior.  
Bless me, Your servant, as I carry Your Word to those in my care.  May the students' faith in Your 
amazing power and love be strengthened and move them to praise You with faith, word, and deeds, 
now and into eternity. Amen


VOCABULARY
Galilee - The northern province of Israel during Roman occupation, with King Herod allowed to rule.
Nazareth - means "verdant" or "offshoot" and brings to mind the prophecy in Isaiah 11:1 that Jesus would
come from the stem or shoot of the tribe of Jesse (cf. Matthew 2:23).  
Betrothed - pledged to be married, the commitment had already been made to be husband and wife."
found with child” -  she was pregnant.
public example - charge her with adultery and refuse to marry her.
Jesus - the name literally means “Savior”.
Immanuel -  literally it means "God with us", a testimony that Mary's Son would be God in human flesh.


OUTER AIM
God announces the miracle of Jesus' birth.


INNER AIM
Believers show faith in the miracle within Jesus' birth.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 11-16)
When everything was ready, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman (Gal. 4:4). (The study of how 
human history converged to make this the right moment is beyond the scope of this lesson.) Jesus' 
forerunner, John, was on his way.  So God sent His angel to a humble virgin (unmarried girl) of the 
tribe of David.  (cf. Isaiah. 7:14 “Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son...”).  Various events 
emphasize how the birth of Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies and reveal that Jesus was the 
promised Messiah and Savior.
Below are notes on each verse of the account:
Luke 1:26 
< in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy.
< Gabriel: the same angel sent to Zacharias (and Daniel).
v. 27
< betrothed (see above) to Joseph of the house of David: note that both mother and stepfather were of


the house of David, just as God has prophecied.  
< Joseph’s family tree is traced in Matthew 1:1-18 and Mary’s in Luke 3:23-38.
< Virgin : repeated twice to emphasize the fulfillment of God's prophecy of  Isaiah 7:14.
v. 28
< Rejoice, highly favored one: (sometimes "Hail, Mary") The angel's greeting to Mary has been twisted


to support the worship of Mary, a modern idolatry in some churches.  
< The greeting announces that Mary should rejoice because of the blessing God is giving her.
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v. 29
< Troubled : Mary was perplexed, confused about the angel's words;
< considered : She thought intently about the unusual greeting.
vs. 30-33
< Do not be afraid, Mary : Like all sinful people, Mary was afraid in the presence of the holy angel.
< Jesus : Savior, Redeemer cf. with Matt 1:21.
< Called the Son of the Highest : Son of God because Jesus is exactly that.
< Throne of His father David : Jesus would be a descendent of King David according to promise and


would rule over the house of Jacob (spiritual Israel) forever.
v. 34
< How can this be? : Mary was confused about the means how this would be accomplished, because


pregnancy could only happen by sexual intercourse.
v. 35
< Holy Spirit shall come upon you, ...overshadow you : the Third person of the divine trinity would


accomplish this mysterious miracle of uniting God with human flesh.  
< So the Son of God from eternity also took on human flesh and became God and man, the Holy One,


Jesus, the Incarnate (in flesh) Son of God.
vs. 36-37
< barren: without having children and assumed unable to have children because of age.  
< This message was given as encouragement to Mary that God has the power to do anything.
v. 38
< maidservant of the Lord : Mary's humble acceptance of her miraculous conception demonstrates a


humble willingness to take God at His Word and to serve in faith according to it.
vs. 39-40
< with haste, to .. Judah, hill country : Mary hurried the 80 miles or so to be with Elizabeth, pregnant with


John, to share the good news with someone.
v. 41
< the babe leaped : John, a human baby at 6 months, reacted favorably to the mother of Jesus greeting his


mother.
< Elizabeth's words show that the Holy Spirit revealed the nature of God's blessing upon Mary.
vs. 42-45
< Elizabeth spoke out : With exuberance, Elizabeth rejoiced with Mary, humbly accepted the fact of the


miracle taking place within Mary  and marveled that Mary should be visiting her.  
< Elizabeth also encouraged Mary in her faith that the Lord would indeed fulfill His promised blessing.
vs. 46-55
< My soul magnifies the Lord : declares the greatness of the Lord in awe of His amazing blessing.  
< Mary looked with joyful faith to the special baby in her womb to save her also from sin. 
< All but one of the statements in Mary's song were from the Old Testament. 
< has regarded the lowly state : Mary in humbleness praised God for the honor given her, despite what


might be considered her low position in the world's eyes.  
< Mary realized that God with great mercy was fulfilling His centuries-old promises of a Savior for her


and all believers.


Matt 1:18-19
< birth of Jesus Christ : the unusual circumstances surrounding Jesus' birth needed to be explained,
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especially to Mary's intended husband who would be Jesus' stepfather.  
< Before they were formally married, Mary was known to be expecting a baby.  
< In all other circumstances, that would have been considered a sin which according to Mosaic Law


(Deuteronomy 22:13-21) could have meant her death or at least a private divorce.
vs. 20-21
< in a dream : God chose to send Joseph a message this way.  
< Joseph should not fear the consequences of accepting Mary as his wife because God was working a


special miracle here.  
< Mary had conceived by the Holy Spirit, resulting in a boy to be named Jesus.  
< Notice that the message emphasizes Joseph is David's descendent and that Mary is his wife. 
< Jesus' name fits His sole purpose on earth, namely, to save His people from their sins.
vs 22-23
< that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet : Matthew was writing to the Jewish people,


showing them that Jesus was their Savior.  
< Matthew, by the Holy Spirit, quoted Isaiah 7:14 to emphasize that Jesus had to be both "God with us"


and conceived of a virgin in fulfillment of God's promise.
vs 24-25 
< Joseph, .., did as the angel of the Lord commanded him : Joseph also believed the miracle within Jesus'


birth and followed the instructions of the Lord.  
< They called Mary's firstborn son, “Jesus.”


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, You teach us today that Jesus is both Your only-begotten Son and also a 
human being born of a virgin named Mary.  This miracle made Jesus both God and Man and so our perfect,
holy Savior; we know this is a matter of faith.  O Lord, strengthen our faith in this and all other mysteries of
Scripture, that we may remain Your children now and into eternity.  Help us to show our faith with words of
praise and deeds of obedience that blessing may come through us as Your servants.  In the name of Jesus, our
Savior, we pray. Amen.


PRESENTATION
Discuss the different ways that Christians show their love and faith in God's Word: read and meditate 
on the Bible; hear it in church; live, believing God's sometimes difficult truths and obeying Him in their 
lives; being kind and helpful to friends, relatives and neighbors.  Mary and Joseph (and Elizabeth) 
showed that they believed God's Word.  As Mary told the angel that she believed what he had told her, she
praised God for this great blessing; Joseph also did as the angel said and married Mary.


Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.
Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.







Announcement of Jesus’ Birth - Teacher’s Notes Page 4


APPLICATIONS
1. As the announcement of John's birth showed that God keeps His promises, this one shows us that God


is able to do so in seemingly impossible ways, if He chooses.  We learn that His power and love,
although hard to grasp intellectually, are acceptable in faith.  Only by faith do we understand that Jesus
is indeed both God and human according to God's plan (Galatians 4:4-5).  As a human being He could
die in payment for our sins; as God His obedience and sin-payment could be flawless, holy and
acceptable.


2. Faith in God's Word shows itself in praise of God for His amazing Grace and in obeying His directions
in our lives. What blessings can result when we live God's way!  We show our faith in the way we treat
everyone around us.  God blesses our lives and others as we live according to His Word.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Matthew 1:21 - "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save 
His people from their sins."
Luke 1:37 - "For with God nothing will be impossible."


Middle any of the above and...
Isaiah 7:14 - "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”
Galatians 4:4 - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law.


Upper any of the above and...
Galatians 4:4-5 - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons.
1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the 
flesh.


HYMN CHOICES
"Savior of the Nations, Come" (TLH 95 vs. 3-4)
"Praise We the Lord This Day" (TLH 274)
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Announcing Jesus’ Birth
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


God sent an angel to deliver a special
message.  The angel Gabriel was sent to a
young woman named Mary.  She was going to
get married to a man named Joseph. The
angel had very good news for Mary.  He told
her that she would have a son and call His
name Jesus because He would be the Savior
of the world.


Mary didn’t understand how she could
have a baby, since she did not yet have a
husband.  The angel told her that this baby
Jesus would be the Son of God.  There is
nothing God cannot do! 


After the angel left, Mary hurried to visit
her cousin, Elizabeth. Elizabeth was married to
Zacharias and they were going to have a
baby named John. When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, John leaped for joy inside her
womb. Mary was excited that Jesus, the Savior
from sin, would be born. She sang a song
praising God for all His blessings to her.


Elizabeth and Zacharias’ son, John,
would grow up to be John the Baptist. John
would tell the people that Jesus was coming
soon.


Now Joseph was a good man. When he
heard that Mary was going to have a baby, he
did not know that the baby was Jesus.  He
decided to send Mary away to have the baby
instead of marrying her.  But an angel came to
him in a dream and told him not to worry.  The
angel said that Joseph should still get married,
because the baby is the Son of God.  The
angel told Joseph that this baby was Jesus,
who would save His people from their sins.


When Joseph woke up from the dream,
he did what the Lord’s angel had told him to
do.  He took Mary home, married her, and took
care of her.  


Joseph and Mary believed and
trusted in God.


By faith we also believe and trust in
God’s promises. 


Passage
“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people
from their sins.”  Matthew 1:21


Hymn & Prayer - WS 713 v. 1, 3


Your little ones, dear Lord, are we
And come Your lowly bed to see;
Enlighten ev’ry soul and mind
That we the way to You may find.


Oh, draw us wholly to You, Lord,
To us Your constant grace accord;
True faith and love to us impart
That we may hold You in our heart. Amen.







2New Testament                                                                  Announcing Jesus’ Birth  - Preschool


X


X X X
X


X


X


X


Classroom Activity -
Color in all the spaces that
have an “X” to show how
Jesus would save His people
from their sins.


Classroom Activity - Draw lines to connect the hearts that match each other.
Recite the passage until it is learned.


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart!”
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Classroom Art Activity - Advent Wreath - Color and
cut out pieces below and assemble as illustrated. Be sure to have 3
purple and 1 pink candle. These may be used as patterns and have
construction paper pieces and a paper plate ring. Decorate with
ribbons and glitter, etc. - use your imagination. 
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Joseph and Mary believed and trusted in God’s promise of Jesus.
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Announcing A Miracle Child
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25
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The Story


We know that nothing is too
hard for God to do.  Today we
will talk about a special miracle
that reminds us how God can
do anything!
 
While Zacharias and Elizabeth
were waiting for John to be
born, God sent another angel to
deliver a message.  The angel
Gabriel visited a young lady
named Mary.  She was engaged
to a man named Joseph. The
angel had very good news for
Mary.  He told her that she
would have a son and call His
name Jesus.


Mary didn’t understand how she
could have a baby, since she
did not yet have a husband. 
The angel told her that this baby
Jesus would be the Son of God. 
He also told her about her
relative Elizabeth.  Even though
Elizabeth and Zacharias were
old, they were going to have a
baby.  There is nothing God
cannot do! 


After the angel left, Mary hurried
to visit Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting, John


leaped for joy inside her womb.
Mary was excited that Jesus, the
Savior from sin, would be born.
She sang a song praising God for
all His blessings to her.


Now Joseph was a good man.
When he heard that Mary was
pregnant, he did not know that
the baby was Jesus.  He
decided to send Mary away to
have the baby instead of
marrying her.  But an angel
came to him in a dream and
told him not to worry.  The angel
said that Joseph should still get
married, because the baby is
the Son of God.  The angel told
Joseph that this baby was Jesus,
who would save His people
from their sins.


When Joseph woke up from the
dream, he did what the Lord’s
angel had told him to do.  He
took Mary home, married her,
and took care of her.  Joseph
and Mary believed and trusted
in God.


By faith we also believe and trust
in God’s promises. 
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X


X
X


X
X


X


X


X


Activity One - Draw a picture that
shows how Mary felt when Gabriel told her
about Jesus.


Activity Two - Color in all the
spaces that have an “X” to show
how Jesus would save His people
from their sins.


Activity Three - Draw lines to connect the hearts that match each other.


“Trust in the Lord with all your heart!”
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Announcing A Miracle Child
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25
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The Story


We know nothing is too
hard for God to do.  Today we
will read about a special
miracle which reminds us that
God can do anything! 


While Zacharias and
Elizabeth were waiting for John
to be born, God sent another
angel to deliver a different
message.  The angel Gabriel
visited a young woman named
Mary.  The angel had very good
news for Mary.  He told her she
would have a son and call His
name Jesus.


Mary was engaged to a
man named Joseph and didn’t
understand how she could have
a baby, since she was not yet
married.  The angel told her
Jesus would be the Son of God. 
He also told her about her
relative Elizabeth.  Even though
Elizabeth and Zacharias were
old, they were going to have a
baby.  There is nothing God
cannot do! 


After the angel left, Mary
hurried to visit Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
Elizabeth could feel John leap
for joy inside her womb. 


Mary was excited. Jesus,


the Savior from sin, would be
born. She sang a song praising
God for all His blessings to her.


Joseph was a good man.
When Joseph heard Mary was
pregnant, he did not know the
baby was Jesus.  He decided to
send Mary away to have the
baby instead of marrying her.  


An angel came to Joseph
in a dream.  The angel said that
Joseph and Mary should still get
married because the baby to
be born to Mary was the Son of
God, Jesus, who would save all
people from their sins.


When Joseph awoke from
the dream, he did what the
Lord’s angel had told him to do. 
He took Mary home, married
her, and took care of her. 
Joseph and Mary believed and
trusted in God. By faith, we also
trust and  believe in God’s
promises. 


God announces the miracle of
Jesus' birth.
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Activity One - Fill in the blanks to complete the following sentences. A letter has been
given in each word.


God sent the angel __ __ __  __  __ E __ with a message to Mary.


When Mary greeted Elizabeth,  J __  __  __ leaped in Elizabeth’s womb.


An angel came to __  __ S __  __  __  in a dream.


Mary sang a  S __  __  __ praising God.


By faith we __  __ U __  __  and believe God’s promises.


Now unscramble the letters that were given to show the name of the miracle child.


____  ____  ____   ____   ____


Activity Two - Find the following names in the puzzle. Can you
tell how each one is part of the miracle in today’s story?


B M K D A J L P O
G A B R I E L E R
F R V J O S E P H
C Y O O R U W M L
E Q A H B S F I D
T N M N E P R A Y


Jesus
Mary
Joseph


John
Gabriel
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Believers show faith in the miracle within Jesus' birth.


Activity Three - Color over each “X” in the puzzle to show a very important message!


“FOXR WITXH GXOD NOXTHINXG


WILLX BXE IMXPOXSSIBLEX.”  (Luke 1:37)


Passage


She will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save 
His people from their sins.  Matthew 1:21


Hymn - TLH 95 v. 1-4


Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.


Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh —
Woman’s Offspring, pure and fresh.


Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
Of the Virgin undefiled!
Tho’ by all the world disowned,
Still to be in heav’n enthroned.


From the Father forth He came
And returneth to the same,
Captive leading death and hell —
High the song of triumph swell!


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for doing what seemed impossible - becoming true God and true
Man. Please strengthen our faith through the study of Your Word. Help us to
show our love for You in everything we think and do.  Amen.
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Announcing A Miracle Child
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:19-25


Look at the picture carefully!
Is this picture possible?
Is it impossible?
Is anything impossible?


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
You alone are capable of the


impossible. Help me to see the
miracle of our Savior’s birth through
the eyes of faith. With You, all things are truly possible. Amen.


The Story - Luke 1:26-56


         Now in the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, (27) to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. (28) And
having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is
with you; blessed are you among
women!” 


(29) But when she saw him, she
was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting
this was. (30) Then the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. (31) And behold,
you will conceive in your womb and
bring forth a Son, and shall call His
name JESUS. 


(32) He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Highest; and the
Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David. (33) And He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there will be no end.” 


(34) Then Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I do not know a
man?”


(35) And the angel answered and
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest
will overshadow you; therefore, also,
that Holy One who is to be born of you
will be called the Son of God. 


(36) Now indeed, Elizabeth your
relative has also conceived a son in her
old age; and this is now the sixth month
for her who was called barren. (37) For
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with God nothing shall be impossible.” 
(38) Then Mary said, “Behold the


maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me
according to your word.” And the
angel departed from her. 


(39) Now Mary arose in those days
and went into the hill country with
haste, to a city of Judah, (40) and
entered the house of Zacharias and
greeted Elizabeth. 


(41) And it happened, when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary,
that the babe leaped in her womb;
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. (42) Then she spoke out with a
loud voice and said, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! (43) But why is this
granted to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? (44) For
indeed, as soon as the voice of your
greeting sounded in my ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy. (45) Blessed
is she who believed, for there will be a
fulfillment of those things which were
told her from the Lord.” 


(46) And Mary said: “My soul
magnifies the Lord, (47) and my spirit
has rejoiced in God my Savior. (48) For
He has regarded the lowly state of His
maidservant; For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed. (49) For
He who is mighty has done great things
for me, And holy is His name. (50) And
His mercy is on those who fear Him From
generation to generation. (51) He has
shown strength with His arm; He has
scattered the proud in the imagination
of their hearts. (52) He has put down the


 mighty from their thrones, And exalted
the lowly. (53) He has filled the hungry
with good things, And the rich He has
sent away empty. (54) He has helped
His servant Israel, In remembrance of His
mercy, (55) As He spoke to our fathers,
To Abraham and to his seed forever.” 


(56) And Mary remained with her
about three months, and returned to
her house. 


Matthew1:19-25
Joseph her husband, being a just


man, and not wanting to make her a
public example, was minded to put her
away secretly. 


(20) But while he thought about
these things, behold, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take to you Mary your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit. (21) And she will bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will save His people from
their sins.” 


(22) So all this was done that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying:
(23) “Behold, the virgin shall be with
child, and bear a Son, and they shall
call His name Immanuel,” which is
translated, “God with us.” (24) Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did
as the angel of the Lord commanded
Him and took to him his wife, (25) and
did not know her till she had brought
forth her firstborn Son. And he called His
name JESUS.


Outer Aim - God announces the miracle of Jesus’ birth.







3New Testament                                                                  Announcement of Jesus’ Birth  - Level 3


What the Story Tells Us - Write the correct letter in the blank.


1. Mary was ______ to Joseph.
a. married
b. engaged
c. related


2. Gabriel was sent by God to tell Mary
she would be the mother of _____.
a. John
b. Joseph
c. Jesus


3. Mary wondered how this could be
because she didn’t have a ________.
a. husband
b. house
c. doctor


4. With God, nothing is _______.
a. impossible
b. easy
c. finished


5. When Elizabeth saw Mary, her baby
_____.
a. said, “Jesus!”
b. was born
c. leaped in her womb


6. Mary praised God for _____.
a. doing great things for her
b. scattering the proud and


exalting the lowly
c. sending the Savior
d. all of the above


Inner Aim - Believers show faith in the miracle of Jesus’ birth.


What God Tells Us – Write “M” after each statement that identifies a miracle.


1. Mary was pregnant with Jesus. __________


2. Mary believed the words of Gabriel. __________


3. Joseph believed the words of Gabriel. __________


4. When Mary saw her, Elizabeth’s baby leaped in her womb. __________


5. We believe the truth of Jesus’ birth. __________
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Hymn - TLH 95 v. 1-4


Savior of the nations, come,
Virgin’s Son, make here Thy home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,
That the Lord chose such a birth.


Not by human flesh and blood,
By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh —
Woman’s Offspring, pure and fresh.


Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child
Of the Virgin undefiled!
Tho’ by all the world disowned,
Still to be in heav’n enthroned.


From the Father forth He came
And returneth to the same,
Captive leading death and hell —
High the song of triumph swell!


Passages


Matthew 1:21 “And she will bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His
name JESUS, for He will save His


people from their sins.”


Luke 1:37 “For with God nothing will
be impossible.”


Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you
a sign; Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a


Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”


Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had
come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,


born under the law.


Your Turn - Mary showed her faith in God in the words of her song and in following God’s
directions for her. List ways we can show our faith. Write a prayer asking God to help us do
so.


Prayer


Dear Father in Heaven, 
You teach us today that Jesus is both Your only begotten Son and also a human being


born of a virgin Mary. This miracle made Jesus both God and Man, and so our perfect, holy
Savior; we know this is a matter of faith. O Lord, strengthen our faith in this and all other
mysteries of Scripture, that we may remain Your children now and into eternity. Help us to
show our faith with words of praise and deeds of obedience, that blessing may come
through us as Your servants. In the name of Jesus, our Savior, we pray. Amen.
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Announcement of Jesus’ Birth
Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:19-25


Does this picture seem possible?


Is anything in this picture 
impossible?


Is anything impossible?


Prayer


Dear Lord, You alone are capable of what
to us may seem impossible. We thank you
for accomplishing the miracle birth of Your Son, true God and true man. Be with us as we
study Your Word. Through that Word make our faith strong to believe in our salvation which
comes through Your marvelous miracle.  Amen.


The Story - Luke 1:26-56


         Now in the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, (27) to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. (28) And having come in,
the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly
favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed
are you among women!” 


(29) But when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and considered
what manner of greeting this was. (30)
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. (31) And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall
call His name JESUS. 


(32) He will be great, and will be


called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father
David. (33) And He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom
there will be no end.” 


(34) Then Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I do not know a
man?”


(35) And the angel answered and
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born of you will be called
the Son of God. 


(36) Now indeed, Elizabeth your
relative has also conceived a son in her old
age; and this is now the sixth month for her
who was called barren. (37) For with God
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nothing shall be impossible.” 
(38) Then Mary said, “Behold the


maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her. 


(39) Now Mary arose in those days
and went into the hill country with haste,
to a city of Judah, (40) and entered the
house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 


(41) And it happened, when
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that
the babe leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. (42)
Then she spoke out with a loud voice and
said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb! (43) But
why is this granted to me, that the mother
of my Lord should come to me? (44) For
indeed, as soon as the voice of your
greeting sounded in my ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy. (45) Blessed is
she who believed, for there will be a
fulfillment of those things which were told
her from the Lord.” 


(46) And Mary said: “My soul
magnifies the Lord, (47) and my spirit has
rejoiced in God my Savior. (48) For He has
regarded the lowly state of His
maidservant; For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed. (49) For He
who is mighty has done great things for
me, And holy is His name. (50) And His
mercy is on those who fear Him From
generation to generation. (51) He has
shown strength with His arm; He has
scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts. (52) He has put down the
mighty from their thrones, And exalted the
lowly. (53) He has filled the hungry with
good things, And the rich He has sent


away empty. (54) He has helped His
servant Israel, In remembrance of His
mercy, (55) As He spoke to our fathers,
ToAbraham and to his seed forever.” 


(56) And Mary remained with her
about three months, and returned to her
house. 


Matthew 1:19-25
Joseph her husband, being a just


man, and not wanting to make her a
public example, was minded to put her
away secretly. 


(20) But while he thought about
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. (21)
And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His
people from their sins.” 


(22) So all this was done that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying: (23) “Behold,
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with
us.” (24) Then Joseph, being aroused from
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
commanded Him and took to him his wife,
(25) and did not know her till she had
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he
called His name JESUS.
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Outer Aim - God announces the miracle of Jesus’ birth.


Recalling Details
Tell how Gabriel, Mary, Joseph, and Elizabeth are important to today’s lesson. Find and
discuss at least three miracles in today’s lesson.


Discussion Questions
1. Name four people to whom Gabriel had been sent.
2. Why do you think it was so important that Mary be a virgin?
3. How did Gabriel’s message show that Mary’s baby would be the Savior promised in the


Old Testament?
4. Why might Joseph have been inclined to divorce Mary?
5. See if you can find a hymn in the Lutheran Hymnal that is based on Mary’s song. Write a


prayer verse of your own.


Inner Aim - Believers show faith in the miracle of Jesus’ birth.


Passages
(Isaiah 7:14) “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive


and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”


(Galatians 4:4-5) But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might


receive the adoption as sons.


(I Timothy 3:16) And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was
manifested in the flesh.


Hymn
Look at Hymn 274.  Paraphrase each verse in a sentence or two.


Prayer
Dear Father in Heaven, You teach us today that Jesus is both Your only begotten Son and
also a human being born of a virgin named Mary. This miracle made Jesus both God and
Man, and so our perfect, holy Savior; we know this is a matter of faith. O Lord, strengthen our
faith in this and all other mysteries of Scripture, that we may remain Your children now and
into eternity. Help us to show our faith with words of praise and deeds of obedience, that
blessing may come through us as Your servants. In the name of Jesus, our Savior, we pray.
Amen.
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The Marriage at Cana - John 2:1-12


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, through the miracle at the wedding at Cana help us to believe that He was not only a
good man, but also the Son of God sent to be our Savior.  Strengthen our faith in Him that we may turn to
Him both for forgiveness and for whatever needs we may have.  And having asked, help us to leave our
needs in His powerful hands to meet them according to His will.  You, O Lord, established the estate of
marriage from the 6th day of Creation.  Today marriages are so much under attack and so many homes lie
shattered by thoughtless sin and selfishness.  I pray that you would impress on us Your desire for a Christ
centered home where Jesus Christ's blessing will rest, even as He blessed with His presence and glory that
marriage at Cana.  In Jesus Name we ask, Amen.


VOCABULARY
Manner of purification - Jewish customs and religious ceremonies used large quantities of water for
washing and cleaning.  Guests would bathe their feet upon entering the house; people would wash before and
after every meal, and various household objects would be cleansed. The water was stored in large pots.
Master of the feast -  he was in charge of the servants and the arrangements for the feast.  Wine and 
food were prepared under his supervision before being given to the guests.
Manifested His glory -  revealed, or made known His divinity, that He was God as well as man.


OUTER AIM
Jesus changed water into wine to show He is God.


INNER AIM
Jesus’ miracles strengthen our faith that He is God and will take care of all our needs.


BACKGROUND
Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 94-99)
Although Jesus is God, in order to save us He took the body of a human being and lived under the 
laws of God.  When He walked this earth those thirty-three years of His life, people saw Him primarily as a
human being.  Yet at times, Jesus let people see that He was also true God as He helped people 
with their problems and the effects of sin.  This helped strengthen the faith of those who believed in 
Him as their Lord and Savior.  It also further convicted those who rejected Jesus. (John 20:30-31; 
10:37-38)


John 2:1
< A wedding was an especially joyous occasion for the Jews. 
<  The bride was led to the home of the groom.  
< After the wedding, the feast would begin.  This wedding feast might last for more than a day.
< Then the bridal couple went to the bridal chamber.  
< This was the third day after John the Baptist sent Andrew and John to follow Jesus.  
< This Cana is traditionally placed about 4 miles north east of Nazareth, Jesus' home town.  See


Rupprecht for connection of Galilee with Is 9:1-2.  
< Jesus' mother Mary was there, but no mention is made of Joseph.
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v. 2
< Jesus and His disciples attend the wedding.  
< Five disciples had been called at this point: Andrew, Peter, John, Philip and Nathaniel (Bartholomew).  
< From this many see Jesus' continued blessing on the estate of marriage and of celebrating weddings as


special occasions.
< This event brings us to see that God favors marriage; the drink of choice may be alcoholic, but we know


God doesn’t approve of drunkenness.
v. 3
< Wine, often mixed with water, was used commonly throughout Palestine since much of the water was not


good for drinking.  And at a celebration it was also appropriate.  
< Whether too many guests had come or the family had insufficient funds, the celebration (which lasted


sometimes for days) had used up all the wine.  
< Mary came to Jesus, requesting His special aid for the family when they ran out of wine.  
< From Jesus' reply in the next verse, we sense that Jesus thought she was out of line with her expectations of


Him.
v. 4
< Note that Jesus calls her only “woman” (like the modern term, "lady") and not “Mother.”  His mild rebuke


lets her know that in matters of His work, she does not have authority over Him.  
< (This passage condemns the false Catholic belief that Mary is "Co-redemptrix" or the "Queen of Heaven"


or in some way equal to, or even greater than Jesus.)  
< Jesus knew full well the situation and had in mind what He would do and when He would do it.
v. 5
< Mary accepted the rebuke of Jesus, yet showed her faith in Him with this request to the servants of the


house. 
< Her request implied the thought, "No matter how ridiculous it may seem, do it."  Cf. 2 Kings 
5:1-18
v. 6
< See vocabulary notes.  Note the quantity: 120-130 gallons.
v. 7
< The servants thus far did what Jesus commanded, carrying water to the house to fill the jars to the brim.
v. 8
< Here the servants' faith was tested.  
< Taking water to be used as wine to the master of the feast could get them into serious trouble. 
< Despite that, they again obeyed Jesus and took the water to the Master of the feast. (see vocabulary


notes.)
v. 9
< The man in charge of the feast suddenly found an abundant source of wine, whereas shortly before the wine


had been gone. 
< Only the servants knew where the wine had come from, the miracle performed by Jesus.
v. 10
< The wine that Jesus so graciously and miraculously provided not only was real wine but was better in


quality than what had been previously served.  
< This gift to His hosts served their needs and would be a gift they could keep on using for months or years.
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v. 11
< This miracle was the first one that Jesus performed.  
< Other traditions and writings speak of Jesus doing miracles in His youth, but this scripture contradicts them. 


< He did this miracle a) to serve the needs of others and b) to reveal to people that He was the Christ, the
Son of God, prophesied to be their Savior. 


< We see that through this sign, Jesus' disciples believed in Him, as Jesus revealed the glory of His person,
His purpose, and His work.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear God, Our Father in Heaven, help us to see through the awesome miracle He did that Jesus was 
not only a good man but also the Son of God come to earth to be our Savior.  Teach us to turn to Jesus 
for our needs, knowing that in the way that is best for us, He will meet those needs, as  He helped 
those people at Cana in their time of need.  O Lord, bless our homes with your presence too and 
strengthen our trust in You for forgiveness of sins and all that we need. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.
Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account. 


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


ACTIVITY
You may want to have the children glue page 4 on a separate sheet before doing this activity to make the vase
more stable.


APPLICATIONS
1. Jesus used a miracle to strengthen the faith of His people.  God uses this story and the rest of God's Word


to make our faith stronger as well.  We cannot make genuine wine instantly from water, so what does this
show us about Jesus?


2. Review why Jesus performed miracles.  He did not do them to show-off, just to impress people with His
power.  He did not do them for selfish reasons.  He did them to a) prove that He was the Son of God, true
God and True Man in one person, and 2) to serve people in time of need.  The miracles were signs that
pointed to Jesus as the One who could make satisfaction for the sins of the world.  Jesus' primary work
was to die on the cross for the sins of the world, so the miracles were never intended to overshadow Jesus'
purpose.


