





Anniversary cake made by member
LouAnn Bubbers

Roscoe, S.Dak., there was a layover of
several hours between train connections,
and Pastor Scherf of the Minnesota Synod
in Roscoe was called upon to perform a
baptism. Roy Ferking was the child to be
baptized. However, Pastor Scherf was not
in town, so the Ferkings boarded the train
for Lemmon.

The child, however, was not forgotten.
Soon Pastor Scherf, together with Pastor
Keller of Bowdle, S.Dak., came to
Lemmon for services. Pastors Scherf and
Keller ministered to a fledgling group of
Lutherans in the Lemmon area until a
student from the seminary, Vicar Julius
Lenz, was called. To him was given the
privilege of finding Lutheran families
in the Lemmon-Meadow area and to
conduct worship services. Among those
in the Meadow area were Mr. and Mrs.
Jake Preszler and Mr. Fred Haman. The
worship services were held in various
homes.

In 1909 the first resident pastor was
called—Pastor William Pankow. Under
his shepherding, St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church was organized. The
Board of Trustees was elected and a
constitution adopted on October 8,
1909, with four charter voting members:
John Erlenbusch, Ludwig Harmel, Carl
Scheeburger, and Herman Ferking. The
congregation became legally incorporated
on October 27, 1909, in Pierre, S.Dak.

The congregation began to plan at once
for a church building. The grand total of
the cost of the building and its contents
was $2,400. The building was dedicated
in the fall of 1910. The Norwegian
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Servants of the service: Chuck
Christman, Ted Quade, Frank Gantt,
Norman Greve, Barry Hay

Lutherans were permitted use of the
building for worship services at the cost
of $3.00 per month.

Along with the town of Lemmon,
the congregation experienced a steady
growth. In 1918 preaching in the German
language was prohibited by state law (this
was during WWI), and St. Luke’s closed
its doors. Services were held in various
homes in North Dakota and also for a time
in a building in North Lemmon. As soon
as the ban was lifted, the church building
was used again. By 1939 the church was
conducting only one German service per
month. This continued until 1950 when
German services were discontinued.

In 1961 the present site of St. Luke’s
was purchased. Construction began on
this new building, and on April 5, 1964
the new church was dedicated. The cost of
this building was substantially more than
the first building, coming in at $55,000
and hundreds of hours of volunteer labor.

In January of 1974 plans for a
Christian Day School were begun. St.
Luke’s Lutheran School opened for the
fall semester of the same year. Mrs. Erma
Maier was the first teacher of the new
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The children sang “Savior, Like
a Shepherd Lead Us” during the
anniversary service

school. The school remained opened for
eleven years and then closed at the end of
the 1984-85 school year.

In 2001 a new parsonage was
purchased and placed on the property
with the church building.

Speakers for the anniversary worship
service included Pastor Norman Greve
(a son of former pastor V. E. Greve),
Ted Quade (former teacher of St.
Luke’s School and son-in-law of current

Pastors who have served St. Luke’s:
Pastor Julius Lenz (1908)
Pastor William Pankow (1909-1912)
Pastor Henry Hopp (1913-1916)
Pastor Herman Kuether (1916-1918)
Pastor William Haar (1919-1922)
Pastor G. A. Hinz (1923-1925)
Pastor D. E. Rossin (1925-1931)
Pastor E. E. Blume (1931-1935)
Pastor E. C. Kuehl (1935-1938)
Pastor H. E. Rutz (1939-1946)
Pastor W. A. Schumann (1946-1949)
Pastor E. W. Rische (1949-1950)
Pastor W. E. Winter (1950-1952)
Pastor R. E. Pope (1952-1956)
Pastor V. E. Greve (1956-1969)*
Pastor Adalbert Geiger (1970-1973)
Pastor David Koenig (1974-1984)
Pastor Walter Schaller (1985-1996)
Pastor Timothy Wheaton (1997-2001)
Pastor Frank Gantt (2001-present)

* St. Luke’s, Lemmon,
was one of 43 charter
member congregations
of the CLC in 1960.
Pictured here is pastor
at the time: Vernon
Greve, (1921-1991).—
Editor
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members Robert and Evelyn Rieger),
and Chuck Christman (a life-long third
generation member of St. Luke’s).

Following the fellowship meal, the
history of St. Luke’s was read together
with letters sent by those who were
unable to attend. Those present shared
fond memories and expressions of
thanksgiving to God for His mercy these
many years.

Throughout the history of St. Luke’s,
our God and Savior has proven Himself
faithful to His promise: Where two or
three are gathered together in My name,
there am I in the midst of them.

—Pastor Frank Gantt

ANNOUNCEMENT

Installation

In accord with our usage and order, Ms.
Jennifer Ohlmann, who was called by Peace Thru
Christ Lutheran Church and School, Middleton,
Wisconsin, to be its Christian Day School teacher,
was installed on Sunday, July 5, 2009.

—Pastor Mark Bernthal

To our readers: A blessed Christmas and New
Year from the staff of the Lutheran Spokesman
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