** Note: The discussion of whether God performs miracles today may be beyond the scope of the time 
given to your lesson.  God still does miracles today though we may fail to recognize them as such.  In 
our time of need, we leave it to God to provide whatever method of deliverance He considers best as we pray
"Thy will be done."  Because we have God's Word, we do not need to be shown miracles 
today to believe in God or Jesus as our Savior.  (Luke 16;16-31; John 20:30-31; Romans 10:17)
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PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson. For
possible discussion: Genesis 2:22-24 - God created  the first marriage.


Lower
Psalms 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.


Middle any of the above and...
Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh.


Upper any of the above and...
John 20:30-31 - And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not 
written in this book;  but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.


HYMN CHOICES
"Oh, Blest the House, Whate'er Befall" (TLH 625 all)
"Commit Whatever Grieves Thee" (TLH 520: 1,4, 5-9)
"The Lord My Shepherd Is" (TLH 426 :1-6)
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The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-11


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child


This Bible lesson is about a wedding in a
town called Cana.  Since Mary and Jesus knew
the bride and groom, they were invited to the
wedding.  Jesus’ helpers or disciples were
invited, too.  Everyone was happy to see the
bride and groom get married.


All the guests went to the groom’s house
for a big celebration party.  Sometimes
wedding celebrations would last for many
days.  At this wedding dinner, they ran out of
wine long before the celebration was over. 
Now all the guests would have to drink water.


Mary told Jesus, “They have no wine.” 
Mary knew Jesus could help.


Jesus assured Mary that God provides
for all needs when He knows the proper time to
help has come.


Mary told the servants, “Whatever Jesus
says to you, do it.”


Jesus told the servants to fill the water
pots with water.  This was a big job.  There were
six huge water pots and each one would hold
as much water as a bathtub.  The servants did
as Jesus said and filled each pot to the very
brim with water.


Then Jesus said, “Take some out now
and take it to the master of the feast.”  The
servants obeyed.


Something strange and wonderful
happened to the water.  It turned into wine! 
The master tasted the wine but did not know
where the servants had gotten it.  The servants
knew, though, that it had come from the stone
pots that they had filled with water.  They knew
that Jesus had changed all that water into
wine.


The master called the bridegroom and
said, “Every man serves his best wine first, and
then later serves the cheaper wine, but you


have kept the best wine until now!”
This was the first miracle Jesus did.  He


changed the water into wine to show the glory
of God.  Jesus’ disciples believed in Him as the
Son of God.


Passage
  “You are the Christ, the Son of the living


God.”  Matthew 16:16


Hymn TLH 625 v. 2


Oh, blest the house where faith ye find
And all within have set their mind
To trust their God and serve Him still
And do in all His holy will!


Prayer
Dear Jesus, We thank You for showing us


by Your miracles that You are God.  Help us to
pray to You about all our needs.  Help us trust
that, as God, You can always help us.  Thank
You for taking away our sins.  We are so happy
that You have promised to take all Your
children to heaven one day. Please keep us
faithful until that day. Amen
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Classroom Activity - Help the children color all the gifts God has given them. Talk
about each one. Circle the one that is the most important Gift.


”And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19
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Classroom Art Activity - Color the strip at the bottom of the page according to
the color directions, then cut it out. Color the water pot below, cut out the top oval, and
make the slits. Position the blue/maroon strip in the slits behind the water pot so that it
changes from water to wine.


C
Color this side


MAROON
Color this side


BLUE
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The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-11
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The Story


This Bible story is about a
wedding in a town called Cana. 
Since Mary and Jesus knew the
bride and groom, they were
invited to the wedding.  Jesus’
disciples were invited, too. 
Everyone was happy to see the
bride and groom get married.


All the guests went to the
groom’s house for a big
celebration (party).  Sometimes
wedding celebrations would last
for several days.  At this wedding
dinner, they ran out of wine long
before the celebration was over. 
Now all the guests would have to
drink water.


Mary told Jesus, “They have
no wine.”  Mary knew Jesus could
help.


Jesus assured Mary that God
provides for all needs when He
knows the proper time to help has
come.


Mary told the servants,
“Whatever Jesus says to you, do
it.”


Jesus told the servants to fill
the water pots with water.  This
was a big job.  There were six
huge water pots and each one
would hold as much water as a
bathtub.  The servants did as
Jesus said and filled each pot to
the very brim with water.


Then Jesus said, “Take some
out now and take it to the master
of the feast.”  The servants
obeyed.


Something strange and
wonderful happened to the
water.  It turned into wine!  The
master tasted the wine but did
not know where the servants had
gotten it.  The servants knew,
though, that it had come from the
stone pots that they had filled
with water.  They knew that Jesus
had changed all that water into
wine.


The master called the
bridegroom and said, “Every man
serves his best wine first, and then
later serves the cheaper wine,
but you have kept the best wine
until now!”


This was the first miracle Jesus
did.  He changed the water into
wine to show the glory of God. 
Jesus’ disciples believed in Him as
the Son of God.


Passage


  “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” 


Matthew 16:16
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Color the Gifts from God
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in


glory by Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19


Closing Prayer


Dear Jesus, we thank You for showing us by Your miracles that You
are God.  Help us to pray to You about all our needs.  Help us trust that,
as God, You can always help us.  Thank You for taking away our sins.  We
are so happy that You have promised to take all Your children to
heaven one day. Please keep us faithful until that day. Amen.







New Testament                                                                                   Wedding at Cana  - Level 14


Activity - Color the strip at the bottom of the page according to the color directions,
then cut it out. Color the water pot below, cut out the top oval, and make the slits. Position
the blue/maroon strip in the slits behind the water pot so that it changes from water to
wine.


C
Color this side


MAROON
Color this side


BLUE
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The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-12
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The Story


Have you ever gone to a
wedding? Imagine having Jesus be
a guest. Today we will read how
Jesus helped at a wedding.


Once there was a wedding in a
town called Cana.  Since Mary and
Jesus knew the bride and groom,
they were invited to the wedding. 
Jesus’ disciples were invited, too. 
Everyone was happy to see the
bride and groom get married.


All the guests went to the
groom’s house for a big celebration. 
In those days wedding celebrations
would sometimes last several days. 
At the wedding dinner, they ran out
of wine long before the celebration
was over.  Now all the guests would
have to drink water.


Mary knew Jesus could help.
She told Jesus, “There is no wine.” 


Jesus assured Mary that God
provides for all needs when He
knows the proper time to help has
come.


Mary told the servants,
“Whatever Jesus says to you, do it.”


Jesus told the servants to fill the
water pots with water.  This was a big
job.  There were six huge water pots
and each one would hold as much
water as a bathtub.  The servants did
as Jesus said and filled each pot to
the very brim with water.


Then Jesus said, “Take some out
now and take it to the master of the
feast.”  The servants obeyed.


Something wonderful
happened to the water.  It turned
into wine!  The master of the feast
tasted the wine. He did not know
where it came from.  The servants
knew that it had come from the
stone pots that they had filled with
water.  They knew that Jesus had
changed all the water into wine.


The master called the
bridegroom and said, “Every man
serves his best wine first, and then
later serves the cheaper wine, but
you have kept the best wine until
now!”


This was the first miracle Jesus
performed.  He changed the water
into wine to show His glory as God’s
Son.  His disciples believed in Him as
the Son of God.


Bible Passages


  “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” Matthew 16:16


“And my God shall supply all
your need according to His


riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
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Recalling the Story - Fill in the blanks with the missing words, then copy the
underlined words in order below. Find out who the disciples believed Jesus was. 


1.  When I am in need, I pray to _______________, Lord Jesus.


2.  Our prayers _________________ always heard by Jesus.


3.  Jesus has ____________ power to answer our prayers.


4.  Jesus ________________ is our Lord and Savior.


5.  Jesus came into ________________ world to save sinners.


6.  God’s ____________died on the cross to take away our sins.


7.  Jesus’ death paid for all ___________________ our sins.


8.  Because He is God, Jesus rose again on _________third day.


9.  Some day we will be _______________with Jesus in heaven.


10. Praise ___________________ from whom all blessings flow!


“________    ________   _______   ______________,   ________   __________ 


_______  _________   ______________    ___________. “    Matthew 16:16


Something to Think About - Follow the arrows that lead to each letter. Write the
letters in order in the blanks below.


__ __ __ __ __    __ __     __ __ __’ __    __ __ __!


Word Box
the
of


You
the


God
are
Son
the


living
Christ
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Activity - Starting at the top of the jug, write only the words that are circled in the blanks
below the jug.


______ ______ ________ ____________ ___________ _______


________ _________ ________________ ______ ________


___________ _____ ____________ ______ ____________ __________. 
Philippians 4:19
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Color the Gifts from God


Closing Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
We thank You for showing us by Your miracles that You are God. 


Help us to pray to You about all our needs.  Help us to trust that, as God,
You can always help us.  Thank You for taking away our sins.  We are so
happy You have promised to take all Your children to heaven one day.
Please keep us faithful until that day.   Amen.
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The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-12


For what things so you pray?


To whom do Christians pray?


Why do you believe that God can answer
your prayer?


Prayer


Dear God, 
Our Father in Heaven, through this


awesome miracle that Jesus did, help us to see that He was not only a good man but
also the Son of God come to earth to be our Savior.  Teach us to turn to Jesus for our
needs.  Help us to know that He will meet those needs in the way that is best for us.  O
Lord, bless our homes with Your presence and strengthen our trust in You  for
forgiveness of sins and all that we need.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.


The Wedding at Cana - John 2:1-12


On the third day there was a
wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. {2} Now
both Jesus and His disciples were
invited to the wedding. {3} And when
they ran out of wine, the mother of
Jesus said to Him, “They have no more
wine.” {4} Jesus said to her, “ Woman,
what does your concern have to do
with Me?  My hour has not yet come.”
{5} His mother said to the servants,
“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 


{6} Now there were set there six
water pots of stone, according to the


manner of purification of the Jews,
containing twenty or thirty gallons
apiece.{7} Jesus said to them, “Fill the
water pots with water.”  And they filled
them up to the brim. {8}  And Jesus said to
them, “Draw some out now, and take it to
the master of the feast.”  And they took it.


 {9}  When the master of the feast
had tasted the water that was made
wine, and did not know where it came
from (but the servants who had drawn the
water knew), the master of the feast
called the bridegroom. {10}  And he said
to him, “Every man at the beginning sets
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out the good wine, and when the
guests have well drunk, then that
which is inferior; but you have kept the
good wine until now.”


 {11}  This beginning of signs Jesus
did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested
His glory; and His disciples believed in
Him.{12}  After this He went down to
Capernaum, He, His mother, His
brothers, and His disciples; and they
did not stay there many days.


Outer Aim - Jesus changed water into wine to show He is God.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks.


1. A wedding took place at Cana.  Cana was in ______________________.


2. When the wine ran out, Jesus’ mother went to Jesus and said,                     


“_________________________________________________________.”


3. Jesus said to her, “My _______________ has not yet come.”


4. Jesus told the _______________ to fill six pots with _______________.


5. He then told them to take some to the ______________________________.


6. When the master tasted the water, it was already made into


____________________.


7. This miracle manifested (showed) Jesus’ _______________ and His disciples


______________ in Him.
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What God Tells Us - Mark each statement (T) if it is true or (F) if it is false and make the
false statements true.


1. _____  Jesus changed water into wine because His mother told Him to.


2. _____  Jesus changed water into wine to impress the wedding guests.


3. _____  Only God could change water into wine.


4. _____  Jesus was only a man.


5. _____ Because Jesus is God, we can be sure He will protect and provide


for us.


6. _____  Jesus had to be true God in order to pay for our sins.


7. _____  This lesson teaches us that Jesus will give us whatever we ask for, no 


       matter what.


8. _____  The disciples’ faith was strengthened after witnessing this miracle.


9. _____  God tells us about Jesus’ miracles to strengthen our faith also.


Passages - Look up the following passages and insert the missing words.


Psalm 50:15 - Call upon _________ in the day of _______________; I will


_______________ you, and you shall ________________ Me.


Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his _______________ and


_______________ and be _______________ to his wife, and they shall become


_______________ flesh.


Inner Aim - Jesus’ miracles support our faith that He is God and will take care of
our needs.
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Hymn - TLH 426


The Lord my Shepherd is,
I shall be well supplied.
Since He is mine and I am His,
What can I want beside?


He leads me to the place 
Where heav’nly pasture grows,
Where living waters gently pass
And full salvation flows.


If e’er I go astray,
He doth my soul reclaim
And guides me in His own right way
For His most holy name.


While He affords His aid,
I cannot yield to fear;
Though I should walk through death’s dark shade,
My Shepherd’s with me there.


Amid surrounding foes
Thou dost my table spread;
My cup with blessing overflows,
And joy exalts my head.


The bounties of Thy love
Shall crown my following days,
Nor from Thy house will I remove
Nor cease to speak Thy praise.


 
Which stanzas of hymn 426 might you  use to explain to someone that Jesus will
provide for their needs?  Explain why you chose each of those stanzas.


Your Turn - Use ideas from the story, passages, and the hymn you read today to
complete the following activity.


A friend comes to you and explains that her grandmother is very sick and is
discouraged that her prayer to God for her to get better doesn’t seem to be
working.  What could you say to your friend?


Prayer - Write a prayer that expresses the things you learned from this lesson.  You may
work with other members of the class.   
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The Wedding at Cana
John 2:1-11


If you saw someone wearing this uniform,
what would it tell you that they were?


How might you feel if you saw this man
when you were in danger?


Why would you feel this way?


Prayer
Dear God, Our Father in Heaven, through this
awesome miracle that He did, help us to see
that Jesus was not only a good man but also
the Son of God come to earth to be our
Savior.  Teach us to turn to Jesus for our needs.  Help us to know that He will meet
those needs in the way that is best for us.  O Lord, bless our homes with Your presence
and strengthen our trust in You  for forgiveness of sins and all that we need.  In Jesus’
name we pray, Amen.


The Wedding at Cana - John 2:1-12


On the third day there was a
wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the
mother of Jesus was there. {2} Now both
Jesus and His disciples were invited to
the wedding. {3} And when they ran out
of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him,
“They have no more wine.” {4} Jesus
said to her, “ Woman, what does your
concern have to do with Me?  My hour
has not yet come.” {5} His mother said
to the servants, “Whatever He says to
you, do it.” 


{6} Now there were set there six


water pots of stone, according to the
manner of purification of the Jews,
containing twenty or thirty gallons
apiece.{7} Jesus said to them, “Fill the
water pots with water.”  And they filled
them up to the brim. {8}  And Jesus said
to them, “Draw some out now, and
take it to the master of the feast.”  And
they took it.


 {9}  When the master of the feast
had tasted the water that was made
wine, and did not know where it came
from (but the servants who had drawn
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the water knew), the master of the feast
called the bridegroom. {10}  And he
said to him, “Every man at the
beginning sets out the good wine, and
when the guests have well drunk, then
that which is inferior; but you have kept
the good wine until now.”


 {11}  This beginning of signs Jesus
did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested
His glory; and His disciples believed in
Him. {12}  After this He went down to
Capernaum, He, His mother, His
brothers, and His disciples; and they did
not stay there many days.


Notes


Recalling Details - In the space provided, retell the story in your own words.


What the Story Tells Us- Outer Aim
Jesus changed water into wine to show He is God.
Discussion Questions


1. What from the story points out that Jesus approves of and blesses marriage?
2. Look up Genesis 2:22-24 and explain what God says about marriage here.
3. Why did Jesus rebuke His mother Mary when she wanted Him to help with the
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problem at the wedding?
4. What should this teach us about how God answers prayer?
5. What from the miracle of Jesus changing water into wine shows us that when Jesus


helps us, He does so abundantly?
6. At the end of this story, what two reasons are given for Jesus performing this His first


miracle?
7. Think of some other miracles Jesus performed.  How do these miracles strengthen


our faith in Jesus as God?
8. Because we believe Jesus is God, what do we know that He did and can do for


us?


What God Tells Us - Inner Aim
Jesus’ miracles support our faith that He is God and will take care of our needs.


Passages - Circle only the passages that apply to today’s lesson.  Explain how they apply.


Psalm 50:15 - Call upon Me in the day of
trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify


Me.


Genesis 2:24 - Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife,


and they shall become one flesh.


I Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God and one
Mediator between God and man, the Man


Christ Jesus.


John 20:30-31 - And truly Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of His disciples,


which are not written in this book; but these
are written that you may believe that  Jesus


is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name.


Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone who believes.


Hymn
Look at hymn 520:1,4, 5-9.  Choose two of those stanzas and explain how they apply
to our lesson today.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament The Wedding at Cana - Level 4       8/20/2002New Testament                                                                                   Wedding at Cana  - Level 44


Prayer
Besides the Inner Aim, two other ideas were expressed in today’s lesson: that marriage is
blessed  by God, and that Jesus provides exactly what we need at exactly the right time. 
Write a short prayer that expresses these three thoughts.





		firstmiraclenotes
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Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple - Luke 2:40-52


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, send Your Spirit among us to show to us, Your Son Jesus as a young 
man, eager to do Your will, to hear Your Word, and to obey not only You but also His earthly 
parents.  Let them see Jesus' love for them as He carried out also this part of Your plan to save sinners.
May His love for us draw us to Him in repentance and faith, trusting in Him for salvation and
inspiring us to live according to Your will.  In His name we pray, Amen


VOCABULARY
Feast of the Passover - God commanded this week-long annual feast.  As part of the events of Israel's
exodus from Egypt, the Passover pictures how a lamb (Christ) would save believers from eternal
death. (cf. Ex 23:14-17, Dt. 16, v16)
"was subject" - Jesus placed himself under the authority of His earthly parents in obedience to the 4th
commandment to keep also this commandment for us.


OUTER AIM
The boy Jesus came to do His heavenly Father’s business.


INNER AIM
Jesus willingly treasured God’s Word perfectly for us.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 54-62)
This is the only event from Jesus' childhood recorded for us in the Canonical Scriptures.  The Holy
Spirit  purposely shows us that even as a young child Jesus knew He was here to carry out God's plan
that He would be the Savior of the world.  In this account Jesus followed His Father's plans in a
number of ways:  a) Jesus kept the third commandment through His desire to study the Word of God
and also as He kept the Old Testament Feast of the Passover even as a young boy. b) Jesus kept the
4th commandment as He respectfully answered His mother, Mary, and also "was subject" or perfectly
obedient to His parents.  In this and other ways Jesus grew in favor with God as our perfect substitute.
Below are notes on each verse of the account:
Luke 2:41
< According to the Law of Moses, every adult Jewish man was obligated to attend three annual


feasts in Jerusalem: The Feast of the Passover, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of
Tabernacles.   


< Often the entire Jewish family would make the journey, as was the case in this episode.
v. 42
< Customarily, male children began their formal education in the Scriptures at the age of five


years. 
< From five to ten years of age, their religious education focused only on the Scriptures. 
< Then from the ages of ten to fifteen, instruction began to include the "traditions of the elders"


or commentary notes on the Bible.  
< At twelve years the boy was considered responsible for his religious instruction in a way


similar to our modern custom of Confirmation. 
v. 43
< The feast of the Passover lasted for an entire week before families would return to their homes. 
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< In one of those incidents that sometimes happens at some point in many families, the parents
assumed that when they were leaving, their entire family was with them. 


< But Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem without his parents immediately realizing it.
v. 44
< Traveling on foot with all the other people returning from the feast, Mary and Joseph began


looking for Jesus near the end of the day.  
< They searched the likely places among relatives and friends.
v. 45
< It took them another day to return to Jerusalem as they continued their unsuccessful search for


Jesus.
v. 46
< Three days included two days of traveling and another day searching in Jerusalem.  
< The temple (including sanctuary and mall) was a large group of buildings including an area


customarily used for education and discussions with the priests and other religious teachers. 
< There, as a diligent student of the Word, Jesus listened to the teachers and asked them questions


to learn more and more.
v. 47
< Jesus greatly astounded the people who were listening in on the discussions.  
< His insight or understanding and answers to questions put to Him astounded them.
v. 48
< When Joseph and Mary found the boy Jesus, they were overwhelmed by the situation.  
< Mary rebuked Jesus for causing both His father and mother such painful anxiety from having to


search for Him for so long.
v. 49
< But Jesus hadn't done anything they shouldn't have expected Him to do. 
<  He hadn't disobeyed them (for that would have been a sin and disqualified Him as our Savior).  
< Jesus reminded them that it was necessary that He be doing the things His (heavenly) Father had


asked Him to do.
v. 50
< But His earthly parents didn't understand what He meant by those words.
v. 51
< Nevertheless, Jesus obediently returned with His parents to Nazareth and was subject to them, as


a perfect child would be to His parents.  
< But Mary remembered the event and, along with the other unusual events of Jesus life, as she


saw Jesus' life and mission unfold.
v. 52
< Jesus grew up physically but also intellectually, gaining knowledge and learning how to correctly


apply it.  
< As Jesus did all things perfectly while growing up (hard for us sinners to imagine), both God and


those people around Jesus were favorably impressed with Him.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in heaven, even as a little child, Jesus did Your will and worked for our salvation.  Help us
to live thankful lives, eager to hear Your word, and to obey not only You but those whom you have
placed over us for our care.  And when we fall, bring us back to You in repentance and faith, trusting in
Your forgiveness and the Salvation that Jesus, Your Son through His perfect obedience, gained for us. 
We pray, trusting in Jesus, Amen.
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PRESENTATION
You might begin by asking the students what kind of child they think Jesus was.  Direct their thoughts to
His attitude to God and church and also His obedience to parents.  Help the students to realize that Jesus
grew up as a child like us but unlike us was perfectly without sin throughout.  Even as a child, Jesus
knew that his mission in life was to save the world from their sins.


Explore the concept of “tempted in all points like as we are,” yet without sin (Heb. 2:17-18 and 4:15).


Or possibly use the festivals of the New Testament Church: 1) which are the main festivals (three), 2)
whether God commands them or not and 3) why do we celebrate them and also Sunday?  


Jesus went to church as a young man. 


Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to the
students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand the
story.
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APPLICATIONS
The teacher may have to choose among a number of possible applications from this story:
1. Jesus teaches children how important God's Word is for their life as well.  For God's Word tells


them about Jesus their Savior. This leads to other applications: a.) We will want to hear and learn
from God's Word regularly, whether at home, or church, or in church school. b.) We will want to
live God's Word in our lives by believing it, repenting of our sins and looking to Jesus for
forgiveness, and following God's will for our lives. 


2. When we have the opportunity or privilege to hear God's Word, we will want to listen carefully
to learn from God.  We don't want to become guilty of despising God's Word by fooling around,
not paying attention, disrupting other people who are listening, by daydreaming, or dozing.  Luke
11:28 


3. It is good to remember that our salvation was earned not only by Jesus' death on the cross and
resurrection back to life, but also by His perfect life of obedience.  This story shows Jesus
keeping the 1st, 3rd, and 4th commandments of God.  Because Jesus grew up just as we, yet
without sin, we know that His death also pays for the sins of our childhood and youth, because
Jesus perfectly kept the Law also in this time of His life.


4. W.D.J.D.?  What did Jesus do?  Jesus spent His entire earthly life doing His Father's will which
was saving us from our sin. His perfect life gives us many examples to help us see how we can
express our thankfulness to Him by doing God's will in our lives.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.
Lower
Luke 11:28 -  (Jesus said) "Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!"
Psalms 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.


Middle any of the above and...
Psalms 84:10 - For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Hebrews 7:26 - For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners.
Upper any of the above and...
Hebrews 4:15 - For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
John 5:24 - "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has 
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.


HYMN CHOICES
"O God, Thou Faithful God," (TLH 395 1-3)
"One Thing’s Needful; Lord, This Treasure" (TLH 366 1 & others)
"Abide, O Dearest Jesus" (TLH 53 1-2,4)
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Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:40-52


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Every year Jesus’ mother and father
traveled from their town, Nazareth, to a city
called Jerusalem. They went to the Passover
Feast at the temple, which was their church.
When Jesus was 12-years-old, He went with His
parents to Jerusalem for the feast. They went
because God wanted them to go. Jesus was a
different child then us - Jesus never sinned.


After the feast was over, Jesus’ mother
and father started the journey back to
Nazareth with all the other people returning
there. Jesus, however, stayed behind in
Jerusalem by Himself. His mother and father did
not know Jesus had stayed in Jerusalem. They
thought He was safe with other friends and
family.


Mary and Joseph walked for a whole
day.  When they could not find Jesus, they
went back to Jerusalem to look for their boy.


Mary and Joseph looked and looked for
their Son. After three days they found Jesus. He
was in the temple. The teachers were all
around Him. Jesus was listening to the
teachers. He was asking the teachers questions
too. Everyone who heard Him could hardly
believe how much Jesus knew about God’s
Word.


When Jesus’ mother and father saw
Him, they were very surprised. His mother said
to Him, “Son, why have you done this to us?
Look, your father and I have been very worried
while we looked for you.”


Jesus told His mother and father that He
did not know why they were looking for Him.
He was doing God, His Father’s work. He knew
He must be learning more of God’s Word. But
Jesus’ mother and father really did not
understand what Jesus said to them.


Then Jesus went back to Nazareth with
His parents and obeyed them always. Mary, His
mother, remembered all these things that
happened. Jesus kept growing wiser and
stronger. God and men admired Jesus very
much.
 


 Jesus listened and learned God’s
Word.


God wants us to listen and to learn
His Word .


Passage
Luke 11:28 “Blessed are those who hear the
Word of God and keep it.”


Hymn TLH 16 v. 1


Blessed Jesus, at Thy word 
We are gathered all to hear Thee;
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear Thee,
By Thy teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love Thee solely. 


Prayer
Dear Jesus,  Thank You for giving us Your Word.
Help us to joyfully learn it.   Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Have the children look at the picture blow and help them do
the following activity.


1. Circle the teachers with blue.
2. Circle Jesus with red.
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glue 
heart 
here 


 
“Blessed are those  


who hear 
the Word of God 


and 
keep it.” 


 
Luke 11:28  


Glue 
heart 
here 


 
“Blessed are those  


who hear 
the Word of God 


and 
keep it.” 


 
Luke 11:28  


Classroom Art Activity - Refrigerator Magnet
or Bookmark - Have the children color the picture. Then cut
out the cross and make it into a refrigerator magnet by gluing a
magnet to the back or make it into a bookmark by making a hole
in the top and threading ribbon through the hole.
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Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:40-52
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The Story


The Bible tells us that, as a child,
Jesus grew strong in His body and
in His spirit. He became very wise
and God’s grace was upon Him.
There is only one story in the Bible
about what Jesus did as a child.


Every year Jesus’ mother and
father would travel from their
town, Nazareth, to a city called
Jerusalem. They went to the
Passover Feast. When Jesus was
12-years-old, He went with His
parents to Jerusalem for the feast.
They went because God wanted
them to go. 


After the feast was over, Jesus’
mother and father started the
journey back to Nazareth with all
the other people returning there.
Jesus, however, stayed behind in
Jerusalem by Himself. His mother
and father did not know Jesus
had stayed in Jerusalem. They
thought He was safe with other
friends and family.


Mary and Joseph walked for a
whole day.  When they could not
find Jesus, they went back to
Jerusalem to look for their boy.


Mary and Joseph looked and
looked for their Son. After three


days they found Jesus. He was in
the temple. The teachers were all
around Him. Jesus was listening to
the teachers. He was asking the
teachers questions too. Everyone
who heard Him could hardly
believe how much Jesus knew.


When Jesus’ mother and father
saw Him, they were very
surprised. His mother said to Him,
“Son, why have you done this to
us? Look, your father and I have
been very worried while we
looked for you.”


Jesus told His mother and father
that He did not know why they
were looking for Him. He thought
they knew He must be doing
God’s work. He thought they
knew He must be learning God’s
Word. But Jesus’ mother and
father really did not understand
what Jesus said to them.


Then Jesus went back to
Nazareth with His parents and
obeyed them always. Mary, His
mother, remembered all these
things that happened. Jesus kept
growing wiser and stronger. God
and men admired Jesus very
much. 
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Passages


Luke 11:28 “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God
and keep it.”


Review - Look at the picture on the front page


1. Circle the teachers.
2. Draw a line under Jesus.
3. Use your purple crayon to color the people who were surprised at


how much Jesus knew.
4. Use your green crayon to color the One who was gladly listening


to the Word of God.


Activity - Draw a picture of a place
where you could hear and learn God’s Word.


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
Thank you for giving us Your Word. Help us to joyfully


learn it.   Amen.
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Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:40-52
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The Story


The Bible tells us that as a child
Jesus grew strong in His body and spirit.
He became very wise and God’s grace
was upon Him. Today  we will read the
only story in the Bible about Jesus as a
child.


Every year Jesus’ mother and
father would travel from their town
Nazareth to a city called Jerusalem.
They went to the Passover feast. When
Jesus was twelve years old He went with
His parents, Mary and Joseph, to
Jerusalem for the feast. They went
because God wanted them to go. 


After the feast was over, Mary
and Joseph started traveling back to
Nazareth with all the other people from
that city. Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His mother and father did
not know Jesus had stayed in
Jerusalem. They thought He was
traveling with other friends and family.


Mary and Joseph traveled for a
whole day before looking for their Boy. 
When they could not find Jesus, they
went back to Jerusalem to look for Him.


They looked and looked for Jesus.
After three days, they found Him. He


 was in the temple. The teachers were
all around Him. Jesus was listening to
the teachers and asking them
questions. Everyone who heard Him
could hardly believe how much Jesus
knew.


When Jesus’ mother and father
saw Him they were very surprised. His
mother said to Jesus, “Son, why have
you done this to us? Look, your father
and I have been very worried while we
looked for you.”


Jesus told His mother and father
He did not know why they were looking
for Him. He thought they knew He
would be doing God’s work. He
thought they knew He must be learning
God’s Word. But Jesus’ mother and
father did not understand what Jesus
said to them.


Jesus went back to Nazareth with
His parents and obeyed them always.
Mary kept all the things she had seen
and been told in her heart. Jesus kept
growing wiser and stronger, and God
and men admired Jesus very much.


The boy Jesus came to do His heavenly Father’s business.
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Activity One - Choose from the following words to finish the sentences below. Then put
the words in the correct places in the crossword puzzle.


Nazareth, Son, three, Temple, Passover, Jerusalem


ACROSS
1. Jesus was talking with the


teachers in the____.
3. Joseph and Mary looked


for Jesus for a long time in
the city of ___.


4. Joseph, Mary and Jesus
lived in ___ .


DOWN
1. Joseph and Mary looked


for Jesus ____ days.
2. Jesus and His parents went


to the feast of the___.
4. Jesus is God’s___.


Jesus willingly treasured God’s Word perfectly for us.


Activity Two - Use the 3rd Commandment to help answer the questions.


3rd Commandment - Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.


How did Jesus show He loved God’s Word?
How can you show you love God’s Word?


1 2


3


4


5







4New Testament                                                                              Twelve Year Old Jesus  - Level 2


Passages
Psalm 122:1 - I was glad when they said to me, 


“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
Luke 11:28 - (Jesus said) “Blessed are those who hear the word of God 


and keep it!”
Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.


Draw pictures of three places where you can learn God’s Word.


Hymn - TLH 297 v. 1, 3, 4, 6


The Gospel shows the Father’s grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That man might thus be justified.


It brings the Savior’s righteousness
Our souls to robe in royal dress;
From all our guilt it brings release
And gives the troubled conscience peace.


It is the pow’r of God to save
From sin and Satan and the grave;
It works the faith, which firmly clings
To all the treasures which it brings.


May we in faith its tidings learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord our Righteousness!


 


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for giving us Your Word. Help us to love Your Word and gladly learn it
like You did when You were a child. Help us when we let other things become
more important than You and Your Word. In Your name we pray.  Amen.         
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Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:40-52


What do you think the boy Jesus is doing?


Do you think He is happy to be there? Why or
why not?


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
Make our hearts willing to hear Your


Word. Let us joyfully use the opportunities we
are given to learn Your Word. Help us to
treasure it and remain Your children
throughout our lives. Help us to always obey
You and our earthly superiors. Amen. 


Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple - Luke 2: 40-52


And the Child grew and became
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and
the grace of God was upon Him. {41}
His parents went to Jerusalem
according to the custom of the 
[Passover] feast. 


{43} When they had finished the
days, as they returned, the boy Jesus
lingered behind in Jerusalem. And
Joseph and His mother did not know it;
{44} but supposing Him to have been in
the company, they went a day’s
journey, and sought Him among their
relatives and acquaintances. {45} So
when they did not find Him, they
returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 


{46} Now so it was that after three


days they found Him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them
questions. {47} And all who heard Him
were astonished at His understanding
and answers. 


{48} So when they saw Him, they
were amazed; and His mother said to
Him, “Son, why have You done this to
us? Look, Your father and I have sought
You anxiously.” {49} And He said to
them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you
not know that I must be about My
Father’s business?” {50} But they did not
understand the statement which He
spoke to them. 


{51} Then He went down with


Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple with Teachers
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them and came to Nazareth, and was
subject to them, but His mother kept all
these things in her heart. {52} And Jesus


 increased in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and men.


Outer Aim The Boy Jesus came to do His heavenly Father’s business.


What the Story Tells Us - Tell whether the sentences are True or False. Correct the false
statements. 


1._____ Jesus went to Nazareth with His parents for the feast of the Passover.


2._____ After the feast, Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem.


3._____ Jesus did not tire of listening to God’s Word.


4._____ After one day Joseph and Mary found Jesus.


5._____ Jesus was learning God’s Word from the teachers.


6._____ Jesus was doing His heavenly Father’s work.


7._____ Jesus obeyed His parents.


What God’s Word Tells Us - Circle the word in each statement that makes it correct.


1.  God wants us to (despise, treasure, bury) His Word.


2.  God’s Word has (no errors, a lot of errors, just a few unimportant errors).


3.  It is good for us to hear God’s Word (when it is convenient, sometimes,


continually).


4.  We should hear and learn God’s Word (eagerly, reluctantly, half-


heartedly).
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Inner Aim Jesus willingly treasured God’s Word perfectly for us.


Your Turn - Use the commandments and passage below to answer the questions.


4th Commandment
Honor your father and mother that it may be well with you 


and you may live long on the earth.
How did Jesus in this lesson obey this commandment?


3rd Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.


How did Jesus in this lesson obey this commandment?


Psalms 84:10 - For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand.  
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 


than dwell in the tents of wickedness.  
Explain how this passage applies to the story.


Passages


Psalm 122:1 - I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house 
of the Lord.”


Luke 11:28 - (Jesus said) “Blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and keep it!”


Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.
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Hymn - TLH 297 v. 1, 3, 4, 6


The Gospel shows the Father’s grace,
Who sent His Son to save our race,
Proclaims how Jesus lived and died
That man might thus be justified.


It brings the Savior’s righteousness
Our souls to robe in royal dress;
From all our guilt it brings release
And gives the troubled conscience peace.


It is the pow’r of God to save
From sin and Satan and the grave;
It works the faith, which firmly clings
To all the treasures which it brings.


May we in faith its tidings learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord our Righteousness!


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, 
Even as a little child, Jesus did Your will and worked for our salvation. Help


us to live thankful lives, eager to hear Your Word, and to obey not only You but
those whom You have placed over us for our care. And when we fall, bring us
back to You in repentance and faith, trusting in Your forgiveness and the
salvation that Jesus, Your Son through His perfect obedience, gained for us. We
pray, trusting in Jesus, Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple - Level 4      8/20/2002


Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple
Luke 2:40-52


How is Jesus doing His Father’s business in this
picture?


How should we regard God’s Word?


Prayer
Dear Lord, make our hearts willing to hear Your
Word. Let us joyfully use the opportunities we are
given to learn Your Word. Help us to keep it and
remain Your children throughout our lives. In Your
Name we pray. Amen. 


Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple - Luke 2: 40-52


And the Child grew and became strong in
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of
God was upon Him. {41} His parents went
to Jerusalem according to the custom of
the feast. 


{43} When they had finished the days, as
they returned, the boy Jesus lingered
behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His
mother did not know it; {44} but supposing
Him to have been in the company, they
went a day’s journey, and sought Him
among their relatives and acquaintances.
{45} So when they did not find Him, they
returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 


{46} Now so it was that after three days
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, both listening to
them and asking them questions. {47} And


 all who heard Him were astonished at His
understanding and answers. 


{48} So when they saw Him, they were
amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son,
why have You done this to us? Look, Your
father and I have sought You anxiously.”
{49} And He said to them, “Why did you
seek Me? Did you not know that I must be
about My Father’s business?” {50} But they
did not understand the statement which
He spoke to them. 


{51} Then He went down with them and
came to Nazareth, and was subject to
them, but His mother kept all these things in
her heart. {52} And Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.


Outer Aim
The Boy Jesus came to do His heavenly Father’s business.


Twelve-year-old Jesus in the Temple with Teachers
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Recalling Details - Fill in the blanks with the correct word.


1. Jesus and His parents traveled to_______________for the________of the_____________.


2. The feast of the Passover lasted for ____ ___________. (Ex. 12:12,19)


3. When the feast was over, Jesus stayed in________________.


4. Joseph and Mary searched for Jesus for_____days.


5. They found Him in the___________doing _______   ___________ ____________.


6. When Jesus spoke of “My Father” He was referring to____________.


7. Jesus returned to _______________with His parents.


What God Tells Us


1. How does the Bible tell us that Jesus was paying attention to His teachers?


2. How can we follow the good example that Jesus set for us in the temple? (Check two)
              (   ) By being attentive to the sermon and singing the hymns with joy in church.
              (   ) By helping our neighbor when he is in need.
              (   ) By gladly hearing and learning God’s Word at home.


3. Which commandment did Jesus fulfill by learning God’s Word?


4. Which commandment did Jesus fulfill by obeying God?


5. Which commandment did Jesus fulfill by obeying His parents?


6. Jesus increased in wisdom. How can we increase in wisdom? (John 5: 39)


Inner Aim
Jesus willingly treasured God’s Word perfectly for us.







New Testament                                                                              Twelve Year Old Jesus  - Level 43


Commandments and Passages


1st Commandment
You shall have no other gods.


How did Jesus fulfill this commandment in the story?
How can we follow His example?
    


3rd Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.


In this story how did Jesus fulfill this commandment?
How can we follow His example?


Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
 with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted


as we are, yet without sin.”


Hebrews 7:26  “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.”


How would you explain these passages to someone else and how they relate to this story.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, even as a little child, Jesus did Your will and worked for our salvation.
Help us to live thankful lives, eager to hear Your Word, and to obey not only You but those
whom You have placed over us for our care. And when we fall, bring us back to You in
repentance and faith, trusting in Your forgiveness and the salvation that Jesus, Your Son
through His perfect obedience, gained for us. We pray, trusting in Jesus, Amen.
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STORY 7/31/03


Peter's Catch of Fish and Jesus' Call of Apostles - Luke 5:1-11 & 6:12-16
(Also see: Matthew 4:18-22; 10:1-10, Mark 3:13-14)


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Lord Jesus, you have called me to be your teacher of the students entrusted to me.  Help me to 
faithfully carry out my calling and let nothing distract me from serving You.  Enable me to lay aside 
any doubts about my abilities but rather to trust You to provide the "catch" as I follow your command 
to throw the net of Your Word into the waters.  Bless Your Word carried through me that my students 
will hear of Your great power and grace in sending Jesus and also sending those who tell others of 
Jesus so that in the end You may gather in an abundance of souls into heaven with You for all eternity. 
 In You, Lord Jesus, I trust as I pray, Amen.


VOCABULARY
Multitude -  A large group of people.  Many people came to hear and see Jesus at this point.
Lake of Gennesaret -  also known as the Sea of Galilee, Sea of Tiberius (N.T.), or Sea of Chinnereth 
(O.T.).  Located 60 miles NE of Jerusalem and 27 miles from the Mediterranean Sea. (see Rupprecht p 
123) {see map}
Forsook - Left behind
Simon the Zealot - Zealots were a group of Jews who opposed the rule and authority of the Romans 
over the Jews.  Sometimes they used violence for their cause.  Jesus chose Simon, and delivered him from
that bad company.
Apostles - people "sent out" - these were particular men whom Jesus would send out to preach the 
Gospel as eyewitnesses of Jesus' work and words.  Their calling had a special authority needed in the 
early Church and their job was more specific than that of other believers who are called to spread the Word.


OUTER AIM
Jesus called some fishermen to preach the Gospel.


INNER AIM
Jesus enables those He calls to preach the Gospel.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 122-130)
This event happened after Jesus had been preaching for a year in Palestine (see Rupprecht p 122).Jesus had
already called these men to faith (John 1:35-51, elsewhere), so they were believers.  He then called them to
apostleship - witnesses to the world of the crucified and risen Jesus.  The emphasis is not 
on the miracle, or on these men and their faith.  It is on Jesus and the power of His influence in their lives.
Luke 5:1
< Jesus had a large following of people by this time.  They came to hear "the word of God."
v. 2
< Most fishing was done in the early morning or late evening.  This was the middle of the day so they were


washing their nets between shifts of fishing.
v. 3
< Jesus asked Simon (Peter) to take him out a little way from the land.  This allowed Jesus a little space


from the people and also made use of His location on the water to carry the sound farther to more
people.
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v. 4
< After Jesus had given the crowds enough to think about for a while, He commanded Peter to do a peculiar


thing.  Both the time of day and the location went against the usual rules of fishing.  But Jesus said they
would have a catch of fish. 


v. 5
< Peter noted what also made the request peculiar, that after fishing the previous night, they had not caught


anything.  But Peter acted by faith at the command of Jesus.
v. 6
< The fishermen caught so many fish in their net that the net began breaking! 
<  This was a miracle because the catch was contrary to what anyone could have expected to happen.
v. 7
< The fishermen needed reinforcements, and even with two boats they had so many fish that the boats started


to sink from the weight.  
< This caused a strong message, preparing these men for what Jesus would ask of them next.
vs. 8-10a
< Peter, James, John, and those who saw the miracle recognized that only the power of God could have


created such a huge catch of fish, despite.  
< And in the presence of the holy God, all sinners (should) feel fear because of their sins and feel undeserving


and thankful for even the smallest of blessings.  
< Yet the sinner needs to turn to the Lord to receive forgiveness of sins through the Lord's grace in Jesus


Christ.
v. 10b
< Jesus dispelled their fear with the command to "fear not," an echo of the angel's tidings to the shepherds. 
< But Jesus continued with the promise to Peter, "from now on you will be fishers of men."  
< Beyond the blessings of the catch of fish, God had a special calling for them.  Jesus called them to be


full-time apostles who would, by the power of the Word given to them, bring people into the kingdom of
God, even as they had gathered the fish placed in the nets.  


< They were not to fear that they did not have the power or abilities, for Jesus would gather in the souls of
men as they faithfully followed His guidance.


v. 11
< With faith in what Jesus had said, these four  men left behind the amazing catch of fish (which would have


brought them great profit), their homes, and their trade and all else in order to take up the work to which
Jesus had called them. 


<  Here is the powerful lesson of the miracle.  By faith we are able to let go of all other blessings for the sake
of Jesus and the particular callings He gives us.  (Cf similar messages: Mark 8:34-38;  Luke 9:57-62;
14:25-35)


Luke 6:12
< Jesus went to an isolated place and prayed.  Especially before selecting the twelve particular men who


were to serve as apostles, He knew He had to talk with his heavenly Father.  And His prayer wasn't a
quick, last minute prayer but He took the entire night to weigh the selection, even  as He knew the
shortcomings of those chosen.


v. 13
< Jesus had many disciples, people who believed in Him and followed Him to learn what He had to teach


them.  But from these many, He chose twelve whom He would send out with special authority as His
chosen leaders to help carry the Gospel into the world.
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vs. 14-16
< Scripture reveals more about some of these men, but we know that all of them were sinners in need of a


Savior.  
< They were called from a variety of common class trades, not highly educated, yet by God's grace enabled


to serve in the special calling Jesus gave them.  
< Although all of these men would show their sinful failings, it is only of Judas Iscariot, that we hear of a fatal


sin.  
< Jesus issued the call and gave the ability to serve in that calling, but the responsibility rested upon the


person how faithfully he would carry out that work.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus in Heaven, Thank you for calling people to special tasks within Your Church to regularly 
teach us Your Word.  Help us to appreciate them as your servants given for our good.  We know that 
you have given each of us a calling for our lives, to serve You.  Bless the work that we do in Your 
name that many people may be gathered into Your family as believers in You for their salvation.  
When we fail to serve You faithfully, provide those who will bring Your Word to us, calling for 
repentance and assuring us of Your forgiveness through Your death in our place, that in the end, we 
and many others may be gathered into heaven with You, in Whom we trust when we pray, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible. Point out details and commentary from teachers’ notes. (i.e.
Why Peter was so incredulous at Jesus’ suggestion of fishing at that time and place.)


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.


APPLICATIONS
1. Jesus called Peter and these other men to be preachers and teachers of God's Word.  He wanted them to


concentrate on bringing the saving Gospel to people so God could gather them into His kingdom.  That
would be their full-time calling for life.  Throughout history, God has continued to call certain individuals
(both men and women) to full time service to Him as pastors and teachers. God provides the call, the gifts,
and the results of the work.  What a joy and privilege it is for a person to serve in this way for an entire
lifetime, telling others of Jesus, their Savior.  Every believer should consider carefully whether God has
called him or her to serve Him as a public teacher or preacher.  


2. If you personally are not led to become a full-time worker in the Church of God, you still have been called
to preach and teach His Word.  Every believer, no matter what his other roles in life may be, can share
with others the comfort and assurance of the message of salvation in Christ.  God gives the gifts and will
bless the work that you do for Him.
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3. Following Jesus can be both a test and a reinforcement of faith.  The Lord gave a command Peter obeyed
even though it was not a very reasonable or logical thing for him to do.  Faith trusts God and takes Him at
His Word, no matter what the cost.  Discuss why Peter and the others left behind that great catch of fish
and all that they had.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you.


Middle any of the above and...


Matthew 16:24-25 -  Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”
Philippians 1:6 - being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;


Upper any of the above and...
Ephesians 4:8, 11-12 -  Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave
gifts to men." ... And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.


HYMN CHOICES
"Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word" (TLH 16 all)
"All Depends on Our Possessing" (TLH 425: 1-3, 5-6)
"Thou Who the Night in Prayer Didst Spend" (TLH 493:1-4)
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STORY
Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ call of the Apostles


Luke 5:1-11 & 6:12-16, Matthew 4:18-22;  10:1-10;  Mark 3:13-14


REVIEW
Review from last week’s story: (Wedding at Cana)
1.  What were the followers of Jesus called? (disciples)
2.  In our story last week, to what special event did Jesus and His disciples go?  (a
     wedding)
3.  What special miracle did Jesus do at the wedding?  (He changed water into wine.)
4.  Who remembers what a miracle is?  (something that God can do but people cannot)
5.  What did Jesus want to show His disciples about Himself?  (Jesus is God.  God has
     all power to do miracles.)


INTRODUCTION
Did you ever wish you could do something but you weren’t big enough, or old enough, or strong
enough to do it by yourself?  (Name some possibilities, i.e.: cooking at the stove, climbing a tree,
going to the store by yourself, etc.)  Jesus has something special for you to do.  Today we will
learn how Jesus helps us do this special job.


PRESENTATION
To present this story you may want to draw it as you tell it.  Start by drawing the lake and
shoreline.  Then draw a crowd of people.  (Stick men are fine.)
Draw a boat and Jesus in the boat.  Add Simon and Andrew in the boat.  Tape the net in front of
the boat.  Drop many fish in the net. (These should be cut out in advance.)  Draw a second boat in
the background with James and John in it.


THE STORY
Jesus often traveled from town to town, telling people God’s Word.  He knew how important it
was for people to know that He was their Savior whom God the Father had sent.  He had come to
take away their sin.


Everywhere Jesus went, big crowds of people gathered to hear Jesus.   In today’s story Jesus was
preaching beside a big lake.  People were crowding closer and closer, trying to see and hear Jesus. 
It must have been hard to hear Jesus’ with so many people crowding around Him.


Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen.  Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John had their boats
at the edge of the lake and were cleaning their nets.  Jesus got into one boat and asked Simon to
row Him a short way out into the lake.  Now everyone could sit down on the shore and see and
hear Jesus easily.  Jesus preached to them from the boat.  Jesus wanted everyone to know that He
is God’s Son and their Savior.


When Jesus was done preaching, He said to Simon, “Row out into the deep water and put your net
into the water to catch fish.”


Simon said, “Master, we have fished all night and haven’t caught any, but I will obey Your word
and let down the net.”


When Simon and Andrew put their nets in the water, they caught so many fish that their nets were
breaking.  They called to their friends in the other boat.  “Help us!”
Together, they filled both boats so that they began to sink.  They were all amazed to catch so
many fish.







Simon Peter realized that Jesus helped them catch so many fish because He is God.  Simon also knew that he
was a sinner and God doesn’t like sin.  He said, “Go away from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”


Jesus wanted Simon and the other disciples to know that He forgives our sin.  He said, “Do not be afraid. 
Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”


So Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their boats and everything they had and followed Jesus.


On another day Jesus knew it was time to choose all twelve disciples.  Jesus had many followers, but only
twelve would be chosen to be apostles.  Since this was such an important decision, He prayed all night to His
Heavenly Father.  


In the morning Jesus called all His disciples together.  From them He chose to be His apostles, Simon, whom
He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas;
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas, the son of James; and Judas Iscariot who also
betrayed Him.  Since these men followed Jesus for several years, they heard His message and saw His miracles. 
They saw Jesus die on the cross and rise again.  Jesus wanted them to go and tell others all about Jesus, the
world’s Savior.


REVIEW
 (Point to the appropriate parts of the picture.)
1.  Why did these people come to the lake?  (to hear Jesus preach)
2.  Why did Jesus preach from the boat?  (so everyone could see and hear Him)
3.  What did Jesus want everyone to know about Him  (He is God.  He is our Savior from
     sin.)
4.  After Jesus was finished preaching, what did He tell Simon to do?  (Let down his net
     to catch fish)
5.  Simon, Andrew, James, and John had fished all night.  Had they caught anything? 
     (No)
6.  Why did they catch so many fish now?  (Jesus is God and did a miracle.)
7.  Jesus told the fishermen, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  What did
    He mean by this?  (He wanted them to preach God’s Word to people.)


OUTER AIM
Jesus called some fishermen to preach the Gospel.


APPLICATION
1.  How did the disciples follow Jesus? (They went everywhere with Jesus.  Jesus taught 
     them everyday and they saw His miracles.)
2.  How could the disciples fish for men?  Did they use fishing rods to fish for men? (No,
     they used God’s Word.  By telling other people God’s Word they were helping them
     come into God’s Kingdom.)
3.  Jesus’ message, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men,” is for us, too.
4.  How can we follow Jesus?  (Listen to God’s Word and obey it.  Pray to Jesus. Etc.)
5.  Every person born is a sinner.  What is sin?  (breaking God’s Law)
6.  What do we deserve because of our sin?  (death, hell)
7.  There is only one person who can save us from sin.  Who is that? (Jesus)
8.  How did He save us?  (by living a perfect life for us and by dying on the cross)
9.  Every person needs to hear about their Savior, so they can believe in Him and go to 
     heaven.  Jesus wants us to tell other people about Him.
10. Jesus says He will make us fishers of men.  What does that mean?  (He will help us 







      tell others God’s Word.)


Let’s take the fish out of the net.  Put your name on one fish.  Someone told you about Jesus so you
could be part of God’s Kingdom.  Who told you about Jesus?  Put your fish in the net.


Now think of some of your friends, neighbors, or relatives you could tell about Jesus.  Let’s write their
names on these other fish.  (As children suggest names, have the children say specific things they could say to
their friends.)  What could we say to Joe (or any name that the children suggest)?  (Jesus died on the cross to
take away your sins.  
[Have the class practice saying this as Joe’s friend drops his fish in the net.])  What could we say to Sue? 
(Jesus came alive from the dead.)  (Practice saying this as Sue’s fish is dropped in the net.)  Let’s pretend Carl
is sick.  What could we say to Carl?  Etc. (Think of many more things the kids can tell.  If they know some
passages from memory, such as John 3:16, have them say these, too, as they drop the fish into the net.)


1.  What is the important job Jesus wants us to do?  (Tell others about Jesus)
2.  Could the disciples catch all those fish by themselves? (No)  Who helped them? 
      (Jesus)
3.  Who helped the disciples tell other people about Jesus?  (God)
4.  Who helps us to tell others about Jesus?  (God)


INNER AIM
Jesus enables those He calls to preach the Gospel.


Jesus told His disciples and also us, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Matthew 28:19-20


Discuss the meaning of this verse, especially the last part.  Help children realize Jesus is always with us and
helps us even when we tell other people about Jesus.  We are never alone in our witnessing.


The children would enjoy making their own picture of the story.  Draw a boat.  Tape on the net.  It can be a real
net (the kind they sell fruit and onions in at the grocery store), or make a net “pocket” from paper.  Cut out and
name fish to go into the net.


CLOSING PRAYER
Dear Jesus, thank You so much for directing someone to tell me about You so I can know You as my


Savior.  Help me to tell other people about You.  Help me to remember that You are always with me, helping
me to tell others the good news about You.  Amen.


SCRIPTURE  VERSES
Level 1 – Matthew 4:19  “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of  men.
Level 2 – Matthew 4:19 and Matthew 28:19  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


HYMN SUGGESTIONS
 TLH #507  “Spread, Oh, Spread, Thou Mighty Word”


 “This Little Gospel Light of Mine”                


 







God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Peter’s Catch of Fish & Jesus’ Call of the Disciples - Level 1       12/27/05


Peter’s Catch of Fish/Jesus’ Call of the Disciples
Luke 5:1-11 and 6:12-16


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Jesus was preaching beside a big lake. 
People were crowding closer and closer, trying
to see and hear Jesus. 


Some of Jesus’ disciples were fishermen. 
They had their boats at the edge of the lake and
were cleaning their nets.  Jesus got into one
boat and asked Simon to row Him a short way
out into the lake.  Now everyone could sit down
on the shore and see and hear Jesus easily. 
Jesus preached to them from the boat.  He has
always wanted everyone to know that He is
God’s Son and their Savior.


When Jesus was finished preaching, He
said to Simon, “Row out into the deep water and
put your net into the water to catch fish.”


Simon said, “Master, we have fished all
night and haven’t caught anything, but I will
obey Your word and let down the net.”


When Simon and Andrew put their nets
into the water, they caught so many fish that
their nets were breaking.  They called to their
friends in the other boat to help them. They filled
both boats so full that their boats began to sink. 
Everyone was amazed to catch so many fish!


Simon Peter realized that Jesus helped
them catch so many fish because He is God.  


He said, “Do not be afraid.  Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”


So Simon Peter, Andrew, James, and John
left their boats and everything they had and
followed Jesus.


Jesus had many followers, but only 12
would be chosen to be disciples.  Jesus called all
His disciples together: Simon, named Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas; James, the
son of Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot;
Judas, the son of James; and Judas Iscariot who
would later betray Him.


These men followed Jesus for several
years, they heard His message and saw His
miracles.  They saw Jesus die on the cross and
rise again.  Jesus wanted them to go and tell
others all about Jesus, the world’s Savior.


The disciples followed Jesus and told
others about the Savior.


We are to follow the Savior and tell
others about salvation in Christ Jesus.


Passage
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 


Matthew 4:19


Hymn TLH 507 v. 1, 2
Spread, oh, spread thou mighty Word,
Spread the kingdom of the Lord,
Wheresoe’er His breath has giv’n
Life to beings meant for heav’n.


Tell them how the Father’s will
Made the world and keeps it still,
How His only Son He gave
Man from sin and death to save.


Prayer
Dear Jesus, Thank You for making me Your child.
Help me to tell other people that You are their
Savior.  Help me to remember that You are
always with me. Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Read the GOOD NEWS message. Trace the dotted line from
God’s Word to the people that will hear the message..


“Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for
this is right.” Eph. 6:1


“The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.” 1 Jn. 1:7


“Trust in the Lord with
all your heart.” Prov.
3:5


“Your word is a lamp
to my feet and a light
to my path.” Ps.
119:105
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“FOLLOW ME, 
AND I WILL 
MAKE YOU 


FISHERS OF MEN.”
MATTHEW 4:19


Classroom Art Activity - Color and cut out the fish and attach the fish to the end
of the rod using string or yarn.
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God’s Hand in Our Lives
New Testament Peter’s Catch of Fish & Jesus’ Call of the Disciples - Level 1        1/6/04


Peter’s Catch of Fish/Jesus’ Call of the Disciples
Luke 5:1-11 and 6:12-16
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The Story
Jesus often traveled from town to


town, telling people God’s Word.  He
knew how important it was for people to
know that He was their Savior, whom
God the Father had sent.  Jesus came to
take away our sin.


Everywhere Jesus traveled, big
crowds of people gathered to hear Him.  
In today’s story, Jesus was preaching
beside a big lake.  People were crowding
closer and closer, trying to see and hear
Jesus.  It must have been hard to hear
Jesus with so many people crowding
around Him.


Some of Jesus’ disciples were
fishermen.  Simon Peter, Andrew, James,
and John had their boats at the edge of
the lake and were cleaning their nets. 
Jesus got into one boat and asked Simon
to row Him a short way out into the lake. 
Now everyone could sit down on the
shore and see and hear Jesus easily. 
Jesus preached to them from the boat. 
He has always wanted everyone to know
that He is God’s Son and their Savior.


When Jesus was finished preaching,
He said to Simon, “Row out into the deep
water and put your net into the water to
catch fish.”


Simon said, “Master, we have
fished all night and haven’t caught
anything, but I will obey Your word and
let down the net.”


When Simon and Andrew put their
nets into the water, they caught so many
fish that their nets were breaking.  They
called to their friends in the other boat to
help them. They filled both boats so full
that their boats began to sink.  Everyone
was amazed to catch so many fish!


Simon Peter realized that Jesus
helped them catch so many fish because
He is God.  Simon also knew that he was
a sinner and God doesn’t like sin.  He
said, “Go away from me, for I am a sinful
man, O Lord.”


Jesus wanted Simon and the other
disciples to know that He forgives our sin. 
He said, “Do not be afraid.  Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”


So Simon Peter, Andrew, James,
and John left their boats and everything
they had and followed Jesus.


On another day Jesus knew it was
time to choose all 12 disciples.  Jesus had
many followers, but only 12 would be
chosen to be Disciples.  Since this was
such an important decision, He prayed all
night to His Heavenly Father.  


In the morning, Jesus called all His
disciples together.  From them, He chose
to be His disciples: Simon, whom He also
named Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James and John; Philip and Bartholomew;
Matthew and Thomas; James, the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot;
Judas, the son of James; and Judas
Iscariot who would later betray Him.


These men followed Jesus for
several years, they heard His message
and saw His miracles.  They saw Jesus die
on the cross and rise again.  Jesus
wanted them to go and tell others all
about Jesus, the world’s Savior.


“Follow Me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”


 Matthew 4:19
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Poster - Color only the spaces that have an X.
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Puzzle - Help your friend find the message of God’s Word.


Activity - Connect the dots to see what 
completes the message below.


“Jesus died for our sins on the ...


Closing Prayer


Dear Jesus, thank You so much for
directing someone to tell me about You
so I can know You as my Savior.  Help
me to tell other people about You. 
Help me to remember that You are
always with me, helping me to tell
others the good news about You.  Amen.







God’s Hand in Our Lives
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Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ Call of the Apostles
Luke 5:1-11 and 6:12-16
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The Story


Jesus often traveled from town to
town, telling people God’s Word.  He
knew how important it was for people
to know that He was their Savior whom
God the Father had sent.  He had
come to take away their sin.


Everywhere Jesus went, big
crowds of people gathered to hear
Jesus.   In today’s story Jesus was
preaching beside a big lake.  People
were crowding closer and closer, trying
to see and hear Jesus.  It must have
been hard to hear Jesus’ with so many
people crowding around Him.


Some of Jesus’ disciples were
fishermen.  Simon Peter, Andrew,
James, and John had their boats at the
edge of the lake and were cleaning
their nets.  Jesus got into one boat and
asked Simon to row Him a short way out
into the lake.  Now everyone could sit
down on the shore and see and hear
Jesus easily.  Jesus preached to them
from the boat.  Jesus wanted everyone
to know that He is God’s Son and their
Savior.


When Jesus was done preaching,
He said to Simon, “Row out into the
deep water and put your net into the
water to catch fish.”


Simon said, “Master, we have
fished all night and haven’t caught
any, but I will obey Your word and let
down the net.”


When Simon and Andrew put their
nets in the water, they caught so many
fish that their nets were breaking.  They
called to their friends in the other boat. 
“Help us!”
Together, they filled both boats so that


they began to sink.  They were all
amazed to catch so many fish.


Simon Peter realized that Jesus
helped them catch so many fish
because He is God.  Simon also knew
that he was a sinner and God doesn’t
like sin.  He said, “Go away from me, for
I am a sinful man, O Lord.”


Jesus wanted Simon and the
other disciples to know that He forgives
our sin.  He said, “Do not be afraid. 
Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
men.”


So Simon Peter, Andrew, James,
and John left their boats and
everything they had and followed
Jesus.


On another day Jesus knew it was
time to choose all twelve disciples. 
Jesus had many followers, but only
twelve would be chosen to be apostles. 
Since this was such an important
decision, He prayed all night to His
Heavenly Father.  


In the morning Jesus called all His
disciples together.  From them He chose
to be His apostles, Simon, whom He also
named Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas;
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon
called the Zealot; Judas, the son of
James; and Judas Iscariot who also
betrayed Him.  Since these men
followed Jesus for several years, they
heard His message and saw His
miracles.  They saw Jesus die on the
cross and rise again.  Jesus wanted
them to go and tell others all about
Jesus, the world’s Savior.
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Review - Use the words on the right to complete the sentences. Place only the letter of
the answer on the blank.


1. ____ Many ____ came to see Jesus.
2. ____ The people ____around Jesus.
3. ____ Jesus sat in a ____so everyone could see and hear


Him.
4. ____ Jesus preached to them God’s ____.
5. ____ Jesus told the disciples to cast their ____into the water.
6. ____ The disciples caught many ____.
7. ____ ____  Peter confessed he was a sinful man.
8. ____  ____  said, “Do not be afraid.”
9. ____ “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of ____.


T. fish
G. people
L. Jesus
E. Simon
L. men
D. nets
O. crowded
N. Word
A. boat


The letters in the blanks on the left spell a message.


“____ ____       ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____   ____.”


Puzzle One - Go across the rows and cross out all the Q’s and Z’s. Write the remaining
letters in order in the blanks below. Check your message with Matthew 28:19.


Q G O Q T Z Q H Z E R E Z F O Q Q R E Z A Q Z N Q D
M A Z Q K E Z D Q I S C Z I P Q Q L Z E S Q O Z F Q
A L Z L Q Z T Q H E Z Q N Q A T Q I Z O Q N Z Z S Q


“___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___


___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___


___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .”
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Puzzle Two - Follow each fishing line to the correct fish and write its letter in the blank. 


Closing Prayer


Dear Jesus, 
Thank You so much for directing someone to tell me about You so


I can know You as my Savior.  Help me to tell other people about
You.  Help me to remember that You are always with me, helping me
to tell others the good news about You.  Amen.
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Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ Call of the Apostles
Luke 5:1-11, 6:12-16; Matthew 4: 18-22, 10: 1-10; Mark 3: 13-14


What are these children doing?


Who gives the children the ability to do
schoolwork well?


Why might someone feel like he doesn’t
have the ability to do something?


Prayer
Dear Jesus in Heaven, 


Thank You for calling people to serve You by teaching us Your Word.  We know that
You have given each of us a calling for our lives, to serve  You.  Help us to spread Your Word
so that many will become believers in You and be saved.  When we fail to serve You, send
others to call us to repent and to bring us Your Word and forgiveness, which You won for us
by Your redeeming death on the cross.  In Your saving name we pray, Amen.


Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ Call of the Apostles


Now so it was, as the multitude
pressed about Him to hear the word
of God, that He stood by the Lake of
Gennesaret, and saw two boats
standing by the lake; but the
fishermen had gone from them and
were washing their nets.


Then He got into one of the
boats, which was Simon’s, and
asked him to put out a little from the
land.  And He sat down and taught
the multitudes from the boat.


Now when He had stopped
speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch


out into the deep and let down your
nets for a catch.”


But Simon answered and said
to Him, “Master, we have toiled all
night and caught nothing;
nevertheless at Your word I will let
down the net.”  And when they had
done this, they caught a great
number of fish and their net was
breaking.


So Simon and Andrew his
brother signaled to their partners in
the other boat to come and help
them.  And they came and filled







New Testament 2                                      Catch of Fish & Call of Apostles - Level 3


both the boats, so that they began
to sink.


When Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, O Lord!”  For he and all who
were with him were astonished at
the catch of fish which they had
taken; and so also were James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, who
were partners with Simon.  


And Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid.  Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”


So when they had brought
their boats to land, they forsook all,
including their boats, their nets, and
their father, and followed Him.


Now it came to pass in those
days that He went out to a mountain
to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God.


And when it was day, He called
His disciples to Him, those whom He
Himself wanted; and from them He
chose twelve whom He al-so named
apostles.  He appointed


them that they might be with Him
and that He might send them out to
preach.


Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these: Simon, whom He
also named Peter, and Andrew his
brother; James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother; Philip and
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew
the tax collector; James the son of
Alpheus; Thaddeus; Simon called the
Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who also
betrayed Him.


What the Story Tells Us - For each statement mark (T) for true and (F) for false.


_____ 1. The multitude pressed about Him to see His miracles.
_____ 2. Jesus preached to the multitudes from John’s boat.
_____ 3. Jesus told Simon to go into deep water and let down their nets.
_____ 4. Simon didn’t do what Jesus said.
_____ 5. They caught so many fish, that their nets broke and their boats


almost sank.
_____ 6. Simon and the others thought nothing of the great catch of fish.
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_____ 7. Jesus called them fishers of men.
_____ 8. Jesus later chose twelve men to be apostles.


Outer Aim - Jesus called some fishermen to preach the Gospel.


What God tells Us


1. Why did Simon seem amazed when Jesus asked him to go out into deep
water and fish?


2. What did Simon also say that showed his faith?
3. Who had allowed these men to catch all those fish?
4. What did Jesus mean when He said “I will make you fishers of men.” ?
5. How did Jesus’ miracle show the disciples that they could be fishers of men if


they followed Jesus?
6. Name some types of people that God has especially called to be “fishers of


men”.Where do they get the ability to serve Him?


Passages - Explain how each of these passages fits the story.


Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.


Matthew 16:24-25 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”


Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in
you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.


Inner Aim - Jesus gives those He calls the power to preach the Gospel.
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Hymn - TLH 493


Thou who the night in prayer didst spend
And then didst Thine apostles send
And bidd’st us pray the harvest’s Lord
To send forth sowers of Thy Word,
Hear and Thy chosen servants bless
With sev’nfold gifts of holiness.


Oh, may Thy pastors faithful be,
Not lab’ring for themselves, but Thee!
Give grace to feed with wholesome food
The sheep and lambs bought by Thy blood,
To tend Thy flock, and thus to prove
How dearly they the Shepherd love.


Oh, may Thy people faithful be
And in Thy pastors honor Thee
And with them work and for them pray
And gladly Thee in them obey,
Receive the prophet of the Lord
And gain the prophet’s own reward!


So may we when our work is done
Together stand before Thy throne
And joyful hearts and voices raise
In one united song of praise,
With all the bright celestial host,
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.


Look at hymn 493 v. 1 and explain what part of the story it is speaking of.  
Then choose one of the other verses and write it in you own words.


Your Turn - Someday, the Lord might call you to be a pastor or a teacher, but if He does
not,  how can you still be “fishers of men”?  Use ideas from the story, passages and hymn to
answer the question.


Prayer - Use the main ideas from the lesson, especially the inner aim, to write a short
prayer of your own.       
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Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ Call of the Apostles
Luke 5:1-11, 6:12-16; Matthew 4: 18-22, 10: 1-10; Mark 3: 13-14


What does this man do?


What might make a pastor feel like he isn’t able to do his
job?


Prayer
Dear Jesus in Heaven, thank you for calling people to serve You by
teaching us Your Word.  We know that You have given each of us a
calling for our lives, to serve  You.  Help us to spread Your Word so
that many will become believers in You and be saved.  When we
fail to serve You, send others to us to call us to repent and to bring
us Your Word and forgiveness which You won for us by Your redeeming death on the cross. 
In Your saving name we pray, Amen.


Peter’s Catch of Fish and Jesus’ Call of the Apostles


Now so it was, as the multitude
pressed about Him to hear the word of
God, that He stood by the Lake of
Gennesaret, and saw two boats standing
by the lake; but the fishermen had gone
from them and were washing their nets.


Then He got into one of the boats,
which was Simon’s, and asked him to put
out a little from the land.  And He sat
down and taught the multitudes from the
boat.


Now when He had stopped
speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out
into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.”


But Simon answered and said to Him,
“Master, we have toiled all night and


caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word
I will let down the net.”  And when they
had done this, they caught a great
number of fish and their net was breaking.


So Simon and Andrew his brother
signaled to their partners in the other boat
to come and help them.  And they came
and filled both the boats, so that they
began to sink.


When Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”  For he
and all who were with him were astonished
at the catch of fish which they had taken;
and so also were James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
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And Jesus said to them, “Do not be
afraid.  Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men.”


So when they had brought their
boats to land, they forsook all, including
their boats, their nets, and their father, and
followed Him.


Now it came to pass in those days
that He went out to a mountain to pray,
and continued all night in prayer to God.
And when it was day, He called His
disciples to Him, those whom He Himself
wanted; and from them He chose twelve
whom He also named apostles.  He
appointed them that they might be with
Him and that He might send them out to
preach.


Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these: Simon, whom He also
named Peter, and Andrew his brother;


 James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James the son of Alpheus; Thaddeus;
Simon called the Zealot; and Judas
Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.


Recalling Details


1. Where did this story take place?


2. Why did Jesus have to get into Simon’s boat and preach from the lake?


3. What did Jesus tell Simon to do?


4. Why did Simon find this request unusual?


5. What were the results of their attempt?


6. What was Simon Peter’s reaction when he saw this?


7. What did Jesus tell them after the miracle?  What did this mean?


8. What did the men do in response to what Jesus said?


9. List the twelve apostles.
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Outer Aim - Jesus called some fishermen to preach the Gospel.


Discussion


1. Imagine yourself as one of the fishermen.  You had just witnessed this amazing miracle


of Jesus, and now He tells you that you will be “fishers of men” if you follow Him.  How


would what you had just seen help strengthen your faith and help you believe that
you would truly be able to do what He just asked you to do?


2. The Lord has chosen pastors and teachers to be special “fishers of men”. Explain how


pastors and teachers are important to the work of the Lord.


3. How can all Christians, no matter what their calling, be comforted by this story?


Passages - Explain how each of these passages fits the story.


Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added to you.


Matthew 16:24-25 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, 
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 


and take up his cross, and follow Me.  
For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 


for My sake will find it.”


Philippians 1:6 - Being confident of this very thing, 
that He who has begun a good work in you
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.


Ephesians 4:8, 11-12 - Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”


…And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 


for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. 


Inner Aim - Jesus gives those He calls the power to preach the Gospel.
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Hymn
Look at hymn 16.  
Explain how this hymn expresses the Inner Aim of this lesson.


Prayer
Use the main ideas of both the Outer and Inner Aims,  write a short prayer that
fits our story today.    
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Jesus and Nicodemus - John 3


TEACHER PRAYER
Heavenly Father, I thank you the privilege of coming to Jesus, Who is a teacher come from God.  I thank
you for the opportunity to learn more about Jesus so that I can better teach these children entrusted to my
care.  I pray that the Holy Spirit would work mightily to create and sustain the faith of these children.  I
thank you for the gift of baptism which is truly a washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.


VOCABULARY
Sanhedrin - the seventy elders, religious and political leaders of the Jews


Kingdom of God - God’s rule in our hearts through the Gospel


born again - being made a child of God by the Holy Spirit; it does not mean accepting Jesus as one’s
Savior


regenerate - to be born again or to renew


OUTER AIM
Jesus Reveals the Nature of the Kingdom of God


INNER AIM
Jesus Has Made Me a Part of His Kingdom By Water and the Spirit


BACKGROUND 
This event takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  John tells us that Jesus had turned the water into
wine at Cana of Galilee and manifested His divine glory.   Jesus and His followers went to Jerusalem to
celebrate the Passover, the remembrance of God’s great salvation act of the Old Testament.  John’s
Gospel account centers around the three Passovers that Jesus celebrated in Jerusalem, the last one
culminating in His death.  Jerusalem was not only the political capitol of Israel, it was also the religious
center.  Here was Herod’s temple and its additions to the temple built after Solomon’s temple was
destroyed.  Jesus got the attention of the people and the religious establishment when he drove the money-
changers out of His Father’s house (John 2:13-22).  The hopes and fears of many years began to stir as the
Jews looked for that Messiah who would drive out the hated Romans and restore the kingdom to Israel. 
Jerusalem was filled with the news of this strange person, Jesus.  “And many believed in His name when
they saw the signs which He did” (John 2:23).  The actions and activities of Jesus attracted the attention of
a leader of the Jews, Nicodemus, a member of the Sanhedrin.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Jesus, come to us as You came to Nicodemus and reveal Yourself to us as the Promised Messiah. 
Thank You for having made us God’s children by baptism and the power of the Holy Spirit.  May we learn
that God so loved us that we should not perish but have everlasting life.  Be with us this day and bless us in
our study of Your Word.  Amen.
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PRESENTATION
Nicodemus, a Pharisee and ruler of Jews, came to Jesus by night.  Jesus had already ruffled the feathers of the
religious establishment by driving the money-changers out of the temple.  This action struck the pocketbooks of
those elders who had a share of the profits.  It also exposed their greed and hypocrisy to the people.  So
Nicodemus came to Jesus secretly, at night so that he would not be identified with this strange teacher and His
doctrine.  Nicodemus recognized that Jesus was a rabbi, that is a teacher.   From the signs Jesus performed,
Nicodemus even recognized that Jesus was a teacher from God.  However, Nicodemus did not understand
who Jesus was or why He had come into the world.


Jesus took Nicodemus right to the heart of the matter by speaking to him about the Kingdom of God.  What a
difference in how this concept was understood!  Nicodemus immediately thought in terms of an earthly kingdom
that would be ushered in by the Messiah.  Jesus was speaking about God’s rule within you, a spiritual rule by
the Gospel.  To this end, Jesus sought to instruct Nicodemus.   He stated that unless a person was born again,
he could not see the kingdom of God.  This made no sense to Nicodemus.  With his concept of an earthly
kingdom, he could not understand how a person could be born again and enter into God’s kingdom.  His first
thought was that Jesus was somehow talking about a new physical birth-a fresh start.  


Jesus was speaking of a spiritual kingdom and entrance being only through the Holy Spirit.  It is still true that
what is born of the flesh is and remains sinful flesh, while that which is born of the Spirit is spiritual.  You must
be born of water and the Spirit to gain entrance into the Kingdom of God.  Jesus here refers to the water of
baptism and the regenerative power of the Holy Spirit.  It is sad that in modern decision theology, being born
again means that you have accepted Jesus as your Savior and dedicate your life to Him.  The emphasis in
Jesus’ words to Nicodemus is the change God works in sinners through water and the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is
like the wind in that it works when and how it wants.  All we see are the results of the Spirit’s activities.


Jesus goes on to proclaim the Gospel to Nicodemus by taking him back to the brass snake in the wilderness
during Israel’s forty-year journey to the Promised Land.  Jesus would be put upon a pole (the cross), and
whoever looked to Him in faith would be saved from eternal death. "For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)


We hear no more of Nicodemus until the crucifixion of Jesus.  John points out that Nicodemus stood under the
cross and understood what Jesus was talking about that first secretive night.  While Jesus’ own disciples fled
lest they be identified with Him, Nicodemus stepped forward and claimed the body of Jesus for burial. 
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea confessed their faith before the world.  Nicodemus was born again.


APPLICATION
Jesus answers our questions with loving patience and leads us to learn more about the Kingdom of God as He
led Nicodemus.


The Kingdom of God is not an earthly kingdom. Rather, it is His gracious rule in our hearts because of Jesus’
love.


The Holy Spirit leads us to believe in Jesus.  Luther’s explanation of the third article confesses, “I believe that I
cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has
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called me by the Gospel.”  Faith is a direct work of the Holy Spirit.  This fact is a direct contradiction held by
many today who emphasize that each individual must decide to accept Jesus as his Savior.


The Holy Spirit works through the means of grace, that is, the Gospel in Word and sacraments.  Where the
Word is preached and the sacraments are administered, the Holy Spirit creates the Church.


Jesus emphasizes the power of baptism by speaking of the “new birth” as coming by means of water and the
Spirit.  


Nicodemus was later led at time of Jesus’ death to confess his faith and put his life on the line by claiming Jesus’
body for burial.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to
how they fit the lesson.


(John 3:5)  Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.


(John 3:16)  "For God so loved   the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.


(Titus 3:4-7)  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, {5} not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, {6} whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Savior, {7} that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.


HYMN CHOICES
God Loved the World So That He Gave - TLH #245
Come, Holy Spirit, Come - TLH #225:1,4,5
Holy Spirit, Hear Us - TLH #229:7
Let the Children Come to Me - Worship Supplement #753
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 2:23-25, 3:1-21


Jesus reveals the nature of the Kingdom of God to Nicodemus.







New Testament 2  Jesus & Nicodemus  - Level 1


The Story


What do you think a kingdom is? 
What would it be like to live in a
palace?


Well, people in Jesus’ time
thought that Jesus had come to live in
a palace and have a kingdom on
earth.  But Jesus came for a different
reason and His kingdom was not in any
place we could visit or see.  In our story
today,  Jesus shows Nicodemus what
the Kingdom of God is really like.


Jesus went to Jerusalem for the
Passover celebration.  Many saw the
miracles He did and believed in Him. 
There was a Pharisee in Jerusalem
named Nicodemus.  He went to see
Jesus at night.  Nicodemus was afraid
to be seen with Jesus because most of
the Pharisees did not like Jesus. 
Nicodemus said to Jesus, “We know
You are a teacher who has come from
God.  No one can do these miracles
You do unless God is with him.”


Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless
a man is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”  


Nicodemus did not understand
what Jesus meant.  He asked, “How
can anyone be born when he is old? 
He cannot go back into his mother’s
womb and be born a second time can
he?”


Nicodemus was right when he said
he couldn’t be born again from his
mother.  But Jesus wasn’t talking about
that kind of birth.  He told Nicodemus,
“No one can enter the kingdom of God


unless he is born again of water and the
Spirit.”  Jesus was talking about baptism
when he said “born of water and the
Spirit.”   


We are “reborn” or born again as
God’s child when we are baptized. 
Through baptism, God the Holy Spirit,
uses God’s Word to make people into
believers.  When we believe that Jesus
died to take away our sins, we are
“born again.”  This is Jesus’ kingdom.  He
lives and rules in our hearts by the
power of His Word.


Nicodemus still did not understand
what Jesus was trying to teach him. 
Jesus reminded Nicodemus how God
told Moses to raise a bronze snake on a
pole in the wilderness.  When the
people who were bitten by the
poisonous snakes looked at the bronze
snake, God promised they would not
die.  The people looked to the snake
and were saved from dying.


In the same way, Jesus was going
to be put up on the cross so that He
could die to pay for the sins of the
world.  “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life.”
(John 3:16)   Everyone who looks to Jesus
and believes He is the Son of God Who
died for the sins of the world will be
saved from the poison of sin.  We may
die on earth, but through faith in Jesus
we will not die forever in hell.  All who
believe in Him will live with Him forever in
Heaven!
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Activity One - Color and cut out the
pictures and doorknob hanger below. First
glue the cross to the hanger and then glue
the world on top of the cross.


John 3:16 -  For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever


believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.
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Activity Two - Answer these questions about the lesson. 


1. Who came to see Jesus?


2. Why did he come at night?


3. Why did Nicodemus believe that Jesus
was sent by God?


4. What did Jesus tell Nicodemus had to
happen for someone to believe?


5. What did Nicodemus think Jesus meant? 


6. Was he right?


7. What do we call it when
someone is “born again of
water and the Spirit”?


8. Where is Jesus’s kingdom?


9. What happens through
baptism?  (See sentence below)


Jesus made me a part of His Kingdom by baptism and the Spirit.


Passage


John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


Hymn - TLH #245 v. 1


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for sending us Your Son to die upon the cross to pay for our sins, so that through
baptism we are made members of Your kingdom by the Holy Spirit.  Help us daily and bless us
in our study of Your Word.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3


Jesus reveals the nature of the Kingdom of God to Nicodemus.
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The Story


What do you think a kingdom is? 
What would it be like to live in a palace?


Well, people in Jesus’ time thought
that Jesus had come to live in a palace
and have a kingdom on earth.  But Jesus
came for a different reason and His
kingdom was not in any place we could
visit or see.  In our story today,  Jesus shows
Nicodemus what the Kingdom of God is
really like.


Jesus went to Jerusalem for the
Passover celebration.  Many saw the
miracles He had done and believed in
Him.  There was a Pharisee in Jerusalem
named Nicodemus.  He went to see Jesus
at night.  Nicodemus was afraid to be seen
with Jesus because most of the Pharisees
did not like Jesus.  Nicodemus said to
Jesus, “We know you are a teacher who
has come from God.  No one can do these
miracles you do unless God is with him.”


Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless a
man is born again he cannot see the
Kingdom of God.”  


Nicodemus did not understand what
Jesus meant.  He asked, “How can anyone
be born when he is old?  He cannot go
back into his mother’s womb and be born
a second time, can he?”


Nicodemus was right when he said
he couldn’t be born again from his mother. 
Jesus wasn’t talking about that kind of
birth.  He told Nicodemus, “No one can
enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born
again of water and the Spirit.”  Jesus was
talking about baptism when he said, “born
of water and the Spirit.”   


We are “reborn” or born again as
God’s child when we are baptized. 
Through baptism, God the Holy Spirit, uses
God’s Word to make people into believers. 
Once they believe that Jesus died to take


away their sins, they are, “born again.”  This
is Jesus’ Kingdom.  He lives and rules in our
hearts by the power of His Word.


Nicodemus still did not understand
what Jesus was trying to teach him.  Jesus
reminded Nicodemus how God told Moses
to raise a bronze snake on a pole in the
wilderness.  When the people who were
bitten by the poisonous snakes looked at
the bronze snake, God promised they
would not die.  The people looked to the
snake and were saved from dying.


In the same way, Jesus was going to
be put up on the cross so that He could die
to pay for the sins of the world.  “For God
so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16)   


Everyone who looks to Jesus and
believes He is the Son of God who died for
the sins of the world, will be saved from the
poison of sin.  We may die on earth, but
through faith in Jesus we will not die
forever in hell.  All who believe in Him will
live with Him forever in Heaven!


Jesus made me a part of 
His Kingdom by baptism 


and the Spirit.
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Activity One - Color and cut out the
pictures and doorknob hanger below. First
glue the cross to the hanger and then
glue the world on top of the cross.


John 3:16 -  For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever


believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life.
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Activity Two - Break the SECRET CODE that tells how we are made part of God’s
Kingdom.


A B D E F H I N O P R S T W


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14


 


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
2 4 2 9 11 8 9 5


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
14 1 13 4 11 1 8 3


___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ .
13 6 4 12 10 7 11 7 13


Passages
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever


believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


John 3:5 - Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”


Hymn - TLH #245 v. 1, 4


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save.
That all who would in Him believe,
Should everlasting life receive.


Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.
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Activity Three - Complete the CROSSWORD PUZZLE below. Use the Word Box for the
answers. 


ACROSS
2.  Jesus told Nicodemus to be born of


water and the ___.
4.  Who died so we might enter God’s


Kingdom?
6.  We have ___ life through faith in Jesus.
8.  Through this we are born again and


made a child of God.
9.  Who put the bronze snake on a pole in


the wilderness?


DOWN
1.  The job Nicodemus had.
3.  For what celebration did Jesus come to


Jerusalem?
5.  The ___ of God is in our hearts.
7.  Who came to see Jesus?


Prayer
Dear God, 


Send Your Holy Spirit to us. Jesus
come, as You came to Nicodemus and
show Yourself to us as the Promised Messiah. 
Thank You for having made us Your children
by baptism and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
May we learn that You so loved us that we
should not perish but have everlasting life. 
Be with us today and always as we learn of
You, the Triune God.  Amen.


MOSES
KINGDOM


JESUS
PHARISEE


ETERNAL
BAPTISM


SPIRIT
PASSOVER


NICODEMUS


1


2 3


4


5


6


7


8


9
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3:1-21


Almost everyone came into the world by being
born.  Adam and Eve are the only people who were
not born.   Everyone who has been born into the
world has only been born once.  Jesus tells us that
those who are believers are born twice!  It is hard for
us as humans to understand this, but Jesus explains it
to us in the Bible.  He explains it to a man named
Nicodemus, a man who was a Rabbi, or a teacher in
the church.  


Today, we will learn how a person can be born
twice, as we study Jesus’ conversation with
Nicodemus.


Prayer


Let me learn of Jesus; He is kind to me.
Once He died to save me, Nailed upon the tree.
Let me think of Jesus; He is full of love,
Looking down upon me From His throne above. Amen.


The Story - John 3:1-21


There was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. {2}
This man came to Jesus by night and said
to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a
teacher come from God; for no one can
do these signs that You do unless God is
with him." 


{3} Jesus answered and said to him,
"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God." 


{4} Nicodemus said to Him, "How can
a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born?" 


{5} Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. {6} "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. {7} "Do not marvel that I said to you,
'You must be born again.' {8} "The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear the
sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes
from and where it goes. So is everyone
who is born of the Spirit." 


{9} Nicodemus answered and said to
Him, "How can these things be?" 


{10} Jesus answered and said to him,
"Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not
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know these things? {11} "Most assuredly, I
say to you, We speak what We know and
testify what We have seen, and you do not
receive Our witness. {12} "If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how
will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
{13} "No one has ascended to heaven but
He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven. {14} "And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, {15} "that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 


{16} "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,  that
whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. {17} "For God did
not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world


 through Him might be saved. {18} "He who
believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of
God. {19} "And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. {20} "For
everyone practicing evil hates the light
and does not come to the light, lest his
deeds should be exposed. {21} "But he who
does the truth comes to the light, that his
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have
been done in God."


Outer Aim - Jesus reveals the nature of the Kingdom of God to Nicodemus.


What God’s Word Tells Us -  Look up Titus 3:4-7.  Fill in the blanks.


But when the _____________________ and the love of God our _____________________ toward


_______________ appeared, not by __________________ of __________________________ which


we have done, but according to His __________________ He ____________________ us, through


the _____________________ of ______________________________ and _______________ of the


___________    ______________, whom he ________________ out on us abundantly through


_____________    _______________ our ___________________, that having been


______________________ by His _______________ we should become ________________


according to the ________________ of eternal ___________.


Inner Aim - Jesus has made me a part of His Kingdom by water and the Spirit.
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What the Story Tells Us - Find the words in the word search.  The words may be vertical,
horizontal, diagonal, and even backwards.
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Passages - Explain the following passages as if you were talking to a friend who didn’t
know about Jesus. 


John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


John 3:5 - Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”


RABBI
FLESH
JESUS
WIND


NICODEMUS
REGENERATE
SANHEDRIN
SON OF MAN


KINGDOM OF GOD
EVERLASTING LIFE
BORN AGAIN
BEGOTTEN


SERPENT
SPIRIT
PERISH


WATER 
MOSES
SAVIOR
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Hymn - TLH #245


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save.
That all who would in Him believe,
Should everlasting life receive.


Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All that confide in Him alone
Are built on this chief Cornerstone.


God would not let the sinner die,
His Son with saving grace is nigh,
His Spirit in the Word doth teach
How man the blessed goal may reach.


Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.


If thou be sick, if death draw near,
This truth thy troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.


Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!  Amen.


Prayer


Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way
With Thee began with Thee shall end the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name. Amen (TLH #47 v 2)
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Jesus and Nicodemus
John 3:1-21


Almost everyone in the world came into the world by being born.  Adam and Eve are
the only people who were not born.   Everyone who has been born into the world has only
been born once.  Jesus tells us that those who are believers
are born twice!  It is hard for us as humans to understand
this, but Jesus explains it to us in the Bible.  He explains it to a
man named Nicodemus, a man who was a Rabbi, or a
teacher in the church.  Today, we will learn how a person
can be born twice, as we study Jesus’ conversation with
Nicodemus.


Prayer


Let me learn of Jesus; He is kind to me.
Once He died to save me, Nailed upon the tree.
Let me think of Jesus; He is full of love,
Looking down upon me From His throne above. Amen.


The Story - John 3:1-21


There was a man of the Pharisees
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. {2}
This man came to Jesus by night and said
to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a
teacher come from God; for no one can
do these signs that You do unless God is
with him." 


{3} Jesus answered and said to him,
"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God." 


{4} Nicodemus said to Him, "How can
a man be born when he is old? Can he
enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born?" 


{5} Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I
say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. {6} "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit. {7} "Do not marvel that I said to you,
'You must be born again.' {8} "The wind
blows where it wishes, and you hear the
sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes
from and where it goes. So is everyone who
is born of the Spirit." 


{9} Nicodemus answered and said to
Him, "How can these things be?" 


{10} Jesus answered and said to him,
"Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not
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know these things? {11} "Most assuredly, I
say to you, We speak what We know and
testify what We have seen, and you do not
receive Our witness. {12} "If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how
will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
{13} "No one has ascended to heaven but
He who came down from heaven, that is,
the Son of Man who is in heaven. {14} "And
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, {15} "that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 


{16} "For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,  that
whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. {17} "For God did
not send His Son into the world to


condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved. {18} "He who
believes in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of
God. {19} "And this is the condemnation,
that the light has come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. {20} "For
everyone practicing evil hates the light
and does not come to the light, lest his
deeds should be exposed. {21} "But he who
does the truth comes to the light, that his
deeds may be clearly seen, that they have
been done in God."


Outer Aim - Jesus reveals the nature of the Kingdom of God to Nicodemus.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks and then find those words in the WORD SEARCH. 
The words may be vertical, horizontal, diagonal, and even backwards.


1. _____________ had a conversation with a _____________ named ___________________.


2. Nicodemus was a member of the ____________________.


3. That which is born of the flesh is ______________, and that which is born of the Spirit is
________________.


4. You cannot hear the sound of the _______________, and it blows where is wishes.


5. And as _______________ lifted up the ________________ in the wilderness, even so must
the _________   ______    ________ be lifted up.


6. Unless one is ________    ___________ he cannot see the __________________    ____   
____________________.
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7. ___________________ means to be born again.


8. Unless one is born of _____________ and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
9. God so loved the world that he gave His only _______________ Son, the whoever


believes in Him shall not ______________ but have ____________________    ___________. 


10. Jesus is my ______________ from sin.
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Inner Aim - Jesus has made me a part of His Kingdom by water and the Spirit.


RABBI
FLESH
JESUS
WIND


NICODEMUS
REGENERATE
SANHEDRIN
SON OF MAN


KINGDOM OF GOD
EVERLASTING LIFE
BORN AGAIN
BEGOTTEN


SERPENT
SPIRIT
PERISH


WATER 
MOSES
SAVIOR
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Your Turn - Answer the following question. 


Nicodemus is mentioned in the Bible at Jesus’ death and burial.  When the disciples fled, he
stepped up to claim the body of Christ.  From these two lessons of Nicodemus, how can we
be like Nicodemus?


What God’s Word Tells Us -  Answer the following questions.


1. What metaphor did Jesus used when describing everyone who is born of the Spirit?     


( v. 8)


2. Why do you suppose Jesus told Nicodemus the story of Moses and the serpent?


3. What did Jesus mean when He said a man must be born again? (v. 5)


4. For what reasons did God send His Son into the world, and for what reasons didn’t He


send Him.(v.15,16,17)


5. What is the only way of salvation? (v. 5,16)
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Passages


John 3:5 - Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”


John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


Titus 3:4-7 -  But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we


should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


Hymn - TLH #245


God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save.
That all who would in Him believe,
Should everlasting life receive.


Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All that confide in Him alone
Are built on this chief Cornerstone.


God would not let the sinner die,
His Son with saving grace is nigh,
His Spirit in the Word doth teach
How man the blessed goal may reach.


Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which thou hast done,
And justified by Jesus’ blood,
Thy Baptism grants the highest good.


If thou be sick, if death draw near,
This truth thy troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves my soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.


Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To Thee, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!  Amen.


Prayer


Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way
With Thee began with Thee shall end the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name. Amen (TLH #47 v 2)
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STORY 7/19/2003


The Birth of Jesus - Luke 2:1-20


TEACHER PRAYER
O Lord, Dear Father in heaven, you have given us, who in no way deserved it, such an amazing gift, 
Your own Son, to be our Savior.  His humble birth hides the grand and noble work You sent Him 
among us to do.  This baby, Jesus, became our perfect Savior, although it meant He would leave the 
glories of heaven to live within the confines of the Law which we cannot keep and then would suffer 
the desolation and agony of hell and death instead of us.  Help me, Oh Lord, to share the joy and 
amazement at this wondrous gift You have given to us.  And grant that the peace through forgiveness 
in Jesus given for all of the world would come to each of our hearts in every season.  In Jesus saving 
name, I pray. Amen. 


VOCABULARY
Caesar Augustus - the Roman Emperor or ruler of the Roman Empire.
Quirinius or Cyrenius - this governor's name gives many people trouble.
host - a very large group or army, too many to count (of angels, people)


OUTER AIM
Jesus Our Savior is Born


INNER AIM
Jesus, the Promised Savior, is Born!


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 23-34)
Galatians 4:4 - “When the fullness of the time was come (when everything was ready), God sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, in order to redeem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption as sons.”  


This sums up the plan and purpose of God in connection with the birth of Jesus.   God arranged 
history so everything would be ready.  The Jews no longer ruled themselves as God had prophesied 
(Genesis 49:10).  So a Roman Emperor, looking for more taxes, served God's plan to have Joseph and 
Mary in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2) just in time for Jesus' birth.  Joseph and Mary registered there because 
they were descendants of the family of King David.  But the birth of the King of Kings was anything but
royal.  


There was no room in the inn, so Mary and Joseph found themselves in a stable, possibly a cave for 
the animals.  Jesus' first bed was the feeding crib or manger.  Jesus' humble birth was in keeping with 
His work as Messiah - not to rule as an earthly monarch, but to serve under God’s law and to finally give His
life as a ransom for all. Below are notes on each verse of the account:
Luke 2:1
< Caesar Augustus : the first Roman Emperor ruled from 27 BC to 14 AD.
< Registered :This was a census in the Roman empire to be sure nobody was overlooked in taxes.
< To do this, the people of Palestine returned to the city of their family or heritage where family records


were kept.
v. 2
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< Quirinius or Cyrenius: the Roman form and the Greek form of the name for the same man.  
< He ruled over Syria including Palestine (twice) from 7-2 BC and again 6-9 AD.  
< The census or registering took place during his first term in the office.  
< (Note: We don't know the exact date of Jesus' birth, nor do we need to.  The early church began


celebrating Christmas in contrast with a Roman holiday which followed the shortest (darkest) day of the
year - December 21.)


vs. 3-5
< Joseph also went up.: He traveled among crowds of people, each going to the city of his family to obey


the command to be registered.  
< Mary, his betrothed wife, also needed to be registered, so she went along despite her condition.
vs. 6-7
< Her firstborn son: Compare with Matt 1:25 (and the previous lesson) to recall the miracle within this


simple, humble birth.
< Swaddling cloths: Strips of cloth wrapped securely around the Babe, as the angel had identified Jesus for


the shepherds.
V. 8
< Shepherds living out in the fields: Shepherds protected their flocks by remaining in the fields with their


sheep.  
< These particular sheep were raised to be temple sacrifices. 
< The lowly birth, matching the humble purpose of Jesus' coming, was first announced, not to royalty, but to


rustic shepherds.  
V. 9
< An angel of the Lord: The Lord's holy messenger produced fear in the hearts of these shepherds.
V. 10
< Do not be afraid: Perfect love casts out fear.
< The angels had Good News of God's love to bring,.
< which will be to all people: the tidings of great joy are not meant to be hoarded but shared and enjoyed by


all people.
V. 11
< Born to you this day: The Savior of the world is born for you today.  
< He is Christ, the long awaited Messiah, the Lord, who was promised to become your Savior. 
< The most important news in all of history is brought first to humble shepherds.
V. 12
< Shall be a sign to you: The angels wanted the shepherds to see this great event for themselves, so they


enabled them to find Jesus.
V. 13
< A multitude of the heavenly host: Countless angels of heaven filled the sky around these shepherds singing


their praises of God.   
< Amid the lowliness of Jesus' birth, the glory of His person shone through in the choir of angels that


proclaimed Jesus' birth that night.
V. 14
< Glory to God: God's greatest glory is his working out our salvation by His grace.  
< This salvation, the forgiveness of sins, alone brings peace to human hearts and reestablishes good will


between God and mankind.  
< Surely it is worth singing about!
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V. 15
< Let us now go to Bethlehem and see: They wouldn't wait, but convinced each other to see the event


announced by the angels on God's behalf.
V. 16
< And they came with haste: Their hurried search was rewarded with the joy of finding the Babe as the


angels had said.
V. 17
< They made widely known: Probably for a long time to come they told people all about the angel's


description of this one special child, for His coming was great news of joy for all Bible-believing people.
V. 18
< All of those who heard it marveled: The shepherds carried amazing news that caused everyone whom they


told to be amazed.
V. 19
< But Mary: Mary stored all these events in her heart and thought about them over and over again as she


discovered more and more about God's wonderful plan of Salvation through the baby Jesus.
< Surely the Lord had given her and gives us much to think about.
V. 20
< The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God: They returned to their duties but with joy in their


hearts which they gladly shared with others.


STUDENT PRAYER
O Lord, dear Father in heaven, though we did not deserve it, You gave us such an amazing gift, Your 
own Son, to be our Savior.  His humble birth hides the grand and noble work You sent Him among us 
to do.  Jesus became our perfect Savior.  He left the glories of heaven to be born a human baby and to 
live within the confines of the Law which we cannot keep.  Then He also suffered the desolation and 
agony of hell and death instead of us.  Help me, Oh Lord, to know and to share the joy, the amazement, and
the peace sent through this wondrous gift You have given to us.  In Jesus’ saving name, I pray. Amen.


PRESENTATION
You might begin the lesson by asking the students what is the first thing that comes to mind when they think
about Christmas. Then move from there into the greatest gift given which is God's own Son our Savior.  The
real meaning of Christmas is God's undeserved gift of a Savior for us.  It is a cause for amazement and joy
because of the salvation and peace that Jesus brings.


APPLICATIONS
1. How do we express our joy at Christmas?  We anticipate Christmas with Advent services and celebrate


with special services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  We decorate our homes and churches.  We
send religious cards sharing the message with family and friends.


2. Christmas decorations have a message.  An evergreen tree signifies everlasting life, because it stays green
through winter; the lights on the tree signify Jesus the light of the world and His children who are to share
that light with the world.  Giving gifts reminds us of the greatest gift ever given, Jesus, the Savior of the
world.


3. The many outward customs of Christmas carry a danger.  Our time, energy, thoughts, and finances can be
soaked up by the outward festivities of Christmas, while our meditating on and rejoicing in the birth of
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Jesus gets buried in the background.  We want to make sure that our children realize that Christmas is not
Santa Claus and exchanging presents but a very special time set aside for celebrating the greatest Gift of
all.


4. We, too can be shepherds.  The joy of Christmas is in the peace of conscience that God gives for all
people through Jesus.  The shepherds were the first Christian missionaries, telling what they had heard and
seen concerning Jesus.  We get the privilege of bringing this gift to others, too.  May we share our joy as
the shepherds did.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
Luke 2:11 - For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
Titus 2:11 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.


Middle any of the above and...
1 John 4:9-11 - In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another.


Upper any of the above and...
Isaiah 9:6 - For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.
Micah 5:2 - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet 
out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, 
From everlasting.
Galatians 4:4-5 - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons.


HYMN CHOICES
"From Heaven Above to Earth I Come" (TLH 85 1-4 and any other verses)
"A Great and Mighty Wonder" (TLH 76 1-4)
"Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" (TLH 94)
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The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-20


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


The time came for Jesus to be born on
the earth. The Bible told that He would be born
in Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph lived a long
way away in Nazareth. What would happen?
Listen to the Bible lesson from Luke 2.


The king wanted his people to pay taxes
and be counted. People had to go to the city
their family came from. Mary and Joseph had
to travel to Bethlehem because they were
from King David’s family. Mary was about to
have a Baby, but she needed to go along.


When Joseph and Mary got to
Bethlehem, they couldn’t find any room in the
inn or hotel because there were so many
people in the town. They had to stay where
animals were kept. The time came for Jesus to
be born. He was born in Bethlehem. Mary
wrapped Jesus in strips of cloth and laid Him in
a manger where hay for the animals was
placed .


During the same night that Jesus was
born, an angel came to shepherds.  They were
watching their sheep in the field. The angel
said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid, for I
bring you good news of great joy. Today in
Bethlehem a Savior, Christ the Lord, was born.
You will find the Baby wrapped in strips of cloth
and lying in a manger.”


Suddenly the sky was full of angels
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men!” Then the angels went away.


The shepherds said to each other, “Let
us now go to Bethlehem and see this Baby.”


So they hurried to Bethlehem and found
Mary and Joseph, and the Baby Jesus Who
was lying in the manger. There they worshiped
the Savior of all people.


After they had seen Jesus they returned


to their sheep. They gave praise to God for
sending the Savior Jesus. They also told other
people about the wonderful  Child they had
seen. Those that heard it were surprised at
what they had been told.


Mary thought about all that had
happened and remembered it again and
again. 


Jesus our Savior is born.


Rejoice, your Savior is born!


Passage
“For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Lk.  2:11


Hymn WS 709 v. 1, 3


God loves me dearly, grants me salvation:
God loves me dearly, loves even me.
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer;
He sent forth Jesus and set me free.
Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


Prayer
Dear God, Thank You for sending Your Son,
Jesus, to be my Savior. Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Cut out the pictures from the
top of page 3 and have the children glue them next to the
sentence(s) that you read to them.


1. The king wanted to count his people.
Mary and Joseph had to travel to
Bethlehem.


2. Many other people had come to
Bethlehem. The only place to stay was
where the animals stayed.


3. While they were staying there, Mary had
her Baby. Jesus was born! The only bed
they had for Him was a manger.


4. The angels sang songs to the shepherds
telling them about God’s Son, our Savior.


5. The shepherds went to see the Baby
Jesus. They found Him just as the angels
told them. They worshiped Him.


6. After the shepherds saw Jesus, they
praised God and told the people they
met about Jesus!


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.
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-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  C -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -


-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  C -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -


Classroom Activity - Find an inexpensive nativity set for the children to arrange and
use the time to discuss the people and items in the set. You may need to tell about the wise
men and animals that may be included.


Classroom Art Activity - Color and decorate the nativity scene on page 4. Cut it
out and glue it to a piece of dark construction paper. (You may choose to keep it whole
and glue the popsicle sticks to page 4.) Glue 4 popsicle sticks over the scene as shown and
glue the star above in the sky or make a glitter glue star.
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The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-20
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The Story


The time came for Jesus to be
born on the earth. The Bible told
that He would be born in
Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph lived a
long way away in Nazareth. What
would happen? Listen to the Bible
lesson from Luke 2.


The king wanted his people to
pay taxes and be counted. People
had to go to the city their family
came from. Mary and Joseph had
to travel to Bethlehem because
they were from King David’s family.
Mary was about to have a Baby,
but she needed to go also.


When Joseph and Mary got to
Bethlehem, they couldn’t find any
room in the inn or hotel because
there were so many people in the
town. They had to stay where
animals were kept. The time came
for Jesus to be born. He was born in
Bethlehem. Mary wrapped Jesus in
strips of cloth and placed Him in a
manger where hay for the animals
was laid.


During the same night that
Jesus was born, an angel came to
shepherds.  They were watching
their sheep in the field. The angel
said to the shepherds, “Do not be


afraid, for I bring you good news of
great joy. Today in Bethlehem a
Savior, Christ the Lord, was born.
You will find the Baby wrapped in
strips of cloth and lying in a
manger.”


Suddenly the sky was full of
angels praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
Then the angels went away.


The shepherds said to each
other, “Let us now go to Bethlehem
and see this Baby.”


So they hurried to Bethlehem
and found Mary and Joseph, and
the Baby Jesus Who was lying in the
manger. There they worshiped the
Savior of all people.


After they had seen Jesus they
returned to their sheep. They gave
praise to God for sending the Savior
Jesus. They also told other people
about the wonderful  Child they
had seen. Those that heard it were
surprised at what they had been
told.


Mary thought about all that
had happened and remembered it
again and again. 


Jesus our Savior is born.


Rejoice, your Savior is born!
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Activity One - Cut out the pictures from the bottom of
page 4 and glue them next to the sentence(s) that tells
about the picture.


1. The king wanted to count his people.
Mary and Joseph had to travel to
Bethlehem.


2. Many other people had come to
Bethlehem. The only place to stay was
where the animals stayed.


3. While they were staying there Mary had
her Baby. Jesus was born! The only bed
they had for Him was a manger.


4. The angels sang songs to the shepherds
telling them about God’s Son, our Savior.


5. The shepherds went to see the Baby
Jesus. They found Him just as the angels
told them. They worshiped Him.


6. After the shepherds saw Jesus they
praised God and told the people they
met about Jesus!


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.
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Activity Two - Draw a picture of yourself in the box
to make the sentence complete.


Jesus came to earth for everyone! Each one of
us is precious to Him. 


He wants us all to believe in Him so we can
someday 


live with Him in heaven.


“For there is born to you ( _______________________ (your name) )
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 


Luke 2:11 


Prayer


Dear God, Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be my Savior. Amen.


-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  C -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -
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The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-20
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The Story


The time came for Jesus to be
born on the earth. The Bible told that
He would be born in Bethlehem.
Mary and Joseph lived a long ways
away in Nazareth. What would
happen? Listen to the Bible lesson
from Luke 2.


The king wanted his people to
pay taxes and be counted. They
had to go to the city of their family.
Mary and Joseph had to travel to
Bethlehem because they were from
King David’s family. Mary was about
to have a Baby, but she needed to
go also.


There were so many people in
Bethlehem that no room in the inn or
hotel was found for Joseph and
Mary. They had to stay where
animals were kept. The time came
for Jesus to be born. He was born in
Bethlehem. Mary wrapped Jesus in
strips of cloth and placed Him in a
manger where hay for the animals
was laid.


That same night Jesus was
born, an angel came to shepherds
who were watching their sheep in
the field. The angel said, “Do not be


afraid, for I bring you good news of
great joy. Today in Bethlehem a
Savior, Christ the Lord, was born. You
will find the Baby wrapped in strips of
cloth and lying in a manger.”


Suddenly the sky was full of
angels praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
Then the angels went away.


The shepherds said to each
other, “Let us now go to Bethlehem
and see this Baby.”


So they hurried to Bethlehem
and found Mary and Joseph, and
the Baby Jesus Who was lying in the
manger. There they worshiped the
Savior of all people.


After they had seen Jesus they
returned to their sheep. They gave
praise to God for sending the Savior
Jesus. They also told other people
about the wonderful  Child they had
seen. Those that heard it were
surprised at what they had been
told.


Mary thought about all that
had happened and remembered it
again and again. 


Jesus our Savior is born.


Rejoice, your Savior is born!
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Activity One - If the following sentences are correct, write YES in the blank. If they are
not correct, write NO in the blank.


1. _________  Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem.


2. _________  They got to stay at a fancy hotel.


3. _________  Jesus was born in a hospital.


4. _________  The shepherds were watching their sheep.


5. _________  The angels told them that Jesus was born!


6. _________  The shepherds went to see Jesus after a few days.


7. _________  The shepherds kept Jesus’ birth a secret.


8. _________  Mary knew that Jesus was very special.


Activity Two - Many people give gifts at Christmas, but God gave us a Christmas
present that is more special than any that we have ever been given. Trace over the dots
and then color the symbol meaning that gift.
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Passage - Fill in the blanks of this passage with the words from the box.


“For there is _____________ to _____________ this _____________ 


in the _____________ of David,  a  _________________ , who is 


________________ the ______________.”  Luke 2:11 


Prayer/Hymn - TLH #85 v. 2, 13


“This is the Christ, our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. Amen.


you        Lord        born        Christ        day        Savior        city
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The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-20


What might be inside these gifts?
- Is it something to use, or a keepsake?
- Is it something needed, or just wanted?
- Is it for one person or to be shared?


What other types of gifts are there?
Today we will learn about the best Gift ever.


Prayer


Dear God,
There are, indeed, many kinds of gifts.  We ask that


You would be with us today as we consider the very special gift You gave all people
through Your Son, Jesus.  Amen.


The Story - Luke 2:1-20


And it came to pass in those days
that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be
registered. {2} This census first took
place while Quirinius was governing
Syria. 


{3} So all went to be registered,
everyone to his own city. {4} Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city
of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and
lineage of David, {5} to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was
with child.


{6} So it was, that while they were
there, the days were completed for her
to be delivered. {7} And she brought


forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in
a manger, because there was no room
for them in the inn. 


{8} Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. {9} And behold, an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid. 


{10} Then the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring
you good tidings of great joy which will
be to all people. {11} "For there is born
to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. {12} "And
this will be the sign to you: You will find a
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Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,
lying in a manger." 


{13} And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God and saying: {14}
"Glory to God in the highest, And on
earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 


{15} So it was, when the angels
had gone away from them into
heaven, that the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has come to
pass, which the Lord has made known
to us." 


{16} And they came with haste


 and found Mary and Joseph, and the
Babe lying in a manger. {17} Now when
they had seen Him, they made widely
known the saying which was told them
concerning this Child. {18} And all those
who heard it marveled at those things
which were told them by the
shepherds. 


{19} But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart. {20}
Then the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that
they had heard and seen, as it was told
them.


What the Story Tells Us - You have been asked to tell some people about the birth of
Jesus - but you can only use 5 sentences to tell the story.  Write here the 5 sentences you
would use.


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


Outer Aim - Jesus our Savior is born.
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What God’s Word Tells Us - Speaking of Gifts...  Look at the following passages.  What
are some of the other gifts God has given His people? Highlight or underline the gifts in the
passages.


Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.


I Corinthians 11:23-26 - For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to
you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is
My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me."
For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death till He comes. 


Galatians 4:4-5 - But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.


Isaiah 40:8 - The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands
forever." 


Ephesians 4:11-12 - And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.


Romans 6:3 - Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?


Inner Aim - Jesus, the Promised Savior, is Born!


Passages


Luke 2:11 - For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.
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Titus 2:11 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.


Isaiah 9:6 - For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; and the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.


Hymn Study - Use Hymn #85  “From Heaven Above To Earth I Come” vs. 1-4 to answer
the following.


“From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:


“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.


“This is the Christ, our God and Lord,
Who in all need shall aid afford;
He will Himself your Savior be
From all your sins to set you free.


“He will on you the gifts bestow
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
You may with us His glory share.


1. Who is speaking in verse 1?
2. Which words of verse 2 describe Jesus’ mother?
3. Why would this child be the joy of all the earth?
4. Verse 3 says “who in all need shall aid afford”.  Can you  give some examples


from your life of times that Jesus has helped you?
5. How would Jesus set us free from sin? (verse 3) 
6. What is the ultimate Christmas gift? (verse 4)


Prayer


My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep;
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle-song:


Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us His Son hath given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.


Amen.
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The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-20


What type of person do these words signify?
We know these are, in fact, names for
Jesus. Our glorious Savior was born in the
most humble of conditions.


Why was it so important for God’s Son to
become a lowly human rather than
someone with a higher social standing?


Prayer


Dear Lord, As we study today about the great sacrifices You made for us by coming to earth
as a Baby, open our hearts that they may be filled with awe at the extreme love You have
for us. Amen.


The Story - Luke 2:1-20


And it came to pass in those days
that a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be
registered. {2} This census first took place
while Quirinius was governing Syria. 


{3} So all went to be registered,
everyone to his own city. {4} Joseph also
went up from Galilee, out of the city of
Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and lineage of David, {5} to
be registered with Mary, his betrothed
wife, who was with child.


{6} So it was, that while they were
there, the days were completed for her to
be delivered. {7} And she brought forth her


firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a
manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn. 


{8} Now there were in the same
country shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. {9}
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were greatly
afraid. 


{10} Then the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people. {11} "For there is born to you this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is


Wonderful
Counselor


Mighty God
Everlasting


Father
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Christ the Lord. {12} "And this will be the
sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped
in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 


{13} And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying: {14} "Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace,
goodwill toward men!" 


{15} So it was, when the angels had
gone away from them into heaven, that
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us." 


{16} And they came with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger. {17} Now when they had
seen Him, they made widely known the
saying which was told them concerning
this Child. {18} And all those who heard it
marveled at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. 


{19} But Mary kept all these things
and pondered them in her heart. {20} Then
the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they
had heard and seen, as it was told them.


Review - How did God use each of the following people in the working of His plan for our
salvation in today’s story?


1.  Cyrenius


2.  Joseph


3.  Mary


4.  Jesus


5.  angels


6.  shepherds


Outer Aim
Jesus our Savior is born.
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Matching Opposites  - The story of Jesus’ birth is one that goes beyond our
comprehension.  God and man are so different that to understand how Jesus is God and
man is difficult, even impossible for us.  Draw a line matching the opposites listed below.


Jesus lived in heaven.�
        
Jesus sat at God’s right hand. �  


   
Shepherds watched the flock of
sacrificial lambs.�   


Jesus has all power in heaven
and earth.�


Jesus is our King.�


� Shepherds went to see our Sacrificial
Lamb.


� Jesus came to earth.


� He came as a servant.


� He lay in a feeding trough.


� He came as a helpless baby.


Passages - What other contrasts do we see in these references?


Micah 5:2
   


Galatians 4:4-5


Hymn #76


Inner Aim
Jesus, the Promised Savior, is born!


Closing Prayer


Come, Desire of nations, come,
Fix in us Thy humble home;
Oh, to all Thyself impart,
Formed in each believing heart!


Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”  
Thank you, Jesus, for taking my place.


Amen.





		birthofjesusnotes
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		birthofjesus1

		birthofjesus2
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The Ministry of John and the Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34
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The Story


Jesus had a relative named
John.  His father was Zacharias and
his mother was Elizabeth. John was
to prepare the people for Jesus’
coming. 


When John grew up he lived in
the wilderness.  He wore a camel
hair coat and a belt.  He ate wild
honey and grasshoppers. 


John preached God's Word. 
He told people to admit their sins. 
He wanted people to be sorry when
they did something wrong.  He told
people that Jesus was coming to


 save them.  John baptized people
in the Jordan River.  


One day Jesus came to see
John.  John said, “Behold! The Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of
the world!”  


Jesus wanted to be baptized. 
A miracle happened after Jesus was
baptized.  The Holy Spirit came down
to Jesus in the shape of a dove. The
Holy Spirit  landed on Jesus.  God the
Father spoke from heaven and said,
“You are my beloved Son; in You I
am well pleased.”


Jesus was baptized to publicly begin His ministry as our
Savior.
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Passage


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 


John 3:16


Hymn - TLH 63 v. 1, 5


On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and hearken,
For He brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.


All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore
And Holy Ghost
Forevermore.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for showing us that, through His baptism, Jesus is Your Son sent


to be our Savior.  Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus' baptism and how He
kept the law for us to be our perfect Savior.  When we sin, call us to repentance
and faith that Jesus Christ, Your Son, washes us clean from all our sin, just as our
baptism reminds us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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Activity One - Cut out the dove and wings along the outer lines. Slit dotted line in the
dove and insert wings. Hole punch the small circle and draw a piece of yarn through. The
Holy Spirit came down from heaven as a dove and landed on Jesus.
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The Ministry of John and the Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34







2New Testament                                                                                   Baptism of Jesus  - Level 2


A.  A camel hair coat


B.  grasshoppers


C.  God's Word


D.  God the Father


E.  God the Holy Spirit


F.  in the wilderness


G.  in the Jordan River


H. Jesus


The Story


Do you know when you were
baptized? Why are we baptized?
Today we will see that Jesus is
baptized, not to wash away His sins,
but to keep the commands of God
perfectly for us.


Jesus had a relative named
John.  When John grew up he lived
in the wilderness.  He wore a belt
and a camel hair coat.  He ate wild
honey and grasshoppers. 


John preached God's Word. 
He told people to admit their sins. 
He wanted people to be sorry when
they did something


 wrong.  He told people Jesus was
coming to save them.  John
baptized people in the Jordan River.  


One day Jesus came to see
John.  John called Jesus the Lamb of
God.  Jesus wanted to be baptized. 
John did not feel worthy to baptize
Jesus, but John did baptize Jesus in
the Jordan River. A miracle
happened after Jesus was baptized. 
The Holy Ghost came down to Jesus. 
The Spirit was in the shape of a dove.
He landed on Jesus' shoulder.  God
the Father said, "You are My Son; in
You I am well pleased." 


Activity One -  Use the words in the box to answer the questions.  Write the letter of
each answer on the line.


1. ____  What did John eat?


2. ____  What did John wear?


3. ____ Where did John live?


4. ____ Where did John baptize people?


5. ____ What did John speak?


6. ____ Who came to John to be baptized one
day? 


7. ____ Who said, "This is my son"?


8. ____ Who came in the form of a dove?
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Jesus was baptized to publicly begin His ministry as our Savior.


Activity Two -  Use the words to complete the sentences.  


1. God's      ______________    was spoken at my baptism. child


2. Some       _______________   was put on my head. life


3. I became a     ______________    of God. sins


4. God's Son gave His      __________________   for me. water


5.  God took away all my ______________   . Word


Passages


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  John 3:16


The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  1 John 1:7b


Hymn - TLH 63 v. 1, 5


On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and hearken,
For He brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.


All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore
And Holy Ghost
Forevermore.
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Activity Three - Cut
out the dove and wings
along the outer lines. Slit
dotted line in the dove and
insert wings. Hole punch
the small circle and draw a
piece of yarn through. The
Holy Spirit came down from
heaven as a dove and
landed on Jesus.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for showing us that, through His baptism, Jesus is Your Son sent


to be our Savior.  Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus' baptism and how He
kept the law for us to be our perfect Savior.  When we sin, call us to repentance
and faith that Jesus Christ, Your Son, washes us clean from all our sin, just as our
baptism reminds us. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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The Ministry of John and the Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:1-17


“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the
way of the LORD.  Make straight in the desert a


highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3b  


This passage is a prophecy about John the
Baptist. We will learn today how this prophecy was
fulfilled.  


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father,
Thank You for showing us, through our study


of His baptism, that Jesus is Your Son sent to be our
Savior. Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus’
baptism and how He kept the Law for us, to be our
perfect Savior. When we sin, call us to repentance.
Help us to understand that in our baptism Jesus
washed us clean from all our sin and worked faith in our hearts. Keep us in that faith
throughout our lives, we pray. Amen


The Story


John was the son of Zacharias and
Elizabeth.  John and Jesus were relatives. 
As the forerunner of the Messiah,  John was
God’s last prophet for the children of Israel.


John lived in the wilderness.  He wore
camel’s hair for clothes, with a belt around
his waist.  He ate grasshoppers and wild
honey.  He preached to many people from
Jerusalem and Judea, telling them to
repent of their sins and be baptized.  That is
why he is called John the Baptist.  His job
was to get people ready for the coming of
Jesus.


One day some Pharisees came, and
John called them a “brood of vipers,”
meaning they were as dangerous as
poisonous snakes.  He knew they did not
believe in the promise of the coming
Messiah.  They thought they would be
saved because they were born from
Abraham’s line.  John warned these men
that if they did not have faith they were
like a tree that would be burned because
it did not bear fruit.


On another day John saw Jesus
coming to be baptized.  John said,


The Baptism of Jesus
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"Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world!”  John did not think
he was worthy enough to baptize Jesus. 
Jesus commanded John to do it, and John
obeyed.  When the baptism was over, the
Holy Spirit landed on Jesus in the form of a
dove.  From the sky came the voice of


 God the Father saying, “You are my
beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”  All
three persons of God were present at this
baptism.  The words were from the Father,
Jesus was and is the Son, and the dove
was the Holy Spirit.


Outer Aim  Jesus was baptized to publicly begin His ministry as our Savior.


What the Story Tells Us - Use the Bible references to answer the questions


1. What name did the prophet give John?(Mk. 1:2)


2. What did the prophet say John would do?(2-3)


3. Where did John preach and baptize?(4)


4. What did John preach?(4)


5. Who came to hear John?(5)


6. What did John wear?(6)


7. What did he eat?(6)


8. What did John call the Pharisees, Sadducees?(Mt.3:7)


9. What did he tell them to do?(8)


10. What did John say about Jesus?(11)


11. Who came to be baptized by John?(13)


12. What did John think about this?(14)


13. What happened after Jesus was baptized?(16-17)


14. What did Jesus now begin?(Lk. 3:23)


15. How old was Jesus at this time?(23)
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What God’s Word Tells Us 


Why do we get baptized? (check Mt. 28:19 and Acts 22:16)


Why did Jesus get baptized? (check Mt. 3:15)


Your Turn- Place an X in front of each True statement.


1. _____ John the Baptist lived and preached in the city.


 2. _____ John the Baptist preached about repentance.


3. _____ John the Baptist wanted Jesus to baptize him.


 4. _____ Jesus baptized John.


Inner Aim God declared Jesus to be the Promised Messiah, our Savior.


Passages


John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”


1 John 1:7, 9  - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”


Ephesians 5:25-26  - “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that
He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word.”
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Puzzle Time - Find these words in the puzzle below.


JOHN THE BAPTIST JORDAN CAMEL DOVE
WILDERNESS LOCUST VOICE VIPERS
REPENTANCE PHARISEE SADDUCEE GOD


D A Y R I L H H H F E S I J V W V


B O M D P H A R I S E E R G P I G


B T V O I C E D R A J U Y C P L Q


V Y K E L A J Z T D H I T E O D W


C C J I K W O G O D F R R V I E E


U A F P H E R X Y U S S P B I R R


Y M S I G R D L O C U S T N U N T


R E P E N T A N C E A T O M U E T


E L R J O H N T H E B A P T I S T


I O E U F D Z C Y T W Y O M Y S Y


Hymn/Prayer - TLH 63 v. 1, 5


On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and hearken,
For He brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.


All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore
And Holy Ghost
Forevermore. Amen.
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The Ministry of John and the Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:1-17


About thirty years after Jesus' birth, His cousin John began his ministry in Judea.  Isaiah
had prophesied about John in chapter 40:3,


“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the LORD. Make his path


straight.”


John preached in the wilderness, where
living off the land was difficult to do.  His clothing
was camel's hair, and he had a leather belt
around his waist.  His food was simple also--
locusts (grasshoppers) and wild honey.  He called
for the people to repent of their sins, and when
they did he baptized them in the Jordan River. 
Many people of Judea and Jerusalem came out
to confess their sins and be baptized by this
prophet of God.  His work was to prepare the
people for the coming of the promised Messiah
and His ministry.


As John’s ministry continued he drew not
only the attention of the people, but also of the
chief religious leaders, namely, the Pharisees and
the Sadducees.  When he saw them coming he
confronted them by calling them a “brood of
vipers!”  Some Pharisees and Sadducees thought
that since they were descendants of Abraham,
they were assured of salvation.  John warned
them that without true repentance for sins they
would be like a tree that does not bear good fruit
and is  thrown into the fire.  Many people
consulted John on how to bear fruits of faith. 
When speaking to tax collectors, John advised
them not to collect more than was due them. 
John counseled soldiers not to intimidate
anyone, falsely accuse anyone, or complain
about their wages.


Many people wondered if John was the
Christ.  John humbly rejected this expectation,
preaching that the One coming after him was
mightier and greater than he.  John believed he


was not even worthy to untie Jesus'
sandals.  John baptized with water,
but the coming Christ would baptize
with the Holy Spirit.


Jesus journeyed from Galilee
to John at the Jordan so He could
be baptized.  When John saw Jesus
approaching, he declared Him to be
“the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world.”  At first, John
was reluctant to baptize Jesus,
thinking that he was not worthy to
baptize Him.  Jesus told John to
baptize Him, and John obeyed. 
Immediately after the baptism the


The Baptism of Jesus
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 heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit, in the
form of a dove, flew down and landed on Jesus.
The Father's voice from heaven declared, “This is
My beloved Son in who I am well pleased.”


After Jesus’ baptism, He began His ministry. 
Many people listened and believed.  As Jesus'


 following grew, those that followed
John became fewer and fewer. 
King Herod, upset that John had
rebuked him for a public sin,
imprisoned John.  Eventually, as a
favor to his daughter, he had John
beheaded.


Outer Aim Jesus was baptized to publicly begin His ministry as our Savior.


Answer the Questions


1. Where did John the Baptist preach? (Mt. 3:1)


2. Which two Old Testament prophets foretold John’s coming? (Mk. 1:2-3)


3. What did Malachi call John? (2)


4. What did Isaiah call John? (3)


5. What was John’s message to the people? (4)


6. What did John wear? Eat? (Mt. 3:4)


7. Who went to hear John preach? (5) 


8. How did many people respond? (6)


9. Which two groups of skeptics also came to hear John? (7)


10. What did John call these people? (7)


11. What did John tell them to do? (8)


12. What did they think was their automatic ticket to heaven? (9)


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for showing us that through His baptism Jesus is Your Son
sent to be our Savior.  Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus' baptism and how He kept the
Law for us to be our perfect Savior.  When we sin, call us to repentance and faith that
Jesus Christ, Your Son, washes us clean from all our sin, just as our baptism reminds us. We
ask this in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.
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13. What warning did John give them? (10)


14. Whose coming did John announce? (11)


15. When Jesus arrived, what did He want John to do? (13)


16. How did John try to prevent this? (14)


17. Why did Jesus want to be baptized? (15)


18. What happened after the baptism? (16)


19. What did a voice from heaven say? (17)


20. How did all three Persons of the Trinity appear in this story?


Inner Aim
God declared Jesus to be the Promised Messiah, our Savior.


Discuss It


What is repentance?


How does this story support the biblical truth that our God is triune? 


What God Tells Us - Mark each statement(T)rue or (F)alse.


1._____John the Baptist lived and
preached in the city.


 2._____John the Baptist preached about
repentance.


3._____John the Baptist wanted Jesus to
baptize him.


 4._____Jesus baptized John.


Passages


John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”


1 John 1:7, 9  - “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


Ephesians 5:25-26  - “Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word.”


Galatians 4:4-5  -  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of
a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might


receive the adoption as sons.
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Crossword Fun


ACROSS
3. The form of God the Father
6. He was baptized by John
9. He preached repentance in wilderness


DOWN
1. John ate these insects
2. Be sorry for sin, have faith in Christ’s forgiveness.
4. The application of water along with God’s Word
5. Poisonous snakes
7. Jesus’ age when He began His ministry
8. John’s coat was made from hair of this animal
9. The river in which Jesus was baptized by John


Hymn - Read through Hymn 63 v. 1-3 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry.” Use this hymn as
a closing prayer. 


1. 2.


3.


4. 5.


6.


7. 8.


9.
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STORY 6/12/2012


The Ministry of John and Baptism of Jesus - Matthew 3:1-17
(Note: the focus is on the baptism of Jesus and less so on the work of John the Baptist)
(Also see for John's ministry: Mark 1:1-8, Luke 3:1-8; John 1:19-28;)
(Also see for Jesus' baptism: Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:29-34) 


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, in this world today many teach that people can be saved by any religion.  Yet
at 
the Baptism of Jesus, you proclaimed that Jesus is Your Son and that He is the only Savior of the 
world.  Only Jesus kept the law perfectly in our stead, then suffered the punishment of our sins to 
purchase our forgiveness.  Help me to teach the students in my care to trust only in Jesus for 
forgiveness, the One You have declared to be our Savior.  In Your name  I pray, Amen.


VOCABULARY
John the Baptist - He was the first one whom God authorized to baptize.  If the students get this
confused with "the Baptists", you might refer to John as "John, the one who 
baptized" or "the Baptizer".  You may need to distinguish between John the Baptist and John the 
Apostle, the inspired writer of 5 books of the New Testament.


Baptize - literally means "to apply water".  The method of baptism isn't clear in scripture beyond that 
meaning.  Apparently Jesus was in the water of the Jordan River for His baptism (cf v 16) but
nowhere
 are we directed to immerse for a proper baptism.


Pharisees and Sadducees - Two groups of religious leaders of the Jewish people of Jesus' time. They
are often portrayed in scripture as leaders who falsely claimed they kept the laws of God perfectly and
expected perfection of the people. They became enemies of Christ, eventually orchestrating His
crucifixion.


Brood of Vipers - very poisonous, dangerous snakes.


Repentance - Sorrow over sins and faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 


Winnowing fan, purge, chaff - At harvest time, grain was purged (cleaned) by hand using a method
called winnowing - to separate the kernels of grain from the chaff, husks, and extra leaves that 
were thrown away.  The winnowing fan was used to pick up the mixture of grain and other 
items to throw it in the air so the wind could blow away the chaff, while the grain fell back down to
the threshing floor.


Messiah - (the term is not in the scripture itself but used in the Inner Aim.) the Old Testament word
for 
the New Testament Word "Christ".  Both words mean "Anointed One."  Anointing was the symbolic
ceremony used to place a person into an official office: Prophet, Priest, or King.  Jesus served in all
three 
of these offices.  


Triune - The special quality of our God of being three distinct Persons in one True God.







OUTER AIM
Jesus was baptized to publicly begin His ministry as our Savior.


INNER AIM
God declared Jesus to be the Promised Messiah, our Savior.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 64-74 and pp. 75-78)
When Jesus was thirty years old, it was time for Him to begin the public journey that would lead Him 
to the cross.  The baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of His ministry (His service for us) and 
identifies Him as the promised Messiah.  Review the story of the birth of John and what it means that 
he was the forerunner of Jesus, i.e., to prepare the way for Jesus.  


*** John's ministry ***
(Note: Because the focus of this lesson is on the baptism of Jesus, the notes for John's ministry are only 
based on the account from Matthew 3:1-17 and not other references.)


Matthew 3:1
 This verse marks the beginning of a new time period, the beginning of the ministries or public service 
of John the Baptist and (about 6 months later) Jesus.  Jewish law didn't allow men to publicly teach 
or preach until they were 30 years of age or older.
v. 2
 < John preached both the Law and the Gospel. 
 < The Law shows the people their sins, calling them to repentance and preparing their hearts for


Jesus, their Savior.  
 < The Kingdom of heaven is God's ruling activity over our hearts and lives through the Good News


of Jesus, Who was already on the scene.
v. 3
< Isaiah proclaimed God's promise that God would send a messenger who would preach in the


wilderness to prepare the way for God Himself to come to people's hearts.
v. 4
< John's clothing and food showed the simple, humble life he led as one whom God had dedicated


to the special mission of preparing people to meet their Savior. 
vs. 5-6
< People from a wide area around the Jordan and Southern Palestine went to hear John's message.  
< God blessed his ministry so that the people not only heard but responded to his important


message.
v. 7
< Scripture in various places exposes the Sadducees and Pharisees as hypocrites who acted holy but


were not truly holy.  
< John's harsh words were meant to break down their trust in their own holiness.  
< They needed to repent of their sins and seek forgiveness so  they wouldn't be condemned by


God's anger against sin.
vs. 8-9
< The Pharisees and Sadducees often trusted that because they were descendants of Abraham, God


would forgive them their sins.  
< John told them that true repentance with faith shows itself in works that demonstrate genuine


sorrow over sinfulness and faith in God's forgiveness.
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v. 10
< This was a picture of how God  condemns to the fires of hell those who do not repent of their


sins through faith in Jesus.  
< True repentance and faith show themselves with the good works.
v. 11
< John here spoke of Jesus coming among them.  
< John's work was to prepare people to know Jesus when He came.  
< In humility John  realized that he did not deserve to serve Jesus in even the simplest way because


Jesus was greater than John.  
< Jesus would  bless the people with the Holy Spirit and powerful faith.
v. 12 
< (see vocabulary)  The wheat God would keep, but the chaff or waste from the winnowing process


would be gathered for burning.  
< This pictures God separating the repentant believers from unrepentant unbelievers, sending the


former to heaven and the latter to hell.
*** Jesus' Baptism ***
v. 13
< Galilee was the northern region of Palestine where Jesus spent a good part of His ministry.  
< John was baptizing along the Jordan river east of Jerusalem.  See a map.
v. 14
< John recognized that Jesus was the Son of God.  
< John knew his own sinfulness and need to repent and be cleansed by Jesus, so John questioned


why Jesus wanted John to baptize Him. 
v. 15
< John's baptism was a Means of Grace that bestowed the forgiveness of sins, similiar to the


baptism later instituted by Jesus. 
< Jesus was without sin, and did not need the forgiveness offered by baptism.
< Jesus urged John to permit Him to be baptized because it was the right thing to do. 
< When Jesus explained that it was intended to “fulfill all righteousness”, John baptized Jesus.
v 16
< As soon as Jesus was baptized, some amazing events followed that marked the beginning of


Jesus' public service or work for us. 
< Luke 3:21 mentions that Jesus was praying when the events took place. 
< The heavens were opened in a way that scripture leaves to our imaginations, not giving


distracting details.  
< Both Jesus and John (and others probably) saw the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit) in the form of


a dove (see Luke 3:22) descending and landing on Jesus.   (cf. John 1:32-34 also: Acts 10:38,
Luke 4:18ff, Is 49:8,9; 61:1,2).


v. 17
< And at the same time, a voice from heaven (God the Father) announced that God was well


pleased with Jesus, His beloved Son.  
< This was God's public stamp of approval on Jesus as the Messiah and Savior at the beginning of


His ministry.  
< Compare also Jesus’ transfiguration (Lesson 16). 
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STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for showing us that through His baptism Jesus is Your Son sent to be
our Savior.  Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus' baptism and how He kept the Law for us to be our
perfect Savior.  When we sin, call us to repentance and faith that Jesus Christ, Your Son, washes us
clean from all our sin, just as our baptism reminds us. We ask this in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.


PRESENTATION
Note: Whole sermons are preached on the work of John the Baptizer.  In this story, time constraints 
may require you to summarize John's work and mission.  God sent him to prepare people's hearts for 
Jesus.  He did that by preaching the law that showed people their sins, calling for them to repent with 
words and deeds.  John also preached the Gospel when he pointed them to Jesus as their Savior.  
The focus of the lesson will be on Jesus' baptism which marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry 
as our Savior.


APPLICATIONS
1. Why was Jesus baptized?  Jesus was baptized to obey the Law of God perfectly for us because


we are not able to do that.  He was acting in our place in order to be able to be punished for our
sins in our place.  How does your baptism compare?  Our baptism cleanses us from sins through
faith that Jesus forgives us our sins because He suffered for them already on the cross, although
Jesus was not guilty of any sin. 


2. God told us at Jesus' baptism that Jesus was His Son so that people then and now would know
He is the Savior whom God sent to save the world from sin. There is no one else like Jesus!


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.


Middle any of the above and...
1 John 1:7, 9  - The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.


Upper any of the above and...
Ephesians 5:25-26  - Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word.
Galatians 4:4-5  -  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as 
sons.


HYMN CHOICES
"On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry"  (TLH 63 1-3)
"God Loved the World so that He Gave" (TLH 245 1,4,5)
"He That Believes and is Baptized" (TLH 301 1-2)
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New Testament Ministry of John/Baptism of Jesus - Preschool             6/28/06


The Ministry of John and the Baptism of Jesus
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; John 1:19-34


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Jesus had a relative named John.  His
father was Zacharias and his mother was
Elizabeth. John was to prepare the people for
Jesus’ coming.  He is sometimes called John
the Baptist.


When John grew up he lived in the
wilderness.  He wore a camel hair coat and a
belt.  He ate wild honey and grasshoppers. 


John preached God's Word.  He told
people to admit their sins.  He wanted people
to be sorry when they did something wrong. 
He told people that Jesus was coming to save
them.  John baptized people in the Jordan
River.  


One day Jesus came to see John.  John
said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!”  


Jesus wanted to be baptized.  A miracle
happened after Jesus was baptized.  The Holy
Spirit came down to Jesus in the shape of a
dove. The Holy Spirit  landed on Jesus.  God
the Father spoke from heaven and said, “You
are my beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”


Jesus was baptized to publicly
begin His ministry as our Savior.


We have been baptized and will
want to tell others about Jesus,


the Savior.
Review Questions:
Who baptized Jesus? (John the Baptist)
Who came down in the shape of a dove?
(Holy Spirit)
What did God the Father say? (“You are my
beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”)


Passage
For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
John 3:16


Hymn - TLH 63 v. 1, 5


On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and hearken, for He brings
Glad tidings from the King of kings.


All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore
And Holy Ghost forevermore.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, 
Thank You for showing us that, through


His baptism, Jesus is Your Son sent to be our
Savior.  Help us to picture in our hearts Jesus'
baptism and how He kept the law for us to be
our perfect Savior.  When we sin, call us to
repentance and faith that Jesus Christ, Your
Son, washes us clean from all our sin, just as our
baptism reminds us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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Classroom Art Activity - Cut out the dove and wings along the outer lines. Slit
dotted line in the dove and insert wings. Hole punch the small circle and draw a piece of
yarn through. The Holy Spirit came down from heaven as a dove and landed on Jesus. Use
the dove to review the lesson using the questions below the story.
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STORY 7/1/2002


The Wise Men - Matthew 2:1-23


TEACHER PRAYER
O Lord, You led the wise men with Your Word and a star to find and worship the Savior of the world. 
Help me to use Your word as a guiding star for the students entrusted to my guidance.   Give all of us 
a desire to seek You as our Savior and King and to worship you with our gifts.  Guide us.  Protect us 
from evil.  And let Your light shine to and through us all.  I come to you in the name of the Light of
the World, my savior, Jesus. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Wise Men or Magi - a certain group of priests or advisers to rulers of eastern countries.  They studied
philosophy, the sciences, astrology, and astronomy.  Daniel was such, but did not practice the wicked
art of astrology or sorcery.  (See Rupprecht, page 46)
Frankincense -a dry resin with a strong smell and white or yellowish color valued because it burns
long with a sweet odor.  Like incense today. 
Myrrh -a scented gum from thickened sap of a low thorny tree which grows chiefly in Arabia.  It was 
used for precious ointments, embalming, and perfume. 
Ramah - a small town near Jerusalem, near the later city of Bethlehem.
Gentiles -all the non-Jewish people of the earth.


OUTER AIM
God led the wise men to Jesus.


INNER AIM
God reveals the Savior of all people.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 45-54)
This story stresses that the salvation which God prepared in Jesus was not only for His people Israel
(the Jews) but also for the Gentiles (non-Jews).  God revealed the birth of the Savior to these Gentile
astronomers through a special star.  He has also revealed this Jesus to us (Gentiles) through His Word.
Below are notes on each verse of the account: 
Matthew 1:1
< The event took place probably within two years of Jesus' birth. 
< We do not know the country where the wise men came from (the East), nor how many there were


(there were three gifts).   
< Jerusalem was the capital city and seemed a likely birthplace for a king.
v. 2: 
< His Star: Numbers 24:17 speaks of the Star of Jacob.  
< Evidently these wise men learned the scriptures from Jews (Daniel, others) who had been carried


away captive to Babylon and perhaps beyond.  
< The wise men traveled a long journey to find and worship this King.
v. 3:
< Herod was paranoid, constantly afraid that someone was going to take his throne and power away


from him.  
< To hear that a new king was born who might take his power deeply worried Herod and also people


of Jerusalem, who knew Herod's ruthless reputation.  
< Fear to lose what he treasured caused Herod and others to miss out on a far greater treasure.
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v. 4 :
< Herod, “The Great,” did not know the scriptures well enough to know the answer and had to ask his


advisers about the scriptures.
vs. 5-6:
< Herod's advisers searched the scriptures and found the answer.  
< Micah 5:2(-5) names the birthplace of the Ruler King who would shepherd the wayward flock of


Israel.  
v. 7:
< In private he questioned the wise men from the east to learn important details
v. 8: 
< Herod's words sounded good, but we find his heart plotted evil. So Herod in his selfishness misses a


great opportunity to find salvation.
v. 9:
< The wise men heard the information and continued their search, but God still led them so they


wouldn't make a mistake.  
< Many have fruitlessly speculated about the star.  
< What was it and how could it lead them to the very house where the Christ Child lived?  
< God's miracles, always used with good purpose, humble us before His greatness.
v. 10:
< They were exceedingly joyful that God was leading them to their goal.
v. 11:
< God led them right to their goal.  
< Notice that Jesus and family were now living in a house.  
< The wise men were not too proud to fall down in humble worship before God, giving Him their hearts


and their precious gifts.  
< Gold would immediately prove useful to Mary and Joseph as they served the Lord by traveling to


Egypt.  
< The frankincense and myrrh also were expensive materials that could be sold, if not used.  
< Note Isaiah's prophesy of these gifts (60:6).  
< Many have seen symbolism in these gifts: frankincense of pure faith and prayers ascending to heaven,


myrrh to be used to bury Jesus after His crucifixion, and gold for the exalted king.
v. 12:
< God again guided the wise men who willingly obeyed and served God as He protected Jesus from


Herod.
v. 13:
< Jesus needed further protection.   
< God also instructed Joseph through a dream to flee to Egypt because Herod, blinded by sin, would


seek to destroy the innocent child.
v. 14:
< Without questioning the need for the long journey, Joseph immediately left in secret for the safety of


Egypt. 
v. 15:
< Details, yet God announced them over 500 years before through Hosea 11:1 that all might know their


Savior when He was revealed. v. 16: although Herod tried to deceive the wise men and God, Herod
got angry when the tables were turned. 
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< Misusing the information of the wise men, Herod's horrible, evil anger was thorough as he destroyed
all the children two years or younger, not only in Bethlehem but all the surrounding areas as well.


vs. 17-18
< Although God knew about the evil that would come He did not cause it.  
< His messenger, Jeremiah (31:15) warned of the great misery caused by the crime.  
< Rachel, one of Jacob's wives, died at the site of Bethlehem giving birth to Benjamin.
vs. 19-20
< Herod died, (despite his attempts to remain on the throne) and God called for His Son through a dream


to Joseph.  
< The one who ordered the "search to destroy mission" against Jesus was dead, so the whole family


could return to Israel.
v. 21: 
< Again, Joseph obediently traveled at God's instruction to God's goal. 
v. 22:
< Archelaus, Herod's son, was just as wicked and dangerous as his father.  
< So God directed the family to the safety of Galilee.
v. 23:
< And yet God's plans were not thwarted by the schemes of men, rather they were fulfilled despite the


wicked people of the world.  
< This prophecy is more subtle and not actually a direct quotation.  
< "The name Nazareth is derived from a Hebrew word meaning a branch or tender offshoot.  Thus the


Messiah is called in Isaiah 11:1" (Rupprecht. p.54)


STUDENT PRAYER
O Lord, You used a star and Your Word to lead the wise men to worship before Jesus.  You made 
known that Your Son is the Savior for all peoples.  We thank and praise you for leading us also by 
Your Word to worship our Savior Jesus.  Continue to enable Your Word to lead people to their Savior 
and to protect your Church from the attacks of all evil.  Bless each of us with joyous, generous hearts, 
willing to give our gifts for Your work in the world.  In the name of the Light of 
the World, our Savior Jesus, we pray. Amen 


PRESENTATION
How could people from a far country find the house where the Child Jesus was  so that they could 
worship Him?  God helped lead them, not only with a star, but with His Word, so they went right to 
Jesus.


{Some illustrations of the events might help present it (e.g the throne room of the wicked king Herod 
whom God continually thwarted; The wise men traveling far to then bow with their gifts before the 
Lord Jesus; The parents of Jesus carrying Him to and from Egypt.).  God's hand is seen throughout, 
guiding the wise men to Jesus and protecting Jesus from Herod.}


Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.
Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.
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Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand
the story
APPLICATIONS
1. As God led the wise men to Jesus, so God has led us to find Jesus.  He uses different ways to


lead us to Jesus but always the same means or tool does the work - God's Word.  Where in the
story did God use His Word to point people to Jesus? (God's Word told about the star, locations,
and events in connection with Jesus; other people shared His Word).  We seldom have a star
guiding us to find Jesus; but, parents, family, friends, personal study, teachers, pastors, and others
bring God's Word to us, revealing where we may find Jesus to worship Him.


2. We also can help others find Jesus in God's Word and show them that Jesus is everyone's Savior.
We can even help people far away, across the world, find Jesus when we send them Bibles or
missionaries to carry God's Word to them.


3. With joy in their hearts, the wise men gave of their best!  They gave expensive gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.  Giving any gift to God is to be done with joy and love for our Savior
and then no gift is too great or too small when given in faith.  Some have said that we should
give to our Lord the "gold" of faith, the "frankincense" of prayer, and the "myrrh" of repentance.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the
lesson.


Lower
Psalms 37:5 - Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.
Isaiah 49:6 - Indeed He says, “I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be My
salvation to the ends of the earth."


Middle any of the above and...
Isaiah 60:2-3 - For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the 
LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.  The Gentiles shall come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your rising.


Upper any of the above and...
Micah 5:2 - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, 
from everlasting.
Psalms 2:2-4 - The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the 
LORD and against His Anointed, saying, "Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away 
Their cords from us." He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in 
derision.


HYMN CHOICES
"Hail, Thou Source of Every Blessing" (TLH 129 1-3)
"As with Gladness Men of Old" (TLH 127 any or all)
"O Jesus, King of Glory" (TLH 130 1-4,6)
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The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt
Matthew 2:1-23


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


What gift would you have given Baby
Jesus if you could have visited the newborn
King? Today we will hear about some wise men
who came from very far away to praise the
Savior, Jesus, and to bring Him gifts. Those costly
gifts would also help Joseph, Mary and Jesus
travel and live in far away Egypt. Why did they
go to Egypt? Listen and you will learn.


After Jesus had been born, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem and said,
“Where is the King of the Jews who was born?
We have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him.”


Herod, the king of Judea, did not like
hearing this. Would this King take over his job
and become king? Herod called together
people who knew the Bible and asked them to
find where the Christ was to be born.


The Bible, in the book of Micah, told
them that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem.


Herod secretly found out when the wise
men had seen the star and he told them to go
to Bethlehem where they would find the Child.
Herod lied to the wise men and said, “Go and
find the Child and come back and tell me
where He is so that I can go and worship Him
also.”


The wise men left, following  the star they
had seen in the East. The star stopped over the
place where Jesus was living. The wise men
were very happy to see the star and follow it!


They came to the house where Jesus was
now living and they fell down before the Savior
and worshiped Him. They also gave Him
expensive gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.


God sent a dream to warn the wise men
not to go back to King Herod. The wise men
went home a different way.


An angel also came to Joseph in a


dream and said, “Get up, take the young Child
and Mary and go to Egypt and stay there until
you are told to return. King Herod is going to try
to find Jesus to kill Him.” Joseph, Mary and Jesus
left that night to go to Egypt.


When King Herod realized the wise men
were not coming back to tell him where Jesus
was living, he was very angry. Herod ordered
that all baby boys in Bethlehem who were two
years old and younger should be killed. It was
good that Mary and Joseph took baby Jesus to
Egypt.


After King Herod died, an angel told
Joseph it was safe to go back home. The family
moved to Nazareth, just as it is told in the Bible.


The wise men came to worship Jesus,
their Savior.


We worship our Savior, Jesus Christ.


Passage
“Put your trust in the Lord.” Psalm 4:5


Hymn & Prayer - TLH 127 v. 1


As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee. Amen 
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Classroom Activity - Have the children act out the lesson. Make sure you don’t
necessarily have 3 wise men. Have the wise men visit Baby Jesus in a house (not a stable).
You could also use nativity set pieces and review the birth of Jesus also.


Characters Needed:
Joseph
Mary
Wise men (any number)
King Herod
Angel


Props Needed:
Baby Jesus (doll)
gifts - gold, frankincense, myrrh
Bible


House area & Egypt


Classroom Activity - Have the children trace the path from the Wise men to the star
and Mary, Jesus and Joseph to Egypt.
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Classroom Art Activity - Treasure Box The wise men brought precious gifts
for Jesus. What is our greatest treasure? Help the children decorate
the treasure box and then assemble it. You may wish to glue the
picture of Jesus to the inside bottom or stick a Jesus sticker on the
inside. If you have a small class you may wish to purchase small
boxes to decorate with gems, buttons, ribbon, etc.
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The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt
Matthew 2:1-23
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The Story
What gift would you have


given Baby Jesus if you could
have visited the newborn King?
Today we will hear about some
wise men who came from very far
away to praise the Savior, Jesus,
and to bring Him gifts. Those costly
gifts would also help Joseph, Mary
and Jesus travel and live in far
away Egypt. Why did they go to
Egypt? Listen and you will learn.


After Jesus had been born,
wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem and said, “Where is the
King of the Jews who was born?
We have seen His star in the East
and have come to worship Him.”


Herod, the king of Judea, did
not like hearing this. Would this King
take over his job? Herod called
together people who knew the
Bible and asked them to find
where the Christ was to be born.


The Bible, in the book of
Micah, told them that Jesus was to
be born in Bethlehem.


Herod secretly found out
when the wise men had seen the
star and he told them to go to
Bethlehem where they would find
the Child. Herod lied to the wise
men and said, “Go and find the
Child and come back and tell me
where He is so that I can go and
worship Him also.”


The wise men left, following 
the star they had seen in the East.


The star stopped over the place
where Jesus was living. The wise
men were very happy to see the
star and follow it!


They came to the house
where Jesus was now living and
they fell down before the Savior
and worshiped Him. They also
gave Him expensive gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.


God sent a dream to warn
the wise men not to go back and
tell King Herod where Jesus was
living. The wise men went home a
different way.


An angel also came to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get
up, take the young Child and
Mary and go to Egypt and stay
there until you are told to return.
King Herod is going to try to find
Jesus to kill Him.” Joseph, Mary
and Jesus left that night to go to
Egypt.


When King Herod realized the
wise men were not coming back
to tell him where Jesus was living,
he was very angry. Herod ordered
that all baby boys who were two
years old and younger should be
killed. It was good that Mary and
Joseph took baby Jesus to Egypt.


After King Herod died, an
angel told Joseph it was safe to
go back home. The family moved
to Nazareth, just as it is told in the
Bible.
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Activity One - Use the words in the box to complete the sentences.


1. King Herod heard about J___________ being born.


2. He told the w________m________ to find the baby Jesus.


3. The wise men followed God’s special st__________ to Bethlehem.


4. When they found Jesus they worshiped Him and gave Him
g__________.


5. King Herod wanted to hurt Jesus but God kept Him s__________.


6. Joseph took Mary and Jesus to live in E____________ until God
told them they could move home.


Passage


“Put your trust in the Lord.” Psalm 4:5


gifts       Egypt       wise men       Jesus       star       safe
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Activity Two The wise men brought precious gifts for Jesus. What are some gifts you can
give Jesus? Draw pictures of those gifts in the boxes.  Have your teacher help you write the
name of the picture below its box.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Please help me to be a bright light for You so other people can learn
about how much You love them. Amen.


Gift: ______________________________


Gift: ______________________________


Gift: ______________________________
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The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt
Matthew 2:1-23
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The Story


What gift would you give Baby
Jesus if you could have visited the
newborn King? Today we will hear
about some wise men who came
from very far away to praise the
Savior, Jesus, and to bring Him gifts.
Those costly gifts would also help
Joseph, Mary and Jesus travel and
live in far away Egypt. Why did they
go to Egypt? Listen and you will
learn.


After Jesus had been born, wise
men from the East came to
Jerusalem and said, “Where is the
King of the Jews who was born? We
have seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him.”


Herod the king did not like to
hear this. Would this King take over
his job? Herod called the people
who knew the Bible together and
asked them to find where the Christ
was to be born.


The Bible in Micah told them
that Jesus was to be born in
Bethlehem.


Herod secretly found out when
the wise men had seen the star and
he told them to go to Bethlehem
where they would find the Child.
Herod lied to the wise men and said,
“Go and find the Child and come
back and tell me where He is so that
I can go and worship Him also.”


The wise men left and the star
which they had seen in the East
went ahead of them and stopped
over the place where Jesus was


living. The wise men were very happy
to see the star and follow it!


They came to the house where
Jesus was now living and they fell
down before the Savior and
worshiped Him. They also gave Him
expensive gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh.


God sent a dream to warn the
wise men not to go back to tell King
Herod where Jesus was living. They
went home a different way.


An angel also came to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Get up, take
the young Child and Mary and go to
Egypt and stay there until you are
told to return. King Herod is going to
try to find Jesus to kill Him.” Joseph,
Mary and Jesus left right away at
night to go to Egypt.


King Herod also realized the
wise men were not going to come
back to tell him where Jesus was
living. He had all baby boys who
were two years old and younger put
to death.


After King Herod died an angel
told Joseph it was safe to go back
home. They moved to Nazareth, just
as it told in the Bible.


God led the wise men to Jesus.
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Activity One - Use the words in the box to help you answer the riddles about today’s
story.


1. _______________ I shone brightly in the sky.


2. _______________ We came to see the King of the Jews.


3. _______________ I did not want another king besides me.


4. _______________ I am the Savior.


5. _______________ The wise men found Jesus in this town.


6. _______________ Jesus and His family were staying in this.


7. _______________ The wise men gave these to Jesus.


8. _______________ This is what King Herod did to all the baby boys.


9. _______________ This is where Joseph took Jesus for safety.


10. _______________ This is where Jesus went at the end of the lesson.


Activity Two - The wise men followed God’s special star to find Jesus. How can we help
lead others to find Jesus? Write your ideas by the star. 


King Herod
Jesus    


wise men
gifts


Egypt
star


house
killed


Nazareth
Bethlehem







New Testament 4 Wise Men  - Level 2


Passage - God tells us in His Word to...


“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it
to pass.” Psalm 37:5


What are some ways you trust Him? Draw a picture showing one of them.


God reveals the Savior of all people.


Hymn Study - TLH 127 v. 1-4


As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee!


As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercyseat!


As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy.
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King!


Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
You are so special to us. Please help us shine for You and to trust in You always.
Amen.
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The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt
Matthew 2:1-23


When people look at the stars they probably think of
many different things.  
What do you think of?
Many people allow the stars to control their lives.  How?  


Prayer


Dear Lord, 
The stars are a very beautiful part of Your creation.  You placed a special


star in the sky to guide the wise men. As we learn about the effects of that star,
help us to be filled with awe at the working of Your plan for the salvation of the
world.  Amen.


The Story - Matthew 2:1-23


 Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, {2} saying,
"Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? For we have seen His star in
the East and have come to worship
Him." 


{3} When Herod the king heard
this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. {4} And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he
inquired of them where the Christ was
to be born. 


{5} So they said to him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written


by the prophet: {6} 'But you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, Are not the least
among the rulers of Judah; For out of
you shall come a Ruler Who will
shepherd My people Israel.'" 


{7} Then Herod, when he had
secretly called the wise men,
determined from them what time the
star appeared. {8} And he sent them to
Bethlehem and said, "Go and search
carefully for the young Child, and when
you have found Him, bring back word
to me, that I may come and worship
Him also." 


{9} When they heard the king,
they departed; and behold, the star
which they had seen in the East went
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before them, till it came and stood over
where the young Child was. 


{10} When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. {11}
And when they had come into the
house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down and
worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented
gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. 


{12} Then, being divinely warned
in a dream that they should not return
to Herod, they departed for their own
country another way. 


{13} Now when they had
departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, "Arise, take the young Child and
His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
until I bring you word; for Herod will seek
the young Child to destroy Him." 


{14} When he arose, he took the
young Child and His mother by night
and departed for Egypt, {15} and was
there until the death of Herod, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying,
"Out of Egypt I called My Son." 


{16} Then Herod, when he saw
that he was deceived by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry; and he sent


 forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in
all its districts, from two years old and
under, according to the time which he
had determined from the wise men. 


{17} Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet,
saying: {18} "A voice was heard in
Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more." 


{19} But when Herod was dead,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, {20}
saying, "Arise, take the young Child and
His mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who sought the young Child's
life are dead." 


{21} Then he arose, took the
young Child and His mother, and came
into the land of Israel. {22} But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning over
Judea instead of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there. And being
warned by God in a dream, he turned
aside into the region of Galilee. 


{23} And he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets, "He shall be called a
Nazarene."


Outer Aim - God led the wise men to Jesus.


What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks to complete these sentences about the story.


1. The wise men went to ___________________ looking for Jesus.


2. ____________ was afraid this new King would take away his kingdom.
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3. His scribes found in the ______________ the answer of where the King was to be
born.


4. Herod told the wise men that he wanted to ___________________ the child.


5. The star led them to the town of ________________________.


6. When the wise men had worshiped Jesus they gave Him _____________,
_____________________, and ________________.


7. God kept Jesus safe by telling the wise men in a ______________to go home by a
different way.


8. This angered _______________ and he commanded that all male babies should
be ______________.


9. Jesus was kept safe because God had warned _____________ in a_____________.


10. After _______________ was dead God sent His _____________ again to Joseph in a
dream.


11. Joseph moved Mary and Jesus to _________________________.


What God’s Word Tells Us -  How do these passages parallel today’s story?


Isaiah 60:2-3 - For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the
people; but the LORD will arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.  The
Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.


Micah 5:2 - But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands
of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose
goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.


Inner Aim - God reveals the Savior of all people.
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Passages


“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.” 
Psalm 37:5


Isaiah 49:6 - Indeed He says, “I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You
should be my salvation to the ends of the earth."


Hymn Study - TLH 127


As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee!


As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercyseat!


As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy.
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King!


Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.


In the heavenly country bright need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, Thou its Sun which goes not down.
There forever may we sing alleluias to our King!


Which verses specifically apply to today’s lesson?
How can we learn from the wise men’s actions?


Prayer - Write a prayer that focuses on the thoughts of today’s lesson.
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The Wise Men and Flight to Egypt
Matthew 2:1-23


If you were given a compass and a map, would you be able to find an address in your
town?  
How about an address in a state miles away?


Suppose you were given a compass and a piece of paper that held all of the information
you need to find a person, but when you look at the paper all you see is the word baby.  
Would you be able to complete the assignment by finding this
specific child?  


What kind of questions would you ask to narrow down your
search?  
Where would you look for the answers?


How about the other side of the story - How would you feel being
a parent of a child that:  1) strange people from a different
country spent months (maybe even years) to find, and 2) when
they arrived gave the child precious and expensive gifts?


Prayer


Dear God,
You have given us the faith to believe in You.  Please help us not to take our faith for


granted.  As we study today about the lengths to which the wise men went in order to
worship Your Son, strengthen our faith, and make us truly thankful for the gifts You have given
each of us.   Amen.


The Story - Matthew 2:1-23


 Now after Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, {2} saying, "Where is
He who has been born King of the Jews?
For we have seen His star in the East and
have come to worship Him." 


{3} When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him. {4} And when he had gathered all the


chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he inquired of them where the
Christ was to be born. 


{5} So they said to him, "In Bethlehem
of Judea, for thus it is written by the
prophet: {6} 'But you, Bethlehem, in the
land of Judah, Are not the least among the
rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a
Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.'" 


{7} Then Herod, when he had
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secretly called the wise men, determined
from them what time the star appeared.
{8} And he sent them to Bethlehem and
said, "Go and search carefully for the
young Child, and when you have found
Him, bring back word to me, that I may
come and worship Him also." 


{9} When they heard the king, they
departed; and behold, the star which they
had seen in the East went before them, till
it came and stood over where the young
Child was. 


{10} When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. {11}
And when they had come into the house,
they saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him.
And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 


{12} Then, being divinely warned in a
dream that they should not return to
Herod, they departed for their own country
another way. 


{13} Now when they had departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt,
and stay there until I bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy
Him." 


{14} When he arose, he took the
young Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt, {15} and was there
until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord


through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I
called My Son." 


{16} Then Herod, when he saw that
he was deceived by the wise men, was
exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and
put to death all the male children who
were in Bethlehem and in all its districts,
from two years old and under, according
to the time which he had determined from
the wise men. 


{17} Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
{18} "A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children, Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more." 


{19} But when Herod was dead,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, {20} saying,
"Arise, take the young Child and His
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the young Child's life are
dead." 


{21} Then he arose, took the young
Child and His mother, and came into the
land of Israel. {22} But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And being warned by God in a
dream, he turned aside into the region of
Galilee. 


{23} And he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets,
"He shall be called a Nazarene."


Review - Read the following statements. If they are correct write CORRECT in the blank. If
they are incorrect cross out the incorrect word and WRITE THE CORRECT WORD in the blank.


1. ____________________ The wisemen came from Egypt.


2. ____________________ They first looked for Jesus in Nazareth.


3. ____________________ Herod was paranoid at the news of this new king.
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4. ____________________ Herod’s scribes found their answer from the writings of the
prophet Jeremiah.


5. ____________________ Herod told the wisemen that he wanted to kill Jesus.


6. ____________________ The star led the wisemen to Jerusalem.


7. ____________________ The wisemen presented gifts of gold, cloth, and myrrh.


8. ____________________The wisemen immediately told Herod where Jesus was.


9. ____________________ God told Joseph through a dream to go to Egypt.


10. ____________________ Herod ordered that all male children age two and younger be
put to death.


11. ____________________ After Herod’s death Joseph returned with Mary and Jesus to
Jerusalem.


Hymn Study   


Which verses of Hymn #130 best fit the thoughts of today’s story?


What does verse six remind us of?
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Outer Aim
God led the wisemen to Jesus.


Passage Study   - Look up the following passages.  How do they apply to today’s lesson?


A. Psalm 2:2-4


B. Isaiah 49:6


C. Micah 5:2


D. Isaiah 60:2-3


E. John 5:39


F. Numbers 24:17


Inner Aim


God reveals the Savior of all people.


Closing Prayer
Hail, Thou all inviting Savior!


Gentiles now their offerings bring;
In Thy temples seek Thy favor,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and King.
May we, body, soul, and spirit,


Live devoted to Thy praise, 
Glorious realms of bliss inherit,


Grateful anthems ever raise.  Amen.
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STORY 7/19/2003


The Temptation of Jesus  - Matthew 4:1-11


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father who loves us all, enable me to overcome the temptations the devil throws at me. 
Forgive me for those times when I failed to use Your Word and fell into sin.  Thank You for the times when
You have prevented me from falling into temptation. I know that the students in my care will, throughout their
life, also face many powerful and dangerous temptations.  Help me to impress upon them how with Your
Word and the victory Christ has won, they, by Your grace, have the resources to overcome the temptations 
they face.  Forgive them when they fall and lead them to appreciate it when You give them the victories in
Christ, in whose name I pray. Amen.


VOCABULARY
Fasted - not eating anything and perhaps not drinking anything.  In this case, going without food for 40 days
and nights.
Tempter -  another name for the Devil, or Satan.  Here it describes what the Devil was doing to Jesus.
Pinnacle - cf Rupprecht - a wing or high point on the temple, speculated to be 600-700 ft high.
opportune time -  another favorable time to tempt Jesus such as in Gethsemane.


OUTER AIM
Jesus did not sin when the Devil tempted Him.


INNER AIM
Jesus overcame the Devil for us.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol.2, pp. 78-82 and cf. Spokesman, August 1997, pp. 6-8)
The Devil is that fallen angel who was thrown out of heaven and seeks his revenge by introducing and 
expanding sin into the world.  Read Genesis 3 and Revelation 12:7-12, esp v 11.
The devil also tempted Jesus, as we see here and in Hebrews 4:14-15.  If the Devil could have successfully
led Jesus to sin, then Jesus could not have been our Savior and no one else could deliver us from sin, death,
and the power of the Devil.  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory over the Devil.


Harmony note: Matthew and Luke record the same temptations, though in a different order.  The 
wording in Matthew suggests the order, and nothing in Luke contradicts that order, so it is 
the one generally used.


Matthew 4:1
< Immediately (Mark 1:12) after Jesus' baptism (Luke 4:1), Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into a


wilderness (location unknown) to be tempted by the devil.  
< No one was there to come to His aid.  
< He would face the temptations alone.  
< This too was part of God's plan of salvation as a real and valid testing of Jesus' human nature and His


determination to save us by His self-sacrifice.
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v. 2
< Jesus became genuinely hungry because He was truly human.  
< To be our true substitute and Savior, in no way could Jesus use His Divine nature to withstand these


temptations, but relied upon the resources available to Him as a human being.  
< He was to be tempted in the same way we are, yet without sin.  
< Mark 1:13 and Luke 4:2 add that those 40 days included continual temptation by the Devil.  
< God chose to tell us of only three of the temptations used as prime examples of all the other temptations.
v. 3
< The Devil used multiple approaches here.  
< Knowing Jesus' weakness as a result of fasting, he encouraged Jesus to use His divine power for His own


bodily needs instead of acting as our true human substitute under the laws of nature.  
< The Devil used Jesus' hunger and human limitations to suggest that Jesus serve Himself instead of being so


self-sacrificing.
v. 4
< Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 8:3 which, especially in its context, shows that even when physically hungry,


we should obey God and continue to trust that God will sustain us according to His Word.
< The Word of God is the best tool available to a human fighting the Devil.
< The goal of this temptation, as in the others, was: to get Jesus to think of His needs, His “rights”, and what


He “deserves”, (rather than ours). After all, the Devil reasoned,  why should God lower Himself to go
through with this “self-sacrifice”?


v. 5
< God permitted Jesus to be taken by the Devil to the Holy City, Jerusalem, onto a high point of the temple.
v. 6
< Again we see how tricky the Devil was.  
< He also knew and thus misused scripture to tempt Jesus.  But the Devil left out the important words "to


keep you in all your ways," which remind us that the promises of the passage apply when we walk in the
paths that God has appointed for us.  


< Again the Devil challenged Jesus' position as the Son of God.  
< Some commentators say that the Devil was trying to get Jesus to seek the popularity of the people with a


miraculous demonstration of self-preservation.  If Jesus could survive the jump from 600 ft, the crowds
below would give Him celebrity status without Jesus having to fulfill His mission as our Savior, an easy out.


< This was the issue again. The Devil tried to tempt Jesus: “Why not get the honor and acclaim you deserve
by a miracle (rather then going through all that self-sacrifice?)”


v. 7
< Jesus' reply, again from the Scriptures, turned back the Devil's temptation again.  
< Notice Jesus used "it is written," instead of speaking on His authority as God.  
< From Deuteronomy 6:6 Jesus warned that we are not to tempt God by our own foolishness and expect


Him to deliver us.
v. 8
< Many have speculated on which mountain this occurred without having any scripture to confirm their


guesses.  No mountain by itself provides a view of all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  So that
implies the Devil has the power to create visions for deceitful purposes.  Jesus actually saw them through
whatever means the devil had to reveal his version of them. 
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v. 9
< This temptation connected to the many prophecies that Jesus would rule over all the earth. 
< The Devil was again offering an easy out.  Instead of Jesus having to live a perfect life, to suffer and to die,


the devil suggested Jesus could have such power by an easier way.  
< Of course the Devil doesn't own anything on earth, for the earth is the Lord's and the fullness of it. 
< His rulership as the Prince of  Darkness exists only as people's hearts are ruled by him.
v. 10
< Jesus' reply, again from Scripture, included also the command for Satan to leave.  
< Jesus not only overcame Satan's temptation but reaffirmed His own commitment to serve His heavenly


Father, even to the death of the cross in order to be our self-sacrificing Savior.
v. 11
< The Devil left Jesus alone when Jesus ordered him away, for Jesus had won all of these battles, even as


He would remain the Ultimate Victor keeping a perfect record even with His death.  
< Notice Luke mentions that at other favorable times through Jesus’ life, the Devil tempted Jesus (compare


Matthew 16:23, Maundy Thursday).  
< After these temptations, God sent His angels to serve Jesus with praise and such needs as they could


meet.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Heavenly Father, even as we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil," so deliver us from temptation and evil.  Strengthen our faith and increase our knowledge 
of Your Word so that we, by Your Grace, may overcome the Devil through Jesus' victory for us.  Help us 
to see and use the escape from temptation that You have promised to provide us.  Forgive us for the times
when we have fallen into temptation.  May we be thankful when You give us each victory, so that when our
battles are ended, You will have brought us through this life to share in the Victory that Jesus won for us.  We
pray, believing in the name of Jesus our Victorious Savior, Amen.


PRESENTATION
Briefly review previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.


Tell the story: Teachers are encouraged to tell the story in their own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When a story is recorded in more than one place in Scripture, teachers may 
want to harmonize the account (including extra details found in each account.)  When harmonizing, let 
the students know that the story is found in more than one place in the Bible.  Then they can see the 
additional details are also found in the Bible.


Discuss the story. While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.
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APPLICATIONS
1. What are temptations that children particularly face?  (Examples can be drawn from family life,


friendships, and general review of the commandments).  What are some of the weapons that God has
given us to use when we are faced with those temptations?  Consider passages like Ephesians 6:10-18; 1
Corinthians 10:13: (Be both general and think of specific passages that could be used.)


2. Why does the Devil work so hard to tempt us to sin?  What would happen if we just gave in to
temptations and stopped fighting to do what's right?  If we fall into sin, whose fault is it?  Did the Devil
make you do it?  If we fall, where can we go for forgiveness?  Who provides us the victory over each
temptation and ultimately over sin, death, and the Devil?  When will we no longer have to worry about
being tempted to sin?


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.
Discuss as time permits: Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Corinthians 10:13


Lower
Matthew 26:41 -  "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak."


Middle any of the above and...
1 Peter 5:8 - Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour.
Hebrews 4:15 - (Jesus) was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.


Upper any of the above and...
1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will 
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


HYMN CHOICES
"I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (TLH 428 all, esp 1, 5-6)
"Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray" (TLH 446 all, esp 1, 5-6)
"A Mighty Fortress is Our God" (TLH 262 all)
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The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13


The Story 
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


When Jesus was 30 years old He was
baptized by John the Baptist. Jesus was
baptized to keep all of the laws and
commands for us. He did not have any sins to
wash away.  


Sometime after His baptism, Jesus was
led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness.  He
stayed for 40 days and nights.  He didn’t eat
anything the whole time.  He was very hungry.


The devil wanted Jesus to sin.  Satan
told Jesus to do a miracle.  He wanted Jesus to
turn stones into bread.  No matter how hungry
He was, Jesus did not want to sin.  He told the
devil a Bible passage, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”  


The devil tried again.  He took Jesus to
the top of the temple.  The temple was very
high.  The devil said Jesus should jump off it. 
The devil told Jesus the angels would catch
Him.  Jesus knew this would be a sin.  He did
not jump.  He said another Bible passage, 
“You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”


The devil would win if he tricked Jesus to
sin.  He showed Jesus every country in the
whole world.  The devil told Jesus to worship
him, the devil.  He said if Jesus did, the devil
would give the whole world to Jesus.  Jesus
knew He should only worship God.  Jesus did
not want to sin against His Father.  He said an
important Bible passage,  “You shall worship
the LORD your God and Him only shall you
serve.”


Jesus did not sin.  He used the Word of
God to beat the devil.  Jesus told the devil to
leave.  Angels came and took care of Jesus.


Jesus used the Word of God to
defeat the devil.


We need the Word of God to defeat
sin and the devil.


Passage


Matthew 26:41“Watch and pray, lest you enter
into temptation.”


Hymn - WS 709 v. 2, 3


I was in bondage, sin, death and darkness;
God’s love was working to make me free.
Therefore I’ll say again:
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer;
He sent forth Jesus and set me free.
Therefore I’ll say again:
God loves me dearly,
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


Prayer


Dear Jesus, Thank You for not falling into sin. 
Help us to use the Bible and also fight against
the devil and sin.   Amen.
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Holy Bible


Classroom Activity - Teacher read the questions slowly and help the students draw
lines to connect the questions with their answers.


1. How many days was
Jesus in the wilderness? 


2. How much did Jesus have
to eat during that time?


3. Who came to tempt Jesus?


4. Which three temptations
are in this story?


5. What did Jesus use to
defeat the temptations?


Classroom Activity
Talk about some things that sometimes tempt you to do bad things.


Have the children draw a cross on the Bible to remind them we
should use God’s Word to defeat our temptations.
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Classroom Art Activity - Color and cut out the flag below. Decorate with glitter,
streamers, a stick for the pole, etc. Help the children read the passage.
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Jesus said to the devil, “It is written...”
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The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13
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The Story


Sometime after His
baptism, Jesus went into the
wilderness.  He stayed for 40
days and nights.  He didn’t
eat anything the whole time. 
He was very hungry.


The devil wanted Jesus
to sin.  He told Jesus to do a
miracle.  He wanted Jesus to
turn stones into bread.  No
matter how hungry He was,
Jesus did not want to sin.  He
told the devil a Bible
passage, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the
mouth of God.”  


The devil tried again.  He
took Jesus to the top of the
temple.  The temple was very
high.  The devil said Jesus
should jump off it.  The devil
told Jesus the angels would
catch Him.  Jesus knew this
would be a sin.  He did not
jump.  He said another Bible
passage,  “You shall not
tempt the LORD your God.”


The devil would win if he
tricked Jesus to sin.  He


showed Jesus every country
in the whole world.  The devil
told Jesus to worship him.  He
said if Jesus did, the devil
would give the whole world
to Jesus.  Jesus knew He
should only worship God. 
Jesus did not want to sin
against His Father.  He said
an important Bible passage, 
“You shall worship the LORD
your God and Him only shall
you serve.”


Jesus did not sin.  He
used the Word of God to
beat the devil.  Jesus told the
devil to leave.  Angels came
and took care of Jesus.


Passage


Matthew 26:41“Watch and
pray, lest you enter into


temptation.”


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
Thank you for not falling


into sin.  Help us to use the
Bible and also fight against
the devil and sin.   Amen.
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Activity One - Draw lines to connect the questions with their  answers.


1. How many days was
Jesus in the wilderness? 


2. How much did Jesus have
to eat during that time?


3. Who came to tempt Jesus?


4. Which three temptations
are in this story?


5. What did Jesus use to
defeat the temptations?


Activity Two 
Talk about some things that sometimes tempt you to do bad
things.


Draw a picture of what you should use to defeat your
temptations.
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Activity Three - Cut out the pieces on page 5 and fit them in the Bible below.
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The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13
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The Story


How can we fight against the
Devil’s temptations? Jesus  will
show us in today’s lesson how we
will use a very special weapon.
Can you think what it is? (God’s
Word)


Jesus went into the
wilderness.  He stayed for forty
days and nights.  He didn’t eat
anything the whole time.  He was
very hungry.


The devil was also in the
wilderness and wanted Jesus to
sin.  If the devil could make Jesus
sin, Jesus would not be our Savior.
He told Jesus to do a miracle to
feed Himself.  He told Jesus to turn
stones into bread.  Jesus did not
want to sin.  He told the devil a
Bible passage, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth
of God.”  


The devil tried again to make
Jesus sin.  He took Jesus to the top


 of the very tall temple.  The devil
told Jesus to jump down because
angels would catch Him.  Jesus
knew this would be a sin.  He did
not jump.  Jesus told the devil
another Bible passage, “You shall
not tempt the LORD your God.”


The devil would win if he
tricked Jesus into sinning. He
showed Jesus every country in the
whole world.  The devil told Jesus
to worship him.  He said if Jesus
did, the devil would give the
whole world to Jesus.  


Jesus knew He should only
worship God.  Jesus did not want
to sin against His Father.  He said
an important Bible passage,  “You
shall worship the LORD your God
and Him only shall you serve.”


Jesus did not sin.  He used the
Word of God against the devil. 
Jesus told the devil to leave. 
Angels then came and took care
of Jesus.


Jesus did not sin when the devil tempted Him. 
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Activity One - Find the answer in the box. Put that letter into the - house.


- 1. The devil wanted Jesus to _____ .


- 2. The devil wanted Jesus to make stones into ____.


- 3. Jesus used _____ against the devil.


- 4. The devil wanted Jesus to jump from the _____.


- 5. Jesus stayed in the wilderness _____days and nights.


Activity Two - Circle the “T” if the sentence is true. Circle the “F” if it is false.


T  F 1.  The devil told Jesus to worship him.


T  F 2.  Jesus told the devil that we are to worship only God.


T  F 3.  The devil tempted Jesus three times in the wilderness.


T  F 4.  Jesus spoke God’s Word to the devil.


T  F 5.  If Jesus had sinned, He still could be our Savior.


T  F 6.  God’s Word will help us say, “No,” to sin.


Jesus overcame the devil for us.


A. bread
B. God’s Word
C. forty
D. sin
E. Temple







New Testament 4 Temptations  - Level 2


Activity Three-  Find the weapon we can use when Satan tempts us. Color only the
letters with dots inside them. 


Passage


Matthew 26:41“Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.”


Hymn - TLH 5 v. 1


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen.


Prayer


Dear Jesus,
Thank You for not falling into sin.  Help us to use the Bible to fight against


the Devil and sin.   Amen.
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The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13


Who is the devil? The devil is that fallen angel who was thrown out of heaven and
seeks his revenge by introducing and expanding sin into the world.  The devil also tempted
Jesus. If the devil could have successfully led Jesus to sin,
then Jesus could not have been our Savior and no one
else could deliver us from sin, death, and the power of
the devil.  


How did Jesus defeat the devil? He used the same
weapon He has given us - His Word, the Bible. Thanks be
to God who gives us the victory over the devil!


Prayer


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear
And through Thy Word to me draw near;
Let me Thy Word e’er pure retain,
Let me Thy child and heir remain. Amen.


The Story - Luke 4:1-11


Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. 2And when He had fasted
forty days and forty nights, afterward
He was hungry. 3Now when the tempter
came to Him, he said, "If You are the
Son of God, command that these
stones become bread." 


4But He answered and said, "It is
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God."'


5Then the devil took Him up into
the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of
the temple, 6and said to Him, "If You are


the Son of God, throw Yourself down.
For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels
charge over you,' and, ‘In their hands
they shall bear you up, lest you dash
your foot against a stone.‘” 


7Jesus said to him, "It is written
again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD
your God.’”


8Again, the devil took Him up on
an exceedingly high mountain, and
showed Him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. 9And he said to
Him, "All these things I will give You if
You will fall down and worship me."


10Then Jesus said to him, "Away
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with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You
shall worship the LORD your God, and
Him only you shall serve.’”


11Then the devil left Him, and
behold, angels came and ministered to
Him.


Outer Aim - Jesus did not sin when the devil tempted Him. 


What the Story Tells Us - Answer these questions about the lesson. The Bible reference
in ( ) parentheses will help you.


1. Where did the Spirit lead Jesus? (Mt. 4:1)_________________________________


2. Why did the Spirit lead Jesus there? (1)__________________________________


3. What did Jesus do for forty days and nights? (2) _________________________


4. How did Jesus feel after fasting for so long? (2) ___________________________


5. What is the first temptation we read about? (3)_______________________________


6. What did Jesus say to Satan? (4) _____________________________________


7. Where did Satan then take Jesus? (5) _____________________________________


8. How did Satan tempt Jesus here? (6) _____________________________________


9. What did Satan use in his temptation? (6) ______________________________________


10. What did Jesus say to Satan? (7) ________________________________________


11. Where did Satan take Jesus in verse 8? __________________________________


12. What did Satan show Jesus? (8)_______________________________________


13. How did Satan now tempt Jesus? (9)_____________________________________


14. What did Jesus say to this? (10) _________________________________________


15. Who came to help Jesus after Satan left? (11) ______________________________


What God’s Word Tells Us - Discuss how each of the following is a good way to deal
with temptation.


a)God’s Word
b) Prayer
c) Christian advice


d) Avoiding people or places which may bring temptation
e) Other...
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Your Turn - Circle the correct letter for each sentence below.


1. Jesus was led into the wilderness by the _____.   a) angels   b) devil c) Spirit


2.  Jesus fasted _____ days and nights. a) twenty b) forty c) sixty


3.  Satan tempted Jesus to serve Himself by turning stones into _____. a) bread
b)rocks c) a bed


4.  Satan tempted Jesus to jump off the temple by quoting the _____. a) Bible   
b) chief priests c) scribes


5. Satan offered Jesus the world if He would__________him.     a) love  b) save  
c)worship


Word Find - Find the following words in the puzzle below


WILDERNESS KINGDOMS BREAD FASTED PINNACLE
TEMPTATION MOUNTAIN FORTY SAVIOR STONES


HUNGER SATAN


A
E
U
R
Q
K
F
O
D
L
W
F


M
R
P
T
Q
J
Y
A
F
I
I


O


N
K
I
N
G
D
O
M
S
I
L
R


B
H
N
T
R
W
R
P
I
T
D
D


V
H
N
T
W
X
H
I
L
W
E
E


C
H
A
E
E
Z
U
U
T
A
R
D


F
L
C
M
O
U
N
T
A
I
N
H


G
J
L
P
Q
X
G
T
X
Z
E
I


T
J
E
T
K
B
E
R
E
X
S
S


R
J
Y
A
F
O
R
T
Y
C
S
O


R
H
T
T
L
R
X
E
T
W
L
R


R
E
T
I
I
E
C
E
A
E
K
S


E
W
Y
O
U
D
V
Q
G
D
J
E


S
T
O
N
E
S
B
Q
H
R
U
O


W
D
E
T
T
A
N
W
U
T
Y
R


Q
F
R
Y
Y
T
M
X
K
Y
H
H


W
E
T
R
S
A
V
I


O
R
T
L


E
G
Y
T
Q
N
L
Z
K
L
G
X
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Inner Aim - Jesus overcame the devil for us.


Passages


Matthew 26:41 -  "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak."


1 Peter 5:8 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”


Hebrews 4:15 - “(Jesus) was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”


Hymn - TLH 446 v. 1, 5, 6


Rise, my soul, to watch and pray,
From thy sleep awaken;
Be not by the evil day
Unawares o’ertaken.
For the Foe, well we know,
Oft his harvest reapeth
While the Christian sleepeth.


But while watching, also pray
To the Lord unceasing.
He will free thee, be thy Stay,
Strength and faith increasing.
O Lord, bless in distress
And let nothing swerve me
From the will to serve Thee.


Therefore let us watch and pray, knowing He will hear us
As we see from day to day dangers ever near us,
And the end doth impend —
Our redemption neareth when the Lord appeareth.


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, 


Even as we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil," so deliver us from temptation and evil.  Strengthen our
faith and increase our knowledge of Your Word that we, by Your Grace,
may overcome the Devil through Jesus' victory for us.  Forgive us where we
have fallen.   We pray, believing in the name of Jesus our victorious Savior,
Amen.
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The Temptations in the Wilderness
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13


The Story


After Jesus had been
baptized, the Holy Spirit led
Him into the wilderness.  Jesus
was to be tempted by the
devil at this time. Jesus fasted
for forty days and nights and
lived among the wild beasts. 
During these forty days, Jesus
was constantly tempted by
Satan.  Although there were
many other temptations,
Scripture only reveals three of
them for learning and
application.


In one temptation the tempter
came to Jesus and said, “If You are the
Son of God, command that these stones
become bread.”  Jesus used Scripture
saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.’” (Deut.
8:3)


A different temptation had the devil
taking Jesus up to the pinnacle of the
temple.  Satan deceitfully misquoted
Scripture, trying to get Jesus to sin.  The
devil said, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down.  For it is written: ‘He shall
give His angels charge concerning


you,’ and, ‘In their hands
they shall bear you up,
lest you dash your foot
against a stone.’” Jesus
fought this temptation
using the Word of God. 
He said, “It is written
again, ‘You shall not
tempt the LORD your
God.’” (Deut. 6:16)


In another
temptation, the devil


took Him to a very high mountain.  He
showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world
and their glory.  Satan said, “All these
things I will give You if You well fall down
and worship me.”  Jesus answered once
again from Deuteronomy saying, “Get
behind me, Satan!  For it is written, ‘You
shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only shall you serve.’” (Deut. 6:13)


When the devil finished trying to lure
the Son of God into sin, he departed from
Jesus, waiting for another opportunity to
tempt Him.  The angels came and took
care of Jesus.  After these ordeals, Jesus
began His public ministry.   
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Passages To Study


1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man;
but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.


Matthew 26:41 -  "Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak."


1 Peter 5:8 - “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”


Hebrews 4:15 - “(Jesus) was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.”


Questions - Answer these questions about the lesson. The Bible reference in ( ) parentheses
will help you.


1. Where did the Spirit lead Jesus?  Why? (Mt. 4:1)__________________________________


2. How long did Jesus fast?  What effect did this have? (2)__________________________


3. Who came to Him when He was in this condition? (3)_____________________________


4. What did the tempter want Jesus to doubt? (3)_________________________________


5. How long did Satan suggest that Jesus prove who He was? (3)____________________


6. What weapon did Jesus use to fight Satan?_____________________________________


7. What specific Word of God was Jesus’ weapon? (4) _____________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


8. Where did Satan then take Jesus for another temptation? (5) ____________________


9. What did Satan tempt Jesus to do here? (6)____________________________________


10. What did Satan use to back up his suggestion? (6) _____________________________


11. What important words did Satan leave out? (check Ps 91:11-12) _________________


________________________________________________________________


12. How did Jesus again combat the devil? _______________________________________
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13. What specific Word of God did Jesus use? (7)__________________________________


14. What did Satan show Jesus from a mountain top? (8) ___________________________


15. What deal did Satan offer Jesus? (9)___________________________________________


16. What did Jesus tell Satan to do? (10)__________________________________________


17. What weapon did Jesus again use against Satan? _____________________________


18. What did Jesus say? _________________________________________________________


19. What did Satan finally do after this? (11)_______________________________________


20. Who came to serve and comfort Jesus? (11)___________________________________


True or False


______1. It is possible for a Christian to escape all temptations in life.


______2. If a person has a lot of self-confidence, he can overcome any temptation.


______3. God’s Word and prayer are effective weapons against temptation.


______4. Repentance is the way of recovery after falling into temptation.


______5. Temptation involves deciding between God and my own sinful desires.


Discuss


1. Why was it necessary for Jesus to be tempted by Satan?
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2. What does it mean to you that Jesus was able to resist temptation during this, the
most vulnerable time of his life?
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Crossword Fun


ACROSS
3. What Satan leads us into
5. Satan suggested Jesus turn
stones into_____.
6. Went without food


DOWN
1. “The tempter”
2. Where Satan tempted
Jesus
3. Satan told Jesus to jump
from here
4. Where Satan showed Jesus
all kingdoms
6. Number of days and nights
Jesus fasted.


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, even as we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil," so deliver us from temptation and evil.  Strengthen our faith and
increase our knowledge of Your Word so that we, by Your Grace, may overcome the Devil
through Jesus' victory for us.  Help us to see and use the escape from temptation that You
have promised to provide us.  Forgive us where we have fallen.  And may we be thankful
when You give us each victory.  So that when our battles are ended, You will have brought
us through this life to share in the Victory that Jesus won for us.  We pray, believing in the
name of Jesus our Victorious Savior, Amen.


1.


2.


3. 4.


5.


6.
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STORY 9/14/02


Zacharias - Luke 1:5-25, 57-80


TEACHER PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, we are all on a journey of faith where we must simply trust your promises and 
lay aside our reason and doubts.  Help me, O Lord, to trust that you will bless Your Word as I speak it 
to the students in my care.  Help us to see that you do indeed keep all your promises to us so that we 
firmly believe that you also forgive us our sins through Jesus’ work and will bring us through life to 
eternity with You in heaven.  Amen.


VOCABULARY
lot - different colored stones from which one was selected at random; this was a way the Lord used at that
time to show whom He had selected.


OUTER AIM
God sends John as a messenger to prepare for Jesus' coming.


INNER AIM
God keeps His promises.


BACKGROUND
(Rupprecht Bible History References Vol. 2, pp. 2-11)
About 4,000 years had passed since God gave His first promise of the Savior to Adam and Eve.  
Through the years God had revealed increasingly more information about the coming Savior, but it 
had been 400 years since the Lord had last given information through Malachi the prophet.  Malachi, 
besides speaking of the Savior coming, also prophesied that God would send a messenger ahead of 
Jesus to prepare the people for His coming (Mal 3:1).  This story tells of the events surrounding the 
birth of that messenger, John the Baptizer.
Below are notes on each verse of the account:
v. 5
< John's parents: Zacharias: a priest of the course (or division) of Abijah (Abia in Greek).  
< Each course of priests took turns ministering in the Temple for one week.  
< There were about 2,000 priests at the time of Jesus.
< Elizabeth: "God her oath," descendant of Aaron and relative of Mary— though of a different tribe.
v. 6 
< Both parents are described as "righteous before God, walking .. blameless" which describes believers in


the coming Savior.
v. 7
< They had no children, which in those days was considered shameful.  
< Children were regarded as a great blessing of the Lord.  
< Because of their age, it seemed impossible to sire and bear children.
vs. 8-10
< Zacharias was chosen to perform for one week the twice daily public ceremony of prayer and of burning


incense in the temple.
< God had given this ceremony to picture how Christ would bring the people’s (that is the Jews) prayers


to God. 
< Their prayers would rise to God like the smoke of the incense.
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vs. 11-12
< An angel suddenly appeared beside the altar where Zacharias was worshiping.  
< Zacharias, knowing his own sinfulness, was immediately afraid in the presence of the holy angel. 
vs. 13 - 17
< But the angel told Zacharias not to fear, for he was bringing joyous news.  
< The prayers of Zacharias and Elizabeth and other believers of Israel were indeed being heard. 
< A special son would be born to them who would be dedicated as the forerunner of the Lord.  
< Malachi prophesied (Mal 4:5), John would go before the Savior to prepare people's hearts to believe in


Jesus.  
< John would be great as a Spirit-filled preacher boldly calling people to repent and believe in the Lamb of


God who takes away the sins of the world.
vs. 18 - 20
< Zacharias' human reason got in the way of his  believing God's message, causing him to doubt Gabriel, the


messenger from the very presence of God.   
< For that reason the angel chastised him by taking away his voice until the Lord should fulfill also this


promise.  
< Gabriel was also the "messenger of God" sent to Daniel and Mary.
vs. 21-22
< Zacharias’ loss of voice also became a sign for the people who had gathered outside to pray.  
< They perceived that he had seen a vision.
vs. 23-25
< Zacharias was allowed to continue his service at the temple before he returned home to his wife with the


good news.  
< As the Lord promised, she conceived.  
< Then she hid herself for five months, perhaps to be a picture of how— for a time, but not permanently —


the Lord's blessing had seemed hidden to them.
vs. 57-58
< About nine months later, when the full time after Elizabeth had conceived had passed, as God had


promised, she gave birth to a boy.  
< This brought much rejoicing from neighbors, friends, and relatives for this blessing.  
v. 59 
< Through the rite of circumcision, the child entered into the life of the nation of Israel and into the covenant


made with Abraham.  
< God had commanded circumcision (Gen 17:10-14) (Baptism had not yet been instituted.) to be performed


on the 8th day after birth; the child was customarily named then as well.  
< Children were often named after their parents or close relatives.
vs. 60-63
< But in testimony to their faith in God's message sent by the angel, both parents insisted that his name was


John.  
< "John" was an unusual name for them to pick, going against the custom of their day, since they didn't have


any relatives by that name.
vs. 64-66
< As soon as Zacharias demonstrated his faith by declaring the God-given name of John, the promise was


fulfilled to loose his tongue.  
< Praises, with no hint of blame, flowed from his heart toward God.  







Zacharias - Teacher’s Notes Page 3


< All those around them were awed by God's amazing work causing them to wonder what God had in mind
for this child.  


< We notice that the hand of the Covenant Lord blessed John as he grew up into the role the Lord had
preset for him.


vs. 67-75
< The Holy Spirit moved Zacharias to proclaim in joyous prophecy that the Lord indeed was keeping His


greatest promise, that of the coming Savior.  
< God was now fulfilling all His ancient promises for deliverance from the spiritual enemies of His people.
vs. 76-79
< Zacharias prophesied of John's important role in God's plan.  
< John would proclaim Jesus to the people and show them how they would find light and peace in Jesus to


replace the darkness and trouble of sin.
v. 80
< John became strong in the Spirit, learning from the O.T. Scriptures to prepare for the role set for him.
< Until age thirty, when he would be allowed to preach to Israel, John chose as his home the solitude of the


deserts between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea.


STUDENT PRAYER
Dear Father in Heaven, We have learned that You keep all Your promises to us.  When our reason 
would make us doubt Your Word and our patience wears thin, overcome our doubt and strengthen our 
faith to believe Your promises will be fulfilled according to Your wise plans.  Send Your Holy Spirit on 
us that we may be bold in believing Your promises of forgiveness, of life and salvation in Jesus and so 
reach the home You have promised to all who believe in Jesus. Amen


PRESENTATION
Ask the children to think of promises  that they have made or that others have made to them.  
Sometimes these human promises are broken by circumstances, forgetfulness, or their impossibility.   
When people break promises, they hurt each other and cause mistrust.  But God never breaks His 
promises to us.  God showed this when He kept His promise by sending John to Zacharias and 
Elizabeth.  For God had promised them a son  when He foretold, some 400 years earlier, that He 
would send a messenger to prepare people for Jesus.


Briefly review the previous story as time allows.  Make links to the new story when possible.
Tell the story: Teachers, be encouraged to tell the story in your own words while remaining faithful to 
the scriptural account.  When scripture records the story in more than one place, you may want to 
harmonize the accounts (including extra details found in each account.)  Let the students know where 
they can find the additional details in the Bible.


Discuss the story: While reviewing the major events of the story, discuss the possible applications to 
the students' lives.  Ask questions that make them think about the story and show that they understand 
the story.
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APPLICATIONS
1. God made many important promises in the Old Testament about Jesus.  Those made about His life on


earth have all been kept.  He promised that Jesus would suffer and die to take away the sins of the world
and Jesus did that.  And God promised that by believing in what Jesus has done for us, we too will have
eternal life in heaven.  This is God's promise to us.  Can we trust God's promise to us?  Why?


2. What is faith?  It is trusting or relying on God's promise, even if our human reason doubts God's message. 
Discuss Heb 11:1; 12:1-2.


3. God has promised that He will be with us always, in every trouble or problem that we face.  And He
promises that all things work together for good to them that love God, to those who are called according to
His purpose.  Can we believe those promises?  Why is it good to look back over our lives to see how God
has kept His promises to us?  How does that help us face the future?


4. What are some other promises that God has made in His Word?  Have we seen all of them fulfilled yet?
a. Noah - no more great floods.
b. Continuous seasons of sowing and harvesting.
c. Christ coming as a man.
d. Christ coming a second time.
e. Abraham having countless children.
f. God's promise to never leave or forsake His people.


PASSAGES
These passages can be assigned as memory work or simply discussed in class as to how they fit the lesson.


Lower
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.
Matthew 28:20 - Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.


Middle any of the above and...
Joshua 1:9 -  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed,
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
Hebrews 11:1 - Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.


Upper any of the above and...
Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose.
Hebrews 13:5 - Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For
He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."
Malachi 3:1 - Behold, I send My messenger, and he will prepare the way before Me.


HYMN CHOICES
"Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord" (TLH 91 1-4)
"We Have a Sure Prophetic Word" (TLH 290 1-4)
"I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus" (TLH 428 1-6)
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Zacharias and the Birth of John
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80


 


The Story
Parents: Review this lesson with your child.


Have you ever made a promise to
someone?  Today’s story is about a very
important promise that God made to all
people!  Because of sin, all people need a
Savior.  God promised to send a special person
to tell people about the coming Savior, Jesus.


In the city of Jerusalem there was a
priest named Zacharias.  He had a wife named
Elizabeth, and they worshiped and loved God. 
But they were sad that they had no children.
One day, Zacharias was doing his work in the
church, when suddenly he saw an angel of the
Lord!  Zacharias was very scared, but the angel
told him not to be afraid. The angel told him
that God had heard his prayers and would
send him a son!  The angel also told him to
name his son John.  


Zacharias wondered how this would
happen since he was so old. The angel said to
him, “God sent me to tell you this good news!
Because you did not believe me, you will not
be able to speak until the baby is born.”  At
that moment, Zacharias lost his voice and was
not able to speak. Finally, the time came for
Elizabeth to have the baby.  Since it was a
boy, all the friends and relatives wanted to
name him Zacharias after his father.  But
Elizabeth told them his name would be John. 
So the relatives asked Zacharias what to call
the baby.  Because he could not talk,
Zacharias wrote on a tablet “His name is John.”
Suddenly he was able to speak again! 
Zacharias thanked and praised God.


Everyone was amazed at the birth of
John, for they knew that he was a special
baby.  Do you know why John was so special? 
The Lord chose him to prepare the way for
Jesus.  The people were excited because they
knew that Jesus would be coming to save


them from their sins!  God kept His promise to
send a special person to tell people about
Jesus.


 God always keeps His promises
to us!


Passage


Jesus said, “Lo I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” Matt. 28:20


Hymn WS 709 v. 1


God loves me dearly, grants me salvation;
God loves me dearly loves even me.
Therefore I’ll say again:
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, loves even me.


Prayer
Dear Jesus,
We are happy You always keep Your
promises.  Thank You for coming to die for
our sins so we can be with You in heaven. 
Amen.
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Classroom Activity - Trace the letters on Zacharias’ tablet to show what the baby’s
name will be.
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Classroom Art Activity - Angel
Cut out the shapes below and arrange in the order shown to make
the angel. NOTE: You may use construction paper or wallpaper
and add glitter or glitter glue to decorate. You may also use a doily
heart for wings.
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Zacharias and the Birth of John
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80
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The Story


Have you ever made a promise
to someone?  Today’s story is
about a very important promise
that God made to all people! 
Because of sin, all people need
a Savior.  God promised to send
a special person to tell people
about the coming Savior, Jesus.


In the city of Jerusalem there
was a priest named Zacharias. 
He had a wife named Elizabeth,
and they worshiped and loved
God.  But they were sad that
they had no children. One day,
Zacharias was doing his work in
the church, when suddenly he
saw an angel of the Lord! 
Zacharias was very scared, but
the angel told him not to be
afraid. The angel told him that
God had heard his prayers and
would send him a son!  The
angel also told him to name his
son John.  


Zacharias wondered how this
would happen since he was so
old. The angel said to him, “God
sent me to tell you this good
news! Because you did not
believe me, you will not be able
to speak until the baby is


born.”  At that moment,
Zacharias lost his voice and was
not able to speak. Finally, the
time came for Elizabeth to have
the baby.  Since it was a boy, all
the friends and relatives wanted
to name him Zacharias after his
father.  But Elizabeth told them
his name would be John.  So the
relatives asked Zacharias what
to call the baby.  Because he
could not talk, Zacharias wrote
on a tablet “His name is John.”
Suddenly he was able to speak
again!  Zacharias thanked and
praised God.


Everyone was amazed at the
birth of John, for they knew that
he was a special baby.  Do you
know why John was so special? 
The Lord chose him to prepare
the way for Jesus.  The people
were excited because they
knew that Jesus would be
coming to save them from their
sins!  God kept His promise to
send a special person to tell
people about Jesus.


We are happy that God always
keeps His promises to us.
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Activity One - Trace the letters on Zacharias’ tablet to show what the baby’s name will
be.


Activity Two - What special job did God give to John?  Circle the picture that shows
what John should do.


GOD 
always keeps His promises!
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Activity Three- What special job did God give to You?  Draw a picture that shows how
you can be like John.


Passages
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten


Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.  John 3:16


Jesus said, “Lo I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.  Matthew 28:20


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
We are happy You always keep Your promises.  Thank You for
sending John to tell people about You.  Thank You for coming
to die for our sins so we can be with You in heaven.  Amen.
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Zacharias and the Birth of John
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80
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The Story


Have you ever made a promise to
someone?  Today’s story is about
a very important promise that
God made to all people! 
Because of sin, all people need a
Savior.  God promised to send a
special person to tell people
about the coming Savior, Jesus.


Once there was a priest named
Zacharias who was married to a
woman named Elizabeth. They
worshiped and loved God, but
were sad because they had no
children. 


One day, Zacharias was doing his
work in the church, when
suddenly he saw an angel of the
Lord!  Zacharias was very scared,
but the angel told him not to be
afraid. The angel said that God
had heard Zacharias’ prayers and
would send him a son!  The angel
also told him to name his son
John. 


Zacharias wondered how he
could have a son since he was so
old. The angel said to him, “God
sent me to tell you this good news!
Because you did not believe me,
you will not be able


to speak until the baby is born.” 
At that moment, Zacharias lost his
voice and was not able to speak.
Finally, the time came for Elizabeth
to have the baby.  Since it was a
boy, all the friends and relatives
wanted to name him Zacharias
after his father, but Elizabeth told
them his name would be John.
The relatives asked Zacharias what
to name the baby.  Because he
could not talk, Zacharias wrote on
a tablet “His name is John.”
Suddenly he was able to speak
again!  Zacharias thanked and
praised God.


Everyone was amazed at the birth
of John, for they knew that he was
a special baby.  Do you know why
John was so special?  The Lord
chose him to tell people about
Jesus.  The people were excited
because they knew that Jesus
would be coming to save them
from their sins!  


God kept His promise to send a
special person to tell people
about Jesus. We know God
always keeps His promises to us!
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Something to Think About - On each circle, draw Zacharias’ face to show how
he felt...


when he saw the angel.


when he heard that Elizabeth would have a baby.


when the baby was born.


when God let him speak again.


Recalling the Story - Circle the word that belongs in each sentence.


1. Zacharias was a (king, priest, baker).


2. Zacharias and Elizabeth thought they were too (young, old,
poor) to have a baby.


3. The angel told Zacharias to name the baby (Zacharias, Jesus,
John).


4. God took away Zacharias’ voice because Zacharias 
(doubted God, got angry at God, believed God).


5. John’s important job was to (rule people, raise animals, 
tell people about Jesus).


6. God always (keeps, breaks, forgets) His promises.
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Passages


For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have


everlasting life.  John 3:16


Jesus said, “Lo I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.  Matthew 28:20


Talking to Jesus


Dear Jesus,
We are happy You always keep Your promises.  Thank You for
sending John to tell people about You.  Thank You for coming
to die for our sins so we can be with You in heaven.  Amen.
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Zacharias and the Birth of John
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80


What sorts of things do people promise to one
another?


Why do we sometimes add the words “I
promise” to what we say?


Are people’s promises ever broken?


Prayer


Dear Heavenly Father, Your promises are the
most important truths we have. You promised
and sent Your Son who took our sins away. You
have promised to be with us always. You have promised to take us to heaven.
Help us remember that all Your promises are sure! Amen.


The Story ( Luke 1:5-25; 57-80)


There was in the days of Herod, the
king of Judea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife
was of the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. (6) And they were both
righteous before God, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless. (7) But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and they
were both well advanced in years. 


(8) So it was, that while he was serving
as priest before God in the order of his
division, (9) according to the custom of the
priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when
he went into the temple of the Lord.  (10)
And the whole multitude of the people was
praying outside at the hour of incense. 


(11) Then an angel of the Lord
appeared to him, standing on the right side
of the altar of incense. (12) And when
Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and
fear fell upon him. (13) But the angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your
prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John. (14) And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.
(15) For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb. (16) And he
will turn many of the children of Israel to the
Lord their God. (17) He will also go before
Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn
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the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” 


(18) And Zacharias said to the angel,
“How shall I know this? For I am an old man,
and my wife is well advanced in years.” 


(19) And the angel answered and said
to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God, and was sent to speak to
you and bring you these glad tidings. (20)
But behold, you will be mute and not able to
speak until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words
which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 


(21) And the people waited for
Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so
long in the temple. (22) But when he came
out, he could not speak to them, for he
beckoned to them and remained
speechless.


(23) So it was, as soon as the days of
his service were completed, that he
departed to his own house. (24) Now after
those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and
she hid herself five months, saying, (25) “This
the Lord hath dealt with me, in the days
when He looked on me to take away my
reproach among people.” 


(57) Now Elizabeth’s full time came for
her to be delivered, and she brought forth a
son. (58) When her neighbors and relatives
heard how the Lord had shown great mercy
to her, they rejoiced with her. 


(59) So it was, on the eighth day, that
they came to circumcise the child; and they
would have called him by the name of his
father, Zacharias. (60) His mother answered
and said, “No; he shall be called John” 


(61) But they said to her, “There is no
one among your relatives who is called by
this name.” (62) So they made signs to his
father – what he would have him called. (63)
And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote,
saying, “His name is John.” So they all
marveled. 


(64) Immediately his mouth was


opened and his tongue loosed, and he
spoke, praising God. 


(65) Then fear came on all who dwelt
around them; and all these sayings were
discussed throughout all the hill country of
Judea. (66) And all those who heard them
kept them in their hearts, saying “What kind
of child will this be?” And the hand of the
Lord was with him. 


(67) Now his father Zacharias was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:
(68) “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He
has visited and redeemed His people, (69)
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us
In the house of His servant David, (70) As He
spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,
Who have been since the world began, (71)
That we should be saved from our enemies
And from the hand of all who hate us, (72) To
perform the mercy promised to our fathers
And to remember His holy covenant, (73)
The oath which He swore to our father
Abraham: (74) To grant that we, Being
delivered from the hand of our enemies,
Might serve Him without fear, (75) In holiness
and righteousness before Him all the days of
our life. 


(76) “And you, child, will be called the
prophet of the Highest; For you will go before
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, (77)
To give knowledge of salvation to His people
By the remission of their sins, (78) Through the
tender mercy of our God, With which the
Dayspring from on high has visited us; (79) To
give light to those who sit in darkness and
 the shadow of death, To guide our feet into
the way of peace.” 


(80) So the child grew and became
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the
day of his manifestation to Israel.
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What the Story Tells Us - Fill in the blanks with the best answer from the lesson.


1. ___________________ was a priest.


2. ___________________ was his wife.


3. Gabriel said that God promised to give Zacharias a _______________.


4. Because Zacharias doubted, he was not able to __________________.


5. When the time came to name the baby, Zacharias wrote, “ His ________ is


______________.”


6. John would point people to __________________.


Outer Aim
God sends John as a messenger to prepare for Jesus’ coming.


What God Tells Us – Mark each as (T)rue or (F)alse.


1. _______ Zacharias and Elizabeth prayed for a son.


2. _______ God would not give them what they asked because Zacharias
doubted.


3. _______ God kept His promise.


4. _______ God sent John to be a priest in the temple.


5. _______ Elizabeth named the baby after his father.


6. _______ God’s promises are still sure today.


Inner Aim God keeps His promises.
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Passages


“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16


Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. Matthew 28:20


“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9


Now, faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Hebrews 11:1


Hymn - TLH 428 v. 1-4


I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.


I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.


I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.


I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.


Hymn 428 was written hundreds of years after Zacharias’ and Elizabeth’s time. Explain
whether or not this hymn could apply to them.


Your Turn - Make three columns on a sheet of paper. In the first column, list as many of
God’s promises as you can.  Next to each one, list who first received the promise. In the third
column, show which promises apply to you.


Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, 


We have learned that You keep all Your promises to us. When our reason would make us
doubt Your Word and our patience wears thin, overcome our doubt and strengthen our faith
to believe Your promises will be fulfilled according to Your wise plans. Send Your Holy Spirit on
us that we may be bold in believing Your promises of forgiveness, of life and salvation in
Jesus and so reach the home You have promised to all who believe in Jesus. Amen.
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Zacharias and the Birth of John
Luke 1:5-25, 57-80


What sorts of things do people promise to one another?


Why do we sometimes add the words “I promise” to what
we say?


Are people’s promises ever broken?


Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father, Your promises are the most
important truths we have. You promised and sent Your Son
who took our sins away. You have promised to be with us
always. You have promised to take us to heaven. Help us
remember that all Your promises are sure! Amen.


The Story ( Luke 1:5-25; 57-80)


There was in the days of Herod, the
king of Judea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife
was of the daughters of Aaron, and her
name was Elizabeth. (6) And they were both
righteous before God, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless. (7) But they had no child,
because Elizabeth was barren, and they
were both well advanced in years. 


(8) So it  was, that  while he was serving
as priest  before God in the order of his
division, (9) according to the custom of the
priesthood, his lot  fell to burn incense when
he went into the temple of the Lord.  (10)
And the whole multitude of the people was


praying outside at the hour of incense. 
(11) Then an angel of the Lord


appeared to him, standing on the right side
of the altar of incense. (12) And when
Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and
fear fell upon him. (13) But the angel said to
him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your
prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John. (14) And you will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at  his birth.
(15) For he will be great in the sight of the
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong
drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb. (16) And he
will turn many of the children of Israel to the
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Lord their God. (17) He will also go before Him
in the spirit  and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” 


(18) And Zacharias said to the angel,
“How shall I know this? For I am an old man,
and my wife is well advanced in years.” 


(19) And the angel answered and said
to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the
presence of God, and was sent to speak to
you and bring you these glad tidings. (20)
But behold, you will be mute and not able to
speak until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words
which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 


(21) And the people waited for
Zacharias, and marveled that  he lingered so
long in the temple. (22) But when he came
out, he could not speak to them, for he
beckoned to them and remained
speechless. (


23) So it  was, as soon as the days of his
service were completed, that he departed
to his own house. (24) Now after those days
his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid
herself five months, saying, (25) “This the Lord
hath dealt  with me, in the days when He
looked on me to take away my reproach
among people.” 


(57) Now Elizabeth’s full time came for
her to be delivered, and she brought forth a
son. (58) When her neighbors and relatives
heard how the Lord had shown great  mercy
to her, they rejoiced with her. 


(59) So it  was, on the eighth day, that
they came to circumcise the child; and they
would have called him by the name of his
father, Zacharias. (60) His mother answered
and said, “No; he shall be called John” 


(61) But they said to her, “There is no
one among your relatives who is called by
this name.” (62) So they made signs to his
father – what  he would have him called.
(63) And he asked for a writing tablet, and
wrote, saying, “His name is John.” So they all
marveled. 


(64) Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue loosed, and he
spoke, praising God. 


(65) Then fear came on all who dwelt
around them; and all these sayings were
discussed throughout all the hill country of
Judea. (66) And all those who heard them
kept them in their hearts, saying “What kind
of child will this be?” And the hand of the
Lord was with him. 


(67) Now his father Zacharias was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:
(68) “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He
has visited and redeemed His people, (69)
And has raised up a horn of salvation for us
In the house of His servant David, (70) As He
spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,
Who have been since the world began, (71)
That  we should be saved from our enemies
And from the hand of all who hate us, (72)
To perform the mercy promised to our
fathers And to remember His holy covenant,
(73) The oath which He swore to our father
Abraham: (74) To grant that we, Being
delivered from the hand of our enemies,
Might serve Him without fear, (75) In holiness
and righteousness before Him all the days of
our life. 


(76) “And you, child, will be called the
prophet  of the Highest; For you will go before
the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, (77)
To give knowledge of salvation to His people
By the remission of their sins, (78) Through the
tender mercy of our God, With which the
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Dayspring from on high has visited us; (79) To
give light to those who sit in darkness and
the shadow of death, To guide our feet into
the way of peace.” 


(80) So the child grew and became
strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the
day of his manifestation to Israel.


Recalling Details - Retell the story in five sentences.


What the Story Tells Us
God sends John as a messenger to prepare for Jesus’ coming.


Discussion Questions


1. How do you know that Zacharias and Elizabeth were believers?


2. What did God promise and how did He fulfill it?


3. What was the consequence of Zacharias’ doubting?


4. Name two of the main points in Zacharias’ song.


5. Compare Mary’s Question, “How can this be?” (Luke 1:34) with Zacharias’ “How shall I


know this?” (Luke 1:18). How are the questions similar and different?


What God Tells Us
God keeps His promises.
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Passages


(Matthew 28:20) Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.


(Joshua 1:9) “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”


(Romans 8:28) And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God,
to those who are the called according to His purpose.


(Hebrews 13:5) Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as
you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”


Hymn
Look at the Lutheran Hymnal 91, 1-4. Find at least three ways it applies to today’s lesson.


Prayer


Dear Father in heaven, We have learned that You keep all Your
promises to us. When our reason would make us doubt Your Word and
our patience wears thin, overcome our doubt and strengthen our faith
to believe Your promises will be fulfilled according to Your wise plans.
Send Your Holy Spirit on us that we may be bold in believing Your
promises of forgiveness, of life and salvation in Jesus and so reach the
home You have promised to all who believe in Jesus. Amen.
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